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PREFACE OF THE AMERICAN TRANSLATOR 


The American Translator of Prof. Lechleb’s Commentary on The Acts of the Apostles, which 
constitutes a volume of Dr. Lange’s "Bibelwerk,” is at liberty to refer to the Preface of Dr. 
Schaff, in YoL L, for a general description of the whole work.—The Exegetical and Critical , 
notes, and the Doctrinal and Ethical views, presented in the present volume, were furnished 
by Dr. G. V. Lechleb* Professor of Theology, and Superintendent, at Leipsic; the Homiletical 
and Practical remarks were contributed by the Rev. Charles Gerok, Superintendent of ec¬ 
clesiastical affairs in the city of Stuttgard (Wfirttemberg). 

Prof. Lechler had long been favorably known as the author of a " History of English Deism/ 9 
of various valuable dissertations, and, specially, of a work entitled: "The Apostolic and post- 
Apoetolic Age, etc.”, (second edition, 1857), which has obtained a wide circulation in Europe; 
it exhibits the results of his profound study of The Acts, and of the extensive “literature” clus¬ 
tering around that book, which he uninterruptedly continued during a period of fifteen years. 
His thorough acquaintance with the character and spirit of that book, and his eminent attain¬ 
ments, fitted him, in a peculiar manner, for the task of preparing the present volume, which Dr. 
Lange, with admirable judgment, requested him to assume. At his own request, his friend, the 
Rev. C. Gerok of Stuttgard, one^of the most distinguished and popular pulpit orators of Germany, 
consented to prepare the Homiletical matter. It may be here remarked, that, in addition to the 
contributions which each of these eminent men has made to the theological literature of Ger¬ 
many, Gerok has also taken a high rank as a poet. A collection of his religious poems, entitled 
"Palmbl&tter” (Palm-leaves), is so highly prized, that it has already reached a tenth edition.— 
As Gerok connects with his own matter many sketches of sermons, etc. derived from other sources 
(Starke, Lisco, etc.), the reader will perceive that the views presented in the Homiletical and 
Practical remarks, diverge, in a few cases of minor importance, from those which Lechler 
adopts in the Exbgetioal and Critical notes.—As a general rule, the reader who specially 
consults the Exegetical notes, will frequently find additional exegetical matter in the Doctrinal 
and Ethical departments. 

The first edition of the present work, in the original language, appeared in 1860 (Bielefeld, # 
Prussia), and was received with unusual favor; two years afterwards, the second edition, of which 
the present volume is a translation, made its appearance, with extensive additions and improve¬ 
ments. . 


Pro£ Lechler has, in accordance with the general plan of the "Bibelwerk,” devoted considera¬ 
ble attention to the lectiones varies of the text, without, however, specifying the authorities, ex¬ 
cept in a few cases. 


In+O 


It was not the intention of Dr. Lange and his coadjutors to introduce all 
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the various readings furnished by professed critical editions of the New Testament, and thus 
supersede the latter. Lechler has, accordingly, selected chiefly those readings only which he 
adopted in his translation, in preference to the respective readings of the textus receptus. The 
Translator has made considerable additions to this part of the work. Stier and Theile had, in the 
New Testament, or last volume of their " Polyglotten-Bibel,” (many copies of which are now im¬ 
ported from Europe), exhibited the variations from the textus receptus in the several editions of 
Griesbach, Knapp, Scholz, Lachmann, Tischendorf, Hahn, and Theile; these were collated with 
great judgment and fidelity, although here, too, the authorities were not usually stated. (Mere 
orthographical variations, such as Lachmann’s iw^vTiiv, etc., were not noticed.) 

The Translator has performed a twofold work in this department. First, in addition to the 
various readings which Lechler has introduced, the Translator now exhibits all or nearly all those 
furnished by Stier and Theile. He adopted this course, as either the sources from which these 
readings proceed (manuscripts, versions, fathers, reqsnsions), or their intrinsic character, have 
given them an importance not claimed by the great mass of the various readings. He has, sec¬ 
ondly, presented a full statement of those uncial manuscripts which exhibit the readings of the 
textus receptus, and also of those which furnish the readings preferred by later editors or critics. 

For the term: Textus Receptus, we are indebted to the Elzevirs, the celebrated printers of 
Amsterdam and Leyden. Their first edition of the Greek New Testament appeared in 1624; the 
text was long supposed to be that of the editio regia of Rob. Stephanus (or, Estienne, of Paris), 
with various iterations. But it is now ascertained that the text was, with the exception of a 
few passages, that of Beza’s first edition with a Latin translation, of the year 1565. The name 
of the critic, or, rather, of the editor, is not known: some have conjectured that D. Heinsius su¬ 
perintended the work; others have proposed the name of Ant. Thysius. The editor, whose name 
cannot now be ascertained, remarked, with a certain degree of boldness, in the Preface of the sec¬ 
ond Elzevir edition, of the year 1633: u Textum ergo habes nunc ab omnibus receptum, in quo 
nihil immutatum aut oorruptum damns, etc.” The typographical aocuracy and elegance, and 
the comparative cheapness of the Elzevir editions, gave them unusual popularity, and secured 
the favor of eminent scholars. The later editions (seven altogether, not eight, in number) ap¬ 
peared in 1641,1656,1662, 1670, 1678. The text of the fourth, fifth, and sixth editions was the 
same; the other editions exhibited some variations in the text, and few of those which other print¬ 
ers issued, professedly as copies of the "Textus Reoeptusexhibited absolutely the same text, 
but occasionally introduced readings which varied from other printed texts. Although manu¬ 
scripts of eminent value were subsequently collated, the expression of this unknown editor, viz. 
"Textum - - receptum/ 1 gave a sanction to the present text of the Greek Testament, in its gene¬ 
ral features, which, for a long period, was not called in question. (Retjss: Gesch. d. Heil. Schrjf- 
ten N. T. ( 406. p. 413. Fourth edit. 1864.)* 

• This author, a Professor in the University of Strasburg (France), and a member of the Theologioal Faculty, has published 
several works, either in the German or the French language, both of which he employs with equal elegance. His great 
work: “ Histoire de la Th6ologie Chrttienne, etc.,” appeared in a second edition in 1800, In two volumes. He has made the 
History of the Printed Text of the Greek Testament a special study, has already collected between 600 and 000 copies of 
various editions, and will soon publish a work on this interesting subject, which be has at length completed. He has con¬ 
clusively shown that the term “ Textus Receptus ” is not to be taken in a strict and absolute sense, as if all those editions 
which profess to exhibit that text were verbatim the same. For instance, the text, respectively, of the Brasmian editions, 
of those of the Estienne (Stephens) family, of those of Besa, and also of the SUevirian editions, was fhr from being emtf- 
formly the same, although the variations do not appear to be very serious or very numerous. . Dr. Mill's text (170T) Is that 
of the Estienne edition of 1660, with very few variations. It is the text which British and American editors or publishers 
have usually reproduced (Bagster, Greenfield, etc.). The present Textus Meeeptus is, as Prot Reuss remarks, a “mixed 
text,** i. not one which exhibits the text of any existing manuscript without variations; minor variations will oco*» 
Slonally be found in all the numerous editions. This fret explains the circumstance that the English and the German an- 
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When Dr. Lechler published the last or second edition of this Commentary, he was not yet 
enabled to consult either of the two editions of the Codex Sinaiticub,* which Tischendorf has 
since presented to the theological world. He was, however, made acquainted with the readings 
of that manuscript in several important passages, partly, by Tischendorf s Notxtia edition** codi¬ 
cil BibHorum Sinaidd, which appeared in 1860, and, partly, by a direct application for informa¬ 
tion made by his colleague to Tischendorf Several important passages, however, remained, as 
to which he failed to obtain the readings of Ood. Sin. 

In consequence of the importance of this Codex Sinaiticus (“the brightest pearl,” says Reuss, 
] 392, note, “which Tischendorf the happy finder, brought home from the East”), the Translator 
has inserted the readings which it exhibits, in all the cases in which either he himself or Lechler 
has introduced a various reading. The enterprising publishers of the “ Polyglotten-Bibel” of 
Stier and Theile appended to the fourth edition of the New Testament (1863), a “Collatio textus 
Grad editionis Polyglott® cum Novo Teetamento Sinaitico,” as an appendix. Tischendorf him¬ 
self prefixed to it a Latin testimonial, in which he states that, with his concurrence, the prepa¬ 
ration of this Appendix had been intrusted to two “viri doctissimi/ 1 whom he names. One of 
them collated the text heretofore adopted in the Four Gospels, with that of the Sinaitic manu- 

fhorised version* exhibit variation* in some cum, especially in the punctuation, and that the former varies In a fcw cases 
from the Greek text of some editions of the Greek Testament, of which a few Instances may be found in the “ text ual cri- 
ttcfam * appended, in this volume, to the several sections into which the Book of Thb Aon is divided by Lechler. 

* On this manuscript Dr. Schaff makes the following remarks (p. 666 of Vol. L of this work): “The Sinai tic Manu script 
of the Bible, which Professor Tischendorf rescued from the obecurity of the Convent of St Catharine on Mount Sinai,'* was 
*earcAilIy edited in two editions in 1862 apd 1868.** - - ** No critical scholar can ignore this manuscript hereafter, etc." -- 
“In the absence of a similar mark agreed upon by critics (the proposed de si g n ati on by the Hebrew has not yet been 
adopted, etc.), I introduce it always as Ood. Suu, etc."—Dr. Schaff■ estimate of the value of this manuscript, is reoognised 
as correct by all who have examined the subject One of Tischendorf f s correspondents recently remarked to the latter, 
that he regarded the “discovery of this manuscript as the most important event of the age."—For the sake of uniformity, 
and in accordance with the practioe of Meyer in the fifth edition of his Commentary, the Translator has retained this de- 
signatfon in the present volume. The manuscript designated by the letter A., is a>dea Alexondrinu *, deposited in the 
Brttfah Museum; B. is Ood. VaUcamm, in Borne. The age of these two manuscripts is uncertain; they are assigned by 
dUhnot critics to the sixth or fifth century, while some^e. g n Tischendorf) assign the latter even to the fourth oentury. 
C. is Cbd. Xpkraemi (reoeriptus), in Paris(*8signed to the fifth century.) The letter D. Is applied to two M8S., the one (Ctm- 
tmbrigiauis, or, Bexu% presented by Besa to the University of Cambridge, containing the Four Gospels, and Thb Aoxf, 
vith some lacmnm (assigned to the seventh or sixth cent.); the other, in Paris (Claromontanns), containing the Pauline 
■pieties (assigned to the eight or seventh cent.).—Letter M. is the designation of three different MSS. no two of which 
contain the same books: the first is Cbd. BatxUcnti *, of the eighth cent, containing the Four Gospels; the seoond is Cbd. 
Zamdianus, in the Bodleian library, Oxford, containing Thb Acts, with some omissions, and assigned to the seventh or sixth 
cent; the third is Cbd. Sungerm anenti s, formerly in Paris, but now in Petersburg, of the eleventh or tenth century. (The 
letter P. does not appear in this volume as the designation of a manuscript, since no one so named, contains any conside¬ 
rable portion of ras Acts.)— One of the three manuscripts designated by the letter G. (Cbd. Angelico-Roman**, or, FtuHo* 
MOb ofthe ninth cent^ and now in Borne, oontains a large portion of Thb Acts. Tischendorf now designates it by the let- 
tar L.—The several MSS. marked H. respectively contain only parts of the Greek text of the New Testament (Tischen* 
dorf). Cbd. Mutinensu, of the ninth cent, Is a fragmentary copy of Thb Acts. The omissions are supplied by later hands. 
It was collated by Schols, and, afterwards, by Ttochendort—With these two, G. and 1L, the Umba reo ep bu, In Thb Acts, 
i—illj agrees, as the critical notes appended to the several sections in this volume, will show. Reference is not ]q 
this volume to the other uncial manuscripts as they are chiefly copies of the Gospels or the Epistles, in whole or In part 
(Bee Bams: fife* eh. d. A Schrlften N. P. f 829, p.898-897, Fourth edition; Hobbs's Introduction, L p. 221 ff.; TuchshdoWs 
Ckstalcgus Cbdicum Or m c crum , prefixed to his critical editions of the Greek New Testament; Altobd's Prolegomena, Vol. 
L, Chapt VIL, and. Pr oleg om ena, Vol. IL Ohapt VI.).—The readings of the cursive manuscripts (termed In this volume 
mdnwseufet, as contradistinguished from the sutfwcufes, i. e, the uneial MBS., Riots, 1876), and also those found in the 
Church Fathers, which the critical editions furnish, have not been usually specified in this volume; none of the minuscule* 
are older than A. D. 900.—The fndefetigable Tischendorf has, oX last, succeeded in obtaining the permission of the Pope to 
•object the Codex Vatkanas, distinguished by the letter Bn to a thorough examination, or one more carefhl than It has 
jet rec e i ved . For this privilege, which has never hitherto been granted in the same degree to any one of the many Pro. 
testsnts who sought it, Ttechendotf is indebted to two of the Cardinal*, whoee influence with the Pope at length induced 
the tetter to comply with the wish of the eminent biblical critic. He will, at an early period, present the results of his 
comparison of the Ood. Tat. with the Ood. Bln. to the theological world. And if the hope which he now entertains, of 
bsmg ultimately permitted to edit the God. Tat. in the same style in which he has edited the Ood. Bin. should be folfilled, 
he wfll add new hmtre to his honored name. 
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script; the other collated The Acts, and the remainder of the New Testament. Tischendorf re¬ 
marks that the work of the latter is more thoroughly performed than that of the former. Qe 
does not, however, seem to be entirely satisfied with the general results of their labors. The 
Translator of this volume found that their collation was unsatisfactory in several respects. After 
having translated and enlarged the critical notes appended to the several sections of the text of 
the first eight or nine chapters, he found himself compelled to lay this "Collatio” entirely aside, 
as far as textual criticism was concerned, and procure a copy of Tischendorf s own edition (1863) 
of the Codex Sinaiticus. The title is given on p. 565 of Vol. 1. of this work. He was thus en¬ 
abled to revise the critical notes already prepared, and to exhibit the exact readings of that man¬ 
uscript in all the cases to which Lechler or he himself called attention. The marginal notes and 
renderings of the authorized English version have all been noticed, and the "Former Transla¬ 
tions,” (Widit 1380; Tyndale, 1534; Cranmer, 1539; Geneva, 1557; Rheims, 1580), have usu¬ 
ally been mentioned in the critical notes append^ to the text 

It was the Translator's main object to reproduce Lechler's Commentary in an English form, 
without alterations, or omissions (with the exception of a few sentences, exclusively in the Ho- 
miletical department, which contained repetitions, verses of German church hymns, etc.), or any 
extensive additions. A large portion of the best materials in Meyer's Commentary had already 
been incorporated by the author with his own matter. The Translator has occasionally inserted 
philological, geographical and other notes, derived chiefly from Meyeb, Alfobd, Hackett, J. 
A. Alexander, and Conybeabe and Howson; to Gerok's part of the work, he has occasion¬ 
ally appended brief homiletical sketches. All his additions are invariably enclosed in brackets. 
He had originally intended to enrich the present volume by inserting extracts from Dr. Schaff’s 
u History of the Apostolic Church ." This production of the eminent church-historian sheds so 
much light on many questions connected with the Book of The Acts, that it may justly be re¬ 
garded as indispensable to the student of the New Testament. He found, however, the work of 
condensation so difficult, as the matter presented by Dr. SchafF is exceedingly rich, and saw so 
plainly that brief extracts would be alike unsatisfactory to the reader, and unjust to that "His¬ 
tory," that he was compelled to omit Dr. Schaff's matter entirely, (except in the Chronological 
chart); he now refers in general to the "History of the Apostolic Church," as a source whence 
very important information may be derived, on nearly all the points of interest which are intro¬ 
duced and discussed in this Commentary.—The variations from the authorized English Version, 
inserted in the text in brackets, present Lechler's views, not necessarily those of the Translator, 
who is responsible for them only in so far as they correctly exhibit Lechler's own decisions re¬ 
specting the readings or the translation. 

The Translator had very nearly completed his work, when he received the Edinburgh transla¬ 
tion of Lechler's Commentary on The Acts of the Apostles, by Rev. Paton J. Gloag. An 
examination of this production satisfied the American Translator that, even if he had been able 
to consult it at an earlier period, it would have afforded him no aid. Mr. Gloag has not made any 
additions to the author's critical notes on the original text, by inserting the names of the manu¬ 
scripts from which readings are taken, nor elsewhere added new matter to the original. The 
work was evidently performed with considerable haste, without a careful consultation of the best 
German Dictionaries, which, as it is obvious from the results, that translator should have in no 
case, neglected. He has corrected scarcely any of the typographical errors occurring in the origi¬ 
nal in the Scriptural references. He reproduces the author's statements of distances by simply 
transferring the figures of the latter, which represent German miles. In addition to a few other 
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features which are not satisfactory to the reader, it may be remarked that both Lechler and Ge- 
rok are occasionally represented as expressing thoughts that materially differ from those which 
they really express in the original 

The Chronology of the Acts is, confessedly, a very intricate subject; the author has furnished 
very few dates, and abstains almost entirely from chronological investigations. To the Trans¬ 
lator the absence of dates seemed to be the only defect of this noble work, which, however, the 
liberality of the American publisher has now enabled him, to a certain extent, to supply. Dr. 
H. A. W. Meyer had prefixed to the third edition of his Commentary on The Acts (1861), a 
large chronological chart, presenting a very full synopsis of the dates which he himself recog¬ 
nized, and also of those which the most eminent chronologists and commentators had, respec¬ 
tively, adopted. As he exhibits the results in such a convenient form, and gives a complete list 
of his authorities, the Translator has transferred the whole to the present volume, and added two 
columns—the one exhibiting the dates preferred by the author of this Commentary, the other, 
those exhibited in the “Chronological Table” appended to Dr. Behalf's “History of the Aposto¬ 
lic Church.” 

The text of the English Version here presented, including orthography, punctuation, etc., is 
that of the (standard) edition of the American Bible Society, 1861, Minion, Ref, 16mo. 

Philadelphia, July 2d, 1866. 0. P. 8. 
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THE 


ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


INTBODUCTION. 


1 1. PECULIAR FEATURES OF THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

In the catalogue of the writings which compose the New Testament, this book occupies a 
position which is peculiarly its own. The history of the life of Jesus is presented in four Gos¬ 
pels, which refer mainly to a brief period of three years; the book of the Acts is the only one in 
the Bible which continues the sacred narrative after the close of the terrestrial life of the Re¬ 
deemer, comprehending a period of at least thirty years (about 30-64, A. D.), and exhibiting the 
intimate connexion which subsisted between the subsequent events and the life of Jesus. The 
atatement is made in the book itself (chap. i. 1), that it is the second part of the Gospel of Luke r 
so that these historical accounts of the Apostles are simply the continuation of the history of the 
life of the Lord himself This connection between the Gospel and the book before us, has a deep 
significance, and is very instructive; for it teaches us that the course of action and the expe¬ 
riences of the Apostles and the earliest congregations, are both the fruit or continued operation of 
the terrestrial life of Jesus, which closed with his ascension, and also the revelation or demonstra¬ 
tion of the celestial life of Christ, which commenced with his ascension. And, on the other hand, 
the varied experience of the disciples and the primitive congregations will then only appear in a* 
true and sacred light, when it is viewed as the result of the operations of the exalted Lord and* 
of the Spirit who was promised and sent by him. Besides, if the Gospel of Luke, as contradis¬ 
tinguished from the other three Gospels, is characterized, in particular, by the enlarged and lofty 
views of Christian philanthropy which pervade it, the book of the Acts, which is its continuation, 
fully accords with it in this respect. For the prophecies, the intimations, the types and images 
of the former, are presented in the latter, when it sets forth the deeds of the Apostles, as the* 
actual fulfilment , as facts that have occurred, as real history. If the former, for instance, de¬ 
scribes the Samaritan who expressed his fervent gratitude to the Saviour, and presents the para¬ 
ble of the Good Samaritan, the latter relates events of still greater importance which occurred m 
the presence of the Apostles, when many persons were converted in Samaria, and received the 
Gospel with lively gratitude and joy. And if the Gospel of Luke records various discourses of 
Jesus, which refer to the conversion of the Gentiles, and to their entrance into the kingdom of 
God, the book of the Acts, on the other hand, describes the mode in which the word of God was 
gradually and successfully made known to the Gentiles, and the process by which they were ad¬ 
mitted to all the privileges of citizens of the kingdom of God. 

If the Gospel of Luke is distinguished from the others by the peculiar spirit of Christian phi¬ 
lanthropy which it breathes, the same enlarged views, which embrace the whole human species, 
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may also be recognized in bis history of the acts of the Apostles. It was, in reality, composed 
originally for the benefit of a Gentile-Christian, that is, the same Theophilns to whom the Gospel 
was dedicated; and by far the largest part of^t is occupied with the history of Paul, the Apostle 
of the Gentiles. Still, the conversion of the Gentiles, or, Gentile-Christianity, is not the leading, 
much less the exclusive subject of this book—such limited views characterize it as little as they 
do the Scriptures in general. Luke manifests an equal interest ifi the conversion of the Jews to 
their Messiah and 8aviour, that is, in the Judmo-Christian Church. And, indeed, the central 
thought of the Acts is the combination of both parts as one whole, or the oneness of the church 
of Christ, whether in Israel or among the Gentiles—the union of the Apostles, whatever names 
(Peter, Paul, etc.) they may bear. The leading theme of the book is found in the words addressed 
by the Lord to his apostles: “Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth** (ch. i. 8). The testimony of the 
Apostles (who received the unction of the Holy Spirit, and produced rich and abundant fruits), or 
historical accounts of the progress of the Church of Christ, which went forth from the Jews, and 
extended to the Gentiles, may, accordingly, be said to constitute the contents of the book. And 
yet it is a sacred book and worthy of the Bible, solely for the reason that it not only describes the 
deeds and experiences of men, or furnishes a human history, but also presents a divine and divine- 
human narrative, since it sets forth the controlling influence and authority of Christ, and the wit¬ 
ness of his Spirit, in the deeds, the discourses and the experience of his apostles and his Church. 
8ince it describes the origin, the establishment, the development, and the early progress and 
guidance of the church of Christ, it necessarily sets forth, at the same time, the eternal, funda¬ 
mental principles of the church in every respect, “ delineating, alike, the individual, the congre¬ 
gational, and the ecclesiastical life of the Christian/* This book is, therefore, as Starke says, u a 
witness of apostolic doctrine and primitive Christianity; a rule and guide for the government, 
the discipline and the order of the church; an armory which furnishes the church with weapons 
in its conflict with Antichrist; a repository that offers a remedy for every soul-destroying disease 
engendered by errors in the faith and offences in the life and conduct of men; a store-house which 
abundantly nourishes faith, patience and hope; a mirror and a stimulus, promoting love and its 
appropriate works; a treasury, abounding in learning and sound doctrine/* 

2 2. THE COMPOSITION OF THE ACTS. 

The proofs of the genuineness and ecclesiastical authority of the present book, do not, it is 
true, ascend to so remote a period as those which may be produced in the case of many other por¬ 
tions of the New Testament. For the language of the apostolic fathers, in which allusions to cer¬ 
tain passages of the acts may indeed be found, is, nevertheless, not of such a character as to pro¬ 
duce entire conviction. But the testimonies which are furnished at the close of the second, and 
the commencement of the third century, or at the time when the canon of the New Testament 
became more firmly established, are so numerous, so weighty, and so decided, that not a doubt 
can remain respecting the ancient and general recognition of the Acts as a sacred book, written 
by the apostolic man named Luke. Hence Eusebius did not hesitate to enumerate this book 
nmong those writings of the New Testament canon, which were universally acknowledged as 
genuine {Hist. Heel. III. 25). The opposition of certain heretical parties, such as the Ebionites, 
Marcionites, Severians and Manicheans, who rejected the book solely for the reason that its state¬ 
ments were inconsistent with their doctrines, is not of such a nature as to impair our confidence 
in a feet supported by the ancient and universal testimony of the church. The statement found 
in a certain passage in Photius, to the effect that some persons supposed the book to have been 
written, not by Luke, but either by Clemens of Rome, or by Barnabas, cannot create any embar¬ 
rassment, since it may be readily explained by the feet to which Chrysostom bears witness in his 
Homilies on the acts; “There are many,” he says, “who do not even know that this book is in 
existence, or who can state the name of the author/* It may, besides, be easily conceived that 
the Gospels, and also the apostolical epistles were fer more generally readjhan the Acts (which 
may possibly still be the case, even in the most recent times); under such circumstances, some 
uncertainty respecting the name of the author, may have existed in the minds of many persons. 
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In the most recent times, when doubting has assumed the character of a regular profession, 
one point, at least, connected with the Acts, has not been called in question, viz.: that the third 
Gospel and the Acts proceed from the same author. That this author was Luke, the companion 
of the apostle Paul, has, it is true, been repeatedly denied, but this denial is supported by argu¬ 
ments which cannot be said to possess very great weight* 

The date of the composition of the Acts cannot be stated with entire precision. The cir¬ 
cumstance that the book does not speak of the death of the apostle Paul, does not fully authorize 
os to infer that it was written previously to that event. The silence which it observes on this 
point, may be easily ascribed to other causes. We may rather assume that not only the death 
of the apostle Paul, but also the destruction of Jerusalem had already occurred, when the book 
was written; and, indeed, Irenseus states that Luke had written his Gospel (the composition of 
which, as the first part, unquestionably preceded that of the Acts), after the death of Peter and 
PauL The book cannot, however, on the other hand, have been written at a much later period. 
"We may therefore assign the date of the book, to the period intervening between A. D. 70 and 80. 

I 3. THEOLOGICAL AND HOMILETICAL WORKS ON THE ACTS. 

For catalogues of special works on the Acts, or treatises on peculiar sections, see Heideg¬ 
ger, Enckir. Biblicwm, c. 7, p. 810 ff.; Danz, Universal- Wbrterb. d. theol. Lit. pp. 70-73; L^ 
uenthal, Bibl. Archivarius, 1745, pp. 358-420; J. G. Walch, Bibliotheca Theologica , T. % 
1765, pp. 654-662. 

Among the monographs, the following claim special mention: The fifty-five Homilies of 
CHRYSOSTOM; the commentaries of Theophylact and (Ecumenitjs; and, in a more recent period, 
the commentary of Limbobch, Rotterdam, 1711; J. E. C. Walch’s Dissertatones in Acla Ap. t 
3 vols., Jena, 1756 ff.; the version and commentary of Morus, edited by Dindorf, Leipsic, 1704; 
Hildebrand : The History of the Apostles of Jesus, presented in an exegetico-hermeneutical 
form, 1824; Stier: The Discourses of the Aposfles, 1829; 2d ed. 1861; Schrader: The Apostle 
Paul, 1830 flL; Neander: History of the Planting and Guidance of the Christian Church , by 
the Apostles. [An English translation of the third edition of the original work, by Ryland, was 
published in Philadelphia and New York in 1844, with the title: History of the Planting and 
Training of the Christian Church, etc.]. Baub: The Apostle Paul, 1845; Baumgabten: The 
Acts of the Apostles, or, The Course of the Development of the Church, from Jerusalem to Rome 
Halle, 1852: 2d ed. 1859 [translated into English by Morrison, and published in Edinburgh, 185$ 
In Clark's Foreign Theol. Library, 3 vols.]; Lange: The Apostolic Age, 2 vols., 1854. [P. 
8chaef: History of the Apostolic Church, 2d ed., Leipsic, 1854. Translated into English by 
Yeomans, New York and Edinburgh ; H. W. S. Thiersch : The Church during the Apostolic Age 9 
Frank! and Erlangen, 1852.]; H. Ewald : History of the People of Israel, 6th vol., also with the 
title: History of the Apostolic Age, to the Destruction of Jerusalem . 1858;f Hackett: Com¬ 
mentary on the Original Text of the Acts of the Apostles. Boston. 1851. [New edition, 1863; 
J. A. Alexander: The Acts of the Apostles Explained. 2 vols. New York, 1857. Third edi¬ 
tion, 1864 .—Tb.]. 

Works combining practical and homiletical matter:—M enken : Views of the Life of the Apos¬ 
tle Paul, and of the Primitive Christian Congregations, derived from several chapters of the Acts, 
Bremen, 1828; Brandt: " Apostolisches Pastorale,” or, The Acts, exhibited as a guide for the 

*NoU bp the Editor [lance]. The highly esteemed author [Lechler] does not here notice the recent attempts of the 
school of Banr to disprove the historical accuracy and truth of rax Acts, probably for two reasons-: first, an extended in* 
vestigation of the subject would hare occupied too much space; secondly, those attacks on Luke may now be regarded as 
already successfully repelled. We simply add the remark here that the works which refer to this special subject, as well 
ss the leading points themselves which are involved in it, are mentioned in our work, entitled: Dot Apostolische ZsitalUr, 
L ft ft. [The Apostolic Age]. One of the principal works which should be mentioned in this connection, is the author’s mo¬ 
nograph, entitled: Das Apostolische and Nachapotiolitcht Zeitalter [The Apostolic and Post-Apostolic Age, by G. V. Lech¬ 
ler]; ft received the prize offered by the Teyler [Theological] Society. [This Society had offered a prize for the best essay 
en the assaults of the Thbingen school on revealed truth. Lechler published a second edition of this valuable work, much 
enlarged (68 6 pages), in 1857.—Ta.] 

\ Note bp the Editor [Lange].—Wasaunt’s Chronology of the Apostolic Age is of special importance with respect ta 
chronological points connected with m Acts, 
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evangelical preacher and pastor in fulfilling the duties of his office with the Divine blessing, 
1848; Willigeb: " Bible-hours,” on the Acts, 1850; Langbein: Sermons on the Acts, Grimina, 
1852; Leonhardi and Spiegelhauer : Homiletioal Manual for Sermons on the Acts, 1855; 
Da Costa : The Acts, interpreted for Pastors and the Church, translated [from the Dutch into 
German] by Reifert, Bremen, 1860; Besses: The Acts, Explained in Bible-hours for the Church, 
1860. 

2 4. THE GREAT THEME, AND THE ORGANIC ARRANGEMENT OF THE CON¬ 
TENTS OF "THE ACTS” 

The theme of the book is the following:—The apostles of the Lord, appearing as his witnesses, 
both in Jerusalem, and all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth [ch. 
i 8]-the Church of Christ, described with respect to its founding, its guidance, and its exten¬ 

sion, in Israel and among Gentiles, from Jerusalem even unto Rome. This theme of the Acts 
comprehends a very large number of special facts, discourses and occurrences, which, at the same 
time, prefigure and sketch out the whole subsequent history of the Church. 

PART I. 

THE FOUNDING OP THE CHURCH OP CHRIST, AS A CHURCH DESIGNED FOR ISRAEL AND POE 
• THE ENTIRE HUMAN RACE (CH. I. AND II.). 

INTRODUCTION. 

A reference to the Gospel of Luke, as the first division of the whole work written by him (Ch. i. 1-3). 

Section I. Antecedents of the founding of the Church (Ch. i. 4-26). 

A. The Ascension of Jesus and the last instructions, commandments and promises ad¬ 
dressed by him to the Apostles (Ch. i. 4-11; comp. Mark xvi. 19 ff.; Luke xxiv. 
49 ffi). 

B. The return of the Apostles to Jerusalem; their continued intimate union; the com¬ 
pletion of the apostolic number Twelve, by the appointment of Matthias as an Apos¬ 
tle (Ch. i. 12-26). 

Section II. The founding of the Church, as the Church of all nations, by the outpouring of the 
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost, by the testimony of Peter, who had an unction from the 
Spirit, and whom the divine blessing attended, by the conversion of three thousand persons, and 
by the devout fellowship of the believers (Ch. ii. 1-47). 

A. The Pentecostal miracle itself; its external features, and its internal operation, by 
which the assembled believers were filled with the Holy Ghost and enabled to speak 
with other tongues (Ch. ii. 1-4). 

B. The different impressions which were made by the event on Jews who came from 
foreign countries, especially when the disciples, filled with the Spirit, spake with 
other tongues (ver. 5-13). 

C. The testimony of Peter (ver. 14-36). 

D. The effect produced by this address, and the exhortations which followed it, namely, 
the conversion of three thousand souls, who were added by Baptism to the disciple® 
(ver. 37-41). 

E. The holy, devout, and blessed state of the primitive Church (ver. 42-47). 

PART II. 

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN JERUSALEM; ITS DEVELOPMENT AND GUIDANCE; ITS CONFLICTS 
AND VICTORIES, ACTS, AND SUFFERINGS (CH. III.-VII.). 

Section I. The healing of the lame man, an apostolical miracle wrought in the power of Jesus 
Christ; its effects: first, Peter's testimony concerning Jesus Christ, delivered in the presence of the 
people; secondly, the arrest of Peter and John; they are, however, released, after energetically 
vindicating themselves before the great Council. Ail these events tended to encourage, and to 
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strengthen the fidth of the Church; the oneness of spirit and brotherly love of the believers (Ch. 
in. and iv.). 

Section IL The miraculous and sudden judgment which visited the sin of Ananias and Sap- 
phira, delivers the Church from a danger that threatened it in its own bosom. The effects pro¬ 
duced by this event, and the internal progress of the Church, sustained by miraculous powers 
granted to the apostles (Ch. v. 1-16). 

Section III. Another, and a more violent assault, conducted by the Sadducean party, is fol¬ 
lowed by the imprisonment of all the apostles; the miraculous deliverance of the latter, their bold 
defence before the Great Council, and the intervention of Gamaliel, ultimately led (after they had 
suffered shame for the sake of Jesus), to their release (Ch. v. 17-42). 

Section IV. The complaint of the Hellenists that their widows Were neglected when relief 
was given to the poor, induces the apostles to direct that seven men should be chosen and ap¬ 
pointed for this service. The continued growth of the Church (Ch. vi. 1-7). 

Section V. Stephen, one of the Seven, who labored with great power and success, is accused 
of blasphemy; he vindicates himself in a powerful discourse; in consequence of that discourse he 
is stoned, but dies with blessed hopes, a conqueror through the name of Jesus (Ch. vi. 8—vii. 60). 

PART III. 

THE CHURCH OP CHRIST THROUGHOUT JUDEA AND 8 AM ARIA, AND IN ITS TRANSITION TO THE 

GENTILES (CH. VIII.-XII.). 

Section I. The persecution of the Church in Jerusalem, which began with the stoning of 
Stephen, and in which Saul especially took an active part, occasions the dispersion of the believers 
throughout Judea and Samaria, but also leads to the promulgation of the Gospel in these regions, 
and even to the conversion of a proselyte from a distant country (Ch. viii.). 

Section II. The conversion of Saul; his labors and experience immediately afterwards (Ch. 
ix. 1-30). 

Section III. During Peter's visitation of the congregations in Judea, he is induced by a 
special revelation from heaven to visit a Gentile named Cornelius, to preach Christ in his house, 
and to baptize him and those that were in his house; this act of Peter was at first regarded in 
Jerusalem with disapprobation, but was ultimately, after .the explanations which he gave, very 
gladly commended (Ch. ix. 31—xi. 18). 

A. While the congregations in the Holy Land enjoy repose, and continue to flourish, 
Peter visits them. During this period he heals JBneas, in Lydda, who was sick of 
the palsy, and, in Joppa, restores Tabitha to life (Ch. ix. 31-43). 

B. Concurring divine revelations conduct Peter from Joppa to the Roman centurion 
Cornelius, in Cesarea, to whom he proclaims Christ; and when the gift of the Holy 
Ghost is imparted to Cornelius and other Gentile hearers, Peter directs that they 
should be baptized (Ch. x.). 

C. The objections of prejudiced Judaeo-Christians to the association with Gentiles which 
had been commenced, are successfully answered by Peter, who appeals to the obvious 
interposition of the Lord in the whole transaction; hence, those who had objected, 
are not only satisfied, but also offer thanks to God for the conversion of the Gentiles 
(Ch. xi. 1-18). 

Section IV. The establishment of a Gentile-Christian congregation in Antioch. Its com¬ 
munion in faith and love with Jerusalem. Saul and the Antiochian congregation (Ch. xi. 19-30). 

A. The founding of the Church in Antioch, through the agency of Hellenists (Ch. xi. 
19-21). 

B. The Church in Jerusalem sends Barnabas to Antioch; he encourages the mem¬ 
bers of the recently formed congregation, and conducts Saul to them (ver. 22-26). 

C. The Antiochian congregation gives proof of its fraternal union with the Christians in 
Judea, by affording relief to the latter during a famine (ver. 27-30). 

Section V. The persecution of the Church in Jerusalem by Herod, and the execution of 
James; Peter is miraculously delivered from prison, and withdraws from Jerusalem; the perse¬ 
cution is terminated by a judgment of God, which overtakes the persecutor (ch. xii.). 
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PART IV. 

THE EXTENSION OP THE CHURCH OP CHRIST IN GENTILE COUNTRIES THROUGH THE AGENO* 
OP PAUL, THE APOSTLE OP THE GENTILES; HIS THREE MISSIONARY JOURNEYS, AT THJ 
TERMINATION OP EACH OP WHICH HE RETURNS TO JERUSALEM, AND DILIGENTLY PRO 
MOTES UNION BETWEEN THE GENTILE-CHRI8TIANS, AND THE JUDiBO-CHRISTIAN PRIMP 
TIVE CONGREGATION (CH. XIII. 1 —XXI. 16). 

Section I. The first missionary journey of Paul, accompanied by Barnabas, to the island 
Cyprus, and to Pamphylia and Pisidia, two provinces of Asia Minor (Ch. xiii. and xiv.). 

Section II. Paul, the apostle of the Gen tiles, and Barnabas, are sent from Antioch to Jeru4 



Section III. The second missionary journey of Paul, accompanied by Silas and Timotheus^ 
to Asia Minor and Europe (Ch. xv. 36—xviii. 22). 

Section IV. The third missionary journey of the apostle Paul—to Asia Minor, Macedonia,- 1 
and Greece; his return to Jerusalem (Ch. xviii. 23~-xxi. 16). | 

PART V. 

THE ARREST OP THE APOSTLE PAUL, THE RESULT OP WHICH IS, THAT HE NOT ONLY PINDS AH' 

OPPORTUNITY, IN THE PROVIDENCE OP GOD, POR DELIVERING HI8 TESTIMONY CONCERN- r 

ING JEStJS BEFORE HIS PEOPLE, THE GREAT COUNCIL, RULERS, AND PRINCES, BUT IS ALSO ! 

CONDUCTED TO ROME, THE CAPITAL OP THE WORLD, AND THE RESIDENCE OP THE K1CPI- ; 

BOR, IN ORDER TO BEAR WITNESS THERE CONCERNING JESUS CHRIST, IN THE PRESENCE OF r 

jews and GENTILES (ch. xxi. 17—xxvin. 31. Conclusion). J 

Section I. The cause and manner of the arrest of Paul (Ch. xxi. 17-40). 

Section II. The imprisonment of the apostle Paul in Jerusalem; his defence before the Is- ** 
raelitic people and the Great Council (Ch. xxii. 1—xxiii. 11). r,. 

Section III. Paul is conveyed from Jerusalem to Cesarea, and there speaks in defence of 
himself before the Roman procurators, Felix and Festus, as well as before King Herod Agrippa 
II. (Ch. xxiii. 12—xxvi. 32). 

Section IV. The apostle’s journey by sea from Cesarea to Rome (Ch. xxvii. 1—xxviii. 15). 

Section V. The abode and labors of the apostle Paul in Rome (Ch. xxviii. 16-31). L 

On the arrangement of the details furnished by the Acts, Lange has made some ingenious 
remarks in his Apostolic Age, I. 2, 48 ff. He observes, for instance, in reference to the section 
consisting of ch. iii.-xii., that here periods of external and internal obscuration and of splendor 
alternate in the Church, and that each period of its obscuration is succeeded by one of splendor, 
through the operation of the Spirit of Christ. In the section just mentioned, for instance, five pe¬ 
riods of external and four of internal obscuration are enumerated. In a similar manner, Lange 
arranges, p. 162 ff., the journeys of the apostle Paul, ch. xiii.—xxi., in two series, which corre¬ 
spond to each other, namely, three missionary journeys, and three journeys from his missionary 
field to Jerusalem, which regularly alternate. Now, the remark is undoubtedly correct that, after 
each missionary journey, Paul re-visited Jerusalem, and that he maintained the connection be¬ 
tween the Gentile-Christian missionary field and the original congregation. The second visit to the 
city is, however, indicated in ch. xviii. 22, in five words only, and is, indeed, so slightly men¬ 
tioned, that many readers and interpreters have not even noticed it. This circumstance shows, at . 
least, that Luke himself by no means assigned such importance to this visit to Jerusalem, as to 
describe it specially in his narrative. And with respect to the double series of periods of external 
and internal obscuration and splendor, it does not appear as if the historian himself, when he . 
wrote the book, had entertained such a view. As to the arrangement of the leading topics of the 
book, indicated by the matter itself, we believe that we have presented it in the five Parts men¬ 
tioned above* in a plain but lucid manner, and in correspondence with the word of the Lord in ch. ' 
i. 8, in which passage the theme of the whole book of the Acts is furnished. 
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ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


PART FIRST. 

founded, as a Church designed for Israel and for the 
I. and II.) 


INTRODUCTION. 

A reference to the Gospel of Luke, as the first division of the whole work written by him. 

Chapter I. 1-3. 

1 The former treatise [discourse]f have I [indeed] made, 0 Theophilus, of all that 

2 Jesus began both to do and teach,* Until the day in which he was taken up, after 
that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he 

3 had chosen: *To whom also he shewed [had shown] himself alive after his passion 
[suffering] by many infallible [ omit infallible] proofs, being seen of [in that he ap¬ 
peared to] them forty days, and speaking of [and spoke concerning] the things per¬ 
taining to the kingdom of God. 

[f Nora.—Where Dr. Lechler’s German version differs materially from the authorized English version, the variations, as 
fcr as the idioms of the two languages permit the translator to reprodace them, are also given, and inclosed in brackets.,— 


The Church of Christ 
entire human race. (Ch. 


BXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Yxn. 1. a. The former treatise. —Luke ap¬ 
plies this name to his Gospel, irparog Myoc, the 
first discourse, not only because he bad, in the or¬ 
der of time, written it previously to the compo¬ 
sition of Thb Acts, but also because it presents 
the groundwork of all that belongs to the sub¬ 
sequent history of the Apostles and the Church. 

h. All that Jesus began both to do and 
teach, as related in the Gospel. Where, how¬ 
ever, is the continuation of such “doing and teach¬ 
ing/ 1 as the word began implies, to be found ? It 
may unquestionably at first seem to be Luke’s 
meaning that he had exhibited the successive acts 
and teachings of Jesus from the beginning, and 
had then, as it would be self-evident, continued 
the narrative to the close of the life of Jesus on 
earth. Still, he must have had a special reason 
for attaching weight to the conception of the be- 
finning, and that reason can be the following 
only:—Luke distinguishes in his mind between 
the entire work of Jesus on earth, on the one hand, 


and his action after his ascension to heaven, on 
the other; he viewed the former as making a be¬ 
ginning or laying a foundation, in such a sense 
that Jesus himself, in his state of humiliation, be¬ 
gan or sketched out the work which, after he had 
entered into his glory, he completed through the 
agency of the Apostles (Starke). This view of 
the word ijp^aro (Olshausen, Schneckenburger, 
Baumgarten) is rejected by others, both as ar¬ 
bitrary in its character, and as ascribing to Luke 
a [modern] subjective view of the course of his¬ 
tory (de Wette, Meyer). The latter are in error,, 
for the entire book of thb Acts, from the begin¬ 
ning to the end, presents the following view of the* 
course of the events:—The exalted Lord operated 1 
in his Apostles, with them, and for them; thus he- 
continues the work which he had commenced 
during his life on earth. The first chapter already 
exhibits “the lot which fell upon Matthias” as a 
visible sign of a choice made by the Lord, “who- 
knoweth the hearts of all men,” ver. 24. The out¬ 
pouring of the Holy GhoBt is an act of the exalt- 


Digitized by tjOOQle 



8 


THE ACTS OP THE APOSTLES. 


ed Lord, ch. iL 88. When Stephen, “being full 
of the Holy Ghost,” sow “Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God,” and prayed: “Lord Jeetis, 
receive my spirit!” that prayer was, according 
to the book before ns, one which obtained an an¬ 
swer, for the Lord Jesus stood there, ready to 
receive him, ch. viL 56, 69. These few instances 
afford sufficient evidence that those commentators 
do not obtrude upon the book a subjective view 
of the course of history, but only give promi¬ 
nence to the conception which really pervades 
it, when they regard the leadings of the Apostles 
and of the Church that are related in it, as deeds 
of the glorified Redeemer, and as the continua¬ 
tion of all that he began during his ministry on 
earth. 

c. All that Jeans did and taught, Luke here 
says that he has already recorded. He maintains 
that his account of the life of Jesus is full and 
complete, without, however, claiming that every 
incident without exception had been related; 
such a detailed statement was given neither by 
the evangelist John (xx. 80) nor by Luke. In¬ 
deed, it would not have been possible, according to 
John xxi. 26, to relate all the deeds of Jesus with¬ 
out any omissions; neither was such a course 
necessary, since it is important to the Christian, 
not so much to know many things or all things, 
as, rather, to obtain a correct knowledge of all that 
constitutes revealed truth; that truth is found in 
the Gospel of Luke, in his Acts, and, in general, 
in the Word of God. 

Vkb. 2. o. Until the day in which he was 

taken np; —at that point of time the Gospel 
pauses, and the history of the Acts of the Apostles 
begins. The ascension of Jesus is not only the 
leading event which is common to both treatises, 
bat it Is also the turning-point of both. It was 
the glorious termination of Christ’s visible walk 
on earth, and also the beginning, alike momen¬ 
tous and rich in promise, of his invisible pre¬ 
sence and his operation on earth. C. H. Rieger 
says: “The foremost place is here assigned to 
the history of the Ascension to heaven, in order 
that we may continually remember that all that 
occurred in the visible world and thht is related 
in this book, originates in the invisible world 
* whither the Lord Jesus is for us entered’ (Heb. 
vi. 20). He who desires to understand aright 
the form which the Church of Christ assumes on 
earth, must continually bear the ascension of 
.Jesus in mind, and the invisible process by 
which he took possession of his kingdom, as well 
as the future manifestation of that kingdom.” 
’The phrase, he was taken up, describes the 
: ascension as an experience of Jesus, that is, as an 
.act of God the Father. At the same time, this 
term indicates that the event was not so much a 
local and sensuous exaltation from earth to hea¬ 
ven (although it is originally derived from such 
impressions made on the senses), as, rather, a 
spiritual and real event, in so far as Jesus then 
acquired a higher position and greater power and 
dignity. 

6. The day of the ascension is, however, one 
of vast importance in the eyes of Luke, not only 
on account of the exaltation of Jesus, but also on 
account of the oommandmenta whioh he then 
g$re to his chosen Apoatlea. These command¬ 
ments or commissions constituted the last will of 


the Lord, and the acts of the apostles, so far as 
they were really apostolical in their character, 
were simply the execution of that will. Luke 
indicates the importance of the latter by employ¬ 
ing the words did irvciparoc ayiov. Many inter¬ 
preters (among the most recent, Olshausen and 
de Wette) combine these words with oft? e^e/J^arm, 
t. e. whom he had chosen through the Holy Ghost, 
but the order of the words in the original does 
not admit of such a combination, which would be 
forced and unnatural. The most natural and 
simple sense of the words is the following: Jesus 
gave commandments through, or, by virtue of the 
Holy Ghost; that is, Jesus, who was anointed 
with the Holy Ghost (Luke iv. 1, 14,18; Matth. 
xiL 28), “in the power of the Holy Ghost” gave 
commandments to the Apostles to be his wit¬ 
nesses, etc., so that such commandments were 
given by the Spirit also. 

Vkb. 8. a. The circumstance that the Lord 
shewed himself alive to the Apostles, like 
the call which they had previously received, was 
both a preparation for the commission which he 
gave them at his departure, and also the neces¬ 
sary condition of its fulfilment. For how could 
he have given them the charge to be his witnesses 
in the world (i. 8. ii. 82), unless he had fur¬ 
nished them with the strongest evidence, and had 
most fully convinced them that he did live again, 
after having suffered and died? Now precisely 
such an assurance of faith, and such a strong 
conviction in the Apostles, as the appointed wit¬ 
nesses of Christ, whose testimony should proceed 
from their own personal knowledge, required as 
a basis proofs consisting of facts —not of one iso¬ 
lated fact, but of many (woXAd TCKpljpta). [“ This 
epithet (‘infallible’! is not expressed in Greek, 
but is really includea in the meaning of the noun, 
which is used by Plato and Aristotle to denote 
the strongest proof of which a subject is suscep¬ 
tible.” (J. A. Alexander). —Tb.]. He gave them 
many signs and evidences that it was He him¬ 
self, the Crucified One, whom they saw, and 
not another, and that He lived indeed,—evi¬ 
dences that appealed to the eye, the ear, and the 
touch. 

b. Forty days.—It has recently been assert¬ 
ed that this verse, according to which forty days 
intervened between the resurrection and the 
ascension, contradicts Luke’s Gospel, ch. xxiv.,in 
which, it is alleged, the ascension is represented 
as having occurred on the day of the resurrec¬ 
tion (Zeller, in his Apostelgesch., [The Acts, etc., 
critically investigated ], and Meyer, in his Com¬ 
mentary) . This assertion is altogether unfounded, 
inasmuch as it is absolutely impossible that all 
the events related in Luke, ch. xxiv., particularly 
in the portion extending from ver. 18 to the end, 
should have occurred within the limits of a sin¬ 
gle day, as indeed Lange has demonstrated 
(Apost. ZcitaUer, I. 84 ff. [The apostolic Age"]). It 
is true that Luke does not famish precise dates 
in his Gospel or distinguish particular periods 
of time from one another, and that, if we pos¬ 
sessed no other account of the occurrences which 
too* place between thp resurrection and the 
ascension, we could never have imagined that 
the interval between the two events extended to 
forty days. Still, this circumstance cannot be 
termed a contradiction, particularly when, on a 
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closer inspection of the Gospel (ch. xxiv. 44 , 50), 
we ascertain that the latter exhibits obvious 
traces of a transition from one incident to an¬ 
other, even if the dates are not precisely fur¬ 
nished. 

e. Speaking of - - - the kingdom of 
God. —During the interval between the resur¬ 
rection and the ascension, the Lord repeatedly 
appeared to the apostles, and thus firmly estab¬ 
lished their conviction that he was alive, as well 
as gave distinctness and strength to their con¬ 
sciousness that he was invisibly near them; at 
the same time he also initiated them more folly 
by word and doctrine into the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God [Luke viii. 10] by speaking 
of the things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God. —This kingdom was the great subject 
of the teaching of Jesus both before his death on 
the cross, and after his resurrection; and the 
present discourses concerning the kingdom, which 
immediately preceded the ascension, furnished a 
foundation for all that the apostles themselves 
“did” and “taught” after his exaltation. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The Jtrst treatise of Luke was the Gospel 
concerning Jesus; the history of the apostolic 
church occupied the second place. In the whole 
circle of our personal knowledge of Christian 
truth, the knowledge of the Person of Jesus 
Christ must occupy the first or highest place. 
Christ, the God-Man, is the foundation that is 
laid; nothing can be permanent that is not built 
on him. 

2. The history of the Church of Christ is the 
continuation of the divine-human life of Christ 
on earth. All that the apostles, and, after their 
day, other men of God have wrought, must be 
traced back to the continued action of the power 
of Christ. As he once came in the flesh, so he 
continually comes in the Spirit. This is the 
point of view indicated by the Bible, and the 
one which faith takes when it ponders the facts 
of Church History. He who desires to under¬ 
stand, not merely the first part, but also the 
whole, must survey with an attentive eye the 
operations of Christ in his Church. 

8. The actions and the teachings of Jesus. To 
regard him merely, as a teacher, is to divide 
Christ. Teaching was not even his first or chief 
offioe, but, rather, “he first performed himself 
that which he taught, and, indeed, spent thirty 
entire years in the most diligent practice of all 
the duties which he designed to prescribe after¬ 
wards to men.” (Brandt: ApostoUsches Pastorale). 
“Christ preached his own Ufa and lived his own 
doctrine .* 1 (Chubb). His doctrine may be found 
substantially in his acts, to which his sufferings 
also belong. And, in general, works and words, 
doing and teaching, belong together in the ways 
of God, and illustrate and aid each other. 

* 4. The Ascension of Jesus was his assumption 

(ver. 2, hwOJtfftrr, comp. 1 Tim. iii. 16). # The 
Eastern Church gave ^e name of Assumption- 
day (avdAjpfuc) to the festival of the Ascension. 
The eternal Son of God was again taken up; the 
Son of Man was taken up into glory. The Ex¬ 
alted One is, afld continues to be, the Son of Man; 


the fblness of the Godhead dwelleth bodily in 
him (Col. ii. 9), and where Jesus designs to be 
essentially present in his Deity, there, too, he de¬ 
signs to be present in his / human corporeality. 
Comp. Gbss: Lehre von der Person Christi, 1866, 
pp. 256 ff. [ Doctrine of the Person of Christ ]. 

5. The statement that Jesus had through the 
Holy Ghost given commandments unto the apos¬ 
tles, is intimately connected with the doctrine of 
the Holy Ghost: in the latter, the leading point 
of the mutual relation between God the Son and 
the Holy Ghost, involves many others which are 
still obscure. 

6. Christ showed himself to the apostles alive: 
this oircumstance indicates the high importanoe 
of the resurrection with respect to our faith; 
comp. 1 Cor. xv. 14, 17 ff. The fhot that “He 
lives,” is the principle of life—the ptmetum tok¬ 
ens —of Christianity; it is the main support—the 
heart—of all Christian faith, charity and hope. 

7. The discourses of the risen Saviour respect¬ 
ing the kingdom of God. The Word is the true 
lignt. By his word the Lord enlightened his 
disciples still further during the forty days, and 
prepared them for the service of the word. Even 
as the heart of the men who were going to Emmaus 
burned within them, while he opened to them the. 
Scriptures [Luke ;cxiv. 82], so the Lord still im-* 
parts light and warmth to believers through the 
Word, as a means of grace. 


HOMILETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vex. 1 . The former treatise The Gospel 
concerning Christ, his Person, and his Work, 
is, and indeed always must continue to be, the 
first and principal subject of the instructions 
which a teacher furnishes [Brandt: Apost. Past.), 
—O Theophilua; faithful servants of Christ 
watch over the whole flock with the utmost assi¬ 
duity and zeal; but when they find a Theophilus 
in the flock, that is, whm they find souls which 
earnestly seek God and their Saviour, they right¬ 
ly devote special attention to these, and endea¬ 
vor to instruct them in all things which belong 
to a perfect understanding of the way of salva¬ 
tion (Ib.^.— Of all that Jesus began. —After 
the glorious beginning, a glorious progress fol¬ 
lows. Theophilus had naturally addressed the 
question to himself: How did it occur that 1 be¬ 
came a Christian? How could the Gospel pene¬ 
trate even to Romef Luke now furnishes the 
answer:—Jesus, who ascended to heaven, sent 
the Gospel even to Rome. TheophiluB, and all we 
who are Christians, belong as surely to the Lord 
Jesus, and are as intimately connected with him 
as the original disciples. He who in the begin¬ 
ning called his own, has also called us; for even 
as he began both to do and to teach, until the day 
in which he was taken up, so, too, he continues 
ever after to do and teach, as a Prophet, High- 
priest, and King in his kingdom. (Bessbr: JBibeUt.). 
It is not sufficient when we begin well; it is our 
duty to persevere in obedience to the end. (Starke). 
—To do and teaoh. —The doctrine and the life, 
the word and the walk, the revelation and the 
fulfilment of the divine will, were always com¬ 
bined in Jesus the Teacher, to whom no teachei 
is equal; he lived in accordance with that which 
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he taught, and performed himself all that he 
commanded. He is therefore not only the divine 
Master, at whose feet we should sit in order to 
learn the will of God from him, but he is also 
our divine example; when we follow in his steps, 
we can always have the blessed assurance that 
we are doing the will of God. It is the duty of 
every Christian both “to do” and “to teach,” 
that is, he must be a Christian not in words only, 
but also in deed, Matth. vii. 21. (Starke). 

Vkr. 2. a. Until the day in which he 
was taken np. —The Spirit of God has care¬ 
fully provided that our knowledge respecting 
Christ’s state of exaltation should be as full as it 
is respecting all that occurred in his state of hu¬ 
miliation ; he has thus taught us from the begin¬ 
ning that all those would commit an error of 
judgment who should deem the latter state alone 
entitled to attention. (Apost. Past.).—We cannot 
form a correct judgment respecting the peculiar 
appearance which the Church of Christ now pre¬ 
sents on earth, unless we continually bear in 
mind, first, the ascension of Jesus; seoondly, the 
fact that the mode in which he begins to take 
possession of his kingdom, is invisible; and, 
thirdly, the future manifestation of that kingdom. 
(K. H. Rieger).—The first treatise, or, the Gos- 
* pel of Luke, commences with the incarnation of 
Jesus Christ, and concludes dith his ascension, 
or his return to the Father; the latter is the ter¬ 
minating point of his visible walk, his doing and 
teaching on earth, but not of his operations in the 
midst of his redeemed people. That ascension 
is, rather, the condition on which Christ’s coming 
in the Spirit depends, and is really the com¬ 
mencement of this coming, by which Christ, who 
is now exalted above the heavens, uninterrupt¬ 
edly bears witness to his own kingly might and 
grace; hence Luke begins his history of the 
Apostles and of the Church by repeating his ac¬ 
count of the ascension (Leonhardi and Spiegel- 
hauer: 1Jomilet. Handfwch zur Apostelgesch .).— 
All that occurs in the "sijde world originates in 
the invisible world; tho apparently tangled 
threads of human affairs and of earthly events, 
meet above us, and are held by the hand of the 
holy and almighty Ruler of the world; so, too, 
in a special manner, that power whioh controls 
the history of the kingdom of Jesus Christ (of 
which history the Book of thb Acts constitutes 
the first and most attractive portion), resides in 
the hand, once pierced, of our blessed Lord and 
Saviour, who was exalted from the cross to the 
right hand of God. 

b. After that he through the Holy Ghost 
had given commandments unto the apos¬ 
tles whom he had chosen.— Here the apos¬ 
tles, whose history the book before us relates, 
are introduced. The Son did not return to the 
bosom of the Father [John i. 18] until he had 
effectually provided for the continuance of his 
work on earth, by commanding his chosen apos¬ 
tles to assume the office of preaching the Gospel, 
and by leaving with them the promise of the | 
Holy Ghost. The selection and mission of the 
apostles, and the endowments which they re¬ 
ceived, constitute, in their combination, an act of 
the prophetic wisdom, the sacerdotal love, and the 
kingly authority of our Lord, of the importance 
of which we can never form too high an estimate. 


How could the kingdom of Christ have endured 
after his departure, unless these executors of his 
testament had been invested with full authority 
and power by him? We are distinctly informed 
in the text that Christ was taken up at the very 
time when he was giving instructions and com¬ 
mandments to his apostles; thus he taught not 
only during his life and at his death, but also at 
his ascension. Imperatorem oportet slantem mori, 
et vcrum ecclesise Christiana doctorcm decet doctntem 
vivere, mori, codot adscendere . (Apost. Past.).— 
Through the Holy Ghost had given com¬ 
mandments. —That which Christ has taught 
through the Holy Ghost, we must also receive 
and learn through the Holy Ghost. (Starke). 

Vbr. 3. a. To whom also he shewed 
himself alive after his passion.— Those who 
behold the sufferings of Christ and suffer with 
him, shall also live and reign with him [2 Tim. 

ii. 11, 12].—When men preach the Gospel, it is 
important that they should be competent to bear 
witness respecting his Itfe, as well as his suffer¬ 
ings and death; in both respects the apostles 
were qualified to speak by their experimental 
knowledge. The same duty continues to devolve 
on the messengers of the Gospel. Unless they 
have been crucified and have died with Christ, as 
well by that faith by which all things are their 
own [1 Cor. iii. 21], as also by-following him 
and crucifying their old man with him [Rom. vi. 
6], they have no true knowledge of his life. 
(Apost. Past.).—Thousands in Israel saw the 
ignominious sufferings of Christ on the cross; 
but the great truth that He who was put to death 
in the flesh, was quickened by the Spirit [1 Pet. 

iii. 18], is manifested on earth to those alone who 
have themselves been qualified by faith to receive 
the Spirit in whioh Christ lives bodily. (Besser). 

b. Speaking of the things pertaining to 
the kingdom of God. —It is still the duty of 
religious teachers to exhibit a full and complete 
image of the kingdom of Christ on earth to their 
hearers, so that they may see it in its various 
aspects, and not be misled by false views. If we 
should describe that kingdom to them in pleasant 
terms alone, and refer only to the blessedness to 
which it conducts, they would afterwards be 
ready to take offence when dark clouds arise, and 
the kingdom of Christ appears in that form of 
which he has spoken to us prophetically in John, 
ch. xvi., and elsewhere. (Apost. Past.). 

On thb whole section. The dimne character 
of the Bible , proved from the wonderful combina¬ 
tion of opposite qualities in the books which com¬ 
pose it: I. They relate to personal matters, and 
are, nevertheless, universally applicable. II. 
They refer to special circumstances and occa¬ 
sions, and are, nevertheless, suited for all sub¬ 
sequent ages. (The Gospel of Luke and the Acts 
were both written for Theophilus).— The suffi¬ 
ciency of the Scriptures: they present, 1. Not every 
point of general interest, but, II. All that is ne¬ 
cessary to salvation.— Christ , our Prophet: I. In 
his acts; and II. In bis words.— The command¬ 
ments of Christ are spirit and life [John vi. 631: I. 
Inasmuch as he is himself anointed with the Holy 
Spirit; and,II. GrantS^he Holy Spirit to them 
that obey him.— The oneness of God the Son and 
the Holy Ghost.—“Because I live, ye shall live 
also. 9 * [John xiv. 19].— The condescension and 
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greet of the Lord, manifested in his appearances 
during the forty days which succeeded his resur¬ 
rection : L He appeared often; and, H. Furnished 
infallible proofs that He was alive.— The value of 
the evidence that Christ lives : L It is the foun¬ 
dation of our faith; II. The anchor of our hope. 
—The course of the kingdom of God, and of the Sa¬ 
viour, is the tame: L First, the cross; II. Then, 
the crown. fG. V. Lechler). 

The Gospel concerning the life of Jesus on earth, 
the first treatise: this descriptive phrase refers 
L To the vast results which the Gospel has pro¬ 
duced—it is the germ whence all the succeeding 
developments of the kingdom of God on earth 
have proceeded. The phrase indicates, II. The 
cheerfal character of the contents of the Gospel— 
viewed as the most benign message which fallen 
man ever received. It exhibits, HI. The very 
ancient origin of the Gospel—as the testimony of 
faithful witnesses of the truth, founded on their 
personal experience, (ver. 8,)—(as opposed to 
the negative assertions of a destructive criticism.). 
—The irrefutable testimony of Jesus Christ , the faith¬ 
ful witness [Rev. i. 6] : it is tarnished, I. By aU 
that he did as well as by all that he taught; II. 
By his sufferings and death, as well as by his 


glorious exaltation; IH. By the mouth of his 
Apostles, as well as by his personal acts; IV. By 
the course of events in the history of the world 
and of his kingdom, as well as by the internal 
experience of true believers.— The deep religious 
significance of the interval of forty days between the 
resurrection and the ascension: I. For the Lord; it 
was a period in which he (a) found a holy, sab¬ 
batical repose after the completion of his redeem¬ 
ing work; (b) terminated the pastoral labors 
which he had performed for the disciples, and 
c) joyfully awaited his approaching exaltation. 
I. For the disciples; it was a period in which 
they (a) arrived at the close of that blessed in- 
tercourse which they had enjoyed with their 
glorified Master; ( b) searched their own hearts 
diligently (“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me?”), and thus (c) were tally prepared to per¬ 
form their apostolical labors in the world, in. 
For us; it is a type (a) of that happy life of faith 
with Christ in God, which is hidden from the 
world. Col. iii. 8; (b) of that blessed labor of love 
performed in the hearts of our friends in view of 
the approaching separation; (c) of our joyful 
hope of entering the glory of heaven. 


FIRST SECTION. 

ANTECEDENTS OF THE FOUNDING OF THE CHURCH. 

Chapter I. 4-26. 

A. THE ASOBKSIOE OF JESUS AND THE LAST INSTRUCTIONS, OOMMANDMENT8, AND PROMISES AD¬ 
DRESSED bt him to the apostles. (Mark xvi. 19 ff.; Luke xxiv. 49 ff.). 

Chapter I. 4-11. 

Oobtuh :—The last meeting of Jesus and his disciples; tho command that they should remain in Jerusalem; the promise 
of the baptism with the Holy Ohost; the declaration that the Apostles, without knowing the time of the appearanoe 
of the kingdom of God, should be witnesses of Jesus, from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth; the visible ascension of 
Jesus, and the testimony of the angels that he would come again visibly. 

4 And, being assembled together with them, 1 [he] commanded them that they should 
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, 

5 ye have heard of me. ♦For John truly [omit truly, /a£v] baptized with water; hut 

6 ye shall he baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. *When they there¬ 
fore were come together, [They who had come together now (e>3v)] they [ora. they] 
asked 2 of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to [the 

7 people of] Israel? *And [But, d£] he said unto them, It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons [periods or points of time], which the Father hath put in [deter- 

8 mined in accordance with] his own power [authority]. *But ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you*: and ye shall be witnesses unto me [my 
witnesses] 4 both in Jerusalem and in all 5 Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the ntter- 

9 most part [end] of the earth. *And when he had spoken these things, while * they 

10 beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. *And while 
they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went upTdeparted], behold, two men 

11 stood by them in white apparel [garments] •: * Which [Who] also said, Ye men of Gali¬ 
lee, why stand ye gazing up into [towards] heaven? this same [omit same] Jesus, 
which [who] is taken up from you into heaven, shall so [will, Ifoueerai] come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 
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l Tor. 4.—The reading is sufficiently sustained by nearly all the MSS. [by A. (B. o til), 0. D. K. and Codes 

81n*iticus], in contradistinction from <rvyaAurK6fievos in Cod. D. or (rvyavAu^crof in Theodaret; the last is recommended 
by Oriesbach. [The marginal rendering (WicliC, 1380; Rheims, 1580): eating together with him , is an ancient explanation 
of the textus receptue , <rvva\i£6pLtvoe, and is adopted in the Vulgate, convcscens; it has been rejected as erroneous by the 
most eminent modeVn interpreters, except Meyer.—Tx.] 

* Ver 6 .—Lachmann, Tischendorf and others, hare correctly preferred the simple form npwmv [found in A. B.C. (oriel* 
nail and Cod. Sin.], to the compound enfpwTMy, which is a correction of the former, in Cod. C. [Alford retains swap, with 
C. (second correction) D. E.—Tx.] 

« Ver. 8 . a.—[The marginal rendering: the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon you. (found also in the Vulg. nrtn* 
tom tupervenientis Spiritus Hindi l is regarded by the best writers (Winer: Gram. N. T. f 19.2), as leas accurate wan the 
version (Granmer, 1539,) presented in the text.—Tx.1 

« Ver. 8, b. —ilov in A. B. 0. D. [and Cod. Sln.l is better supported than /mm in E. 

* Ver. 8 . c.—«v before 11*07 [as in text, rrc.], is undoubtedly spurious; it is wanting in A. and and was inserted in 
0. by a later hand. ['Ey is found also in B. K. and Cod. Sin., but is dropped by Lech. Tisch. and Alt—Tx.] 

* Ver. 10.—The-plural eoihjtreot Atvxatr is to be preferred to the sing, ctr&qrt Xevxg [of text rec.]; the former was the 
original reading in Cod. C., but was changed into the singular by a later hand. [Alford regards the singular as the better 
reading; it is found in D. E., but Lach. and Tisch. adopt the plural with A. B. Cod. Sin., Vulg.—Tx.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 4. a. Here, again, Luke specifies neither 
the time nor the place of the meeting; the latter, 
as we subsequently learn, ver. 12, was Mount 
Olivet. The times of the several appearances of 
the Lord mentioned in Luke’s Gospel, ch. 24, can- 
not be defined with entire precision, and the same 
remark applies to the time of the present meet¬ 
ing; we may infer from ver. 2 ff., that it oc¬ 
curred on the fortieth day after the resurrection, 
provided that ver. 4 and ver. 6 both speak of the 
same meeting. The latter view has been contro¬ 
verted by Olshausen, who appeals to the parallel 
passage, Luke xxiv. 49 ff., where the command 
that the disciples should tarry in Jerusalem until 
they were baptised with the Spirit, seems to pre¬ 
cede the final meeting in the order of time. This 
argument has, however, but little force, since the 
passage, Luke xxiv. 49, is obviously a very brief 
summary of the last words of Jesus; and, besides, 
even if we should adopt Olsbausen’s view, the 
two passages, Luke xxiv. 49 ff., and Acts i. 4 ff., 
would not be found to be strictly parallel; indeed, 
ver. 6 leads most naturally to the conclusion that 
the conversation occurred at one and the same 
meeting. 

h. Being assembled together.—This final 
meeting of Jesus and his apostles is distinguished 
from all the others which occurred after the re¬ 
surrection, by the circumstanoe that on this oc¬ 
casion the Lord desired the presence of all his 
apostles. The word <rwakt^6fievoQ signifies, it is 
true, not only, in an active sense, a gathering to - 
gether of others , but also, in the middle voice, a 
coming together of ourselves: still, it indicates both 
the presence of all who were expected, and also the 
deep significance of this interview, for no term 
of the same class is applied to the other appear¬ 
ances of the risen Lord. The solemnity ana sig¬ 
nificance of this meeting are not derived simply 
from the oiroumstance that it was the last of all, 
or that on this occasion the apostles should be 
witnesses of his glorious assumption, but are 
specially due to the fact that he now revealed his 
last will and intentions. 

c. Commanded them. —The last command¬ 
ment given by the Lord to the apostles directed 
them to await the gift of the Holy Ghost in Jeru¬ 
salem. It could not be obeyed without the exer¬ 
cise of self-denial on their part. For if they had 
yielded to a natural sentiment, which doubtless 
influenced them, they would have withdrawn 
from Jerusalem, and thus retired from the pre¬ 
sence of men whom they dreaded, as well as 
have, in a certain measure, escaped their owq. 


painfhl recollections of the sufferings of the Lord, 
and of their previous unfaithfulness and faint¬ 
heartedness. But it was the will of God that the 
law should go forth out of Zion, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem (Isaiah ii. 1-3)—that 
the foundation of his Messianic kingdom should 
be laid on this holy mountain—that, on the spot 
in which enmity against the Lord’s Anointed 
had assumed the most awful form, the superior 
power of grace might be revealed—and, that there 
the glory of the name of Christ should be dis¬ 
played in the most triumphant manner by the ef¬ 
fusion of the Spirit, by the conversion of thou¬ 
sands, and by signs and wonders. 

<L The promise. —With this command, which 
was oppressive to the feelings of the disciples as 
men, a special promise, of preeminent value, 
was immediately connected. For after the Re¬ 
deemer who had been promised to the fathers, 
had come, the greatest and most blessed promise 
which remained, and which is now on the eve of 
being fulfilled, referred to the outpouring of the 
Spirit. Jesus terms it the promise of the 
Father, because God the Father had promised 
the gift of the Spirit through the prophets under 
the old covenant, e. g. Isai. xliv. 8; Joel ii. 28 ff.; 
etc. And in this connection Jesus reminds the 
disciples of his own words: here there is a tran¬ 
sition from the indirect to the direct form of ex¬ 
pression |^which the English translators indicate 
by inserting saith he; see, for other instances, 
Luke v. 14; Acts xvii. 8; xxiii. 22, and for ex¬ 
amples in Greek writers, Winer : Gr„ N. T. 
463.2.—Tr.]. The Lord’s allusion cannot, how¬ 
ever, be to his words recorded in Luke xxiv. 49, 
since his last conversation with the disciples is 
also there reported, but rather to passages like 
.Luke xii. 11, 12, and to the discourses found in 
John’s Gospel, ch. xiv—oh. xvi. The latter cir¬ 
cumstance, vis.: that one of the Synoptists seems 
to recognize the existence of the Johanneio dis¬ 
courses, is worthy of special attention.—This 
promise of a full and complete baptism of the 
Spirit is in perfect harmony with the partial 
communication of the Spirit, whioh had already 
occurred, Luke ix. 55; John xx. 22. 

Ver. 5. a. Baptised with the Holy Ghost. 
—The gift of the Spirit is here termed a Baptism, 
and is thus characterized as one of most abun¬ 
dant fulness, and as a submersion in a purifying 
and life-giving element. The term and the image 
are both derived fromAhe water-baptism of John, 
but not without an additional allusion to the wit¬ 
ness which John the Baptist bore (Luke iii 16). 
The onlv difference which is found in the lan¬ 
guage of these passages consists in the circum- 
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ftaaoe that when John foretold the baptism with 
the Spirit, he described it as an act of Christ, 
which is not expressly confirmed in the present 
passage, since the exigencies of the case did not 
require the mention of the divine Person from 
whom the baptism with the Spirit would proceed, 
but only an assurance of the fact itself. 

-6. Not many days henoe.—This statement 
of the time is wisely so framed as to produce both 
a joyful “hasting unto/’ and also a “looking 
for” in faith (2 Pet. iii. 12), and thus to exercise 
the faith of the disciples. 

Van. 6. The question proposed by the assem¬ 
bled apostles, was called forth by the Lord’s own 
words. They ask concerning the time, as he 
had referred to the near approach of the time of 
their baptism with the Spirit; they ask concern¬ 
ing the kingdom, as he had repeatedly spoken 
to them, after his resurrection, of the kingdom 
of God, rer. 8. They were also influenced by his 
reference to the approaching outpouring of the 
Spirit, which they were the more ready to con¬ 
nect with their conceptions of the Messianic king¬ 
dom, as his resurrection had re-animated the 
most exalted hopes in their souls. Hence they 
ask: “Lord, dost thou at this time establish 
the kingdom for (the people of) Israel?” All 
the ardor of patriotic men, to whom the liberty, 
the grandeur, and the glory of their nation were 
very dear, manifests itself in this question, com¬ 
bined with the devout hope that all the divine 
promises which had been given to the people of 
Ood, would be fulfilled. The kingdom which is 
the objeet of their hope, is a kingdom of Israel, 
a theocratic kingdom, deriving its existence and 
reality from the Messiah, and intended to give 
liberty, greatness and dominion to the people of 
Israel, who were at the time oppressed by a heavy 
yoke. The apostles believe that they are almost 
authorized by fhe words now pronounced by the 
Lord, to hope for an early restoration of this 
kingdom.—The interpretation of the question in 
the following sense: Wilt thou then restore the 
kingdom to the Jews who crucified thee? (Light- 
foot)—cannot, in our day, need a special refuta¬ 
tion. 

Vsn. 7. It is not for you, etc.—The answer 
of the Lord, which has been frequently, and, in¬ 
deed, in some cases, grossly, misinterpreted, ex¬ 
hibits as much divine wisdom as human tender¬ 
ness; it is intended rather to instruct than to 
rebuke. He does not deny them the privilege of 
asking, but only the right to know the times or 
the seasons which the Father, who alone pos¬ 
sesses sovereign power, has appointed. The Son 
guards the royal prerogative—the divine reser¬ 
vation—the exclusive rights of the Father. It 
is, besides, instructive to notice the distinction 
which is indicated by Jesus between and 
aoqxM; they are period* and epochs (seasons of 
greater and less duration, respectively), during 
which certain acts and purposes of God are ac¬ 
complished; the knowledge of both, which are 
eloaely connected, is withheld not only from men 
in general, but even from the apostles also. The 
latter may be enlightened servants of God, and 
yet be as little competent to answer questions 
concerning the time of any of the developments 
of the kingdom of God as were the prophets of 
the old covenant, 1 Pet. L 11. J. A. Bengel, it is 


true, supposed that even if it was not given to 
the apostles to know the times, it did not thence 
necessarily follow that such knowledge would 
not be given to others of a later day—that, in 
the divine economy, revelation was progressive— 
and that truths were made known in the Apoca¬ 
lypse of John, which were at this earlier period 
still hidden from the apostles. This excellent 
man, however, in whom, in many respects, a gift 
of prophecy dwelt, still made shipwreck concern¬ 
ing his calculations of the times and the seasons 
founded on the Apocalypse, and has thus fur¬ 
nished another striking proof that the words of 
Christ still abide: “It is not fitting that you 
should know periods or points of time.” [The 
author of the Gnomon had been led by his calcu¬ 
lations, which he modestly submitted to the ex¬ 
amination of competent judges, to assign the year 
1886 as the commencement of the Millennium. 
Tk.]. So far, then, the Redeemer spoke only of 
the tints, which constituted the chief point in the 
question of the apostles. As to the fact itself, 
the coming of the kingdom, and as to Israel's pri¬ 
vilege with respect to the latter, they entertained 
no doubt; and the Lord was so far from disap¬ 
proving of such an expectation, that he rather 
confirmed it by declaring that the Father had 
fixed the times. Now we know that neither a 
period nor an epoch can be affirmed concerning 
an event which is only imaginary.—Those inter¬ 
preters have altogether mistaken the sense, who 
maintain that Jesus here entirely rejects the con¬ 
ceptions entertained by his apostles. respecting 
the Messianic kingdom, for this is by no means 
the case. He did not deny that either their ex¬ 
pectation of the appearance on earth of his glo¬ 
rious kingdom in its reality, or their hope of the 
glorious future which that kingdom opened to 
the people of Israel, was well founded; he simply 
subdued their eager curiosity respecting the time, 
and directed their attention to the practical duties 
which they were to perform at the present period. 

Via. 8. But ye shall receive power.— 
While it was not given to the apostles to know 
the times of future events, the duty to act or work 
at the present time was assigned to them; they 
also received the assurance that they should be 
qualified for their work by the Holy Ghost, who 
would come upon them. They “ shall be wit¬ 
nesses,” t. e., they shall not merely bear witness 
but be witnesses in their own persons, and the di¬ 
vine power which is promised is itself the pledge 
of the truth of the promise. They shall be wit¬ 
nesses for Jesus with respect to his Person— 
their vocation itself is a witness. And where ? 
In Jerusalem - - - the earth. —The apostles 
are directed to abide in Jerusalem and await the 
Holy Ghost; it was needful that their witness 
should be heard first of all in that city. But as 
the stone which is oast into the water creates 
circles which continually expand, so the apos- 
tolio witness concerning Jesus, first offered in 
Jerusalem as the central point, and in its vi¬ 
cinity, is designed to extend its influence con¬ 
tinually, until it reaches the extreme boundaries 
of the earth. The term Lr^drov nyf yfr does 
not designate the limits of any country, as, for 
instance, those of the Holy Land, but the far¬ 
thest points of the whole earth. The Son of man 
has a heart which beats for all mankind, oven if 
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his own nation lies nearest to it—even if salva¬ 
tion is to proceed from the Jews,-and the word 
of the Lord is to go forth from Jerusalem (John 
iv. 22; Isai. ii. 8). The characteristic feature 
of universality which belongs to Christianity, or 
the divine purpose to offer grace to all mankind 
in Christ, accords both with the historical pre¬ 
rogative of Israel in the economy of God, and 
also with the law of gradation or the necessity 
of an advance from a lower to a higher degree. 

-That ver. 8 both contains the general theme of 
the whole book of the*Acts, and also involves 
the principle according to which the materials 
have been arranged, is shown in the Introduc¬ 
tion, J 4. 

Ver. 9. And when he had spoken, etc.— 
Immediately after the Lord had spoken words of 
such deep import, embracing the whole earth, all 
mankind, and the whole succeeding course of 
Christian history, as if a celestial perspective 
were presented, his own ascension followed. No 
other passage of the Scriptures exhibits this 
event so fully and distinctly as the present. The 
ascension consisted of two parts: the Lord was, 
first, visibly taken up, so that the apostles could 
follow him for a short time with their eyes as he 
rose on high; then a cloud (probably a bright 
cloud, Matth. xvii. 6) passing beneath received 
him, and thus removed him from their view 
(irrrtfaipev). 

Ver. 10, 11. And while they looked, etc. 
—They Were still steadfastly gaiing toward hea¬ 
ven after the disappearance of the Lord, when 
already two men stood by them. That these were 
unquestionably angels, appears from the follow¬ 
ing three facts: the suddenness of their appear¬ 
ance, for no one had seen them approach; then, 
their white, shining apparel—a visible repre¬ 
sentation of celestial purity and holiness; lastly, 
the tidings which they brought to the disciples, 
being a message sent from heaven to the earth. 
For these heavenly messengers were appointed 
not metely to comfort and encourage the dis¬ 
ciples by their appearance, but also to proclaim 
a certain truth (o! kclI dnov). This truth is two¬ 
fold, including both a question and a promise. 
The question (“Why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven ?”) gently rebukes the contemplative, in¬ 
active (ioTfjKaTt) sadness and longing of the 
disciples, whose glances and thoughts were 
still directed upwards, as if they wished that it 
were possible to hasten after their Lord, and 
abide in his presence; their vocation, on the con¬ 
trary, consisted, not in gazing inactively in the 
direction whither he went, but in zealously and 
vigorously doing his work on earth. The pro - 
mise whicn the angels are commissioned to give, 
refers to the visible return of Jesus; it is pre¬ 
cisely this prospect which encourages all “that 
love the appearing” [2 Tim. iv. 8] of the Lord, 
to do his will with diligence and zeal. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The promise of the Holy Ghost is the 
most important communication which the Lord 
made to his apostles immediately before his as- 
oension. There is a divine consistency in this 
oourse, since the love of God the Father, as well 
the grace of the Son and his redeeming work, 


alike refer to the gift of the Holy Ghost, and are 
consummated by it. The Holy Ghost is the ab¬ 
solute and perfect unity in the inner life of the 
triune God, and the communication of the Holy 
Ghost is the highest point in the progressive 
series of divine revelations. When the eternal 
Word of God was made flesh and dwelt among 
us, God came near to men in a wonderful man¬ 
ner; but the most intimate communion between 
God and men occurs in the Holy Ghost. The 
incarnation of God is the union of God with the 
human race in the Person of the one Mediator; 
it is a new, a holy,, a more exalted beginning of 
the race in the second Adam; the outpouring of 
the Spirit is the union of God immediately with 
all the individual human souls that receive the 
Spirit unto themselves. The sinful raee of men 
needs a purification and a deliverance from sin 
and guilt, on the one hand, and a new life, on 
the other, as well as an elevation to God, all of 
which can proceed from God alone. Christ, the 
God-Man, who was made sin for us [2 Cor. v. 
21], has finished the work of reconciliation, as¬ 
sumed the sins of the world, and taken them 
away; but he is, besides, the way, the truth and 
the life, and by him we come to the Father. 
And it is the Holy Ghost from whom both our 
purification and our new and divine life proceed. 
These truths are involved in the conception of a 
“baptism with the Holy Ghost” which the Re¬ 
deemer, while alluding to the water-baptism of 
John, here announces; for as in the material 
world water has the twd-fold effect of cleansing 
and recreating or vivifying, so the baptism with 
the Holy Ghost has a two-fold operation: it 
urifies the soul, and also-infiises into it divine 
fe and power (ver. 8). 

2. The kingdom of God is one of those funda¬ 
mental conceptions or truths which pervade the 
word of God, particularly the New Testament. 
A kingdom of God has existed ever since God 
has created and governed the world, but it has 
passed through different periods, experienced 
various developments, and exhibited manifold 
forms. When the apostles proposed the question 
in ver. 6, they thought of the kingdom of glory. 
Jesus withheld from them and from us a know¬ 
ledge only of the time, but did not leave the feet 
itself involved in doubt. Not only the Scrip¬ 
tures of the Old, but also many weighty passages 
of the New Testament, establish the truth that 
Israel may look forward to a future condition 
which is full of promise, and to a certain pre¬ 
rogative in the kingdom of God. But it is a very 
different question whether we are competent to 
define in an intelligent manner the character, 
the extent, and the various relations of this fu¬ 
ture privilege of Israel. That question is not 
answered affirmatively by the manner in which 
Christ deals with the interrogation of his disci¬ 
ples,—his significant silence on the one hand, 
and, on the other, his weighty testimony re¬ 
specting the fact itself. It is not without a deep 
meaning that he calls their attention (and our 
own also) to the present, direct, and practical 
vocation in the kingdom of grace; that vocation, 
which in its holy, comprehensive and honorable 
character, should now preeminently occupy 
their thoughts, authorizes them to be the Lord’s 
witnesses to the ends of the earth. It unquee- 
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tionably exposes the Lord’s servants to many a 
painful conflict The kingdom of grace often 
passes, in accordance with the divine dispensa¬ 
tion, under the cross, and its motto is: Succumb¬ 
ing conducts to victory. The witness is often re¬ 
quired to become a martyr , and, indeed, both 
conceptions are connected with the word 
itaprvpcg. But the most vigorous growth of the 
kingdom of Christ is frequently seen precisely 
under the cross. 

3. The Ascension of Jesus is both the glorious 
termination of his terrestrial, and also the glo¬ 
rious commencement of his celestial life. It was, 
partly, a visible, partly, an invisible, process. 
The gradual ascent of the Lord, until a cloud re¬ 
ceived him, was visible; but the Lord’s actual 
reception into heaven itself, or the true aWOappis 
into the glory of heaven, was invisible. The fact 
itself was announced by the angels (ver. 11), and 
had also been foretold by the Lord previously to 
his sufferings. (John xiv. 2 if.) He had himself 
repeatedly appeared to his disciples during the 
forty days which succeeded his resurrection, but 
on every occasion he had vanished out of their 
sight as suddenly as he had 'appeared; comp. 
Luke xxiv. 31. But when he finally parted from 
the assembled apostles, he permitted their glance 
to dwell distinctly and continuously on his as¬ 
cent to heaven; thus, they who were appointed 
to be his eye-witnesses, were perfectly assured 
by the testimony of their senses, as far as such 
could be given, that he no more belonged to the 
earth or abode on it, but had, when all was 
finished, gone to the Father from whom he had 
come. And, indeed, Jesus as man ascended to 
heaven; it was the same Jesus who had died on 
the cross an£ risen from the grave that, on this 
last occasion, assembled with hiB disciples, and 
then ascended. 

4. The ascension of Christ and his second 
coming are to be viewed in their combination; 
they are connected in the most intimate manner 
in the message brought by the angels. The same 
Christ who went to heaven, will hereafter re¬ 
turn ; he who comes to judge the living and the 
dead, is the Son of man, the Crucified One, the 
same who was wounded for us, who was dead, 
but is now alive forevermore (John v. 27; Rev. 
L 18, and comp. ver. 13). The heavenly mes¬ 
sengers bear witness to a threefold truth; He 
will return; he will return as the same; he will 
return in like manner as he went, that is, visibly 
and in glory. The angels make no allusion to 
the precise time of his coining, even as he him¬ 
self had declared that the times and seasons were 
secrets belonging to the Father alone. 

5. The internal between the two events, the 
asoension and the return of ChriBt, constitutes 
that whole period of time during which the his¬ 
tory of the apostles and of the entire Church, 
runs its course. During this interval the Lord 
reigns at the right hand of the Father, unitedly 
with the Father; but he reigns in the midst of 
his enemies also. When the eye of faith glances 
upward to that glory in which the Crucified One 
now sits enthroned, and when Christian hope 
looks forward to his return, new strength and 
joy are imparted to the believing heart. 


HOMILBTIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Van. 4. a. And, being assembled together 
with them. —Before Christ can avail himself 
of the services of teachers in gathering men unto 
himself, he first gathers those teachers them¬ 
selves under the wings of his grace, so that, after 
they are warmed and penetrated by his love, 
they may minister to him. Let him who is not 
gathered with others unto Christ, by no means 
assume the sacred office. (Apost. Past.). 

b. Commanded them that they should 
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the 
promise. —The true disciple does not wilfully 
withdraw from his post, but waits until the Lord 
commands him to depart, even if those among 
whom he must labor, should resemble the occu¬ 
pants of the den of thieves in Jerusalem (Ibid.). 
Remember, 0 my soul, the weighty saying: “Go, 
when Jesus calls thee; hasten, when he draws 
thee; pause, when he restrains thee.”—The bur¬ 
den imposed by the command is alleviated for the 
disciples by the precious pentecostal promise 
connected with it. The yoke of the law is made 
easy and light by the Gospel. (Leonhardi and 
Spiegelhauer). 

c. Wait for the promise of the Father.— 
No one is permitted to preach prematurely, be¬ 
fore the day of Pentecost, else would he act in 
his own name, and the Lord would Bay: * I have 
not sent thee.’ A pentecostal shower must pre¬ 
cede every sermon, in order that the latter may 
operate effectually and awaken men. (Gossner.). 
—The Holy Spirit promised by the Father is the 
Spirit of adoption. (Besser.). 

Ver. 6 For John truly baptized with 
water; but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost. —After Jesus had finished his 
work, having been baptized with water and with 
blood, the promise of John could be fulfilled: 
“He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.” 
Luke iii. 16. (Besser.).—The measure in which 
the Lord grants his Spirit to his servants is pro¬ 
portioned to the work in which he employs them. 
He had previously imparted the Holy Ghost to 
his disciples, (John xx. 22), but now promises 
that he will grant the Spirit in a still fuller mea¬ 
sure. 0 that we would receive and retain the 
gift with more devout earnestness I Then would 
an ever increasing measure be surely given to 
us [John iii. 84]. (Apost. Past.).— Not many 
days hence. —Christ does not specify the day 
and the hour with respect to his kingdom. He 
desires that his people shall watch, pray, and 
wait. The believer, is spiritually educated by 
patient expectation; but his heart is encouraged 
when he hears such words as these: “Not many 
days hence”—“a little while”—“behold, I come 
quickly.” (Leonh. and Spiegelh.). 

Ver. 6. Lord, wilt thou at this time re¬ 
store again the kingdom to Israel? —Al¬ 
though we well know that the kingdom of Christ 
always exhibits its most vigorous growth under 
the cross, and thus acquires subsequently in¬ 
creased glory, we are, nevertheless, inclined by 
nature to wish for tidings of its external pros¬ 
perity and splendor, rather than of those trials 
which usually promote its growth so efficiently. 
(Apost. Past.).—At the same time, the sentiments 
which the apostles express in the question cannot 
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be said to be of the clhss of those which pre¬ 
vailed among carnal Jews. They had been as¬ 
sured that, being baptised with the Holy Ghost, 
they should receive the promise of the Father. 
Hence they looked forward with joyful hope to 
Israel’s entire redemption; the peace of heart 
which they eqjoyed would be imparted to their 
nation; and the kingdom, the blessedness of 
which they already enjoyed in spirit, would, as 
they trusted, be revealed in all its might and 
splendor. (Besser V 

Vkr. 7, 8.—It la not for yon to know the 
times or the seasons—; bat ye shall re¬ 
ceive power. —The question of the disciples 
exhibited certain commendable features, such as 
a longing for the manifestation of the kingdom of 
heaven—a presentiment in their souls that great 
events were on the eve of occurring—and a re¬ 
cognition of the truth that now, when the King 
was ascending his heavenly throne, the power 
of his kingdom on earth must necessarily be re¬ 
vealed. The feature of the question which could 
not receive the Lord’s approbation was solely the 
impatience on the part of the disciples, which it 
betrayed; they eagerly desire to know the time 
and the hour; they presume to inquire respecting 
the manner, the place and the time of the coming 
of the kingdom of God, instead of humbly in¬ 
trusting the Lord’s work to his own care, and of 
fulfilling their personal duties in meekness of 
spirit. That impatience the Lord mildly reduces 
to silence by uttering the words: It is not for 
yon to know ; of those personal duties of the 
disciples the encouraging promise reminds them: 
Ye shall reoeive power.— That power is de¬ 
signed to make them agents in hastening the ap- 
roach of the time and the hour of the Messiah’s 
ingdom on earth.—No better remedy for a mor¬ 
bid tendency to indulge in unprofitable specu¬ 
lations can be found, than a spirited course of 
action on the part of an individual, both in his 
religious and in his secular life; such a pro¬ 
cedure will not only enable him to dismiss pain¬ 
ful and importunate questions, but also conduct 
him to a practical solution of his difficulties.— 
Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Sa¬ 
maria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth. —No region is so desolate and un¬ 
promising, that, when the Lord sends a mes¬ 
senger to it, and the messenger goes forth at His 
command and in the power of His Spirit, such 
witness should not produce fruit. (Ap. Past.).— 
Jerusalem, the place in which the Spirit was first 
received, was designed to be likewise the place 
in which the witness of the Spirit should first be 
heard; the land of promise [Heb. xi. 9] was de¬ 
signed to offer the first congenial soil to the pro¬ 
mise which is itself the fulness of spiritual bless¬ 
ings. Samaria , the missionary field, “ white al¬ 
ready to harvest” (John iv. 85), is mentioned by 
the Lord as a region intermediate between Ju¬ 
dea and the countries of the Gentiles. The utter¬ 
most part of the earth may possibly indicate 
Rome, for that capital of the world represented 
all the known nations of the earth. We shall 
find that the arrangement of the contents of thb 
Acts strictly conforms to this arrangement of the 
witnesses. (Besser). 

Vbr. 9. while they beheld, he was taken 


up.—The interest and the affections of a large 
proportion of those who are styled Christians, 
are absorbed by the affairs of this transitory life; 
they seek after earthly objects, and give little or 
no heed to the fact that Christ has ascended on 
high. Here the Holy Ghost interposes and pro¬ 
claims that Christ did not remain on earth, but 
ascended to heaven, so that while we dwell here 
below in the body, we may, nevertheless, lift up 
our hearts and thoughts on high, and not permit 
ourselves to be overcharged with cares of this 
life [Luke xxi. 84]. According to the rule which 
every Christian must adopt, the body and the 
old Adam may be occupied with temporal things, 
but the heart must seek spiritual and eternal 
treasures, even as Paul says: “Seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God.” Col. iii. 1. (Luther).—Christ, who 
ascended to heaven, is truly the Lord both of 
counsel and of action—the living principle of the 
history of the apostles. (Besser).— A cloud 
received him out of their sight. —A visible 
cloud received the visible presence of Jesus, but 
other clouds were advancing, of which we read 
thus in Isai. xlv. 8: “Drop down, ye heavens, 
from above, and let the skies pour down right¬ 
eousness.” A cloud of witnesses (Heb. xii. 1) was 
ordered to diffuse a spiritual rain over the thirsty 
earth. (Ap. Past.).—Thus the clouds above us 
and around us are visible witnesses of the invisible 
Saviour, and like a light veil conceal the eternal 
High Priest from our bodily eyes. But as surely as 
the clouds are not only above us, but also around 
and among us, so surely is He who is enthroned 
behind the clouds, also among his people. (Willi- 
ger). 

Vxr. 10. And while they looked stead¬ 
fastly toward heaven—behold, two men 
stood by them. —So, too, the servants of Jesus, 
in an especial manner, should fix their eyes and 
hearts on Him, in all their purposes and acts, in 
their struggles and their sorrows; then will the 
glance of Jesus meet their own; for while he 
dwelleth on high, he humbleth himself to behold 
the things that are bolow. (Ps. cxiii. 6, 6). How 
faithful the Saviour is! He is scarcely removed 
from the sight of his disciples, before he sends 
two of his heavenly messengers in order to cheer 
them; it was a pledge that his great promise 
concerning the mission of the Spirit should be ful¬ 
filled (Ap. Past.).—The two men in white ap¬ 
parel, clothed in brilliant festive garments (Mark 
xvi. 5), and the men of Galilee, who are un¬ 
known or despised on earth, but well known in 
heaven, and mentioned with honor for the sake 
of Him who was called a Galilean [Luke xxiii. 
6], are now intimately united; a Mahanaim 
[Gen. xxxii. 2], a double encampment of angels 
and of men—the holy Church—is now established 
on earth. (Besser). 

Yer. 11. o. Ye men of Galilee. —After the 
Galilean Jesus occupied the throne at the right 
hand of God, no title of honor could be conferred 
on his disciples more glorious than the one 
which they here received. (Leonh. and Spieg.). 
—Why stand ye gasing up into heaven? 
—This language reminds us of the Easter-sermon 
of the angels: “Why seek ye the living among 
the dead?” [Luke xxiv. 5]. [Besser).—The 
rapture with which the servants of Jesus gaze on 
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his glory (and also their painful longing to be at 
home with him), can never justify inaction on 
their part, or forgetfulness of their office and 
calling. The joy of the Lord is designed to be 
their strength [Nehem. viii. 10], when they la¬ 
bor in behalf of the souls of others. (Ap. Past.^. 
—The ascension of Jesus has opened a way in 
which we can follow him to heaven. (Starke). 

b. This same Jeans—shall so come. — 
“Occupy till I come!” (Luke xix. 13). It is 
this commission, and no otner, which his servants 
who are intrusted with the talent of the Spirit, 
are commanded to fulfil. He shall come— 
such alone are the words of the angels when they 
impart comfort and hope to the apostles, and the 
Church confesses the same hope, in simplicity 
of faith, in the second Article [of The Creed: 
“From thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead.” Tb.]. (Besser).—Truly, he will 
come in like manner as he went into heaven; 
his glorified wounds, the marks of his humilia¬ 
tion, will shine forth on that day in the sight of 
his people and of all the world; then will his 
people be comforted, seeing that their Saviour 
has “obtained eternal redemption” [Heb. ix. 12] 
for them; but unbelievers and all the enemies 
of his cross will be filled with terror; they shall 
look upon him whom they have pierced, and all 
shall mourn on earth. [Zech. xii. 10 ff.]. (Leonh. 
and Spieg.). 

On the whole section. —The hope of the right - 
ecus man : it is, I. An exercise in obedience; II. 
The fruit of faith; III. A duty which is convert¬ 
ed into gladness (Prov. x. 28). (Lechler).—Not 
depart from Jerusalem, ver. 4.—The duty of 
all faithful servants of Jesus to act as witnesses, 
especially in calamitous times: I. It imposes a 
difficult task; II. It is attended with an exalted 
promise.— The gift of the Holy Ghost , a baptism 
with the Holy Ghost, in so far as the Spirit, I. 
Cleanses th e soul, as water cleanses the body; 
and,II. Recreates and strengthens the soul, as 
the bath renews the bodily strength. (Lechler). 
—Zorrf, when will thou restore thy kingdom f This 
question, which presents itself to the minds of 
disciples even in our day, is, I. An authorized 
question; when it proceeds from ( a ) a well-esta¬ 
blished faith, which awaits the coming of the 
Lord’s kingdom; (6) compassionate love, which 
desires the salvation of the world; (c) holy sor¬ 
row, produced by the distress of the times. But 
it is, IL An unauthorized question; when it pro¬ 
ceeds from (a} a carnal impatience, which desires 
that the kingaom of God should come with obser¬ 
vation [Luke xvii. 20]; (6) spiritual presump¬ 
tion, which attempts to ascertain that which the 
Father hath put in his own power, or reserved for 
himself; (c) religious sloth, which gazes at the 
clouds with folded arms, while the great vocation 
of all requires them to work diligently for the king¬ 
dom of God.— The true remedy for spiritual presump¬ 
tion: I. An humble waiting for the hour of the 
Lord; II. Alacrity and diligence ir performing the 
duties of our particular calling. —The kingdom of 
God in Us different aspects: I. Under the cross; II. In 


its heavenly glory. (Lechler).— Christ , our King: 
I. Wearing, first, a crown of thorns; II. After¬ 
wards, a crown of glory, (id.).— Faithfulness m 
that which is leasts the pathway to greatness in hea¬ 
ven. (id.).— Christianity , viewed as a call to men to 
become witnesses: as such, it requires, I. Expe¬ 
rience; II. Assurance of faith; III. Veracity; 
IV. Fidelity and perseverance, (id.).— Ye shall 
be witnesses unto me! Such is our vocation: L 
In its glory—witnesses of the exalted King; II. 
In its lowliness—witnesses unto Him alone t not 
unto or for ourselves; IIL With its trials—wit¬ 
nesses of the Lord in a hostile world; IV. With 
its promises—“power from on high,” [ver. 8; 
Luke xxiv. 49]. —The power of the Holy Ghost: I. 
Our need of it; II. The manner in which it is re¬ 
ceived. (Lechler). — The Ascension of Jesus: 
viewed as, I. The glorification of Jesus; II. The 
glorification of our human nature; III. The glo¬ 
rification of the whole earth. (Kapff.).— With 
what sentiments do we now look on our ascending 
Lord? I. With deep gratitude for the gifts and 
promises which he has left behind; II. With won¬ 
der and joy, awakened by the glory attending his 
departure; III. With a blessed hope of his re¬ 
turn, which he has promised. (Westermeyer.).— 
In what manner are we to look upward toward our 
ascended Lord1 I. By diligently searching his 
word; II. By earnestly seeking those things 
which are above; III. By a strong desire that he 
should draw us unto himself. (Starke).— Whither 
does the ascension of the Lord direct our glance ? I. 
To the work which he finished—the blessings of 
which we are to extend to others; II. To heaven— 
into which he was taken up, and where he has 
prepared a place for us [John xiv. 2}; III. To his 
second coming unto judgment—which we are to 
await with a devout and submissive spirit. (Lang- 
bein). —The true mode of looking upward to our ex* 
alted Saviour: it consists, L In a correct under¬ 
standing of the importance of the ascension*, 
namely, (o) the word concerning the kingdom, (b) 
the power of the Holy Ghost, (c) the visible event, 
as an emblem of the truth that Christ lives for¬ 
ever ; II. In a proper use of the legacy of our ex¬ 
alted Lord; (a) a proper application of the word 
concerning the kingdom, and reverence for the 
privilege of being admitted into it, (6) sanctifica¬ 
tion in the Holy Ghost, (c) joyful expectation of 
the return of the Lord. (Harless).— The results 
of the ascension of our Lord; he has ascended to 
heaven, in order, I. That we may have our con¬ 
versation in heaven; II. That we may have peace 
on earth; III. That we may receive the gifts 
which will enable us to follow him. (Pehn).— 
The promises of the Redeemer at his departure: I. 
“Lo, I am with you alway” [Matt, xxviii. 20]. 
He is with us (a) in the Scriptures,. ( b) in the 
holy affections of our souls, (e) in the persons of 
those who bear his image. II. “This Jesus shall 
so come.” Even now He is already eome again 
unto judgment, in so far as good and evil men are 

(a) alike made known or characterized by him, 

( b ) separated, and (c) conducted to the places 
respectively assigned to them. (Schleiermacher.). 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


B. THE RETURN OT THE APOSTLB 8 TO JERUSALEM*, THEIR CONTINUED INTIMATE UNION; THE COMPLE¬ 
TION OP THE APOSTOLIC NUMBER TWELVE, BY THE APPOINTMENT OP MATTHIAS A 8 AN APOSTLB. 

Chapter I. 12-26. 

Oohtxkts :—The Apostles, after returning from Mount Olivet, continued with one accord in prayer, with others, rer. 12 - 
14; Peter proposes the appointment of a witness of the resurrection of Jesus, in the place of the traitor Jodas; two 
persons are chosen; Matthias is numbered with the Eleven. 


12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from 

13 [near] Jerusalem [, being distant] a sabbath day’s journey. *And when they were 
come in, they went up into an [the, r<)] upper room, where [they then] abode[,] both 
Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and 
Matthew, James the son of Alpheus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother 

14 [ omit—the brother ] of James. ♦These all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication, 1 with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. 

15 ♦And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said (the num¬ 
ber of names together were [there was a multitude of persons together,] about a 

16 hundred and twenty,) *[Ye] Men and brethren, this Scripture must needs have been 
fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas. 

17 which was [who became a] guide to them that took Jesus. ♦For he was numbered with 
[among*] us, and had obtained part [assumed the lot] of this ministry [service]. 

18 ♦Now this man purchased a field [a piece of ground] with the reward of iniquity; 
and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. 

19 *And it was [became] known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as [so 
that] that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The [ omit 

20 The] field of blood. ♦For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation 
be [become] desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and, His bishoprick * let another 

21 take. 4 ♦Wherefore of these men which [who] have companied with us all the time that 

22 the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, *Beginning from the baptism of John, 
unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be [must 

23 one become, yevia&at'] a witness with us of his resurrection. ♦And they appointed 

24 [placed] two, Joseph, called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. ♦And 
they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which [who] knowest the hearts of all men, shew 

25 whether of these two thou hast chosen, ♦That he may take part [receive the lot*] of 
this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell [Judas turned 

26 aside], that ne might go to his own place. *And they gave forth their lots; and the lot 
fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

1 Ver. 14.—[The reading of the text. rea. ital rf) Btfyrti, after irpoccvxfj, found in C. (second correction), but is omitted 
In A. B. C. (original) D. K. Cod. Sin., Vulg., and is cancelled by Lachmann, Tischendorf, and Alford.—Tn.J 

* Vcr. 17.—{Lechlcr’s translation Indicates that he, like Alford, rejects vvk of the text, rec., as found in most of the minus¬ 
cules, and reads in accordance with the beet manuscripts, viz., A. B. C. D. E. Cod. Sin.; and this reading is preferred by 
nearly all recent critics.—T r.] 

* Ver. 20.—a. [Lechler renders the original, iwursowiiv, by AuftehcramL, literally, over iter'% office; the margin of the 
English Bible presents the rendering: u office (Geneva, 1667X or, charge.” This translation strictly conforms to the origi¬ 
nal in Psalm cix. 8 , |Tlp3' comp. Num. lv. 16. Peter here designates by the term, according to Meyer, de Wette, etc., 
the apostolic office. —Tr.] 

*Ver. 20.—b. [A<£0oi, of text rec^ with E., “is a correction to suit the Sept.” (Ps. cLx. 8 ). (Alf.)—L&ch., Tisch., Borne- 
mann, and Alt read Ao£frw, with A. B. C. D. Cod. Sic.—T r.1 

* Ver. 26.—[For icAnpov, of text, rec., before rq? 8 t«., with minuscules, but also Ood. Sin. Lech., Tisch., Born., and Alt 
read x6nov, with A. B. C. (original) D. Vulg. (locum.)— 1 Tr.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 12. From the mount. —This verse dis¬ 
tinctly shows that the mount of Olives was the 
scene of the ascension. The narrator assumes 
that the reader already possesses a general know¬ 
ledge of the place where the Lord ascended; 
when he expressly remarks that the apostles re¬ 
turned to Jerusalem from the mount , he describes 


the locality with sufficient precision. A sab¬ 
bath day’s journey (2,000 cubits or 4,000 
[German] feet [about three-quarters of an Eng¬ 
lish mile.— Tr.J) was the extent of a walk al¬ 
lowed on the sabbath by the rabbinic traditions; 
this approximate measure of the distance of the 
mount from the city is furnished by Luke sim¬ 
ply because Theophilus was not acquainted with 
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the Holy Land from personal observation. His 
statement, however, refers only to the general 
distance of Xhe mount, and does not imply that 
such was the exact distance of the spot whence 
the Lord ascended. The remark in Luke’s Gos¬ 
pel, xxiv. 50, that Jesus led the disciples out of 
the city lag elg By&aviav, as far as to Bethany , 
does not contradict the statement in the present 
passage, as some commentators, de Wette, for 
instance, have intimated. For that passage in 
the Gospel does not assert that the ascension 
had occurred in the immediate vicinity of Beth- 
any, nor does the one before us assert that 
Jesus, at the moment of the ascension, had 
been as near as a sabbath day’s journey to Je¬ 
rusalem ; the former passage merely states that 
the occurrence had taken place on the way to 
Bethany, which was situated on the eastern de¬ 
clivity of the mount [“at the mount,” n pdf, Mark 
xi. 1; Luke xix. 29 .—Tb.]; even Strauss con¬ 
ceded that the two passages do not involve a con¬ 
tradiction.—As Bethany lay at a distance of fif¬ 
teen Btadia from Jerusalem (John xi. 18), and as 
only six stadia are assigned to a sabbath day’s 
journey, the precise point from which the Lord 
ascended, must lie between these two extremes. 
(Robinson: Palestine , I. 258 f.; 275). 

Ver. 13, 14. They went up into an [the] 
upper room.—When the apostles returned to 
the city, they did not disperse, but with one 
accord continued together, and diligently pre¬ 
pared, with prayer and supplication, for the 
promised outpouring of the Spirit. For this 
purpose they went up into the upper room, 
that is, a chamber in the highest story of a 
certain house, immediately below the flat roof, 
where, remote from the tumult of the world, they 
could devote themselves without disturbance to 
their holy occupations. It was not a chamber in 
the temple, as some earlier interpreters have 
supposed, but was one that belonged to the private 
residence of an adherent of Jesus; for the state¬ 
ment in Luke xxiv. 58, that, after the ascension, 
the apostles were continually in the temple, does 
not necessarily imply that in the present passage 
the temple is again to be regarded as the locality; 
still less do the two statements contradict each 
other, as Strauss and others maintain. The 
words in the Gospel can only mean, in accordance 
with all the circumstances of the case, that when 
all the people visited the temple, namely, at the 
usual hours of prayer, the apostles invariably 
came thither also; the present passage informs 
us that at other intermediate times, they abode 
in the chamber already described.—The names 
of the eleven apostles are here given in full at 
the commencement of the narrative, for the pur¬ 
pose of placing those in a prominent position who 
constituted the central point of the Church of 
Christ, and to whom personally the promise of 
the Spirit had been given. They remained with 
one accord together, for “in union there is 
strength.” Still, they did not vainly imagine 
that they possessed any strength of their own; 
on the oontrary, they deeply felt their weakness 
and poverty, and earnestly prayed for the power 
of the Holy Ghost which had been promised.— 
They were, moreover, not led by pride of office to 
draw a line of demarcation between themselves 
and others, but, on the contrary, cordially united 


in prayer and supplication with all others who 
believed on Jesus. And here three groups of 
believers appear, besides the apostles: (I.) The 
women who had followed Jesus; some of them had 
attended him from Galilee to Jerusalem, Luke 
xxiii. 49; among these Mary, the mother of Je¬ 
sus, is alone expressly named; she is not again 
mentioned in the New Testament. (2.) The breth¬ 
ren of Jesus , who had formerly (John vii. 5) been, 
not /or, but against him, but who now unques¬ 
tionably believe on him It is, moreover, worthy 
of observation, that the brethren of Jesus are 
here, on the one hand, plainly distinguished 
from, the eleven apostles, and, on the other, ob¬ 
viously placed in a certain connection with the 
mother of Jesus; hence it may be inferred, first, 
that brothers, in the direct sense of the word, and 
not cousins of Jesus, are meant, and, secondly, 
that no one of them was at the same time an 
apostle. (3.) For the other disciples } see ver. 15. 

Ver. 15. a. About a hundred and twenty. 
—Besides the air6<TT0?/)t, ver. 2, the ywalKeq and the 
afiehf>oi tov ’I tyjov, ver. 14, a larger assemblage of 
yadijral appears before us, consisting of the whole 
number of those who received Jesus as their 
Master and Lord, and were willing to yield obe¬ 
dience to him. A meeting was held on one of 
those days , i. «., during the interval of ten days 
between the ascension of Jesus and the outpour¬ 
ing of the Spirit, at which about 120 individuals 
were present: this number doubtless includes the 
apostles, the brethren of Jesus, and other disci¬ 
ples; the last, of course, constitute the majority. 
This statement of the number has been regarded 
by some writers with suspicion, and been repre¬ 
sented as inaccurate and unhistorical (Bafr: 
Paulus, p. 67; Zeller: Apostelgesch, p. 117 f.), on 
the ground that it is in conflict with Paul’s words 
that Jesus “ was seen of above five hundred breth¬ 
ren at once.” 1 Cor. xv. 6. Two considerations, 
however, show that his words by no means con¬ 
tradict the present passage: (1.) Luke does not 
at all intend to state in the present passage the 
precise number of all the disciples of Jesus in the 
whole country, but simply to report the number of 
those who were present at this meeting, the object 
of which was to appoint in the company of the 
apostles a successor to the traitor Judas. (2.) 
Paul, on the other hand, does not specify, in the 
passage just mentioned, the place in which the 
Lord appeared to the 600 disciples. This event 
may have occurred in Galilee, where the great 
majority of the disciples of Jesus resided; a 
comparatively small number dwelt in Jerusalem, 
in which city even the apostles themselves find re¬ 
mained only in consequence of the express com¬ 
mand of the Lord; see Lechler’s [the author’s] 
Apost, u. nachapost. Zeitalter. 2 Aun. p. 276 f. 

b. And in those days.—Peter stood up in 
the midst of the disciples, addressed them, and 
made a certain proposition. It is apparent that 
“he is the mouth of the Apostles and their cory- 
pheus,” as Chrysostom says; and, indeed, he oc¬ 
cupies the first place in the list of their names in 
ver. 18. Still, fie does not himself regard his 
primacy in such a light as to assume the authority 
to supply the vacated twelfth apostolate, as if he 
possessed sovereign power; neither do the apos¬ 
tles believe that even they have, collectivelv, suf¬ 
ficient authority to fill a vacancy which had 
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occurred in their number, by an act of their own, 
independently of the action of others. On the 
contrary, the apostles, in whose name Peter acts, 
submit this matter, which concerns their office 
and ministry, to the assembled disciples, in order 
that they all, as the Church, may deliberate, re¬ 
solve, and act. Such a course was accordingly 
adopted; for those who appointed Barsabas 
and Matthias (ver. 23), who referred to the two 
latter in their prayer (ver 24), and who, finally, 
gave forth their lots (ver. 26), were, as it appears 
from the connection, not the apostles exclusively, 
but all the assembled disciples.—How different 
the conduct of Peter here is from that of his pre¬ 
tended successor in Rome ! How readily he con¬ 
cedes liberty of action to the congregation of 
believers, at a time, moreover, when they had not 
yet received the gift of the Holy Ghost! 

Ver. 16. Concerning Judaa.—The address 
of Peter refers to two closely connected subjects: 
the departure one apostle, and the necessity 
of appointing another in his place; he presents 
both in the light of the word of God. The circum¬ 
stance that ail apostle of the Lord could fall so 
deeply as to become a guide to them that took 
Jesus, and that he then died in so shocking a 
manner, might easily awaken grave doubts in the 
minds of others, and cause them to stumble. It 
was, therefore, of great importance that the whole 
subject should be placed in the proper light. This 
task Peter performed. He begins with the dec¬ 
laration that the circumstances moat needs 
[£d«] occur; they are not merely accidental, but 
constitute the fulfilment of prophecies which the 
Scriptures contain (ver. 16 and 20). David had— 
he continues—spoken prophetically, by the in¬ 
spiration of the Holy Ghost, concerning JudaB 
and the desolation of his habitation, and also 
concerning the appointment of another in his 
place. In the 109th Psalm, which, in the early 
ages of Christianity, was called the “ Iscariotic 
Psalm,” and also in the 69th Psalm, David, the 
type in the Old Testament of the Redeemer, after 
certain very painful experiences, pours forth all 
his feelings: in the course of his complaints he 
also utters fearful imprecations in reference to 
those enemies who treated the Anointed of God 
unmercifully. He says, for instance; “ Let their 
habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in 
their tents.” Ps. lxix. 25. “ Let his days be 

few; and let another take his office.” Ps. cix^ 8. 
And as Jesus was the antitype of the sorely perse¬ 
cuted and devout king, so Judas was the antitype 
of those earlier enemies of God and his Anointed ; 
in Judas, accordingly, the curse and also those 
imprecations were necessarily fulfilled. As Peter 
is fully convinced that these words in the book 
of Psalms were fulfilled in him who betrayed 
Jesus, he changes the plural into the singular 
when he refers to the sense of the language oc¬ 
curring in Ps. lxix; he does not, however, intend 
to assert that David himself had consciously and 
distinctly referred exclusively to Judas and his 
apostleship; for he does not say here that David 
had spoken of Judas, but that the Holy Ghost had 
spoken prophetically by the mouth of David 
(ver. 16) concerning Judas. This fact fully ac¬ 
cords with the following view:—David expressed 
his own grief in those Psalms, and referred to 
his own enemies whom he well knew; but as he 


was at the same time animated by the Spirit of 
God, he uttered thoughts and words which would 
be actually fulfilled in the most perfect manner 
only in the experience of the Redeemer; hence 
Peter applies the words' specially to the accursed 
traitor, of whose expulsion from office and horri¬ 
ble end any previous deposition from office would 
afford only a feeble image. 

Ver. 17-20. He was numbered with 
# [among] ub. —In order to show that the prophecy 
in Ps. cix. 8 was really fulfilled in Judas, Peter 
mentions, in ver. 17, the circumstance that the 
traitor had once been a fellow-apostle, without 
which the words could not be applied to him; 
and, in ver. 18, he refers to the property of Judas 
which had become desolate in consequence of his 
awful death. He establishes the former declara¬ 
tion by adducing the fact that Judas had actually 
been enumerated among the Twelve and Had ob¬ 
tained the ministry, that is, the apostolate, as the 
portion belonging to him. When Peter (for it is 
he who speaks in ver. 18 ff. and not Luke in his 
own person) refers, subsequently, to the property 
of Judas, and then to his death, it cannot be 
denied that the words are so framed that, without 
the aid of the parallel passage in Matth. xxvii. 
6 ff., it would have occurred to no one that Judas 
had perished by committing suicide (“hanged 
himself”), and that the “ field of blood” had been 
purchased only after his death. The words 
before us undoubtedly Beem rather to convey the 
idea that Judas had himself purchased that piece 
of ground, and had afterwards been killed by a 
violent fall. Nevertheless, no reasons of suf¬ 
ficient weight exist to sustain- the assertion that 
the two passages contradict each other, or to coun¬ 
tenance the theory that two positively divergent 
traditions are here indicated. For it is quite 
possible that Peter simply expressed himself 
rhetorically, as if Judas himself had purchased 
the field, which was, it is true, purchased only 
after his death, but for which payment was made 
with the wages of his treachery; and that the 
manner of his death, as here described, (falling 
headlong, Trpjywfc, he burst asunder, etc.) can 
be easily reconciled with Matthew’s statement 
(suicide, by hanging himself) is well known 
[“by merely supposing what is constantly occur¬ 
ring in such cases, that the rope or branch from 
which he was suspended broke, and he was 
violently thrown, etc.,” (J. A. Alexander, ad. lot.) 
Tr.].— A certain gloom, intended by the speaker, 
hovers over the expression in ver. 25, that Judas 
had gone to his own place ; the words can 
convey no other sense than that Judas had gone 
to a place of condemnation, where an eternal 
curse and destruction are found. 

Ver. 21, 22. Wherefore - - - must one.— 
As it is now established, in consequence of the 
fulfilment of the prophecies already mentioned, 
that a vacancy had occurred in the place and 
office previously assigned to Judas, it is essential 
that this vacancy should be supplied, and the 
number Twelve be restored. It was, besides, in¬ 
dispensable that one of those men should be added 
to the Eleven as a witness of the resurrection of 
Jesus, who had continually associated with the 
apostles during the whole period of the Lord’s 
intercourse with the disciples, extending from 
the first appearance of John to the day of the 
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Lord’s ascension. Peter mentions only one of the 
qualifications of those who are suited for the 
apostleship, namely, an uninterrupted association 
with Jesus and his disciples during the whole 
period of the Lord’s ministry. He is here pri¬ 
marily influenced by the consideration that the 
individual who shall be chosen, must be a witness 
of Jesus, and should therefore necessarily possess a 
personal and direct knowledge of the Person and 
the whole life and work of Jesus, as both an eye - 
witness and an ear-witness. This qualification, 
however, to which Peter gives prominence, is not 
merely of an external nature, as it might, at the 
first view, seem to be; for the steadfastness of 
any man who, from the beginning of the public 
ministry of Jesus to his ascension, had attached 
himself permanently to the company of the dis¬ 
ciples, was undeniably an evidence of his inward 
state; it proved that such an individual possessed 
the qualities of fidelity and perseverance so em¬ 
inently as to justify the act of giving him with 
confidence a special call to labor in the kingdom 
of God, as far as that call proceeded from men. 
The sentiments of one who had adhered to Jesus 
so long and so faithfully, and had fully attached 
himself to the disciples, had been subjected to a 
sufficient trial it could not be doubted that the 
guidance and influence of Jesus had imparted to 
him a treasure of religious experience. 

Ver. 28-25. And they appointed. —The 
choice of the twelfth apostle instead of Judas, is 
partly a human, and partly a divine act; the for¬ 
mer was performed by the entire assemblage of 
about one hundred and twenty believers. They 
were convinced by the address of Peter, that the 
place of Judas ought to be supplied by another, 
and they concurred with him in the opinion that 
the candidate should have attached himself to 
Jesus and his disciples from the beginning. In 
accordance with this view, the assembled be¬ 
lievers proceed to action, but confine that action 
to the nomination of two persons among t he whole 
number of those who were qualified; these two 
men, who were both present at the time, were 
then directed to stand forth in the view of all 
(lorrpav). The number—two—proposed by the 
meeting could create no embarrassment, since 
the qualification which Peter had mentioned and 
the meeting had acknowledged as indispensable, 
could be readily, and, indeed, unerringly recog¬ 
nized. Neither the New Testament nor history 
furnishes us with any other information what¬ 
ever respecting the two persons mentioned in 
ver. 23, nor does either Matthias, who received 
the apostolate, or Joseph, the son of Sheba, who 
was surnamed Justus, afterwards re-appear. 
[Sheba occurs as a proper name in 2 Sam. xx. 1, 
and de Wette, with others, thinks it probable that 
Bar-sabas is formed according to the analogy of 
Bar-jona, Matth. xvi. 17, or Bar-jesus, Acts xiii. 
6, but no etymology that has yet been proposed, 
has been generally recognized aB correct.—T r.]. 
The conjecture is not well supported that the lat¬ 
ter is identical with Joses Barnabas mentioned 
below in ch. iv. 86, Bince Luke does not there al¬ 
lude to the present passage, but rather intro¬ 
duces Barnabas as an individual who had not 
been previously mentioned.—The assembled be¬ 
lievers did not regard themselves as authorized 
to take any additional steps, but submitted the 


ultimate decision respecting the particular indi¬ 
vidual to the Lord, because he was to be the 
Lord's apostle. Hence, in the prayer which they 
offered to the Lord “ who knoweth the hearts of 
all men,” and which was doubtless also pro¬ 
nounced by Peter os “the mouth of the disci¬ 
ples,” they besought the Lord to indicate by a 
sign, which one of the two men He had chosen. 
Commentators differ in opinion on the point 
whether this prayer was addressed to God the 
Father, or to the exalted Lord Jesus. Meyer, 
who adopts the former view, appeals to ch. xv. 
7 ff., where Peter repeats the term Kapdtoyvixmjg 
and applies it expressly to God, of whom he also 
says: k^e?J^aro 6ia rov trrSyardg you bicovoai rd 
bSvr)> etc.; this passage, however, does not refer 
to the choice of an apostle. The correctness of 
the second view—that the prayer was addressed 
to Jesus—appears from the following considera¬ 
tions; (1.) In ver. 21, Jesus is expressly termed 
6 tcvpiog, to which airrov in ver. 22 refers, whence 
it appears that tcbpie in ver. 24 is naturally to be 
referred to Jesus also; (2.) As the individual who 
was to be chosen was designed to be an apostle 
of Jesus , the choice was obviously to be submit¬ 
ted to Jesus also; (3.) As the Lord Jesus him¬ 
self chose his apostles on earth (ver. 2, rote ano- 
ardXotg - - obg h^eht^aro ; comp. ver. 24, tfetet-o), 
so, too, he chose on this occasion Matthias as an 
apostle by a direct act, although he had ascended 
to heaven, even as, at a later period, he chose 
Saul, ch. ix. 15, 17. If we, besides, compare the 
terms occurring in ver. 17 and 25 respectively 
[in both the same words, rdv kT irjpov ryg StoKovtag 
rabnjg, —Tr.], we receive the impression that as 
Judas had obtained “the lot of this ministry” by 
the choice which Jesus made of him, so one of 
the two disciples now nominated would also re¬ 
ceive “the lot of this ministry” by the special 
choice of Christ. 

Ver. 26. a. They gave forth their lots.— 
The resort to the lot for the purpose of reaching 
a decision, was in conformity to the usage pre¬ 
vailing under the old covenant. Tablets, on 
which the names of Joseph and Matthias were 
written (but not dice, as some have supposed), 
were employed; these were shaken in the vase or 
other vessel in which they had been deposited, 
and the lot which first fell out (^recrev), furnished 
the decision; the best illustrations of the latter 
will be found in 1 Chron. xxiv ff., and xxv. 8 ff. 
The lots were annually cast, under the old cove¬ 
nant, upon the two goats, when the day of atone¬ 
ment arrived, Levit. xvi. 8; Moses commanded 
that the lanjd of Canaan should be divided by lot, 
Numb, xxxiv. 13; the command was subsequently 
obeyed, Josh. xiv. 2; xviii. 2. This assignment 
of different portions of the territory to the tribes 
of Israel specially occurred to the apostles as a 
type: the office of an apostle was, in one sense, 
the inheritance which a particular individual ob¬ 
tained—the lot that fell upon him (khypot, ver. 17, 
26).—But the apostles and the assembly of be¬ 
lievers did not proceed to cast lots until they had 
themselves decided conscientiously in accordance 
with their personal knowledge, as far as any hu¬ 
man decision could avail. It was only the final 
word—that word which required a previous 
glance into the heart—which they besought the 
Lord to pronounce through the lot. They were 
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the more easily disposed to adopt this course, as 
the Spirit bad not yet been poured out upon 
them; but after that event, the lot was never 
again employed. When all these circumstances 
are considered, no abuse of the lot can be justi¬ 
fied or even be extenuated by an appeal to the 
present case. 

b. And the lot fell upon Matthias. —It 
has been asserted by some writers that this whole 
procedure—the substitution of Matthias as an 
apostle in place of Jud&s—was premature and in 
opposition to the will of God, since Paul had been 
appointed to take the place of Judas as an apos¬ 
tle, although the call was actually given to him 
only at a later period. This view has again been 
advocated quite recently by Stier (Reden der Ap. 
1861, I. 16. [Discourses of the Apostles, 2d ed.]), 
but no valid arguments whatever can be adduced 
in favor of it. Not the least indication is given 
at any time that God had signified his disappro¬ 
bation of this election; for the circumstance that 
the labors of Matthias are not afterwards men¬ 
tioned, as little proves that he was not a genuine 
and true apostle after the heart of God, as the 
silence observed with respect to the labors of se¬ 
veral of the Twelve would prove that they, too, 
did not possess the true apostolical character. 
And with regard to Paul, the view referred to 
above [“Paul was, in place of Matthias, or, more 
accurately, of Judas, the true Twelfth apostle,” 
Stier, loc. cit. —Tb.], is certainly erroneous; for 
Paul himself never claimed, on any occasion, that 
he was one of the Twelve, while, on the contrary, 
he makes a plain distinction between them and 
himself in 1 Cor. xv. 5. He cannot, indeed, be 
enumerated among them, since his call consti¬ 
tuted him the Apostle of the Gentiles; he is thus 
obviously contradistinguished from the Apostles 
of the Jews (comp. Gal. ii. 9); he is “the Apos¬ 
tle of progress” (Lange), while the latter are 
those who presided at the original founding of 
the work. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The fulfilment of the Scriptures is the theme 
of Peter's address; in such a light he views both 
the events connected with Judas, and also the 
necessity of supplying the vacancy which the 
latter made in the company of the apostles. He 
was doubtless influenced in adopting these views 
by intimations which he had previously received 
from Jesus. And his course was strictly correct. 
For Christ is both the heart of the old covenant, 
and also the foundation on which it rests; the 
most holy sentiments which characterized the 
spiritual life, the confidence in God, and the pa¬ 
tient expectation of devout men of the old cove¬ 
nant, really referred to Christ as their great end, 
although such believers might often themselves 
be unconscious of this great truth. And, on the 
other hand, the most painful experiences of the 
servants of God under the old covenant, and their 
deeply wounded feelings, when they were mis¬ 
judged, insulted, and persecuted, were only sha¬ 
dows and preludes of the sufferings of the Re¬ 
deemer. When David, full of faith in the truth 
and the righteous retribution of God, denounced 
the enemies of God and of himself, his words were 


to be actually fulfilled in the case of the faithless 
man who betrayed the Lord. Even if David him¬ 
self was not aware of this fact (which, indeed, 
Peter does not assert), still “the Spirit of Christ 
which was in him . . . testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ.” 1 Pet. i. 11. 

2. Peter recognizes it (ver. 22) as the great 
purpose of the vocation of the apostles that they 
should be witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus; 
the latter was the decisive aot of God. That 
event attested the Person and crowned the Work 
of Jesus; it constitutes the foundation of the 
Christian's faith. Not only was it originally the 
great and pre-eminently glorious fact of the his¬ 
tory of redemption in the eyes of the first disci¬ 
ples, but it is still regarded in that light by all 
believers. What results could the incarnation of 
God, or the crucifixion of Jesus have produoed, 
without this resurrection from the dead? Comp. 
1 Cor. xv. 14-19. The resurrection of Jesus still 
affords a test in our day, whether, in essential 
points, an individual is in bondage to unbelief, 
or whether he offers his homage to the true faith. 
He who cannot prevail on himself to receive the 
fact of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead 
in faith, has not yet, even in a general respect, 
acquired a correct knowledge of the Son of God, 
for he does not know the living Christ. 

8. While Peter demands, on the one hand, 
that the person who shall be elected, should have 
been regularly in the company of Jesus like the 
other disciples, from the baptism of John to the 
ascension, he assigns, on the other, certain al¬ 
lowable limitations of that personal knowledge 
of the life of Jesus which it is indispensable that 
an Apostle should possess. For if the thirty 
years which Jesus passed in calm retirement, un¬ 
doubtedly contributed their share to the work of 
redemption, still, it is in the life, the acts and the 
sufferings of the Lord during the three years of 
his ministry that the foundation of our faith in 
him is to be sought. The fact that the narratives 
of the Evangelists refer almost exclusively to 
this period, and introduce only a few incidents 
belonging to that of the childhood of JesuB, fully 
agrees with this view. 


HOMILETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vbr. 12. a. Then returned they unto Je¬ 
rusalem. —As the Lord proceeded from Tabor, 
the mount of transfiguration (on which Peter de¬ 
sired to make tabernacles), to the scene of his 
sufferings and death, so, too, the disciples, after 
gazing at the open gate of heaven, are directed 
to return to the hostile city, in which they were 
first of all to bear witness. And so, too, the 
Christian must often descend from the holy 
heights to which he had been carried by his de¬ 
votional exercises, down to his earthly field of 
labor and battle. [Lange adduces weighty rea¬ 
sons in the first vol. of the present publication 
(Matth. xvii. 1) for rejecting the tradition that 
Tabor was the mount of transfiguration, as Gerok 
here assumes.—T r.] 

b. From the mount called Olivet.—Not 
far from this mount the Redeemer endtnred his 
most awful agony of soul; but now he ascends 
from its summit victoriously to heaven; so near 
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together, too, are the sufferings and the glory of 
the servants of Christ. Their battle-fields be¬ 
come the scenes of their triumph. (Apost. Past.). 
—Which is from Jerusalem a Babbath 
day's journey. —As Mount Olivet was so near 
that the Jewish traditions permitted the disci¬ 
ples to visit it even on the sabbath, their con¬ 
tinued abode in Jerusalem became endurable and 
even satisfactory. (Williger.).—In whatever spot 
the Christian now dwells, its distance from the 
mount of Olivet does not exceed a sabbath day’s 
journey; let him, therefore, daily go thither in 
spirit, especially when peaceful sabbatic hours 
visit him. 

Veb. 14. These all continued with one 
aocord, etc.—The ten days which intervened 
between the Ascension and Pentecost—between 
the departure of the Lord in the flesh and his re¬ 
turn in the Spirit—constituted a memorable pe¬ 
riod of time; in some of its features it resembled 
the period which intervened between the death 
and the resurrection of the Lord. And yet the 
disciples now assemble under very different and 
far more happy circumstances. If they are again 
apparently as sheep having no shepherd, they are 
not filled with sadness and fear as once they were, 
neither do they weep for the Lord as for one who 
is dead. They know now that he lives, that he 
is enthroned in heaven, and that he is with his 
people alway, even unto the end of the world. 
They are again assembled in a secluded spot, but 
haVe not again shut the doors for fear of the Jews 
[John xx. 19], neither do they tremble and flee 
as sheep when the wolf is coming. They are as¬ 
sembled together in calm expectation and with 
holy hopes in their souls; and they remind us of 
a group of children waiting in a darkened cham¬ 
ber on Christ mas-eve, untj the expected Christ¬ 
mas gifts shall have been duly arranged in the 
adjoining apartment. For in truth a season like 
Advent had now arrived for the disciples, in which 
they waited with blessed hope for the coming of 
the Lord in the Spirit.—What varied natural gifts, 
dispositions, gifts of grace, and spiritual tenden¬ 
cies, are represented by the names of these ele¬ 
ven Apostles! And yet the nature of each, how¬ 
ever different the one may be from the other, is 
now sanctified and ennobled by the grace of Him 
who is able to employ each individual in his ser¬ 
vice to the praise of his glory. Even opposite 
features of character among them are beautifully 
tempered and associated in brotherly love under 
one Lord, so that they can exclaim: He is the 
Head, we are his members; He is the light, we 
are the reflection; He is the Master, we are breth¬ 
ren; He is ours, and we are his!— With the 
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus.— 
How well matured and purified in spirit must 
Mary be at this period, after the long and varied 
experience which followed the salutation of the 
angel! She whose soul was pierced through with 
a sword, was, nevertheless, blessed among women. 
[Luke i. 42; ii. 35.]. With what tender love and 
aevout reverence nyist not only John, to whom 
the Lord on the cross had given her as a precious 
legacy, but also all others, have looked on, and 
ministered to, this mother of their Lord! And 
yet, how unassuming the manner is in which she 
presents herself on this occasion also, when she 
is mentioned for the last time in the Scriptures! 


Her name is here the last of all, and not the first 
of those recorded by Luke; she prays with the 
others, not for them, as a handmaid of the Lord 
[Luke i. 38], not as a queen of heaven!—And 
with his brethren.-^—They, too, who had not at 
first believed in the divine character of Jesus, 
but had remained far from his kingdom, have now 
learned to prostrate themselves before the cruci¬ 
fied and risen Lord, as Joseph’s brethren in an 
earlier age paid homage to their honored and 
powerful brother.— The blessed commemoration: 
I. The appropriate application of the blessing 
received; II. The appropriate prayer for further 
blessings. (Lisco.). 

Veb. 15. And in those days Peter stood 

up.—He who had fallen so deeply as even to 
deny his Lord, has, nevertheless, the courage to 
speak of the treachery and dreadful end of Ju¬ 
das before all the brethren. For he was con¬ 
scious that his sins were forgiven, and was in¬ 
fluenced by the Lord’s words: “ When thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren.”—“When¬ 
ever I look at Peter, my very heart leaps for 
joy. For although I am a poor sinner, Peter 
also was a poor sinner; if I should paint a por¬ 
trait of Peter, I would paint on every hair of hia 
head the words: * I believe in the forgiveness of 
sins.’ 0 Peter, if thou hast been saved, I, too, 
shall be saved.” (Luther). 

He who daily obtains a clearer view of the 
multitude and heinousness Of his sins, but whose 
conviction that the blood of Christ cleanses from 
all sin, at the same time increases in power, will 
always stand forth like Peter, and avail himself 
of every occasion on which he can perform any 
work to the praise of the glorious grace of his 
Mediator and Redeemer. (Ap. Past.) 

Veb. 16-20. Conoerning Judas, which 
was guide, etc.—Peter speaks of the grievous 
sin and horrible death of Judas with the greatest 
earnestness and candor, but also with devout 
sorrow and with gentleness. He speaks, too, 
with earnestness and candor of the treachery and 
the suicide of his fellow-disciple, who involved 
himself and his brethren in disgrace by his ini¬ 
quitous conduct Not a trace appears here of 
that unworthy desire which, in such painful 
cases, sometimes prompts men to conoeal the 
truth and practise deception for the sake of 
avoiding a loss of honor; not a trace appears of 
apostolic pride or priestly pride of station, as 
if no blemish could be permitted to be seen in the 
character of those who are invested with the sa¬ 
cred office, or as if they were not amenable to 
civil laws nor pledged to respect public opinion. 
Peter, on the contrary, refers with a holy ear¬ 
nestness to the divine judgment which had over¬ 
taken the wretched man, and shows that even 
this painful event promoted by its results the 
honor of the one true God; his punitive justice 
appears in its majesty, and the prophecies which 
his word contains, were most remarkably fill- 
filled; thus the case of Judas enables Peter to 
give a solemn warning to all succeeding ages re¬ 
specting the self-deception to which sin conducts. 
And yet Peter speaks of this “ son of perdition” 
[John xvii. 12] in gentle tones, and with a sorrow 
not unminglea with pity. Not a trace appears 
of those uncharitable judgments which are often 
pronounced in such cases—not a trace of that 
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haughty, self-exalting spirit with which Chris¬ 
tians often look down upon a miserable self- 
murderer ; no other feeling is here revealed save 
that of holy sorrow for the soul that is lost. Pe¬ 
ter’s language is characterized by moderation 
both when he speaks of the treachery of Judas 
(“he was guide to them that took Jesus”), and 
when he speaks of his eternal lot (“he went to 
his own place”). In such a spirit we should re- j 
member our own infirmities, in every case in 
which others incur guilt, and apply Nathan’s 
words to ourselves : “Thou art the man !” j 

Ver. 21, 22. Wherefore - - - must one, 
etc. — The term must [dci] here refers not only to 
the necessity of supplying the vacant place of Ju¬ 
das, but also to the essential qualifications of the 
persons who shall be nominated. The levity and 
irreverence of the opinion that it is indeed an ad¬ 
vantage when a teacher possesses the qualifica¬ 
tions which are demanded in the Scriptures, but 
that these are not precisely necessary, since he 
may be an able pastor without acquiring them, 
are fully exposed by this divine oportet. (Ap. 
Past.)— Which have companied with ua 
•all the time, etc. — Two qualifications are here 
indicated: first, a certain measure of Christian 
knowledge; the individual who is chosen, must 
possess a direct personal knowledge of Christ’s 
Person and walk on earth; secondly, a certain 
measure of Christian fidelity; he must have faith¬ 
fully adhered to Jesus during the whole period 
specified, without having ever gone back [John 
vi. 66] or taken ofifence. Both of these qualifica¬ 
tions are still required of those who are ap¬ 
pointed to preach the Gospel and feed the flock 
of Christ—a living knowledge of the Lord, and 
sincere devotion to him. 

A witness with us of his resurrection. 
—The testimony concerning the resurrection of 
Jesus comprehends every other important topic— 
his death, his life, and his doctrine; for without a 
statement of these points, the significance of his 
resurrection cannot be unfolded. And, further, 
that testimony constitutes the crown and glory 
of the preaching of Christ’s name; for while his 
doctrine is glorious and his life holy, and while 
his sufferings affect our feelings and his death 
deeply impresses us, still it was only when his 
resurrection occurred that he was declared to be 
the Son of God with power, and the Saviour of 
the world. [Rom. i. 4]. 

Via. 28. And they appointed two, etc.— 
Both possessed the qualifications which Peter had 
particularized; the selection of either for the 
• office would have consequently been judicious. 
But those really tempt God who nominate incom¬ 
petent persons under the pretext that God will 
,nevertheless so order the course of events as to 
lead to the selection of the individual who is 
acceptable to him. (Ap. Past.).—Listen to the 
unison of the three chords which are struck at this 
election of a bishop! The sacred office directs 
that election in self-denying humility; the con¬ 
gregation yields a voluntary obedience and pre¬ 
sents two chosen ones to the Lord; He, who is 
the sole patron of his Church, is entreated to 
designate the individual whom He has chosen as 
an offering for the extension of his kingdom. 
(Leonh. and Sp.). 

Ver. 24, 25. Prayed, and said, etc.—Teach¬ 


ers who have been given in answer to prayer, 
and whom devout prayer attended when they as- 
sumed office, enjoy the divine blessing, when 
they also themselves continue instant in prayer 
even to the end. (Ap. Past).— Thou, Lord, 
which knoweat tne hearts, etc.—It is cheer¬ 
ing to the heart to survey the intimate personal 
intercourse which the disciples maintain with the 
exalted Lord Jesus, unmoved as they are by the 
circumstance that their eyes no longer behold 
him. The election of the twelfth Apostle was so 
ordered as to be the first work which they on 
earth, and He in heaven, would unitedly perform 
in the Holy Ghost (Besser).— Thou - - know- 
eat the hearts of all men —a description of 
our God and Saviour, of which the teacher of re¬ 
ligion should never lose sight We may so labor 
in the sight of men that our praises shall be 
loudly proclaimed, “ but the Lord looketh on the 
heart” [1 Sam. xvi. 7]. (Ap. Past.) 

Ver. 26. And they gave forth their lots. 
The disciples desire that their prayer: “ Lord— 
shew whether of these two thou hast chosen,’* 
should be answered through the medium of the 
lot They ask the Lord to reveal to them hia 
will, and, as in the case of the other apostles 
in Galilee, so, now, to call and choose himself the 
twelfth apostle in the place of Judas. The em¬ 
ployment of the lot, although a familiar practice 
under the old covenant (as when the land was 
divided by lot among the twelve tribes, Numb, 
xxvi. 56, of which the twelve apostles were de¬ 
signed to be the representatives), is not once re¬ 
peated in the Scriptures after the day of Pente¬ 
cost; for, after the fulness of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out upon the Church, the latter, 
in devout obedience, was guided by that Spirit 
into all truth. Now this “truth,” even in our day, 
is still no other than the revealed word of the Old 
and New Testaments. When we receive the word 
of God as a lamp unto our feet, and a light unto 
our path, we shall not walk in the night and 
stumble. When we humbly give heed to the 
leadings of the Lord, and in prayer commit our 
way to him, he conducts us in the paths of right¬ 
eousness, and leads us by his Spirit into the land 
of uprightness. (Leon, and Sp.). 

On the whole section.— Prayer, the weapon of 
the Church. (Starke).—Judas, an illustration of 
the deep guilt which an individual may contract, 
who begins well, but continues to yield obedience 
to a single sin. (Ibid.).—)TA«i may an individual 
be regarded as well fitted and prepared to assume the 
sacred office ? I. When he faithfully adheres to 
Jesus and to his disciples; II. When Jesus him¬ 
self dwells in his heart. (Ib.).— The life of man, a 
journey to his eternal abode; I. There are two 
ways; II. Let us choose the narrow way! (Tbid). 
—The manner in which the welfare of the Church 
was secured at the election of Matthias; I. What¬ 
ever office an individual in the Church may re¬ 
ceive, two points are of primary importance: 
Clear views of the divine will, and inviolable 
fidelity in the imitation of.. Christ; II. Among 
Christians, no election without prayer and the 
divine blessing; III. The lot justifiable as a 
means of excluding private influences, when both 
of the persons nominated were in all respects 
equal. (Schleiermacher.).— That the word of God 
is our only safe guide in difficult situations of life : 
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L It teaches us to consider even the most embar¬ 
rassing relations in which we may be placed, as 
dispensations of Providence; II. It teaches us to 
form comprehensive and clear views of those cir¬ 
cumstances which may aid us in finding the right 
way; III. It teaches us to pray in faith, and then 
submit the ultimate decision to the Lord himself. 
(Langbein).— The wages of sin, or, The awful 
death of Judas Iscariot: I. He should have re¬ 
mained Christ's disciple; but he betrayed his 
Master; IL He should have administered a sa¬ 
cred charge; but he purchased the field of blood; 
III. He should have preached the name of the 
risen Saviour; but he committed suicide; IV. He 
should have received the Holy Qhost; but he 
was lost forever. (Florey).— The choice of Mat¬ 
thias by lot , an evidence of faith: a faith, I. Which 
even after painful trials confidently aw&ited the 
victoiy of the kingdom of Christ; II. Which fully 
recognized the lofty purpose and the significance 
of the apostleship; III. Which, conscious of its 
own weakness, in all things submitted the de¬ 
cision to the Lord. (Leonh. and Sp.).~7%6 divine 
election: I. It proceeds from the free grace of 
God; II. It demands a mind and a walk of which 
God can approve. (Kapff.).— On looking upward to 
God, the Searcher of hearts ; this practice, I. Hum¬ 
bles the heart; II. Strengthens the heart. (C. Beck: 
Horn. Rep.).—The disciples of the Lord, waiting for 
his Spirit: I. They obediently abode in Jerusa¬ 
lem, ver. 13 ; II. They remained with one accord 
together, ver. 14; III. They prayed, ver. 14; 
(Lisco).— The Christian, waiting until the Lord 
shall be revealed: like the disciples, who abode in 
Jerusalem, I. He obeys, for he is full of faith ; 
II. He dwells with others in unity, for he is full 
of love; III. He prays, for he is fiill of hope, 
(id.).— That even the apostasy of those who had re¬ 
ceived a special call to the ministry , cannot retard 
the progress of the kingdom of Qod on earth: I. 
The fact that such individuals at times aposta¬ 
tize, ver. 16-20; II. The certainty that these 
occurrences cannot serioiisly retard the progress 
of the kingdom of God, ver. 21-26. (id.).— The 
devout spirit and the harmony of the first disciples , 
an example for all ages: I. A devout spirit per¬ 
petuates and sanctifies the harmony of brethren; 
IL That harmony communicates new ardor and 
elevation to a devout spirit. (Lechler).— By what 
considerations should we be induced to persevere in 
prayer 9 —By those derived, I. From our urgent 
wants; II. From the precious promises of God. 

(Id.)— The sources of Christian energy and boldness, 
as illustrated in the case of Peter); I. Deep views 
of our own sinfulness; IL An experimental know¬ 


ledge of divine grace and the atonement of Christ, 
(id.).— Judas and Peter, viewed as monuments of 
divine justice and grace, (id.).— In what mode 
shall we judge and speak of the sins and punish¬ 
ments of others 9 —I. With candor and truth; II. 
With humility and self-examination; III. With 
grief, flowing from Christian love. (id.).— The 
gradual advances of sin, illustrated by the history 
of Judas, (id.).— The love of money , the root of 
all evil. [1 Tim. vi. 10]. (id.).— The proverb: Ill- 
gotten, ill-spent . (id.).— The word of Qod, a light 
unto our path , [Ps. cxix. 106]; L It gives us right 
views of our experience of life; II. It makes 
known to us alike our general and our special 
duties.— The necessary qualifications of a teacher 
of religion: I. Accurate knowledge of the truth 
which is after godliness [Tit. i. 1]; II. Per¬ 
sonal communion with Jesus, (id.).— The office 
of a teacher, viewed as that of a witness.—Genuine 
prayer ; it is, I. Full of reverence and humility, 
ad in the presence of the divine majesty; II. Full 
of faith and confidence, as a conversation with 
the friend of our souls.— The lessons taught by the 
truth that the Lord is the Searcher of hearts : it 
conducts to, I. Humble self-knowledge; II. Child- • 
like confidence in God. (ibid.).— Judas lost, Mat¬ 
thias chosen; I. Judas lost, (a) noton account of an 
antemundane divine reprobation, but (6) on ac¬ 
count of his own transgression, which necessarily 
demanded (c) the action of the punitive justice of 
God; II. Matthias chosen, (a) not on account of 
any merit of his own (for wherein was he supe¬ 
rior to Barsabas?), (6) but by the free grace of 
God, to which, however, (e) he devoutly subjected 
his own will and his whole life.— Barsabas the 
Just, [Justus, ver. 23], and Matthias the Chosen 
One, or, My Grace is sufficient for thee! [2 Cor. 
xii. 9].— Matthias, numbered with the apostles, an 
image of him who assumes the office of the ministry 
with the divine blessing; three conditions must 
here be observed: I. The spiritual fitness of the 
individual, ver. 21, 22: II. The regular external 
call, ver. 28, 24; III. The divine confirmation of 
the act, ver. 25, 26.—[ The consultations of Chris¬ 
tians : I. The spirit in which they are conducted ; 
a spirit of (a) humble faith (prayer—hope); (5) 
brotherly love (forbearance); (c) humility (self- 
denial) ; (d) earnestness of purpose (deep inter¬ 
est) ; II. The action in which they result; it is 
distinguished by (a) a sincere concern for the 
honor of religion (choice of means); (6) disinter¬ 
estedness (concern for the temporal and spirit¬ 
ual welfare of others;) (c) zeal; (liberality); (d) 
perseverance (not diseouraged).—T b.] 
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SECTION n. 


THE FOUNDING OF THE CHURCH, AS THE CHURCH OF ALL NATIONS. 

Chapter II. 1-47. 

A. THE PENTECOSTAL MIRACLE ITSELF; ITS EXTERNAL FEATURES A1*D ITS INTERNAL OPERATION, BY 
WHICH THE ASSEMBLED BELIEVERS WERE FILLED WITH THE HOLT GHOST AND ENABLED TO SPRAK 
WITH OTHER TONGUES. 

Chapter II. 1-4. 

Contents : —On the day of Pentecost, the festiYal, under the old covenant, of the completion of the harvest, the promise 
was fulfilled, and the Holy Ghost was poured out upon the assembled disciples; mighty signs accompanied the event; 
the internal fulness of the Spirit was manifested when the disciples spake with other tongues. 

1 And when [while] the day of Pentecost was fully come [was in the course of being 

2 fulfilled], they were all with one accord in one place [accord together]. 1 * And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 

3 [omit it] filled all the house where they were sitting. 1 * And there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues [tongues parting (or, distributing) themselves] like as of fire, and it sat 

4 [seated itself] upon each of them. * And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

1 Ver 1 .—■anavTtf bfxo&vna&ov [of text. rec. with C. (see. cor.) E.] is preferable to irdvres bfiov of Lachmann [and Tiscben* 
dorf ], which latter reading is found in A. B. and othor manuscripts [also C (orig.); Meyer also adopts the latter, while 
Alford retains the reading of text. rec. —God. Sin. omits both wavr. and awayr., and exhibits simply &pov, but a later 
hand (C) inserted wdvrts. —Tr.] 

* Ver. 2.— Ka6<£6/xtvoi [found in C. D., and adopted by Lach., Tisch., Born., and Alf.] is more accurate than KaB^iuwoe 
[of text. rec. with A. (B. e ail) E. and Cod. Sin.—Meyer prefers the former as the less usual form.— 1 Te.] 


EXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 1. a. Luke states the time of the occurrence 
with sufficient exactness by mentioning the day 
of Pentecost, ». e. when this day was fully come, 
or, in the course of this day, with which the 
period of fifty days after the passover closed, the 
great event occurred. [The fifty days were 
counted from “the morrow after the (passover) j 
sabbath,” Lev. xxiii. 16, 16; the Greek ordinal 
w cvnjKoarfj was ultimately employed as a noun, or 
proper name (do Wette), equivalent to “ the Fif¬ 
tieth,” so that in the present passage, according 
to Meyer, and Alford, neither ryikpaq nor loprijs 
is to be supplied.— Tr.]. The words certainly 
appear to give special prominence to the comple¬ 
tion of this particular day, and on this circum¬ 
stance Meyer lays great stress (b rip ovpnhjpovodat 
Hpf ryxkpav irevnjK.) ; but the expression 

irfajpoxxr&at is invariably employed by Luke (Gos¬ 
pel, ix. 61; Acts ix. 23) in the sense that a certain 
period of time is now reaching its close, and he 
obviously employs the word in such a sense in the 
present passage. The festival of Pentecost was, 
accordingly, the day during the course of which 
the effusion of the Spirit occurred. This feast 

of (seven) weeks Jfl Exod. xxxiv. 22) 

was celebrated on the fiftieth day after the first day 
of the Passover festival. It consequently oc¬ 
curred, in the year in which Christ died, on the 
first day of the week, or our Sunday, if we assume 
that in the same year the first day of the pass- 
over occurred on a Friday, and the second, from 
which the fifty days were counted, on a Saturday. 
This statement is sustained by the very ancient 


tradition of the Church that the first Christian 
Pentecostal season occurred on a Sunday. The 
Mosaic festival of Pentecost, which was one of 
the three annual or great festivals of Israel, was, 
as the appropriate passages of the Law show, a 
harvest festival, or, strictly speaking, the festival 
of the completion of the harvest; the commence¬ 
ment of the latter coincided with the Passover, 
and its completion was celebrated by a thank- 
offering of the first-fruits of the wheat harvest 
in bread baked of the new grain [Exod. xxiii. 16; 
Deut. xvi. 9.]. That the festival of Pentecost 
was also intended to commemorate the giving of 
tho law on Sinai, is an opinion which rests merely 
on the assertions of later rabbinical writers ; it 
derives no support whatever from any passage in 
the Old or the New Testament, and none, more¬ 
over, from the writings of Philo and Josephus. 
The Church Fathers (Chrysostom, for instance), 
have, accordingly, regarded only the harvest fes¬ 
tival, and not also the Sinai tic giving of the law, 
as a type in the Old Testament, of the outpour¬ 
ing of the Spirit; and the common practice of 
tracing a parallel between the Pentecost of the 
New Testament and the giving of the law on 
Sinai, is, at least, of very doubtful authority. 
But, on the other hand, an analogy may be traced 
with far more confidence between the new Pen¬ 
tecostal and the harvest festival, after the manner 
of Olsh&usen, for instance, in so far as “ at the 
Christian feast of Pentecost the entire harvest 
of the Jewish people may be said to have oc¬ 
curred, when those who had ripened unto true 
repentance and conversion, were gathered in, 
and consecrated to God;” so, too, according to 
John xii. 24, Christ, viewed as the corn of wheat 
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that fell into the ground and died, on and after 
that day brought forth much fruit, or, a rich har¬ 
vest, 

b. The description given by Luke does not in¬ 
dicate the place in which the event occurred, as 
distinctly as the time. The first verse merely 
states that all the disciples were assembled in one 
and the same place, and the second adds only that 
the place of meeting was in a house, without giving 
any information respecting the class of buildings 
to which this house belonged. It was, probably, 
a private dwelling, and, possibly, the one which is 
mentioned in ch. i. 13, as having previously 
afforded a place of meeting to the disciples. Many 
interpreters (among the more recent, Olshausen, 
Baumgarten, Lange) assume that the house in 
which the disciples sat, belonged to the temple, 
and was one of the thirty apartments in the build¬ 
ings attached to the temple, which Josephus 
[Ant viii. 3. 2,] has likewise termed o'ucovg. 
But as the language of the text does not even 
remotely indicate such an interpretation, and 
as no other sufficient reason can be adduced 
in support of it, we have no authority for assign¬ 
ing the place to one of the buildings adjoining 
the temple. For the opinion that on such a 
day, when a theocratic festival occurred, and 
at the first hour of prayer, the disciples could 
have with propriety assembled in no other spot 
than in the temple, may be plausible, but rests on 
no solid grounds. They had undoubtedly assem¬ 
bled long before the first hour of prayer; and, as 
all these occurrences required time, several hours 
after their first meeting in the morning may have 
already elapsed at the moment when Peter Baid: 
“ It is but the third hour of the day,” ver. 15. 
It cannot, besides, be supposed that the disciples 
could have assembled together in any part of the 
temple in such numbers, and as a united body of 
men who avoided all admixture with other Jews, 
without specially attracting public attention. 
The multitude, moreover, which came together, 
ver. 6, does not necessarily imply the proximity 
of the temple, but simply makes the impression 
that some spacious spot existed in the neighbor¬ 
hood of the house then occupied by the disciples, 
which afforded sufficient room for a large collection 
of persons. The argument, finally, that the whole 
procedure acquires a much deeper significance, 
if we assign to it the temple as the place (“ the 
solemn inauguration of the Church in the sanctu¬ 
ary of the old covenant ” Olshausen), has the 
least weight of all; its force is derivea only frogj 
the imagination. 

c. Who are the persons that were assembled, 
and that received the gift of the Holy Ghost? 
We are informed, ver. 1, that they were all 
with one accord in one place. It is at once 
obvious that not the apostles alone , but other 
disciples also, were present, and received the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. The correctness of this 
view is fully proved by ver. 14, in which the 
twelve apostles are plainly distinguished from 
other persons who were also filled with the Spirit 
and spake with other tongues. Still, even when 
this fact is admitted, one point remains, on which 
a difference of opinion exists:—Were only the 120 
disciples, mentioned in ch. i. 15, present, or was 
a still larger number of persons assembled, and 
were all these endowed with the Holy Spirit? 


The former opinion is generally adopted, but 
the latter will appear to be better sustained when 
we consider that the day was a high festival of 
the old covenant, when those disciples of Jesus 
who did not reside in Jerusalem, or whom an ex¬ 
press command of the Lord had not pteviously 
summoned, were, doubtless, also present in the 
city; it is natural to suppose that they, too, 
would assemble with the other disciples. Con¬ 
sequently, not only the twelve apostles, but the 
whole number of the disciples of Jesus who were 
then present in the city, were assembled together 
and shared in the effusion of the Spirit. 

Ver. 2, 8. a. The event which now occurred, 
took place suddenly (&<fn>a), that is, unexpect¬ 
edly. So far were the aisciples from looking for 
an event so extraordinary and impressive, that 
they were themselves amazed. Baumgarten 
(Apgesch. I. 86} supposes, it is true, that the dis¬ 
ciples had sufficient grounds for believing that 
such a crisis was at hand, and were anxiously 
waiting for it. While, however, we may readily 
ascribe to them a devout frame of mind, corres¬ 
ponding in fervor to the character of one of the 
most solemn of the Israelitic festivals, we can find 
no indication that they expected precisely at that 
time a fulfilment of the promise which the Lord 
had given; that fulfilment was entirely unexpected. 

b. A sound, etc.—The external manifesta¬ 
tions and signs which attended the outpouring of 
the Spirit, were both a sound and a light , the one 
appealing to the ear, the other to the eye. The 
sound which came down to the earth from 
heaven, was very loud (faof), like that pro¬ 
duced by a blast, a gust, or a very strong wind 
which rushes onward ; and it was this loud, pen¬ 
etrating sound which filled all the house in which 
the disciples were assembled. The text does not 
speak of an actual gust of wind, and still less of 
an earthquake, accompanied by a storm of wind, 
by which, as some have supposed (Neander), the 
house was shaken. The sound which was heard 
is, on the contrary, simply compared ((jane?) to 
that of a vehement wind, for the purpose of 
giving a general description of it; it was a so- 

called VlD rD Uor which see Herzog: Real - 

Encyk. I. 719, art. Bath-Kol. —Tr.]. But it ap¬ 
pears distinctly from ver. 6 that the extraor¬ 
dinary sound mentioned in ver. 2, was audible 
in the city at a considerable distance from the 
spot.—-In addition to the sound, which appealed 
to the ear, another manifestation, a luminous sign, 
appealed to the eye. The disciples saw (ap¬ 
peared unto them, ver. 8) appearances of 
tongues of fire which distributed themselves, and 
alighted upon each individuaL It was as little 
natural fire as the sound already mentioned was 
that of a natural wind ; on the contrary, the ap¬ 
pearances which were seen, only resembled flames 
of fire that assumed the form of tongues; these 
were luminous, but they neither burned nor 
singed. It is altogether inadmissible to trace 
these appearances of flames to ordinary or natural 
causes. We cannot possibly regard them as only 
electrical phenomena, such as the gleaming 
lights which are sometimes seen on the highest 
points of steeples, or on the masts of vessels, 
and which have been known to alight even on 
men (Paulus), since they are here beheld, not 
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in the open air, but in the interior of a house. 
But none obtrude so many creations of their own 
imagination, that is, of a self-deluded spirit, on 
the text, as those writers who here speak of 
flashes of lightning which, as they assume, darted 
through the apartment, and in which the excited 
minds of the apostles saw strange and wonderful 
images (Heinrichs), or who allege that the apos¬ 
tles were in a trance, and hence only imagined 
that they saw the fiery tongues (Heumann).— 
The fact that such a penteoostal festival occurred, 
is incontrovertibly established by the terms of 
the text, namely, that a mighty internal revolution 
was effected in the souls of the disciples, which 
elevated their whole nature, and endowed them 
with such strength of faith as believers, and with 
such power as witnesses, that they were now com¬ 
petent to begin a contest with the world, and con¬ 
quer it. This great fact is, besides, so wonderful 
in itself, that the miraculous appearances in the 
outward world which attended it, cannot justly 
give offence, except to those who recognize only a 
spirit-world, that is essentially and absolutely 
separated from the sensuous world, or, in other 
words, who are governed by an unscriptural and 
unreal spiritualism. Both that loud sound and 
these flames of fire bear only a certain resem¬ 
blance (&nrfp, uxjel) to natural appearances, 
without really belonging to the class of ordi¬ 
nary or natural phenomena; like the main event 
—the impletion of individuals with the power 
of the Spirit from on high (Luke xxiv. 49), 
they are supernatural, divine, and miraculous 
operations. These audible and visible signs 
may be regarded as the sensuous garment which 
the power of the Spirit assumed. They rendered 
eminent services: like heralds, they announced 
the coming of the Spirit, and gave an impressive 
character to the event; they exhibited, as em¬ 
blems, the power and operations of the Spirit; 
and they fitted the mind in a still higher degree 
for receiving the gift of the Spirit When they 
are viewed as emblems, the loud, rushing sound 
itself is the emblem of a certain vast power; its 
descent from heaven implies that this power is 
“ from on high”—the power of Him who ascended 
to heaven and is enthroned on high. The fact 
that this sound filled all the house, was a sign 
that all who were there assembled, should be filled 
with the Holy Ghost. The visible flames were an 
emblem of that holy ardor and of those glowing 
emotions which, when enkindled from heaven, 
would break forth like flames from the heart. 
The form of tongues signified that the tongue, 
me word, or speech, .thoroughly pervaded and 
controlled by the Holy Spirit of God, should com¬ 
municate and reveal all that is heavenly and holy. 
The circumstance that such a tongue of light and 
fire descended and sat upon each individual who 
was present, was an emblem of that fulness of the 
Spirit which was designed for, and imparted to, 
each individual, as a permanent gift. 

Vbr. 4. a. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost. —The central point or main 
purpose of the whole miraculous event is indicated 
in the original in only four words, namely, that 
all tho believers were filled with the Holy Ghost. 
The phrase: hrAfyr&TjGav aTravrec ttv. dy. may, and 
indeed, must here be taken in its precise and 
full sense:—they were filled with the Holy Ghost, 


insomuch that the Holy Ghost was not given in 
part only, or by measure, but in all his fulness 
(John iii. 34). A correct view of this impletion 
with the Spirit can be obtained only by survey¬ 
ing it retrospectively and prospectively, that is, 
by comparing it with those operations and ac¬ 
tual communications of the Spirit which pre¬ 
ceded, and with those which followed it. With 
respect to the earlier manifestations of the Spi¬ 
rit, it was undoubtedly said, already under the 
old covenant, concerning Bezaleel and other 
skilful men, and also with respect to Joshua, that 
God had filled them with “the Spirit of God,’' 
the spirit of wisdom, etc. (Exod. xxxi. 8 ff.; 
comp. ch. xxviii. 8; xxxv. 81 ff.; Deut. xxxiv. 
9). In these cases, however, the connection 
plainly shows that such language describes only 
the skill of a particular artist, or the eminent 
military abilities of a general. And in the case 
of the prophets of Israel, the influences of the 
Spirit are always described in such terms only, 
as convey distinctly the sense that no complete 
and permanent communication of the Spirit of 
God, or oue which pervaded the whole being of 
the subject, had yet occurred. When the angel 
of the Lord promises Zacharias that his son John 
“shall be filled with the Holy Ghost even from 
his mother’s womb” (Luke i. 15), we meet with 
a case that is so peculiar (comp. ibid. ver. 41), 
and, in view of the whole historic relation which 
the forerunner sustained to the Messiah, of so 
subordinate a character, that it can scarcely be 
taken into consideration in discussing the point 
now before us. The disciples and apostles of 
Jesus had unquestionably received the Holy 
Ghost already at an earlier period (John xx. 22 
ff.); but that such communication of the Spirit 
had been neither of a permanent nor of a fully 
satisfactory character, appears from the subse¬ 
quent, repeated promises of Jesus respecting a 
communication and acceptance of the Holy Ghost 
and of power, which still belonged to the future 
(Luke xxiv. 49; Acts i. 8). We are, according¬ 
ly, conducted to the conclusion that the commu¬ 
nication of the Spirit which occurred on the day 
of Pentecost, when compared with any that 
preceded it, was final, complete, and permanent 
in its character. Still, when we examine the 
subsequent history of the disciples, we cannot 
but perceive that this outpouriug of the Spirit 
was not of a magical nature, neither did it in¬ 
stantaneously and thoroughly transmute and 
pervade the whole nature and being cf the sub¬ 
ject. It required and enabled the individual, on 
the contrary, to appropriate to. himself, by de¬ 
grees, the holy powers of the Spirit, to grow con¬ 
tinually, to be taught, to be put in mind, and to 
be guided into all truth by the Spirit (John xiv. 
26; xvi. 13)—to be uninterruptedly sanctified, 
led and drawn (Rom. viii. 14; John xvii. 17).— 
The fact that all were filled with the Holy Ghost, 
also claims attention. Not merely certain indi¬ 
viduals among the multitude, for instance, the 
apostles, but all the believing people who were 
present, without distinction of office or vocation, 
of sex or age, were filled with the Holy Ghost. 
Consequently, females and young men were not 
excluded (comp. ver. 17 ff.); indeed, the visible 
signs of tne Spirit, the fiery tongues, had de¬ 
scended upon each individual, ver. 8. 
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' 6. Began to speak with other tongues; 

such was the effect or immediate result, when all 
had received the fulness of the Spirit. It wa9 
needful that the internal process in the mind and 
spirit of the individual, should be made manifest 
externally—not, however, immediately before the 
world (for the company of believers still sat 
apart), but in the presence of tho^e who held their 
views, and were of a like mind, ‘‘for out of the 
abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh.” 
Hence, it appears, also, that the words which 
they uttered, were not simple statements of the 
Gospel message, which would not have been 
adapted to that place and that moment; their 
discourses rather proclaimed the honor and 
praise of God; it was “a solemnizing [comme- 
morativej discourse”. (Baumgarten; Lange). 
Such a circumstance, however, would not in it¬ 
self, have been unusual; the extraordinary and 
new feature which the case assumed (^ofavro), 
was the circumstance that the Christians, in con¬ 
sequence of having received the gift of the Spi¬ 
rit, spake with other tongues (hkpaiq 
cols). This expression might, possibly, convey 
no other sense than that “the tongues of the dis¬ 
ciples were essentially changed by the operation 
of the Spirit, and now became the organs of the 
Holy Ghost, whereas they had formerly been the 
organs of flesh.” (Baumgarten). But the nar¬ 
rative which immediately follows, ver. 0—13, 
does not allow a single doubt to remain in an 
unprejudiced mind, that we are here already, 
ver. 4, to understand a speaking of foreign 
languages, which were new to the speakers them¬ 
selves (see below, ver. 6—13). The last clause 
of ver. 4, which by no means implies that any 
labor or effort to learn, had preceded, distinctly 
describes the whole as a free gift of the Spirit, and, 
moreover, intimates that various languages were 
spoken. Now, as the disciples had hitherto con¬ 
stituted a company which sat apart, this speak¬ 
ing in foreign languages could have had no di¬ 
rect reference to other persons whose ordinary 
languages were the same; it must therefore have 
had a special purpose and meaning of its own. 
When the disciples, filled with the Spirit of the 
Father and the Son, ami elevated in thought and 
feeling, uttered aloud the praises of God in so¬ 
lemn adoration, and employed for this purpose 
various foreign languages, they prefigured in 
their persons the entire sanctified human race of 
a future and distant age, in which all generations, 
tongues, and languages will serve and glorify 
God, and his Anointed, in the Holy Ghost (Ben- 
gel, 'Baumgarten, and others). 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The precise times in which the promises 
will be fulfilled, are not revealed either under 
the old or the new covenant (comp. ch. i. 5, 7). 
Even when a reference to the time occurs, it is 
never so exact that we can previously define with 
precision the moment in which the fulfilment 
may be expected; even the prophets searched 
what point or what manner of time the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them, did signify. 1 Pet. 
ill. But as surely as the promise is God’s 
word, so surely will the fulfilment, which is God’s 


act, occur at the proper time. The promise ex¬ 
ercises our faith; the fulfilment strengthens it. 

2. The Pentecost of the old covenant was the 
chosen day on which, under the new covenant, 
the Spirit was poured out. Thus the day of 
Pentecost has a twofold significance. The new 
covenant is founded on the old; the Gospel is the 
fulfilment of the law. Here, too, with respect to 
holy day8 and festivals, Christ did “not come to 
destroy, but to fulfil.” 

3. In the revelations of God, the corporeal and 
the spiritual are alwayB combined; in this re¬ 
spect the most exalted instance—the most inti¬ 
mate union—and the reciprocal interpenetration 
of the two, will be found in the Person of Christ 
himself, in so far as the fulness of the Godhead 
has dwelt, and still dwelleth, in him bodily. Col. 
ii. 9. But at all times, all that belongs to the 
acts and revelations of God, to the means of 
grace, and to the operations of grace, exhibits 
the spiritual and the corporeal in combination. 
Such is the nature of the Word and the Sacra¬ 
ments ; in these, that which is corporeal, visible, 
and audible, is united in the most intimate man¬ 
ner with that which is spiritual and invisible. 
Such is also the case with the communication of 
the Holy Ghost; the Spirit descended upon Jesus 
at his baptism like a dove (Matt. iii. 16); the 
Lord breathed on the Apostles, and thus at first 
granted to them the Holy Ghost (John xx. 221. 
And here, on the day of Pentecost, when the ful¬ 
ness of the Spirit was imparted to the disciples, 
the event occurred amid visible and audible 
signs, which, descending from heaven and en¬ 
tering the material world, proclaimed and glori¬ 
fied the gift of the Spirit which they accompa¬ 
nied : these signs evidently possess an emblem¬ 
atical character, and refer to the promise that 
the disciples shall be baptized withi the Holy 
Ghost and with fire. 

4. The day of Pentecost coincides in time 
with the effusion of the Spirit. All the former 
operations, influences and communications of the 
Spirit of God, were only by measure, or in part; 
they were preliminary and transient in their 
character. The outpouring of the Spirit, in the 
true and only sense, could not occur until the 
present period had arrived; the Spirit could not 
be given until the Redeemer had previously 
finished his w’ork on earth, and had been glorified 
and exalted ; John vii. 39. For it was then only, 
on the one hand, that the exalted Lord could, 
send the Spirit from the Father (John xv. 261, 
and pray to the Father for the Comforter (tt apa- 
K^prof) in behalf of his disciples, or that the 
Father could send the Spirit in the name of Je¬ 
sus (John xiv. 16, 26); and then only, on the 
other hand, were the disciples fblly prepared to 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost; for, now that 
Jesus had ascended, and that bis visible presence 
had been withdrawn, they looked forward with 
all the strength of their souls, with eagerness and 
haste (2 Pet. iii. 12) toward the fulfilment of his 
most glorious promise. The peouliar features of 
the Pentecostal gift, as contradistinguished from 
other communicaCfions of the Holy Ghost, are, 
first, the fulness of the Spirit, in all the riches 
of his power and gifts ; and, secondly, the per¬ 
manent union of the Holy Ghost with human be- 

| ings, that is to say, with the human race. 
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5. Not only the apostles, but all the other 
disciples also, were filled with the Holy Ghost. 
The gift of the Holy Ghost was not at that time, 
and is not now, an exclusive privilege of a par¬ 
ticular oflice (not even of the highest in the 
Church—that of the Apostles), nor of any rank 
or either sex, but is the gracious gift of the Lord, 
bestowed on all who believe in him. There is a 
common priesthood of all believers, and the Holy 
Spirit is the anointing by which we are fitted 
for, and consecrated to, this priesthood. (1 John 
iL 27.) 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Veil 1. And when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come. —The Pentecostal gift fur¬ 
nished new evidence on the part of the Lord that 
he came to fulfil [Mat. v. 17]. The age of pro¬ 
mise, it is.true, preceded, and the people of God 
waited long; but then the fulfilment occurred 
suddenly. (C. H. Rieger).—The feast of Pass- 
over of the old covenant is succeeded by the 
Christian festival of Easter, and that of Pente¬ 
cost by the Christian pentecostal season [Whit¬ 
suntide] ; to the former, the death and resurrec¬ 
tion of Christ, and to the latter, the outpouring 
of the Spirit, respectively, assign a higher cha¬ 
racter as antitypes, than the ancient festivals 
possessed. The people of Israel observed on the 
day of Pentecost the festival of the first harvest of 
the year [Exod. xxiii. 16], but here we behold, 
in the outpouring of the Spirit, the source of the 
first great harvest on that field, white already to 
harvest, to which the Lord, as he sat at Jacob’s 
well, directed the attention of his disciples; on 
that one day about three thousand souls were ga¬ 
thered, as sheaves of the first fruits of the har¬ 
vest, into the garner of the Lord. If the people 
of Israel commemorated on their day of Pente¬ 
cost the giving of the law on Sinai, we behold here, 
in the outpouring of the Spirit, the giving of the 
law under the new covenant; but the will of God 
is now written with a pen of fire, not on tables 
of stone, but, as a law of the Spirit, on the hearts 
„ of men.— They were all with one accord 
in one place. —The Holy Spirit is given, not to 
the contentious and ungodly, but to those who 
dwell together in unity, and continue in suppli¬ 
cations and prayers. (Starke).—Let him who de¬ 
sires to receive the Holy Spirit, not forsake the 
assembling together of believers [Hebr. x. 25]. 
(ib.).—Perseverance in prayer, in place of being 
a burden, becomes our delight, when our faith 
fully relies on the fulfilment of the divine pro¬ 
mises, and when we, in addition, obtain a richer 
experience of God’s fidelity in keeping his pro¬ 
mises. (Ap. Past.).— United prayers, when they 
are perseveringly offered, are specially accept¬ 
able and effectual; the common experience of 
many believers that God answers prayer, in a 
special manner strengthens our faith. (jb.).— 
The intimate connection between God's deeds of old , 
and his deeds in our day: I. He does not cease to 
work [John v. 17], but continually does new 
things [Isai. xliii. 19]. II. He does not reject 
nor destroy that which is old, but establishes 
that which is new upon it. (Lechler).— The sig¬ 
nificance of the Christian festivals: they commem- » 


orate, I. The glorious deeds and the mercies of 
God; II. The truth and the faithfulness of God 
[*<in so far as the Pentecost and the other pro¬ 
minent festivals refer to the fulfilment of the di¬ 
vine promises, and to the actual execution of the 
original divine plan of salvation.” (From the 
first edition).—T r.] (ib.).— The holy and glorious 
connection between the divine promises and their ful¬ 
filment: I. The promises become more precious 
to us in proportion as we see them fulfilled; IL 
The fulfilment becomes the more adorable and 
glorious in our eyes, inasmuch as it was pro¬ 
mised. (ib.).— What position shall the believing 
Christian assume, in reference to the promises of 
God f I. Let him wait (with patience); II. Let 
him haste (with eager aesire); comp. 2 Pet. iii. 
12.—“ The hope of the righteous shall be gladness ” 
(Prov. x. 28); when it, I. Ib founded on God’s 
word and promise alone; II. Is united with hu¬ 
mility ; and, III. Manifests itself in persevering 
prayer. (Lechler).— Unexpected blessings. The 
disciples scarcely expected the outpouring of the 
Spirit on that particular day; but when the ap¬ 
pointed hour arrives, our help comes suddenly 
from the Lord, and puts our doubts to shame. 
(Besser).— The Pentecostal season of the new cove¬ 
nant^ the glorious consummation of the day of Pen¬ 
tecost of the old covenant: I. Viewed as the festi¬ 
val of the giving of the law; II. And as a har¬ 
vest festival. 

Ver. 2, 3. And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven, etc.—God ordinarily 
manifests his influence through his word; but 
that influence, particularly in its more striking 
forms, is often experienced suddenly and unex¬ 
pectedly, by those, in particular, whom the Spirit 
of grace had previously taught to wait with 
faith, and whose hearts had thus been opened. 
[Acts xvi. 14]. The prayer which the apostles 
offered with one accord, was graciously received 
in heaven, and this sound from heaven was the 
cheering answer, so that this jfaof was in truth 
an echo . The faithfulness of God to his children 
and servants is still the same; their cry reaches 
unto heaven, and enters his heart, and, as the 
devout Godwin expresses it, such a prayer re¬ 
turns to them without fail from heaven. (Ap. 
Past.).— The gifts of the Holy Ghost: they are 
from above, Jam.'i: 17; iii. 17; they are per¬ 
ceived in our Christian experience, 2 Cor. iv. 18; 
they exercise a controlling influence, Rom. viiL 
14; they fill the whole soul. (Starke).—It was as 
if a mighty wind were rushing onward, when the 
Holy Spirit took possession of the hearts of the 
disciples; we have here a very beautiful illus¬ 
tration of the power which he exercises over the 
soul, when he urges willing hearts onward, even 
as a vessel is impelled when its sails are filled by 
such a gracious wind. So, too, he rends the 
mountains, and breaks in pieces the rocks, when 
he produces a godly sorrow and contrition in the 
heart. Happy is that teacher on whose 44 garden” 
or heart this holy wind of God has blown (Song 
of Sol. iv. 16), and like the 44 north wind,” has, 
amid holy alarms, awakened a salutary fear, dis¬ 
persed the vapors of a false security, cast down 
every high thing that exalted itself in its own 
righteousness, and then conducted that heart to 
Christ! Happy is he, again, when that wind, like 
i the (< south wind,” carrying warmth and quiok- 
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ening power with it, fills his heart with all the 
blessed influences of the Gospel, so “ that the 
spices thereof may flow out,” flowing, too, freely 
on others, insomuch that through him, as a mes¬ 
senger of God who “ has an unction from the 
Holy One” [1 John ii. 20], the savour of the 
knowledge of Christ may be made manifest in 
every place! (2 Cor. ii. 14, 16). (Ap. Past.).— 
A rushing mighty wind, and flames of fire, are 
only the harbingers and emblems of the Holy 
Ghost: he himself entered the hearts of the dis¬ 
ciples in an invisible manner. “Even nature 
herself is called into action, and required to ren¬ 
der services in the holy place. God maketh his 
ministers a flame of fire [Hebr. 1. 7]. The crea¬ 
ture itself also shall be delivered from the bon¬ 
dage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God [Rom. viii. 21], and therefore 
utters praise in pealing anthems at all the great 
Christian festivals.” (Ahlfeld).—Tongues, like 
an of fire; this was the baptism with fire which 
John had promised (Matt. iii. 11)—the fire on 
earth which the Lord himself longed to see kin¬ 
dled (Luke xii. 49). The Holy Ghost is a divine 
fire, purifying the heart, consuming all that is 
sinful in it, elevating it to God, and sanctifying 
it. (Quesnel).—Sat upon each of them.— 
Whenever the Spirit of the Lord has taken full 
possession of an abode, he dwells therein perma¬ 
nently; he rests upon those whom he has 
anointed, guides them, and governs them, in 
whatever manner they may be employed. 1 Pet. 
iv. 14. (Ap. Past.). —The signs in inanimate nature 
which accompanied the outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost: they are, I. Evidences that the kingdom 
of power and of grace is governed by one God ; 
IL Emblems of the Spirit and his power. (Lech- 
ler).— A rushing mighty wind and flames of fire , 
instructive emblems of the nature and operations of 
the Holy Spirit: I. The wind an emblem of them, 
in its [a) mysterious approach [John iii. 8], (6) 
force, (c) purifying power, (d) refreshing influ¬ 
ence. IL The fire an emblem, in its (a) bright¬ 
ness, (6) animating warmth, (c) power to con¬ 
sume, (d) rapid diffusion. 

Van. 4. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost. —The human heart is never empty; 
in the same proportion in which it is delivered 
from the love of self, of the creature, and of sin, 
it is filled with the Holy Spirit. O blessed ful¬ 
ness—the fulness of the Holy Spirit! It does 
not burden, but rather lifts up the soul, and im¬ 
pels it to adore God. (Quesnel).—The same mea¬ 
sure and the same gifts of the Spirit were not 
bestowed alike on all; nevertheless, each one was 
filled, receiving the measure of the Spirit which 
corresponded to his capacity, and to the work in 
which God designed to employ him. The Lord 
still proceeds in this manner, bestowing on each 
a fitting gift according to his own holy will and 
purposes, so that in truth the heart of every one 
is filled. (Ap. Past.).—The words recorded in 1 
Kings xix. 11 ff. (“The Lord passed by Elijah, 
etc.”), naturally suggest themselves in this con¬ 
nection. Here, too, the Lord himself truly came, 
not in the great and strong wind, nor in the 
earthquake, nor in the fire, but in the still small 
voice,' when he entered into the hearts of his 
disciples, and spake by their mouth. (Willi- 
ger)._ And began to speak with other 


tongues.—A new tongue and effective eloquence 
in the sphere of religion, are gifts, not of nature, 
but of the Spirit. (Ap. Past.).—The Holy Ghost 
is never inactive, but always worketh, wherever 
he dwells; one of his principal instruments is the 
tongue. Eph. iv. 29; v. 19 ff. (Starke).—When 
the Holy Ghost fills and enlightens the heart, we 
begin to speak with another tongue. 2 Cor. iv. 13. 
(ib.).—We cannot properly proclaim the works of 
God, unless we acquire another and a new tongue, 
and, consequently, obtain, above all, a converted 
and renewed heart. Ps. Ii. 12-16. (ib.).—Even as 
the tongue, when it is set on fire of hell (Jam. iii. 
6,) setteth all on fire by the offence which it gives, 
so, too, when the tongue is enkindled by Hea¬ 
ven, it becomes a torch, which may enkindle a 
divine fire in many souls, (ib.)—Not swords 
nor arrows, but tongues, are designed to conduct 
men to the obedience of Christ. 2 Cor. x. 4 ff. 
(ib.).—The disciples could not repress the joy¬ 
ful emotions awakened by the power of that di¬ 
vine life which was poured into their souls, and 
all began to speak. But listen! They now speak 
with other tongues! They received new tongues, 
enkindled, not from below, but from above, by 
heavenly fire, and with these they gave praise to 
God and proclaimed the great miracle by which 
all things were made new. Their tongues were 
new with respect to language also, as well as 
with respect to the thoughts; their cloven tongues 
enabled them to speak the languages of foreign 
and distant nations, as a sign that the testimony 
which they now began to bear, was intended for 
every creature (Mark xvi. 17), and that it was 
the office of the Holy Ghost to restore the unity 
of language, and substitute for the confusion of 
tongues which began in Babel, one holy and har¬ 
monious Zion of all nations. Anticipating the 
Hallelujah sung in heaven, they proclaimed the 
praises of God, whose glorious plan of salvation 
they now could comprehend. (Stier).—This fa¬ 
mily of God, when thus declaring the praises of 
God in the languages of the whole world, pre¬ 
sents us with an image of that future age in 
which the whole world shall praise God in all its 
various tongues. (Bengel).—The confusion of 
tongues occasioned the dispersion of men, Gen. 
ch. xi.; the gift of tongues re-united them as one 
people. (H. Grotius).—On this day, the new festi¬ 
val of Pentecost, (the joyful, happy and blessed 
kingdom of Christ, which is full of gladness, 
courage and security,) was founded. We now 
hear another language, which does not fill the 
heart with terror, like the voice heard on Mount 
Sinai; it neither alarms nor slays us, but rather 
inspires us with courage and joy; indeed, Christ 
had promised his disciples that he would send to 
them the Holy Ghost, who should not be a Spirit 
of fear, but a Comforter, imparting to them bold¬ 
ness, and power to overcome every fear. For as 
soon as the Holy Ghost descended from heaven on 
that day, each one of the apostles, whom none 
could previously comfort, stood forth boldly, as 
if he intended to subdue the whole world. When 
Christ first rose from the dead, the apostles re¬ 
sembled the trembling and scattered brood of the 
hen; all his exhortations and oomforting assu¬ 
rances failed to encourage and strengthen them. 
But on this day, when the Holy Ghost comes with 
a loud sound, and breathes upon them, their 
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hearts are so abundantly filled with joy and glad¬ 
ness, and their tongues become so fiery, that each 
one arises and begins to preach publicly. No 
one looks first at another; each one is inspired 
with such courage of his own, that he is willing 
to confront the whole world. Such words and 
euch preaching are, therefore, very different from 
those which proceeded from Moses. (Luther). 

The Pentecostal gift , the richest gift of God: on ac¬ 
count of, I. Its source—the merits of Christ, his 
humiliation and exaltation; II. Its own nature— 
a union of the Spirit of God with men; III. Its 
influences and results—a new creation of the 
heart and of the world.— The permanence of the 
union of the Holy Ghost with men: viewed as, I. 
A continued indwelling, illumination, and sanc¬ 
tification; II. Not, however, as an external pos¬ 
session, (for thou canst grieve and lose him, Eph. 

iv. 30), but as a higher power that is exercised 
over the soul.— “Be filed with the Spirit!” (Eph. 

v. 18). I. Such a spiritual state is necessary, if 
we desire to be saved; II. The means for attain¬ 


ing it: (a) humble self-knowledge, (6) earnest¬ 
ness in following holiness [Heb. xii. 14], (c) 
fidelity in applying the gifts that have been im¬ 
parted, (d) perseverance in prayer. (Lechler). 

The new tongue which is given to us also , by the 
Pentecostal Spirit : I. What is its nature ? It is 
not a miraculous gift of tongues, nor a mechani¬ 
cal repetition of devout phrases, but rather the 
gift of a heart and a tongue which are always 
ready to proclaim the praises of divine grace 
with gratitude, and to confess 'the Lord with holy 
joy. II. From what source does it proceed? Not 
from any natural abilities, nor from art and sci¬ 
ence, but from above, from the Spirit of God, who 
touches the heart and lips with heavenly fire. 
III. For what purpose is it given? Not to gra¬ 
tify personal vanity, nor to secure carnal enjoy¬ 
ments, but to proclaim the„praises of God, and 
convey the tidings of salvation to the world.— 
(See also the Horn, and Pract . remarks on subse¬ 
quent parts of this chapter). 


B. —THE VARIOUS IMPRESSIONS WHICH WERE MADE BY THE EVENT ON JEWS WHO CAME FROM FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE DISCIPLES, FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT, SPAKE WITH OTHER 
TONGUES. 

Chapter II. 5-18. 

ContextsT he amazement of the multitude, when the disciples spake with other tongues; JewB from various countries, 
in which many different languages prevailed, heard their 'own respective languages from the lips of the disciples; 
while large numbers seriously reflected on the matter, others mocked, as if the disciples were drunken. 

5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem, Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 

6 heaven. *Now when this was noised abroad 1 [when this sound issued forth], the mul¬ 
titude came together, and were confounded,* because that every man heard them speak. 

7 in his own language [dialect]. ♦And they were all [omit all] * amazed and marvelled, 
saying, [and said] one to another, 4 Behold, are not all these which [who] speak Gar- 

8 lileans? '♦And how [then] hear we [them] every man in our own tongue [dialect], 

9 wherein we were born? ♦Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in 
[inhabitants of] Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 

10 *Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts [regions] of Libya about Cy- 

11 rene, and strangers of Rome [the Romans here present], Jews and proselytes, ♦Cretes 
and Arabians, [:] we do hear them speak in [with] our tongues the wonderfhl works 

12 [great deeds] of God.[!] ♦And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying, £and 

13 said] one to another, Whatmeaneth this [What then can this be]? 5 ♦Others mocking^ 
said, These men [They] are full of new [sweet, yXeuxou^ wine. 


* Vcr. 6. a.—TThe margin of the English Bible (which In the text follows Tyndale, Cranmer, Geneva,) renders more 

literally: when this voice urns heard (RhHms and Coverd.: voice). But as never means report or rumor elsewhere, 
while it doee occur in connection with the mention of wrind, thunder, etc., as in John iii. 8; Rev. vi. h, etc., Lechler, in the 
present translation, with many eminent critics and translators, regards it as another term for “ sound,” the fcot of ver. 
2.—Tb..] . 

, * Ver. 6. b<—[Margin: troubled in mind; Vnlg. mente confusa esL The original implies that the minds of the people 
were perturbed, or in a state of confusion, indicated by the tumult and eager inquiries which succeeded. Lechler: 6e- 
stuerst.— Tb.] 

* Ver. 7. a.—The text. rec. inserts navrts after i^ioramo & [with A. C. E. Cod. Sin. (avdyres). Vulg. (omnei)]; it has been 
very properly omitted by recent critics In accordance with important manuscripts [B. D.l, ancient translations, and also 
the example of Chrysostom and Augustine; this addition was designed to be emphatic. [Omitted by Lach M Scholl, Tisch., 
Born., and A If. — Tb.] 

* Ver. 7 . b.—It is, however, more donbtful than in the former case, whether vpbr aWvXovs [of text, rec.] is also a later ad¬ 
dition to the text, as Lachmann, who omits it, supposes. [Omitted in A. B. C. Cod. Sin. Vulg., and dropped also by Tisch. 
and Alf., but found in D. K. “An explanatory gloss.” (Alf.)—T b.] 

* Ver. 12.—In place of ri ay 6i Aot [of text, rec . with E.] Loch. [Tisch.] and Bornemann, with C. D. A., and Chrysostom, 

read ri the fatter is an unauthorized correction [as Alf. also believes], founded on the supposition that ri hr BiKoe 

is an indirect question, which is not the case.—[Cod. Sin. reads n Bihot. — Tb.] 

0 Ver. 13.—{The text. rec. has xAev«£o kt«v with E. and many minuscules; in place of it, the compound feaxAcodfowm ft 
substituted by recent editors (Tisch M Loch., Stier, Alf.) as “ more emphatic ” (de Wette), and more in accordance with ths 
best manuscripts, vi*., A. B. C. D. (corrected) Cod. Sin.—T e.] 
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SXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vrr. 5, 6. a. When this 'was noised 

abroad [When this sound, etc.].—The sound at¬ 
tracted the attention of large numbers of persons; 
all these assembled in the vicinity of the spot 
where the disciples had met together. We can¬ 
not, with Brenz, Calvin, Grotius, and others, un¬ 
derstand $ Quvfj airnjy to mean the rumor which 
was spread concerning the event, (<puvf} is not 
^4/07), nor can we, with Kuinoel, Ble$k, and 
others, refer it to the loudness of the speaking 
with tongues; for if this were the meaning, 
7jaXtiv in ver. 4 would be the term applied to 
load cries, and, besides, <pcnn/ would necessarily 
be used in the plural number. On the contrary, 
nothing but faof in ver. 2 can be meant by fand) 
avrriy as all recent interpreters admit. This loud 
sound from heaven, which Luke compares to the 
rushing noise of a mighty wind, was not audible 
in the interior of that house alone, as most inter¬ 
preters have, without any reason, inferred from 
ver. 2, 3; the former verse does not give the least 
intimation of such a circumstance. The sound 
was, on the contrary, heard in the city within a 
large circuit; [“probably over all Jerusalem.” 
Alf.]; at the same time, it was noticed that the 
heavenly sound “struck in,” if we may use that 
expression, at the spot in which the disciples 
were assembled; the multitude were, consequent¬ 
ly, attracted in that direction. It is obvious from 
this statement that Neander’s explanation, ac¬ 
cording to which an earthquake drove the people 
from their houses, rests on a gratuitous assump¬ 
tion. And Lange’s conjecture, also, that none 
but those who were rightly disposed in spirit, 
were influenced by the voice from heaven to sym¬ 
pathize with the disciples, and gather together in 
the same place, is unsupported by the text before 
us, and the entire context. 

b. The multitude came together.— Large 
numbers came together and listened to the dis¬ 
ciples, who, filled with the Holy Ghost, spake 
with tongues in this wonderful manner. What 
distinct conception can we form of the whole oc¬ 
currence? The text does not furnish precise in¬ 
formation, and the alleged impossibility of form¬ 
ing a distinct and clear conception of the whole 
process, has even led some writers to deny the 
historical truth of the event itself. Such a de¬ 
cision is hasty and unwise. As Luke himself has 
not furnished the details of the occurrence, we 
shall not venture to eay: It took place thus, or 
thus, and not otherwise! That it is possible to 
furnish a clear andcoherent account of the whole 
transaction, cannot be reasonably denied, even 
if some of the details which are interwoven, should 
appear less probable than others. It is, for in¬ 
stance, possible, that the disciples were at first 
assembled in a large apartment of a certain 
house, of which we have no other knowledge; as 
soon as the Spirit was poured out upon them, and 
they began to speak with tongues, praising and 
glorifying God in an inspired and exalted frame 
of mind, they may have proceeded to the outside, 
and there continued to speak in the presence of 
the rapidly increasing number of hearers. If, 
moreover, the house was in the immediate vici¬ 
nity of one of the more extensive public places 


or squares of the city, a great multitude could 
easily find sufficient room. It was doubtless 
under such circumstances that Peter delivered 
the subsequent address, ver. 14 ff. 

Ver. 7, 8. They were all amazed, and 
marvelled. —Luke gives prominence to the fact 
that the multitude included persons from very 
many foreign countries, and describes it in the 
customary amplifying style: airfr navrbg tfrvovf 
t£)v {yrcb tqv ovpav&v, ver. 6; we have no reason, 
especially when we refer to ver. 9-11, to inter¬ 
pret these words in their strict and literal sense. 
These Jewish men “dwelt” (ver. 6) in Jerusalem 
{fjoav KarotKovvreg b 'lep. ). This expression has 
generally been understood, in recent times, (de 
Wette, Meyer; Chrysostom, among the early 
writers} as denoting a permanent abode, a set¬ 
tled residence; it is, further, supposed to refer 
exclusively to Jews who came from foreign 
countries, and who, influenced by strong reli- 
gious attachments (ivSpeg evXaftelg), and, spe¬ 
cially, desirous of Deing near the temple and 
passing the evening of life in the holy city, had 
now established their homes in Jerusalem. It is 
certainly true that KaroiKeiv , according to clas¬ 
sical usage, conveys the idea of a fixed residence, 
and not merely of a sojourn ; it refers, specially, 
to a newly chosen abode, after a former place of 
residence had been forsaken; passages in the 
New Testament like Luke xiii. 4; Acts vii. 48; 
ix. 22, fully conform to this usage. The con¬ 
text, however, here deters us from urging such 
a signification of the word, since the words /tb- 
rotKovvreg rr/v Meowror, etc., ver. 9, and FiritiTjfww- 
reg 'Ptyiafo, ver. 10, distinctly imply that these 
persons, or at least the majority of them, still 
resided in foreign countries at that time, and 
were only temporarily present in Jerusalem on 
the occasion of the festival: it is possible that 
some of the number may have established them¬ 
selves permanently in the city. The term kotolk. 
in ver. 6 is accordingly employed in a somewhat 
wide Bense, and thus the older interpretation [a 
mere sojourn, Karoucelv equivalent to diarplflav, 
Hebr. *y|j|. Tr.] is sustained in its essential fea¬ 
tures. 

Ver. 9-11. a. Parthians and Medea, etc. 
This list, embracing fifteen countries from which 
individuals were present, is arranged according' 
to a certain plan which conducts the reader from 
the north-east to the west, then to the south, and 
lastly to* the west. Still, the writer does not ad¬ 
here to it. rigorously. The first four names em¬ 
brace the east, or certain countries beyond the* 
Euphrates, to which the nation had been con¬ 
ducted by the Assyrian, and then by the Baby* 
lonish Captivity; then, quite unexpectedly, Jur 
dea is mentioned. We could not have looked for 
the insertion of this name at a point where the 
transition to the provinces of Asia Minor occurs, 
and the question naturally suggests itself, whe¬ 
ther some other geographical name had not ori¬ 
ginally been introduced here. But the ancient 
manuscripts afford no information, [no Greek 
var. lect. occur in the critical editions of Tisoh. 
and Alf., nor in Cod. Sin. —Tr.] and the conjec¬ 
tures that Idumea, or India, or Bithynia had been 
mentioned, are altogether idle. The reading 
adopted by Tertullian and Augustine, that is, 
Afmeniay may possibly have had weightier testiv 
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mony in its f&yor. Some commentators adduce 
the circumstance that Luke wrote in Home, and 
oonsidered the geographical position of Judea in 
the light in which it would appear to Roman 
readers (Olshausen); others suppose that Judea 
is mentioned in reference to a difference of dia¬ 
lect, since that of Judea differed from the Galilean 
dialect of the disciples (Bengel; Meyer). But 
none of the reasons which they assign for the 
mention of Judea in a list of names of foreign 
countries, satisfactorily explains its appearance 
here, and a certain obscurity still attends the sub¬ 
ject.—The next five names are those of as many 
provinces of Asia Minor; the direction at first is 
from the east to the west; the third name, Asia, 
probably represents a narrow district on the 
coast of the [ASgean] Sea, embracing Mysia, 
Lydia, and Caria, according to the Roman ar¬ 
rangement of the provinces (Mannert: Oeogr. 
der. Gr. u. Rom. VI. 2. 8. 27). The direction is 
then easterly (Phrygia), and a southern province 
on the coast [of the Mediterranean] is next men¬ 
tioned (Pampbylia). We are now conducted far to 
the south, where two countries in Africa, Egypt 
and Libya Cyrenaica, are particularized; in both, 
large numbers of Jews had already resided for 
several centuries. At length Romans from the 
distant west are introduced, that is, Jews who 
dwelt in the city of Rome, and, generally, in the 
western portions of the Roman Empire, and who 
now appear in Jerusalem as visitors. The names 
of the Cretes and Arabians constitute a supple- 
meht to the list; but before these are appended, 
and when, at the close, Luke mentions the Ro¬ 
mans, he distinguishes in reference to all the 
provinces named by him, between those who are 
Jews by birth (’I ovdaloi) and those who are con¬ 
verted pagans (npooij'kvToi). It is Luke’s main 
purpose, in giving this list of names of nations 
and countries, as the context clearly demon¬ 
strates, to exhibit the variety of languages and 
dialects which these foreign Jews and proselytes 
employed. We have, consequently, no reason to 
represent the list as inexact in this respect, or 
even unmeaning (de Wette), on the ground, for 
instance, that the* Greek language was then 
spoken in the cities of Asia Minor and Egypt, in 
Cyrene and Crete, and was well understood even 
in Rome. For every country, and, in some re¬ 
spects, every province had, nevertheless, a dialect 
peculiar to itself, and it is precisely the difference 
of dialects (6i&7ckto^) to which Luke chiefly refers 
in ver. 6 and 8.—It may yet be added, as an ob¬ 
vious circumstance, that this extended enumera¬ 
tion of nations is not designed to be a precise re¬ 
port of the language of the multitude, but is as¬ 
cribed to them in order to exhibit the great va¬ 
riety of their respective dialects; hence, it 
can give offence to none except to mere theo¬ 
rists, whose views respecting the historical fidel¬ 
ity of a narrative do not correspond to the exigen¬ 
cies of actual life. [“We have here recorded, not 
the very words of any individual speaker, but the 
sum and substance of what all said.” (J. A. Alex¬ 
ander). Tr.]. And the assertion that the whole list, 
which is found in all the manuscripts, is spurious 
and a mere interpolation (Ziegler, and others), is 
a striking instance of arbitrary interpretation 
and the want of critical tact. 
b. We do hear them, apeak in our 


tongues.—After the statements made above, 
scarcely a doubt can remain respecting the 
meaning of the present passage; it describes the 
speaking of the disciples in different languages and 
dialects . The circumstance that the disciples 
spoke in the particular dialects of the hearere re¬ 
spectively, was precisely the one that confounded 
the latter, ver. 6. The terms: t/rcovov elc ixaaroc 
ry idig diaAi/cry XdMvruv avr&v, furnish merely a 
brief description of the whole scene. It is only 
a very superficial glance whioh could suggest 
the opinion that each one of the disciples had 
spoken in several different dialects at the same 
time (Bleek); such an opinion is supported by 
nothing except the plural XaXoivruv airrQv, which, 
however, is used collectively, and when ration¬ 
ally interpreted, can only mean that while one 
disciple spoke in one dialect, another employed 
a different one, so that every foreigner could 
hear his own dialect spoken by some one of the 
disciples. And this circumstance created the 
more astonishment, as the multitude knew that 
all the speakers were Galileans , ver. 7. The 
context, and, especially, the list of names of na¬ 
tions and countries, which is introduced in re¬ 
ference to the manifold languages, demonstrate 
that this term, Galileans , can also have only been 
introduced here in reference to language, in¬ 
asmuch as the Galileans were accustomed to 
speak the Aramaean [or Syro-Chaldaic] language 
alone; it cannot have been intended to designate 
the speakers as disciples of Jesus (which waa 
a later usage of the word), or to refer to the 
want of intellectual culture which characterized 
the province. But that these natives of Galilee 
should express themselves in the many vernacu¬ 
lar dialects or languages of foreign Jews and 
proselytes, who came from Asia, Africa and Eu¬ 
rope, and spoke in the Parthian, Phrygian, etc., 
tongues (ver. 8, 11), was an event that amazed 
and confounded the hearers. No interpretation 
is in harmony with the context, which assigns 
to yljuooai any other sense than that of language. 
The following modes of interpretation are, ac¬ 
cordingly, inadmissible:—(1). Those which take 
y/Xxma literally, in the sense of tongue, organ of 
speech [so that that the disciples spoke inarticu¬ 
lately,—T r.] (Wieseler), that is, of an ecstatic 
speaking in low tones and inarticulate sounds 
(Stud. u. Krit. 1888. 8. 703 fit.). Bardili and 
Eichhorn (1786 f.) apply, however, a similar 
mode of interpretation only to 1 Cor. ch. xiv., and 
not to Acts, ch. ii. Dav. Schulz, on the other 
hand, explains the word as meaning loud and 
joyous exclamations and exultant tones (<?««- 
tesgaben , 1836), while Baur understands it to 
mean tongues which the Spirit gave, organs of 
speech of the Spirit.—(2). According to another 
class of explanations, which are all likewise un¬ 
tenable, yi&ooa is equivalent to expression ,, mode 
of speech , (J. A. G. Meyer, 1797), or denotes 
obsolete, foreign or dialectal expressions (Hein¬ 
richs; Bleek, in Stud. u. Krit. 1829); but yA&oaa 
occurs in such a signification only in the writings 
of learned Greek grammarians; the whole term: 
kripatg ytoooais, ver. 4, besides, would then be 
redundant and altogether inappropriate.—(8). 
No other explanation of the word yA&oera, ac¬ 
cordingly, remains, except that whioh assigns to 
it the signification of language, dialect (Olahau- 
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sen; deWette; Meyer; Baumlein; Stud. d. wurt. 
Ocistlkt. 1834); it is sustained both by the gene¬ 
ral usage of the word in question, and by the 
context. Therefore, Luke describes the disciples 
as speaking, when filled with the Holy Ghost, in 
different foreign languages and dialects. 

But when this point is decided, another ques¬ 
tion presents itself: In what manner are we to 
▼iew the whole occurrence? What is the true, 
central point, or the substance of the fact itself, 
■viewed objectively? Here again the opinions 
of interpreters diverge widely. (1). Some sup¬ 
pose that certain of the disciples, who were not 
natives of Galilee, spoke in the ordinary manner 
in foreign languages, which were, however, re¬ 
spectively, their own native languages (Paulus; 
Eichhorn, and others); the only unusual feature, 
as they allege, was the circumstance that such 
hymns of praise should be uttered aloud in pro-' 
vincial dialects. This explanation grossly con¬ 
tradicts the text itself, since no reason whatever 
now remains for the amazement and confusion 
of miiM described in ver. 6-8, 11, 12, as appa¬ 
rent in the hearers.—(2). Some of the early 
Christian writers (Gregory Nazinnzen; Bede), 
as well as authors of a later age (Erasmus; 
Schneckenburger), suppose that the miracle was 
not one of speech, but of hearing; namely, the 
disciples simply employed their native language, 
the Galilean, and the foreigners who listened, 
being placed in a species of [magnetic] psychi¬ 
cal “rapport” [communication, relation], only 
thought that their own respective languages were 
spoken by the disciples. But, according to this 
interpretation, the peculiar feature of the scene 
is converted into a mere delusion of the hearers, 
and must, as in the case of the previous expla¬ 
nation, be regarded as a mistake—a supposition 
which dishonors the character of Sacred History, 
and is irreconcilable with the statement of the 
narrator given in ver. 4.—(3). According to an 
interpretation of a^more recent date, which has 
been accepted by comparatively large numbers, 
the true historical element in the narrative is 
the following: it was not really a speaking in 
foreign languages, but was “tongue-speaking,” 
[“the tongue alone, not the ego } spoke” (Kling) 
—Tn.], that is to say, it was an involuntary and 
nnconscious use of the tongue in the utterance 
of the language of prayer by men in a state of 
the highest mental and moral excitement [. Be - 
gt*Mtenmg\ whose words needed an intelligent 
interpretation, accordiifg to 1 Cor. ch. xiv. The 
advocates of this opinion usually assume that 
this historical element had been converted by 
tradition into a literal speaking in foreign lan¬ 
guages, precisely as the present narrative de¬ 
scribes the occurrence. This interpretation is 
adopted by Baur, de Wette, Hilgenfeld and Mey¬ 
er; but Meyer, in addition, combines with this 
interpretation the view of Paulus, stated above 
(under No. 1), and assumes that some of the 
speakers who were inspired in this manner, 
were foreigners, whose “tongue-speaking” was 
heard in their respective native dialects; this 
latter explanation contradicts the letter and spi¬ 
rit of the narrative before us in the most posi¬ 
tive manner. The decision of the present point 
depends partly on the parallel passages in the 
first Epistle to the Corinthians, etc., which treat 


of the glossolaly [speaking with tongues,], and, 
partly, on the alleged impossibity of such a mi¬ 
raculous speaking with tongues. 

(I). The parallel passages claim respectively, 
at the outset, an interpretation of theit own, in¬ 
dependently of each other; of the two, viz. Acts 
ch. iL, and 1 Cor. ch. xiv., neither is to be prima¬ 
rily employed in interpreting the other; but 
when each has been separately considered, the 
relation in which they stand to each other can 
be satisfactorily exhibited, and that relation is 
an exegetical problem, the solution of which is 
indispensable. It is true that at a time when 
commentators generally were inclined to adopt 
1 Cor. ch. xiv., as their guide in interpreting Acts 
ch. ii., and when they understood the latter pas¬ 
sage as describing an ecstatic speaking with 
tongues exclusively, Batfmlein adopted an oppo¬ 
site course, and, not without a certain degree of 
success, explained 1 Cor. ch. xiv. as referring to 
a speaking in foreign languages. Still, the diffi¬ 
culties which attend the explanation of the lat¬ 
ter passage, have not in every particular been 
removed; see the Commentary on the chapter 

P t>y C. F. Kling, in a subsequent volume.—T r.]. 

he Corinthian and the Pentecostal speaking 
with tongues coincide in the following points: 
(1) It was in both cases an extraordinary influ¬ 
ence and gift of the Holy Spirit, a *<fy>ttx/m,AcU 
ii. 4 ; (2) on both occasions the Spirit of God 
took possession of the soul of the speaker with 
great power, insomuch that the free action of 
the will and the self-consciousness of the latter 
at last receded; a mental state ensued so strange 
and mysterious in its character, as to produce 
on the minds of some spectators the impression, 
corresponding to their general views, that they 
beheld a case of drunkenness, while others re¬ 
garded it as a case of madness; comp. 1. Cor. 
xiv. 28; (3) in both instances this yX6aoatg Xa- 
Tielv did not result in a didactic discourse, but 
was the language of devotion, in which the 
praise and honor of God were proclaimed.—On 
the other hand, each case exhibits distinctive 
features of its own: (1) The speaking of the 
disciples, Acts ii., was intelligible, and was con¬ 
sequently understood by the hearers without the 
assistance of others, ver. 8, 11, whereas the Co¬ 
rinthian speaking with tongues could not possi¬ 
bly be understood without the aid of an inter¬ 
preter, 1 Cor. xiv. 2, 13,* 16, 27, 28; (2) the 
speaking described in Acts, ch. ii., was clearly a 
speaking in foreign languages, whereas not a 
single distinct and unequivocal expression in 
1. Cor. ch. xiv., intimates that such was the case 
in Corinth.—It appears, then, that certain es¬ 
sential features of both occurrences are the 
same, while important differences between the 
two are discoverable; we are, consequently, not 
authorized to assume that the one described in 
Acts, ch. ii., was necessarily like the other in all 
its features, and that the differences which are 
now noticed are merely legendary variations. 

(III. Suoh a mythical interpretation, however,* 
would have scarcely been suggested, if some 
writers had not likewise assumed that a miracu¬ 
lous gift of tongues is an impossibility. Zeller 
(Apost. 1864), who adopts this view in its ex¬ 
treme form, has declared that the narrative of 
the Pentecostal event is unhistorical in every re- 
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speot, that it is a mere legend proceeding from 
certain conceptions in the minds of its original 
authors, and that it possesses no foundation 
whatever in fact. But on what grounds is such 
an event declared to be impossible ? Meyer al¬ 
leges: “The sudden communication of the gift 
of speaking in foreign languages is neither logi¬ 
cally possible, nor psychologically and morally 
conceivable.” How, with regard to the logical 
possibility, we know that all men in essential 
points occupy the same position, and that hence 
in essential features all languages resemble each 
other, so that every man possesses the key for 
understanding, and the capacity for acquiring, 
all languages. And the possibility of conceiving 
of the event psychologically, is denied chiefly for 
the twofold reason, Uiat the disciples are sup¬ 
posed to have delivered formal and extended ad¬ 
dresses in foreign languages, and, that they per¬ 
manently retained the ability to express them¬ 
selves in any and every foreign language. t But 
there is not a single intimation given in the en¬ 
tire history of the apostles that the latter was 
the case; the section before us, on the contrary, 
describes a phenomenon which soon passed away, 
and to whioh the psychological difficulty, there¬ 
fore, which has been adduced, does not apply. 
The whole question, indeed, assumes another form 
when we give due attention to the fact that the 
statements of Luke by no means suggest the 
thought that the disciples delivered extended 
discourses in foreign languages, but rather im¬ 
ply that their speaking with tongues consisted 
simply in brief utterances or effusions of the 
powerful emotions of their heartB, by which they 
were impelled to praise God for his wonderful 
works and gracious deeds. Now if, under such 
circumstances, they expressed themselves in for¬ 
eign languages, the phenomenon would very in¬ 
appropriately be assigned to the class of natural 
and ordinary occurrences, as the so-called “na¬ 
tural mode of interpretation” has attempted to 
do, since Luke’s report undeniably represents 
the whole as a wonderful and truly amating oc¬ 
currence. Still, when the assertion is repeated 
that the whole occurrence is psychologically and 
morally inconceivable, and therefore impossible, 
we may, in addition, refer to analogous facts, 
such as the following:—Somnambulists and per¬ 
sons who were placed under magnetic influences 
or appeared in a highly excited state of mind, 
have been known to speak, not in their usual 
provincial dialect, but in a pure and elevated 
style, with which they had previously not been 
at all familiar, or even in foreign languages; an¬ 
other analogous case may be found in the ac¬ 
counts furnished by persons who were present, 
respecting the speaking with tongues of the Ir- 
vingites ? about the beginning of the third decade 
of the present century. While, then, the event 
itself, when the disciples were filled with the 
Spirit, or when their souls were controlled and 
exalted by the Spirit of God, must undoubtedly 
be regarded as miraoulous, and as proceeding 
from an extraordinary and heavenly influence, 
we must with equal reason regard this peculiar 
manifestation of the Spirit, namely, through the 
medium of other dialects and languages, as hav¬ 
ing also been miraculous in its character. 

Tib. 12,18.—And they were all amazed. 


—The view of the occurrence which has just been 
given, was, accordingly, entertained by many of 
the spectators at the time, who wondered and in¬ 
quired with reverence and devout feeling; ver. 
7, 8, 11, 12. They were men who were open to 
the influences of the truth, and whom Luke de¬ 
scribes in ver. 6, as “ devout,” God-fearing men. 

“ timenSf relate ad Deum=pius, reverens 
Deum.” Wahl: Clevis'S, T.— Tb.1. But all the 
spectators did not entertain such sentiments. 
There were persons present who remained un¬ 
moved, and who yielded to a spirit of levity; 
they would not permit this divine manifestation 
to make an impression on their hearts, but rather 
attempted to degrade and profane that which was 
holy and divine. These men declared that the 
words which they heard were merely the sense¬ 
less speech of men who were unusually excited 
by slrong drink, and that it was not the Spirit of 
God, but the spirit of wine by which they were 
impelled to speak. *It is obvious that such lan¬ 
guage would have been altogether unmeaning, 
and could not have occurred to these scofif rs, if 
the deportment of the disciples and the manner 
in which they spoke had not been unusual, or 
had not indicated a high degree of mental excite¬ 
ment. But if such was really the case, we have 
not sufficient grounds for terming these men 
blasphemers, in the proper sense of the word, 
much less can we accuse them, as some have 
done, of committing the sin agAinst the Holy 
Ghost; Peter himself admonishes them, ver. 16, in 
mild terms only, and exhibits no traces of indig¬ 
nant feelings. Many interpreters assume that 
the scoffers were all residents of Jerusalem, and 
that the others, whose words are quoted in ver. 
7 and 12, as those of thoughtful men, were 
foreign Jews; the former are supposed, for in¬ 
stance, to be persons whose religious feelings had 
been “blunted by familiarity with holy things.” 
But the text affords no support for this view; the 
Israelites from foreign countries are evidently 
placed in the foreground, chiefly for the purpose 
of presenting the fact more prominently, that the 
disciples, when filled with the Spirit, had spoken 
in a variety of languages and dialects. There 
were, doubtless, reflecting and devout men, found 
likewise among the inhabitants of the city, and 
some of the scoffers may have been foreigners. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. As soon as the Holy Spirit was poured out 
and had filled the souls of the disciples, the 
praises of God flowed in a full stream from their 
lips; the sacred fire from above had enkindled 
their souls, and the tribute which their devout 
feelings offered, rose again, like asoending flames, 
to heaven. “ Out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh.” Matt. xii. 84. The most pro¬ 
found and holy thoughts and feelings are those 
which can least of all endure constraint; they will 
break forth and proclaim their power aloud. The 
soul, struggling in its narrow enclosure with the 
powerful emotions which move it, finds relief in 
words. The eternal Son of God himself is called 
“ The Word,” and the soul, too, employs words 
in describing the gifts reoeived from the Spirit, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. God’s 
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wonderful gift of speech, the prerogative of man 
alone, although polluted by si a and the depravity 
of man, is cleansed, consecrated anew, and sanc¬ 
tified by the 8pirit of God. 

2. The speaking in foreign tongues was a 
sign of the Holy Ghost. It was a holy speaking 
of holy things—a speaking of the wonderful works 
of God, not of the petty affairs of men, and in so 
far it was an illustration of the holiness of the 
Spirit. It was a speaking in many different 
dialects and languages; herein were revealed 
alike the comprehensive character of the gift 
of the 8pirit, and also its reference to the hu¬ 
man species—the Spirit of God was a gift de- 
mgned for all countries, nations, and tongues. 
This ability to speak in foreign languages was not 
acquired after much labor had been bestowed, 
and time and various aids had been employed, 
but was freely granted, and was solely a gift of 
divine grace—a sign of the favor and the grace 
which characterize the operations of the Spirit 
of God. 

8. The fact that Israelites from all the known 
countries of the world were here present as wit¬ 
nesses of the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, is an 
evidence that the judgments of God also include 
gracious purposes, and that his chastisements 
proceed from a merciful design. The people of 
Israel had been scattered abroad among all na¬ 
tions on account of their apostasy—in earlier ages 
in the Hast, and subsequently, in the West also. 
But now, Jews and proselytes from all these coun¬ 
tries assemble in Jerusalem, and are permitted 
to be <ye-witnesses and ear-witnesses of the ope¬ 
rations of the Holy Spirit; these were a pledge 
that the grace of God in Christ was designed for 
all countries, nations, and tongues. And it was 
precisely the dispersion of the Jews among all 
the known nations of the world that opened a 
pathway for the passage of the Gospel from the 
people of God to the Gentiles. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Veil 5. And there were dwelling at Je¬ 
rusalem Jews, devout men, out of every 
nation under heaven.—0 how wonderful is 
the faithfulness of our God, who, even amid the 
most severe judgments that overtake his disobe¬ 
dient people, prepares a pathway for the Gospel 
which is unto salvation! The Jewish people had, 
in accordance with the threatenings of God, been 
scattered among all nations on account of their 
sins, and had thus acquired the respective lan¬ 
guages of those nations. And now God employs 
these as the means for communicating his word 
and the great salvation wrought by Christ, to all 
nations. He who surveys such deeds with the 
eye of faith, may with truth exclaim: .“I remem¬ 
ber thy judgments of old, 0 Lord; and I comfort 
myself.” Ps.cxix.52. fApost. Past).—Often when 
an individual undertakes a journey, or engages 
in a good work, the blessing of God is added, and 
conducts him to the way of salvation; see ch. 
viiL 27 f.(Starke).—Devout men.—In those who 
are truly converted, God begins a good work, at an 
early period, and opens the way for the operations 
of his grace. (Starke ).—A devout spirit is precious in 
Uu eyes of God: L It prompts to willing and con¬ 


tinued obedience when God leads; II. Its reward 
consists in still more precious gifts of divine 
grace.— 41 Whosoever hath, to him shall be given, 
and he shall have more abundance ” [Matt. xiii. 
12].— 44 He that is faithfiil in that which is least, 
is faithful also in much.” [Luke xvi. 10].—It is 
not in increasing stores of knowledge, but in true 
godliness and uprightness of spirit, that your real 
advantages consist.— The dispersion of Israel , a 
wonderful illustration of the divine government of the 
world; viewed, I. As the merited punishment of 
their sins; II. As an effectual means for extending 
a knowledge of the true God; III. As a promising 
indication and an instrument in reference to the 
'propagation of the Gospel.—The judgments of 
God during this season of grace, are always chan¬ 
nels through which his grace, too, abundantly 
flows.—In God’s hand, the staff called “Bands” 
may at any time be converted into the staff 
“Beauty.” [Zech. xi. 7]. (Leehler). 

Ver. 6. Now when this was noised 
abroad, the multitude came together, and 
were confounded. —The curiosity of men, ma¬ 
nifested alike in the days of Christ and the apos¬ 
tles, and in our own, must, in accordance with 
the example of the first witnesses of our Saviour, 
be so employed by us as to promote the interests 
of the kingdom of Christ. Wherever that king¬ 
dom comes in reality, or is preached in truth and 
purity, and in the power of God, the previous re¬ 
pose of men is greatly disturbed. Even the 
amazement and confusion of mind which the 
Gospel produces, when it comes in power, often 
render valuable services. We cannot, on the other 
hand, regard it as a good sign, when all things 
proceed in their usual quiet course, and when 
the preaching of the Gospel produces no move¬ 
ment among men. (Ap. Past.).—The instructive 
fact that the Father can employ even the curio¬ 
sity of men as the means of conducting souls to 
the Son. (Leehler).—The advantages possessed by 
the Gospel, as compared with the Law: when the 
law was given, the people fled [Heb. xii. 18-24; 
Exod. ch. six.]; here, they are drawn together. 
(Starke).—Men are sometimes conducted to the 
way of salvation by an alarm, which is employed 
as the means of preparing their hearts, (ib.).— 
Every man heard them speak in his own 
language. —Every man heard the glorious deeds 
of God proclaimed in his language. Do we, who 
are ambassadors of Christ, also take so deep an 
interest in the spiritual welfare of each individual 
among our hearers ? Or do we content ourselves 
with making, at all times, only a general public 
statement of the truth ? (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 7. They were all amazed and mar¬ 
velled. —Amazement at great events, the means 
through which at times God makes known his 
salvation. (Leehler). Amazement or wonder may 
indeed prepare the neart for receiving a deep im¬ 
pression from the word of God; but it should also 
impel us, as the intended result, to praise and 
adore the grace and truth of God.— Axe not all 
these which speak Galileans? —A faithful 
witness of the truth may easily endure it, when 
others look down on him as on a “Galilean.” 
Was not such the experience of David, of Paul 

2 Cor. x. 10), and even of our Lord himself? 

John i. 46). 

Ver. 8-11. How hear we every man in 
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onr own tongue, etc.—Luke is not unmindful, 
of the progress of the Gospel when he adopts the ' 
present arrangement of the representatives of 
the many nations now assembled in Jerusalem, 
and introduces them as speakers.—The comme¬ 
moration of the wonderful works of God was 
notunfamiliar to Jewish ears (Ps.lxxi. 19). But no 
ear had ever previously heard of those wonder¬ 
ful works of God which the Holy Ghost on this 
occasion taught the hearts and lips of the disci¬ 
ples to praise. The language of the Jews was 
too feeble to describe their grandeur; it needed 
all the tongues of the world to publish and to 
glorify the works of the Saviour of the world. 
(Besser).—How gratefully we should confess the 
oodness of God in permitting us to read and 
ear the Gospel in our own native language!— 
The wonderful works of God, viewed as the sub¬ 
ject of which the Bible chiefly treats.—The truth 
that the divine gift of speech cannot be more ap¬ 
propriately applied, than when it is consecrated 
to God and to the interests of his kingdom. (Lech- 
ler). The Hallelujah of the world, sung by innu¬ 
merable voices to the honor of God: the hymn of 
praise, I. Was commenced on the morning of the 
creation, in the kingdom of nature; II. Was 
commenced anew on the day of Pentecost, in the 
kingdom of grace; III. Will be more perfectly 
continued (but not end) on the day of the reve¬ 
lation of the Lord, in the kingdom of glory. 

Vee. 12. They were all amazed, etc. — 
Even such amazement may ultimately conduct men 
to salvation, since God does not begin his work in 
their souls, until their reason has discovered its 
own errors, and confesses its feebleness. (Starke). 
—Now when the question dictated by wonder: 
“What meaneth this?” is changed into the ques¬ 
tion, “What shall I do?” and proceeds from a 
deeply moved and penitent heart, the way of sal¬ 
vation is opened. (Leonh. and Sp.). 

Vee. 18. Others mocking said, etc.—Al¬ 
though such Bcoffing is one of the most mournful 
evidences of a Satanic opposition to the kingdom 
of Christ, the teacher of religious truth is, never¬ 
theless, not excusable when he allows it to arouse 
his indignation so highly that he casts the scoffer 
altogether from his path, or even by scornful 
words and pointed reflections exasperates such 
persons anew; they are, in truth, entitled to our 
pity. He should therefore endure them with 
gentleness of spirit, and persevere in his efforts 
to rescue some of these wretched men from de¬ 
struction.—When we closely examine the scoffs 
and blasphemies of Satan, we can always dis¬ 
cover from them that such wonderful works of 
God overwhelm him with confusion, and that he 
sometimes emits blasphemies which are either 
totally devoid of meaning, or else self-contradic- 
tory, as exemplified here in.the words: “They 
are full of new wine.” (Ap. Past.).—“The world 
loves to tarnish shining objects, and to drag those 
that are exalted down into the dust.” (Schiller). 
—0 bow often this mocking is only the veil as¬ 
sumed by a desperate spirit! The strongest con¬ 
victions of the truth are frequently produced on 
the heart of such a man; he well knows the di¬ 
vine character of the Gospel; but he attempts to 
repress his convictions, and will not permit them 
to come to the light of day, for he loves darkness 
rather than light; hence he endeavors to escape 


their force by resorting to ridicule and jests. (L. 
Hofacker).— How shall we secure ourselves from 
taking offence at holy things in consequence of erro¬ 
neous judgmentst I. By carefully maintaining 
sentiments of profound reverence in our souls, 
with respect to God and divine things; II. By 
making ourselves thoroughly acquainted with the 
sinfulness of man in our own case, and in the 
case of others; III. By constantly remember¬ 
ing the contradiction and opposition which God's 
works have encountered among men, even from 
the beginning. (Lechler).—The Gospel, to some 
the savour of life unto life, to others the savour 
of death unto death [2 Cor. ii. 16].—Christ is 
still set in our day for the fall and rising again 
of many. [Luke ii. 84]. (ib.). 

The significance of the Pentecostal gift: I. It was 
a token given to Israel; II. It was a prefigura¬ 
tion of God’s dealings with the Gentiles, namely, 

(а) of the call given to all nations; (6) of the 
election of those who seek salvation; ( c) of the 
rejection of those who scoff at the wonderful 
works of God; III. It is still a rich source of 
hope, consolation and encouragement for all true 
Christians. (Harless).— The outpouring of thcHoly 
Ghost on the disciples of the Lord: I. The circum¬ 
stances which necessarily preceded such an 
event; II. The external signs which attended it; 
III. The power of the Holy Ghost, manifested at 
once in the disciples; IV. The impressions made 
on the assembled multitude. (Langbein). —The 
miracle of the Pentecostal gift: I. In the world, a 
mystery of foolishness; (o) “What meaneth 
this ? ” (6) “ They are full of new wine. ” IL 
In Christ, a mystery unto salvation; (a) a mys¬ 
tery—sudden; invisible; wonderful; (6) in Christ 
made manifest unto salvation—made manifest 
(by being with one accord together; by prayer; 
by a holy walk)—unto salvation (for all nations 
and times). (C. Beck: Horn. Repert.). — The op¬ 
erations of the Holy Spirit: I. The mauner in 
which they are conducted; II. The results which 
they produce. (Kapff).— The Christian Church, 
originally founded by the outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost: I. By what circumstances was the way 
for this event prepared ? (a) Externally, by the 
fulfilment of an appointed time ; (b) internally, 
by the continuing together of the apostles with 
one accord. II. What circumstances attended the 
event itself? (a) Externally, wonderful signs; 

(б) internally, wonderful influences. III. What 
impressions did the multitude receive from it? 

(a) Externally, the effect of the singular char¬ 
acter of the testimony of the disciples (mockery); 

(b) internally, the effect of the truths proclaimed 
(confusion of mind). (Lisco).— The outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost , an image of regeneration (Homily). 
I. The praying Church; II. The sound from 
heaven; III. The holy flames; IV. The preach¬ 
ing with new tongues, (ib.).— The confused voices 
of the world when the Holy Spirit bears witness: I. 
“Are not all these Galileans?” The world 
takes offence at the persons of the witnesses. IL 
“ How hear we in our own tongue ?” It is ar¬ 
rested by the voice of conscience responding to 
the truth. III. “What meaneth this?” It dis¬ 
trusts the issue of the ways of God. IV. “They 
are full of new wine.” It mistakes the source of 
the operations of the 8pirit.— The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, [1 Cor. 
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iL 14]. I. The disciples of the Spirit are too 
mean in his eyes, ver. 7; II. The Spirit’s witness 
is too mighty for him, Ter. 8—11 ; III. The 
Spirit’s purpose is too lofty for him, ver. 12; 
IV. The Spirit's source is too profound for him, 
▼er. 18.— The impression s made on the individual by 
Heine things, correspond in their character to the ac¬ 
tual state of his mind and heart; I. The thought¬ 
less gaze in ignorant wonder; the reflecting, with 
adoring praise; II. The guilty listen with con¬ 
fusion and terror ; the justified, with holy joy; 
III. The wicked are prompted to indulge in fool¬ 
ish mocking; earnest inquirers are filled with 
holy awe.—[Illustrations of the divine attributes, 
derived from the outpouring of the Spirit (love; 
wisdom; power; truth, etc.).—Illustrations of the 
future blessedness of believers, derived from the 


outpouring of the Spirit (personal merit not the 
the cause; no hinderances insurmountable; suited 
to the nature and capacity of the creature; gives 
glory to God, etc.).—The continued operations of 
-the Holy Spirit in the Church .—The outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost, a triumphant display of divine grace : 

I. In its original design; (a) such a gift could 
not have been conceived of by man ; ( b ) was, 
therefore, unsought; (e) and totally undeserved; 

II. Its actual occurrence; (a) the subjects (dis¬ 
ciples); (b) witnesses; (c) immediate effects 
(Church rounded); III. Its permanent results; 
fa) preservation of divine truth in the Church; 
(6) conversion of sinners; (c) sanctification, eto. 
—Tb.1— Comp. the Hom. and Pbact. remarks be¬ 
low, on II. 14-21. 


C . —THE TESTIMONY Of PETEB. 

Chapter II. 14-86. 

Comtotts :—Peter arises and asks for attention, rer. 14; he sajs: (1)* These scenes are the fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy, 
ver. 15-21; (2.) Jesus of Nazareth, whonl ye slew, has been raised up, in accordance with the prophecies of David, 
ver. 22-32 ; (3.) This exalted Jesus, the Lord and Messiah, has now poured out the Spirit, Ter. 33-30. 

} I .—Peter stands forth, and addresses the multitude. He explains that this astonishing course of action 
on the part of the disciples , is not the effect of drunkenness, but is occasioned by the fulfilment of JoeVs 
prophecy, namely , the outpouring of the Spirit of God in the last days . 

Chapteb II. 14-21. 

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, 
Ye men of Judea [Jewish men], and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known 

15 nnto you, and hearken to my words: *For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, 

16 seeing [for] it is but the third hour of the day. *But this is that which was spoken 

17 by the prophet Joel; *And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, 1 will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall [will] 
prophesy, and your young men shall [will] see visions, and your old men shall dream 

18 [will have] dreams ; 1 *And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in 

19 those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: * And I will shew [do] wonders in 
heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke; 

20 *The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great 

21 and notable* day of the Lord come: * And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 


1 [Ver. 17. Mwvx a of the text. rec. with R, baa been exchanged by Stier and later editors generally for hnurrtois, to 
accordance with A. B. C. D. (corrected) Cod. Sin. For examples In the N. T. of the accus. of conjugate nouns, see Wuum, 
Gras*. JV. T. $32. 2, and for the dat. ib. $54. 3 .—Tr.] 

* [Ver. 20.— text. rec. and Sept.; tHU ; Luther and Lechler, in obsolescent German, offenbarlich. The Ho- 

fcrew signifies terrible, if from fcO* as usually explained, but glorious, if traced to mo as is done by the Sept. 

(de Watte).—The words kox hrufravif of rer. 20, and tho whole of rer. 21, are omitted in the original text of Cod. Sin., bat 
a later hand added the words found in Ter. 2L—Ta.] 


BXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Veb. 14, 15. (a) But Peter, standing np, 
etc.—The apostles were authorized, and, indeed, 
impelled by a sense of duty, in view alike of the 
amazement and inquiries of the devout, and of 
the scoffs of the others, to address the assembled 
multitude, and deliver their testimony. Hitherto 
til the disciples of Jesus had pursued the same 


course, but at this point, the Apostles , mindful of 
the will and words of Jesus: “ Ye shall be wit¬ 
nesses unto me in Jerusalem,” (i. 8), presented 
themselves to the multitude. Their public ap¬ 
pearance is described in solemn language: Pe¬ 
ter stood np with the eleven, as the leader 
of the latter, 44 the mouth of the apostles and 
their corypheus” (Chrys.), quick in his move¬ 
ments and resolute, bold in his faith and eloquent. 
The position which he took in the sight of the 
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multitude (ara&eif), was not, however, isolated, as 
his eleven fellow-apostles surrounded him, and 
also addressed the people, at least, subsequently, 
ver. 87-40. Peter lifted up his voice, so that 
the thousands who stood before him might hear 
distinctly ; his good conscience and joy of soul 
gave him confidence and strength. He spoke in 
a solemn, distinct and intelligible manner, and 
praised God, not in an ecstatic state, but with 
self-possession; his whole demeanor, his voice, 
and his words, revealed entire sobriety. 

b. Ye men of Judea. —The manner in which 
Peter begins his address indicates that truths of 
high importance are to be communicated. He 
speaks to the assembled Jews with simple dig¬ 
nity, and modestly but emphatically entreats them 
to listen, and lay his words to heart. He spoke 
undoubtedly in the Aramaean, the language of 
the country, which all the hearers could under¬ 
stand. 

c. These are not drunken. —He replies at 
once to the mocking language of some of the 
spectators, and repels their degrading charge by 
referring to the early hour of the day. The 
third hour of the day, extending from eight 
to nine o’clock in the morning, according to the 
modern computation, was the first of the three 
stated hours of daily prayer [see below, iii. 1. c. 
and x. 8.-6.—Tit.] which coincided with the morn¬ 
ing sacrifice [Ex. xxix. 38-42; Numb, xxviii.3-8]; 
the Israelites were not allowed by devout usage 
to partake of food and drink until this hour had 
expired, particularly, when the festivals oc¬ 
curred. The oalmness with which Peter replies to 
the mockers, is well worthy of attention; he is 
as dignified as he is prudent in his language, 
when he assumes that such is the sincere, although 
unfounded, opinion of these people, and refrains 
from accusing them of uttering malicious and 
slanderous remarks in opposition to their own 
secret convictions. When he here speaks of the 
disciples in the third person [onro*], he by no 
means intends to exclude himself and the other 
apostles from the number of those who spake 
with tongues, as de Wette supposes, [overlooking 
&iravreg in ver. 4, and] assuming that the speak¬ 
ing with tongues proceeded from an inferior grade 
of inspiration, of which the apostles would have 
been ashamed. Peter adopts that phraseology 
■imply because he is himself at the moment speak¬ 
ing in the ordinary style, and temporarily asso¬ 
ciates himself with the spectators, so that he 
might the more effectually establish the truth re- 
. spec ting the real nature of the occurrence: he un¬ 
questionably includes himself in his defence of 
i the whole number of the disciples. 

Veil 16-21. But this is, etc.—A simple de- 
nial is never regarded as a sufficient defence 
. against a charge, and is not adapted to make a 
favorable impression. We cannot convince others, 
unless we not only deny, but also affirm, (hat is, 
prove the truth. This course Peter pursues. 
He declares that the event which had just occurred, 
.and had so greatly amazed his hearers, was no¬ 
thing less than a fulfilment of the divine pro- 
.mise given through the prophet Joel (ch. ii. 28- 
82). The prophet announces, in the name of 
itiod, that after his people had endured heavy 
judgments, a season of grace should arrive, dis¬ 


tinguished by a general and abundant outpouring 
of the Spirit of God. He announces, further, 
that previously to the last judgment, the enemies 
of God shall be visited with a succession of ter¬ 
rible judgments, while all the true people of God 
shall find protection and deliverance. God pro¬ 
mises, in a special manner, to pour out of his 
Spirit upon all flesh, that is, not upon certain in¬ 
dividuals only, but upon the whole human race, 
without distinction of sex, age, or station, even 
as a rain that is graciously sent to water the 
whole land. “ To prophesy, to see visions, and 
to dream dreams,” are each specified as opera¬ 
tions of the Spirit of God, and as evidences of an 
overflowing outpouring of thq Spirit. The bo¬ 
dily senses are more impressible in the case of 
the young, while the inner sense is more acute in 
the old; hence, “visions” are promised to the 
former, and “dreams” to the latter, although 
these gifts are not confined to each class respec¬ 
tively. In the prophecy of Joel, the promise of 
the gracious gift of the Spirit is combined with 
intimations of the judgments that shall overtake 
the enemies of God, and of the signs that shall 
precede that awful final judgment. These signs 
will appear partly on earth, namely, the shed¬ 
ding of blood and vast conflagrations, partly in 
the heavens above, namely, eclipses of the sun 
and moon, together with other fearful phenome¬ 
na. All these things shall precede that great day 
of the Lord, on which his irrevocable decisions 
and final judgments shall be manifested. But 
while these awful punishments bring destruction 
upon the enemies of God, deliverance and salva¬ 
tion are prepared for those who “call on the 
name of the Lord;” that is, for those who believe 
in God, even as he is revealed to them, who hum¬ 
bly obey, offer devout prayer, and oonsecrate 
their hearts and lives to him.—When the prophet 
mentions the great day of the Lord, he doubtless 
refers to the times of the Messiah, although he 
does not introduce that name. He speaks of the 
end of the world, which he is called to describe 
chiefly in its awful aspects, as a time in which 
terrible judgments will come upon the wicked. 
Still, he also addresses consolatory words and 
soothing promises to those who devoutly worship 
and obey God. Periods of time of great length, 
and widely separated, are obviously grouped to¬ 
gether in this prophecy; it is, however, a pecu¬ 
liarity of the language of prophecy, that it pre¬ 
sents one comprehensive view of future events, 
which, when they actually occur, are found to 
be separated by wide intervals of time.—How did 
Peter understand and apply this prophecy ? With 
respect to the language, it will be perceived that 
he does not give a strictly literal version of the 
Hebrew, but quotes with a certain degree of free¬ 
dom, while he adopts to some extent the rendering 
of the Septuagint. At the commencement of the 
passage, he deviates from the original, to which 
the Alexandrian version adheres. For the word 
“afterward” he substitutes the phrase, “in the 
last days,” [for which see below, Doctr., etc., 
No. 1 .—Tb.J, in order to specify, with greater 
precision, the period to which the propheoy al¬ 
ludes, in conformity to other prophetic passages 
[e. g. Is.ii.2; Mic.iv. lj. Further, he deviates 
from the Hebrew, but agrees with the Septua¬ 
gint in the phrase: “I will pour out of my Spirit” 
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[asro], while Joel Bays: . Still, we 

should assign undue importance to the partitive 
expression [of the Greek], if, with Starke, we 
understand it to be designed as an antithesis to 
the entire fulness of the Spirit which is in Christ; 
comp. Col. i. 19. We can as little accord with 
Oishausen, who here finds an indirect allusion to 
a future outpouring of the entire fulness of the 
Spirit in the Church, when it will have attained 
to its perfected state [when all nations shall have 
been received into it (Olsh.).—T r.], The phrase 
in question is very probamy intended only to 
distinguish the whole fulness of the Spirit of God 
in itself, or as a whole, from the outpouring of 
the Spirit on individuals.—Lastly, Joel speaks, 
in the Hebrew, of 44 servants and handmaids,” 
that is, slaves in the proper sense" of the word. 
When Peter, in accordance with the Septuagint, 
terms them Aoblove —doftAa?, it is not his intention 
that the difference in station should be made to 
disappear entirely from the view (Meyer) [and 
that the fact should be set forth more pro¬ 
minently, that persons of both sexes belonged to 
the Christian people of God]; he, rather, intends 
to give a prominent position to the* fact that the 
male and female slaves upon whom the Spirit is 
poured out, must have previously been devout 
persons, or servants of God. 

When Peter says (ver. 16): “This is that which 
was spoken by the prophet Joel,” he undoubted¬ 
ly maintains that the prophecy is fulfilled on the 
present occasion; still, he does not assert that it 
was now fulfilled in every point, and on this oc¬ 
casion alone, or that such fulfilment was confined 
to the present moment. He has, besides, a spe¬ 
cial object in view, when, in place of pausing at 
▼er. 18, he continues in ver. 19-21 to quote from 
the prophet; namely, he assigns a conspicuous 
position to the prophetic revelations of the di¬ 
vine judgments, ana even of the final judgment, 
in order that he might make known to his hear¬ 
ers the end which awaits the enemies of God 
(comp. ver. 35), and thus the more emphatically 
direct inquiring souls to Jesus Christ, as the Sa¬ 
viour and deliverer from such a mournful lot. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. How are we to understand the words: 
the last days? —Peter regards the outpouring 
of the Spirit as the fulfilment of that prophecy 
concerning the last times; nevertheless, many 
centuries, and, indeed, well-nigh two thousand 
years, have passed away, since he pronounced 
these words. How shall this apparent discre¬ 
pancy be explained? It is, in the first place, cer¬ 
tain that the term: 44 the last days’ 1 denotes, not 
a single point of time, but an entire period , in¬ 
cluding a succession of times, and, consequently, 
also a process of development. It must be re¬ 
membered, in the second place, that all the pro¬ 
phecies of the Old Testament reach their ultimate 
limit, or are fulfilled in the Messianic age, of 
which the advent of the Anointed One constitutes 
the central point. The New Testament, accord¬ 
ingly, represents the appearance of Jesus Christ, 
in connection with the attendant circumstances, 
as the beginning of the last time; comp. Heb. L 


2. It is quite possible that the disciples did not 
imagine that so many centuries would intervene 
between the “beginning of the end,” and the ex¬ 
treme end itself. Nevertheless, the view which 
Peter indicates, when he uses the phrase in ques¬ 
tion, involves the following great and incontes¬ 
table truths:—Christ is the culmination of the 
world’s history; his appearanoe on earth was the 
end of the old world, the fulfilment of the hopes 
and longings of the world, the goal which strug¬ 
gling mankind sought to reach, the realization of 
God’s plan of grace; and, now that he has ap¬ 
peared, subsequent events can only be the gra¬ 
dual revelation and execution of his atoning 
work, until it is consummated, or until He comes 
a second time, who has already once appeared on 
earth. And the more diligently and humbly our 
faith ponders the twofold truth, that Christ’s 
Person stands alone [no other like it, by any pos¬ 
sibility, being in existence], and, that the fulness 
of his work [which supplies every want] admits 
of no repetition, the more clearly will we per¬ 
ceive the truth of such a view of the times. 

2. While Peter recognizes the fulfilment of 
the prophecy of Joel in the outpouring of the 
Spirit, particularly in the indiscriminate commu¬ 
nication of the gifts of the Spirit to persons of 
different ages and conditions, and of both sexes, 
he bears witness to the adjustment and equalization 
through Christ of those opposite states or condi¬ 
tions which prevail in the world. These pre¬ 
sented the most striking contrast, or the most 
fully developed contrariety among pagans, that 
is, fallen men who were out of the pale of cove- 
nantal revelation. We mention, as instances, the 
differences between the condition of man and 
that of woman, and the oppression to which the 
female sex was subjected; the contrasts between 
masters and slaves, and the failure to recognize 
the dignity and the rights of man in the latter; 
and, to a certain extent, the contempt and ill 
treatment to which old age is exposed in some 
nations. The law of God, even within the pale 
of the old covenant, directed attention to the ad¬ 
justment and the reconciling of these different 
opposite Btates, in its provisions, for instance, re¬ 
specting the relations between masters and ser¬ 
vants; the female sex, however, did not fully 
rise to its proper level, under the Mosaic law. 
The sign of the covenant was given to the male 
sex alone, and the promises and predictions re¬ 
specting more extended privileges refer only to 
the future, the Messianic age. The complete 
adjustment of these relations was not accom¬ 
plished until the Gospel concerning Christ was 
given; for in him, first, as the Person of the 
God-Man, human nature was manifested in its 
perfect state. And it is precisely the gift of the 
Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son, 
which adjusts and produces harmony in the dif¬ 
ferent states and conditions of those who belong 
to the human race. “There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free* there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus.” Gal. iii. 28. 

3. Divine grace and divine judgments are the 
subjects which both the prediction of Joel and 
the discourse of Peter discuss. The glance 
which both direct us to cast at the great and ter¬ 
rible day of the Lord, teaches us to value, and 
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to be grateful for, that grace of God which re¬ 
news and ultimately saves man, and to call on the 
name of the Lord with faith. The atoning and 
redeeming work of Christ, which is, pre-eminent¬ 
ly the subject to which Peter here refers, cannot 
be clearly seen, nor can its inestimable value be 
understood, until we have surveyed the abyss of 
misery and damnation from which we are deliv¬ 
ered by Christ alone. “ Mercy rejoiceth againet 
judgment.” James ii. 13. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vbr. 14. Bat Peter, standing up, etc.— 
Peter was sitting, when he received the gift of the 
Spirit; he and the other apostles were, if we may 
employ the image, gloriously entertained at the 
table of God; he now appears on the field of bat¬ 
tle, in which he is expected to apply the powers 
that grace had bestowed upon him. But when 
the holy apostle begins to speak, it is obviously 
not his main purpose to protect his own reputa¬ 
tion and that of his fellow-apostles from the as¬ 
persions of others, but to maintain the honor of 
his crucified Saviour, and to secure the salvation 
of his Jiearers, even of those, too, who mocked 
him. If he had been the Peter of old, who, when 
the Saviour was seized, smote with the sword, his 
address would have exhibited a very different 
spirit. But the rashness and ardor of his na¬ 
ture were now subdued by heavenly influences, 
and his tongue, once too prompt to speak, had 
received the unotion of the Holy Spirit; hence, 
he now combines gentleness with boldness, and 
wisdom with zeal. (Apost. Past).—Behold the 
wonderful power of the Holy Ghost; fugitives 
are converted into resolute men; those who once 
denied Christ, boldly confess him; timid men are 
now heroes, who, armed with the sword of the Spir¬ 
it, intrepidly face vast hosts; unlettered fishermen 
speak like accomplished orators, and act as re¬ 
formers of the whole world. (Starke).—When the 
honor of God is assailed, or his name is blas¬ 
phemed, we are. not permitted to remain silent.— 
Our calmness in repelling slanders must corres¬ 
pond in degree to the malignity of our enemies; 
let us, aB our duty requires, simply state the facts, 
and never revile or mock in return, (id.).—The 
Holy Ghost not only converts lambs into lions, but 
also lions inta lambs.— Peter, standing np 
with the eleven. — All speak at first with 
tongues; then, they cease, and Peter alone comes 
forward and preaches the word; so, too, at our 
public worship, all sing together at first, and in a 
common hymn proclaim the wonderful works of 
God; then, one alone speaks, and preaches the 
word. On this account, even as the Holy Ghost, 
on the day of Pentecost, directed the disciples to 
observe silence, in order that the words of Peter, 
as a preacher of the Gospel, might be heard, so, 
too, he withdrew all those extraordinary gifts 
from the Church, after the lapse of some years, 
and permitted the office or ministry of reconcili¬ 
ation [2 Cor. v. 18] alone to remain; and the 
gifts which he bestowed, were intended to be a 
testimony that his presence in the Church would 
always be found in connection with this office. 
(Mubnkbl : Epistelpredigten). — Ye men of 
Judea. —Peter does not attempt to overwhelm the 


mockers with the language of stern rebuke; he, 
rather, desires to free them from all self-delusion, 
and win them for the cause of the truth by a 
calm and even kind address. 

Ver. 15. These are not dronken, as ye 
suppose. —Peter refutes the slanderous charge 
with great mildness, and in very brief terms, not 
being disposed to expend his own time and that 
of his hearers in considering a subject that was 
so unworthy and frivolous. We might think that 
the language would not have been too harsh, if 
he had told the mockers that their tongues were 
set on fire of hell [James iii. 6], and that their 
hearts were possessed by the devil, as the father 
of lies. But he merely says: “As ye suppose,” 
—u e. m ye erroneously think. Now he accom¬ 
plished far more by adopting this course than if he 
had employed the most severe words that his tongue 
could utter, and had thus increased the irritation 
of his hearers. The best vindication, in the case 
of the children of God, oonsists in their good and 
holy walk, when, with well doing, they put to 
silence the ignoranoe of foolish men [1 Pet. it 15]. 
(Apost. Past.).—The order of the words in the 
original ( t4 Not at ye suppose , are these drunken”), 
suggests another thought of great depth;—««Un¬ 
questionably we are drunken, but drunken after 
sitting at the well-furnished table of the house, 
and drinking the sweet wine of gladness pre¬ 
sented at the beginning of the marriage of the 
Lamb.” The outpouring of the Holy Ghost was 
truly a sweet and divine wine, which the Lord 
poured out, that they might drink it with him in 
lAs kingdom. (Leonh. and Sp.) 

Ver. 16. This is that which waa spoken 
by the prophet Joel.— These words of Peter 
are designed to awaken the interest of the devout 
Jews, who waited for the promise of the prophet. 
He desired that they should hear and learn that 
the third hour of that day had brought with it an 
answer to all the prayers whioh their fathers had 
offered since that remote day on which the third 
hour of Israel was consecrated to the morning 
sacrifice. (Besser).—That teacher alone is com¬ 
petent to explain the word of the Lord correctly, 
who has himself been made a partaker of the 
Holy Ghost. Very rich and expressive explana¬ 
tions will flow from his lips, when he himself 
possesses the gift concerning which the prophets 
so abundantly bear witness in their writings. 
Davidica non intelligit qui non Davidica habeU 
(Apost. Past.).—The word of God, a sure light 
upon our path. Even the illumination of the 
Spirit can never render the written word super¬ 
fluous. The apostle, when filled with the Spirit, 
seeks a firm foundation in the word of prophecy 
[2 Pet. i. 19], not in his own internal illumina¬ 
tion.— The word and the Spirit —in what relation 
do they stand to each other? I. The word is in¬ 
spired by the Spirit, 1 Peter i. 11; II. The Spirit 
teaches us to understand, explain, and apply 
the word. (Lechler). 

Vbr. 17, 18. In the last days, etc.—All the 
days of the new covenant are the last days; and 
these are already far advanced. (Bengel).—I 
wiU poor oat —not in drops, as under the old 
covenant, but in streams; “ which he shed on us 
abundantly” Tit. iii. 6. —Upon all flesh. — The 
word was made flesh [John L 14], so that the 
I Holy Ghost might be poured out upon all flesh. 
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. and convert us, who are carnal, into spiritual 
persons. (Starke).—This is the glorious promise 
of God, from which all believers under the new 
covenant may derive rich consolation. For this 
promise was not fulfilled on that holy day of 
Pentecost alone, but is also daily fulfilled through 
the Word and the Saoraments, so that, among 
believers, every day is a spiritual Pentecostal 
festival; and that fulfilment will never cease in 
the Christian Church, as long as the Word and 
the Sacraments endure. (John Arndt).—Tour 
•one and your daughters shall prophesy. 
—As the words of the prophet were fulfilled be¬ 
fore the people both visibly and audibly, when 
the gift of foreign tongues was imparted, so, too, 
the other words of the prophet were fulfilled: 
“Your eons—your daughters—your young men 
—your old men, etc.,” namely, in the persons of 
• all the disciples, who were united by a common 
faith in Jesus Christ, and on whom, without dis¬ 
tinction of sex, age, or station, the Spirit was 
poured out. (Besser).— Prophecy , visions, and 
dream*, the three principal forms assumed by the 
influences of the Spirit under the old covenant, 
are exalted in character and united as a whole, 
when, under the new covenant, the Holy Spirit 
enters into the heart, and dwells in it. “For 
what are all other gifts, however numerous they 
may be, in comparison with this gift, when the 
Spirit of God himself, the eternal God, descends 
into our hearts, yea, into our bodies, and dwells 
in us, governs, guides, and leads us. Thus, with 
respect to this declaration of the prophet, 
prophecy, visions, and dreams, are, in truth, one 
precious gift, namely, the knowledge of God 
through Christ, which the Holy Ghost enkindles 
through the word of the Gospel, and converts 
into a flame of fire.” (Luther).—God does not 
promise and impart every gift to every individ¬ 
ual, but a special gift to each one—that of 
prophecy to the sons and daughters, visions to 
the young, etc. (Starke).— The oneness of the gifts 
of the Spirit, and their difference: I. Oneness, in 
their (a) origin, (6) value, ( c) purpose; II. Dif¬ 
ference, (a) in form, (b) graae, (e) effects. The 
Holy Spirit is the only true equalizing power 
among men. (Lechler). 

Vie. 19, 20. And I will shew wonders, 
tie.—The fire either serves as a baptism, or it 
consumes. God promises to baptize all flesh with 
his Spirit. He who rejects this baptism, is con¬ 
demned already; to him the Pentecostal baptism 
eomes as the “burning” of judgment, and the 
Pentecostal fire, as a “fire” of judgment (Isai. x. 
17); aud to him, too, the antitype of the Pente¬ 
costal day of grace will come as that great and no¬ 
table day of the Lord (Rev. xvi. 14). This day 
will be ushered in by wonders in heaven above, 
whieh will compel men to listen, and by signs m 
tie earth beneath, which will be intelligible to be¬ 
lievers, and afford them consolation. These won¬ 
ders of wrath were foreshadowed when Israel 
nailed his King to the cross, for the sun was then 
tamed into darkness . These wonders were re¬ 
peated with still more power at the destruction 
of Jerusalem; blood, firef and vapor of smoke 
filled the city. The light of the moon became 
red as blood, when it fell upon the pools of blood 
in the streets, and the sun has, since that day, 
withheld its healthful light from that desolated 


country.—At a later period the half-moon [Cres¬ 
cent] of Mohammed arose in blood- over regions 
on which the bright light of the sun of salvation 
had once been shed, and the earth, sorely dis¬ 
honored by the service of mammon, is ripe for 
the judgment pronounced in the words: “The 
strong shall be as tow, and his work \marg. ver¬ 
sion, and German ] as a spark, and they shall 
both burn together, and none shall quench them.” 
Isai. i. 3L (Besser).—God does not separate 
punishments from the gifts of his grace; when 
the latter are despised, his wrath will follow.— 
Before God sends his judgments, he warns men, 
and calls them to repentance by the wonderful 
works which he performs. (Starke).—Amid all the* 
judgments which overtake the world, the word of 
the Lord abides in his Church; henoe, amid all 
the storms which threaten to destroy the Church, 
the believing children of God have abundant 
reason to be of good cheer, and to lift up their 
heads; comp. Ps. xlvi. (Ap. Past.).—God lav¬ 
ishes all his treasures on man; he sends his Sen, 
and pours out his Spirit. What could have been 
done more, that he has not done? [Isai. v. 4]. 
How terrible will that day of the Lord be, on 
which men will be called to give an account unto 
God for the blood of his Son, and the gracious 
gifts of his Spirit 1 (Quesnel).— The grace and the 
judgments of God: I. The solemnity of his judg¬ 
ments imparts new glory to his grace; II. The 
solemnity of his grace imparts additional weight 
to his judgments. (Lechler). 

Ver. 21. Whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. —In wrath 
God remembers mercy. Hab. iii. 2; Mai. iii. 17.— 
The entire Church consists of those who are 
“scarcely saved” [1 Pet. iv. 18], or, of the re¬ 
bellious, w ho have surrendered unconditionally.— 
How great is the goodness of God! He has made 
the way of salvation easy: it consists in calling 
on the name of the Lord. Comp. Acts xvi. 81; 
Rom. x. 18-16. (Starke).—Although contrition 
of heart, and godly sorrow on account of our 
sins, are indispensable, nevertheless, strictly 
speaking, it is faith, or the calling on the name 
of the Lord, by and through which we are justi¬ 
fied and saved. [Rom. v. 1; Eph. ii. 8]; faith is, 
preeminently, the condition which is prescribed, 
as well when we are converted, as when we finish 
our course. (Apost. Past.).—To save men—such 
is the first vigorous act of the Church; for this 
great work she exists. When the divine judg¬ 
ments overwhelmed Jerusalem like a flood, the 
waves lifted up and carried the vessel of the 
Church of Christ even to the shores of the 
heathen world. Here she cast anchor, and threw 
out the rope of salvation to all meu: “It shall 
come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord, shall be saved.” Whosoever! 
Listen, all ye, who have ears to hear: Whosoever! 
Now let him who has heard, throw out the rope 
of salvation to other perishing souls—in his own 
house—in the huts and by-ways of misery; let 
him assist in throwing it out among the nations 
that still languish in the dark night of heathen¬ 
ism.—Shall we complain of the word of the 
Lord, because we do not see all the signs of 
which Joel speaks? 0 let us, rather, praise the 
patience of Hie Lord! The cheerfol light of the 
sun which he made, retained all its brightness! 
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until the call was extended even to oar fathers! 
And that sun will continue to shine until the lin¬ 
gering mariners of Christendom shall have 
guided the vessel to the last unvisited shore, and 
shall have there, too, proclaimed: ‘It shall come 
to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.* This loud cry of the 
Church, proclaiming salvation, shall be repeated 
till the last hour arrives, and then be renewed 
with augmented power. And when in the final 
agony of a perishing world, the surging waves 
rise up like mountains, once more will the offer 
of tender, infinite mercy, be proclaimed: “He 
who calls, shall be saved!” Such is the action 
of the Church from the beginning to the end. 

i ZszsoHwiTZ : Sermons).—The act of catling on the 
jord: it is, I. A result of faith; 11. A source of 
salvation. (Lechler). 

On the whole section. —The outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost: I. It bears witness to the truth 
of the Scriptures, ver. 16; II. It admonishes us 
tof consider the solemn character of these last 
days, ver. 17; III. It affords consolation amid 
the trials and sorrows of the present times, ver. 
17, (Lconh. and Sp .).—The Christian , in his conflict 
with unbelieving scoffers: I. He confesses the truth 
of Qod with power and joyfulness, ver. 14; II. 
He does not suffer himself to be provoked to an¬ 
ger, but manifests the gentle spirit of that love 
which hopes to reclaim wanderers, ver. 14; III. 
He does not employ the carnal weapons of tem¬ 
poral power or human wisdom, but wields the 
two-edged Bword of the truth of God. (ib.).— 
What are the essential requisites , without which we 
cannot bear witness with a joyful spirit and with the 
divine blessing7 I. A divine call; II. The unction 
of the Spirit; III. A good conscience; IV. The 
firm foundation of the Scriptures. (Lechler).— 
What course shall the Christian adopt when he is 
falsely accused 7 Let his statements and his actions 
be characterized by, I. Candor and fearlessness; 
II. Thoroughness and truth; III. Gentleness, and 
that charity which is not easily provoked, (ib.). 
— What course of conduct should* we adopt y as disci¬ 
ples of Christy when the Holy Spirit is blasphemed7 
I. Let us lift up our voices against impiety, when¬ 
ever ah opportunity is found; II. Let us oppose 
blasphemies directed against God's word and 
romise, in an humble and charitable spirit; III. 
et us diligently pray that the Lord may pour 
out of his Spirit upon all flesh. (Langbein ).—The 
wonderful power of the Pentecostal Spirity revealed 
in glory when the first Christian congregation was 


built up: we perceive here, I. A firm bond of 
union, not weakened by the varied characteristic 
features of the individuals; II. A well-sustained 
soberness, combined with the highest degree of 
inspiration; III. An bumble, child-like simplici¬ 
ty in strong men, who are crowned with victory; 
IV. A faithful love to their own nation, united 
with a deep interest in the welfare of all man¬ 
kind. (W. Hofacker).— The Holy Pentecostal Spirity 
the almighty author of a new creation of mankind: 
I. The new creative breath which proceeds from 
him; II. The new spiritual language which he 
reveals; III. The new direction of life to which 
he gives an impulse, (id.).— The coming of the Holy 
Ghost on the day of Pentecost: I. The circumstan¬ 
ces which prepared the way for the Spirit; IL 
His solemn manifestation; III. His power in the 
believers; IV. His influences, designed for the 
whole world. (W. Hoffmann, in the Wilhdmsdorf 
Book of Sermons).—The language of the Holy Ghost: 
I. The mode in which it is uttered; II. The va¬ 
rious modes in which men listen to it; (a) some 
are confused; (6) some commit sin; (c) some 
are conducted to salvation (Staudt).—“ These are 
not drunkeny as ye suppose” —a vindication of the 
witnesses of the truth, and an answer to those who 
mock holy things: for, I. Drunkenness, (whether 
it be the gross vice of the inebriate, or the in¬ 
ternal vice of the fanatic) darkens the mind; but 
in these men t the mind is clear, and their glance 
penetrates the mysteries of the divine word and 
the divine ways, ver. 16 ff. II. Drunkenness un¬ 
chains the passions; but these men continue to be 
gentle and self-possessed, ver. 14 ff. III. Drunken¬ 
ness passes away; but in these men the fire of faith, 
charity, and hope continues to burn, insomuch 
that no storms of trial or temptation can extin¬ 
guish it (demonstrated by references to the life 
and the death of the apostles).— The Holy Spirity the 
only time common spirit of mankind: for he alone 
breaks down every wall of partition that divides, 
I. Different ages and sexeB; II. Different ranks 
and degrees of culture; III. Different nations and 
ages; ver. 16-18.— Hidden things revealed in the 
light of the Pentecostal festival: I. The counsels of 
the heart: (a) of the mockers; ( b) of Peter and 
the disciples. II. The mysteries of the Scrip¬ 
tures; (a) the promises, ver. 16-18; ( b ) the 
threatenings, ver. 19, 20. III. The ways of God; 
(a) in past ages; (6) in the future.—(See also 
the Hom. and Pbaot. remarks below, on ver. 22- 
86, and ver. 87-41). 
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{ IT. — Peter's address, continued; he demonstrates that, although the Jews had crucified Jesus of Naza¬ 
reth, he teas, nevertheless, by virtue of his resurrection and exaltation {as a consequence of which he 
poured out the Holy Ghost,), in truth the Lord and the Messiah . 

Chap. II. 22-36. 

22 Ye men of Israel psraelitish men], hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of Clod among you by miracles [mighty works] and wonders and signs, which 

23 God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also [omit also] 1 know: *Him, 
being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken 
[Him, delivered according to the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
have received] ,**md by wicked hands [by the hand of lawless men]* have crucified 

24 [affixed] and slain: [.] ♦T^hom [Him] God hath raised up, having loosed the pains 

* of death i 4 because it was not possible that he should be holden of [overoome by] it. 

25 *For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw [saw] the Lord always before my face; 

26 for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: ♦Therefore did my heart re- 

27 joice, and my tongue was glad; moreover [yea] also my flesh shall rest in hope: ♦Be¬ 
cause thou wilt not leave my soul in hell [in the place of the dead ( Todtenreich , hades )],* 

28 neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. ♦Thou hast made known to 
me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with [before] thy countenance. 

29 ♦Men and brethren, Let me [I may] 8 freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, 
that [David:] he is both dead and buried, and hi$ sepulchre is with us unto 

30 this day. *Therefore being [Now as he was] a prophet, and knowing [knew] that God 
had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he 
would raise up Christ to sit on his throne [that of the fruit of his loins Onfe should sit 

31 on his throne]; 7 *He, seeing this before, spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his 
soul [that he] 8 was not left in hell [as inver. 27], neither [and that] his flesh did [not] 

32 see corruption. ♦This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 

33 ♦Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now [omit now]* see 

34 and hear. ♦For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The 

35 Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, *Until I make thy foes thy foot- 

36 stool. ♦Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that 
same [made this] Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 

1 Ver. 22.—«<u before avroi, of text. tec. [on authority not stated], has very properly been dropped by Lach. and Tisch. 
[and All], in conformity to A. B. 0. D. E., as well as other manuscripts [Cod. Sin.], Church fathers, and ancient versions, 
[mrt Vnlg. ft. —Tr.] 

* Ver. 23. a.—Aofldrrc? after e/cSorov [of text. ree. with I). E.], conforms to the sense, bnt is. according to A. B. C., other 
wiawMcrlpta [Cod. Sin.], and also Church fathers, and ancient versions [Vulg., etc.], to bo regarded as a later addition. [A 
Inter hand (C) added Ao/Wkt** to the original text of Cod. Sin.—Tiu] 

* Ver. 23. b.— \eip6s, the more difficult reading, found also In important manuscripts [A. B. C. (original).D., Cod. 8ln.], 
la preferable to the plural x«P«*' [of text, rec ., with E. Vulg. (per manur)], which was suggested by the termination of the 
next word, avtpmr. [In place of aveiXrre of text rec., found in many minuscules avtiXart has been substituted by recent 
critics, in accordance with A. B. C. D. E. Cod. Sin. See Wither : Oram. N. T., $ 13,1, a.—T r.] 

♦ Ver. 24.—ftararov [of text rec., with A. B. C. E. Cod. Sin.] should be unhesitatingly preferred to cT&ov, which occurs 
only in one MS. [D.], some versions (e. g. Vulg. {infemi)\ and fathers, and was taken from ver. 27 and 31. 

•Ver. 27.—Instead of «i* a&ov [of text rec. with E.], Lach. and Tisch. [but not Alt] adopt tie W? but this reading, 
which is found in various MSS. [in A. B. C. D. Cod 8ln.] and fathers, is probably a later correction. [The reading of the 
LXX. is doubtful, in Pa. xvi. 10, A. exhibiting f£ov, bnt B. f fejr ; Meyer regards the weight of testimony as inclining in 
fcvor of the latter.—T r.] 

•Ver. 29.—[The margin of the Eng. Bible presents (with Qeneva version, 1537) the more accurate version: I may. 

«. it is permitted, is lawful; the Eng. text conforms to liceat , of the Vnlg.—T r. 1 
1 Ver. 80.—Before xoftwcu, the text rec., which Bornemann follows, inserts the words: xarh trip** hvaarjvtiv rbv 

Xptevdr. They fvary in D. E., and] are wanting in the best manuscripts [in A. B. C. D. (corrected)] and versions, as well 
as in many fhthers, andwre unquestionably a later interpolation. [Rejected by Lach., Tisch., and Alt as an “ explanatory 
gloss.” file following is the reading of Cod. Sin.: (xnpvoe axrrov maQiat «nrl rov Bpovov axrrov rrpoiSwv.—Tbv 0p6vov, of 
A B. C. D., is adopted by Lach., Tisch., and Alt, instead of r. 0p6rov of text ree. with E.—Tr.] 

• Ver. 81.—In place of the reading of the text rec .: ov xar«Aei$0q 'tj ifn>xv «vrov • • • ovSi, Lach., Tisch., Born., etc., 

adopt, in accordance with weighty authorities, the following: ovr< fyxareAccAfoj «i?'Ac 8ov ovrt. The former reading ap¬ 
peals to have been influenced by ver. 27. [Alt reads: o Ore KareXeupSif ci? aoov oxrre .—Ov in B., ovr« in A. B. C. D.—eyxa- 
nA. in A. B. 0. D. B.—* jfwXR edrrov in B., but these words oro omitted in A. B. C. (original) D.—fiw in B., bnt f 5ov in A. C. 
A. 1. The reading of Co<£ 8in. is the following: ovr* ivKart\L<t>(h) (not—A titfr—) *i$ ovrt .—Tr.] 

• Ver. 33 .—rvv before vptU [of text. rec. with 0. (second correction) B.] has very properly been omitted by the most re¬ 
cant critics, who follow the authority of important manuscripts [A. B. C. (orig.) D. Cod. Sin.], versions [Vulg. {quern vot vide* 
8i)j and Church fathers; it Is obviously an explanatory addition. 
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EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vhr. 22. a. Ye men of Israel. —Peter had 
hitherto exhibited the occurrence of the day in 
the light of the word of prophecy, and affirmed 
that it was the fulfilment of very solemn words 
of God, which, while they contained rich prom- 
ises, Bet forth, at the same time, very impressive 
and alarming truths. His hearers are deeply 
moved, and tneir present devout frame of mind 
enables him to announce the main purpose of the 
miraculous event, and to unfold the fundamental 
truths which it taught. He testified publicly 
and explicitly, and in a manner which touched 
the conscienee of the hearers, that Jesus of Naz¬ 
areth, who had been crucified by his people, 'but 
had, in accordance with former promises, been 
raised up and exalted by God, had now poured 
out the Spirit, and that he is the Lord and Met- 
sxah [Xpwrrdv, that is, The Anointed One , the cur¬ 
rent Greek translation of the Hebrew official title, 
Messiah .—Ta.]. Peter, accordingly, never loses 
sight of the great event of the day; the gift of 
the Holy Ghost, like a thread of gold, reflects its 
light in every part of the discourse. As the 
circumstances, however, assign the character of 
a missionary address to his words, these assume 
the form of a testimony which he bears to Jesus, 
who, as the Crucified, but also the Risen and 
Exalted One, is the Lord and Redeemer. On 
approaching this leading theme of his discourse, 
he again solicits his hearers to listen to his 
words. 

b. Jesus of Nazareth. —When Peter names 
Jesus, he describes him personally as one whom 
God had preeminently distinguished by deeds 
and events (see below, the Doctr. and Ethical 
views), insomuch that the Israelites had been 
placed in a favorable position for recognizing in 
nim an eminent personage, to whom God himself 
had borne witness (anodeSeiyfitvov eif vfiag—tv 
vfiwVy ita&o); nal a'vrol oiSare). Here already 
the apostle very plainly makes an appeal to the 
conscience of the hearer, and endeavors to 
awaken in him a deep sense of the atrociousness 
of the treatment which Jesus had received; this 
'is his next topic. 

Vbr. 28. Him— ye have, etc.—Peter presents 
the two-fold origin of the sufferings of Jesus— 
the human, and the divine. When the human 
influences which directly caused them, are con¬ 
sidered, the whole was a complicate deed, in 
which.various individuals cooperated. Those on 
whom the guilt of having slain Jesus chiefly 
rests, are the Israelites ( irposirtjgavreg kvelXare, 
ver. 23: comp. ver. 86); the next, are the inter¬ 
mediate persons through whose direct instru¬ 
mentality the Lord was affixed to the cross and 
executed, namely, the hvouoL, pagans, who were 
without the law (of Moses); these were Romans, 
and not merely the Roman soldiers, but also the 
Roman procurator. Lastly, there is at least an 
allusion, in the word Fedorov, to the treachery of 
Judas. Peter addresses his hearers as if all 
were indiscriminately guilty: “ye have slain 
him”, while many are doubtless now among 
them who were not present in the city eight or 
nine weeks previously, during the last days of 
the Lord's passion; it is, therefore, obvious that 


the crucifixion of Jesus was an act of the people, 
viewed as a whole—it was a common act, involv¬ 
ing the whole people alike in common guilt.— 
Peter, in the next place, proceeds to answer the 
question which might naturally arise: “How 
could these things be permitted to take place, if 
Jesus was truly such a man of God?” In order 
to remove the offence which the Lord's death on 
the cross might give, Peter now exhibits the 
other influence, or, the divine participation in the 
sufferings of Christ. He presents the following 
view:—They were endured in consequence of 
the fixed purpose and foreknowledge of God; 
that is to Ray, they were not simply the result of 
the uncontrolled action of human malice and sin. 
Those sufferings oould not have advanced to such 
an extreme, if they had not been at the same 
time in accordance with the will of God, who had 
not only foreseen, but also positively decreed 
them. Hence, a divine decree was also carried^ 
into execution when Jesus suffered and died. 

Vbr. 24. Whom God hath raised up.— 
When the apostle refers to the sufferings and 
death of Jesus, he utters thoughts of deep im¬ 
port, but the language itself is exceedingly con¬ 
cise. His remarks on the resurrection of Jesus, 
on the other hand, extend through not less than 
nine verses; he thereby indicates that this great 
fact was the most important of all those to which 
he directed attention, and that he regarded it aa 
his chief task to explain it to his hearers in a 
convincing manner. His remarks on the resur¬ 
rection involve two points. First, he bears wit¬ 
ness in his own name, and in that of all the other 
apostles, that the resurrection of Jesus was a 
fact which had actually occurred (ver. 24, 82). 
His testimony is sustained by the circumstance,* 
(not, however, expressly mentioned by him,) that 
he and the Eleven had seen the Lord personally 
after his resurrection, and could thus testify from 
their own knowledge to the life of the Risen One, 
(comp. 1; 21 -ff.). The apostle, in the second 
place, exhibits the resurrection in the light of 
prophecy, showing that the fact had been pre¬ 
dicted by David, and that the prediction was 
necessarily fulfilled in Jesus. His testimony re¬ 
specting the fact itself, coincides with the ex- 
olamation: “ The Lord is risen indeed,” (Lu. xxiv. 
84)—the resurrection really occurred; his argu¬ 
ment derived from prophecy, advances a step 
further, and is equivalent to the words: “Itbe¬ 
hooved [Met] Christ to rise,” Lu. xxiv. 46—his res¬ 
urrection was necessary. These thoughts are 
distinctly indicated by the words: owe Swarfo, 
etc. Here, Peter, speaking in the Aramaean 
language, doubtless employed the expression 

[found in Ps.xviii.5,6; cxvi.3 .—Tb.], 


signifying the snares or toils with which death 
[“personified as a capturing hunter” (Meyer)] 
catches-and holds fast his prey. But Luke here 
adopts the version of the Septuagint; the au¬ 
thors of this translation supposed the forms to be 


730,0*^0 


[found in IsaL lxvi. 7, and else¬ 


where, and referring especially to the pains of 
parturition (Meyer)—T r. ], and, accordingly 
translate exfiveg tiavarov [not, the cords, snares, 
but, the pangs, throes of death.—T b.]. It isoer- 
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tain that the word [wdlvef] is not used by Luke 
here in the Hebraizing sense of cords*or bonds 
(Olshausen), but in that of pains , pains of travail, 
since here a new life was born of death. The 
interpretation which represents death itself as 
enduring the pains of parturition until He who 
was slain was raised up (Meyer), is far-fetched; 
it is much more natural to refer the pains (ver. 
24) to the Person of Jesus himself, since that 
state which is succeeded by the duup&opd was re¬ 
garded as attended, even in the place of the 
dead, with pain.—But what is precisely the sense 
of the apodictical declaration: “It was not pos¬ 
sible that he should be holden of [overcome by] 
death’* ? Both earlier and also recent interpret¬ 
ers explain the direct meaning to be the follow¬ 
ing: ‘It was impossible*, Peter says, ‘on ac¬ 
count of the very nature or being of Jesus 
Christ, since the Son has life in himself* [John 
v. 26]. (Olshausen); or else: ‘It was impossible 
with respect to (1) Qod the Father, (2) the Son, 
as the sternal Son of the Father, (4^ Death, which 
eould not have a permanent claim on a Holy 
One and a Prinoe of life.* (Gebrand van Leeu- 
wen). But such explanations connect important 
truths with these words, to which Peter did not 
directly refer; the immediate context suggests 
no other explanation than the following: ‘It was 
impossible that Jesus should be overcome by 
death, for the simple reason that such had been 
the prediction, and the divine promise nlust needs 
be fulfilled.’ This is the most direct and logical 
meaning, which, however, does not exclude, but 
rather includes the thought that the source both 
of the promise and also of its fulfilment lies in 
that victorious power and that fulness of life of 
the Anointed of God, which are indicated in the 
prophecy. 

Ver. 25-32. I foresaw [saw] the Lord al¬ 
ways. — [TTQoutQ&fujVi saw, not foresaw, irg6 is inten¬ 
sive merely. (Ilackett, ad loc.); the verb here 
has respect to place, and means saw before me. (J. 
A. Alexander).— Tr.]. The prophecy to which 
Peter appeals, Ps. xvi. 8-11, contains an ani¬ 
mated expression of the joyful confidence of a 
devout mind; the believer’s body and soul rejoice 
' in the living God, and, even in the sight of death, 
are assured of an eternal, blessed life. The 
pnmgn, (in accordance with the Septuhgint), is 
quoted in full. David’s intimate and faithful 
communion of life with God is here set forth, 
(ver. 25), in so far as he always has the Lord be¬ 
fore his eyes, and as the Lord is at his side with 
divine aid and support. Hence proceed (ver. 26) 
the joy in God and the hopeful confidence which 
influence the believer’s whole nature (nagAid, 

ykuaaa, for so that he has an assu¬ 

rance (ver. 27) that he shall not be retained by 
death as a prey—his soul shall not remain in the 
place of the dead [Todtenreich], neither shall the 
Beloved One of God moulder m the grave. He 
hopes, on the contrary (ver. 28), that, by the 
guidance and love of God, he shall be placed in 
possession of the fulness of life and of joy in 
the presence of God.—Now all that David ex¬ 
presses in these words of joyful confidence, the 
apostle refers to Jesus Christ. He premises 
(ver. 25) that David speaks etc avrbv, that is, not 
“concerning” Jesus, but “inallusion to” him 


[“aiming at him (dicere in aliquem), as etc i» em¬ 
ployed in Eph. v. 32; Hebr. vii. 14.” Winer: 
Oram. N. T. $ 49. a.—T b.]. All this is fully ex¬ 
plained by Peter (ver. 29-31), after the intro¬ 
ductory remark that he can speak with freedom 
concerning David. Peter is aware that the minds 
of men who revered the holy character of King 
David, might become prejudiced against himself, 
and suppose that the remarks which he intended 
to make were designed to disparage that devout 
man: in order to prevent his hearers from re¬ 
ceiving this impression, and to conciliate them, 
he remarks that it was certainly 'allowable (k£bv 
sc. koriv , not loro) to state a fact which no one 
thought of denying. Next, in order to testify 
his* own reverence for David, he gives him the 
title of irarotdpxVCi that is, the honored founder 
of the royal family from which, according to the 
promise, the Messiah was to oome. Neverthe¬ 
less—Peter proceeds—the facts are well known, 
that David not only died and was buried, but 
that his sepulchre still remains [1 Kings ii. 10, 
comp, with 2 Sam. v. 7]: it necessarily follows, 
(as he plainly intimates), that David’s corpse had 
been abandoned to corruption. Consequently, 
David, who was unquestionably enlightened by 
the Spirit of God, and who had also received a 
promise, confirmed by an oath, thattQod would 
place one of his descendants on his royal throne 
(2 Sam. vii. 12; comp. Ps. lxxxix. 8, 4, 35, 
36; clxxii. 11), must have oast a prophetic 
glance at the future, and have spoken of the res¬ 
urrection of the Messiah, meaning that lie should 
not be left in the place of the dead, and that His 
flesh should not be given over to corruption. 
Ps. xvi. 10. The words bn ov KjareX. etc., “that 
he was not left”, present the substance of the 
prophetic declaration in a direct form, and ore 
not to be taken as equivalent to etc enelvo bri 
(Meyer) [“spake in reference to this, that, etc.; 
on in the sense of etc kit., bn” Meyer.— Tr.]; the 
former is the more natural construction. The 
objection that, in this case, eh re would have been 
employed in place of kTJihyje is unfounded, since 
the latter word is connected with those that im¬ 
mediately follow it, nepl rye - - - Xpurrov ; be¬ 
sides, if the other view were correct, we would 
naturally expect to find ybg in ver. 82, or a sim¬ 
ilar particle. 

But how are we, in accordance with the opin¬ 
ion of the apostle, to understand the prophecy of 
David psychologically f Did David, who speaks 
in the first person, and therefore really seems to 
refer to himself, in truth speak, not in his own 
name, but in that of the Messiah ? The Psalm 
itself does not furnish the least support for such 
a view: nor, indeed, does Peter maintain that 
David, omitting every reference to his own per¬ 
son, spoke exclusively of Christ It is quite 
consistent with the words 'and the meaning of 
the apostle to assume that David certainly ex¬ 
pressed more immediately his personal hope of 
life, founded as it was on his close communion 
with God; but Peter as certainly asserts emphat¬ 
ically, that at the same time, David, by virtue of 
the illumination of the Spirit of God, which was 
in him, expressed a hope which, in its full sense 
and meaning, was to be fulfilled, not in himself, 
but in that Anointed One of God, who was prom¬ 
ised to him, and who was his descendant and a 
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successor on his throne. It is, at the same time, 
undoubtedly true, that the apostle does not here 
define the degree of light or knowledge granted 
to David when he oast a prophetic glance at Je¬ 
sus Christ and his resurrection.—But while he 
applies the words of David, Ps. xvi. 10, directly 
to the resurrection of Jesus, he maintains not 
only that the Lord’s body had remained untouched 
by corruption, but also that Jesus had gone 
to the place of the dead, without having remained 
there, ver. 81. 

Ver. 83-35. Therefore, being by the 
right hand of God exalted. —The apoGle’s 
address proceeds, in historical order, from the 
resurrection to the ascension of Jesus, and to 
the outpouring of the Spirit, t. the hour in 
which it was delivered. “Jesus is exalted by 
the right hand of God” to heaven, to divine 
power and glory. The words: ry ds£tg are not 
to be translated: “to the right hand,” which 
version (Bleek, de Wette) is not sustained by the 
the laws of grammar, including those observed 
by the New Testament idiom; Peter, rather, 
says “by the right hand of God,” inasmuch as 
he ascribes weight especially to the circumstance 
that Jesus, who hAd been dishonored and slain 
by the wicked act of men, had been raised up 
and exalteddby the favor and almighty power of 
God.—Peter adds: * Jesus at once received the 
promised Holy Ghost from the Father, in order 
to impart the same to men, and hath shed forth 
this which ye see with your eyes and hear with 
your ears—that power, the operation of which 
ye plainly perceive.* Here, too, ver. 34 ff., the 
apostle appeals to the prophecy as a confirmation 
of his testimony: ‘David, confessedly, did not 
ascend to heaven, like Elijah; nevertheless, he 
says: “The Lord said, etc.,”’ Ps. cx. 1. Peter, 
to whom, doubtless, the question proposed by 
Jesus in Matth. xxii. 42, had occurred, assumes 
that the word of God, in which a seat at the right 
hand, that is, a participation in the honor and 
power of God is promised to the Messiah, refers 
to Jesus. 

Ver. 38. Know ye, therefore, that Jeans 
is the Christ !—Such is the practical conclu¬ 
sion of the address—a summary of all that Peter 
had said. This knowledge (yivuxndTu)) is derived 
with entire assurance (aa<pd>Jjc) from the premises. 
The conviction of mind which is thus establish¬ 
ed, should, as he now wishes, influence tbe whole 
moral nature of the hearers; it should humble 
them, and lead them to sorrow and repentance, 
in view of the fact that Israel had crucified Him, 
who was, nevertheless, the Messiah, and had 
been so highly exalted by God. The apostle 
trusts that such knowledge will exercise a benign 
influence on the wild, since it is of a practical 
character, leading to a recognition of Jesus as the 
Lord, in the obedience of faith fRom. xvi. 26.]. 
That recognition may be expected from the whole 
nation (7rdf ohcos 'Iop.), as a duty, and the more 
justly as the nation has heinously sinned against 
Jesus. Hence Peter places the words: bv vpelg 
koravp&aare (“whom ye have crucified”) at the j 
end of his address, intending that they should 
continue to pierce the souls of his hearers like a 
sting, until their conversion and the remission 
of their sins should restore them to peace. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Both the human and the divine nature in the 
Person of Jesus Christ are set forth in this first 
apostolic discourse, but the references to the 
former predominate. For although the dignity 
of Jesus is continually and gloriously displayed 
in his life and works, in his death on the cross, 
in his resurrection r hi8 ascension and his heavenly 
honor and action, still that which is divine in 
him, is represented as having been bestowed on 
him, (ver. 22) and wrought by God. Thus,in ver. 
24. 32, “ God raised him up; ” the language is not: 
“Christ is risen.” In ver. 33, he is exalted “by 
the right hand of God, not “he has ascended;” 
it is, indeed, expressly stated in ver. 36 that 
“God had made him both Lord and Messiah.” 
Not a single positive intimation is given that 
Jesus was originally the Son of God, that he had 
life in himself, that he was God from all eternity, 
etc. But these fccts cannot perplex, nor suggest 
the thought that the doctrine of the divinity of 
Christ was of a comparatively late origin, and 
was not founded on eternal truth. It is not even 
necessary to resort to the explanation that Peter 
and the other apostles, in whose name he speaks, 
had temporarily observed silence respecting that 
doctrine only from considerations connected with 
his hearers (accommodating himself, in a man¬ 
ner that might be considered allowable, to their 
grade of knowledge)—that it was his object to in¬ 
duce his hearers first of all to recognize the Mes- 
siahship of Jesus—and that he intended subse¬ 
quently to disclose to them the deeper doctrine. 
The true explanation is furnished by the peculiar 
nature of the cAse and by the nature of religious 
knowledge in general. Jesus had distinctly borne 
witness concerning himself; nevertheless, the per¬ 
sonal knowledge or insight of the apostles, and 
their conviction of the deity of the Redeemer, 
could necessarily attain clearness and depth only 
by degrees. Now their growth, in its natural 
course, exhibited the usual features of such a pro¬ 
cess, that is, their knowledge of the Lord’s ap¬ 
pearance in time, was enlarged to a knowledge of 
his eternal being; their acquaintance with the 
leading facts, grew into an acquaintance with the 
leading truths connected with him. . Thus their 
view was gradually turned from things without, 
to things within, and from those which are below, 
to those which are above. 

2. The apostle’s remarks on the sufferings and 
death of Jesus exhibit the same characteristic 
features. The view which he presents of the 
Lord’s passion (see above, Exeg. and Crit. note on 
ver. 23,) is designed to teach his hearers that the 
whole was indeed the guilty act of the Jewish 
people, but was, at the same time, foreknown and 
determined by God. On the other hand, how w 
ever, he does not utter a word which would ex¬ 
plain the reason that rendered the death of Je¬ 
sus necessary, or would, in particular, show that 
his sufferings and death on the cross were an 
atoning, redeeming and saving work. And we 
are not authorized to assert that he had design¬ 
edly observed silence on these points, since he 
was delivering At the time, not a didactic dis¬ 
course, but a missionary sermon, that is, giving 
a simple statement respecting his faith. The 
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true view is rather the following: It was still 
necessary at this period, that the apostles should 
be guided into all truth with respect to these 
points also. All that Peter said was truth— 
truth, never contradicted, but established by all 
the later and deeper views which he acquired; 
still, it was not yet all truth, comprehended in 
its fulness, its depth, and its height. 

Similar observations may be made respecting 
the resurrection. The apostle declares that it was 
not possible that Jesus should be overcome by 
death, that is, he maintains the necessity of 
the resurrection. He means, however, simply 
that the resurrection of the Messiah had been 
predicted under the old covenant in the word of 
prophecy, and that, consequently, as God is true 
and faithful, it necessarily occurred at the proper 
time. But he does not utter a single word which 
would intimate that Jesus, by virtue of the in¬ 
herent vital power and the victorious energy of 
his Person, must needs overcome death, that is, 
that an internal and essential necessity of the res¬ 
urrection had existed. He bears witness to the 
truth, but his comprehension of it is not yet 
thorough and complete. Here, too, we may ob¬ 
serve the peculiar feature which characterises the 
mode of divine revelation, namely, its gradual 
Advance. The divine wisdom is also revealed in 
the mode according to which the gracious opera¬ 
tions of the Holy Spirit are manifested; the dis¬ 
ciples are not placed instantaneously, as if by 
magic, in full possession of the truth, but are 
guided step by step, or gradually, into all truth ; 
comp. John xvi. 13. 

8. Christ in the place of the dead.— Peter shows 
that the prophecy in Ps. xvi. 10 had been fulfilled 
in Jesus [ver. 31 comp, with ver. 27), and accord¬ 
ingly maintains that Jesus had been in Hades, 
but had not remained therein ( erat in inferno , non 
at relietus in inferno. Bengbl). The appeals 
which have been made to views prevailing under 
the old covenant, for the purpose of evading the 
force of this fact, have the less weight, since Pe¬ 
ter recurs to it in a professedly didactic manner 
in his first Epistle, ch. iiL 18 ff. The present 
address assigns a high degree of importance to 
the fact that Jesus had subjected himself truly and 
folly, but not abidingly, to the law and necessity 
of death. He, too, had been in that Btate of 
transition which intervenes between terrestrial 
life and the resurrection-life of eternity, and thus 
all that belongs to human nature, was manifested 
in his personal experience; the raising up of 
Jesus, on the other hand, was a victory the more, 
decisive, since he had himself fully and uncon¬ 
ditionally entered into the state of the dead. The 
particular end which was in view, when he de¬ 
scended to the place of the dead, was clearly re¬ 
vealed, it is true, only at a later period. 

4. It is worthy of observation that Jesus, 
(who was exalted by the glorious power of God), 
received the promised Spirit first himself, in or¬ 
der to impart the same to the disciples. All this 
implies that the exalted Redeemer was not com¬ 
petent to impart the Holjr Ghost by virtue of a 
fulness or authority originally dwelling in him 
[i e. in his human nature.— Tr.) It was rather 
a special degree of the glorification of Jesus, that 
he “received the promise of the Holy Ghost.” 
[ver. 88]. It appertains, indeed, to the perfect 


human nature of the Redeemer, that he not only 
grew during his life on earth, and waxed strong in 
spirit (Luke ii. 40), but that he also received in 
his state of exaltation that which he had not yet 
previously possessed, namely, the fulness of the 
Spirit which was to be poured out upon his peo¬ 
ple; comp. John xv. 26. 

[It is obvious from these concluding remarks 
that the author adopts the interpretation of PhiL 
,ii. 6 ff., according to which the subject of the hu¬ 
miliation and exaltation there described, is not, 
as some allege, the Myoc hoapiooc, but rather, as 
others hold, the yoq hoapKos, the incarnate Word, 
that is, the whole. Undivided Person of Christ, it 
is true, but specially, his human nature. The for¬ 
mer is the interpretation adopted by “the Greek 
and Catholic commentators (Corn, a Lap., Estius), 
by most of the Reformed—Beza, Zanchius, Cro- 
cius, Aretius, Coccqjus—and by more recent 
writers, as Semler, Storr, Keil, Ust., Rilliet, Mid¬ 
ler ; the latter, by Ambrose, Erasmus, Luther, 
Hunnius, Calov, Calvin, Piscator, Grotius> Hein¬ 
richs, van Hengel.” (de Wette, ad loc.). Those 
who adopt this latter view, proceed on the prin¬ 
ciple that the divine nature of Christ, being ab¬ 
solutely perfect from all eternity, was not capa¬ 
ble either of an increase or diminution of glory 
or power; hence, all the Scriptural expressions 
which imply that Christ received any accession 
of dignity in time (before or after his resurreo- 
tion), assign all such changes, not to his divine, 
and therefore immutable, but to his human na¬ 
ture.— Tr.] 


HOMILETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 22. Jesus of Nazareth, a man, etc.— 
It is here obvious that it was the apostle’s chief 
desire to magnify Jesus Christ among his hearers. 
Hence he speaks both of the state of humiliation^ 
and also of that of the exaltation of our Saviour. 
Even when he describes Jesus in his deepest hu¬ 
miliation, he intends to show that it was the pur¬ 
pose of God to convince men by the amazing mi¬ 
racles which preceded the passion, that Christ is 
the true Messiah and Saviour of the world. In¬ 
deed, we should never forget the lofty position 
which Jesus occupied even in the state of humi¬ 
liation. (Apost. Past.).—Herein, also, the servant 
of Christ is made like unto his divine Head, that 
when afflictions are permitted to visit him, he re¬ 
ceives a testimony from the Lord, which is pre- 
r viously addressed to the conscience of men, even 
of his enemies, that he is the servant of that Lord, 
(ib.).—God comes with his Son among pien, so 
that men may come to God. (Starke). 

Ver. 28,— Him, being delivered,, etc.— 
After Peter had reminded the Jews of the “won¬ 
derful works” which God had done in connection 
with Jesus, and through him, he made a power¬ 
ful appeal to their hearts, by reminding them of 
the guilt which they had contracted by their 
treatment of Jesus.—Although not all those per¬ 
sons who mocked the apostles on the day of Pente¬ 
cost, at the third hour, may have, at the same 
hour on Good Friday, exclaimed, “Crucify him!” 
[Mark xv. 13,26], nevertheless, the blood-guilti¬ 
ness of the whole nation continued to cling to all 
who had not truly repented. Tea, even we our- 
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selves have abundant reason to make the confes¬ 
sion: “I have, blessed Jesus, by my sins, which 
are as the sand of the sea, been the cause of all 
thy pains, thy misery, and thy shame.” Bes- 
ser). 

Ybb. 24. Whom God hath raised up, etc. 
—He addresses the conscience of the hearer, and 
speaks of the grievous sin which the people had 
committed against the Anointed of God with 
** wicked handshe then contrasts with their 
act all that the hand of God had wrought in con¬ 
nection with the Crucified One. Their guilt is 
revealed in the darkest colors, but he appears in 
unclouded glory, whom they had indeed put to 
shame, but whom God had crowned with glory 
and honor.—It was needful that the people should 
behold the Lord in both aspects—humbled, and 
yet exalted—wearing a crown of thorns, and yet 
rising from the grave as the victorious King of 
glory.—Hitherto the disciples had refrained from 
proclaiming the wonderful event—the resurrec¬ 
tion of Jesus; but the Spirit that beareth witness, 
had now been given to them, and Peter stands 
forth as the first public “ witness of the resurrec¬ 
tion.” (Besser).— Having loosed the pains 
of death. —Death is nothing more than a cord, 
which God can easily loose; therefore be thou 
not afraid of 'death. (Starke).—My own bonds 
are broken, when those of Jesus break, for we 
belong together. (Lindheim).—The joy of the 
risen Saviour may be compared to the joy of a 
mother whose anguish has passed away, and who 
now rejoices “ that a man is born into the world ” 
[John xvi. 21]; for we are now “begotten 
again unto a lively hope by his resurrection.” 

1 Pet. i. 8. (Apost. Past. 4 ).— Because it was 
not possible that he should be holden of 
it. —For he was not like the prey which death 
usually catches in his toils; he passed through 
the net and tore it asunder, so that it can no 
longer hold the Christian.—Death is prostrated, 
is swallowed up of life, and can never regain its 
power; life towers high above, retains the vic¬ 
tory, and with outstretched hands exclaims: 
“All is gained! All is gained.” (Luther).— The 
testimony of God respecting Jesus: I. In the mira¬ 
cles of the Lord himself; II. In his resurrection 
and exaltation; III. In the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
—The counsel of God, and the action of man: I. 
Their apparent opposition; II. Their real har¬ 
mony.—The malice and wiokedness of men are 
always under the control of a higher power.— | 
There are limits prescribed to the growth of the 
tree, as it grows upward.— The Scriptural doctrine 
respecting the common guilt of men: I. The source 
of that guilt; II. The punishment; III. The de¬ 
liverance from it, and forgiveness, in the case of 
individuals.— The witness which the resurrection of 
Jesus hears: to, I. The omnipotence; II. The 
faithfulness; III. The pity of God. (Lechler). 

Veb. 25-28. For David apeaketh con¬ 
cerning him, etc.—Even as our faith looks 
back to the past, and finds a firm foundation in 
the saving work of God in Christ, so the faith of 
the saints of the old covenant found rest and se¬ 
curity in the same saving work. (Besser).— I fore¬ 
saw [saw] the Lord always before my 
face. —Those who have the Lord always before 
their face in this world, shall stand before his 
face in the other; they, on whose right hand the 


Lord now is, shall then be placed on his right 
hand. (Starke).— Therefore did my heart 
rejoice. —Severe conflicts which have success¬ 
fully terminated, are the source of great joy to 
the victor, (ib.).—No one can truly rejoice in 
heart, save tnat man who sees God always before 
his face. (ib.).—When our Redeemer, by his re¬ 
surrection, entered into life eternal, he opened a 
pathway to it for us also. (ib.).—The kingdom 
of God is here already joy in the Holy Ghost; 
but what will our portion be, when we shall Bee 
God face to face!— Thou wilt not suffer thine- 
Holy One to see corruption. —The Scriptures 
apply such words to no other one, but consign 
all men to corruption and the dust. He alone 
proclaims to us, in this hymn [Ps. xvi.] which 
is truly a treasure of gold, the Gospel truth, that 
His flesh shall not decay, nor turn to dust, but 
that He will die and repose with calmness and 
security, waiting for the resurrection. (Luther). 
—Thou hast made known to me the ways 
of life. —All the ways in which Jesus walked in 
his humiliation and exaltation, when he entered 
through suffering into his glory, are altogether 
the ways of life for all men; and all those in which 
he conducts the soul, from the original conver¬ 
sion to the glorification of that soul, are, too, al¬ 
together the ways of life. (Ap. Past.).— The 
death and resurrection of Jesus , a twofold mystery: 

I. In so far as He was capable of dying, who had 
life in himself; II. In so far as He arose, who 
came to give his life for many.—Our communion 
of life with God, an earnest of eternal life.—The 
body and the soul [ver. 26], rejoicing in the 
living God.—The word of prophecy, a light in a 
dark plaoe. [2 Pet. i. 19].— The deep import of 
the descent of Jesus into hell: viewed as, I. An 
evidence of the perfect humanity of the Redeemer; 

II. The utmost depth of his humiliation; III. 
The point at which his exaltation commenced; 
IV. A standard by which the vast extent of his 
redeeming work may be judged. (Lechler). 

Vxn. 29. Men and brethren etc.—Peter 
terms these assembled Jews, brethren, both on 
account of their common descent (Rom. ix. 28), 
and on account of his cheerful hope that many 
among them would yield to the authority of the 
Gospel, and become brethren indeed; his address, 
now that he has become more fervent, reveals the 
warmth of his love. O, how gladly would he 
have rendered them every service in his power, 
so that they might become the children of God. 
(Apost. Past.).— He ia both dead and buried. 
—Death and the grave are the end of all the 
glory of this world; take heed that thou give not 
thy heart to it. (Starke). 

Veb. 82. This Jesus hath God raised up, 
etc.—The apostle completes the circuit of his re¬ 
marks by recurring to the subject with which he 
commenced.—“ Ye are witnesses of these things”, 
said the risen Lord to the disciples (Lu. xxiv. 
48); the full echo of this saying of the Lord, 
proceeds from the apostle’s mouth. (Bpsser).— 
How cheering the sight is, when pastors, who 
conduct the work of Hie Lord in the same con¬ 
gregation, are truly united on this vital subject, 
so that the one can always refer to the other with 
confidence! (Apost. Past.) 

Veb. 88. Being by the right hand of God 
exalted, etc.—He whom the world raised up on 
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the cross, is raised by God into heaven. (Starke), of God; II. To the right hand of God.— Christ, 
—Having received, - - he hath shed forth, ascending his throne .—“While Jesus is the Lord, 
—The Son receives from the Father for us; the glory and joy will daily increase.”—The out- 
Holy Ghost receives from the Son, and gives to pouring of the Holy Ghost, an evidence of the 
ns; John xvi. 14 ff. O how blessed is such giv- exaltation of the crucified Redeemer. (Lechler). 
ing and receiving! Let us imitate the Holy Trin- Ver. Therefore let all the noose of 
ity; faith receives—love gives. (Starke). Israel flow, etc.—With these impressive words 

Vsb. 84, 85. Sit thoo on my right hand, Peter made a last appeal, primarily, to the un- 
etc.—This prophetic passage, which the Lord re- derstanding of his hearers: he demonstrated 
peats in the presence of the scribes (Matt xxii. that Jesus is the Messiah, by placing before them 
43), like a fruit-bearing tree, distributes the the testimony furnished by the word of God, by 
wealth of its fruit through the whole extent of their own experience, and by the wonderful 
the apostolic writings; 1 Cor. xv. 25; Eph. i. 20; signs from heaven which they had even then 

Hebr. i. 13; v. 6. (Besser).—Until I make both heard and seen. He appealed also to the 

thy foes thy footstool.—If Christ must wait heart and the conscience of his hearers, which 
until all his foes shall be made his footstool, why he deeply pierced; he intended alike to convince 
should not we wait ? (Starke).—The act of mak- them of their sin, and to show the way of salva- 
ing his foes his footstool, is not to be simply so tion, when he closed with the words, Te have 

understood, that the Lord will consign his enemies Crucified him, but God has made him both Lord 

to eternal suffering and punishment; it is done, and Christ.— The testimony that Jesus Christ lives y 
also, when they are induced to acknowledge their and that he is exalted to heaven: I. In the Scrip- 
misery and enmity, to cast their weapons away, tures—testified by the prophets and apostles; II. 
and to sue for mercy; such a victory he prises In the history of the world and the kingdom—by 
most highly. Then he lifts such supplicants up, all the events that have occurred from the day 
throws his arms around them, yea, places them of Pentecost to the present time; IIL In the 
at last on his own seat. (Apost. Past.).—Our heart and the conscience—by both his friends 
weak senses do not readily perceive that Christ and his foes.—“ God hath made that same Jesus , 
rules with vast power in the midst of us; we whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ ” : I. 
rather see and feel the reverse, and discover only These words, full of stem truths, are a loud call 
feebleness and helplessness in Christian people: to repentance; II. They are full of grace, and 
they seem to us to be wretched and forsaken, are words of comfort.— Christ , on the right hand 
trampled under foot by the world, rudely assailed of God; I. Protecting his friends; II. Subduing 
by Satan, and overcome by sin and the terrors his foes.— Jesus Christ on his throne , as the King of 
of death and hell. And then, the trials and sor- glory: I. In the Scriptures, wherein all the 
rows of this life appear to fall with greater prophets and apostles point to him; II. In the 
weight on Christians than on other people, world, wherein he reigns invisibly, and rules in 
Here our faith must manifest all its power, must the midst of his enemies; III. In the heart, 
arm us for the struggle with such thoughts wherein he continues to manifest himself as the 
and fears, and must give us strength to cling to Prince of peace, and the Captain of our salva- 
the word alone which is here pronounced, name- tion; IV. In heaven, wherein his glory will here- 
ly, that Christ the Lord, although invisible to us, after be revealed unto all.—[Peter, a model as an 
is placed by God on his right hand; there he earned and intelligent preacher of the Gospel.— 
will remain, reigning over us with power, even Thefirst public discourse of an inspired apostle: I. 
though his glory is hidden from the world. For The circumstances under which it was delivered; 
this aheb limini (“Sit thou at my right hand” (a) the outpouring of the Spirit; (6) the amaze- 

n MM L ..ment of the devout; (c) the mocking of the un- 

L r 9*7 "r J/ WftS spoken by God himself; godly; II. Its substance; (a) explanations of 
that word must, therefore, be true and will abide, Scripture; (6) solemn warnings; (c) words of 
and no creature can overthrow or disprove it. comfort and encouragement; HI. The results; 
Neither will he himself ever deny it, although all (°) some remained unmoved; (b) others were 
around us should seem to contradict it. (Luther), hardened; (e) others, converted.—T r.j. 

— The exaltation of Christ: L By the right hand > 
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D.—THE 1TTE0T PRODUCED BT THE ADDRESS. 


Chapter n. 87-41. 

The address, and the exhortation» which Jmowed it, resulted in the conversion of three thousand souls, who 
were added by Baptism to the disciples qf Jesus* 


37 - Now when they heard this, they were pricked [pierced] in their heart, and said 
unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do ? 

38 *Then [But] Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in [upon, 
&rl] the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 

39 of the Holy Ghost. *For the promise is unto [for] you, and to [for] your children, 

40 and to [for] all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. *And 
with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves [Be ye 

41 saved] from this untoward [perverse] generation. *Then they that [ora. that] gladly 1 
[ora. gladly] received his [the, r<3v] word [and] were baptized: and the same day [on 
that day] there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 


i Ver. 41. follows o$r in the text. ree. [u in E. Syr.]. Bnt it is a later addition, intended to add to the force 

of the text, and is wanting in important MSS. [In A. B. C. D., Ood. Sin.,] in ancient versions [Vulg., etc^] and Church Fath¬ 
ers; hence Lachm. and Tisch. [and A If.] cancel it. 


EXXGBTIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 87. Now when they heard this - - - 
what we do? —The address made a 

deep impression; the hearers, that is, a large 
part of them, were “pierced in the heart ” (xa- 
Tcvbyi/eav). and deeply moved; the sting in the 
concluding words of the apostle aided largely in 
producing this result. When we consider the im¬ 
pressions made by his address, we observe that 
it, primarily, affeoted the feelings of the hearers. 
Pain and anguish soiled them, when they saw, as 
they now did, that they had mistaken, despised, 
ill-treated and crucified Jesus, whom they were 
at length oompelled to reoognize as the Messiah 
and their Lord. They had grievously sinned 
against God and his Anointed, and incurred the 
just penalty of such guilt. The effect was not, ho w- 
ever, confined to these emotions, which had been 
produced by the light that was dawning upon 
them; their question: “What shall we do?” ma¬ 
nifests that their will had also been powerfully 
influenced, insomuoh that they apply in a con¬ 
fiding and even affectionate manner to the apos¬ 
tles for counsel, and are now desirous to do all 
that their duty and the will of God demand. 
While they thus turn to Peter and to the rest of 
the apostles as to brethren, and with the utmost 
candor, good will, and confidence, ask for advice, w 
they furnish the evidence not only that they are* 
deeply concerned for their salvation, but also 
that faith is springing up in their souls; they 
trust that God will yet forgive, and guide them 
in the right way. 

Ver. 88. Repent, etc.—Peter gladly imparts 
the instructions which they seek, and may be re¬ 
garded as fulfilling a special pastoral duty, when 
he explains the way of Balv&tion to those who 
now were open to conviction, or were awakened. 
He prescribes a twofold duty, and promises a 
twofold gift He demands that these persons 
should, (1) change their minds, (their whole mo¬ 
ral state should undergo a change, peravoeire), 
and (2) be baptized in the name of Jesus (brl tQ 
bvdfxan 'lip. ip., as an expression of their faith 


in Jesus, or a recognition of him, and as a pledge 
of their submission to him as the Lord and Mes¬ 
siah). Peter assumes that his hearers already 
possess a certain amount of knowledge concern¬ 
ing Baptism as an outward act, having derived 
it from the well-known practice of John the Bap¬ 
tist, and also from the course pursued by Jesus 
himself. [John iv. 1,2]. Peter’s demand, therefore, 
embraces a change of mind, and faith, in addition 
to the outward Baptism; the latter is here viewed, 
on the one hand, as a moral act of the person who 
is' baptized, but, on the other hand, (in conse¬ 
quence of the promise that is immediately sub¬ 
joined) unquestionably, also, as a means of graoe 
proceeding from God. The apostle promises to 
those who repent, and receive Baptism, (1) the 
remission of sins, and (2) the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.—A general view is presented in ver. 40, 
of additional statements and exhortations, by 
means of whioh, as Peter had reason to ho^s, his 
hearers would be conducted to an immediate and 
final derision, before the impressions which they 
had received, should fade away. It was the ge¬ 
neral purpose of his remarks to urge all who were 
awakened, to save themselves by accepting the 
offered grace, to withdraw from the perverse 
generation around them, and to avoid all parti¬ 
cipation in the guilt and ruin of the latter. 

Ver. 89. For the promise is unto yon.— 
The apostle, after having taught his hearers to 
hope with confidence that the same gift of the 
Holy Ghost whioh he and other disciples had al¬ 
ready received, would be imparted to them, pro¬ 
ceeds to exhibit the firm foundation of that hope. 
He specifies those for whom this promise of God 
was intended: (a) It concerns “yon,” the Israel¬ 
ites; (6) also “your children,” t. e., it is not re¬ 
stricted to the present moment, but extends to the 
future, and comprehends the generations in Israel 
that are still unborn. And yet the whole extent of 
the promise has not been presented to their view; 
it belongs, further, to (ri naoi roZ? rif paicpdv, all 
nations, t. e., heathens, a welling at a distance, as 
many as God shall summon [or, call forward unto 
the kingdom. of the Messiah (Meyer), icpocmXb* 
cnrrau —Tr.], Beza supposed that the words re- 
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ferred to distant generations (longe post futuri ), 
bat these are already included in ritcva vpov. 
Meyer and Baumgarten understand ndai role e. p. 
on the other hand, as indicating Israelites dwell¬ 
ing in distant countries, and they allege that the 
context does not suggest that Gentiles are meant. 
Yet the latter will appear to be really the case, 
when the gradual enlargement of the circle in 
which Peter’s words move, is noticed. He un¬ 
questionably regards his hearers as representa¬ 
tives of the entire nation; the Jewish diaspora 
[Jam. L 1], moreover, did not need a special call, 
thee those who were “ scattered abroad ” origin¬ 
ally had an interest in the promise as fully as 
those who were accidentally here present Hence 
the interpretation adopted by Brens, Calvin, 
Besgel, Lange, etc.,—that the words refer to 
heathens—is preferable to any other. 

Ver 41. They received the word.—The ul¬ 
timate result was wonderful; a multitude, consist¬ 
ing of about three thousand souls, promptly and 
sineerely received the word which they had 
heard, submitted to be baptized, and were added 
as new members to the church of Jesus. They 
were baptised in the course of “that day” by 
the twelve apostles.—That all who came togeth¬ 
er, ver. 6, and had been hearers, were also con¬ 
verted, is, of course, not implied here, for those 
who mocked, ver. 18, had also been hearers, and 
it cannot be assumed that all of these, without an 
exception, changed their views!—But it fully ac¬ 
corded with the commandment of Jesus, Matt 
xxviiL 19, that all those who received the witness 
concerning Jesus in sincerity, should at once be 
baptized; the principle was recognized, that every 
one who honestly desired to be a disciple of 
Jesus, should be baptised; fuller instructions in 
the doctrine could afterwards be appropriately 
imparted. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The order of salvation is set forth by the 
apostle in terms that are brief, but in entire ac¬ 
cordance with evangelical truth. After declaring 
emphatically that his hearers participated with 
others in the guilt of having crucified the Re¬ 
deemer, he demands, as the condition of the re¬ 
mission of their sins, not fasting, or self-inflicted 
torments, nor meritorious works of any kind, 
bat simply repentance and a change of mind, on 
the one hand, and, on the other, their prompt 
consent to receive Baptism in the name of Jesus, 
as the manifestation of their faith in Him as the 
Messiah. 

2. Baptism , according to the view presented 
in this section, is a twofold act: a human and a 
divine. It is a human act, first, in so far as the 
individual who receives baptism, thereby con¬ 
fesses Jesus as his Lord (in other words, confesses 
that the triune Qod is bis God), and pledges 
himself to serve Him; secondly, m so far as the 
Church of Christ' which imparts Baptism to him, 
bow receives him as a member, or incorporates 
him with itself; ver 41. Baptism is a divine act, 
in bo far as God separates the individual from a 
perverse and sinful generation (ofc&rjre, in ver. 
40, implies that grace is a saving power to which 
nan yields), remits his sins, and bestows the 


Holy Ghost upon him, ver. 88. This tyeoic 
dpapTtuv is unquestionably connected more inti¬ 
mately and directly than the gift of the; Holy 
Ghost with the baptismal act; the former, [tyecifj 
namely, is indicated by the word eg* [for the re¬ 
mission, etc.,] as the immediate purpose of Bap¬ 
tism, and as the promise inseparably connected 
with it, while general terms are all that now 
succeed, viz.: “and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost.” But these terms do not by any 
means imply that the apostle’s hearers should at 
once receive the Holy Ghost in and with Baptism 
itself. 

8. The congregation , or the Church of Christ 
The fact that the day of Pentecost is the birth¬ 
day of the Church, has always been recognised. 
The latter was founded by or through the work 
of Jesus Christ, as a Prophet, High Priest, and 
King, through the calling and installation of the 
Apostles, and the gathering together of larger 
numbers of disciples, and through the institution 
of the Lord’s Supper and Holy Baptism. But 
after the Head of the Church was enthroned in¬ 
visibly in heaven, and before the Pentecostal festi¬ 
val arrived, the Church of Jesus resembled the 
human body, after God had formed it of the dust 
of the ground, and before the spirit which was 
from God, was breathed into it; it was only after 
that influence reached man that he became a liv¬ 
ing soul, Gen. ii. 7. [Job. xxiii. 41. The Church 
of Christ, viewed as the new colleotive person, 
was formed and set forth in the world; but it 
was now only, on the day of Pentecost, that the 
Spirit was suddenly breathed into it, and that it 
became a living soul. And from that moment 
the growth also of the Church of Christ could 
regularly proceed, by the assimilation and in¬ 
corporation of other souls. Ireneus says: Uhi 
ecclesia , ibi et spiritus Dei; et ubi spiritus Dei, illic 
ecclena et omnis gratia. The second member of 
this entire proposition is abundantly confirmed 
by the contents of the chapter before us, but the 
general terms of the former are not sustained, 
since, according to ch. i. and ch. ii. ver 1 ff., the 
Church of Christ existed, even when the Spirit 
of God was not yet present. And this fact, 
which cannot be • controverted, shows that at 
other times also, the Church of Christ may be 
brought into such a state, that the Spirit of God 
can with difficulty be found in it. 


HO MILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 87. Now when they heard this, 
they were pricked in their heart. —The task 
of so combining and setting forth the law and 
the Gospel, tbSt the truth shall, like a sharp- 
pointed arrow, pierce through the heart, is one 
of such importance and difficulty, that it oannot 
be accomplished by the mere reason and power 
of man. (Apost Past.).—Repentance, like faith, 
is the result of the hearing*of the word [Rom x. 
17].—The consideration of the sufferings of 
Christ, which our sins caused him to endure, is 
adapted to awaken a sincere and de ep so rrow on 
account of our sins. (Starke).—“ Whom ye 
have oruoified” —this accusation at the con¬ 
clusion of Peter’s address, was the hook with 
which, as a true fisher of men, he reached their 
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hearts; it was the goad with which the exalted 
Saviour himself pierced their souls, so that it 
was hard for them to kick against it; it was the 
two-edged sword of God, which divided asunder 
the soul and spirit, the joints and marrow, a dis- 
oerner of the thoughts and intents of their 
hearts.— Men and brethren, what shall we 
do ?—Love awakens love ; Peter’s gentle words: 
“ Men and brethren”, find their echo in the hearts 
of his hearers.— What tkall we do t —namely, in 
order to atone for the sins which we have com¬ 
mitted, to escape the wrath of God, and to find 
that salvation which ye proclaim. It is the wel¬ 
come question of the penitent heart that is seek¬ 
ing for mercy. 

Yer. 38. Then Peter said unto them, Re¬ 
pent, etc.—When/ the fisher observes that his 
net is full of fishes, he is doubly careful in hand¬ 
ling it. But it is a very sad spectacle, when a 
fisher of men has had no experience of his own, 
and, unable to give wise counsel to those who are 
awakened by his words, permits them to escape, 
or even casts them forth again from the net. 
(Apost. Past.).—If we desire to explain God’s 
word in a profitable manner, we must ourselves 
have first experienced its power. Peter had ob¬ 
tained a practical knowledge of repentance, after 
his fall, and had tasted the joy which the remis¬ 
sion of sins produces, (ib.).—Like John the Bap¬ 
tist and Christ himself, the Church, too, begins 
her saving work by exclaiming aloud: “ Repent!” 
For repentance is the beginning of all true 
Christianity. (Leonh. and Sp.).— And ye shall 
receive, etc.—When a pastor finds souls before 
him, on whom the word has made an impression, 
and who begin to inquire with deep seriousness, 
he may well spread out his sails with reanimated 
hope, and open his mouth with increased joy and 
confidence. To such souls we may promise many 
precious gifts, and need entertain no fear that 
God will withhold that which we have promised 
in his name, from those who submissively walk 
in the way which he appoints, (ib.).—There is 
no true repentance without a ohange of the heart 
and the mind.—Baptism is an efficient means of 
regeneration and the remission of sins. (Tit. iii. 
6.^—Days of humiliation which are appropriate¬ 
ly kept, constitute a Pentecostal commemoration 
on which the divine blessing rests. The Holy 
Ghost does not proceed from us, but is a gift 
which we receive from God.—And thou, 0 Chris¬ 
tian, art baptized. But thy Baptism should con¬ 
tinue to manifest its efficacy in thee. Let each 
day appear to thy soul as thy baptismal day. 
Thou shouldst every morning be buried anew in 
thy Lord Jesus Christ. (Ahlfeld).—The men of 
Israel had asked: What shall we do T They are 
now told that they should, in a submissive spirit, 
yield to the operations of the Holy Ghost—They 
would have made every sacrifice, in order to call 
back Jesus of Nazareth, to embrace the knees 
of Him who was crucified, to be raised up by 
him, and to hear him personally say ; 44 Your sin 
is forgiven! ” And now, behold, their desire was 
fulfilled. The triune God has connected his gra¬ 
cious presenoe, as revealed in the new covenant, 
with the water of Baptism. (Besser).—This doc¬ 
trine must therefore abide, as one that is true 
and permanently established, namely, that the 
Holy Ghost is given through the ministry of the 


Church, that is to say, through the preaching of 
the Gospel and through Baptism. Let all those 
who desire the Holy Spirit, seek him there; let 
them not despise the little flock, in the midst of 
which the sound of the Gospel is heard; let 
them, much rather, join themselves unto those 
who are gathered together in the name of Christ, 
and let them assist in prayer. (LutherJ.— That 
we are saved , not so much through that whtch we do, 
as through that which the triune Ood does in us: 
I. Our repentance, which is commanded, is al¬ 
ready a result of the preventing grace of God, 
by which he draws us to his Son; II. We are 
brought by our Baptism into the most intimate 
communion with Christ, our Saviour; IIL Our 
conscious and continued preservation in this 
communion through the Word and the Sacra¬ 
ments, is one of the gracious operations of the 
Holy Ghost (Langbein). 

Yer. 39. For the promise is An to yon, 
and to your children. —The gracious promises 
of God are of vast extent; hence we can repeat 
them with confidence to all who are willing to 
hear. (Apost. Past.).— And to your children. 
—The church and the people of God had hither¬ 
to been so constituted, that not only adults but 
also little children belonged to the people of 
God, and with all these he made a covenant that 
he would be their God. Let us now suppose that 
on the day of .Pentecost Peter had thus addressed 
the Jews: 4 Brethren, repent, and let every one 
of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, 
for the remission of sins; but your little child¬ 
ren shall not be baptized; they shall remain in 
their sins, continue in their state of condemna¬ 
tion, and be counted among the people of Satan, 
until they grow up and reach the years of un¬ 
derstanding.’ What answer would the devout 
Jews have made? (Bugenhagen).— And to all 
that are afar, etc.—However distant the heart 
may be from God, it can nevertheless hear his 
voice. (Starke).—God is still willing to call men 
unto himself, and he has still room for all who 
come to him, Lu. xiv. 21. (Lindheim). 

Ykr. 40. And with many other words 
did he testify and exhort. —Testifying and 
exhorting belong together. Our exhortations 
must be founded on God’s word and testimony, 
and the divine testimony must be applied to the 
hearts of our hearers through the medium of 
our exhortations. (Apost. Past).— Save your¬ 
selves, etc.—No result is produced by the oper¬ 
ations of the Holy Ghost, as long as the soul re¬ 
signs itself to the corrupting influences of so¬ 
ciety ; Christians are required to shine as lights 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 
and to sever every tie that attaches them to a 
sinful world. (Apost Past.).—True conversion to 
God implies an entire separation from the crea¬ 
ture. Avoid the company of the corrupt; it is 
better for thee to dwell in solitude, than to be 
found in the congregation of the wicked. (Ques- 
nel). 

V er. 41. Then they- - -reoeived the word. — 
A prompt acceptance of the word is the begin¬ 
ning of true conversion. (Starke).—Salvation or 
damnation may be the consequence of a single ser¬ 
mon or exhortation that was accepted or rejected, 
(id.). -Were baptized. —They were delivered 
through the means of this saving flood from the 
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perverse generation which was given over to 
destruction, and were added to the assembly of 
those who were gathered together in the true ark 
of salvation; 1 Pet. iii. 20 f. (Besser).— Were 
added* • souls. —This was an amazing draught of 
fishes on the part of Peter. (Apost Past.).—If 
the apostles had made Holy Baptism, which is 
the true door of the kingdom of heaven, nar¬ 
rower, by instituting a baptismal examination, as 
those deluded spirits do, who degrade the Sacra¬ 
ment of Baptism to the rank of an exhibition of 
certificates of their full-grown “believers” (“it 
would be dreadful,” says Luther, “if I should be 
baptized on my faith ”), then these three thou¬ 
sand could never have been added on the same 
day. (Besser). 

Os the wholb section, ver. 37-41. The Chris¬ 
tian's teay of salvation: it is a life spent, I. In 
repentance toward God^ [Acts xx. 21], our 
Father in Christ; IL In faith toward the Son of 
God, our Redeemer; III. And sustained by the 
power of the Holy Ghost (Leonh.).— The gra¬ 
cious work of the triune Qod: I. The Father decrees 
man's redemption, in eternal love; IL The Son 
completes the work, in voluntary obedience; III. 
The Spirit appropriates that salvation to us 
through the Word and the Sacraments, in repent¬ 
ance and faith. (Leonh. and Sp.).— Repentance 
unto life [Acts xi. 18]: I. Repentance first of all 
produces deep grief (sorrow for sin); II. Then, 
it conducts to true blessedness (remission of 
sins); HI. And the heart, strengthened anew 
by the message of peace, serves the Lord with¬ 
out ceasing, (ib.).—The effect produced by the 
apostolic discourse, an evidence of the indwell¬ 
ing of the Holy Ghost in the Apostles.— What 
are the results of the faithful preaching of the Gos¬ 
pel 9 I. Deep feeling in the heart; II. Determi¬ 
nation of the wilL—Only be thou not so moved, 
that thou movest not from the place!—The vital 
question: *'What shall we do?’—The vast differ¬ 
ence between the answer of John the Baptist, 
and that of the apostles of Jesus, to the same 
question: ‘What shall we do?* Comp. Lu. iii. 10 
i. There, the Law, here the Gospel.—The 
evangelical order of salvation, that is, calling, il¬ 
lumination, conversion, justification, renewal or 
sanctification.—The Word and the Sacraments, 
the indispensable means of grace.—Repentance 
and the remission of sins, both in the name of 
Jeaus Christ; ver. 38, and comp. Lu. xxiv. 47.— 
The gift of the Holy Ghost, a general promise. 
The kingdom of God with its promises and bless¬ 
ings, governed by the law of progress. — The 
wonders of the divine call: I. It exercises vast 
power, and is nevertheless consistent with the 
liberty of man; II. It embraces all things, and 
is nevertheless characterized by a gradual ad¬ 
vance.— The opposite effects of conversion: I. It 
excludes, ver. 40; n. It unites, ver. 41. (Lech- 
ler).— The discourse on the day of Pentecost, addressed 
by the Spirit to the whole world: the office of the 
Spirit, manifested, I. In instructing, (ver. 82, 
87); IL In convincing of sin (ver. 88); III. In 
consoling (ver. 38, 89). (C. Beck: Horn. Rep.), 
— Who is it that receives the Holy Ghost 9 I. All 
men may and shouhjl receive the gift; II. But it is 
bestowed on those alone who repent and believe. 
(Eapff.l.—/, too , I. Can be baptized with the 
Holy Gnoat ; IL Such is my duty ; HI. And my 


desire. (Pressel).— The first sermon, and the first 
baptism. (Palmer). —It still continues to be the of¬ 
fice of the Church of Christ, I. To receive—from 
Christ; from the Holy Ghost; II. To possess— 
fellowship; the Word; the Sacraments; HI. To 
impart—to those who repent and believe. (Beck : 
Horn. Rep.).—The Pentecostal , I. Question; II. 
Answer; III. Life. (Hamm.). —The effusion of 
the Holy Ghost , the act, and tne glorification, of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. (Haaokh.). —The Pen¬ 
tecostal sermon of the Apostle, the testimony of the 
Holy Spirit delivered through the medium of the 
spirit of a man (ver. 32, 41); I. It honors God; 

H. Instructs men; III. Convinces those who 
seek salvation; IV. Establishes and extends the 
Church. (Florey).— The gift of the Holy Ghost: 

I. How is the desire for it awakened in the 
heart ? II. When is the heart prepared to receive 
it? III. What effects does it produce in us? (0. 
v. Gerlach).— The building up of the holy Pente¬ 
costal temple in the world and Christendom (in the 
Old Test, the counterpart—the building of the 
tower of Babel; the type—the building of Solo¬ 
mon’s temple); I. The preparations for building; 
II. The master who directs; III. The materials; 
IY. The plan; V. The completion of the building. 
(With references to the entire passage; A. 
Schmidt: Predigtstudien ).— What shall I do, that 
I may receive the gift of the Holy Ghost 9 I. Look up, 
in faith, to the Son of God; he sends that gift from 
his throne in heaven, ver. 83; U. Smite upon thy 
breast in sorrow, and see that thou repentest, 
ver. 38; III. Attach thyself to the people of the 
Lord, and separate thyself from the worldly- 
minded, ver. 88-40. 

On the whole Pentecostal narrative.— The 
events of the day of Pentecost continue to occur even 
in our age , in order that the Christian Church may 
be sustained and extended: I. The commemoration 
‘ of the wonderful works of God in different 
tongues, ver. 11; II. The piercing of the heart, 
ver. 87; III. The harmony of believers, and 
their steadfast continuance in the apostles’ doc¬ 
trine, in breaking of bread, and in prayers, ver. 
1, 42 ff. (Schleiermacher).— How does the Holy 
Ghost in our day preserve and extend the Church 9 

I. By proclaiming the wonderful works of God; 

II. By the powerful awakening of the minds of 
men; HI. By the use of the appointed means of 
salvation. (Sckutz).— It is the Spirit whose divine 
power creates man anew: L He breathes into man 
a new breath of life, ver. 2-4; II. Opens his 
mouth for the praise of God, ver. 6-11; III. 
Brings, loving companions to him [Gen. ii. 22]; 
ver. 14-21; 87-41. — “To us, 0 Holy Spirit, 
come! ” Grant us, I. True repentance, ver. 87, 
38; II. A joyful faith, ver. 88, 39; IU. Broth¬ 
erly love, ver. 41 ff.— The festival of Pentecost, a 
spiritual vernal festival: I. The breezes of Spring 
—the sound, as of a rushing wind, and the still, 
small voice from heaven, ver. 2-4; IL The 
voices of Spring—the animated voices of the 
apostles, praising the wonderful works of God, 
ver. 6-11, 14 ff., and the trembling voices of 
awakened men, inquiring for the way of salva¬ 
tion, ver. 87 ff.; III. The blossoms of Spring— 
childlike faith, and brotherly love, ver. 41 ff.— 
The wonderful draught of Peter, the fisher of men 
[Matt. iv. 191. (“Fear not: from henceforth 
thou shalt oaten men,” Lu. v. 10.): I. The deep 
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sea before him (“ Launch out into the deep/’ Ln. 
v. 4)—the agitated multitude of people in Jeru¬ 
salem, ver. 5-13, and, indeed, the vast sea of 
mankind, ver. 1 39; 11. The good net which he 
casts (“ Cast the net on the right side ” [John xxi. 
61)—his discourse concerning Jesus Christ, the 
Crucified and Risen One, delivered with an earn¬ 


estness that rebuked, and a love that melted, the 
heart, ver. 14-40; HI. The successful draught 
(“ they enclosed a great multitude of fishes ” [La. 
y. 6])—on that day about three thousand souls 
at once, ver. 41. And to-day, here, among you 
—is there not perhaps such a soul here? 


B.—THE HOLT, DEVOUT, AHD BLE88ED STATE Of THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH. 


Chapter IL 42-47. 

42 *And they continued [adhered] steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and [to the teach¬ 
ing of the apostles, and to the] fellowship, and [pm. and] 1 in [to] breaking of bread, 

43 and in [to the, rale] prayers. *And [But] fear came upon every soul: and many 

44 wonders and signs were done by the apostles. *And all that believed were together, 

45 and had all things common; *And sold their possessions [estates] and goods [pos- 

46 sessions], and parted [divided] them to all men, as every man had need. *And they, 
continuing daily with one aocord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house [at home]*, did eat their meat [partook of nourishment, rpogrjq] with gladness 

47 and singleness of heart, ^Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And 
the Lord added to the church* daily such as should be saved [daily those who were 
saved]. 4 


1 Ver. 42. kox before r# tckdcrci [of text. rec. with D (corrected). E.] is cancelled by later critics, in accordance with 
weighty authorities. [The word is omitted by Loch., Tisch., Born., and Alf., with A. B. C. D (original). Cod Sin.; these 
editors insert a comma in place of «<u.—A later hand (0) prefixed teal to rjj Kkatrti in Cod. Sin.— Tr.1 

* Ver. 46. [In place at from house to house {tear* oteov) (as in Cranmer) the margin of the Engl. Bible furnishes the 
(Genova) version at home. —“ The best authorities are now in favor of explaining it to mean *» the. house or at home, as dis¬ 
tinguished from the foregoing phra^, in the temple. —See Rom. xvi. 6; Thilem. ver. 2, etc.” (J. A. Alexander.) Tn.J 

8 Ver. 47. a. rjj iiocAijaia [of text. rec. with E.] was omitted first by Mill, afterwards by Bengol, and, more recently, by 
Lachmann, as this reading is wanting in several ancient manuscripts [A. B. C., also Cod. Sin.], and versions [Syr. Vnlg., 
etc.]. It appears, however, to have been omitted [by copyists] in order to establish a conformity to ver. 41 [where the 
word does not occur]; but that verse Is of a different character, as the verb is there employed in the passive voice. [Al¬ 
ford also rejects rn stuck .—’Eirt rb avrb Si Ilrfr. is the reading of text. rec. ch. iii. 1, with E. most minuscules, etc. Bnt A. 
B. C. Vulg. ( quotiaie in idiptum. Petrus antem,) attach iw\ rb avr6, without Si, to tcaJt' iytipqjt ln ch. ii. 47, and begin a 
new construction with ’Il^rpov Si. This is the division of the words adopted by Lach. and Alf., and they axe sustained by 
Cod. Sin., which exhibits in four successive lines of the third column of the page, bnt without accents, the following ar¬ 
rangement : Tovc <no£op*vov* — tca.9 rips par siri— to avro —rrrpov 6c.—Tll.J 

* Ver. 47 b. [The original is <r»*£op4vove (present tense), not the future, omthfcropiyovt. “This awkward periphrasis 0 , 
says J. A. Alexander, in reference to the English version (Com. ad loc.) t “ is borrowed from the Vulgate, gat tain feremL” 
He translates: 44 The Lord daily added saved (or, saved ones ) to, etc.”—-Comp. iart ota-toapivoi, ye are saved in Itph. ii. 5, 
8 . According to the analogf of the same word (also passive) in ver. 40, the translation would be: 44 those saving (or, who 
saved) themselves, that Is, says Alford: “they were in the way of salvation when they were added to the Christian as¬ 
sembly.’ 1 See Wimol: Oram. N. T. f 18. a, where Lechler’s translation, as given above, is sustained.—Ta.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 42. And they qontlnned steadfast¬ 
ly.—The context shows that this verse refers 
more immediately to the newly converted persons 
mentioned in ver. 41, and that no reference to 
the whole body of believers occurs, until Luke 
-introduces the latter in ver. 44 (rc&vreq ol 
'morevovreg). Commentators usually assume, with¬ 
out argument, that the entire church is meant in 
this verse, except that Meyer finds an argument 
in favor of this assumption in irpocerttirioav, ver. 
41, which shows, as he supposes, that here the 
whole church is to be regarded as the subject. 
But nothing authorizes us to make such an infer¬ 
ence; according to the laws of grammar, no 
others are meant except the three thousand souls, 
who “were added” (viz. to the original stock of 
the church!; the question is, however, fully de¬ 
cided by tne terms employed in ver. 44. The 
whole passage, besides, is consistent with itself, 


and rich m meaning, when we understand the 
present verse as referring to those alone who had 
so recently been converted. They had been 
made disciples when they were baptized in the 
name of Jesus, Matt, xxviii. 19, 20; it now fol¬ 
lowed, as a natural and necessary result, that 
they should receive fuller instructions (dtd&ncetv, 
ib.), and regularly advance in knowledge and 
sanctification. And that such was the result, is 
stated in the present verse. They themselves 
felt the necessity of becoming more and more 
firmly established in the truth, and in fellowship 
with God in Christ, and on this account they ad¬ 
hered so steadfastly to the teaching of the apostles 
and to a fraternal fellowship with the believers. 
Such is the meaning of koiwjvIo, and neither 
“Communion”, which interpretation gives an ex¬ 
plicative sense to real ry Kkaou tov &qtov [ko2 ex- 
plicativum = videlicet], nor, exclusively, charit¬ 
able gifts to the needy. Lastly, they adhered 
also to the religious meals (the aga^m), of whioh 
the Lord’s Supper was the conclusion, and to the 
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prayers. [“The plural indicates the great vari¬ 
ety, some being new or distinct from written 
forms, others being derived from the Jewish lit¬ 
urgy.” (Meyer). Alford explains thus: “The 
appointed times of prayer; see ver. 46—not ex¬ 
cluding prayer among themselves, etc.”—The 
construction which the author (Lechler) adopts 
above, and with him Prof. Alexander, as vary¬ 
ing from the one recognised in the Engish Ver¬ 
sion, is thus explained by the latter: “They con¬ 
tinued, first, in the apostles* doctrine, then, in 
communion, not with them alone, but with the 
body of believers.”—Tn.1. While the aorist 
forms tffairrurihfGav, tt gocerl&ijaav, mark a tingle, 
momentary act, the term foav irpogKagrefxwvrec 
distinctly exhibits the continuance and perma¬ 
nence of the action specified. [See, Winer: 
Oram. K T. J 40, 3, and ib. 6 (1).—Tn.] 

Veil 43. And fear came upon every soul. 
—Luke here describes the impression which the 
whole occurrence, and, particularly, the unde¬ 
niably sincere conversion of such large num¬ 
bers made on the multitude, even on the uncon¬ 
verted. A holy dread overpowered them, for 
they were unconsoiously led to acknowledge the 
finger of God, and they felt his power. They 
may also temporarily have had a presentiment 
of that “ wrath to come,” which was to overtake 
the obstinate enemies of God. While the narra¬ 
tive before us refers to this circumstance, it also 
states a fact which deepened the feeling of dread 
produced by the Pentecostal event, namely, that 
many miracles were wrought by the apostles; 
these are not, however, to be understood as hav¬ 
ing been restricted to that particular day. 

Vir. 44, 45. And all that believed. —The 
entire, youthful Christian congregation is next 
described, ver. 44-47, with respeot to its social 
relations and general course of action. The 
most prominent features are the brotherly love 
and the undisturbed harmony of the believers. 
Thus, they were together (e-rr l rb avr6), that is, 
as in ch. i. 15; ii. 1, in the tame place, at times 
in the temple, ver. 46, at times in private houses; 
this course could be the more easily followed, if 
a large proportion of the newly converted Jews 
were strangers whom the festival had attracted 
to the city, and who immediately afterwards de¬ 
parted to their own homes.—The fraternal union 
of the Christians likewise manifested itself in 
their peculiar administration of temporal possessions. 
In what sense is the statement of this fact to be 
understood? Does it refer to a community of 
^oods, in the literal sense of the words, so that 
it wa9 an arrangement which embraced all with¬ 
out exception, and was, likewise, compulsory and 
legally sustained ? The answer is furnished by a 
subsequent passage, ch. iv. 84 ff. The words 
before us, when viewed independently, do not 
indeed indicate that a legal statute had been 
adopted, to which each individual was bound to 
submit; but it, nevertheless, produces the im¬ 
pression that a universal custom is intended to be 
described. The former could not have been the 
case, as the facts presented in the narrative are 
•imply descriptive of the conduct of individuals, 
and not the faintest intimation is given that their 
course of action was otherwise than voluntary. 
On the other hand, the language is unquestion¬ 
ably so positive and general (w avret ol niarebovreg 


—-elxov dnavra Kotvd • nal rd Krfjpara kcu rdc 
vTrdpffif kninpaoKov), that if this passage alone re¬ 
ferred to the subject, we would at once receive 
the impression that it was the universal practice 
to have all things common. —It may be add¬ 
ed, that the words: ti%ov airavra tauvd are 
not to be understood: “they possessed all 
things in common,” (Meyer), but: “they held 
all things as common (property).” Each man 
regarded his property, not as intended for his 
own personal use, but as intended for the use of 
all others. For, the actual sale [eniirpaoKOv] of 
their goods (rr^ara, real estate, imdtfevg, person¬ 
al property) would not well acoord with the for¬ 
mer interpretation, but be far more consistent 
with the latter. 

Ver. 46. And they, continuing daily with 
one accord in the temple. —They were at one 
time in the temple, at another in a private house. 
The primitive Christians faithfully repeated their 
visits to the temple, as the central point of the 
Israelitic worship, and the common sanctuary of 
the entire nation. They did not even remotely 
entertain the thought of founding a sect, or be¬ 
coming separatists, or organising a religious 
communion that should essentially differ from 
that of the old covenant, and withdraw them from 
the latter. On the contrary, they participated 
with as much zeal and earnestness as any others, 
in the services of the temple, and observed all 
the prescribed hours of prayer and sacrifice; 
and this course aided in securing for them the 
favor of all the people; ver. 47. —But they also 
regularly came together in a private house (/car* 
obcov), where they formed a distinctly defined 
company of their own, and where the intimate 
relations which existed among the members, 
could be freely manifested; and it was precisely 
to such private assemblies that the development, 
in the course of time, of their peculiar Christian 
worship is to be traoed. Here, however, special 
prominence is given only to the act of breaking 
bread (kAqv dprov), by which, in accordance 
with the context, an act constituting a part of 
the public worship is necessarily meant, as in 
ver. 42. It is true that Luke describes in ver. 
46 (“did eat,” etc.,) the manner in which the 
believers partook of bodily food; it was received 
with gladness, being cleansed and sanctified by 
singleness of heart, and by praises and thanks 
to God; accordingly, their bodily and daily life 
was elevated to a higher sphere by the Spirit and 
by a devout state of the heart. Still, the phrase 
ttkgv dprov includes a holy element of worship, 
passing over into the relations of the natural and 
bodily life; for this “breaking of bread” is, in 
accordance with the example and institution of 
the Lord, in reality a supper of brethren, a sup¬ 
per of the Lord, that is, it implies eating and 
drinking. Thus the life of the body and the life 
of the spirit reciprocally pass over into each 
other, and herein precisely, the healthy and vig¬ 
orous action of tne primitive congregation is 
revealed. 

Ver. 47. And the Lord added to the 
ohoroh daily. —The last sentence of the chap¬ 
ter bears witness that the external growth of the 
church did not cease after the day of Pentecost, 
but, on the contrary, steadily proceeded, although 
not in the same striking manner. This growth 
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i8 not, however, to be viewed as a natural pro¬ 
cess, but as an operation of grace, as the act of 
the living and exalted Lord of the Church (6 
Kbptoc nposeridei.). 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The doctrine or instruction was the first in¬ 
strumentality that was employed in the work of 
strengthening and establishing the new converts. 
The Christian Church is primarily a communion 
of faith, and hence essentially needs instruction, 
a knowledge of the truth, and the ministry of 
the word. Any attempt to edify without instruc¬ 
tion and doctrine as the basis, is neither in ac¬ 
cordance with the example and command of* 
Jesus, nor with the practioe and principles of 
the apostles, and is therefore unevangelical. 

2. We learn that at the very earliest period of 
the existence of the Church of Christ, all the 
means of grace were employed and appreciated in 
their full significance, as media through which 
salvation is imparted—first, the Word, partly, 
in the missionary address, and, partly, in the 
subsequent appropriate and thorough instruc¬ 
tions imparted by the apostles; secondly, the 
Sacraments: (a) Baptism, as the means of regen¬ 
eration, so that the individual may become a dis¬ 
ciple of Jesus; (b) The Lord’s Supper (breaking 
of bread), as the Sacrament of growth, so that 
the individual may remain a disciple of Jesus. 

8. Prayer , an aid to growth in true virtue. 
Even as the first converts in the apostolical 
Church made progress in the Christian life and 
advanced in grace, by also persevering in prayer, 
so prayer still is, and, under all circumstances, 
will ever continue to be, one of the chief means 
by which our growth in sanctification and the 
renewal of our nature are promoted. Our com¬ 
munion with the living God in Christ Jesus, 
when sustained by prayer, as the intercourse of 
one person with another person, will necessarily 
exalt, sanctify and enrich the soul; for God is 
as surely the hearer of prayer, as he is the liv¬ 
ing God. 

4. The fellowship of believers , is, next to their 
communion with God himself, a means for pro¬ 
moting their growth in grace. “ Every one that 
loveth him that begat, loveth him also that is be¬ 
gotten of him,” 1 John v. 1. Conversion en¬ 
larges the heart, and produces a holy and bless¬ 
ed communion of souls. A living faith, and 
the love to the Redeemer, are precisely the 
sources whence the mutual relations of men, 
who are herein of one mind and heart, derive 
their warmth and tenderness. And that love of 
our neighbor, which is active, prompt and self- 
sacrificing, is both the evidence of our faith, and 
also the means of promoting its growth. 

6. The external increase of the church was 
one of the results of its internal growth. The 
more vigorous and pure our inner life gradually 
becomes, the more powerful and extended is the 
influence whioh it exercises on the world with¬ 
out. And those missionary operations are the 
most richly blessed, which are conducted uncon¬ 
sciously through the medium of the holy life of 
the entire body of believers, and not merely 
through the agency of individuals who are com¬ 


missioned to perform the work. Still, the ex¬ 
ternal growth is essentially an operation of the 
Lord, and an evidence, furnished by facts, of his 
Deity. For it is not man (who merely plants and 
waters), but God, who causes the growth, and 
gives the increase. H Cor. iii 6, 7). The add¬ 
ing of souls to the Church is one of the opera¬ 
tions which the exalted Redeemer conducts in his 
church. (See above, Exso. and Crit. notes on 
ch. L ver. 1. b.) 


HQMILXTICAL AND PRACTICAL. . 

Veb. 42. And they oontinned steadfast¬ 
ly, etc.—It is not sufficient to begin well; we 
must persevere unto the end. (Starke).—The 
loud sound from heaven, and the trembling of 
the soul are succeeded by silence and repose, in¬ 
dicative of the soothing influences of the Pente¬ 
costal Spirit. (Leonh. and Sp.).— In the apos¬ 
tles’ doctrine; see the admonition given by 
the apostle, 1 Pet ii. 2, 8.—The pure and simple 
Gospel of Christ, the Crucified and Risen One, 
which is alike the heart and the glory of all the 
teaching of the apostles, is the immovable foun¬ 
dation on which “all the building fitly framed 
together, groweth unto a holy temple in the 
Lord,” Eph. ii. 21. (Leonh. and Sp.).—No one 
of the apostles entertained doctrinal views that 
were peculiar to himself; all adhered to the 
simple Gospel; believing souls were thus sus¬ 
tained in their adherence to the one thing need¬ 
ful. (Apost. Past).— Grow in grace! [2 Pet iiL 
181. I. He who does not grow, declines; IL 
Whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he 
shall have more abundance; IIL Let him that 
standeth, take heed lest he fall 1 (Lechler).— 
And (in) fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers.— Then only, when be¬ 
lievers are in fellowship with Christ, will their 
own union among themselves acquire increased 
purity and power. And for this purpose the 
servants of God urge the souls intrusted to their 
care, to oome to the Lord’s Table, as well as en¬ 
courage them to offer united prayers. (Apost. 
Past.).—Keep to the means of grace, and they 
will keep thee.— The Lords Supper: I. Its nature 
—a festival of the Lord and of the brethren; 
II. Its influence—it conducts to the remission of 
sins, and promotes the growth of true godliness. 
—Continue instant in prayer! [Rom. xii. 12].— 
Endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace! [Eph. iv. 8]. (Lechler). 

Via. 48. Ana fear came upon every soul. 
—God can easily fill the hearts of his enemies 
with terror, and hold back their mouth with bit 
and bridle. [Ps. xxxii. 91. (Quesnel).—It is a 
characteristic feature of the works of God, that 
they fill us with awe. (Starke).—God is as a wall 
of fire around his Pentecostal Church, so that 
the tender plants may not suffer harm.— And 
many wonders and signs, etc.—The many 
wonders and signs which were done by the apos¬ 
tles, might indeed create fear among those who 
stood without; faith was, however, produced not 
so muoh by them as by the word of the GospeL 
(Apost. Past.) 

Via. 44, 45. And had all things common. 
—It was not the envy of the destitute, but the 
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lore of the original owners which led to this 
“oommunity of goods ” among the primitive 
Christians; it had, however, no features in com¬ 
mon with the fanatical, levelling practices of 
“Communism.” In the sight of God it is not 
“property” that is a “theft,” but selfishness, 
which possesses, but also withholds the means 
for relieving the wants of a brother. When the 
necessities of the case were apparent, all that a 
member of the holy family of Christians pos¬ 
sessed, was unquestionably placed at the dispos¬ 
al of its Head, but the Holy Ghost did not teach 
any one to sell his goods, in order that he might 
be the owner of none. The primitive congrega¬ 
tion by no means lived in a convent Nothing 
in the text implies that a law on the subject ex¬ 
isted ; all the arrangements were made by love. 
(Besser).—That Christian Communism said: All 
that is mine, is thine; the unchristian Commu¬ 
nism of our day, says: All that is thine, is mine. 
Those early Christians said: Take all that I 
have 1 The modern Communists exclaim: Deliver 
np all that thou hast! That holy community of 
goods proceeded from love to the poor, but that 
which is now proclaimed, is the result of a hatred 
to the rich.— Faith—its tendency to produce 
union: it unites men with God; it forms a union 
among men.—Love, the fruit of faith [Gal. v. 6], 
manifested by its acts.—When we possess genu¬ 
ine faith and love, we do not become weary in 
well-doing. (Starke).—No friendship is so sin¬ 
cere as that which exists among believers.—Uni¬ 
ty and love are the best evidences that the Church 
is a building and work of God.—Temporal pos¬ 
sessions are insignificant in the eyes of those 
who possess heavenly treasures. (Quesnel).— 
The more sincerely we love the Lord, the more 
sincerely will we love our neighbor.—“To do 
good, and to communicate, forget not.” [Hebr. 
xiii. 16].—Let me, O Lord, do unto others, as 
thou hast done unto me. [John xiii. 15].—‘He 
that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the 
Lord.* [Prov. xix. 17]. (Lechler).— The essential 
feature* of Christian Communism, in contradistinc¬ 
tion from any unchristian form of Communism: I. 
Its source is, not an external law, much less 
compulsion, hut the natural impulse of love; II. 
Its object is, not the equality, but the welfare, of 
all; III. The means which it employs—not a 
community of goods, but a union of hearts. 

Via. 46. And they, continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple. —The Lord 
had not yet destroyed the temple of Jerusalem, 
and the Christians consequently still visited it as 
the place of publio worship and prayer.—‘Let 
ns not forsake the assembling of ourselves to¬ 
gether, as themanner of some is!’ [Hebr. x. 25.] 
—Breaking bread from house to house.— 
They naturally observe their peculiar holy rite, 
the Sacrament of the new covenant, apart from 
the public, in the bosom of the congregation. 
Thus their private dwellings were consecrated 
as temples of the Most High; the house and the 
church, private prayer in the closet, and the pub¬ 
lic praise of God in the temple, formed one har¬ 
monious and complete whole.—A solemn admo¬ 
nition to rebuild our broken domestic altars, and 
to recall our extinct family worship back to life! 
(Leonh. and 8p.).—Simplicity and union, the 


prominent virtues and ornaments of true Chris¬ 
tians. (Starke). 

Did eat their meat, etc.—Peace of con¬ 
science, and gladness, the fruits of faith. (Starke). 
—God permits none to exceed him in liberality; 
the more heartily we praise and thank him, the 
more abundantly does he bestow grace and com¬ 
fort upon us. (Quesnel).—No one can more fully 
enjoy the temporal gifts of God than a true 
Christian, for he rejoices at the same time in God, 
and tastes and sees that the Lord is good.—As 
soon as we are converted to Christ, we enter the 
way of salvation. (Apost. Past.).—It is godliness 
that affords us the purest enjoyment of life.— 
The true Christian, not of a sad countenance, as 
the hypocrites are. [Matt. vi. 16].—That God 
fulfils his promise: “Them that honor me I will 
honor.” [1 Sam. ii. 80]. (Lechler).—None were 
so joyful in all Jerusalem as the disciples of 
Jesus. (Besser). 

Ver. 47. And the Lord added to the 
church, etc.—Nothing conduces more effectually 
to the conversion of unbelievers than the har¬ 
mony and gladness of Christians. (Starke).— 
And by what means did the first Christian Church 
subdue so many hearts ? She had not yet establish¬ 
ed Tract Societies, neither did she accomplish her 
design by long discourses, or by running to and 
fro. She was herself a living Tract on the sav¬ 
ing power of the Gospel. Her image performed 
the part of a missionary. Her fulness of life 
fhrnished her with nets and hooks. All who 
came near her were overpowered by the feeling: 

‘ This is none other but the bouse of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven I * (Krummacher). 

On the whole section. —On the happy results 
of a truly apostolic Christianity : we enumerate, I. 
A steadfast continuance in the apostles’ doctrine, 
ver. 42; II. Acts of self-denying love, ver. 44, 
46; III. Winning souls by joyfully praising God 
with singleness of heart, ver. 46, 47. (Harless). 
—The Pentecostal church , the commencement of a 
new period of the kingdom of Ood: I. New, in the 
mode in which it was founded; II. New, in the 
form of the inner and outer life of its members; 
III. New, in its spiritual influence on the world 
without. (Krummacher). — Of one heart , and of 
<Me soul [Acts iv. 82]: I. Such is the true spirit 
of the Church of Him who, previously to his 
death on the cross, earnestly prayed that all 
might be one [John xvii. 11]; II. Such should 
be, and such will be, our spirit, if we submit 
ourselves altogether to Christ in faith; III. And 
we are not fbU citizens of the kingdom of God, 
unless we endeavor with singleness of heart to 
promote such unity of spirit. (Knapp).— Without 
love , no Holy Ghost: I. Love in heaven bestows 
the gift of the Holy Ghost; II. Love on earth re¬ 
ceives it; HI. Love in the heart testifies to it. 
(Florey). — The gracious operations of the Holy 
Ghost tn the life of the primitive Christian Church: 
I. The faith to which she bore witness; II. The 
acts which she performed; III. The love which 
she demonstrated; IV. The means of grace^ 
which she employed; V. The blessedness which 
she enjoyed, (id.).— The first Christian congrega¬ 
tion , a permanent model for all that succeed it: I. 
In the fellowship of the faith; II. In the practice 
of love; IH. In the enjoyment of general es- 
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teem. (Binder).— The encouraging example given 
by the firet Christian congregation: they continued 
steadfastly, L In the apostles’ doctrine; IL In 
fellowship; III. In breaking of bread; IV. In 
prayers. (Langbein).— How dote the glory of the 
new life which we discover in the youthful congrega¬ 
tion of Jerusalem, manifest itself t L As a rigor¬ 
ous and healthy spiritual life; IL As the sancti¬ 
fied life of a family; III. As the influential life 
of witnesses. (W. Hofaoker).— The essential fea¬ 
tures of a truly Christian congregational life: L 
Faithful adherence to the confession of the truth; 

II. Fellowship of public and family worship; 

III. Demonstration of faith by works of self- 
denying lore. (Langbein).— (Sermon on the occa¬ 
sion of an ecclesiastical Visitation :) The fourfold 
standard according to which a congregation and the 
pastor are to fudge themselves: I. The application 
made of the divine Word; II. Conduct with respect 
to the Lord’s Supper; III. The personal interest in 
Christian fellowship; IV. Practice with respect 
to prayer. (Weitbrecht).—There is a threefold 
Paradise to which we look back with longing 
eyes: that of the first human pair—that of our 
childhood—that of the primitive Church.— How 
may the survey of the paradisiacal state of the prim¬ 
itive Church become a blessing to us t That survey 
is well adapted, I. To strengthen our faith, while 
we gaze on the Church as the beloved of the 
Lord; II. To humble uS, when we soon after¬ 
wards perceive that her glory was obscured by a 
veil which still covers her in almost every place; 
III. To enlarge our Christian knowledge, and 
teach us that the power of divine grace bestowed 
on the Church, as an institution designed to con¬ 
duct men to salvation, is not yet withdrawn; IV. 
To give us the comforting assurance, that, amid 
all the difficulties of the present and any future 
time, the Lord will continue to add souls to the 
Church, even unto the end. (A. Schmidt : Pre- 
digtstudien). — Behold , the tabernacle of Qod is with 
men! [Rev. xxL 8]. I. They are his people, ver. 
42, 44-47; II. He is their God, ver. 48, 47.— 
The little flock of the good Shepherd: how admirably 
it maintains union, I. With its Lord; II. Among 
the members ; III. As contradistinguished from 
the world.— The first Christian congregation , a holy 
family: I. The kind Father of the family; a#- 
knowledged with childlike faith—revealed in his 
daily blessings; II. The beloved members of the 
family; the older—those of the day of Pente- 
cost; the younger—those who have since been add¬ 
ed; III. The admirable family arrangements; 
doctrine and prayer—breaking of bread and care 


of the poor. IV. The blessed peace of the fami¬ 
ly; internally, among themselves—externally, 
with them that are without [Rom. xiL 18].— 
The first Christian congregation, a flourishing garden 
of Ood: L The bright sunshine of divine grace 
which it was permitted to eigoy, after the abun¬ 
dant Pentecostal shower; IL The rich blossoms 
of the Spirit and fruits of righteousness, which 
prosper by the divine blessing: faith, love, hope, 
humility, gentleness, chastity, alms - giving, 
prayer, etc.; IIL The strong wall which secures 
the garden of God from the ravages of the foe, 
ver. 40, 48.— The mage of the Pentecostal congre¬ 
gation of Jerusalem, a golden mirror for all congre¬ 
gations : I. A mirror of instruction—showing us 
what a Christian congregation ought to be; IL 
A mirror of repentance—showing us what we 
need in order to be a Christian congregation; 

III. A mirror of comfort—showing ns the means 
by which we may become a Christian congrega¬ 
tion.— Remember from whence thou art fallen, and do 
the first works ! [Rev. ii. 6]—an admonition ad¬ 
dressed by the apostolic Cnuroh to the Church 
of our day: the first works of; L Vital godli¬ 
ness; IL Consistent self-denial; EH. Ardent 
brotherly love; IV. Victorious conflict with the 
world. — The city of Jerusalem of the primitive 
Christians , the true Zion of Ood: L The unveiled 
archetype of the city of David of the old cove¬ 
nant ; II. The permanent type of the Christian 
Church of the new covenant; HI. The terres¬ 
trial image of the heavenly Jerusalem. [The di¬ 
vine purpose in founding the Church.—The duties 
of members of the Church.—The present (tem¬ 
poral—spiritual) condition of the Church, con¬ 
trasted with that of the apostolic Church.—-The 
treasures of the Church.—The terms of admis¬ 
sion into the Church.—The essential features of 
Public Worship.— The original establishment of the 
Christian Church: I. The circumstances under 
which it was accomplished; (a) the Mosaic in¬ 
stitutions were circumscribed and temporary in 
their character; ( b ) the time (state of the world, 
eto.,) had arrived in which it accorded with di¬ 
vine wisdom, that mankind should receive a per¬ 
fect religion. II. The divine procedure; (a) in¬ 
troduction of gifts and forms which primarily 
appealed to the senses; (b) but were intended to 
renew and sanctify the heart; IIL The human 
agency employed; (a) the preaching of the 
Word ; (6) the administration of the Sacraments; 

IV. The results; (a) promotion of the glory of 
God; (b) salvation of immortal souls.—Tn.] 
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PART SECOND. 

The Church of Christ in Jerusalem; its development and guidance; its con¬ 
flicts and victories, acts and sufferings. Ch. iii.—Ch. vii. 


SECTION I. 

THE HEALING OP THE LAME MAN, AN APOSTOLICAL MIKACLE WROUGHT IN THE 
POWER OF JE8US CHRIST; ITS EFFECTS: FIRST, PETER’S TESTIMONY CONCERN¬ 
ING JESUS CHRIST, DELIVERED IN THE PRESENCE OF THE PEOPLE; SECONDLY, 
THE ARREST OF PETER AND JOHN; THEY ARE, HOWEVER, RELEASED, AFTER 
ENERGETICALLY VINDICATING THEMSELVES BEFORE THE GREAT COUNCIL. ALL 
THESE EVENTS TENDED TO ENCOURAGE, AND TO STRENGTHEN THE FAITH OF 
THE CHURCH: THE ONENESS OF SPIRIT AND THE BROTHERLY LOVE OF THE BE¬ 
LIEVERS. 

Chaftbb in. and Chapter IV. 


A. —THE MIRACULOUS HEALING 07 A LAME MAN. 

Charter HI. 1-10. 

1 Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, 

2 being the ninth hour. *And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was car¬ 
ried, whom they laid [placed] daily at the gate of the temple which is called [the] 

3 Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; *Who, seeing Peter 

4 and John about to go into the temple, asked an alms 1 . *And [But] Peter fasten- 

5 ing his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. *And he gave heed unto 

6 them [looked on them intently], expecting to receive something of them. *Then 
[But, <te] Peter said, Silver ana gold have I none [not]; but such as [but what, 
8 6*] I have [that, tout©] give I thee; In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 

7 rise up and 2 walk. *And he took him by the right hand, and lifted [raised] him 1 
up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones [ankles] received strength [be- 

8 came firm]. *And he leaping up stood, and walked [could stand and walk], and 

9 entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. *And 

10 all the people saw him walking and praising God: *And they knew [recognized 
him, abr6v y Srt ouro*] that it was he which sat [was accustomed to sit] for alms 
at the Beautiful [beautiful] gate of the temple: and they were filled with won¬ 
der and amazement at that which had happened unto him. 

1 Ter. a —Aafitir [of text. rec.\ after ma. is wanting, it is true, in some MSS. [D.] and versions, but is probably genuine, 
md, indeed, b often round as a pleonasm in combination with airtlw in classical Greek writers. [Found in A. B. C. B. 
Cod. 8hL, and In Vulg. (at acciperet ), etc.: rejected by Meyer as a correction from ver. 6, but retained by Alf.; defended by 
de Wette; acknowledged and explained by Wiwxb : Oram. N. T. 9 66,4, d.—Ta.l 

*Ver. 6.—cyttpoi «oi [UxLrec. with C.J; these words are wanting in a few MS8. [B. D.], unquestionably also in the 
C°dex Sinaitlcus, but were probably omitted [by copyists] simply for the reason that, in rer. 7, Poter himself raised up the 
lsa« man. We hare not sufficient grounds for regarding them as spurious. [Alford does not decide, “ the authorities be* 
fa* so nearly divided,’* but, like Lach., encloses them In the text in brackets.—T r.1 

•Ver. 7.— avr6v after fjy* l P* i* fonnd, indeed, In various MS8. [A. B. C. Cod. Sinij, versions [Syr., etc.] and fathers [Cyp. 
but is, nevertheless, rather to be regarded as a later addition. Lachmann inserts the word. [In tne Eng), ven^him 
■ inserted in Italics, as having been supplied; it is omitted in D. B., etc., and regarded by Alf. as 1 *an insertion to fill up 
»# sense.”—Ta.] 
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all these conjectures (see Meyer and de Wette, 
EXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. ' <*d hc.\ has met with general flavor, “so that,” 

says Alford, “the matter must remain in uncer- 

Vbr. 1. a. The narratiye before us does not re- tainty.”— Tr.] 
late the historical facts according to their regu- b. Lame from his mother’s womb. —The 
lar connection and sequence, nor are precise miracle wrought in his case was, therefore, the 
chronological statements of say kind furnished greater; and, as he was accustomed to present 
by it We haye, therefore, no means whateyer himself daily at the gate of the temple, and ait 
for determining how soon after the day of Pen- there, his lameness was widely known, ver. 10. 
tecost the present event occurred, although a Vie. 4, 6. And Peter, fastening his eyes 
considerable perioa of time probably intervened, upon him. —The apostle's heart was, at the 
—The narratiye of the healing of the lame man, same time, deeply mored by the pitiable and 
deriyes its importance chiefly from the circum- helpless condition of the cripple, and he, together 
stance that it exhibits an act of an apostle, per- with John, gaxed on the face of the latter, with 
formed in the power of Jesus (irpdgeic tuv dir.), all that sympathy which lore teaches the heart to 
and also describes the powerful witness which, feel for Christ’s sake. His words: Look on 
in the presenoe of the people and the Great os, were intended to aid the unfortunate man in 
Council, the apostles bore to Jesus, as the Sa- collecting his thoughts, and in looking upward to 
riour. With these statements, the additional the apostles with hope and confidence. And 
facts that are presented, and that relate to the such, in truth, was the effect of those words, for 
internal condition and external relations of the he brtlxev avro If, i. e. oculi* et ammo defizus atque 
Church, are rery appropriately connected. intentus erat in apoetolos. (8trigel). He now con- 

b. Peter and John went np together. — fidently expected to reoeire a gift from these men. 

The union of the belierers is here exemplified in The earnest glances of each party produced, as 
the intimate and continued association of these well as bore witness to, a certain intenseness of 
two apostles. Their course confirms the state- feeling within them. These were the preparatory 
ment which is made in ch. it 44 respecting the steps which each took in reference to the act. 
whole body of believers. We are likewise here Ver. 6, 7. Silver and gold have I none, 
reminded of the circumstance that Jesus sent —Even if the lame man looked up to them with 
forth his disciples “by two and two,” Mark vi. more than ordinary confidence, he, nevertheless, 
7. [See Luke xxii. 8; John xxi. 7, 20 ff.]. As on expected to receive money. Peter extinguishes 
the day of Pentecost, all the apostles stood up, this hope, and yet does not dismiss him without 
but Peter alone began to speak, so here, the two a gift. When he pronounces those powerful 
apostles are found together, but it is Peter who words of authority and help, he bestows that 
speaks and acts; John accompanies him, and whioh he has—a vital power, proceeding from 
stands at his side, engaged in Bilent meditation. Jesus Christ He speaks and acts, not by virtue 
His hour for action is yet to come. of any authority of his own, but in the power of 

c. Into the temple at the hour of prayer, Jesus; the lame man, on his part, is directed to 
being the ninth hour. —The general remark, rise up and walk in, and by, the power and grace 
in ch. ii. 46, that it was the practice of all the of Jesus. But the object is attained only when 
believers to continue daily in the temple, is here an act co-operates with the word —the act of 
illustrated by a special case. The two apostles taking the man by the hand and raising him up, 
proceeded from the city to the mount of the tern- was also required In that moment the crippled 
pie, which they ascended at the hour of prayer, limbs were touched as if they had been subjected 
Already Daniel (ch. vi. 10) prayed thrice every to an electric shock; they were strengthened and 
day upon his knees (comp. Ps. lv. 17); in the restored by the almighty power of God. The 
later age of the apostles, custom had firmly estab- man leaps up with an elasticity hitherto unknown 
lished the three hours of prayer, namely, the to himself; he can do that whioh he had never 
third hour of the day, in the morning [see above, learned to do, from the time of his birth—he can 
ii. 15]; the sixth, at noon; and the ninth, in the stand, and he can walk; this is another aspect 
evening [x. 8, below]. The first and third coin- in which the miracle should be viewed. 

cided with the hours in which the morning and Ver. 8-10. And entered with them into 
the evening sacrifices were, respectively, offered, the temple.«--He did not at once proceed to his 
On the present occasion, the hour of evening home, but entered the sanctuary of God, in order 
prayer is to be understood, or our three o’clock to give thanks and praises, and to testify that he 
in the afternoon. Both the place and the time bout recognised the goodness and wonderftxl 
of publio worship under the old covenant were work of God in Christ, and also accepted such 
sacred in the eyes of the disciples, and both were meroy with thankfulness. He walked about 
observed by them with the utmost fidelity. [irepiirarowra] in the court of the temple, and 

Ver. 2, 8. a. At the gate of the temple leaped, as his very heart leaped for joy; his 
whioh U called Beautiful. —No other sources body and soul rejoiced in the living God, who 
furnish us with any information respecting a gate had now endowed him with life and power.—All 
of the temple bearing this name. Josephus de- those who had assembled in the courts of the 
scribes a certain gate (J. War. v. 6, 8), called temple in order to pray, were witnesses of the 
Nicanor'e Gate, and oomposed of Corinthian brass, miracle; they recognised in him, as he walked 
which exceeded all the others in magnificence before them, the same man whom they had al¬ 
and value. Many interpreters suppose that this ways found sitting at the same gate, as a helpless 
gate is meant; others are inclined to believe that beggar. The circumstance created the most pro- 
another, called Swan, is intended; still others found amaxement among the spectators. [They 
suggest a third [named Huldah; but not one of were “exceedingly astonished and aghast,” as 
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Dr. J. A. Alexander (Comm, ad loc.) quotes, ap¬ 
parently with approbation, from the Rhemish N. 
T.—Tb.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The miracle was wrought in the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth, as the Messiah. All the won¬ 
drous works of the apostles and the other disci¬ 
ples of Jesus, proceeded from Him as their source, 
and promoted His honor, not that of any human 
being, even though he were a disciple of the Lord. 
Luke says, in ch. iL 48, very thoughtfully, that 
many wonders and signs were done did tup qtto- 
ordAur, for they were performed, not by men, but 
by the Lord; men were simply his instruments. 
8uch miracles are acts and operations of the ex¬ 
alted Lord, and thus demonstrate, aB expressions 
of life and power, that He, the Crucified One, 
both lives, and also possesses all glory and power ; 
they also farnish the evidence that he abides in 
true fellowship with his people, and acknowledges 
them when they confess him. 

2. It is rarely the case, when we read of mi¬ 
racles wrought in the power of Christ, that the 
cooperation of the respective parties—of him 
who acts, and of him who receives—can be so 
distinctly observed, as in the present instance. 
We notice, first of all, the intent look of each 
party: Peter gazes on the lame man with deep 
sympathy, and his love is ready to help and to 
heal; when the lame man hears Peter’s words, 
he surveys the two apostles with an intentness 
that reveals all the confidence, the desire, the 
hope, of his souL We perceive, in the next 
place, thafboth parties depend on Jesus with all 
the fulness and power of faith: Peter speaks and 
commands in the name of Jesus; the lame man 
submits to Jesus with all his soul, and awaits the 
promised help with lively hope. And, lastly, 
each party combines the powers of the body and 
the soul in one effort: Peter takes the man by 
the hand, and raises him up; the latter, wonder¬ 
fully endowed with new power of the will, and 
new muscular strength, at once stands up. The 
name of Jesus, the Person of Jesus, his grace 
and divine power to heal, constitute, in their 
combination, a point of union for both parties: 
here, their souls meet together; here, the hand 
of one grarfps the hand of the other; and here, 
they find the source of that bodily and spiritual 
power, which they, respectively, impart and re¬ 
ceive. The more intimately they are united 
with Jesus, in faith, love, and cheerful hope, the 
more freely and fully they receive strength, help, 
and salvation. 

8. It may be added, that the lame man, doubt¬ 
less, not only received health and strength of 
body, and power to use his limbs, but also that 
his soul was awakened and won for Jesus Christ. 
Such a result may be inferred from the overflow¬ 
ing gratitude of his heart, which expressed itself 
aloud in the praise of God; it is, indeed, neces¬ 
sarily implied by the whole character of the mi¬ 
racle, as one which was wrought in consequence 
of a onion with Jesus Christ, both bodily and 
spiritual, alike on the part of him who gave, and 
of him who received. Such a union with Jesus, 
in the case of the afflicted and then hopeful 


lame man, cannot well be psychologically con¬ 
ceived as having been transient in its nature; 
and, besides, to him who gratefully praises God, 
the promise of new mercies is given; Ps. L 23. 


HOMILETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 1. Peter and John went up together 
into the temple. —These two disciples hence¬ 
forth often appear together. They did not pre¬ 
cisely correspond to each other in nature and 
character; but, as one diamond polishes another, 
so each of these precious stones may have aided in 
imparting additional value to the other. (Rieger). 
—Union should exist among all men, but espe¬ 
cially among those who are invested with the sa¬ 
cred office. (Starke).—Why should not those who 
adored the Saviour that had eome into the world, 
eqjoy the worship of the temple, which was a 
shadow of things to come? [Col. iii. 17]. (Bes- 
ser).—Fellowship with all believers is perfectly 
consistent with a still more intimate union of the 
members of a smaller circle.— The light m which 
the Christian views the order and arrangements of 
public worship: I. Not as a yoke of the law; II. 
Not as a meritorious work; but, III. As a good 
external discipline; and, IV. As means which 
God has graciously given us for growing in grace/ 
(Lechler).— The Christian's visit to the house of 
Oodj a free and joyful service; promoting, I. The 
honor of God; II. The edification of our neigh¬ 
bor; III. Our own growth in grace. 

Ver. 2, 8. And a certain man, lame, etc.— 
The poor and miserable are commonly those in 
whose case the exceeding grace and power of the 
Saviour may be most distinctly revealed. (Ap. 
Past.).—It was not without a special object that 
the lame man begged at the gate of the temple; the 
law and the prophets appealed more forcibly to 
the heart there than elsewhere, and the heart and 
the hand were more prompt in giving. (Leonh. 
and Sp.).—This lame man is an image of our na¬ 
tural inability. We must be carried, as long as 
our feet are without strength. But he who lays 
us at the most beautiful gate of the temple, which 
is called Jesus Christ , has, in truth, carried us to 
the gate of life and of the power of God; we shall 
there be assuredly healed. (Gossner).—Those who 
have perfect limbs and senses, are m duty bound 
to be grateful to God, and to refrain from mock¬ 
ing and insulting the infirm. (Zeis.).—How bitter 
are the fruits of sin! From that source all our 
infirmities proceed, including those of the body. 
(Lindh.).—Like their Master, the servants of 
Jesus readily visit the poor and provide for the 
needy. But a faithful pastor is not satisfied, un¬ 
til those who have availed themselves of his per¬ 
sonal aid and his office in relieving their temporal 
wants, have experienced the divine power of Je¬ 
sus in relieving their spiritual wants. (Apost. 
Past). 

Ver. 4. And Peter, fattening hie eyes 
upon him. —That look certainly revealed love I 
0 that we would always look on those who appeal 
to ub for aid, instead of slightly glancing at them, 
and then looking hastily elsewhere! Then would 
our hearts be more deeply moved. The survey 
of such a countenance, or of such a disordered 
household, or of suoh a disturbed mind, would 
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affect our feelings. And the faint ray of light 
which may occasionally be discovered in such a 
haggard face, or the spark of the divine image 
which continues to gleam in such a corrupt heart, 
would fill us with joyful wonder, with new faith, 
new love, new hope.—Look on na—with confi¬ 
dence, with hope!—It is a tender and paternal 
address, when faithful pastors say to those who 
are poor and blind in the faith: “ Look on us! | 
We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did beseech you by us: we pray you, in Christ’s 
stead, be ye reconciled to God.” [2 Cor. v. 20]. 

. Past.). 

sb. 5. And he gave heed unto them, 

etc.—With what diligence and attention we listen, 
when we have reason to expect temporal aid! 
(Quesnel).—It is already a great blessing, when 
a pastor, by the power of the Spirit, has awaken¬ 
ed an expectation in his hearers that they will 
“receive something they are then no longer dead, 
for their hearts begin to feel and to hunger. But 
let them not wait in vain. Alas! how often it 
may occur, that poor, awakened, and hungering 
souls, look on their teacher, hoping to receive 
something, and are sent empty away! (Ap. Past.). 

Vbr. 6. Silver and gold have I none.— This 
is apostolical—“ as poor, yet making many rich; 
as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” 
[2 Cor. vi. 10]. Peter, although poor in gold, 
was richer than all the rich—richer than all who 
bear dazzling titles and receive large inoomes. 
He possessed faith in the power of the name of 
Jesus Christ, and with this he accomplished 
far more than if Christ had assigned to him 
the revenue of a kingdom, or an ecclesiastical 
territory, as his wages. (Gossner).— That can 
scarcely be regarded as the real patrimony 
of Peter, and the apostolic see, which glitters 
with gold and silver. (Lindh.).— Bat such as I 
have give I thee. —This is the feeling of de¬ 
vout and faithfbl servants. He who had received 
two talents, oould not, it is true, gain as largely 
as he who had received five; nevertheless he also 
could say: That which thou hast given me, I 
have faithfully employed. (Ap. Past.).— In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise 
up and walk. —In this manner the despised 
and crucified Jesus of Nazareth is glorified among 
the sick, as he who healB alike the body and the 
soul.— Health is better than silver and gold, but 
the health of the soul is better than that of the 
body.—When God appears to refuse the objects 
which we desire, he gives us others that are bet¬ 
ter.—If God were inclined to bestow no better 
gifts for the promotion of our spiritual welfare, 
than those which we usually desire, we would 
never obtain his richest gifts. (Starke).—“Give 
to every man that asketh of thee.” [Luke vi. 80]. 
—“As every man hath received the gift, even so 
minister the same one to another.” [1 Pet. iv. 
101.—“Freely ye have received, freely give.” 
[Matt. x. 8].—Jesus Christ, the Mediator, through 
whom all temporal and spiritual mereies are re¬ 
ceived.—Jesus acknowledges those who confess 
him.—The more intimate thy union with the Re¬ 
deemer becomes, the more abundantly does he 
grant thee power to loose, to heal and to help.— 
A living communion with the living Saviour, sus¬ 
tains our spiritual life, and constitutes our highest 
blessedness. (Lech.).— Silver and gold have I 


none, but such as I have, etc.—God be praised, 
that the evangelical church can still employ such 
language in our day. .She is poor, it is true, with 
respect to secular power and temporal posses¬ 
sions; but that which she has, and which she 
gives to the soul that seeks salvation, is the bles¬ 
sed name of Jesus, His living word, His saving 
grace. And when we receive such gifts, we re¬ 
ceive more than silver and gold. To the poor, 
the infirm, and the wretched, the words are still 
repeated: Rise up and walk! —Rise up from 
the dust, and walk in newness of life! 

Vbr. 7, 8. And he took him by the right 
hand, etc.—The seeking soul must be sustained 
not only by our words, but also by our acta, 
even as if we took it by the hand, and assisted it 
to walk. (Quesn.).— And lifted him up, -etc.— 
How much more wonderful than the change pro¬ 
duced in this lame man’s condition, is that change 
which God effects in the heart! But who gives 
heed to it? (Quesn.).— And entered with 
them into the temple, etc.—Many persons 
are restored to health, but all are not thankful 
for it; John v. 14. (Zeisius).—To offer thanks 
and praise to God, is a precious privilege.—It 
was a blessed and delightful visit to the house of 
worship for this man, who is now healed, and 
who could, with all his heart, repeat the Psalm 
of praise: “ Bless the Lord, 0 my soul! ” And 
it was as blessed and delightful for the apostles, 
who could bring such a companion with them to 
the presence of God. The most honorable escort 
which a servant of Christ can obtain, both here 
below, and on high, consists of those souls, whom 
he has been enabled by the grace of God to res¬ 
cue from destruction. 0 God! hoW great will 
be the blessedness of him, who has guided even 
one soul to theet 

Vbr. 9, 10. And all the people saw him, 

etc.—Let every word of the Church be an act, 
and let every act accord with the word of Jesus, 
and be done in his name; then will the Church, 
even in her weakness, stand forth in strength. 
(Rudelbach).—A servant of Christ will afford 
the world an opportunity not only to hear, but 
also to see, that which is instructive. The ex¬ 
ample of converted souls must give a visible 
form to that which the preached word has de¬ 
clared. The happy change wrought in new 
converts, will impress others seriously in propor¬ 
tion to its outward manifestations. Hence God 
here chose a cripple who was widely known, and 
still chooses at times a notoriously wicked man, 
in order to make manifest, as it were, in a tan¬ 
gible manner, the wonderfal power of his grace 
in Christ Jesus. (Apost. Past).— And they 
were filled with wonder ana amazement. 
—It was the immediate design, and also the ef¬ 
fect of miracles, when the Church was founded, 
to produce wonder and amazement and attract 
the multitude. They were means which God 
employed for calling the people together, in or¬ 
der to hear the Gospel concerning Christ (Apost 
Past).—God desires to have witnesses of his 
acts and wonderftil works.—Is the proverbial 
phrase; • Nil admirari , founded on sound and 
Christian principles? 

On thi whole section. —The grace of Christ re¬ 
vealed in our temporal afflictions: I. It denies inferi¬ 
or gifts which we desire; II. It bestows mors 
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precious gifts, which we do not expect; III. It 
opens an avenue to the most exalted blessings, 
which we do not deserve. (Florey).— In the name 
of Jews Christ, rise up and walk l For, I. It is 
high time to awake out of sleep [Rom. xiii. 11]; 
IL Christ himself grants the ability, through 
the Word and the Sacraments; III. By such a 
course alone will you be enabled to praise and 
thank God with confidence and joy. (Leonh. and 
8p.).— The healing of the lame man , an illustration 
of our conversion: I. As he was lame from his 
birth, so we are, from our birth, the servants of 
sin; IL As he was carried to the gate of the 
temple, in order to receive alms, so we were car¬ 
ried unto Baptism, in order to receive oelestial 
gifts ^ IIL As he was healed through Peter’s 
word concerning Christ, so our conversion is a 
work of God, wrought through the word of the 
prophets and apostles; IV. As he walked and 
praised God, after he had been healed, so a gen¬ 
uine Christian walk, and the joyful praise of 
God cannot precede, but must follow after true 
conversion, (ib.).— The Gentiles, viewed as mendi¬ 
cants at the gate of the temple: I. Their condition; 
IL The duties which we owe them. (Langb.Y.— 
The liberal alms [which we receive]: I. The 
Lord’s invitation, addressed to the Christian: 
Ask what I shall give thee [1 Kings iii. 4]; II. 
The happy experience of the Christian, that the 
Lord bestows exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think [Eph. iii. 20]. (Lisco.).— 
The blessed visit to the temple: I. The two devout 
spostles, on their way to the temple — what 
thoughts do they suggest ? II. The lame beg¬ 
gar at the gate of the temple—what “ happened 
unto him?” ver. 10. III. The joyful sacrifice 
of praise—how shall we participate in it ?— The 
detention on the way to the house of God\ or, Decline 
no task which God proposes: I. The design of the 
apostles to remain together and alone, is hindered 
—the cripple lies before them; they desire to 
repose and pray, but, behold, they are required 
to work and act; but, II. It was a blessed deten¬ 
tion ; the sacrifice of prayer was afterwards of¬ 


fered the more joyfhlly, both by the apostles, 
whose first act, performed in the name of Christ, 
had been successful, and by the lame man, who 
had, through them, obtained health of body, and 
spiritual treasures.— The most valuable possessions 
of our evangelical Church: I. “Silver and gold 
have I none.” The Son of man, too, was poor, 
and, since the age of the apostles, the spiritual 
wealth of the Church has always been propor¬ 
tioned to her poverty with respect to temporal 
possessions; II. “ But such as I have - - walk;” 
consequently, the name of Jesus, the apostolic 
word, and the means of salvation through Jesus 
—such are, and ever will continue to be, the 
most valuable possessions of our Church.— The 
narrative of the apostles and the beggar , a guide to 
Christians in caring for the poor: I. The senti¬ 
ments which naturally prompt us to oare for the 
poor; (a) the love of God: the apostles were on 
their way to His temple; ( b ) the love of our neigh¬ 
bor: they look with sympathy on the beggar. 
(Here both of the apostles may be introduced— 
the tender feelings of John ; the energetic action 
of Peter). II. The appropriate meanB employed 
in caring for the poor; these are not, preemi¬ 
nently, silver and gold; alms that are oarelessly 
bestowed, cost little, and avail little ; rather (a) 
personal and affectionate intercourse with the 
poor: Peter looked on him, and said: Look on 
us; (b) evangelical exhortations, counsel, and con¬ 
solations, derived from the word of God: “Such 
as I have - - - walk.” IIL The appropriate and 
enoouraging results; (a) bodily relief: he was 
able to stand and to walk; (5) spiritual blessings; 
he praised God.— The first miracle of the apostles— 
a guide for the Christian Church in the faithful 
discharge of her duties; I. Her extensive field 
of labor—among those whom temporal, and those 
whom spiritual poverty oppresses; II. Her gen¬ 
uine animating principle—the love of God, and 
of our neighbor; IIL Her inexhaustible spiritual 
treasure—the word of God with its vital power,, 
and the Holy Ghost with his gracious gifts. 


B. —PETBR’b TESTIMONY CONCERNING JESUS, DELIVERED IN THE PRESENCE OF THE PEOPLE. 

Chapter III. 11-26. 

11 *And as the lame man which was healed 1 held [But as the lame man held fast toj 
Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Sol- • 

12 omon’s, greatly wondering [full of wonder]. *And [But] when Peter saw if, he an¬ 
swered unto the people, Ye men of Israel [Ye Israelitish men], why marvel ye at thia 

t this man]^ or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or 
loliness 1 [godliness] we had made* this man to walk ? ♦The God of Abraham, and 
of Isaac, and of Jacob 4 , the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son [Servant] 
Jesus; whom ye *delivered*up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he 
14 was determined [after he had decided] to let him go [release him]. ♦But ye denied 
15 the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; *And 
killed the Prince [Author]* of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof 
16 we are witnesses. *And his name, through faith in his name, hath made this man 
strong, whom ye see and know: yea, [and] the faith which is [which wrought] by 
him hath given him this perfect soundness [this health] in the presence of you all. 
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17 *And now, brethren, I wot [know] that through [in] ignorance ye did it, as did also 

18 your rulers. *But those things, which God before had shewed by the month of all 
his [all the] prophets, that Christ [his Anointed] 7 should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. 

19 *Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when [in 
order that] the times of refreshing shall [may] come from the presence [fhce] of the 

20 Lord; *And he shall [And that he may] send Jesus Christ, which before was preach- 

21 ed [the Messiah Jesus who was appointed] 8 unto you; *Whom the heaven must re¬ 
ceive until the times of restitution of all things [times wherein all things will be re¬ 
stored], which God hath spoken by the mouth of all 9 [om. all] his holy prophets since 

22 the world began “[prophets from of old]. *For Moses truly u said [Moses has said] 
unto the fathers “[om. unto the fathers], A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up 
unto you of [out of] your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things 

23 whatsoever he shall [will] say unto you. * And it shall come to pass, that every soul, 

24 which will not hear that Prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people. *Yea, 
and [And] all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have 

25 spoken, have likewise foretold 18 of [om. of] these days. *Ye are the 14 children of the 
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abra- 

26 ham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. *Unto you first 
God, having raised up his Son Jesus 15 , sent [his Servant, sent] him to bless you, in 
turning every one of you from his iniquities. 

1 Ver. 11. The words tov iafiirroe ywAou [of text, rec.; tho authority not stated], were substituted in the text for airrtm, 
as an ecclesiastical lection [select portion of the Scripture] began at v«r. 11. [So Meyer.—Tho words are omitted by A. B. 
0. E. and Cod. Sin., all of which read simply a-urov ; Syr., Vulg., etc.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 12. &. In place of rfo«0«ia, several ancient versions read <£ovata, which seemed to derive support from dvrdpteu 

[ru<re/3_ translated holiness in the Engl. Bible, is uniformly rendered godliness in the 14 other places In which it occurs in 
the N. T.-Til] . 

* Ver. 12. b. The reading wf \pAw —raroiTprdrwv instead of «I*—iraroupcrfot [of text. rec. with the other uncial MSS. and 
Ood 8in.] is but feebly supported by MSS., [by DJ and is apparently a correction intended to add strength to the original. 

4 Ver. 18. a. Some MSS. have 6 8ebe ’A $p. <c. 9eb% ’la. kou 9cb* 'lax. [So Lachm. and Born, read, in accordance with A. 

C. D. Cod. Sin. Vulg., etc.; Alford adheres to tho text. rec. with B. (e sil) E., and rejects the other reading as a later M cor¬ 
rection to suit LXX. Exod. lit, 6, and Matt. xxii. 82 .”—Tb.] 

4 Ver. 13. b. piy [omitted, after vpeit in text. rec .] without a corresponding 81 [Winer, f 68. 2. el is sustained by impor¬ 
tant MSS. [by A. B. C. E. Cod. Sin 4 Syr. Vulg. ( quidem ) etc.— Til] 

* Ver. 15. [For Prince, the margin (Engl. offers Author ', from (Hheims, 1580, and) the Vulg. (auctorem ); the latter fa 
preferred by Alexander, Hackett, Owen, etc.—Ta.] 

7 Ver. 18. avrou, (not afrrov), after Xpurr6v, and not after t. wpofor »r [as in text, rec.] is the reading which Bengel had 
already adopted, and which, more recently, Lachm. and Tiach. recognise, in accordance with Important authorities. [B. C. 

D. E. Cod. Sin.; Vulg. etc. So also Alf.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 20. The reading wpoxeYcipiapirov is to be preferred to wpoxerimvypii'or [of the text. rec. with many minuscules]; 
the latter, the far more easy reading of the two, is not sustained by good authorities; wpotcextipur. is adopted by Bengal, 
Griesb. and recent editors. [In accordance with A. B. C. D. E. Cod. 8in.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 21. a. ru>y, instead of nar rwv of the t. rec. is adopted by Griesb., Lachm., [Alf.] etc., in accordance with weighty 

authorities [namely, A. B. C. D. and Cod. Bin. Vnlg.—“ vimav, borrowed from ver. 24, was intended to add strength to tha 
original.” (Meyer k- T *]... 

10 Ver. 21. b. The reading air* au^of [of text, rec.] should be retained as genuine; it is wanting only in a few authori¬ 
ties. [Omitted in D., but found in A. B. C. E. Cod. Sin. Vulg., etc.—Ta.] 

u Ver. 22. a. ptv without yap is far better sustained than piw yap , although the latter undoubtedly corresponds to tha 
logical connection. [piv, alone, in A. B. C. D. E. Cod. Sin.—Alf reads: Mm. pAw threw Sri .—Ta.] 

u Ver. 22. b. npbt rove waripac, in some MSS. before, in others, after threw, is a later addition, and, in accordance with 
high authorities, is cancelled by Lachm. and Tisch. [and by Alf.; found in few MSS^ omitted by A. B. C. Cod. Sin. Yiilg., 
etc.—Ta.] 

u Ver. 24. vpoicanjyyeiXay [of text, rec.] Is an attempted correction of the simple form xanjyyc iAof ; the latter is well 
sustained [by A. B. D. E. Cod. Sin., etc.—Ta.] 

14 Ver. 25. The article is omitted before viol in the text. rec. [with D.] but is sufficiently sustained. [By A. B. C. E. 
Cod. 8in.-Ta.l 

14 Ver 26. ’Iijaois after ovrev [of text. rec. with A. B.], is an addition, which is not sufficiently sustained in order to be 
admitted. [Omitted by C. D. E. Cod. Sin. Syr. Vulg., etc. Alf. says: “ All such additions, if at all the subject of varia¬ 
tions, are spurious.”—Ta.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Veb. 11. And as the lame man held [fast] 
to Peter and John. —Large numbers of per¬ 
sons, full of wonder, gathered around the two 
apostles, to whom the man that had been lame, 
continued to cling; Peter was both required and. 
enabled by this circumstance, to deliver an ad¬ 
dress to the people. It induoed him to explain 
the occurrence itself, and, in general to speak of 
Jesus. Luke employs the word hneKplvaro, as 
the address was virtually an anrwer to a question 
which the wondering glances and excited move¬ 
ments of the spectators seemed to direct to him. 
The precise locality of this assemblage of people 


and of the address, Is indicated by Luke; it was 
Solomon's porch in the court [called the great 
court , 2 Chron. iv. 9; vi. 18; Winer, Rcalw. art. 
Temple] ; this portico or colonnade was distin¬ 
guished from the others by bearing Solomon's 
name, inasmuch as it was a remnant of the ori¬ 
ginal temple built by him; it had esoaped the 
general destruction, of the building which Nebu- 
chadnezxar had ordered. The immediate cause, 
however, in consequence of which the people 
ran together nnto the apostles, .lay in the 
man himself; with a heart fall of gratitude and 
devotion, he had attached himself to them, 
seized them by the hand, and held them fast ; the 
latter is the clearly proved meaning of the 
phrase: upartHv nva, while it can by no means 
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be established on philological grounds that the 
phrase means: to hold to, to follow some one. 

Ver. 12. a. Peter’s address consists of two 
parts:—1. Instructions concerning the Author 
aad the purpose of the miracle, ver. 12-18; ‘it 
was not wrought by us, who are men, but by 
God; He purposed thereby to glorify his Servant 
Jesus, whom Israel had denied and killed, but 
whom God raised up.’ 2. An exhortation to repen¬ 
tance and conversion, in order that the sins of 
the Israelites might be forgiven, and that the 
blessing which all the promises had taught them 
to expect, might be imparted to them through 
Christ, ver. 19-26. 

b. Why marvel ye at this ?—Peter does 
not reprove the people simply for expressing 
neat astonishment, but for assuming that the 
healing of the man had been an independent act 
of the apostles, performed solely by them. For 
the wondering and steady gaze (arevl^ere) of the 
people, seemed to say: ‘Whatvast power resides 
in these men ( ISla dirva/uc)'.* Or—‘What holy 
men these must be, since God rewards them with 
such miraculous gifts!’ The latter thought 
would undoubtedly suggest that of “merit,” the 
word which Luther has employed in his ver¬ 
sion [for eva£j3cia]. Peter, therefore, denies that 
he and John possessed either such a physical 
power as the people imagined, or such a merito¬ 
rious ability of the soul.—The expression ug we- 
too}k6gi tov wepinarelv avr&v involves an inexact 
use of the genitive of the purpose [Winer : Or. N+ 
T., { 44, 4] ; literally: “as if we had done aught 
•o that he might walk.” [&rl roOrtp rendered by 
L in the version above, not as a neuter (this 
event), but as a masc. pron. (this man), with de 
Wette, Meyer, Alford, Hackett, eto.— Tr.] 

VaR. 18, 14. a. The God of Abraham - - - 
hath glorified hU Son [Servant] Jesus.— 
After the error has been exposed, the truth is 
set forth (as in ii. 16 ff.): ‘Not we have wrought 
the miracle; its author is God, the covenantal 


God of our fathers, and, indeed, of the original 
founders of our nation.’—The apoBtle refers, at 
the same time, to the author of the miracle, and to 
its design and significance. It was the design 
of this miracle to glorify Jesus, to exhibit him in 
his 66fa, and to teach men to see and confess his 
dignity and the power of his higher life, attained 
through the resurrection and ascension, as well 
as to demonstrate that in him dwelt the fulness 
of vital and saving power, the gracious exercise 
of which was designed for the benefit of mankind. 
—But what is the meaning of neug #eov when ap¬ 
plied to Jesus? The earlier interpreters, with¬ 
out specially dwelling on the point, assumed that 
the term was equivalent to vide &eov, with the sin¬ 
gle exception of Piscator, in the seventeenth cen¬ 
tury. Bengal explains the sense to be: Servant 
of God, as in Matt. xii. 18. And since Nitzsch 
has published the results of his investigations 
(in Stud. u. Kr. 1828, p. 831 ff.), all the recent 
interpreters agree that iralg #. means, not the 
Son, but the Servant of God. [8o Olsh., Stier (in 
J ted. d. Ap. ad loe. 2d ed.). Afford, Hackett, Ro¬ 
binson (in Lex. art., irdig, 2. c.), etc.; Alexander 
ascribes to the word a “dubious or double 
sense.”—Tm.]. Indeed, the term iralg is a standing 
predicate with Luke, being applied to Israel 
(Gosp. eh. L 64), and to David (Acts iv. 26, and 


Gosp. ch. L 69). In the present passage, as 
well as in ver. 26, below, and in iv. 27, 80, as also 

in Matt. xii. 18, it corresponds to jTJiT 

in Isaiah [ch. xl.—ch. lxvi.]. 

b. But ye denied. —Peter speaks unreser¬ 
vedly and emphatically of the sin which his 
hearers had committed against Jesus, so that he 
might lead them to repentance. Ye have—he 
says—delivered up Jesus, denied him before Pi¬ 
late, and even preferred, and interceded for a 
murderer, while ye killed Him. He showB that 
they advanced, step by step, in crime and guilt. 
He exhibits the sin of the people in a still 
stronger light, by means of antithetic proposi¬ 
tions. He, first, contrasts Israel with Pilate, the 
pagan: the latter pronounced the sentence that 
Jesus should be released [Luke xxiii. 16; John 
xix. 4]; the people, on the contrary, denied 
Him—their Messiah. He then contrasts Jesus 
with Barabbas : the latter was a murderer; Je¬ 
sus was not only innocent and holy, but even 
the Author and Giver of life; ‘yet you released 
the former, and killed Jesus.’ 

Ver. 16, 16. Peter here explains the manner 
in whic h Go d had glorified (ver. 13) his Servant 
Jesus: Whom God hath raised from the 
dead. —And, (he continues,) it is solely in the 
power of the name of Jesns, received in faith, 
that this man, once lame, has been made strong, 
and restored to health. We, the apostles, bear 
witness to that event—the raising up of Jesus; 
of the restoration of this man to health and 
strength, ye have yourselves all been eye-wit¬ 
nesses (airkvavri ndvrov vpuv). 

Ver. 17, 18.— And now, brethren. —After 
showing the necessity of a change bf mind and 
feeling on the part of his hearers, the apostle 
testifies, that both repentance and forgiveness 
are possible, in reference, first, to the sinner, 
ver. 17, and, secondly, to God, ver. 18. How¬ 
ever great the sin is, it may, nevertheless, be 
forgiven, sinoe it was committed in ignorance, 
both by the people, and by their rulers. And the 
apostle makes this declaration in the moBt sin¬ 
cere love—a love already revealed in the appel¬ 
lation brethren, which he here employs; com¬ 
pare with it the more formal Avdpeg 'lap., in ver. 
12.—In reference to God, the sin of Israel, con¬ 
sisting in the rejection and execution of the Mes¬ 
siah, may be forgiven in so far as it, at the same 
time, involved the fulfilment of the decree that 
the Messiah should suffer, which God had made 
from of old, and foretold through all the prophets. 

Ver. 19-21. Repent ye therefore. —The 
apostle states the conclusion which is to be 
drawn from the words which he had pronounced, 
and, in a direct appeal to his hearers, calls on 
them to turn back and ohange their minds; at 
the same time, he not only represents the blot¬ 
ting out of their sins as the result of such repen¬ 
tance (kgaXeup&Tjvcu, applied [as in Col. ii. 14] to- 
a document that is obliterated), but he also opens 
a still wider view before them, and exhibits a 
time of refreshment and blessedness, for which, 
too, they may hope. Of that tame God is .the au¬ 
thor and source (airb npogfarrov rov Kvpiov ); it com¬ 
mences with the return of Christ, whom heaven 
receives during the interval, but whom God will 
send personally {fueoortlXq, etc.); it consists of 
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all that which God had hitherto promised through 
the prophets (biroKaTaorhocuc, etc.). In bv del 
ovfxtubv dkfaa&ai the subject [or acc. before the 
inf.] is not bv, but ovpavdv, i. e. heaven mutt re¬ 
ceive him [as in the Engl. version], not, he must 
take possession of heaven (Luther), the latter not 
agreeing with the usus loquendi of [On 

the contrary, Bengel (Gnomon) holds that bv is 
the subject, and translates: Who must , etc.; he 
terms the construction here preferred by Lech- 
ler, and by many others, a “violenta interpreta¬ 
tion since it implies that heaven is greater than 
Christ, and since it is hostile to the grandeur of 
Christ, who is “above all heavens,” Eph. iv. 10, 
etc. So, also, Olsh. and Lange. Stier (Red. d. 
Ap. ad loc. 2d ed.) unequivocally adopts Bengel’s 
views, and rejects those which Lechler (whom he 
specially means) here prefers. Tyndale and 
Cranmer translated: who must receive heaven. 
(Alexander, ad loc.)-—' Tr.]. According to the 
established usus loquendi of anoKaracraois, it re¬ 
gularly denotes a restoration, or return of an 
earlier condition; see below, Doom, and Ethi¬ 
cal. 6.) [“ The before heaven —is supplied by the 
translators—without reason, etc.” (J. A. Alex.). 
—Tr.] 

Veb. 22-24. Moses said.— [Deut. xviii. 15, 
18, 19, combined with Gen. xvif 14]. The lan¬ 
guage in these verses is intended to develop more 
fully and to confirm all that Peter had intimated 
in ver. 21 concerning the word of prophecy. 
Moses—he says—has promised that a prophet 
shall come forth out of Israel, and has declared 
that they who do not unconditionally obey him, 
shall be cut off and destroyed; and the suc¬ 
ceeding prophets, beginning with Samuel, have all 
uttered predictions respecting these times. 

Vkr. 26,26. Te are the children, etc.—Pe¬ 
ter applies the whole to his own age and to the 
people before him, and presents two aspects of the 
case: first, the promise of the blessing [made to 
Abraham, Gen. xii. 8; xviii. 18; xxii. 18; to 
Isaac, Gen. xxvi. 4; to Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 14] 
belongs, as he declares, to his hearers; but, se¬ 
condly, on the condition that they fulfil the duty 
imposed upon them, of repenting and turning to 
God. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Those powers by whioh miracles were 
wrought, never resided inherently in any one of 
the children of God; here the apostles expressly 
guard their hearers against such a delusive 
thought; the exercise of such powers always de¬ 
pends on the might and free grace of God. The 
error which the apostles expose, is the assump¬ 
tion that the miracle proceeded originally either 
from a magic power (idia dirvapi^) or from moral 
merit (eixrk/leia). If even the Redeemer ascribed 
to the Father tne works which he did [“ which the 
Father hath given me to finish,'’ John v. 86], 
the apostles, still more emphatically, ascribe 
their miracles to God the Father. But even as 
the miracles wrought bv Jesus were designed to 
bear witness of him and glorify him (John v. 20, 
86; Matt. xL 6), so all the deeds which his dis¬ 
ciples performed by the grace and power of God, 
are designed to contribute to the honor of Christ, 
and to praise and magnify his name. (6 $e6$ — 
idd^aae-r-'Itjcovv). 


2. It is not simply an accommodation to the 
habits of thought and the mode of expression of 
Israel, when Peter says: “ The God of our fathers, 
of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, hath glorified 
Jesus those words, much rather, express the 
truth, that the God of Abraham, etc., is likewise 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Or, in 
other words, it is the same God who revealed 
himself to the fathers, and who now reveals 
himself to us through the Son; the new oovenant 
is founded on the old covenant, and the latter 
already points to Jesus Christ. 

8. The phraseology, according to whioh Jesus 
appears as 6 nalg deov, (that is, not a Servant of 
God, but “the Servant of God,” ver. 18, 26, in a 
preeminent and special sense), alludes to the 
prophecies of the Old Testament, particularly to 
Isai. xli. ff., and expresses a conception which 
refers, directly, to the Work of Jesus Christ alone, 
and not to his Person. Jesus, namely, is He 
through whom God executes or accomplishes ill 
that he has determined to do, and promised in 
his word; oomp. ver. 21, 24, 26; the blessing 
which God had promised to Abraham, and, 
through him, to the human race, is realised and 
bestowed through Christ; all that God has ever 
promised through the prophets, is fulfilled in 
Christ. This is truly a lofty conception. It also 
undoubtedly assigns a high rank to the Person 
of Christ, although lees directly, implying at least 
his intimate and peculiar union with God, even 
jf not his deity. 

4. With respect to the Person of Jesus, Peter 
describes Him as the Holy and Just One (ver. 14), 
that is, not merely guiltless, as contradistin¬ 
guished from Barabbas, the criminal, but in a 
positive sense, perfectly holy and just, as well in 
relation to God (&ytog), as in relation to men (&- 
Kaiog). And, doubtless, here, too, the definite 
article [rbv ayiov , etc.] is of weight, and has even 
a doctrinal significance; for it indicates a certain 
peculiarity not elsewhere found, and exalts Jesus, 
in a moral and religious respect, above the 
whole human race. To this view the title ad¬ 
mirably corresponds, which he receives in ver. 
16 , 6 apxnybq [“from hpxfi and fyovpat or dyu,” 
Wahl: Claws. — Tr.] nfr it contrasts 

him with the murderer, the* man who deprived 
others of life; Jesus, on the contrary, is the 
Author of life, opens the way to life, and is 
the Leader of those who seek life (primarily, in 
consequence of his resurrection). We are, there¬ 
fore, enabled to follow in the way in which he 
leads, inasmuch as he imparts eternal life and 
blessedness to those who believe in him; at the 
same time, he imparts, through faith in his 
name, a vital power to the body also, ver. 16. 

6. Repentance, and conversion or turning from 
the evil way, are the indispensable conditions of 
salvation, that is, the conditions on which, first, 
(ver. 19), the sins committed, and the guilt con¬ 
tracted by us, are forgiven and blotted out, and, 
secondly, (ver. 20, 26) participation in the prom¬ 
ised blessing and in the gracious gifts of God, is 
granted. The apostles by no means encourage 
the delusion that any one can acquire a claim to 
salvation by reason of his desoent from the peo¬ 
ple of God, without being personally prepared 
for it, and without rendering to God the obedi¬ 
ence of faith. Here, Peter demands, immedi- 
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ately after baring acknowledged his hearers to 
be children of the covenant or parties in it (ver. 
25), that they should turn away from sin and be 
ehanged in mind and spirit, if they desire to re¬ 
ceive the promised Abrahamio blessing which is 
now offered in Christ (ver. 26).—The application 
of these truths to Christendom is obvious. 

6. The words of the apostle present a grand 
and comprehensive view of the counsels and acts 
of God, and of the course of divine revelation, 
from the beginning to the end. All the promises 
that God made to Abraham, all the words that 
he spoke by the mouth of Moses concerning a 
Prophet who was yet to come, and all the predic¬ 
tions of Samuel and the prophets who succeeded 
him, essentially refer to Christ as their central 
point—to his sufferings (ver. 18)—to the blessing, 
given through him, and embracing the world 
(ver. 25)—and to a future restoration of all 
things (ver. 21). Jesus Christ, the Servant of 
God, whom he sent (ver. 26), has come, has suf- | 
fcred (ver. 18), but is now invisible, since heaven 
received him, until God shall send him again, 
namely, until he comes the second time from 
heaven (ver. 20 ff.). This future is desoribed 
(1) as tcaipol avmfogeog, seasons of refreshing 
(ver. 19), that is, as a time in whioh rest, peace 
and recreation will succeed the heat, the violence 
and the pressure of conflicts and sorrows. The 
tame time is described (2) as xpfooi ott OKaraardaeug 
(ver. 21)—this latter, objectively; the former, 
•objectively [the latter, descriptive of the object; 
the former, referring to the subjects or persons 
affected by the object.—T r.]. The usus loquendi 
•hows that these terms refer to a restoration. 
Bat what is it that shall be restored ? Baumgar- 
ten [Die Apostelgeschichte ] I. p. 80 replies: ‘Noth¬ 
ing else than the kingdom of Israel, the whole 
power and glory of the Israeli tic kingdom.’ 
8ooh a mode of interpretation, however, does 
not deduce the main point from the text, but at 
once inserts it in the text The words themselves 
do not suggest such a meaning, but convey one 
that is far more comprehensive, namely, the fol¬ 
lowing: ‘All that God has spoken by the mouth 
of his holy prophets, shall be restored, and be 
placed in its original order, and in that condition 
which God designed and promised.’ It may be 
added that this restoration is not to be under¬ 
stood as being exclusively a return of a condi¬ 
tion which had existed at a previous time, but 
rather as a renewal of all things, that will, part¬ 
ly be restorative in its operation, but also, in 
part, far transcend all that had ever existed. 
And we are the more fully authorized to adopt 
this interpretation, as the view presented by the 
apoctle does not embrace Israel alone, but com¬ 
prehends all mankind, and is uncircumscribed; 
the blessing that was promised to Abraham, is to 
be imparted to all the nations of the earth, ver. 
25. Even if he terms the Israelites the “child¬ 
ren of the covenant”, he does not refer to any 
exclusive privileges, or to a monopoly or partic¬ 
ularism, but only to priority in time. For 
ChriqJ was sent, not to Israel only, but to Israel 
Met, ver. 26. And this expression presupposes, 
and indirectly testifies that Christ and the bless¬ 
ing which is given in him, are appointed for the 
whiles also, although they occupy only the sec- 
and place. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vbr. 11. And as the lame man - held 

Peter and John. — The holy ties which unite 
awakened children of God and their spiritual fathers: 
by such ties, I. The awakened are strengthened; 
II. Their spiritual fathers are encouraged; III. 
The Church is edified; IV. The Lord is glorified. 

Ver. 12. Why marvel ye at this? or 
why look ye so earnestly on ns ?—A sol¬ 
emn question addressed to us by all the faithful 
servants of God, when we survey the wonderful 
works of God, for the purpose, I. Of guarding 
us (a) against a mere carnal wonder at the ex¬ 
ternal form of the events, and (5) against the 
error of estimating too highly the human agents, 
and their power and merit; II. Of directing our 
attention to (a) the Lord, who alone doeth won¬ 
ders (ver. 18, 16). (Admire Him, and do not idly 
wonder!); (b) ourselves, our guilt (ver. 18, 14), 
our duty (ver. 19), our salvation (ver. 20). — Not 
unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory ! [Ps. cxv. y. Such is the confession of all 
true servants of God. (Starke).—Men seek after 
new wonders, and are amazed; they forget those 
that are old, and do not rightly apply them. See 
Ps. cvi. 21, 22. (Quesn.).— The works of God can 
be distinctly seen only in the light of his word. 

Ver. 18. The God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, is also the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
the light which this truth casts, I. On the Old 
Covenant, as the type and foundation of the New; 
II. On the New Covenant, as the development 
and fulfilment of the Old. 

Ver. 18, 14. Ye denied Him! This sin is, since 
the resurrection of Jesus, the most heinous of all. 
(Apost. Past).—Peter had himself previously de¬ 
nied the Lord Jesus; but when his Saviour had 
forgiven him this sin, he had great boldness in 
rebuking those who also committed it Let 
faithftil pastors bear this in mind. (ib.). 

Ver. 15. Jesus, the Prince of life: as such, I. 
Denied and slain by the world; II. Raised up 
and glorified by God; III. Declared and mani¬ 
fested in the Church.—“Ye thought evil against 
me; but God meant it unto good.” Gen. 1. 20. 
These words, in their deepest sense, were ful¬ 
filled in Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
(Starke).—Men deal with the gifts and mercies 
which God bestows, as the Jews dealt with 
Christ; man can only destroy them; God alone 
can preserve or restore. (Quesn.).— Christ, the 
Holy One and the Just, in an absolute sense, not 
only, I. As compared with Barabbas, the murder¬ 
er, the representative of sinful men, but also, II. 
In the presence of his God and Father.—Christ 
the Holy One, also the Prince of life.— Why do 
the apostles of the Lord so emphatically declare 
themselves to be the witnesses of his resurrection f 
(Schleiermacher: Easter sermon): I. In refer¬ 
ence to themselves; they are conscious of their 
human infirmity, and gratefully praise the good¬ 
ness of their heavenly Father, who aids them in 
their weakness ; II. In reference to the Redeem¬ 
er; his resurrection expresses the judgment of 
God respecting the death which he had suffered, 
and is the evidence of his eternal spiritual pres¬ 
ence in the Church. 

Ver. 16. Through faith, etc.— The faith that 
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worketh miracles . The poet says: “A mira¬ 
cle—the fav’rite child of faith.” I. Faith per¬ 
forms the miracle (Peter and John); II. Faith 
experiences the miracle (the lame man, who is a 
believer, at least after the miracle is wrought, if 
not previously); III. Faith comprehends the mir¬ 
acle (the believing hearers). 

Ver. 17. Through ignorance ye did it. — 
(Christ on the cross; “ They know not what they 
ao,” [Lu. xxiii. 8£1. Paul to Timothy: “I did 
it ignorantly” [1 Tim. i. 18]). I. To whom may 
such words be applied ? Nott all! II. What is 
their purpose ? Not to farnish grounds for jus¬ 
tifying sinful acts.—Ignorance may lessen, but 
does not cancel guilt, since it may itself be the 
result of a guilty course of conduct. (Gerlach). 

Ver. 19. Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out. —These words, in which grace and pardon 
are offered to such great sinners, illustrate the 
importance of repentance in the most striking 
manner. History does not present a case in 
which pardon was offered under such circum¬ 
stances ; there can be no escape from ruin for 
those who do uot now accept it. (Starke).—The 
apostle tarnishes a noble model to those who de¬ 
sire to preach repentance in a truly apostolical 
manner. We may do injustice to the subject by say¬ 
ing either too little or too much. W e are always in¬ 
clined to proceed to extremes; hence, we either 
prematurely encourage men to hope for the for¬ 
giveness of their sins, or else, we demand, in too 
high a degree, the grace of holiness, before we 
give them an assurance of the pardon of their 
sins. The apostles teach us to observe a just 
medium. (Apost. Past.).—To repent or change 
the mind, and to be converted or turn to the way 
of peaoe, belong together, (ib.).— Behold how the 
Holy Spirit executes his fourfold office , in the die - 
course of Peter l The office, I. Of convincing of 
sin (ver. 18-15); II. Of instructing (ver. 13, 15, 
16, 18, 21-25); III. Of exhorting (ver. 19); IV. 
Of consoling (ver. 20, 26).—How well the apos¬ 
tles understood the method of exercising, in the 
most emphatic manner, their power to forgive 
sins! How successfully they exercised it, when 
they called on men to repent! (K. H. Rieger). 

The times of refreshing - - - from the 
presence of the 'Loud—The times of refreshing 
experienced by the repentant and believing : I. In the 
external relations of life, after sore afflictions; 
II. In the inner life, after the godly sorrow of 
the soul; III. In eternity, after the toils of this 
life.—We suffer from a painful feeling of oppres¬ 
sion, when we repent and behold the amount 
both of the evil which we have done, and of the 
good which we have left undone; but we revive 
when God reveals his meroy to us; Isai. lvii. 15- 
18.—When inward and outward temptations, like 
a scorching flame, threaten to consume us, the 
Lord appears, bringing relief to the soul; Gen. 
xviii. 1; Isai. xxxviii. 17.—At length an eternal 
time of refreshing will come, when we shall have 
entered that world, in which the heat can no 


longer consume us. Rev. vii. 16, 17. (Starke).— 
All true refreshing, whether in this life, or in the 
eternal world, must come from the presence of 
the Lord. (ib/). 

Ver. 21. The threefold restoration: I. It did oc¬ 
cur, when the way of salvation, under the new 
covenant, was opened; IL It does occur, when 
we are converted; III. It will occur, in the con¬ 
summation of the world. (A. F. Schmidt: Pre~ 
digtstud.). 

Ver. 22. Christ and Moses: the relation in 
which the latter stands to Christ, is like, L That 
of prophecy to the fulfilment; II. That of the 
law to the Gospel; III. That of a servant to the 
son, [Hebr. iii. 6, 6]. (Leonh. andSp.). 

Ver. 22-24. Christy a prophet; nevertheless, more 
than a prophet: I. He teaches the way of God in 
truth; yet he is himself the way to the Father; 

II. He prophesies: yet he is the great object and 
the end of all prophecy; IIL He is anointed with 
the Holy Spirit; yet he himself sends the Spirit, 
(ib.)— The prophet of the new covenant: I. Who is 
he ? II. What call did he receive t III. What 
duties do we owe to him ? (Langb.).— Christ , the 
heart and Ufe y I. Of the Scriptures; II. Of be¬ 
lievers; IIL Of the history of the world.—“All 
the promises of God in him are yea, and in him 
Amen.” [2 Cor. i. 20]. 

Ver. 2o, 26. Ye are the children of the prophets , 
and of the covenant! These are words that, I. Are 
full of promise; II. Impose a solemn responsi¬ 
bility.—In ver. 26, which recapitulates the prom¬ 
inent thoughts of the preceding discourse, Jesus 
appears as the true Isaac (the son of joy), the 
son of Abraham (the father of a multitude), who 
was himself the progenitor of the true Jacob = 
Israel (the struggling and conquering people of 
the Spirit). (Stier: Reden d. Ap.). 

Oh the whole section .—The threefold witness 
which Peter bears of Christ: I. In him all the mi¬ 
racles of God are combined, ver. 12-17; II. In 
him all men can find salvation, ver. 18-21; IIL 
In him all prophecy is fulfilled. (Lisco).— To the 
Lord alone be all the glory given! Peter unfolds 
and applies this thought, by directing attention, 
I. To his own and John’s powerlessness, ver. 11, 
12; II. To the sin of his hearers and the whole 
people, ver. 18-17; III. To the glorious testimony 
which God bore to Christ, ver. 18-24; IV. To 
that great salvation which was offered in Christ 
to all the people, ver. 25, 26. [The fulfilment of 
the prophecies of the Old Testament (ver. 18, 21,22- 
24]: I. The mode; (a) sometimes delayed (2 Pet. 
iii. 4, reasons); (b) often in an unexpected fora 
(Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah, John i. 46, 46); 
(c) always certain (difine attributes); IL The 
purpose; (a) to demonstrate the truth of revealed 
religion; (b) to oonfirm the faith and the hopes 
of the people of God; (c\ to glorify God in Christ; 

III. Lessons; (a) teaching us—to adore God de¬ 
voutly ; (A) to study the prophetio word diligent¬ 
ly; (c) to demonstrate the sincerity of our faith 
in God by our zeal in his service.—T r.] 
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C.—THB ARREST OF PETER AND JOHN, WHO ARB, HOWEVER, RELEASED, AFTER ENERGETICALLY VIN¬ 
DICATING THEMSELVES BEFORE THE GREAT COUNCIL. 

Chapter IV« 1-22. 

1 And as [Bat whilst] they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain 1 of 

2 the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them, *Being grieved that they taught the 

3 people, and preached through [in, lv] Jesus the resurrection from the dead.* ♦And 
they laid hands on them, and put them in hold unto [confined them until] the next 

4 day: for it was now [was already] eventide. *Howbeit [But, &] many of them 
winch [who] heard the word believed; and the number of the men was about five thou- 

5 sand. *And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes 

6 [in Jerusalem],* ♦And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexan¬ 
der, 4 and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest [were of high-priestly race], 

7 were gathered together at Jerusalem [ om. at J.*]. ♦And when they had set them in 
the midst,® they asked, By [In] what power, or by [in] what name, have ye done this ? 

8 ♦Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and 

9 elders of Israel, 6 *If we this day be examined of the [concerning a] good deed [benefit] 

' done to the impotent man [a diseased] man, by what means he is made whole [is 

10 saved]; *Be it known unto you all, ana to all the people of Israel, that by [in] the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, 

11 even by [in] him doth this man stand here before you whole [in health]. ♦This is 
the stone which was set at nought of [by] you builders, 7 which is become the head of 

12 the corner [corner-stone]. ♦Neither is there [And there is not] salvation in any 
other: for there is none 6 other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
most be saved. 

13 ♦ Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they 
were unlearned and ignorant [plain] men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge 

14 of [recognized] them, that they had been with Jesus. ♦And beholding the man which 

15 [who] was healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it. *But when 
they had commanded them to go aside [om. aside] out of the council, they conferred 

16 among themselves, ♦Saying, What shall we do* to [with] these men? for that indeed 
[om. indeed, idv] a notable miracle [well-known sign] hath bee* done by them is ma¬ 
il nifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it. ♦But that it spread 

no further among the people, let us straitly [earnestly] threaten 10 them, that they speak 

18 henceforth to no man in this name. *And they called them, and commanded them u 

19 not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. ♦But Peter and John answered 
' and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God [before God] to hearken 

20 unto you more than unto God, judge ye. *For we cannot but [cannot forbear to] 

21 speak the things which we have seen and heard. *So [But when they had further 
threatened them, they let them go, finding nothing [not finding] how they might pun¬ 
ish them, because of the people: for all men glorified God for that which was aone. 

22 *For the man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle of healing was shewed 
[done]. 

1 Ver. 1.—[The margin of the Enffi. 8. proposes ruler (Tyndale, Geneva) in place of captain ; or pa r^ybc, ** general, or 
captain,” Alex.; “commander,” Hack.; “captain, or prefect,” Owen.— Tr.1. 

* Vet. Z—rifv ex rar pmw [of text. rec.. with A. B. 0. B. Cod. Sin.] should be unconditionally preferred to tAv rexpAr; 
the latter reading is but feebly supported [ by D.l and is an imitation of the more usual phrase [ardor. rAv k.]. 

•Ver. 6.—The reading *v Iepovoahijfi is fully sustained by MSS. [A. B. D. E.], and had, therefore, been preferred by 
wiesb., Lachm., and Tiscn. to the preposition sty *I«p. [of text. rec.]. —[Bis, which Is the reading of Cod. Sin., is, according 
to AIL, “ a correction to suit« rvraxOyreu.” The Engl, version transfers at Jerusalem to the end of ver. 6, connecting ow 
with the reading tit. —Tn.1 

4 Ver. 4.—The nominatives ‘kvvat, etc. [in A* B. D. and Cod. Sin.] assume that [instead of the inf.] <rvi^xdi|<ray, found 
in one ancient M8. (D), had preceded, but the accusative [found in El, is more accurate. Lach. [but neither Tisch. nor 
Alt] inserts the nominatives. 

. * Ver. 7.—o> jukry, is sufficiently sustained [D. E.] in place of tv rtf m^ov, [of the text, rec.], which is adopted by La c h . 
[ry, which is found in A. B. Cod. Sin M is cancelled by Alf. as a later correction.— Tr.] 

• Ver. 8 .—fov *1 opa^X [of text, rec.] is cancelled by Lach. in accordance with two ancient minuscnle mss.; [cursive mu., 
the oldest of which are not earlier than the year 890. Rxuss: Grech, d. h. 8. N. T. 2 ded. $ 875]; it is, however, sup- 
ported by weighty authorities [D. but is wanting in A. B. Cod. Sin. Vulg.—Ta.] 

. ’Ver. 11.— oi*o&6pMv is, in accordance with tho beet MSS. [A. B. D. Cod. Sin.] and other authorities, to be preferred to 
***oofLovvmv of the text. rec. ; the latter [found in E.] is a correction to suit Ps. cxviii. 22, in the Greek translation [Sept.], 
•swell as Matt. xxi. 42. [So, too, Alt] 
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8 Ver. 12.—The reading ouM before yap is better supported than ovtc. which Meyer [with Alt] defends; ov64 [as Tiscb. 
and Winer (Or. N. T. \ 63, 3, yap) read] is also quite appropriate, in so far as it is an additional negative, distinct from tbs 
one which preceded. [ovM in A. B. Odd. Bin.; ovrt, of text. rec. in B.—Tb.] 

8 Ter. 16 j— vo.rprontv [of the text, rec.] is, with Oriesb^ Lach., and Tisch., to be preferred to vouprufur [adopted by 
Alt]; the latter form is not as well supported as the former; the subjunctive seemed better suited to the language of a de¬ 
liberative assembly. [iroirf<rop.€v, in B (e ail) D; trot^vw^uv in A. £. Cod. Sin.—T r.] 

10 Ter. 17.— aveiXiprtatuBa in text. rec. [Lach., Tisch., Alt]; the indie, fut.—odpeda, is sustained by only a few authorities 
[D. (corrected)], and is, without doubt, a correction to suit irotipro/m' of ver. 16, instead of the original subj. aor. [The text, 
rec. is sustained by A.B.(e sil) E. Cod 8in.l.—ds-eiAn is wanting in some minuscules, and has, therefore, been cancelled by 
Lach., but may have easily been dropped [by copyists] accidentally ["or omitted as unnecessary,” says Alt, who, with 
Tisch., retains it. It is found in E M most minuscules, etc., but is omitted in A. B. D. and Cod. Sin.—To.] 

u Ver. 18.— airroU after napqyytiXav, is ah addition found in but few authorities. [Inserted in the text rec.; omitted 
by Lach., Tisch., and Alt; Alt says that it is a “ common filling-up.” It is not found in A. B. D. E. Cod. 8in.—T e.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 1-3. The priests, and the captain 
of the temple, and the Saddncees, etc.— 
The measures which the hierarchy adopted in 
reference to the apostles, were executed by the 
officer (an Israelite and a priest) who command¬ 
ed the Levitical guard of the temple. [This 
guard, consisting of Levites, is frequently men¬ 
tioned by Josephus, and was probably command¬ 
ed by one of the high priests; see Winer; Realw. 
art. Tempely at the end, and comp. 1 Chron. ix. 
11: 2 Chroa. xxxi. 13.—Tr.]. Two different 
motives, acting in combination, influenced the 
priests and the Sadducees. The latter were in¬ 
dignant that the apostles, who bore witness to 
the resurrection of Jesus (ch. iii. 15), should 
thus support in general the doctrine of the re¬ 
surrection, which they denied [see Matt. xxii. 
28]; this offence they regarded as intolerable. 
The priests, on the other hand, considered it to 
be a grievous offence that the apostles should at¬ 
tempt to teach the people, without having been 
officially authorized by them; the act seemed to 
beran invasion of the privileges belonging to the 
Levitical priesthood. The motive which influ¬ 
enced the Sadducees is very obvious, but the 
present proceedings are not to be exclusively 
ascribed to it, and no allusion is made to it 
during the trial before He chief Council. [“The 
hold,” eif HjprjoiVy was, probably, the prison: 
oomp. ch. v. 18.—Tr.] 

Vbr. 4. Howbeit many of them, etc.—But 
while the rulers and representatives of Israel, 
who held the hierarchical power in their hands, 
manifested a spirit of opposition, and even re¬ 
sorted to violent measures by arresting the two 
apostles, the apoBtolical testimony had made a 
profound impression on a large number of un¬ 
prejudiced and disinterested hearers; these were 
entirely convinced, were conducted to faith, and 
were converted. It was not the event itself that 
had occurred (the miracle which they had wit¬ 
nessed), that induced them to believe; it had 
• created simply wonder and amazement, ch. iii. 
10 ff.; it was, rather, the word of the apostles, 

; their testimony concerning Christ, 6 /l oyog y which 
wrought faith in them. The apostolical efforts 
were so successful, that the multitude of the be¬ 
lievers was perceptibly increased. The number 
of men who now belonged to the Church, amount¬ 
ed to five thousand, while the females [who were 
soon afterwards, ch. v. 14, very numerous] were 
not counted with them. The addition, on the 
day of Pentecost, to the original members of the 
Church, had already amounted to three thousand 
souls, ch. ii. 41. We may easily infer that 
during the interval between that day and the 


present, which was, probably, not very brief, the 
Church had steadily gained in numbers [“the 
Lord added daily, etc.,” ii. 47]. At all events, 
the occurrence here described constitutes an 
epoch in the early history of the primitive 
Church. Now, as Christ is set for the fall of 
some, and the rising again of others [Luke ii. 
34], so, too, opposite effects were produced in 
the present case: the whole occurrence conduct¬ 
ed some to a positive decision, so that they 
became believers; the repugnance of others 
assumed the form of positive hostility. It was 
an occasion which led all to decide in their hearts 
either /or, or against Christ. 

Ver. 5, 6. And it came to pass on the 
morrow, etc.—On the next morning, the San¬ 
hedrin, the highest hierarchical tribunal, assem¬ 
bled, not having had time to hold a meeting on 
the previous day. It was three o’clock in the 
afternoon when Peter and John first saw the lame 
man (iii. 1), and, doubtless, some time had 
passed, before Peter began to address the peo¬ 
ple (iii. 8-11). It is possible that Luke has re¬ 
corded only the substance of the address itself^ 
which may have also occupied considerable time; 
it may have, accordingly, been not far from six 
o’clock in the evening, when the apostles were 
arrested. A formal and very full session of the 
Sanhedrin was, therefore, held the next morning. 
The three classes or orders of the members com¬ 
posing that body, are distinctly specified [the 
term rulera applying to the Sanhedrists general¬ 
ly, (de Wette)] : (1) High priests, (2) Elders of 
the people, and (8) Scribes. Several individuals 
belonging to the first order, are even mentioned 
by name, viz., the ex-high priest, Annas (called 
Ananus by Josephus), Caiaphas, the actual high 
priest, and son-in-law of the former, and also 
two other members of the family of the high 
priest, who are not otherwise known in history. 

Ver. 7. By what power - - - done this? 
—The point to which the examination of the 
apostles refers, is, not the language which they 
had employed when they addressed the peo¬ 
ple, but the miracle which had led to the subse¬ 
quent address (ctt oifoare tovtoV and it is this 
point to which Peter alludes in ver. 9 ff. The 
answer to the twofold question was expected to 
state, first, the power through which [qua vi, de 
Wette] the apostles had performed the act of heal¬ 
ing, and, then, the person ( bvopa) whom they had 
named, and to whom they had appealed for aid 
and support. 

Vbr. 8-12, a. Then Peter, fiUed, etc.—The 
following is the substance of the testimony of 
Peter:—(a) That he and John had performed an 
act which was a benefit ( evepyeerta ), not an injury, 
ver. 9; (5) That the poor and infirm man had, in 
truth been healed, been restored to health, and 
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been eared (<x iooorai, vycfr), of which the man, 
who was present, was himself the living witness; 
(c) That the power to heal and to save in this 
case, dwelt in Jesus Christ, the Crucified and 
Bisen One, ver. 10, 12; yea, (d) That all salva¬ 
tion was given solely and exclusively in Jesus 
Christ, and given, too, for mankind in general, 
as far as the heaven above extends, ver. 12. 

b. Ye rulers, etc.—Peter expressly recognizes 
the judges, personally, as the legitimate ancPau- 
thorized heads and representatives of the peo¬ 
ple of Israel (ver. 8), and implies that when he 
addresses them, he really addresses the entire 
nation; they are, as it were, the ear , as well as 
the mouth, of the people, ver. 10. They are the 
boilders [Ps. cxviiL 22; Matt. xxi. 42] who 
are called, authorized, and obliged by the duties 
of their office, to build up the house of God (oi/co- 
Ufiuvy ver. 11). But while Peter, in the most 
sincere and respectful manner, acknowledges the 
official character of the.Sanhedrists, he is equal¬ 
ly as candid and free in declaring that they had 
erred, seriously erred, and, indeed, grievously 
sinned. That stone which they had despised and 
rejected as .worthless, had, nevertheless, been 
chosen as the corner-stone, and had, indeed, be¬ 
come [ ycv6iuvoq ] the head of the oorner ; ver. 
11 [comp. hKpoyuviaJov in 1 Pet. ii. 6] ; they had 
crucified Him, whom God afterward raised up, 
and who is given to men as the only Mediator, 
through whom men can be saved. 

Van. 18, 14. Now when they saw - - - 
And beholding the man, etc.—The deport¬ 
ment and words of the apostles, combined with 
the fact that the miracle had been really wrought, 
exerted so powerful an influence, that the San- 
hedrists could not remain insensible to it. The 
xapfaota [boldness of speech], the unembar¬ 
rassed manner, and the perfect confidence, which 
characterized the defence made by the apostles 
when they stood forth, and, then, the unexpected 
circumstance that they spoke, not as the party 
accused, but proceeded to assume the position of 
a party that brought accusations and refuted er¬ 
rors, already created the greatest astonishment 
in the minds of the judges. The latter plainly 
saw that these two men derived no aid from the 
rabbinical learning acquired in the schools 
(ar/pdufiaToi nal idiurai [“ uneducated men and pri¬ 
vate individuals or laymen.”—J. A. Alex.l); be¬ 
sides, they gradually recollected that they had, at 
an earlier period, seen both of the men in the 
company of Jesus—a circumstance that had not 
at first attracted their attention. Their per¬ 
plexity reached its height when they saw the 
man who had been healed, standing at the side 
of the apostles (ver. 14); he had, doubtless been 
summoned by the officers of the Sanhedrin, with 
a view to extract condemnatory evidence from 
him; but all their expectations were disappoint¬ 
ed, when they saw him standing before them, 
not uttering a word, and yet furnishing by his 
▼ery posture incontestable evidence of the truth 
and reality of the miracle in question. 

Ver. 15,16. Bat when they had command¬ 
ed them to go aside, etc.—When the apostles, 
together with the man whom they had healed, had 
been temporarily dismissed, and the consultation 
commenced, the chief difficulty which the mem¬ 
bers of the council found in arriving at a de¬ 


cision, lay in their own toi11; they would not bow 
before the truth although it was apparent alike* 
to the understanding and the conscience, was ge¬ 
nerally known in the city, and was too well sup¬ 
ported to be denied even by themselves; a mi¬ 
racle had been wrought, but they would not be¬ 
lieve in Jesus. .They desired, on the contrary, 
to check the spreading of the truth concerning 
Christ, as well as the growth of His Church, by 
employing, as offensive weapons, all the powers 
deposited in their hands; and they desired to 
“hold back the truth in unrighteousness,” Rom. i. 
18 [Karixu, Germ. vers, aufhalten; see Robin¬ 
son’s Lex. art. «ar^w, 1. a. and b. —Ta.]. They 
were conscious that no divine nor human law 
would sanction the adoption of violent measures 
against the apostles; nevertheless, they were 
fully resolved that the matter should not spread 
further. At this point the highest authority of 
the people of Israel came to a decision, which, in 
view of the impulses from which it proceeded, 
produced the most serious results. This was the 
first occasion since the sufferings and crucifixion 
of Jesus, on which the chief magistrates of Is¬ 
rael were led to act officially in reference to the 
disciples of Jesus; but afterwards Israel con¬ 
tinued in the path which was now chosen. 

Ver. 17, 18. Let us straitly threaten 
them.—The immediate course of action which 
the council resolved to pursue, was the following; 
Nothing that belonged to the past, should be sub¬ 
jected to official animadversion, ver. 21; but, with 
respect to the future, a precautionary measure 
should be adopted. It consisted in sternly 
threatening them with punishment, as wjell as in 
forbidding them, in the strictest manner, to speak 
with a single individual on the subject of con¬ 
fessing Jesus (h tI Milan tov ’I rjaov) ver. 17 f. ; 
they were forbidden to utter a sound (/ it) <pd£yye- 
o&ai prjdk <h<54<7/cm»),jthat is, they should not, even 
in any private conversation, much less before a 
public assembly, speak or teach aught concern¬ 
ing Jesus. 

Ver. 19, 20. But Peter, etc.—The reply of 
Peter and John is manly and resolute; appeal¬ 
ing to the conscience and the judgment of the 
judges themselves, they ask the latter whether it 
would be right before God, if they, the apostles, 
should give heed to this human prohibition 
rather than to the command and will of God. 
Bengel says, with much truth: Non facile mun - 
due tanta pervereitale suae leges contra caueam Dei 
tuetur , ut naturalis mquitas etiam in intellectu plane 
obruatur. They even declare, with the utmost 
candor, that they cannot refrain from telling all 
that they had seen and heard. They cannot do 
otherwise than speak and testify, for they are 
impelled to pursue this course, alike by the love 
of Christ, which fills their hearts, and by the 
irresistible conviction; “Such is the will of 
God.” 

Ver. 21, 22. They let them go.—To the 
conscientious and bold declaration of the apostles, 
the Sanhedrin replied by uttering additional 
threats of punishment, which, however, they 
were deterred from executing, in consequence 
of the deep feeling produced among the people 
by the miracle, ver. 21. Still, their language 
intimated that severe conflicts were approach¬ 
ing; the actual commencement of the latter, and 
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the degree of bitterness with which they would 
be maintained by the enemies of the apostles, 
depended on the popular feeling. The sentiments 
which prevailed at this time, are accurately de¬ 
scribed in the words: Populus sanior, quam qui 
prsesunt. (Bengel). The actual infliction of a 
penalty would, possibly, not have been tolerated 
by public sentiment; the judges could discover 
no way, rb nog xoTidauvrai avroig, how they 
might punish the apostles, because of the 
people, etc. But they resolved that if they 
found, on any subsequent occasion, that the peo¬ 
ple themselves betrayed animosity or even simply 
a want of interest, they would inflict a decisive 
blow. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. It was not the act itself of healing the lame 
man, but the word, the doctrine which the act )ed 
the apostles to proclaim, especially the word con¬ 
cerning Jesus the Risen One, that awakened op¬ 
position, and engendered a persecuting spirit. 
The world is willing to endure moral lectures, 
and even abstract evangelical truth. But when 
Jesus Christ, personally, the Crucified and Risen 
One, is proclaimed, tha opposition of the natural 
heart is aroused. And yet all that is precious to 
the believing heart, is found in Christ personally. 
When the apostles preached Jesus, they also 
preached the resurrection from the dead, ver. 2. 
To preach Jesus, is to preach the righteousness 
and the graoe of God, or, rather, to preach all 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re¬ 
demption fl Cor. i. 80]. In Him and through 
Him, the believing heart, the reflecting mind, 
the awakened conscience, find all that man can 
need. 

2. The history of the persecutions of the 
Church, furnishes by no means the feeblest evi¬ 
dence that Christ lives and reigns . The present 

P ersecution of the two apostles is an illustration. 

heir faith was, undoubtedly, tried, strength¬ 
ened, and elevated in tone, by their arrest and the 
judicial proceedings which followed; but these 
events possess other, and still more striking fea¬ 
tures. The judicial investigation of the case 
tarnished Peter with an opportunity for deliver¬ 
ing, in a direct manner, his testimony concern¬ 
ing Jesus, as the sole Mediator of our salvation, 
in the presence of the highest tribunal in Israel. 
Such an opportunity he could not possibly have 
found under any other oircumstances; we have 
here the evidence that Christ reigns, and that all 
the evil devices of the enemies of his kingdom are 
so overruled, as to work together for good, to be¬ 
lievers and to his Church. The whole trial and 
its results tended to establish the truth; (see the 
following remarks). 

8. When Peter defended himself before the 
great Council, the special fact that he was filled 
with the Holy Ghost, ver. 9, was the fulfil¬ 
ment of an important promise of Jesus. On 
two different occasions, first, when the Twelve 
were sent forth, (Matt x. 19 f.; comp. Mark 
xiii. 11; Luke xii. 11 f.), and, again, in the es¬ 
chatological discourses (Luke xxi. 14 f.), Jesus 
had promised his disciples, that, whether they 
were examined by civil authorities, or in the 
synagogues of the Jews, the Holy Ghost would 


speak in them and through them; he directed 
them to entertain no anxiety respecting the 
defence which they should make on such occa¬ 
sions ; he even assured them that their adversaries 
would not be able to resist or reply to their wis¬ 
dom and eloquence, (Luke xxi. 15). The first 
fulfilment of these promises occurred on the 
present occasion. Not previously, but now, pre¬ 
cisely at the moment when such aid was indis¬ 
pensable (r<5re, ver. 8), Peter was “filled with 
the Holy Ghostthat is to say, the Holy Ghost, 
proceeding from the Father and the Son, who had, 
from the day of Pentecost, dwelt in him, as in 
the other disciples, was now poured out, in the 
fulness of power, into his mind and heart. He 
was thus enabled to vindicate himself, and to 
bear witness to Jesus, not only with a fearless, 
bold, and joyful spirit, (7r ap/rfaia, ver. 18), but 
also with wisdom, with propriety of language, 
and in the most impressive style. Both rrug and 
rl djroAoy#(T 7 <rtfe(Luke xii. 11) were given to the 
apostles; the Spirit enabled them to exhibit in 
their whole deportment, alike the wisdom of 
serpents, and the harmleBsness of doves. This 
is inspiration, demonstrated in the sentiments of 
the heart, in the thoughts, in the words, and ex¬ 
hibited, too, in a concise and appropriate style. 

4. We find a special proof of the inspira¬ 
tion of the Holy Ghost in the circumstance, 
that when Peter was examined respecting a cer¬ 
tain fact, he was enabled to state a fundamental 
truth like that of salvation in Jesus Christ alone; 
with so much clearness, openness, and fulness. 
Salvation (that is, deliverance, redemption and 
help, when the body and the soul are endan¬ 
gered, grace and the divine blessing in time and 
eternity), is in Jesus Christ, in him alone, in 
him for all. Such ib our Christian confession 
of faith; it is an evangelical, fundamental truth. 
It is here scarcely necessary to specify all the 
truths which this confession includes respect¬ 
ing the sinfulness of man, the Person of Jesus 
Christ himself, and the way of salvation. But 
we may call attention to the efficient proteo- 
tion which this fundamental principle affords 
against unevangelical sentiments, doctrines and 
conduct They mistake the truth, and deviate 
from the narrow way of salvation, who indeed 
receive Christ as a Saviour, but not as, exclu¬ 
sively the Saviour, the sole foundation of our 
salvation. On such false views Romish and 
other errors depend for support. He who has 
once stepped aside from the narrow way of the 
doctrine of salvation, may easily wander further 
and further from it 

5. That faith is not a subject depending 
on mathematical demonstration, or results pro¬ 
duced by processes of the understanding, but 
that it is a matter belonging to the heart and the 
will, appears from the results of the present ju¬ 
dicial proceedings. The man that had been 
healed stood forth in the presence of all as an 
unimpeachable witness, whose very appearance 
incontestably proclaimed the truth; no one at¬ 
tempted to deny that he had formerly been a help¬ 
less cripple, but was now restored'to health and 
vigor; neither was any one prepared to assert 
that this change or restoration to health had not 
been effected through the apostles, in the power 
of the name of Jesus. The character of the 
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went was obvious to the understanding even of 
the members of the Sanhedrin. And jet they 
resist, and attempt to check or suppress all men- 
tion of the name of Jesus. They will not believe; 
the heart refuses to yield; all men have not faith 
[2Thess. 111. 2]. 

6. As the rulers commanded the apostles 
to observe silence respecting Jesus, while Jesus 
himself had appointed the latter to be his wit¬ 
nesses (ch. i. 8), two duties seemed to oome in col¬ 
lision with each other. The rulers prohibit a 
certain course of action, and conscience [Rom. 
ziiL 5] requires obedience to the rulers; on the 
other hand, the divine call prescribes that course 
of action, and conscience demands obedience to 
a divine call. Can the apostles adopt any method 
of procedure, which will not involve a violation 
of conscience? They do not vacillate; they 
make a statement in unequivocal terms, and act 
in accordance with it, at the same time that their 
conduct is irreproachable, in a moral point of 
view, and, indeed, exemplary. They refuse to 
obey the constituted authorities, whose official 
character they themselves respect, solely on the 
ground that they owe unconditional obedience to 
God. They are compelled by a sense of duty to 
state unreservedly that they cannot comply with 
the demand of the rulers, since it would be pos¬ 
itively immoral, or, rather, morally impossible, 
to withhold their confession and testimony re¬ 
specting Jesus, ver. 20. (Comp. Rothe : Theol . 
Ethik , III. 357 f.: 975 ff.). But they simply de¬ 
cline to obey, and most carefully refrain from 
committing any act indicating opposition or 
virtual resistance; not a word, not a glance, be¬ 
trays a hostile purpose. We are rather led to 
believe, in view of all that the apostles uttered, 
that they would submit, without resistance, to 
any punishments which the rulers might be dis¬ 
posed to inflict.—One point, however, remains, 
which demands special notice. When the apostles 
appeared before the Sanhedrin, they were, un¬ 
doubtedly, governed by the voice of conscience, 
which, as they declared, would not permit them 
to be silent, ver. 20. But then, they were also 
governed by the will of God, who had com¬ 
manded them to speak, ver. 19. They refer 
here to the express command of Christ, found in 
ch. i. 8, that is to say, to a distinct and sure 
word of God. It indicates narrow or partial 
views, when language is used by writers solely 
in reference to the “individual’s own conscience,” 
and to “the independent, supporting power of 
the spirit within as a power that reposes on itself,” 
and when it is maintained that “for the objective 
authority, the apostles substituted the subjective 
authority of their own conviction, which was 
wrought by the Spirit.” (Baumgabten : Apos- 
tdg. L 90 f.) The conscience may err, and the 
controlling spirit may be an enthusiastic, fanat¬ 
ical spirit; but the plain and sure word or com¬ 
mandment of God conducts in the right way. 
It was that word which the apostles obeyed. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 1. And as they spake unto the peo¬ 
ple .—Let us be watchful and diligent, so that 
when the Lord sends us trials, we may be found 


in the path of duty. (Starke).— The priests— 
and the captain—and the Saddncees.— 
When Christ accomplishes a good work through 
his apostles, Satan also soon presents himself, 
attended by his apostles, who belong both to the 
laity and the clergy.—In any attempt to inflict 
an injury on true Christianity, Pharisaic priests 
are willing to avail themselves of the aid even of 
Herodians or Sadducees. Matt. xxiL 15, 16. 
(Starke).—Although the apostles are assailed 
by their enemies before they can conclude their 
discourse, the interruption is not permitted to 
occur, until they are enabled to proclaim and to 
apply the fundamental truths of the Gospel. The 
Lord, in his wisdom, can so direct the steps of 
his faithful servants, that each one is enabled to 
finish his course and complete his task, before 
the enemies of the truth can place an obstacle 
in his path. (Apost. Past.). 

Ver. 2. Being grieved that they taught 
the people. —The world cannot impede the 
work of God (the healing of the lame man), but 
combines to oppose His word.— And preached, 
etc.—The people of the world may be willing to 
receive the Gospel of Christ, if it be presented as 
a system of morals; but when they are invited to 
seek those invisible and eternal blessings, for 
which it teaches us to hope, they are ready to 
repel it with violence. (K. H. Rieger).—Pride, 
self-interest, and envy, teach men to hate the 
truth on account of its friends, and to hate its 
friends on account of the truth. (Starke). 

Ver. 3. And they laid hands on them, 
and pat them in hold. —Such is the experi¬ 
ence of the Gospel; it offers mercy to the world, 
and receives evil in return. Ps. cix. 6., (Starke). 
—This is the course adopted by the ungodly and 
hypocritical; they resort, not to arguments, but 
to violence and carnal weapons. Tib.).—When 
they have no arguments, they inflict dIows ; when 
they have no proofs, they produce fetters.—Tem¬ 
poral affliction is the lot of the preacher, but 
also the seal of the word. Jer. xx. 8. (Quesn.). 
—Blessed bonds! They restore many souls to 
liberty. Phil. i. 14. (ib.).—Here, in the Jiold, 
Peter found an opportunity to reflect on the words 
which he had once pronounced: “Lord, I am 
ready to go with thee—into prison.” [Luke xxii. 
33]; the time had come, of which his Master had 
spoken: “ Thou shalt follow me afterward.” [John 
xiii. 361. (EL H. Rieger).— It was now even¬ 
tide.—-Thus the night afforded them time for 
prayer, so that they might be strengthened by 
the power of Christ, when they should defend 
themselves on the next day. (Apost. Past.).— 
That defence which they made, plainly shows 
that, through the intervening night, they had 
become, not weaker, but stronger in faith. (Rie- 
£ er )‘ 

Ver. 4. Howbeit many - - - believed. — 
The truth may be oppressed, but it cannot be sup¬ 
pressed. Men may bind the preacher, but the 
word cannot be bound. [2 Tim. ii. 9], (Quesn.). 
— Shepherd* and their flock*, united more closely by 
common blessing* and trials: L God comforts the 
persecuted pastor, by increasing the flock; II. 
He establishes the flock in the faith, by impart¬ 
ing strength to the pastor. (From Starke).— 
About five thousand. —The fruits of the se¬ 
cond discourse of Peter were even more abun- 
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dant than those of the first (ch. ii. 41), because 
the speaker’s sufferings were more abundant 
(Starke). 

Yek. 6, 6. On the morrow - - - were 
gathered together. —The prisoner may enjoy 
great peace of mind, while they who are free 
from bonds, may be sorely distressed, in conse¬ 
quence of the bondage of their souls.—When an 
injury may be inflicted on Jesus and the Church, 
the ungodly are always ready to assemble; they 
are then willing to dispense with sleep and all 
other comforts. (Starke).— Rulers, elders, 
scribes. —The tribunal before which the apos¬ 
tles appeared, consisted of persons invested with 
power (rulers), possessing prudence and experi¬ 
ence (elders), and acquainted, as we might rea¬ 
sonably expect, with sound doctrine (scribes). 
With what diligence the Adversary combines all 
possible means for injuring the kingdom of 
Christ! (Apost. Past.). 

Ver. 7. By what power - - - have ye 
done this? —The enemies, who cannot deny 
the miracle itself, inquire only concerning its 
source. What a glorious proof of the truth and 
firm foundation of our Gospel! (Apost. Past.).— 
Those who are unwilling to obey the truth, often 
ask questions concerning subjects with which 
they are already acquainted, still hoping to find 
their course justified, but, at the same time, har¬ 
dening their hearts more and more. John ix. 27. 
(Starke.).—The world is willing to excuse the 
acts of the ungodly, but not those of an upright 
pastor and Christian. There were many sinners 
in Jerusalem who esoaped all punishment, but 
the apostles are imprisoned on account of a 
good deed, ver. 9. (ib.). 

Vkr. 8. Peter, filled with the Holy 
Ghost. —The predictions which the Lord ad¬ 
dressed to his chosen witnesses (Matt. x. 16 ff.), 
are here fulfilled: “They will deliver you up to 
the councils.” “It shall be given you in that 
same hour what ye shall speak.” “The Spirit 
of your Father speaketh in you.” “Be ye,” was 
his charge, “wise as serpents, and harmless as 
doves.”— The Holy Ghost ,, bearing witness , com¬ 
bining the wisdom of serpents and the harmless¬ 
ness of doves, the courage of the lion and the 
patience of the lamb—illustrated in the testi¬ 
mony delivered by Peter before the chief council, 
ver. 8-12. 

Ver. 10. Whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead. —The judgment of men 
(“He is guilty of death,” Matt. xxvi. 66), and the 
judgment of God (Jesus set forth as “ tne Prince 
of life,” ch. iii. 16). 

Ver. 11. This is the stone.— Christy the cor - 
ner-stone; set, I. For the fall; II. for the rising 
again of many [Luke ii. 84],— The divine Matter- 
builder and the human builders. —The new spirit¬ 
ual building stands before the rulers, five thou¬ 
sand living stones, built upon the living corner¬ 
stone; the true builders are the holy apostles 
and prophets, gathering together all men as 
stones, in order to build this eternal temple. 
[Eph. ii. 20; 1 Pet. ii. 5].- The apostle took a 
special, and, indeed, a personal, interest in the 
passage (Ps. cxviii. 22) to which he refers; his 
own name, Peter [Matt. xvi. 18], continually re¬ 
minded him of this stone. (Besser).—If, then, 
kings, princes, bishops, lords, holy, wise, pru¬ 


dent, wealthy, learned men, persecute the Gos¬ 
pel, should we wonder? Who else should do 
that work? If the Gospel must be persecuted, 
these are the proper agents, since they are the 
builders. And, indeed, they act offieially; their 
interest requires them to adopt such precautions, 
in order that their own building may not be rent 
or undermined. (Luther). 

* Ver. 12. Neither is there salvation in 
any other. —This is one of those passages that 
shine like the sun, shedding light on all parts of 
the Bible. Our fathers, accordingly, gave it, in 
conjunction with several other passages, the most 
prominent position in the Smalcald Articles, as 
the foundation of the chief article of that sound 
doctrine from which “we cannot recede in a sin¬ 
gle point, even if heaven and earth should fall, 
or aught else should happen.” (Besser). [Of the 
Confession of Faith, known as the Smalcald Ar¬ 
ticles, , written by Luther, and adopted in 1587, J. 
T. Muller says: “We may say that the adoption 
of these articles completed the Reformation, and 
was the definitive (absolute and final) declarar 
lion of the separation (of the signers) from Rome.” 
Symb. Bucher; Einleit ., p. lxxxiii. —*Tr.] 

No salvation in any other: this truth viewed, 

I. As the life and heart of all apostolical preach¬ 
ing; II. As the experience of every soul to which 
divine grace has been imparted; III. As the 
power which enables confessors of Jesus to defy 
death; IV. As the foundation which support* all 
the nffesionary labors of the Church. (Leonh. and 
Sp.).— The unchangeable testimony: No salvation in 
any other: behold, I. How God chose him as the 
corner-stone, ver. 11; II. How his word heals the 
sick, ver. 14; III. How his servants boldly con¬ 
fess him, ver. 18; IV. How even the silence of 
his enemies proclaims his power, ver. 14.— None 
other name.—It is that name which God com¬ 
mands men to honor. It is conveyed by the word 
to all the nations of the earth. He himself is 
not visibly present among us, but we hear him in 
his word. The name and the word will come to 
an end in the eternal world, and we shall then 
see the only-begotten Son “as he is”, as it is 
written in 1 John iii. 2; but we can only hear 
him in his word, and cannot see him, in this 
present world. We hear him when his Gospel is 
preached. The name of the only-begotten Son 
of God is all-powerful. It should fill every un¬ 
believing and ungodly creature with terror, and 
teach them that believe, to be glad and to leap for 
joy. (Acts x. 43). St Paul, indeed, says in 
Phil. ii. 10, “that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth.” When 
we pronounce the name of Jesus t we overcome 
the world, and put Satan to flight (Luther).— 
Whereby we must be saved.—This expres¬ 
sion of the apostle is a summary of Gospel doc¬ 
trine, presenting, I. The great promise: “ saved”; 

II. The great command: “we must” (From 
Stier.). 

Ver. 18. The boldness of Peter and 
John. —Happy are those teachers, whose hear¬ 
ers are deeply moved not only by their words, but 
also by the power of God, and whose boldness 
of faith imparts such life and vigor to their dis¬ 
courses, that the influence of the latter is felt 
long after they themselves have ceased to speak. 
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(Apost. Past.).—When Moses came down from 
Mount Sinai, his face shone with the majesty of 
the law [Ex. xxxiv. 29 f.]; the face of Peter, or 
of an evangelical preacher who descends from 
the pulpit, shines with the blessedness of the 
Gospel.— The true boldness of a witness of God: I. 
Its foundation: his own experimental knowledge 
of divine grace; the pure word of God which he 
proclaims; his exemplary walk in the ways of 
God; II. Its outward manifestation: in the pal- 
pit, by joyfully opening his mouth; in the world, 
by fearlessly bearing witness to the truth; un¬ 
der the cross, by peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost; IIL Its effects: it puts enemies to shame; 
it edifies the church; it glorifies the Lord.— The 
means by which the witnesses of Christ silence ene¬ 
mies and blasphemers: I. They joyfully continue to 
bear witness, ver. 13; II. They point to the 
fruits of their labors, ver. 14. (From Apost. 
Past.). — Took knowledge of them that 
they had been with Jesus. —What an honor¬ 
able badge of the true witnesses of Jesus! Our 
highest distinction is, not the tribute which the 
world may give, that we are well acquainted with 
the usages of society, but the spirit of Jesus, re¬ 
vealed in our whole deportment, and demonstra¬ 
ting to the world that we have been, and* con¬ 
tinue to be, with Jesus. (Apost. Past.). 

Van. 15. Commanded them to go aside 
out of the council. —The wisdom of God is 
excluded from the council-chamber, and folly 
presides at the board. For what results can we 
now look ? ( Gossn er). 

Via. 16. What shall we do to these 
men ? —Instead of saying to these men: Breth¬ 
ren, what shall we do that our souls may be sav¬ 
ed? they say of them: How shall we stop their 
mouths? So great is the blindness of the ungod¬ 
ly. (Starke).—The longer our repentance is de¬ 
layed, the more difficult the fulfilment of the du¬ 
ty is found to be. (Wolf). 

Ver. 17. But that it spread no further 
among the people. —The enemies of the truth 
concerning Jesus Christ can neither deny nor de- 
itroy it; but they attempt at least to erect bar¬ 
riers and walls, by which they hope to prevent 
its diffusion. (Apost* Past.). 

Ver. 18. Nor teach in the name of Jesus. 
—These enemies do not forbid the disciples to 
teach at all, or to perform any miracle whatever; 
the restriction applies only to the act of preach¬ 
ing the name of Jesus. The world can endure 
preaching and good works, but will not tolerate 
the name of Jesus, the preaching of the Crucified 
One, or the doctrine that he alone can save the 
souL (Apost. Past.). 

Ver. 19. Judge ye!— The appeal to reason and 
conscience w matters pertaining to divine truth: I. 
Such/an appeal is justified and required by our 
confidence (a) in the power of the truth itself, 
and (6) in that perception of the truth which we 
may ascribe even to its enemies; II. But reason 
and the conscience do not constitute the highest 
tribunal, for (a) such authority , over God’s word, 
was never given either to the enfeebled reason 
or the erring conscience of sinful man, and (6) 
history shows, in innumerable instances, that, in 
divine things, both judge blindly and unjustly, 
from the days of Annas and Caiaphas to our own 
age.— It it cur duty to hearken unto God more than 


unto men: I. It is, consequently, the duty of men 
to obey a human government, as far as its official 
claims extend, both in doing and in suffering, in¬ 
asmuch as the government bears the sword as the 
minister of God. “ Render unto Caesar the 
things which are Caesar’s” [Matt. xxii. 21]; but, 
II. It is our duty to obey God more than men; 
that is, in the first place, even when we obey 
men, we obey for God’s sake, fulfilling the divine 
command by respecting law and order; in the 
second place, when the commands of men come 
in conflict with the divine will, as made known 
not only by our erring conscience, ^“we cannot 
but speak”), but also by the unerring word of 
God (“the things which we have seen and 
heard’’), we refuse to obey men, for the sake of 
God. But we do not conspire in secret; we act 
openly and honestly, and say with Peter: “We 
cannot but—We do not contend with carnal 
weapons, but, like the apostles, take the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God; we do not 
act in an aggressive and revolutionary, but resist 
in a passive manner, and, with the apostles and 
martyrs, would much rather suffer wrong many 
times, than do wrong even once. Compare Lu¬ 
ther’s words pronounced before the Diet of Worms 
[15211: “Unless I am overpowered and con¬ 
vinced by the testimony of the Scriptures, or 
by other public, distinct, and obvious arguments 
and reasons, and unless I am thus fully satisfied 
respecting the passages of Scripture which I have 
hitherto adduced, insomuch that my conscience 
is taken captive by the word of God, I neither 
can nor will retract any thing, well knowing that 
it is neither safe nor advisable to do aught in op¬ 
position to the conscience. Here I stand. I 
cannot do otherwise. God help me! Amen.”— 
Our duty , to obey God more than men: I. The im¬ 
portance and necessity of this principle, in its 
influence both on the founding of the Church, 
and on her continued existence on earth; II. Its 
perfect consistency with that obedience to men 
which is necessary and beneficial. (Schleierm.).— 
Peter's saying: We must obey God more than men , 
a sharp sword, designed, I. Not for children as a 
toy, but, II. For men and heroes, to be used in 
the holy wars of the Lord.— Whether it be 
right - - - judge ye. —Fanatics have more than 
once hurled this apostolic saying like a fire¬ 
brand among men, and thus produced insurrec¬ 
tions and confusion. But when did Peter and 
John, or any other disciple of the Lord, take up 
arms against the chief Council? It is true that 
they .did assemble and lift up their hands, but not 
in opposition to the government; they lifted up 
their hands to the Lord, the God of heaven and 
earth, and prayed, ver. 24 ff. To refuse obedi¬ 
ence, when rulers command a wicked act—to 
prefer to be torn in pie.ces, rather than act 
against God’s express commandment, is a very 
different course from that of taking up arms, and 
enticing others to unite in insurrectionary move¬ 
ments. (Tholuck: Stund. chrisll. Andacht [Hours 
of Christian devotion]). 

Ver. 20. We cannot bnt - - - .—They can¬ 
not forbear, except on three conditions: That the 
world should not be filled with infirm persons; 
that Jesus Christ should not be the only Saviour 
of all the infirm; that they, the apostles them¬ 
selves, should not have been healed by him. (Bes- 
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ser).— We cannot but-seen and heard. 

—I. We gladly speak of the eternal power of 
God, which wisely and wonderfully rules and di¬ 
rects all things; II. We still more gladly speak 
of his pitying love, which sent the only-begotten 
Son into the world; IIL We most gladly proclaim 
our blessed experience of his grace, which fills 
the heart with peace and joy, ver. 18. (Lisco).— 
The Risen Saviour , demonstrating his power to his 
faithful disciples: I. He gives them, the words 
which they utter; II. Infuses his power into their 
hearts; III. Protects them in all their ways. (ib). 
—With the progress of Christianity, hatred in¬ 
creases; next, sufferings increase; then help in¬ 
creases; finally, power increases. (Florey).— 
The perseverance of the enemies, and of the friends of 
the Lord: I. Of his enemies: they cannot refute 
his word, and yet oppose it; they cannot over¬ 
come his power, and yet resist it; they cannot 
deny the blessings which he imparts, and yet re¬ 
ject him; II. Of his friends: the world ques¬ 
tions their faith, but they are firmly established 
on the word of the Lord; the world rejects their 
faith, but they boldly confess it, obeying the 
Lord; the world persecutes their faith, but they 
patiently endure, loving the Lord. (id.). 

Ver. 21, 22. They let them go, etc., (with 
a summary of the whole.). The conflict of the 
Gospel with the world: I. How does it originate? 


II. What weapons shall the defenders of the Gos¬ 
pel employ ? III. What is, in the counsel of God, 
its ultimate purpose, in reference to these de¬ 
fenders, and to the kingdom of Christ in general? 
(Rudelbach ).—Peter and John, examined before the 
great Council: an image, I. Of the suffering; IL 
Of the witnessing; III. Of the triumphant Church. 
(From Leonh. and Sp .).—The four sources of the 
evidences of revealed religion: I. Miracles (the lame 
man); II. Prophecy, and the Scriptures (ver. 11); 

III. History (ver. 21); IV. Religious experience 
(ver. 18). (Ad. Schmidt, Predigtst.).—Jesus Christ, 
demonstrating in ha members, that he lives and is m- 
vincible: before the tribunals, I. Of the govern¬ 
ment; II. Of the wisdom of the world; IIL Of 
history; IV. Of the conscience. (Albert Knapp). 
—Boldness m confessing the name of Jesus: L Its 
foundation; II. Its manifestations; HI. Its effects. 
(Langbein ).—The apostles in the presence of the 
great Council, faithful and triumphant witnesses of 
the truth (Matt. x. 16 if.): I. Before the exami¬ 
nation, ver. 1-4; IL At the examination, ver. 6- 
18; III. After the examination, ver. 19-22.— Je¬ 
sus Christ , the Exalted One , ruling in the midst of 
his enemies: I. They cannot suppress his word; 
II. They cannot deny his work; HI. They can¬ 
not intimidate his servants; IV. They cannot 
hinder the progress of his kingdom. 


D.—THE CHURCH ENCOURAGED AND STRENGTHENED IN THE FAITH IN CONSEQUENCE OF THESE STOTTS* 
THE ONBNIS8 OF SPIRIT AND BROTHERLY LOVE OF THE BELIEVER8. * 

Chapter IV. 28-87. 

23 And [But] being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the* 

24 chief priests and elders had said unto them. *And when they heard that, they lifted 
up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which [Lord, 

25 thou who 1 ] hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is; *Who 
by the mouth of thy servant* David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the peo- 

26 pie imagine vain things? *The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were ga- 

27 thered together against the Lord, and against his Christ [Anointed 1]. ♦For of a truth 
against thy holy child [Servant, (as in iii. 13)] Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both [cm. 
both] Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people [peoples, of 

28 Israel, were gathered together [in this city],* *For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy 
counsel determined before to he done [before, that it should come to pass, ysviefrat]. 

29 *And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants’ that with 

30 all boldness they may speak thy word, *By stretching [In that thou stretchest] forth 
thine hand to heal [for healing]; and that signs and wonders may he done by the 

31 name of thy holy child [Servant] Jesus. *And when they had prayed, the place was 
shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they spake the word of Goa with boldness. 

32 *And the multitude of them that believed [of the believers] were of one [were 
one] heart and of one [om, of one] soul: neither said any of them [and not one 
said] that aught of the things which he possessed was his own; hut they had all things 

33 common [but all things were common to them]. *And with great power gave the 
apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Je-#us: and grqat grace was upon them 

34 all. *[For, ydp] Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were 
possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things 'that were 
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35 sold, *And laid them down at the apostles 1 feet: and distribution was made unto every 

36 man according as he had need. *And Joses [Joseph], 4 who by 6 the apostles was sur- 
named Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The [A] son of consolation,) a Levite, 

37 and of the country of Cyprus [born in Cyprus], ^Having land, sold it , and brought 
the money, and laid it at the apostles 1 feet. 


1 Ter. 24.—Aurora, <n> 6 irotijraf. *0 fax between <rv and o woija. is wanting in important MSS. [A. B. God. Sin. Vulg. 
etc.], and seems to be one of the many interpolations, by which the simple prayer was supposed to gain in beauty. [Alford 
retains the reading of the text, rtc* —Tr.1 

* Ter. 25. —& Stik ot6(jmt oc AavlS wat&6* crov many of the varim lectionet (of which the most important are: 6 id 

mvpam ayiov, and, row warp&t jffiitv), appear to be interpolations, intended to improve the original. [Alford says: u The 
text of this verse to in a very confused state. I have kept to that of the oldest MSS., adopted also by Lachmann.” He 
reads thus: 6 row warpbf i fftmr 3*A irrev/tcntx aytow ord^aror Aavii wai66% aov eirtor, with A. B. E. and Cod. Sin.— 6ul to In- 
serted by D. before r. cnr 6ft.. Tisch. reads: b 3to. ar6fi. A. w. aw eiirww, omitting all the rest, in the ed. of 1849 .—Tr.1 

* Ter. 27.— iv r» irdAet ravrg; this reading [after in* aAijtf.l is undoubtedly genuine, according to external testimony, 
and there to not sufficient internal evidence to justify the conclusion that it is merely a gloss. [Omitted in text rec., on au¬ 
thority not stated, but found in A. B, D. E. Cod. Sin. Vulg., and nearly all the versions, and inserted by Lach., Tisch. and 

ittr-Tl.] 

* Ter. 30. a.—The most important MSS. and ancient versions read: luxnrft [A. B, D. E. Cod. 8in., Syr-Vulg., etc.]; that 
the reading 'Imaift, which is less strongly supported, is merely a correction to suit ch. i. 23 [Meyer], is only an unsupported 
opinion. [Lack, Tisch., and Alt read ItaaTfp. —Tr.] 

* Ver. 38. b .—awb rww atroor.; this reading )s somewhat more strongly supported [by A.B. E.] than irr6 t and would 
scarcely have been introduced, if vr6, which is, grammatically, the easier form, had been originally employed, [dvb in A. 
B. E. Cod. StoL, and adopted by Lach., Tisch., and Alt— i>v6, of text. rec. in D., and retained by Alt—T r.] 


EXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vkb. 28.—They went to their own com¬ 
pany. —When the apostles were dismissed from 
the council-chamber of the Sanhedrin, where 
none but watchful and threatening enemies sur¬ 
rounded them, they proceeded ir pdf rove \6Uwq. 
Who were these persons? Our first impression 
would be, that they were the believers, the dis¬ 
ciples of Jesns, and this is the opinion of Kui- 
noel and Baumgarten. The interpretation of 
Olshausen, according to which the respective 
household friends of the apostles are meant, too 
greatly restricts the meaning of the term, and is 
supported by no other passage. [Olshausen 
sajB: 44 the church in the house (ffatugemeine), 
those with whom the apostles were accustomed to 
unite in prayer,” and refers to ch. xii. 12.— Tb.] 
The opinion of Beza, and, more recently, of Mey- 
tr and de Wette, who restrict the meaning of the 
term to the group of the apostles, is not sustained 
either by ver. 82 (in which the ruv irtorev- 

a6vruv is contradistinguished from the l&ot), or 
by ver. 81, in which all that were assembled, are 
said to have spoken the word of God. The latter 
act is not identical with that of bearing witness 
to Christ in a public, didactic manner (comp. 
v«r. 88); for XaXeJv [ver. 81] describes the free¬ 
dom of a conversation, not the solemnity of an 
•ddress, and could therefore be applied with per¬ 
fect consistency to the language of all the be¬ 
lievers. And with respect to ver. 82, it oannot 
possibly have been the case that all the believers 
who Were in Jerusalem, and whose number, ac¬ 
cording to ver. 4, amounted to five thousand 
men, were assembled in that place. The apos¬ 
tles, accordingly, proceeded to the company of 
the believers, or to the Christian congregation 
(including, of course, their fellow-apostles, al¬ 
though we oannot assume that the whole number 
of the Christians, who already constituted a vast 
multitude, could have been present). Here, at 
length, the two apostles knew that they were 
•meng friends; the members of the Church had, 
■storally, felt the deepest sympathy, and con¬ 
tinually offered fervent prayer in their behalf; 
*hey were now entitled to reoeive a full report of 
til that had occurred. 


Veb. 24. a. They lifted up their voice.— 
When the apostles had, accordingly, communi¬ 
cated, not that which they themselves had said 
and done, but that which the rulers and repre¬ 
sentatives of the people of God had spoken in 
an imperious and minatory manner, their hearers 
unitedly poured forth their feelings in a prayer. 
In what manner was this done ? Bengel and 
others suppose that Peter pronounced the words, 
and that these were repeated by the company; 
but this view does not agree with the statement 
that Peter and John had made their report, and 
that the others, after listening to the recital, 
offered prayer (ol <5$ tucohaavree — elrrov). Baum¬ 
garten conjectures that the whole congregation 
sung the second Psalm [quoted in ver. 25,26], after 
which Peter applied it to the present conjuncture, 
using the words here recorded. But the objec¬ 
tion just made, applies to this interpretation 
also; besides, the words of the Psalm and those 
of the application are interwoven, so that the 
text before us does not make the distinction 
which BaumgartOn’s interpretation presupposes. 
Meyer escapes this difficulty by assuming that 
ver. 24-80 present an established formula of 
prayer, which had been previously composed, 
under the influence of the Holy Ghost, while 
the impressions made by the sufferings of Christ 
were still recent; this formula, he adds, was 
now repeated by the assembled apostles (see 
above, Exxg. note on ver. 28) with one heart and 
one voice. But even if we do not insist on the 
circumstance that the recitation of a form of 
prayer from memory, is inconsistent with the 
present situation, that is, the vigorous, orig¬ 
inal, spiritual life of the church, other con¬ 
siderations show distinctly that the origin of this 
prayer must be assigned to this precise time; 
there are, namely, special allusions to the present 
case (ver. 29 f. aire&dg, irafyfaoiav, laaiv etc.). If 
we assume that one of the other apostles pro¬ 
nounced the prayer, and that all who were 
present, united, in part audibly, (for instance, 
when the words of the Psalm occurred, ver. 25,) 
we shall, doubtless, do full justioe to the words 
of Luke, inasmuch as he, not rarely, ascribes 
language to several persons, which could have 
been uttered only by ene of their number, e. g. 
ch. iv. 19; v. 29, eto. 
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b. Lord, which [thou who] hast made.— 
This is the first Christian church-prayer with 
which we are acquainted, and claims special con¬ 
sideration. A close inspection shows, (a) that 
this prayer was dictated by a deep feeling of 
distress and danger; “this beautiful flower, too, 
grew under the cross(M that this prayer, 
dictated by the distress of tne present moment, 
beseeches the Almighty to regard the threatenings 
of enemies (that their counsel and will might not 
be fulfilled), and to grant grace and support to 
the servants of God in their words and acts. (so 
that the kingdom of God might come). (e) 
The ground of the confidence of these afflicted 
men, and, indeed, that on which they offer prayer, 
is, first, the almighty power of God, the Creator 
of heaven and earth; secondly, the consoling 
word and promise of God (Ps. ii. 1, 2, quoted 
strictly according to the text of the LXX.J, the 
fulfilment of which had already been seen in the 
sufferings (and the resurrection) of Jesus. 

Ver. 26-28. By the mouth cf - - - David.— 
The second Psalm, which, as it is well known, 
is without a title, is, in accordance with the 
common view, ascribed to David. The raging 

of the DAS (fpvdoou, originally descriptive of 

the wild snorting of spirited or intractable horses,) 
which the Psalm mentions, is referred, in the pray¬ 
er, to the hostile conduct of the pagan Romans; 
the termip^ovref, ver.26, specially designates Pon¬ 
tius Pilate, ver. 27; %aoi in the Psalm) 

is referred to Israel [the plural, in allusion to 
the twelve tribes, (Meyer)], and the phrase 
paotfaic r. y. is applied to Herod [Antipas, men¬ 
tioned, 6. g. in Matt. xiv. 1; Luke iii. 1; xxiiL 
7 .—Tr.] 

Ver. 29,80. Behold their threatenings.— 
The words of the prayer, bride kirl rdf hneiXaq av- 
rwv refer to the immediate danger in which the 
believers were involved. The threats of the San¬ 
hedrin, ver. 17, 21, were like a sword suspended 
over the heads of the apostles. In view of the 
danger, they beseech God to behold —to restrain 
their enemies, and to protect his people. If this 
petition may be said to be negative in its char¬ 
acter, the positive blessing for which they ask, 
is a bold and joyful spirit in proclaiming the 
word of God. And when they ask, in addition, 
for power to perform signs and miracles of 
healing in the name of Jesus, they again re¬ 
fer to the most recent events, the healing of the 
lame man, and their immediate necessities. For 
the gifts which these men specially need in 
that moment, are, first, the power to proclaim the 
word with courage and joy, and secondly, the 
power to help and to heal, as evidences that the 
omnipotent God is with them. 

Ver. 81. The plaoo was shaken. —When 
the place in which the congregation was assem¬ 
bled, was shaken, and when they themselves were 
filled with the Holy Ghost, their prayer received 
an immediate and direct answer—these events 
were the Amen of their petition. The connection 
shows that this ehaking of the place, was not a 
natural or merely accidental occurrence (as Hein¬ 
richs and Kuinoel suppose), but a miraculous 
and direct act of God. Bengel views this trem¬ 
bling of the place as a symbol of the commotions 


which were at hand, and which the Gospel would 
produce in every direction, while Baumgarten 
see8 in it a sign that the will of God is able to 
oontrol all visible objects. We may, in general, 
regard it both as a sign of the omnipotence of 
God, to which, indeed, the men who prayed, had 
appealed, and on which they relied, ver. 24, and 
also as an accompanying external sign of the in¬ 
ternal and invisible influences of the Spirit. 
The believers had referred to the future, when 
they prayed that the apostles might appear 
with boldness in the presence of unbelievers 
and enemies; but God; who does exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think [Eph. 
iii. 20], answered their prayer immediately, even 
while none but friends were present, as an earnest 
and pledge of future mercies. 

Ver. 82-85. a. And the multitude of them 
that believed. —This first attempt of the ene¬ 
mies of the Church of Christ to overthrow it, which 
was defeated by the protection and grace of God, 
constitutes an epoch in its history; the believers 
enjoyed a temporary repose. And here Luke 
pauses, in order to describe the condition of the 
entire Church row nurrevadvruv). His 

statement presents four of the prominent fea¬ 
tures : (a) The apostles gave witness of the res¬ 
urrection of Jesus, with great power—a proof 
that God continued to fulfil the petition recorded 
in ver. 29. The apostles, far from being intim¬ 
idated by the threatenings of the rulers, publicly 
delivered their testimony concerning Jesus and 
his resurrection with increased courage and 
power. (6) Great grace was upon them all, that is, 
not the apostles only, but all the believers. The 
word x&P l S does not here [as in ii. 47] denote 
favor with the people (Olsn. and others); there 
is nothing in the passage itself which would sug¬ 
gest such an interpretation; it denotes the graee 
and benevolence of God [Alf. Hack.] for Christ's 
sake, in which every individual (eni ndvrac) 
shared, (c) The union of hearts of the Christians, 
their brotherly love and perfect harmony in sen¬ 
timent and thought {fj k apSla koI j) f ^ a )— a 

circumstance which was the more remarkable, 
as the number of the members had already 
greatly increased (ir?J/$oe ruv irurr.). 

b. They had all things common. — The 
fourth feature is (d) the community of goods; 
comp. ch. ii. 44 ff. In this Luke finds an ex¬ 
pression of fraternal union, ver. 82, on the one 
hand, and on the other, an evidence of the grace 
of God, ver. 84 (yap) [omitted in the Engl. vers.; 
“ Neither was there snould have been— For there 
was not. 11 (J. A. Alex.) Tr.]. It is hence 
evident that Luke designs to represent this 
community of goods, not as a measure de¬ 
manded by any law or authority, but as a 
course of action which individuals adopted vol¬ 
untarily ; and this view is confirmed by the illus¬ 
trative case of Joseph Barnabas, to which Luke 
specially calls attention.—But does this descrip¬ 
tion of the community of goods imply that a 
general custom, admitting of no exceptions, pre¬ 
vailed, so that every individual (not indeed, com¬ 
pelled by a law, but in a voluntary manner) sold 
all his real estate, and placed the proceeds at 
the disposal of the Church ? The words before 
us do not suggest an affirmative answer to this 
question. If, according to ver. 82, not one de- 
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cf fed that any of the things which he possessed 
was his own ( IXeyev iStov elvat ), this language 
unquestionably implies that his proprietorship re¬ 
mained undisturbed; hoe ipsoprseeupponitttr, pro- 
priftatan possessions non plane fuisse deletam. 
(Bengel). The owner did not retain possession 
of his property in a selfish spirit, allowing none 
to derive benefit from it; on the contrary, they 
had navra kdcv6 — all things were so employed as 
to supply the wants of all. When Luke con¬ 
tinues his description of the action of the Chris¬ 
tians, rer. 34, 85, the main feature is evidently 
the provision which was made for the needy; 
the work was performed with so much liberality 
and success, that no one suffered, ver. 84; the 
wants of every individual were supplied, ver. 85. 
T)tis result was due to the sale of property on 
the part of all the members of the church (baoi) 
who were owners of lands or houses; the iunds 
which were thus obtained, were laid at the feet 
of the apostles (who sat when they taught), that 
ia to say, the funds were intrusted to them as 
the almoners of the church. We are certainly 
authorised by the literal import of the passage 
to assume that all the owners of real estate, who 
belonged to the church, sold property, but not 
that they sold all the real estate of which 
they were the possessors. Each one con¬ 
tributed a certain portion, but it is not said here 
that each one disposed of his whole property; we 
are not even distinctly told that a single individ¬ 
ual relinquished ail that he owned. This pas¬ 
sage, accordingly, can by no means be so inter¬ 
preted, as to lead legitimately to the conclusion 
that it was the universal custom of the members 
(voluntarily observed, indeed, but still not ne¬ 
glected in a single case) to surrender the whole 
amount of their real estate for the benefit of 
poor members. Indeed, the special case which 
is now adduced, leads to the opposite conclusion. 

Vva. 36, 37. Joseph or Joses [the latter on¬ 
ly another form of the name Joseph (Hebzoo: 
Real-Enc. vii. 38)] received from the apostles 

the surname of Barnabas, *13 > that 

if, son of prophetic discourse , or, exhortation [“liter¬ 
ally, uldf icqotyreiac; he was counted among the 
prophets, oh. xiii. 1; but wpo^. includes 
an edifying discourse, ch. xiii. 15; 1 Cor. xiv. 3, 
thus authorizing the translation in the text.” 
(de Wette). See below, xi. 22. b.— Tb.1 ; he was 
born in tie island of Cyprus, and belonged to 
the tribe of Levi. He, too, sold a piece of ground 
which he possessed, and laid the money which he 
had obtained, at the apostles’ feet. He is the 
well-known Barnabas, who is afterwards fre¬ 
quently mentioned as an associate of the apoBtle 
Paul [e. g. xiii. 2]. That he was a Levite, is a 
remarkable circumstance; we are soon after¬ 
wards told that even many priests believed, ch. vL 
7. The surname of Barnabas , which the apos¬ 
tles gave him (as those of Peter and Boanerges , 
were conferred by Jesus himself), alluded, with¬ 
out doubt, to an extraordinary gift of the Spirit, 
which was manifested in the animation and the 
power of his addresses and exhortations. It was 
by no means inconsistent with the law that he 
(as a Levite) should own a piece of ground 
(Banmgarten), since even Jeremiah [the son of a 
priest, Jer. i 1] secured a field as private prop- 
6 


erty, in accordance with the forms of the law, 
Jer. xxxii. 6-12. [The right of individual own¬ 
ership might exist within the forty-eight cities 
and the territory adjacent to them, which were 
assigned to the Levites, Numb. xxxv. 1-8; Lev. 
xxv. 32 (Hack.), and it is probable, that after the 
return from Babylon, the restrictions imposed on 
the priests and Levites by the Mosaic law, Numb, 
xviii. 10-24; Josh, xviii. 7, were no longer en¬ 
forced (de Wette).—T r.]. Hence Barnabas did 
not sell the land in order to comply with the re¬ 
quisitions of any law, but was prompted to take 
that course by his love to the brethren. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. When the believers prayed, they were sup¬ 

ported by their faith in the omnipotence of God, 
who made heaven and earth, ver. 24. This ar¬ 
ticle of faith appears to many to be exceedingly 
trivial; nevertheless, it is one of the original and 
fundamental truths of revelation, from which 
faith continually derives new strength and con¬ 
solation. The last book of the Scriptures, the 
Apocalypse, gives special prominence to this 
truth, which is revealed and illustrated in the 
first book of the Bible. * As truth is an undivided 
whole, the component parts of which are essen¬ 
tially connected, no one article of faith can be un¬ 
dervalued without affecting the integrity of the 
whole (as far as an individual is personally con¬ 
cerned). * 

2. The second Psalm is the Scriptural basis of 
the prayer, ver. 24 ff.; the divine inspiration 
from which it originally proceeded, revealed its 
true application, ver. 25. Its divine character 
is demonstrated by the fulfilment which occurred 
in Jesus Christ. For David is here clearly the 
type of Jesus; as the former was the servant of 
God, so Jesus is the servant of God in the full 
sense of the word (tt alq, ver. 25, 27, 80 [see 
abov, Exeo. and Cbit. notes, on iii. 18, 14 a.]); 
os David, the king, was the anointed of God, ver. 
26, so Jesus is the Anointed of God, ver. 26, 27 
as men rebelled, and resisted David’s royal rights- 
and authority, so they dealt with Jesus, ver. 27. 
But even as God then protected his anointed, and‘ 
vindicated his character by divine acts, so, too,, 
he will interpose in the present circumstances, 
and defeat his foes, ver. 29 ff. For a greater 
than David is here [Matt. xii. 42]. 

8. What is, accordingly, the substance of the 
confession which the Church here pronounces re¬ 
specting Jesus Christ? He receives, indeed, thfr 
same appellation which is given to David—each* 
is a TTGwf deov, ver. 25, 27. But, then, an incom¬ 
parably higher character is ascribed to Jesus, not 
only when he is termed the Servant of God, while 
David is merely a servant of God, but also when 
Jesus is specially and repeatedly [ver. 27, 80] 
termed 6 ayiog nalg dcoi), that is, he is distinguished 
from all that is sinful and unclean, and is in¬ 
finitely exalted above David, serving God and his 
kingdom alone, as the consecrated servant jmd 
executor of the divine deorees. This descrip¬ 
tion involves a most intimate and a peculiar anion 
with God, of which there is no other instance. 
That union is implied in the confession that God 
performs miracles through [did—“strictly me&n- 
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ing through , by means of,” J. A. Alex, ad loe .— 
Tn.] the name of Jesus, ver. 80, that is, through 
Jesus, who is confessed and invoked, when these 
miracles are wrohght. He’is, accordingly, the 
Mediator of salvation, and of the miraculous op¬ 
erations of divine grace. 

4. The pure and holy spirit of Christ breathes 
in this prayer. It exhibits no traces of revenge¬ 
ful feeling, of carnal seal,' or of a desire for the 
destruction of any enemies: however zealous 
these Christians are in the cause of God, all that 
they presume to ask is, that he would behold 
the threatenings of their enemies, and graciously 
enable them to bear witness in word and in deed, 
with confidence and joy. Even as Christ did not 
come to condemn, but to save the world [[John 
iii. 17], so, too, the apostles and other believers 
are controlled, not by the penal, burning zeal of 
an Elijah, but by deep love for the souls of men, 
who are to be saved through the instrumentality 
of their words and acts, and be conducted to sal¬ 
vation in Christ. And when the word is not 
bound, when Christ is preached with power and 
boldness, his cause will always triumph in the 
eud. 

5. The prayer and it* answer. The prayer was 
offered in the name of Jesus, in communion with 
him, in his own mind and spirit. The promise 
is given unconditionally that such prayers shall 
be heard. The prayer was, accordingly, answered 
—it was answered immediately, and above all 
that they asked or thought [Eph. iii. 20]. Such 
prayers elevate, strengthen and sanctify the soul. 
The believers could not have been filled with the 
Holy Ghost, if they had not previously offered 

A this prayer, ver. 81. 

6. This admirable union in spirit, ver. 82, which 
was not only a union in faith, but also in broth¬ 
erly love, demonstrates that the Christians were 
truly regenerated, and in a state of grace. It 
was a union which, combined with self-denial and 
a renunciation of the world, looked not “on its 
own things, but also on the things of others” 
[Phil. ii. 4], Each one felt the sorrows of the 
other, bore his burdens, and regarded his own 

ossessions as common property. And as faith 
emonstrates its truth when it actively works by 
love, divine grace was with all, and upon all. 


HOMILETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 28. They went to their own com¬ 
pany, etc.—It is an advantage when believers 
are made acquainted with the dangers that threat¬ 
en the Church; they are thus led to address ear¬ 
nest supplications to God, and to wrestle in pray¬ 
er. (Quesnel).—A faithful pastor is greatly as¬ 
sisted, when, by the goodness of God, he sees 
around him those whom he can regard as his 
own company , that is, who are partakers of his 
grace [Phil. i. 7], and are united with him in 
oneness of spirit. Such a company of believers 
offers him a place of refuge, in which he can 
find relief and encouragement in the midst of 
afflictions. (Apost. Past.). 

Ver. 24. They lifted np their voioe, etc.— 
The most effective weapons which the Church 
can employ in distress and persecution, are 
prayers and tears [Hos. xii. 14].—If the prayer 


of a righteous man availeth much [Jam. ▼. 16], 
the prayer of many righteous men, when offered 
with one accord, availeth still more. (Starke).— 
The lips of faithful witnesses of Jesus are never 
sealed; they either preach to the world, or cry 
aloud to God. (Apost. Past.).—Trials teach the 
individual, and the Church too, how to pray.— 
The communion of saints on earth: a communion, 
I. Of faith; II. Of affection; III. Of prayer. 

Ver. 25-29.— Why did the heathen rage? 
—When the enemies of the Church rage, we are 
not permitted to yield to our passions, but are 
commanded to be calm, and to praise God in 
faith, patience and prayer. (Starke).— The genu¬ 
ine prayer of the Church, an acceptable burnt-offer¬ 
ing : I. The altar on which it is placed—the com¬ 
munion of believers, ver. 28; IL The fire in 
which it burns—the ardor of brotherly love, ver. 
28, 24; III. The wind which fans the flame—the 
storms of trial, ver. 28-26; IV. The wood which 
maintains the fire—divine promises found in the 
evergreen forest of the Scriptures, ver. 26, 26; 
V. The Deity, to whom the offering is made—the 
Almighty Maker and Lord of heaven and earth, 
ver. 24, 29, 80; VI. The Amen that responds to 
the prayer—renewal and strength in the Holy 
Ghost, ver. 81.— In what spirit should the Chris¬ 
tian mention his enemies in his prayers 7 I. Without 
fear or dread; for he prays to the Bang of all 
kings; “if God be for us,” etc., (Rom. viiL 81) 
ver. 26-28; II. Without wrath and hatred; for 
his prayers are directed against that which is 
evil, not against evil men , ver. 29; III. Without 
pride and defiance; for he prays not so much 
with respect to his personal affairs, as to the 
cause of God, ver. 29, 80. 

Ver. 80. That signs and wonders may 
be done.—The prayers of the Church work 
great miracles; they rescued three of our num¬ 
ber from death, that is, myself, when I lay sick 
unto death on many occasions; my wife Ca¬ 
tharine, who was equally near to death, and 
M [agister] Philip Melanohthon, who, in the year 
1640, lay in a dying state in Weimar. Although 
such dehveranoes from sickness and bodily dan¬ 
gers are very ordinary miracles, they should still 
be noticed for the sake of those who are weak in 
faith; for I oonsider those as far greater miracles 
whioh the Lord, our God, daily performs in the 
Church, when he baptises, administers the Sacra¬ 
ment of the altar [Lord’s Supper], and delivers 
from sin, death, and eternal damnation. (Lu¬ 
ther). 

Ver. 81. And when they had prayed, 
the place was shaken, etc.— Prayer worketh 
miracles: I. Those that are internal: the heart is 
filled with happiness; the soul is wonderfully 
strengthened; II. Those that are external: houses 
shaken, congregations awakened, enemies alarm¬ 
ed, mountains moved, the world convulsed. 

Ver. 82. a. A {id the knnltitude of them 
that believed were of one heart and of 
one eonl. —Believers ought to be not only of one 
heart (as far as the will is concerned), but also 
of one soul (united in opinions and views). (Ap. 
Past A—Affliction binds the hearts of the devout 
togetner; it severs those of the wicked, and en¬ 
kindles hatred, selfishness and strife.—“Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity!” Ps. cxxxiii. 1.— Here 
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the bride of Christ appears, adorned with the 
jewels of holiness—a joyful faith, and unity of 
the Spirit. (Starke).—This was truly a Paradise 
on earth; alas! how soon it passed awayl Heb. 
xiii. 1; Rev. iL 4. (Quesn.). 

Van. 82. A Neither said any of them that 
aught of the things which he possessed 
was his own.— The noble Communism of the pri¬ 
mitive Christians, and the spurious Communism of 
the modem Communists; see above, oh. iL 44,45, 
Hon. ajyd Pbact. —The apostles and disciples 
did not ask that the possessions of others, as of 
Pilate and Herod, should be common to all, as 
oar senseless peasants now imperiously demand. 
But these men claim an equal share of the pri¬ 
vate property of others, and yet insist on retain¬ 
ing their own. They are, truly, admirable spe¬ 
cimens of Christians! (Luther).—The true mode 
of contending against this modern and ungodly 
Communism, and against every false, levelling 
process, consists in the maintenance of the godly 
communion of Christians; the latter will, at all 
times, and in all places, conform to the indwell¬ 
ing royal law of love. (Besser). 

Vbb. 88. And with great power, etc.—The 
more violently men attempt to suppress divine 
truth, the more vigorously it manifests its power. 
(Starke). 

Vxb. 34. a. Neither was there any among 
them that lacked. —This result was, no doubt, 
produced in part by the community of goods 
which is here mentioned, ver. 82; but it is to be 
ascribed chiefly to the grace of the Lord Jesus, 
which moderated their desires, and gave them 
contented and peaceful hearts. 

Vsb. 34. b. For as many as were posses¬ 
sors of lands or houses, sold them, etc.—We 
cannot more unequivocally demonstrate our gra¬ 
titude to Jesus, who “ became poor for our 
Bakes" [2 Cor. viii. 9], than by submitting even 
to poverty for the sake of his poor members. 
(Quesn.).—He who offers himself as a willing sa¬ 
crifice to the Lord, is likewise prepared to sa¬ 
crifice his goods for the benefit of the brethren. 
—The providence of God, in its wisdom and 
mercy, alleviated the trials which the subsequent 
flight of the Christiana from Jerusalem occasioned 
[see Matt. xxiv. 20, and Comment, ad toe.], by 
inducing them to dispose in time of their real 


estate, and to become literally pilgrims who re¬ 
tain no private property. (Apost. Past.).— The 
community of goods of the primitive Christians: in 
which of its features should it be taken as a mo¬ 
del by Christians in our day ? In what respects 
should it not serve as a model?— When may a 
Christian congregation be said to flourish f ver. 82- 
85: I. Where Christ is preached with fidelity 
(ve r. 83), true faith will manifest its power; II. 
Where true faith exists, a genuine Christian love 
will prevail (“of one - - - soul," ver. 82); III. 
Where Christian love prevails, all are prosper¬ 
ous (“neither was there any-that lacked," 

ver. 34).—The tempests of persecution which as¬ 
sail the Church, produce results similar to those 
which follow storms and rains in nature: all 
things seem to revive and bloom, and to grow 
and flourish with increased vigor and beauty, ver. 
82-86. 

Veb. 36,87. And Josea [Joseph], who by the 
apostles waa surnamed Barnabas.— That 
every Christian should become a Barnabas , a son of 
consolation: L By seeking consolation himself, in 
faith, in the Father of mercies, and the God of 
all comfort, 2 Cor. i. 8, 4; II. By freely impart¬ 
ing consolation to others in love: (a) with the 
words of his lips (affectionately encouraging 
them, which was doubtless the special gift that 
grace had bestowed on Barnabas, and that gained 
for him this honorable appellation; comp. Isai. xL 
1: “Comfort ye," etc., and ch. lii. 7: “How 
beautiful upon the mountains," etc.); (6) with 
the gifts of his hand (with brotherly love re¬ 
lieving the wants of others, like Barnabas, ver. 
87.—“Let us not love in word, neither in tongue, 
but in deed and in truth." 1 John iii. 18).— The 
fraternal union of the primitive Christians: I. The 
fraternal prayer of faith, ver. 28-81; II. The 
fraternal acts of love, ver. 81-87.—[One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism (Eph. iv, 6), the true 
foundation of Christian union.— The rapid growth 
of the primitive Church: I. The direct means; (a) 
the inspired word; (6) the holy Sacraments, ch. 
ii. 41, 46; (c) the special gifts of the Spirit. II. 
The circumstances which promoted it; (a) the 
faith, ch. iv. 12; (6) the love, iv. 32; (c ) the zeal 
of the newly converted, ver. 81. III. Its effects; 
(a) on the Church itself; (6) on its enemies; (c) 
on the world.—T b.] 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


SECTION II, 

THE MIRACULOUS AND SUDDEN JUDGMENT WHICH VISITED THE SIN OF ANANIAS 
AND SAPPHIRA, DELIVERS THE CHURCH FROM A DANGER THAT THREATENED IT 
IN ITS OWN BOSOM. THE EFFECTS PRODUCED BY THIS EVENT, AND THE INTER¬ 
NAL PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH, SUSTAINED BY MIRACULOUS POWERS GRANTED 
TO THE APOSTLES. 

Chapter V. 1-16. 


A. —THE INTERNAL DANGER; IT IS AVERTED BY THE JUDGMENT ON THE SIN Of ANANIAS AND 

SAPPHIRA. 


Chapter V. 1-11. 

1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 

2 *And kept back [purloined] part of the price, his wife 1 also being privy to it , and 

3 brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. *But Peter said, Ananias, 
why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to* the Holy Ghost, and to keep back [pur- 

4 loin] part of the price of the land? * While it remained, was it not [did it not re¬ 
main, l/icvc] thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why 
hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto 

5 God. *And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and 
great fear came on all them that heard [listened] these things 1 * [om. these things]. 

6 *And the young [younger] men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried 

7 him. *And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing 

8 what was done [had occurred], came in. *And [But] Peter answered unto her, Tefl 
me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. 

9 *Then Peter said 4 unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spi¬ 
rit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which [who] have buried thy husband are 

10 at the door, and shall [will] carry thee out. ♦Then fell she down straightway at 5 & his 
feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, 

11 and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband. *And great fear came upon all 
the church, and upon as many as heard these things. 


1 Ver. 2.—On© of the principal MSS., (E), insert© airrov after -riff ywoucdt, and has been followed by the texL ree.; the 
word is, however, a later addition (perhaps repeated from ver. 1), as well as the words with which, in the same MS-, ver. 1 
begins, vis.: iv ain$ 61 rtf icaifHf ivjjp n$. [Alf., Lach., and Tisch. omit the word, in accordance with A. B. D. t and Cod. 
Sin.—T r.] 

a Ver. 3.—[For to He to , the margin proposes the words to deceive; the former version Is preferable; bnt see the note 
below.—T r.] 

* Ver. 5.— ravra after axovoyrat [of text. vec. 1 Is, likewise, an addition found in the same M8., without doubt taken 
from ver. 11. [Alf., like Lach. and Tisch., omits ft, with A. B. D. and Cod. Sin. (original); a later hand (O) inserted ram 
In Cod. Sin.—T r.] 

4 Ver. «hrt is wanting In Cod. Alex, [marked A., as well as in B. D. Cod. Sin.], has a different position in the manu¬ 
script of St. Germain (E), and Is exchanged by Origen for fyrpriv; it was, without doubt, not in the text originally, as seve¬ 

ral MSS. testify. [The MS. nsnally designated by the capital letter K, (the four Gospels) is Codex Basileensis; bnt two 
others, Codd. Laudianus and Sangermanensis, also receive the same designation. The last, the one meant by the author, 
derives its name from the monastery of St. Germaiu-doe-Pr6s, in Paris, where It was deposited before its removal to Peters¬ 
burg; it is regarded as a copy of D.—The verb is omitted after Urr. by Lach., Tisch., and Alf.—T r.] 

& Ver. 10 .—-wofcf Tow? w66at; other readings are: wapa \ text. rec. with E.], ewi, xnr6 [with minuscules] ; wpb? is better 
sustained than the others [adopted by Lach., Tisch., and Alt. with A. B. D. and Cod. Sin.—T r.] 


EXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 1, 2. a. But a certain man, etc.—The 
narrative concerning Ananias and Sapphira pre¬ 
sents a case which is precisely the opposite of 
that of Barnabas and of many others, who de¬ 
livered to the apostles the whole amount of the 
money derived from the sale of their property, ch. 


ii. 84-87 (rdf rifia$ tojv mngaoKOfihHJV, rd 
Luke presents no reflections on the remote or 
immediate causes and effects of the events which 
he relates, but strictly adheres to hiB practice of 
simply narrating the historical facts themselves. 

b. The bare facts in this case are perfectly in¬ 
telligible. Ananias, whose wife is frilly aware 
of the plan, sells a piece of land of which he is 
the owner. We are not told that he sold all his 
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ml estate; the original says: hcAXrpe icrypa; in 
▼er. 8, Peter designated the property £old as rd 
Xupfov, that is, that parcel of land, as to which the 
actual price that had been paid, was the point in 
question. Ananias reserves a portion of the money 
which had been paid to him, and appropriates it 
to his private use. The remainder he deposits 
as an offering, like others, at the feet of the apos¬ 
tles, and performs the act at the time when the 
believers are assembled for the purpose of wor- 
shipping God. No intimation is given in the text, 
whether he secreted only an inconsiderable part, 
or, as it is more probable, a large sum: the 
precise amount does not materially affect the 
moral character of the transaction. That he 
acted altogether in concert with his wife, and 
that both had previously arranged the whole 
plan, are facts that are indicated in ver. 2, and 
ftilly substantiated by the statements furnished 
in ver. 8 ff. 

c. The internal character of the transaction is 
more complicated than the facts are that have 
just been adduced. We may readily assume that 
the original motive of these persons, when they 
effected the sale, was praiseworthy; it may have 
proceeded, in part, from the pleasure with which 
they contemplated the disinterested and fraternal 
conduct of others who willingly offered their pro¬ 
perty when the wants of the brethren called for 
relief. But when these two persons had actually 
sold the land, and held the money in their hands, 
avarice began to manifest its power. They had 
not set their affections on the land, but the money 
exercised such an influence on them, that they 
eould not resolve to resign the whole, and hence 
they retained at least a part of it. But they 
were unwilling to acknowledge this circumstance 
publicly. They brought the remainder as their 
offering, declared that it was the whole amount 
whieh they had received for the land, and thus as¬ 
sumed the appearance, in the eyes of the apostles 
and the whole church, of having performed an 
act of self-denial, charity and brotherly love. 
This was hypocrisy in its most odious form; the 
practice of it required the conscious utterance of 
a lie—a lie addressed not only to men, but also 
to God. And, further, when they declared that 
the whole amount of the sale now belonged to 
the church, and to its poor members in particular, 
but, at the same time, secretly retained a part of 
the sum, they were guilty of embezzling, and, 
indeed, virtually, of stealing money. Now this 
act was not simply the sin of individuals, but in¬ 
volved the whole church in very great danger . 
For if such hypocrisy should be practised by 
others, and if integrity and truth should disap¬ 
pear, the Church of Christ would lose her bright¬ 
est ornaments, and Pharisaic hypocrisy would be 
substituted for Christian sanctification. It was, 
therefore, of vital importance to the Church, that 
Ihe introduction of an evil of such magnitude 
should meet with an immediate and effectual re¬ 
sistance. 

Via. 8, 4. Why hath Satan, etc.—The sin 
which threatened to invade the church was re¬ 
pelled, partly by the revelation of the secret 
transaction, partly by the judgment which in¬ 
stantly succeeded. In the former, human instru¬ 
mentality was employed, in connection with a 
divine intimation; the latter was a direct act of 


God. It was Peter, who unreservedly exposed 
to Ananias (and also to the church, since the 
whole occurred when all were assembled, wood r. 
7r6d. t. 'airoor., ver. 2; ol veArcpot ver. 6; rijv IkkX. 
▼er. 11) the deceitfulness and exoessive wicked¬ 
ness of his heart, and the awful enormity of his 
guBt, ver. 8 f.; he adopted the same course with 
the woman, ver. 9. He severely rebukes Ananias 
for permitting Satan £as Start implies (de W.)l 
to take entire possession of his heart, insomuch 
that he attempted to deceive the Holy Ghost. 
He shows him that the lie referred not to men, 
but to God, whom he attempted to deceive; the 
sin—Peter continues—was aggravated by the 
circumstance that he had been perfectly at liberty 
to retain the property for his private use, or to 
dispose of the money obtained by the sale, accord¬ 
ing to his own pleasure. And he also represents 
to Sapphira, that she and her husband, in ac¬ 
cordance with their private understanding, which 
rendered them doubly guilty (owetpuvijviy), had 
tempted the Spirit of the Lord; ^fKboatr&ai at rd 
Trvevpa rd ay taw ; ovk kipeboo avdqbrrou;, etc. Each 
of these two constructions [of ^eirdu] furnishes a 
sense of its own: TfMecr&ai with the accusative , in¬ 
dicates the act of deceiving any one by a lie; with 
the dative , that of uttering a lie in reference to 
some one [see Robinson’s Lex. ad verb, for the 
usage of the New Testament and Sept.].—If the 
agency of Peter had been confined to the mere 
exposure of the fact that deception had been 
practised, the question whether he had not ascer¬ 
tained that fact by natural and ordinary means, 
would be strictly appropriate. But the apostle 
exposes not only the facts as far as they had ac¬ 
tually occurred, but also their remote source, the 
seoret personal motives, the inward frame of 
mind, the hidden sentiments and characteristic 
features of the heart; rrpf Kogdi&v oav , ver. 8; 
fr&ov tv ry KogStg aov, ver. 4. No interpretation 
can here be possibly admitted, save one which 
recognizes that his knowledge was derived from 
the revelation of God through the Holy Spirit. 

Vir. 6. PeU down.—The judgment itself— 
the immediate fall and death of Ananias, when 
Peter had addressed him—must be viewed as a 
direct act of God. For it is entirely inconsistent 
with the whole spirit of the narrative, to assume 
(with Heinrichs and others) that the sudden 
death of the man, and also that of the woman 
subsequently, was, in each case, occasioned by 
natural causes, such as the shock which the ner¬ 
vous system sustains (apoplexy) in consequence 
of fright. But on the other hand, the narrative 
furnishes as little support for the opinion (of 
Meyer and some earlier interpreters), that Peter 
had the immediate death of both persons in view 
at the time, and was the direct author of it, 
by an exercise of the miraculous power which 
dwelt in him. Not a trace of such a purpose 
appears on the part of the apostle, in the case of 
Ananias, either in his own words, ver. 8 ff., or 
in the historical statement of Luke. And even the 
declaration of Peter to Sapphira, ver. 9, (which, 
as Meyer supposes, would betray a presumptuous 
spirit, if he were not conscious tnat the result.de- 
pended upon the determination of his own will), 
does not support this opinion: it .was simply a 
prediction to the woman that her own death was 
at hand, and was not merely suggested by the 
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fate of her husband, but, specially, derived from 
the inspiration of the Spirit. It was not the 
apostle, but God, who executed the judgment. 
The whole event must be regarded as the result 
of a direct divine interposition, by which a 
speedy and terrible punishment was inflicted. 
But neither the original text, nor any of the es¬ 
sential features of the case, forbid us to assign a 
psychological influence to the words of Peter who 
publicly unveiled the hidden wickedness, or to 
admit that those words powerfully affected the 
moral sense of the two sinners. For the course 
adopted at the beginning by the latter, demon¬ 
strated that they regarded the judgment of the 
apostles and public opinion in the church, as 
entitled to the highest consideration: under 
these circumstances, such an unexpected and 
complete exposure, and the censure which was 
publicly pronounced, could not fail to produce a 
terrible effect. We may recognize such influ¬ 
ences, without neoessarily incurring the charge 
of “ confounding or halving divine and natural 
causes.” (Meyer.) 

Ver. 6. And the young [younger] men 
arose. —The corpse of Ananias was at onoe so 
arranged as to be conveniently carried away 
(owiortOuav ), that is, the limbs, which were more 
or less extended at the moment of the fall, were 
first properly disposed. Those persons who re¬ 
moved the two bodies in succession, and interred 
them in a burial-place lying beyond the walls of 
the city, are termed by the historian ol vebrepoi, 
ver. 6, and ol veaviatcoi , ver. 10. Some writers 
(Mosheim: De reb . Christ.; Olsh.; Meyer) sup¬ 
pose that they were regularly appointed church- 
officers, whose official duty required them to 
assume a task like the present. But the conside¬ 
rations which are advanced in favor of this view, 
possess no weight; it is, on the contrary, very 
doubtfhl whether, at that early period, any 
strictly defined office, with the exception- of that 
of the apostles, existed in the church. It was, 
besides, quite natural and appropriate that the 
younger men who were present (particularly if 
the slightest indication had been given that such 
a service was expected of them,) should volunta¬ 
rily and promptly come forward and lend their 
aid. 

Ver. 7-10. The circumstance that Sapphira 
presented herself about the space of three 
hours after, has led Baumgarten (Apgsch. p. 
09) to suppose that her death took place at a 
second assembly of the church, which, with the 
former, conformed to the stated hours of prayer 
among the Jews, between which such intervals 
of three hours occurred. But the language in 
ver. 7 seems rather to imply that the religious 
exercises had continued during the whole period, 
and that Sapphira did not attend until three 
hours had elapsed after her husband’s death. 
When Peter asked, “Did ye sell the land for this 
sum of money?” it is very probable that rooobrov 
indicates the gesture of the apostle, who pointed 
to the money which still lay before him, without 
mentioning the precise amount. [The apostle’s 
language: “ye have agreed, etc., ver. 9, indi¬ 
cates that he regarded this previous agreement 
of the husband and wife as a serious aggravation 
of their sin, as it demonstrated that they had 


committed it deliberately, and not in haste or 
through ignorance. (J. A. Alexander).— Tr.] 
Vrr. 11. And great fear, etc.—Luke men¬ 
tions, in the case of Ananias, and, again, in that 
of Sapphira, the impression which the event 
made on others. The only difference which ap¬ 
pears between the two statements, ver. 5 and ver. 
11, arises from the narrower or wider circle to 
which he refers. He describes, in the former 
case, the impressions which the hearers received, 
who had assembled for the purpose of being 
taught by the apostles (rovf atcobovrac without 
ravra, the genuineness of the latter being doubts 
ed by critics). He refers, in ver. 11, on the 
other hand, partly to the church, and partly to 
those who were unconnected with it, but who re¬ 
ceived tidings of the event. It is worthy of no¬ 
tice that the conception expressed by iKjefopia is 
first of all introduced in the Acts, in the present 
verse. [The author, who appears to regard the 
word as having been originally employed by 
Luke in ch. ii. 47, (see note 8, appended to that 
passage), has probably omitted any reference 
to it here, for the reason that eminent crit¬ 
ics have doubted its genuineness.— Tr.] Luke 
had hitherto spoken of ol //ai^ra/, ch. i. 15; 
7 rdvref ol vrurrebavreQ, ii. 44; rd irfaftoq ruv irurrev- 
ffdvruv, iv. 82. In contradistinction from these 
forms of expression, which were undoubtedly 
suggested when the believers were viewed simply 
as individuals, he now mentions hfoi fj buOjjoia as 
a totality, or as a collective body. We cannot 
regard it as accidental that the collective concep¬ 
tion of the Church, viewed as a distinctly defined 
whole, should present itself in connection with 
that event which assumes the character of an 
august “act of divine church - discipline.” 
(Thiersch). 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The question of the apostle Peter: “Why 
hath Satan filled thine heart, etc.?” contains 
more than one truth respecting Satan. It unde¬ 
niably teaches, in the first place, the existence 
and the reality of Satan, that is, of the evil spirit 
who is the prince of darkness, since it cannot 
possibly be imagined that the apostle merely 
spoke m an allegorical manner. The occasion 
was so grave, his language was so emphatic, and 
it refers so positively to facts, that mere figures 
of speech are entirely out of the question.—We 
have here, in the next place, the evidence, that 
moral evil does not hold an isolated position in 
the heart of man, but is closely connected with 
the kingdom of the Evil One in the invisible 
world. And precisely the most heinous sins, 
such as hypocrisy combined with forethought 
and cunning, or moral evil invested with the most 
sacred garments of light and truth, are the op¬ 
erations of Satan.—Further, the direct and ex¬ 
pressive terms of the apostle assume as an unde¬ 
niable truth, that the influences and operations 
of Satan advance by degrees, beginning with 
scarcely perceptible approaches, until he reaches 
a point at which he “fills” a heart, that is, takes 
entire possession of it; and then the awful coun¬ 
terpart to the state described as irtyr&itxu rvtb- 
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ftaroc aytov is revealed.—Lastly, the freedom of 
the will, and the imputability of man’s acts, even 
in view of the powerful influences of the Devil, 
are indirectly, but, nevertheless, unmistakably 
asserted by Peter. For he not only says to Ana¬ 
nias: “ Satan has filled thy heart, so that thou 
hast done this,” but he also asks: “Why was 
this?” The cause he evidently finds, not in Sa¬ 
tan, but in Ananias. The question undeniably 
means: “Why hast thou permitted—why oon- 
sented, that Satan should fill thy heart ? ” The 
apostle testifies, even if it be but indirectly, that 
man, if he so wills, can resist the devil (1 Pet. v. 
9; Jam. iv. 7) —that man is an accountable be¬ 
ing, and must bear the guilt, when he abandons 
himself to satanic influences—and, that Satan 
never exercises an irresistible power. 

2. The words of Peter in ver. 3, 4 and 9, fur¬ 
nish us with most important instructions respect¬ 
ing the doctrine of the Holy Ghost. He views the 
act of Ananias and Sapphira solely in its relation 
to the Divine Spirit. He expresses no opinion 
of it, in so far as it may affect the apostles as in¬ 
dividuals, or the Church as a human society, but 
views the act itself and the sentiments from which 
it proceeded only in so far as these define the 
position of the two offenders with respect to the 
Spirit of the Lord. Their sin is a trespass 
against the Holy Ghoet, a crimen lasts majestatis 
committed against the Holy Ghost. Now we 
have in this procedure of the apostle, essentially 
and directly, the evidence both of the personal¬ 
ity and of the Deity of the Holy Ghost. He says: 
“8atan hath filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost—thou hast not lied unto men, but unto 
God—ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit 
of the Lord”. But such solemn language,•ut¬ 
tered so impressively, and intended to expose 
promptly and fully the secret guilt contracted by 
the persons here addressed, cannot consistently 
receive any interpretation which would assume 
that the term “ Holy Ghost ” simply denotes a 
power or an operation of God (Strauss, Glau- 
haul. I. 418). The Holy Ghost is here, on the 
contrary, distinctly assumed to be a Person , with 
whom men deal uprightly or deceitfully, whom 
they may put to the test (ireigboai, ver. 9), or 
whom they may attempt to deceive by lying 
words. Again, Peter bears witness to the Deity 
of the Holy Ghost when he says: ovk bfabau 
fofy&roif, ateH r(i> deft ver. 4. Meyer makes the 
remark, it is true, that Ananias had lied unto 
God by belying His Spirit [virtually saying that 
• the Spirit was ignorant of the fraud (Bengel)]; 
according to this explanation, de£ in ver. 4 des¬ 
ignates, not the Holy Ghost, himself, but God the 
Father. But the lie of Ananias, when he lied to 
the Holy Ghost, and when he lied to God, is, un¬ 
questionably, one and the same sin (Bengel). 
But even if we admit the distinction which Mey¬ 
er makes, one circumstance stands forth preemi¬ 
nently in the whole narrative, which constitutes 
the heaviest charge brought by the apostle; name¬ 
ly, these two persons had insulted tte Holy Ghost, 
and thus committed, in a direct manner, a grievous 
and unpardonable sin. The enormity of the 
guilt is, in this case, proportioned to the majesty 
and inviolable sanctity of the Spirit as a divine 
Person. 

8. The indweliing of the Holy Ghoet . Ananias 


had persuaded himself that he would not com¬ 
mit a very serious offence, if he should utter a 
falsehood, since they whom he intended to de¬ 
ceive, were merely human beings. But Peter 
says: “Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto 
God,” for in these “men” the Holy Spirit him¬ 
self has his dwelling. And as it was precisely 
in divine things that Ananias attempted to cor¬ 
rupt and mislead the Christian conscience and 
judgment of others, his wicked act was an out¬ 
rage offered directly to the Holy Ghost; for He 
imparts all the truth that exists in the convictions 
of men, He is the author of every holy senti¬ 
ment, He directs the judgment of believers in 
divine things, and it was on His work that Ana¬ 
nias attempted to lay a profane hand.—But who 
are the men, in whose persons the Holy Ghost 
was insulted? The apostles alone are usually 
supposed to be meant, but there is not a word in 
the text which can be adduced in favor of this 
opinion. It is true that Ananias laid his money 
at the feet of the apostles, but he had ifot these 
alone in view at the time; he intended to influ¬ 
ence the opinion and judgment of the whole 
church. Now the Holy Ghost dwelt, as the nar¬ 
rative has already shown (ch. iv. 81), not only 
in the apostles, but also in all the believers; comp. 
Baumqabtxn : Apgsch. L 100 ff. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 1. Barnabas and Ananias! Two persons 
may perform the same aot, but in the eyes of 
God it may be far from being the same. Both 
Cain and Abel brought offerings unto the Lord. 
Ananias and Barnabas alike sold land for the 
benefit of the poor.— Ananias in the Pentecostal 
church ! Where there is light, there will also be 
a shadow. Where God builds a church, the devil 
builds a chapel at its side. Where the divine 
householder sowed good seed, the enemy after¬ 
wards sowed tares, Matt. xiii. 26.—There was a 
traitor among the apostles of Jesus, and a hypo¬ 
crite in the bosom of the primitive church; such 
a form the visible church at all times assumes. 
(Starke).—Since both good and evil men are 
found in the visible church, God has caused a 
record of good and evil examples to be made— 
the former being intended to edify, the latter, 
to warn us. (Quesnel).—“ Remember Lot’s wife,” 
said the Lord, long after her day, Lu. xvii. 82; * 
the same words may be applied to all other pil¬ 
lars of salt which are erected as a warning. (EL 
H. Rieger). 

Ver. 2. And kept back part of the price. 
—Avarice is a root of all evil [1 Tim. vi. 10], as 
illustrated in the cases of Judas and Ananias.— 
Brought a certain part, etc.—Hypocrisy, a 
besetting sin among believers!—The offering of 
Ananias demonstrates how little confidence we 
can place in so-called “good works”.—God will 
not accept the fragments which avarice and hy¬ 
pocrisy are willing to relinquish ? he demands the 
whole, Mai. i. 12 f. (Quesn.).—Ananias and 
Sapphira probably sold their property more for 
the sake of avoiding shame, when all others 
were so liberal, than from any pure and disinter¬ 
ested impulse of their own. (K. H. Rieg.).—Those 
are wretched beings, who endow a charitable in- 


Digitized by L^ooQLe 




THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


stitution only for the sake of gaining honor in the 
world. (Starke). 

Van. 8. Bat Peter said, Ananias. —A pas¬ 
tor is not at liberty to behold the sins of his 
flock with indifference; his motives for lifting 
up his voice are, I. His love to God, and zeal for 
His house; II. His anxious care for the souls 
that are led astray; IIL His concern for the 
welfare of those who may either take offence, or 
be corrupted by evil examples. (From Apost. 
Past.).— Why hath Satan filled thine heart f —a 
solemn warning, I. In view of the power of Sa¬ 
tan, who not only can influence, but also “fill” 
the hearts even of Christians by profession; II. 
In view of the guilt and responsibility of those 
whom he seduces. “Why” has he filled thine 
heart? How can the* devil seduce him who is 
guided and controlled by Christ? (Apost Past). 
—A man who intentionally lies, and deceives his 
neighbor, has already surrendered his heart to 
Satan; John viii. 44. (Starke).— And to keep 
back part of the price.— It is a sacrilegious 
act when we withdraw from the service of God 
that which we had resolved to consecrate and 
give to him, Deut xxiii. 21. (Quesn.). 

Ver. 4.— While it remained, was it not 
thine own ?—God desires not our property, 
but our hearts. (Quesnel).— Why hast thou 
conceived this thing in thine heart? —It 
still occurs at times that those who are powerful¬ 
ly moved by the word of the Lord, feel as if he 
who proclaims that word, well knew and was set¬ 
ting forth all the secret sins and abominations of 
which they are guilty, when, in truth, he may 
possibly have never before seen those hearers. 
Such cases demonstrate the power of the divine 
word, which is a “discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.” [Heb. iv. 12]. (Apost. Past.). 
—We may conjecture that if Ananias, or, after¬ 
wards, Sapphira, had still cherished in the heart 
only a faint love of the truth, and could have 
given an answer to the apostolic question: 
“Why?” the awful judgment might, in such a 
case, have been averted. (Rieger).— Thou hast 
not lied - - - unto God!—“ Grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of Qod” [Eph. iv. 80], who speaks to 
ou, inwardly, in your hearts, and externally, in 
is word; for, in such a case, you would, I. Offer 
an insult to the divine majesty of God; II. Pro- 
nounoe a sentence on yourselves, which would 
consign the soul and body to destruction. 

Ver. 5. Fell down, and gave up the 
; ghost. —Be not deceived, dear brethren; God is 
not mocked; Gal. vi. 7. God has not ceased, 
under the new covenant, to be “a consuming 
fire, even a jealous God.” [Deut. iv. 24].—The 
.truth, that the Holy Ghost is true Qod: I. Awful¬ 
ly demonstrated in the death of Ananias; II. 

• Graciously revealed in the life of those who obey 
him. (From Apost. Past.). 

Ybb. 6. Buried him. —It is not inconsistent 
with divine justioe, that those whom it has over¬ 
whelmed, should receive the last attentions from 
men, 1 Kings xiii. 26, 29. (Starke).—But an ho¬ 
norable funeral does not necessarily imply the 
salvation of the soul of the deceased! 

Vee. 7. About the space of three hours 
after. —Three hours were given to Sapphira for 
the purpose of reflecting and changing her 
oourse. To one sinner Goa, in his long-suffering 


and mercy, grants a longer time for repentanoe, 
than to another, Isai. lxv. 20. (Starke).— Not 
knowing what was done; but she did know 
that God had threatened in his word to punish the 
hypocritical and unrighteous. “They have Mo¬ 
ses and the prophets; let them hear them.” [La. 
xvi. 29.] (Apost. Past). 

Ver. 8. —Tell me whether ye sold the 
land for so much? —The woman had not only 
had a longer time for reflection, but had also 
found another opportunity, which Peter’s ques¬ 
tion afforded, for examining her heart and giving 
glory to God [Josh. vii. 19]. But as she replied 
with increased audacity, the sentence which was 
pronounced, inflicted an additional pang, when 
she heard of the judgment that had overtaken her 
husband. 

Vee. 9. How is it that ye have agreed to¬ 
gether to tempt the Spirit of the Lord?— 

It is a gross violation of the duties of married life, 
when the parties agree to do eviL—The iniqui¬ 
tous perversion of the ties of marriage in many 
families: I. When the marriage is simply a com¬ 
munity of goods, a business transaction designed 
to consolidate wealth, instead of being a union of 
hearts in the Lord; II. When the union is effect¬ 
ed for the purpose of serving the flesh, the world 
and the devil, instead of being influenced by the 
holy principle: “As for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord” [Josh. xxiv. 16]; IIL 
When married life is thus converted into a down¬ 
ward path, conducting both parties to hell, whe¬ 
ther it be a hell on earth (domestic strife), or 
eternal perdition; whereas they should have 
been partners in every holy joy, and have aided 
each other in their common efforts to obtain eter¬ 
nal blessedness in heaven.— How it it that ye hate 
agreed t —a solemn question addressed to the 
conscience of every married believer. 

Vee. 10. Then fell she down, etc.—“Thou 
art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness. 
—The foolish shall not stand in thy sight.—Thou 
shalt destroy them that speak leasing.” Ps. v. 4- 
6. If these two persons suddenly died, when a 
mere mortal spoke, how shall sinners for one mo¬ 
ment endure the rebukes which truth will utter 
on the day of judgment? 2 Thes. i. 8-10. (Starke). 
—But if, in the case of Ananias and Sapphira, it 
was only “for the destruction of the flesh, that 
the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord 
Jesus ” [1 Cor. v. 6], then, that day will reveal it 
(Rieger). [For another view of 1 Cor. v. 6, see 
kling’s exegesis in a subsequent volume of this 
Commentary.—T b.] 

Ver. 11. And great fear came upon all 
the church. —The Church was not founded for 
the purpose of fostering sinful inclinations, or 
securing impunity for the sinner. (Quesnel).— 
Divine judgments are intended to awaken a holy 
fear; yet they are often regarded only with idle 
wonder, or with levity, or with unch&ritableness 
and self-righteousness!—When the Lord purges 
his floor, [Matt. iii. 12], and the chaff is scat¬ 
tered [or burned], his own kingdom sustains no 
loss, for true believers are then protected and 
confirmed in the faith. (Apost. Past.). 

The tin of Ananias and Sapphira, venial accord¬ 
ing to the standard of the world , bat heinous w the 
sight of Qod: for, I. It was a theft (ver. 8), pro¬ 
ceeding from the love of money, the root of all 
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evil; II. It was a lie and a hypocritical act, an 
abomination in the eyes of the God of truth (ver. 
8 and 81; IIL It was committed intentionally and 
wantonly (“was it not in thine own power?” ver. 
4); IV. It was committed in accordance with a 
secret understanding of the two persons, who 
combined to do evil, in place of addressing to 
each other’s conscience the words: “How can I 
do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” 
[Gen. mix. 9]. (“How is it that ye haye 
agreed?” yer. 9); V. It grieyed the Holy Spirit 
of God, who warned, rebuked, and admonished 
them, not only by the mouth of Peter, but also 
in their own hearts, as believyig members of the 
Church (yer. 8, 4, 9); VI. It was an offence to 
the Church, which should “not haye spot or 
wrinkle, or any such thing” [Eph. y. 27], and 
whioh just began to exhibit such beauty and vi- 
gor in the Holy Ghost, (ch. xxiv. 32). “ Woe to 

that man by whom the offence cometh!” [Matt, 
xviii. 7]; VIL It had a tendency to cause the 
name of Jesus Christ to be blasphemed among 
the Gentiles.— The first tares among the wheat: 
L How the enemy sows them; II. How the 
householder gathers them up. — The judgment 
which overtook Ananias and Sapphira , an august 
example of the procedure of divine justice: I. 
The summons; it accepts no man’s person [Gal. 
iL 6], but cites alike belieyers and unbelieyers 
before His tribunal, yea, is eyen more prompt 
in the case of the former, who are servants who 
know their Master’s will; “judgment must be¬ 
gin at the house of God.” (1 Pet iv. 17); II. The 
trial; the investigation is rigid, making manifest 
the counsels of the hearts [1 Cor. iv. 6]; III. 
The sentence of condemnation; divine justice 
exhibits no weakness, but outB off a diseased 
member of the Church, so that the whole body 
may not perish, and prefers to inflict punishment 


on the flesh, if the spirit may thereby be saved 
unto life eternal.— The first case of discipline in the 
Christian Church , decided by its divine Head: I. 
The occasion, and the subjects: a stumbling- 
block in the Church; II. The means and instru¬ 
ments in administering discipline: the words of 
rebuke pronounced by the ministerial office; III. 
The object and design of the disciplinary mea¬ 
sures: the promotion of the honor of God, by 
cleansing the Church, enlightening the conscience, 
and maintaining a salutary fear. (Here, how¬ 
ever, the practical application must carefully 
distinguish between life in this world and its ob¬ 
jects, on the one hand, and eternity, on the 
other).— The divine administration of Church dis- 
cipline in the case of Ananias and Sapphira—a hu¬ 
miliating lesson for our Church , which dispenses with 
all discipline: I. The subjects: there, a stumbling- 
block in the church; here, hundreds and thou¬ 
sands whose cases cannot be reached. II. The * 
agents: there, a resolute and divinely inspired 
apostle; here, feeble guides and officers of the 
Church, whom either the Spirit of the Lord has 
forsaken, or whom the Church does not sustain. 

III. The effects: there, devout fear and Balutary 
awe; hero, levity and ridicule.— [The death of An¬ 
emias and Sapphira: I. The circumstances connect¬ 
ed with the event; (a) personal history of Ananias 
and Sapphira (Jews—converts—possessed pro¬ 
perty—ambitious—selfish—ignorant); (A) their 
sin (its source, concomitants—form—effects); (c) 
the penalty (divine interposition—design); (a) 
effects which it produced. II. Lessons taught 
by the event: concerning (a) the purity of the 
Church, as a divine law (sound doctrine—devout | 

sentiments—holy life); ( b ) the divine attributes; 

(c) the nature of death (originally a penalty—in 
Christ alone its nature changed); (d) the ac¬ 
countability of man.—T b.] 


B. —THE PROGRES3 OF THE CHURCH, SUSTAINED BT MIRACULOUS POWERS OF HEALING GRANTED 

TO THE APOSTLES. 

Chapter V. 12-16. 

12 And [Bat] bj tbe hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought 

13 among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch. *And 
[But, d£] of the rest durst no man [ventured no one to] join himself to them: but 

14 [<U>n the people magnified [highly esteemed] them. *And believers were the more 
added to the Lord [And there were more and more (pcuUov) added, who believed in 

15 tbe Lord], multitudes both of men and women;) [parenth . marks omitted] *Inso- 
much that they brought forth the sick into the streets 1 , and laid them on beds* and 
couches, that at the least [if but, xdv] the shadow of Peter passing by [when he came,] 

16 might overshadow some [some one, rtvl] of them. ♦There came also a [the, rd] mul¬ 
titude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem*, bringing sick folks, and them 
which [who] were vexed with [by] unclean spirits: and they were healed every one 
[were all healed, firayrt?]. 

1 Ver. 16. a. ccrA rht vAorti'o? [of text rse. with D (original)., and adopted by Alford]. The readings vary consider¬ 
ably : ir volt vA. [E.]; etc r&t a-A. fin A. B. D (corrected)., and Cod. Sin., and adopted by Lach. and TischJ, etc. They are 
til corrections, intended to furnish an easier construction than the original text preeents. 

* Ver. 16. b. KAtraptMv; in place of this word, some present the simple and more usual form: kXxvuv —[The latter, of 

(he Uxtrtc, is found in E. Alford, with A. B. D. Cod Sin., and recent editors, reads —Tx.1 

* Ver. 16. tit *I«powaA»#*.; the preposition tit was omitted in some MSS^ as tbe name of the city waa supposed to bo 
®wu»ected with wdpt. f, but tit should be retained. [It is omitted In A. B. Ood. Sin. Vulg., etc^ and by Lach., and Tisoh^ but 
■Mod i*D. JL, and retained by AIL, with whom de Wette and Meyer agree.— Ta.] 
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EXEGETICAL AMD CRITICAL. 

Vhr. 12-16. a. The narrative of the Pentecost¬ 
al miracle, ch. ii. 48, and that of the first hostile 
movement against the church, hr. 82, are suc¬ 
ceeded by general statements respecting the 
peaceful progress of the latter during a certain 
period of time. The narratiTe of the penal mir¬ 
acle which Qod wrought for the protection of the 
holy character of the church, is followed by 
additional statements in the present passage. 
But the description does not, now, as in ch. 
iv. 82 ff., refer to the inner life of the ohuroh; 
its main purpose is to exhibit the influence exer¬ 
cised by the apostles and the church on those who 
were not yet united with them. 

b. The statements in this passage are not log¬ 
ically arranged, systematically oombined, or 
pragmatical. [“ The pragmatical historian insert* 
reflections on the oauses and the results of the 
events which he relates, and deduces useful les¬ 
sons from them.” (Heyse).—T r.]. Nearly the 
whole of this episode has, accordingly, been sus¬ 
pected by rigid critios like Beck, Ziegler, etc., to 
be an interpolation. But it is written simply in 
the same plain and artless style which charac¬ 
terizes otner portions of this book. 

c. By the hands of the apostles, etc.— 
Luke first mentions (ver. 12) numerous miracles, 
i. e., miracles of healing, which the apostles 
wrought among the people; these were, there¬ 
fore, miracles which conferred advantages and 
blessings, and were thus contradistinguished 
from the recent miraculous judgment of God 
which has just been described. The latter oc¬ 
curred in the bosom of the church; but these 
miracles of healing were performed for the ben¬ 
efit even of those who were not yet believers. This 
circumstance is more ftilly described in ver. 16, 
16. The sick were brought out of the houses 
along the streets (/card rhq rrA.), and deposited on 
beds and couches of various kinds, in order that 
they might be healed by Peter, even if only his 
shadow should fall on the one or the other. It 
should be carefully noticed here, that when Luke 
uses this peculiar language, he only intends to 
give expression to the popular thought; the peo¬ 
ple, he implies, entertained such confidence in 
the apostle’s power, that they ascribed a healing 
influence even to his shadow, [comp. oh. xix. 
12]. But he does not employ a single word 
which distinctly affirms that the mere shadow of 
Peter had healed any sick person. He simply 
testifies, particularly at the close of ver. 16, that 
Peter performed many miracles of healing, but 
he does not describe the mode. The phrase: dta 
r&v x et 9&> r « undoubtedly expresses more 
than the simple preposition dtd would have done; 
it authorizes us to infer that, in most cases, these 
miracles were wrought through the medium of 
the imposition of hands, or by touching the sick. 
It is, however, also possible, that in some in¬ 
stances, sick persons, whose faith prepared them 
to receive the gift of health, were restored with¬ 
out having been actually touched by Peter. 
Such faith or confidence in the power of the 
apostle to heal, was not confined to those who 
dwelt in the oity; it influenced othen also, and 


induced many who resided in the neighboring 
cities to bring their sick, as well as demoniacs, 
to Jerusalem; the relief which they sought, was 
invariably obtained. 

d. They were all with one accord, etc.— 
Luke relates, in addition, that the union of the 
believers and their assemblings, were uninter¬ 
ruptedly maintained; they met in Solomon’s 
porch (mentioned above, iii. 11), which was suf¬ 
ficiently spacious to admit them all, and was well 
suited for their meetings, although they now 
constituted a numerous body, and constantly re¬ 
ceived new accessions.—As their numbers had 
so greatly increased, it might have occurred, un¬ 
der ordinary circumstances, that individuals 
would enter with comparative ease, whose pres¬ 
ence might create a disturbance, or impair the 
harmony and confidence which had originally 
characterized their intercourse. They escaped 
suoh a great affliction in consequence of the sen¬ 
timents of esteem and reverence with wltich they 
were regarded by the people, insomuch that those 
who had not attached themselves to the church, 
respectfully refrained from approaching them 
when they were assembled (ver. 18, “no man 
durst join himself to them”, [i. obtrude him¬ 
self on them]). The interpretation of Baur, 
(who restricts avrol to the apostles, and supposes 
that the Christians themselves are designated 
by the term oi fotirol,) assumes that the profound 
reverence with which the members of the church 
regarded the apostles, kept them at a distance 
from the latter; but such a view is inconsistent 
with the whole character of the life of the church, 
as it is described in thr Acts. —Finally, many 
persons of both sexes believed in Jesus, and be¬ 
came connected with the company of the disci¬ 
ples, ver. 14: it was precisely this steady growth 
of the church (fore, ver. 16) whioh, at the same 
time, strengthened the confidence of the people 
in the miraculous powers of the apostles. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The penal miracle did not fail to produce a 
deep impression both on the church itself, and 
also on those who stood without. It solemnly 
admonished the former to watch over its own 
spiritual state with the utmost diligence, and was 
a most impressive warning against the sin of 
grieving the Holy Ghost. But it also taught the 
people that those who attached themselves to the 
church, were required to subject their conscience 
and whole spirit to the control of the Holy Ghost, 
and that a mere external union with the church, 
in which the heart had no share, was of no ad¬ 
vantage. The great object which the divine 
Head of the Church has in view, is not the acces¬ 
sion of a mixed multitude of members, but the 
sanctification of his people. 

2. The numerous miracles of healing which 
the apostles now perform, constitute the answer 
to the prayer recorded in ch. iv. 80; they also 
furnish the evidence that, however awful the 
manifestations of God’s displeasure with the 
wicked may be, he is always ready, in his infi¬ 
nite meroy, to help, to heal, and to save all those 
who seek his face. 
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HOMTLETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vie. 12. And by the hands, etc.—The 
wrath of God, who spoke by the mouth of the 
apostles, had consumed two hypocrites;but now, 
through the hands of the apostles, relief is afford¬ 
ed to a multitude of sufferers. Thus the Lord 
demonstrated that he had no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but preferred to do good to 
his creatures.—In wrath he remembers mercy 
[Hab. iii. 2], and even as he takes vengeance on 
the ungodly, so, too, he never turns away from 
the cry of the needy. (Apost. Past.). 

Vie. 13. And of the rest durst no man 
join himself to them. —It may be noticed even 
in our own day, that disingenuous men, who re¬ 
ject the word, do not readily approach an up¬ 
right servant of Christ, but rather avoid all in¬ 
tercourse with him. (Apost. Past.).—The judg¬ 
ment which visited Ananias and Sapphira, was a 
public testimony that the Lord does not prima¬ 
rily desire to gather a mixed multitude into the 
church. Hence it was one of the first results 
produced by that judgment, that no one ven¬ 
tured to form a merely outward connection with 
the believers; the power of the Spirit and of 
the truth, which was revealed in the latter, de¬ 
terred others from making any professions which 
were not sustained by the movements of their 
hearts. (EL H. Rieger). 

Vie. 14. And believers were the more 
added, even after that awfhl illustration of di¬ 
vine justice had been given! It seems then, that 
the apprehensions of a spurious wisdom are un¬ 
founded; that wisdom objects to the maintenance 
of a consistent and rigid church-discipline, fear¬ 
ing that others will thus be deterred from ap¬ 
proaching. No! Let good order be strictly 
maintained, and an improvement will soon be¬ 
come visible. (Starke).—Pruning is also one of 
the means which God employs for promoting the 
vigorous growth of the church. (Quesn.). 

Vie. 16. The shadow of Peter.—A pastor 
who is aware of his own insufficiency, sometimes 
becomes discouraged, and asks: “How can I 
accomplish any good work, when I myself am 
Bitting in the shade, and am more like a shadow 
than a living man T ” But God can accomplish a. 
great work by employing even the weakest things 
of the world [1 Cor. L 27], such as the shadow 
of Peter, if only the instrument humbly yields 
to his control. (Apost. Past .).—“The Lord is 
thy shade,” (Ps. cxxi. 6), was Peter’s answer. 
It was not his shadow that healed; the apostle, 
who tried the spirits [1 John iv. 1], would have 
rebuked the man who expected help from the 
shadow of a human being; the sick sought for 
aid from the power of God whioh wrought 
through Peter. (Besser). 


Vbe. 16. There came also a multitude - - 
unto Jerusalem. —Happy is he, whose distress 
has taught him to lift up his heart to the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to look in that direction for the 
power that shall healhim. 2 Cor. v. 1,2. (Quesn.). 
—Them which were vexed with unclean 
spirits. —We ought not, as pastors, to abandon 
hope in a single case, even if the individual be¬ 
fore us is possessed by the most unclean of the 
spirits, and by legions of them! (Ap. Past.).— 
The blessed results which follow, when God sifts the 
Church: I. The chaff is removed; (a) either ex¬ 
pelled, (Ananias and Sapphira), (6) or kept afar 
off (the people who durst not join thomselves to 
the believers, ver. 18); II. The wheat remains; 
(a) purified by faith; ( b ) united by love, ver. 12. 
—The mysterious power exercised by a believer who 
is filled with the Spirit: I. It repels the evil, ver. 
13, but attracts the good, ver. 14; II. It subdues 
unclean spirits, ver. 16, but gives rest to them 
that labor, and are heavy laden, ver. 15; HI. It 
is a savour of death unto death [2 Cor. ii. 16] to 
the enemies of the truth (Ananias and Sapphira; 
the priests and elders), but a savour of life unto 
life to them that seex salvation (the sick who 
were brought to Peter; believers who were add¬ 
ed to the church).—The human instrumentality 
employed in conducting a soul to heaven, pro¬ 
ceeds itself from the divine and only source of 
salvation.— The transition from the shadow of Peter 
into the light of Christ: I. Salvation is not obtained 
through Peter’s shadow, although the weakness 
and folly of men are often prompted to assign an 
undue value to the personal characteristics, the 
peculiarities, or even the infirmities of chosen 
instruments (the idolatrous attentions paid to 
preachers, pastors, heads of sects; the worship 
of relics); it proceeds solely from Christ, who 
was the light and life of Peter (ch. iii. 6); H. 
Salvation is not obtained through Peter himself, 
but through Him whose strength was made per¬ 
fect in Peter’s weakness [2 Cor. xii. 9]—through 
Christ, oh. iii 12. And thus Peter’s shadow di¬ 
rects attention to Christ, the light of the world, 
the sun of righteousness.—If Peter himself can¬ 
not save, much less can his shadow—the Pope— 
save a single soul!— What is the remedy that can 
heal a diseased soul f I. Not the shadow of Peter, 
nor the garment of Christ (Lu. viii. 44), that is 
to say, no outward object, no outward act; H. 
It is the light which shone on Peter, the power 
of Christ, that is to say, the life of God, revealed 
in Christ and his witnesses, received in faith, 
and infused into the soul.— The Gospel of Christ , 
the true Bethesda [John v. 2] ver. 16. —Sickness 
and misery enlarge the borders of the church of 
Christ. If the sick are to be healed, they must 
be brought to Jerusalem, ver. 16, that is, to Jeru¬ 
salem which is above, and which is the mother 
of us all [GaL iv. 26]. (Gossner). 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 




SECTION III. 

ANOTHER AND A MORE VIOLENT ASSAULT, CONDUCTED BY THE SADDUCEAN PARTY, 
IS FOLLOWED BY THE IMPRISONMENT OF ALL THE APOSTLESTHE MIRACULOUS 
DELIVERANCE OF THE LATTER, THEIR BOLD DEFENCE BEFORE THE GREAT COUN¬ 
CIL, AND THE INTERVENTION OF GAMALIEL, ULTIMATELY LED (AFTER THEY HAD 
SUFFERED SHAME FOR THE SAKE OF JESUS), TO THEIR RELEASE. 

Chapter V\ 17-42. 


A. —THE ARRI8T OF ALL THE APOSTLES, WHO ARE, HOWEVER, MIRACULOUSLY DELIVERED BY THE 
ANGEL OF THE LORD ; THEY ARB THEE SUMMONED TO APPEAR BEFORE THE GREAT COUNCIL, AMD 
VOLUNTARILY PRESENT THEMSELVES. 


Chapter V. 17-26. 

17 Then [But] the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect 

18 of the Sadduoees,) [om. parenthetical marks ] and were filled with indignation, 1 *And 
laid their* [am. their] hands on the apostles, and put them in the [a] common [pub- 

19 lie] prison. *But the [an] angel of the Lord by [during the] night opened the pris- 

20 on doors, and brought them forth, and said, *Go, stand and speak in the temple to 

21 the people all the words of this life. *And when they heard that , they entered into 
the temple early in the morning [temple about daybreak], and taught. But the high 
priest came, and they that were with him, and called the council together, and all the 
senate [all the elders] of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them 

22 brought. ♦But wheui the officers came, and found them not in the prison, they re- 

23 turned and told, *Saying, The prison truly [om. truly, £t*v] found we shut with all 
safety, and the keepers standing without* before [standing at^the doors: but when we 

24 had opened, we found no man [no one] within. *Now when the high priest* [the 
priest] and the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these things, they 
doubted of [were m doubt concerning] them whereunto this would grow [what this 

25 would become]. *Then came one and told them, saying 6 , Behold, the men whom ye 
put in prison are standing in the temple, and teaching [are in the temple, standing 

26 and teaching] the people. ♦Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them 
without [not with] violence: for they feared the people, lest 6 they should have been 
stoned [in order that they might not be stoned [the words: “for they feared the peo¬ 
ple”, viewed as a parenthetical remark )]. 

1 Ver. 17. [For indignation (Tyndale; Oranmer; Genera), the margin offer* (a* in WlcUf) the word entry. ** The word 
(ftAov) necessarily suggests the idea* of seal, party spirit, and indignant jealousy or envy, etc.” (J. A. Ales.); 
who refers to ch. xiii. 45, where the same word is translated envy, here prefers indignation. —Tr.] 

* Ver. 18. axtrmv is wanting in important MSS. and versions [A. B. D., Cod. Sin.. Syr., Vnlg., etc.,], and is, without doubt, 
an addition made by a copyist. [Found in E; omitted by Lach., Tlsch., Alf.—Ta.1 

* Ver. 23. itu is undoubtedly an interpolation, and was suggested by cow, which afterwards occurs, in the same vers*. 
It is not found In any of the more important MSS 4 [omitted in A. B. D. E., Cod. Sin., Vulg., and by Alf. as a u gloss ”h— 
ini [before rwr 0.1 is supported by the authority of the most important MSS. [by A. B. D. Cod. 8in.J; wp6 [of the tart, rec, 
and found in E.] fc a later correction, and was substituted as a more descriptive word. , 

* Ver. 24. 5 r« ccpcvc [of the tart. ire. 1 is wanting in many MSS. and versions, among which are some of the more im¬ 
portant [A. B. D. Cod. Sin., Vulg., etc.^; but it was unquestionably cancelled [by copyists] simply for the reason that ita 
presence in connection with ot ap \in the same clause was not comprehended. If it had not been originally employed 
in the text, it would certainly never have been inserted by a later hand. [No uncial MS. exhibits it; E reads oi iepetc; it 
is omitted by Lach. and Tlsch., but retained by AIL, and advocated by Meyer and de Wette, on the ground that the great 
variety of readings, intended as corrections, indicates its original presence.—T rJ 

* Ver. 26. [A^wv after ainoU, inserted in the tart. rtc. is omitted in A. D. E. Cod. Sin. Vulg., and cancelled by recent 
editors, including Stier.—Tx.) 

* Ver. 26. Lachmann [but not Tisch.] omits Iva, following the authority of several MSS., and assuming py is con¬ 
nected with i<f>ofiovvro, in which case, ira would be inaccurate. [If Iva is retained, the phrase: Ira Ai0. depends upon 
ov prri fitas ; it is omitted in B. D. E. Cod. Sin., but found in A., and retained by Alf.—Th.] 
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CHAP. y. 17-26. 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vie. 17, 18. Then the high priest rose 
up - - - prison. —This second interference of 
the highest Jewish tribunal with respect to the 
affairs of the Church, is marked by increased 
bitterness of feeling, and may be distinctly traced 
to the influence of the Sadducean party. The 
high priest rose up. avoordf, that is, proceeded to 
employ active measures; Annas is, no doubt, the 
individual meant, according to ch. iv. 6, although 
his son-in-law Caiaphas was, at that time [John 
xi. 49; xviii. 13], actually the high priest. 
Those who lent him their aid, irdvreg ol cvv avry, 
were, preeminently, the sect of the Sadducees. 
Luke does not say that the high priest himself be¬ 
longed to that sect (and no evidence of his con¬ 
nection with it exists elsewhere), hut simply in¬ 
forms us that the Sadduoees cooperated with 
him on this occasion. If Annas was a Pharisee, 
it is quite possible that the public appearance 
of the Christians as a distinct body, temporarily 
influenced the party feelings of the Pharisees and 
Sadduoees, in so far at least, that the distrust with 
which they regarded each other, was forgotten 
in the presence of a common enemy. When, 
therefore, the Sadducean party unequivocally as¬ 
sumed a hostile Attitude toward the apostles, the 
high priest was easily persuaded to become the 
ally of the foriner. As the resurrection of Jo¬ 
ses was the central fact to which the preaching 
of the apostles continually referred, the most vio¬ 
lent opposition which they encountered, natural¬ 
ly proceeded precisely from the sect of the Sad- 
dncees. 

Vie. 19. But the [an] angel of the Lord. 
—In the oourse of the night which followed the 
arrest of the apostles, they were liberated by an 
angel who opened the doors of the prison. In¬ 
terpreters who have deemed it necessary to trace 
this deliverance to natural causes, have suggested 
various agents, such as a flash of lightning, or an 
earthquake, or the keeper of the prison himself, 
or a resolute Christian. But all these explana¬ 
tions contradict the Scriptural narrative in direct 
and absolute terms; it might with equal pro¬ 
priety be asserted that the original facts had re¬ 
ceived legendary additions (Meyer), or that the 
whole narrative bore an unhistorical character 
(Banr; Zeller). Unless we conoede the point 
that angels do not exist, and that, consequent¬ 
ly, no miracles are wrought by them, the present 
narrative affords no grounds for the doubts of 
these interpreters. There are only two circum¬ 
stances in the narrative which might, at first 
view, suggest doubts: first, when the apoBtles 
are subsequently examined in the presence of 
the 8anhedrin, ver. 27 ff., no mention whatever 
is made of the mode in which they had been de¬ 
livered from the prison. .This circumstance cer¬ 
tainly demonstrates that the account which Luke 
gives, is a mere summary of events, in which full 
details are omitted, but not that it is itself un¬ 
trustworthy. Secondly, the liberation of the 
apostles appears to have been without a definite 
purpose, since they were, nevertheless, brought 
before the tribunal, after their escape, ver 27, 
and shamefully beaten, ver. 40, 41. This latter 
fact, however, by no means authorizes us to con- 
dude that their deliverance had been effected 


without an objeot in view, for Luke expressly re¬ 
fers, ver. 24, to the perplexity and confhsion of 
mind which prevailed among the enemies of the 
apostles, when the event occurred; with respect 
to them at least, the objeot of the miracle was at¬ 
tained. Further; it may be easily conceived that 
Buch a wonderful interposition of God, must have 
added new power to the faith of the apostles, and 
this effect is plainly seen in ver. 20 ff. Lastly, 
when the apostles voluntarily appear before the 
great Council, ver. 26, 27, they occupy a very 
different position from that of prisoners who are 
carried from a place of confinement to the pre¬ 
sence of the judges. Hence the alleged absence 
of an object, when the apostles were liberated 
during that night, is only apparent; the effects 
which it produced, indicate its object. 

Ver. 20. Go, stand and speak. —The aigel 
directs the apostles to stand forth with freedom 
and boldness (erradhrreg), and preach publicly in 
the temple [k/ 3 £, the sacred enclosure, as distin¬ 
guished from the edifice itself, called va6g], in the 
presence of the people; rd fyfjfiara rffc ^urjg ravrifc 
are the words that refer to this life, this blessed 
life in Christ and through Christ. If an hy pallage 
should be assumed to occur here [so that the 
true meaning would be thus expressed: ra Mft. 
ravra rrjg £.], (an assumption, which, however, is 
by no means necessary), the meaning would be: 
Ufe- words : such a conception would scarcely have 
been expressed by Luke, or have originated in 
those primitive times. 

Ver. 21-23. But the high priest oame.— 
While the Apostles were teaching in the temple, 
the high priest and his followers called a meeting 
of the whole Sanhedrin, for the purpose of in¬ 
stituting legal proceedings against the apostles. 
The expression noca yepovcia r. viuv 'I op., can¬ 
not, however, be reasonably understood as desig¬ 
nating any others than the irpeofibrepoi mentioned 
in ch. iv. 5. Meyer and Stier, it is true, assign 
the utmost latitude of meaning to the words, and 
suppose that the entire college or body of the 
elders is here meant. The sense would then be, 
that an extraordinary session of the Sanhedrin 
was held, at which even those elders of the peo¬ 
ple, who were not regular members of it, also 
assisted. Such additions to the aotual members 
of the Council, are not recorded elsewhere, and 
the Sanhedrin uniformly bears the name of ye- 
povola in the Second Book of the Maccabees. That 
a tautology occurs in the present passage must 
be admitted, but the cause may be readily found 
in the purpose of the writer to indicate distinct¬ 
ly that the whole number of the members was 
present at the meeting [i. e. the council and 
all the senate, equivalent to: the council, in¬ 
cluding all the elders who were members of i/.]. 

Ver. 24, 25. Now when - - - heard these 
things. —The title 6 lepebg doubtless designates 
the high priest himself, and ol apx&pelg are high 
priests in the wider sense of the term [that is, 
predecessors of the high priest, who retained the 
title, and also the heads of the twenty-four sa¬ 
cerdotal classes, or courses, 1 Chron. xxiv. 1-19 ; 
2 Chron. viii. 14; Luke i. 6 .—Tb.]. The captain of 
the temple-guard, who was, no doubt, himself a 
priest, may nave been personally engaged in ef¬ 
fecting the arrest of the apostles; comp. ch. iv. 1 ff. 

Ver. 26. Then went the captain.— The 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


captain of the temple now conducted the apostles 
to the place in which the Sanhedrin was assem¬ 
bled, but without offering personal constraint; 
his motive in avoiding violent measures is indi¬ 
cated in the words: 2va fit} ht$atr&. These words 
are much more naturally connected with Ifyaycv 
— f$iac. than with k<pofioivro. Even if instances 
can be produced from Greek writers who em¬ 
ployed the Attic dialect, in whioh <po(hicrdcu is 
connected with faru? fifi, Iva ftfi, the passive verb 
Xe&atrfrCxHv seems to indicate that the former 
construction was really intended; the words 
h$of$. y&p t. ha. may, without any difficulty be 
regarded as parenthetical.—The popular feeling 
which was manifested on this occasion, is truly 
remarkable. The guard must have considered it 
a possible event, that they would be stoned by the 
people, if they resorted to violence in their treat¬ 
ment of the apostles. The popular favor which 
the apostles enjoyed, had undoubtedly reached 
its culminating point at this time. The sources 
from which it proceeded, are readily ascertained: 
many benefits had been conferred, not simply on 
individuals, but on entire families whose sick re¬ 
latives had been healed; and then, the apostles 
had been imprisoned on the previous day, but 
had been liberated, not by human aid, but by a 
direct interposition of God. We may conjecture 
that the latter circumstance inspired the apostles 
with unusual confidence, and augmented the 
power of their language when they addressed the 
people. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Christ is our Redeemer, preeminently as 
the Crucified One, [1 Cor. ii. 2J," and the cross is 
the mark by which the Gospel is recognised; so, 
too, the history of the apostles and of the primi¬ 
tive church exhibits a development which pro¬ 
ceeded under the sign of the cross. Every 
blessing was succeeded by a trial, either origina¬ 
ting in the bosom of the church [ver. 1 ff.], or 
produced by external causes. But the richest 
and most glorious consolations whioh the devout 
receive from heaven, are also imparted to them 
only under the cross. 

2. The angel of the Lord here acts as a minis¬ 
ter, not only of God the Father in his government 
of the world, but also of the exalted Son of God; 
he exerts an influence on occurrences in civil and 
daily life, but, at the same time, also on the pro¬ 
gress of the kingdom of God, that is, the devel¬ 
opment of the church of Christ. 

8. The angel encourages the apostles to speak 
all the “wokIs of this life.’ 1 He belongs to the 
celestial world, in which death is not known; he 
neither manifests 'an interest, nor does he ac¬ 
tively participate, in aught else, save that which 
is oalled life, and whioh possesses fife. Hence 
the angels appeared in large numbers at the birth 
of the Redeemer, who is the life of the world, 
and at his resurrection, whioh was the most glo¬ 
rious manifestation of his life, and of his victory 
over death. The angels rejoice over one sinner 
that repenteth [Lu. xv. 7,10]; they take pleasure 
only in those words whioh refer to the life that 
was manifested [1 John i. 2], and that imparts 
life to the world; suoh words alone claim their 
aotive and efficient aid. I 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 17. Then the high priest rose np.— 
When the Lord arises to build up Zion [Pa. ciL 
16] through the instrumentality of his servants, 
the enemy also arises, in order to employ hie 
servants in hindering the work, (Ap. Past.).— 
The seot of the Sadducees. —The carnal and 
sinful life of the Sadducees, both of ancient and 
of modern times, is sluggish, as long as the 
Spirit of God, and his warning messages, are 
withheld. But when the disciples of Christ, 
filled with the Holy Ghost, bear witness against 
that carnal life by their words and their deeds, 
it is at once aroused, openly avows its hostility, 
and manifests a satanic zeal in its opposition to 
God and his Gospel. “How often, since that day, 
the Sadduoean Annas, who Uvea after the flesh 
even when he assumes the Christian name, has 
attempted to bind beUevers and their faith with 
chains!” (Leonh. and Sp.).— And were filled 
with indignation. —The servants of Christ 
ara filled with the Holy Ghost; his enemies with 
a hellish zeal [ tfXov; Germ, version: Eifer~\ 1— 
A holy zeal , and a wicked zeal: L The objects of 
each; II. The manifestation of each. [GaL iv. 
17, 18]. 

Ver. 18. Put them in the common prison. 
—The bonds and chains by which men are confined 
for Christ’s sake, are. truly honorable badges. 
(Queen.). 

Ver. 19. But the angel of the Lord. —There 
is a divine “But,” which often disconcerts the 
plans of men. When the latter have matured 
their evil counsels, this “But” defeats them alL 
Joseph says to his brethren; “Ye thought evil 
against me, but God meant it unto good.” David 
complains in the second Psalm: “The rulers take 
counsel together against the Lord, and against 
his anointed; but He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in deri¬ 
sion.” (Ahlfeld.)— By night opened the 
prison doors. —Affliction is not of long continu¬ 
ance; be not dismayed, thou sorrowing soul! 
“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning.” Ps. xxx. 6.—No bars nor bolts 
are so strong, that the Lord cannot open a 
passage for his servants. There are no sorrows 
so profound, no burdens so heavy, that the Lord 
cannot, in his own appointed time, give rehef to 
the soul.—But He who holds the key which opens 
the prison doors of his servants, holds also the key 
of heU and death, yea, the key of heaven and 
eternal life. (Ap. Past.).— The angel* of God, 
ministering unto our salvation, [Hebr. 1 .14]: as, L 
Friends of the devout; II. Guardians at night; 
III. DeUverers from danger; IV. Leaders in the 
path of duty, ver. 20; V. Messengers of heavenly 
life in the world, ver. 20; VI. Guides to heavenly 
Ufe and eternal joy.—How precious man is in 
the sight of God, since an entire invisible world 
is at hand, and ready to afford him aid in seek¬ 
ing salvation! How full of comfort the assurance 
is, that they that be with us, are more than they 
that be against us [2Kings vi. 16]. (Fr. Arndt.) 
— Brought them forth.—A strange begin¬ 
ning, but a glorious end! Thou sayest: The 
course of events is wonderful; what will the 
issue be? We reply: Unquestionably, it ii won- 
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derfal, bat is not God He who doeth wonders ? 
(H. Muller). 

Yeb. 20. Go, stand and speak in the 
temple to the people. —The angel does not 
say: Go, seek concealment!—but—Go, and stand 
forth! He does not say: Speak to your own 
company!—but—Speak in the temple to the 
people! Such a commission is suited, not to 
men who oonfer with flesh and blood [Gal. i. 16], 
but to those, who, at all times, promptly respond: 
Lord, at thy word! (Lu. v. 5). These are the 
men through whom God accomplishes his great 
designs. (Williger).— All the words of this 
life. — The word of Christ , demonstrated in the his¬ 
tory of the apostles as a word of life: by the power 
of that word, they, L Were endowed with a di- 
Tine life in the soul; II. Communicated a new 
life to the world; III. Joyfully ventured their 
temporal life; IV. Triumphantly gained eternal 
life. 

Ver. 23. We found no man within. — Every 
persecution which believers endure for Christs sake , 
ultimately glorifies Him in them: I. Where Christ 
appears, the power of his life is speedily mani¬ 
fested, ver. 16; II. The enemy, to whom that 
lift is invisible (ver. 171, attempts to fetter it, 
ver. 18; III. But it is ultimately revealed in all 
its glorious freedom and power, ver. 19-23. (Ahl- 
feld.).— Praise thy Ood , 0 Zion l I. Out of Zion 


God hath shined, [Ps. L 2,] ver. 16; II. Let the 
children of Zion be joyful in their king, [Ps. cxlix. 
2] ver. 17.18; III. The Redeemer shall come to 
Zion, [Is&i. lix. 20] ver. 19 ff. (Leupold). 

Ver. 24. They doubted of them where- 
unto this would grow. —How salutary this 
alarm of the enemies of the Lord might have 
been, if they had been willing to recognize the 
mighty hand of God, and bow in submission be¬ 
fore his majesty and power! (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 25. Then came one and told them. 
—When an injury is to be inflicted on Christ and 
his people, a Judas can always be found. 

Ver. 26. They feared the people. —Godli¬ 
ness converts men into Zeroes; ungodliness, into 
cowards. (Starke).— The Lord glorified alike in 
the joys and the sorrows of his servants: I. In the 
blessing which attends their labors; II. In the 
trials which acoompany that blessing; III. In 
the protection which he grants to his suffering 
servants. (Langbein).— How the Lord builds up 
his church by his protecting care in seasons of perse¬ 
cution: I. He permits its enemies to rage, so that 
their unholy passions may demonstrate the inno¬ 
cence of his persecuted people; II. He opens a 
pathway for his messengers, so that their suc¬ 
cessful labors may reveal the helplessness of its 
enemies. (Lisco). 


B.-^thb apostles boldly dbfend themselves before the great council; they are ultimately 

RELEASED, IN CON8EQUENCB OF THE INTERVENTION OF GAMALIEL, AFTER THEY HAD BEEN SHAME¬ 
FULLY BEATEN. 

Chapter V. 27-42. 

27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high 

28 priest asked them, *Saying, Did not 1 we straitly command [We strictly commanded] 
you that ye should not teach in this name? Q note of interrog. om., and placed at end 
of verse], and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend [wish] 

29 to bring this man's blood upon us [?]. *Then Peter and the other [om. other] apos- 

30 ties answered and said, We ought to [must] obey God rather than men. *The God 
of our fathers [has] raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree [the wood, 

31 fuloo]. *Him [This (one)] hath God exalted with his right hand to he a Prince and 

32 a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. * And we are his* 
witnesses of these things [words]; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath 

33 given to them that obey him. *When they heard that , they were cut to the heart, 

34 and took counsel 4 to slay them. ♦Then stood there [But (d€) there stood] up one in 
the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law [a scribe], had in repu¬ 
tation [highly esteemed] among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles 5 

35 [the men] forth a little space 5 ; *And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to 

36 yourselves what ye intend to do as touching [with respect to] these men. ♦For before 
these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be [and alleged (kfywv) that he was] 
somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined 7 themselves: who 
was slain; and all, as many as obeyed 8 him, were scattered and brought to nought. 

37 ♦After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away much 9 
people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed. 

38 ♦And now I say unto you, Refrain [Stand off] from these men, and let them alone: 

39 for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: ♦But if it be of 
God, ye cannot 10 [will not be able to] overthrow it u [them]; lest haply ye be found even 


Digitized by L^ooQLe 



96 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


40 to [that ye be not even found as those who] fight .against God. *And to ’him they 
agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten [scourged] them , they com- 

41 manded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. *And 
they [They now, ol fikv ouv] departed from the preeenoe of the council, rejoicing that 

42 they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his 1 * name. *And daily in the temple, 
and in every house [here and there in houses, xar* oTxov], they ceased not to teach 
and preach Jesus Christ [ceased not to proclaim the gospel concerning Jesus the (rJv) 
Messiah]. 

I Ver. 38. ov [of the text. rec. before vapay-, giving the whole an interrogative form] is wanting in A. B., in some ancient 
tenione, and in some of the fathers; It is undoubtedly spurious; for if it had been originally in the text, no one would 
have cancelled It, whereas its insertion on accoun#of ernipumpe could easily occur. [Found in D. E., but omitted in A. B. 
Cod. Sin. Vulg. etc., and canoelled by recent edit op; it was inserted by a later band (C) in Cod. Sin.—T b.] 

•Ver. 32.—avrov [of text rec.] after iapiv seemed to be superfluous, as pAprvpet was followed by another genitive de¬ 
pending on it, and was therefore omitted in some MSS. [A. D. Cod. Sin.] and versions [Syr., Vulg.], or iv awT» was subetf- 
tuted [B., and adopted by Lach.]; but, as the more difficult reading, it is, without doubt, genuine. [Found in JL, and 
retained by Tisch. and Alf.] 

•Ver. 83. a. [The Italicized words of the Engl, version: to the heart, are supplied from ch. vii. 64, where they am 
connected in the Greek with precisely the same verb; see the exegetical note on this verse.—Ta.] 

4 Ver. 33. b. l/3ovAevovro is not better attested, it is true, than «0ovAovto, but should be preferred, as the shorter form 
oould more easilv have proceeded from the longer than vice versa, [ipov Acvovro, of D. H., and also Cod. Sin., is preferred 
by Tisch. and Alf. to ifiovhovro of A. B. E., which latter Lach. adopts.-—T e.] 

6 Ver. 34. a. r. avdptanov* was exchanged in some MSS. for the explanatory a«ro<rrdAov?, but it is sufficiently attested, 
and, even, in sermone oblique , may be the term actually employed by Gamaliel. [Alford, with D. E. H. reads airoor.; Lach. 
and Tisch. with A. B. Cod. Sin. Vulg., etc., read ardpwv.; de Wette regards the latter as a correction to suit ver. 36, 38.— 
Tb.] , 

• Ver. 34. b. rc after Pp*x^ [in H. and text, rec.] Is not genuine, as external evidence demonstrates, and is clearly a 
later adddition. [Rejected by recent critics, in accordance with A. B. D. E. Cod. 8in.—T b.] 

•Ver. 80. a. The reading wpofricAifhj is sufficiently attested [by A. B. Cou. Sin., and adopted by later editoral but does 
not occur elsowhere in the New Test.; for this more difficult reading other terms were substituted: *-po?«icAj|0q [C.^ wpors- 
xoAAt}0tj [text. rec. 1and also vpoferrtbf [the two latter only In minuscules.—T b.] 

•Ver. 30. b. [The word obeyed (or, followed , lit. were persuaded by) in the text of the Engl, version (Geneva), Is pre¬ 
ferable to 6e/teu«d(Wiclif; Tynd.; Cranmer) in the margin. (Robinson; J. A. Alexander.)—Ta.] 

•Ver. 37. [ixarbr of text, rec., found in E. H., is omitted in A. B. Cod. Sin. Vulg., etq., and cancelled by Lach. Tisch. 
and Alf. with whom Moyer and de Wette concur; C. and D. substitute noAvv.—Ta.] 

10 Ver. 39. a. The fut. 6vtnia«<r$* has by for the stronger testimony in its fitvor [found ill B. 0. D. E.; Vulg. etc.]; the 
pres. Mraaf* [of text, rec.] was substituted, in order to give the strongest possible emphasis to Gamaliers opinion. [Alford, 
who retains the pros., (found in A. H.) regards the frit, as an alteration to agree with the foregoing fritom, ircreA, and the 
conditional «i. Lach. and Tisch. adopt the fut. Cod. Sin. exhibits bvvrio-ecBeu.— Ta.] 

II Ver. 39 b. avrov? is supported by many MSS. and versions [A. B. C. D. E. and Cod. Sin.], while avn5 is but feebly 
attested [by Vulg., etc., and adopted in text, rec.]; it seems to be a correction to suit rb ipyov , as an easier sense, [ovrous, 
Lach. Tisch. Alf.l 

“ Ver. 41. rov 6v6paro* without the appended avrov [of text, rec.] is, unquestionably, the original reading; the following 
explanatory additions occur: avrov ; Itjoov [Vulg.]; rov x/hotov; rov xvpi'ov, etc. [avrov is omitted by later critics, in 
accordance with A. B. C. D. H. and Cod. Sin.—Ta.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 27. And the high priest asked 
them. —The word hrrjp&TTiaevy certainly* seems 
to indicate that the words of the presiding judge, 
which are now reported, had assumed the form 
of a direct question, although this is not really 
the case, as ov is spurious. Still, the whole 
tenor of the high priest’s language, in which the 
apostles are charged with having promulgated 
their doctrine, notwithstanding the prohibition 
[in iv. 18], shows that he demanded, at least indi¬ 
rectly, an explanation of their conduct. [See 
note 1 above, appended to the text— Tb.] 

Veb. 28. (a) Did not we straitly command 
[We strictly commanded] you, etc.—The high 
priest refers with great circumspection to Jesus, 
and avoids the actual mention of his name, as if 
it were inconsistent with his dignity to pronounce 
it; he merely says: r*> ov6p. rotrn^J ; rov av&p. 
toOtov. But Peter, on the contrary, is not 
ashamed of the name of Jesus; he names him 
with the utmost freedom and boldness, and as¬ 
cribes all honor and glory to him, ver. 80 ff. 

(b ) And, behold, ye have filled.— The high 
riest alleges, as the most serious charge whioh 
e can produce against the apostles, that they had 
wished kirayayelv k<p’ fip&Q the blood of Jesus. 
Meyer thus interprets the verb: to cause that 
the blood of this man which was shed, should 


be avenged by a popular insurrection. Such a 
fulness of meaning can, however, scarcely be as¬ 
cribed to it. It is more probable that the high 
priest accused the apostles only of an attempt to 
fix the responsibility and guilt of having shed 
that blood, on him and his associates. The re- 
proaoh which he utters, betrays the seoret trou¬ 
ble of his conscience, which was oppressed by a 
dread of well-merited punishment. The charge 
which he brings is not entirely unfounded, for 
Peter had, without the least reserve, said to the 
Banhedrists: Ye slew Jesus—ye slew him with 
your own hands (tiexuptoao&e,) ver. 80. Still, 
the odions, revengeful, and hostile sentiments 
which the high priest ascribes to the apostles, 
had not controlled them; the language in ver. 81, 
on the contrary, contains an indirect offer even 
to the Banhedrists of the divine gift of repentance 
and forgiveness with respect to the sin committed 
by them. 

Veb. 29. We ought to obey God rather 
than men. —This truth, which had once before 
been expressed, cb. iv. 19, is repeated on this occa¬ 
sion in a far more emphatic manner. Peter had 
introduced it, in the former case, only at the close 
of the proceedings, but here he at once com¬ 
mences his defence with a distinct statement of 
it. He may be said to have, on the former occa¬ 
sion, addressed himself to the members of the 
Sanhedrin personally, and appealed to their own 
conscience: t\ 6bccu6v tariv, — xpivare ; but he now 
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repeats the sentiment in terse and absolute terms, 
as an incontestable truth, without inquiring 
whether it would receive the assent of his judges, 
or be unconditionally rejected by them. 

Via. 80-32. The God of our fathers.— 
Meyer, who adopts the view of Erasmus and 
others, supposes that the phrase: 6 &e6c—ipyeipev 
Iqcmvv refers to the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead; but when kyeipetv has this sense in the 
Acts, it is always connected with ex vexp&v [iii. 
15: iv. 10; xiii. 80; or the context indicates 
that sense, x. 40; xiii. 87]. Besides, the se¬ 
quence of the clauses beginning with byeipev — 
duxttpujaen&e, — vipoxre, indicates that the suc¬ 
cession of events, in the order in which they really 
occurred, was intended to be set forth. Hence, 
tyztpev cannot refer to any other event than the 
public appearance of Jesus as the messenger of 
flod [“ ratted up, sent into the world." Hack.J. 
Ia accordance with this interpretation, infxjoe in 
▼er. 81, inoludes both the resurrection, and the 
ascension. 

Veil 83. When they heard that, etc.; 
itncpiovra, literally, they were sawed through; dis- 
mm bantur (Vulg.);^ findebantur; it cut them 
through the heart, they became violently enraged: 
many of the members, accordingly, conceived the 
thought of putting these men to death, and se¬ 
cretly consulted with one another respecting the 
mode; they cannot, however, have openly dis¬ 
cussed this subject, since the apostles were only 
afterwards, (ver. 84), directed to withdraw. 

Yin. 34. Gamaliel. —Three facts connected 
with the personal history of this man, are stated: 
(1) he was a member of the Sanhedrin; (2) he be¬ 
longed to the party of the Pharisees; (8) he was 
a scribe [ vopodcddoKoXoc, a teacher of the law , 
equivalent to ypapparei^, scribe , Robinson : Lex. 
ed peri.]. The second and third are more fully 
illustrated in ch. xxii. 8, where Paul, who evi¬ 
dently describee himself as having been originally 
a Pharisee (dxplfieia rov ir arp^ov vduov ), states 
that he had sat at the feet of Gamaliel as a pupil. 
As to the fact first stated, some writers have 
supposed that he was the President of the Coun¬ 
cil, but the terms rugivT<p owedp. cannot possibly 
describe the presiding officer; they simply state 
that he was one of the members.—Two learned 
men, who both receive the same name, are men¬ 
tioned in Jewish history: Gamaliel I. or, the Old 


[the Elder] (jpfH), * son of Rabbi Simeon, 

tnd grandson of the oelebrated Hillel, and Ga¬ 
maliel II., or Gamaliel of Jabne [the Jamnta of the 
Books of the Maccabees and Josephus, situated 
between Diospolis (Lydda) and Ashdod (von 
Kauxxk: Palsestma, p. 208 .—Tr. 1. Each re¬ 
ceives the honorable appellation of kabban in the 
Talmud, and is described as having been the pre¬ 
siding officer of the Sanhedrin. The younger 
or seeopd Gamaliel cannot be the individual 
meant in the text, as the period in which he 
flourished did not begin until A. D. 80, after the 
destruction of Jerusalem, aud continued to the 
year 118. But no chronological difficulties in¬ 
terfere with the interpretation which identifies 
the Gamaliel of the text with the older, or the 
flnt of that name. The period in which he 
labored, coincides, according to the Talmud, with 
the reigns of Tiberias, Caligula and Claudius, 


and he is said to have died eighteen years after 
the destruction of Jerusalem. This interpreta¬ 
tion encounters no internal difficulty, unless we 
assume that the ancient Christian tradition (ifc- 
eognit. Clem. I. 65; Photms , Cod. 171) is really 
more than a mere oonjecture suggested by the 
present text ; according to that tradition, Ga¬ 
maliel had Becretly become a Christian, and had, 
at a later period, in conjunction with his son Abib 
and with Nioodemus, been baptized by the apos¬ 
tles Peter and John. But this account is alto¬ 
gether inconsistent with the strict Pharisaic and 
national character of Gamaliel I., as he is de¬ 
scribed in Jewish writings, and it is by no means 
sustained by the opinion which he expresses in 
ver. 86-89. 

Ver. 86. Ye men of Israel. —Gamaliel ad¬ 
vises the council to exercise prudence and to 
wait, rather than hastily adopt measures that 
might produce results which they would regret, 
iavroZf, ver. 86 j he therefore proposes 
that the apostles should be temporarily released, 
without the infliction of any punishment, died- 
gttjte — k(u kdaare avrobf , ver. 88. He appeals, in 
confirmation of his views, to the lessons which 
experiencenkiches, and asserts that if the whole 
affair proceeded solely from a human source, it 
would come to an end without any interference- 
on their part, but that if it had really been or¬ 
dered and sustained by God himself, it could not 
possibly be opposed with success. The opinion 
whioh the speaker himself entertained respecting 
the human or divine source of the proceedings 
of the apostles, cannot be ascertained from his 
words. Meyer, who follows Bengel’s example 
[“cav y, si fit—conditional! ter; el lor tv , si est 
—categorioe.” (Gnom. ad loc.) —Te.], compares 
el with the Indie, pres., at the beginning of ver. 
89, with idv followed by the Subj. in the preced¬ 
ing verse, and thenoe concludes that Gamaliels 
himself considered it probable that the Christian- 
religion proceeded from a divine rather than from 
a human souroe. It may here be remarked, in 
general, that el with the Indio, pres, is by far 
more objective than Idv with the Subj., that is, 
the latter construction supposes that a certain 
case occurs, while the former, without any refer* 
ence to actual occurrences, simply states the con¬ 
dition under which any case will occur; cemp. 
Bjsumlein: Or. Sckulgr. 2d ed. J 604, 606. 

S Kuehner, transl. by Edwards and Taylor, on el, 
839,2,1. (a); on idv , II. (6); Matthijb, transl. 
by Blomfield, {J 608, 628. — u idv and ei are 
sometimes combined in two parallel propositions:. 
Acts v. 88, 89. idv y If *. r. X (if it should be of 
men, which the result will show), el Si ix &. itrrtv ,. 
x. t. A (if it is of God, a case which I suppose)."' 
Winer: Or. N . T . J 41, 2, near the end. —Tr]. 
Gamaliel undoubtedly assumes that the cause of 
the apostles may possibly be the cause of God, 
and that, accordingly, any opposition to them 
would be sinful resistance offered to God himself 
(deo/ibxoij ver. 89). The two instances, howev¬ 
er, which he adduces, ver. 86, 87, indicate, that, 
as a consistent and decided Pharisee, he never¬ 
theless expected that this new effort, like many 
similar innovations, would soon terminate in an 
entire failure. And on this aooount, also, the 
present address is quite consistent with the 
character which Gamaliel I. bears in history. 
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Ver. 86, 87. Por before these days, etc.— 
The two historical events to which Gamaliel ap¬ 
peals, are connected with the Galilean Judas and 
with Theudas. The former is repeatedly men¬ 
tioned by Josephus (Antiq . xviii. 1,1; xx. 6, 2; 
Bell. Jud. ii. 8, 1). This Judas was born in Ga- 
m&la, in Lower Gaulonitis, and is, on this ac- 
count, once termed a Gaulonite by Josephus, but 
also twice a Galilean, as in this place, [having' 
subsequently lived in Galilee, (de W.)—Tr. 1. 
The fact that he instigated the people to rebel, 
at the time when Augustus directed Quirinus to 
take the census (Jos. Ant xviii. 1,1), fully agrees 
with the present statement; kv toIq igu nfr 
anoygafTK, etc.; he represented this measure as 
the means by which a yoke was to be put upon 
the people, and appealed to the established prin¬ 
ciple : pdvov jyyepbva ko. 1 deoirdnyv r6v debv elvai. 
a Luke informs us that Judas himself perished, 
while Josephus (Ant. xx. 6, 2) records the death 
of his sons; the two statements are complement¬ 
ary to one another. And the remark of Jose¬ 
phus that the band of Judas afterwards re-ap- 
peared during the Jewish war, may h? easily re¬ 
conciled with the text before us, widch simply 
mentions the dispersion UkeoKoprrimiioav ), but 
not the entire extinction oi that band. 

But while the narrative of Luke fully agrees 
with that of Josephus, as far as Judas is con¬ 
cerned, (although it is obvious that the former 
was not derived from the latter), the case of 
Theudas presents an entirely different aspect. 
The general facts which Josephus relates con¬ 
cerning a certain Theudas, perfectly agree with 
those recorded by Luke, but the chronological 
data are totally different The leading facts 
presented in ver. 86, and those narrated by Jo¬ 
sephus (Ant. xx. 6, 1) precisely agree in the fol¬ 
lowing particulars: 1. Theudas incited the peo¬ 
ple to revolt, and found numerous adherent s; 2. 
He professed to be a person of special import¬ 
ance (teyuv elvai rcva lavrw); for instance, he 
styled himself a prophet, and promised to divide 
the waters of the Jordan by his word (Jos.); 8. 
He himself was slain, and his party became ex¬ 
tinct. Josephus relates that he was captured and 
beheaded, and that his adherents were, partly 
killed, and partly taken prisoners by the cavalry 
which had been sent in pursuit of them.—But 
the dates of the events of the two narratives dif¬ 
fer in a surprising manner. According to Luke, 
the insurrection of Judas was posterior to that 
of Theudas (perd rovrov, ver. 87), and the latter 
was, of •course, anterior to the delivery of this 
address (irpd roirruv rSw Jjfieptiv, ver. 86). Jose¬ 
phus, on the other hand, distinctly states that 
this Theudas appeared as an insurgent when 
Cuspius Fadus was the Procurator, that is, du¬ 
ring the Teign of the emperor Claudius, and, 
consequently, not before A. D. 44, whereas the 
address of Gamaliel was delivered during the 
reign of Tiberius, who died A. D. 87. Now as 
Judas, according to the concurrent testimony of 
Josephus and Luke, began his movements at the 
time wheta the census was taken, the Theudas 
mentioned in ver. 86, must have come forward 
about fifty years before that Theudas, of whom 
Josephus speaks, acted as an insurrectionist. 
[Augustus, during whose reign Judas appeared, 
as stated above, died A. D. 14; the Theudas of 


Josephus appeared during the reign of Claudius, 
which began A. D. 41.— Tr.]. It is, therefore, 
usually assumed that the Theudas of Luke was a 
different person from the one who bears the same 
name in Josephus (Ant. xx. 6, 11); this is the 
opinion of Bengel, Baumgarten, and many others 
[ e. g. Origen, Bcza, Grotius, Kosenm., Kuin., 
Ols., Lardner, Guericke, Ebrard, Joel, J. A. 
Alexander, Hackett. —TrJ. These writers are 
influenced by the following considerations: 1. 
The name Theudas, was not rare among the Jews 
(Lightfoot); 2. Insurrections frequently occur¬ 
red among the Jews at that period; 8. Josephus 
does not furnish a full historical account, and 
may have easily omitted all mention of an earli¬ 
er Theudas who was at the head of a party du¬ 
ring the age of Herod the Great. That such an 
omission may have occurred, cannot be denied m 
abstracto. Still, the agreement between ver. 86 
and the narrative of Josephus in the three par¬ 
ticulars mentioned above, is so striking, that an 
unbiassed reader would involuntarily receive the 
impression that the same individual, and the 
same events were meant by both writers, partic¬ 
ularly as not every leader of an insurgent band 
would presume to assert that he possessed a su¬ 
per-human authority. But if this supposition 
is correct, an erroneous chronological statement 
—a iep6?jnf)ic attributed by Luke to Gamaliel— 
must be admitted (de Wette, Neander, Meyer). 
[A recent writer, A. Kohler, in Herzog's Real- 
Encyk. Vol. 16, p. 40, states a theory which origin¬ 
ated with Wieseler, and which, adoptingas a basis 
the statements found in Josephus, Ant. xviL 6, 
2-4; ch. 9, 1-8; xix. 6, 4; Bell Jud. L 38, 2-4, 
presents the following features:—About the close 
of Herod’s reign, Matthias and another zealot, 
named Judas, commenced proceedings on relig¬ 
ious grounds, which resulted in a popular tumult. 
It was suppressed, and Matthias was ultimately 
burned alive by order of Herod. This Matthias 
—Kcjhler proceeds—was Gamaliel's Theudas. 
For Matthias is simply the Grecized form of the 
Hebrew name Mattaniah , (found in 2 Kings xxiv. 
17, and elsewhere frequently, and signifying gtfi 
of Jehovah) ; when translated into Greek, it as¬ 
sumes the form of Gnxfdf=0«x5df=Geodc^jof. 
Either Luke here translates the name in writing 
to Theophilus, or else Matthias, in accordance 
with the Jewish oustom at the time, substituted 
for his Hebrew name, one in Greek of similar 
import.—*In allusion to the opinion apparently 
adopted by the author above, viz.: that Luke rep¬ 
resents Gamaliel as speaking proleptically of 
Theudas, Alford (adloc.) remarks: “We are 
plainly in no position (setting ajl other considera¬ 
tions aside) to charge 8t. Luke with having put 
into the mouth of Gamaliel words which he could 
not have uttered. - - - All we can say is, that 
such impostors are too frequent, for any one to 
be able to say that there was not one. of this 
name at the time specified. It is exceedingly im¬ 
probable, considering the time and circumstances 
of the writing of the Acts, and the evident super¬ 
vision of them by St. Paul, the pupil of Gamaliel, 
that a gross historical mistake should have been 
here put into his mouth.”— Tr.1 
Ver. 88-42. Refrain from these men. — The 
opinion of Gamaliel, whose calmness, thought¬ 
fulness, and apparent impartiality, contrast 
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strikingly with the heated fanaticism and pas¬ 
sionate language of others, especially of the 
Sadducees, was adopted to a certain extent; the 
eonncil resolved to abandon the murderous plan 
which they had entertained, ver. 83, and to re¬ 
lease the apostles. Nevertheless, they decided to 
inflict corporeal pnnishment on the latter, and 
that sentence was carried into effect, ver. 40; 

to fiay , excoriate by scourging"]. They had a 
twofold objeot in view: they desired, on the one 
hand, to avoid the appearance of having causeless¬ 
ly instituted proceedings, and, on the other, to 
punish the disobedience of the apostles; comp, 
ver. 28; their own dignity and consistency 
seemed to demand that their previous threats (ch. 
iv. 17, 21) should be executed. But the apostles 
are not intimidated either by bodily punishments 
or by repeated and stern prohibitions; they leave 
die spot, on the contrary, with the animating and 
happy consciousness that they are honored when 
they suffer shame for the sake of the name of 
Jesus. And they continue to testify daily that 
Jesus is the Christ, both publicly in the temple, 
and also privately in the houses of believers. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Jesus, a Prince and a Saviour, ver. 81; he 
is called apxnYft, since he is our leader ; he is 
not only the chief\ “the author [Greek: &PXV7' 
Heb. xii. 2] and finisher of our faith,” but also 
the ruler who claims obedience. (The office of 
Christ as our King, is here indicated). Christ, 
as hpxTT&y commands an army which obeys him, 
a kingdom which belongs to him.—But he is also 
termed aurijp. He saves us from the greatest evil, 
the most imminent danger—namely, from sin and 
its wages, from the wrath of God and eternal de¬ 
struction. It is his great object, as our ruler, to 
deliver, to minister, and to save; he seeks the 
salvation of the souls of men, and not his own 
honor, might and glory.—God haB exalted him 
to be a Prince and a Saviour; it was by the re¬ 
surrection and ascension to heaven that God, in 
his omnipotehce, exalted him ({nfnxre ry foi-ig av- 
rwj Ter. 80); it was then that he was invested 
with the dignity of an apxnydq and awrfjp. He 
was such, it is true, already in the state of hu¬ 
miliation, as the Son of God, and the Son of man; 
but it was this subsequent exaltation which so 
plainly assigned such a position to him, that he 
now claims the reverence of all, and that his 
power to lead, to deliver, and to save, can be 
universally recognized. 

2. The apostles had testified from the begin¬ 
ning, that no one could be saved through Christ 
without a change of mind [per&vouL, Mark vi. 
12]; they also taught that sJl who repented of 
their sins, should obtain forgiveness and grace 
through Jesus Christ. But Peter here intimates 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins are to be 
viewed as the grace or gift of God (Sovvai perdv. 
sal ho. dp,). That forgiveness of sins is a gift of the 
pace of God, that man cannot atone for his sins in 
nis own person, and oleanse himself from guilt by 
his own means, are obvious truths, to which the 
Old Testament also bears witness, e. g. Ps. xxxii. 
1, 2, 5. But that the change of mind itself is a gift 
«f Qod, imparted through the Spirit and his 


gracious influences, is here distinctly declared. 
This doctrine by no means involves a denial of 
the freedom of the will, but implies that no true 
change of mind and no true conversion can take 
place without the. previous aotion of grace, or 
without the converting graoe of God. And, 
again, this action of converting grace could be 
manifested in a full measure and in a wider 
sphere, only as a result of the exaltation of Jesus. 
God exalted him in order to give repentance (a 
ohange of mind) and forgiveness to Israel. 

8. The apostles and also the Holy Ghost , are 
witnesses of Jesus, according to ver. 82, that is 
to say, the Holy Ghost dwelling in those who re¬ 
ceive the word of the apostles, who obey God and 
believe in Jesus. The apostles represent their 
own testimony as merely that of men, but, never¬ 
theless, of men who had personally heard and seen 
all that they declare, and who are, accordingly, 
credible ana trustworthy witnesses. But in order 
that “in the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established,” their testimony, 
which is human and transitory, is sustained by 
other testimony, which is divine and of eternal 
efficacy; the Holy Ghost was a witness as well 
as the apostles. Every one* who receives with 
faith the word of the Gospel, when it is pro¬ 
claimed, and submits to it with an obedient spi¬ 
rit, receives the gift of the Holy Ghost. The 
Holy Ghost Bears witness in man, that Jesus 
Christ is the Lord and Redeemer; and he who 
receives this witness, becomes at length fully per¬ 
suaded in his own mind respecting the truth.— 
The testimony of the apostles is recorded in the 
Holy Scriptures for us and for all succeeding 
generations; the word and the Spirit are now 
the two witnesses that testify to us concerning 
Christ. But the word becomes a living power, is 
made intelligible, convinces and moves us through 
the presence of the Spirit, so* that ultimately 
a divinely-wrought reliance on our redemption 
through Christ, and on the power of God which 
resides in the Gospel, secures the peace of the 
soul. 

4. The facts connected with the case before us, 
demonstrate in the clearest manner, that Jesus 
Christ, whom the Father exalted, rules even in 
the midst of his enemies. He has a kingdom, 
and he protects and enlarges it, but no compul¬ 
sory measures interfere with the liberty of man. 
For no one is compelled by an irresistible opera¬ 
tion of Ged either to put faith in his word and 
the testimony of the apostles, or to render obe¬ 
dience. He who does not voluntarily receive 
the word, unto his own salvation, is not con¬ 
strained to do so. He may experience its power 
when it pierces him as a sword, but he may also 
discard it; he may even devise murderous plans 
against the servants of God, ver. 88. But “man 
proposes; God disposes.” The Lord is able to 
frustrate every evil counsel. When he deems it 
wise and necessary, he can so direct an individ¬ 
ual, even in the ranks of the enemies of his 
word, and so influence the conscience, that this 
individual, prompted by the fear of God, will 
arise and oppose that evil counsel. And he can 
so control the minds of men, that they give heed 
to the warning and refrain from adopting vio¬ 
lent measures against the witnesses of the truttu 
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HOMTLETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Van. 28. Ye intend to bring this man’s 
blood upon ns. —The wolf always accuses the 
innocent lamb of Christ of harms mingled the 
mud and the dear water. (Starke).—The king¬ 
dom of this world betrays in its hostile move¬ 
ments against the kingdom of God, that it con¬ 
sists, in part, of clay, In part of iron [Dan. ii. 
88, 48]—of clay, for its fears proceed* from a 
consciousness of its own weakness—of iron, for 
it obstinately refuses to yidd to the truth. This 
obstinacy it attempts to extenuate or justify, by 
confessing any truth, the power of which it has 
deeply felt. These men complain: “Ye intend, 
etc.,” but they pass over the offer of forgiveness 
in entire silence.—And still does the world com¬ 
plain of the mode in which the truth is pro¬ 
claimed; it alleges that the condemnation of the 
sinner is constantly set forth, but never alludes 
to the invitations to seek the mercy of God, 
which are addressed to sinners. For the world 
deems it to be disreputable to seek for grace at 
the foot of the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(K. H. Rieger).— We unquestionably do intend to 
briny the blood of Christ upon you, when we preach 
Him crucified, but it is unto your salvation, not your 
damnation!—The preaching of the doctrine con¬ 
cerning the blood of Christ: I. It is a loud call to 
repentanoe, ver. 80; II. It affords the richest 
consolations, ver. 81. 

Ybb. 29. We ought to obey, etc.; see ch. 
iv. 19. 

Vbb. 80 ff. Whom ye slew. —The hatred 
with which the world regards some Gospel truths, 
cannot justify us in being alarmed and therefore 
suppressing them; festering wounds and sores 
must be exposed and probed, before they can be 
healed. (Ap. Past.).— Jesus Christ, a Prince and 
a Saviour: I. A Prince, in view of (a) his celes¬ 
tial origin, (6) his divine testimonials, even when 
he appeared in the form of a servant, (c) his glo¬ 
rious exaltation to the right hand of the Father; 
II. A Saviour, (a) in the manger (by making 
himself of no reputation), (6) on the cross (by 
dying as a sacrifice, in order to give repentance, 
etc.), (c) on his throne (by becoming our advo¬ 
cate witn the Father [1 John ii. 1]—a merciful 
high priest); III. Both Prince ana Saviour; (a) 
he would not be a Prince, if he were not a Sa¬ 
viour (his most glorious and princely ornament 
is the crown of thorns); he became a Prince, 
when his love prompted him to sacrifice himself; 
(6) he would not be a Saviour, if he were not a 
Prince (the value and power of his sacrifice pro¬ 
ceed from his divine dignity); (e) in order to 
obtain salvation through him, we must honor 
and obey him as a Prince, and love and oonfide in 
him as a Saviour.— Salvation in Christ: I. Offered 
by him as a Prince and Saviour; II. Acoepted by 
ns, in connection with repentanoe and forgive¬ 
ness of sins. 

Ybb. 88. When they heard that, they 
were out to the heart. —When the truth is 
not voluntarily received, let it out to the heart; 
that, too, is a victory. (Starke.)— And took 
oonnael to slay them. —It is an evidence of 
the powerlessness of the enemies of the truth, 
that they silence those who confess it, not by 
adducing arguments, but by applying a gag, and 
by attempts to slay them. (Ap. Past.). 


Ybb. 34. Then stood there up one in tlie 
council, a Pharisee. —God can find an advo¬ 
cate of his cause, even in the midst of his ene¬ 
mies. (Starke).— Named Gamaliel.—Pfaff 
says: “Gamaliel is only a moving figure on the 
stage, but no Christian; he is guided by the light 
of reason, but Christ does not own him. Such is 
the judgment of over-wise men, who do not wish 
to incur the enmity of any party. The Pente- 
oostal miracle should have conducted him to a 
decision. Beware of worldly wisdom; as Gama¬ 
liel advances in years, his heart grows colder.** 
But a different view is presented in Apost. Pas¬ 
torale : “ It is true that Gamaliel did not sincerely 
love the Saviour, and we should not unreasonably 
extol his oourse. Still, he was not guided merely 
by the common rules of prudence. His heart 
may have previously often been deeply moved, 
and he was in so far influenced by that grace 
which seeks men, and anticipates their call, 
that he at least feared to commit an act which 
might involve him in danger.” And Schleier- 
macher says: “To him, if ever to any one, the 
Lord would have said: * Thou art not far from. 
the kingdom of God.’” 

Ybb. 86, 87. For before these days rose 
up Theudas, etc.— The false and the true prophet c 
I. The former “rises up” by his own impulse, 
as Theud&s and Judas; the latter is raised up by 
God (ch. iit 22); II. The former “boasts him¬ 
self to be somebody; ” the latter gives the honor 
to God alone (iii. 12); Ill. The former “draws 
away much people after him; ” the latter con¬ 
ducts men to the Lord; IY. The former falls 
from heaven like a wandering star (Jude, ver. 
18); Theudas and Judas both “perish,** and 
their adherents are “slain” or “scattered; 99 the 
latter will shine as the brightness of the firma¬ 
ment, and as the stars, for ever and ever. (Dan. 
xii. 8 — A number of men—joined them¬ 
selves. —Men who will not take up the cross of 
Christ, are willing to bear the yoke imposed by 
Satan’s prophets. And the Lord still abandons 
many who defy and despise him, to the influence 
of lying prophets, in order that they may ulti¬ 
mately be put to shame with their leaders.—Un¬ 
belief conducts men to the embraces of super¬ 
stition. (Leonh. and Sp.). 

Veb. 88, 89. QamalieVs counsel. —It is not always 
wise to wait passively for the issue; that course 
would encourage spiritual sloth and a doubting 
spirit. But when the occasion presents features 
which are above our comprehension, we rightly 
wait, and submit the result to God; Ps. xxxix. 
9. We cannot adopt the principle that those 
things are not of God, which have no stability, 
for then it would follow that the Christian con¬ 
gregations which the apostles established in Asia 
Minor, and which have long since passed away, 
were also not of God. Neither can we adopt the 
principle, that those things which firmly endure, 
are of God, for in that case the religion of the 
Turks, which has so long sustained itself, or that 
of pagans, is also of God. (Starke).— He who 
oannot decide until Christ and his Church are 
completely victorious, will remain in doubt until 
the aay of judgment arrives. Hence the neutral 
policy of waiting is not recognised in the king¬ 
dom of Christ (Leonh. and Sp.).— Gamaliel’s 
oounsel is both prudent and devout; but he did. 
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not practically follow it himself, and here lies 
his error. For he who cautiously abstains from 
fighting against God, ought certainly to consider 
it a solemn duty to fight for God, and firmly hold 
the standard of the truth, even when the heathen 
rage, and the world combines in offering resis¬ 
tance. Gamaliel’s counsel was the voice of God, 
speaking in his heart, and the evil which he com¬ 
mitted, consisted in his refusal to obey that 
voice, to trust the Lord’s word implicitly, and to 
test the truth of the saying: ‘If any man will do 
the will of him that sent me, he shall know of 
the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself.' John vii. 17. (Rudelbach).— 
Gamaliel’s whole counsel proceeded on the false 
principle that the temporal and visible results 
of any testimony or undertaking, decide conclu¬ 
sively respecting its divine or human character. 
Is not this a total misconception of the cross f 
He whose heart as well as whose understanding 
has been influenced by the Holy Ghost, as little 
waits for the issue before he decides, as the gen¬ 
uine supporters of missions wait for glowing 
missionary reports; on the contrary, he is added 
to the company of believers, and avows his faith 
in the Gospel, even when that Gospel seems to 
have reached the moment of its entire extinction; 
thus the blood of martyrs, which was shed dur¬ 
ing the persecutions, attracted new adherents. 
We cannot fight against God—this is the view of 
the halting, feeble prudence of calculating and 
worldly-minded men; we must believe and obey 
God's i cord, even before his work is actually 
crowned with victory—this is the true wisdom 
of repenting souls. Still, Gamaliel’s opinion, as 
expressed in that council of ungodly men, will 
always possess a highly significant character; it 
may be regarded as the representative of the 
conscience of the Sanhedrin, or of that voice 
which bears witness in every enemy of God, and 
which prompts the reason even of such men to 
cry aloud: “Take heed.” We unite therefore 
willingly with Luther in appealing to Gamaliel’s 
sentiments, as far as these exist in enemies or 
worldly-minded men, since they encourage us to 
hope; but let us not ourselves, in the spirit of 
Thomas, first ask for ocular evidence, but be¬ 
lieve at once. (Stier).—Gamaliel is a believer 
living under the old covenant, even if the light 
within him is feeble; he adheres to the principle 
that God cannot permanently leave himself with¬ 
out a witness among his people, and that, conse¬ 
quently, false prophets who come forward, will, 
sooner or later, receive their merited punishment. 
(Gerlach).—Two points are presented in the ad- 
viee of Gamaliel. He holds, in the first place, 
that no violent measures should be employed in 
any affair, which can be only spiritually dis¬ 
cerned, even if it be a work of man; he does not, 
however, dissuade the council from opposing it 
by spiritual force, and would, indeed, nave been 
himself prepared to adopt such a course. The 
second point he presents in the following form: 
“If it really be a work of God, you will, in no 
case, be able to suppress it, but you will your¬ 
selves be found to be men who fight againt God.” 
Can we conceive of greater anguish of soul than 
that to which Gamaliel alludes? Such an indi¬ 
vidual learns, perhaps at the close of his career, 
when he cannot possibly retrace his steps, that 


he had deviated far from the right way, and em¬ 
ployed noble, great and glorious powers with 
which God had endowed him, in direct oppo¬ 
sition to his Maker’s will t When the scales fall 
from his eyes, he himself rejoioes that the entire 
work on whioh he had expended his whole life, 
has come to nought! As long, therefore, as we 
are in doubt whether any counsel or work is of 
men or of God, so long we can adopt no wiser 
course than that ^hich Gamaliel recommends— 
none that will more effectually withhold the up¬ 
right from entering on the way that leads to de¬ 
struction, and preserve them from sacrificing 
their life in fruitless efforts—none that could 
more successfully furnish man with the true light 
in his path, or qualify him for receiving a know¬ 
ledge of the truth. (Schleiermaoher). 

The threefold attituae which men may assume in 
view of the progress of the kingdom of God: it may 
be marked, I. By open hostility, ver. 88; IL By 
a calculating prudence, ver. 84; ILL By humble 
and zealous cooperation, ver. 42. (Ahlfeld).— 
GamalieTs counsel: I. Convenient—for those who 
yield to spiritual sloth—for those who are gov¬ 
erned by policy rather than religious prinoiple; II. 
Judicious—as opposed to an inconsiderate zeal; 
III. Faltering—at a time which demanded imme¬ 
diate decision and prompt aotion—when the 
highest interests are concerned. (C. Beck; 
Homilet. Report.).—By what principles are we to he 
governed, when we are required to choose between 
things that are old, and things that are new, in the 
kingdom of God f (id.).— Gamaliel's counsel: it 
is, I. Judicious, (a) as a guide for our judgment, 
when the issue of the ways of God is considered; 
for the words of the Lord will always apply: 
“Every plant, etc.,” Matt xv. 18; (b) as a guide 
for our conduct: (1) when a carnal seal would 
prompt us to employ carnal weapons in a spiritual 
contest; (2) when we are not yet enabled to de¬ 
cide whether a work be of God or of men. (In 
this aspect Luther presented the counsel of Ga¬ 
maliel to the Elector of Treves, while the mind of 
the latter was still undecided) ; II. Injudicious, 

(a) as a guide for our judgment, if it should 
lead us to pronounce on the good or evil char¬ 
acter of any work in accordance with its exter¬ 
nal and temporal results, before the whole oourse 
of human events is completed; (fi) as a guide 
for our conduct, if we should avail ourselves of 
it as an excuse, (I) for deferring our own decision, 
even when God’s word speaks unequivocally, and 
his Spirit bears direct witness, or, (2j for evading 
the duty of acting with vigor, ana bearing wit¬ 
ness with boldness, even when we are fully con¬ 
vinced in our own minds.— The counsel of Gama¬ 
liel : it is, I. Wise, in so far as it recommends (a) 
humility in the presence of God, the sovereign 
Judge; ( b ) gentle treatment of those who differ 
from us, even if they should judge erroneously; 
(c) a watchful control of our passions; II. Unwise, 
in so far as it recommends (a) the principle of 
judging merely according to external results; 

( b ) the toleration even of that which is evil; (c) 
a neutrality proceeding from irresolution or in¬ 
difference.—Better by far than the counsel of 
Gamaliel are the actions of the disoiples!— The 
extension of the kingdom of God depends on the 
counsel of God and the work of man (ver. 88, 89); 

i I. The counsel of God; let qs, therefore, do noth- 
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ing against God, or without God, as Gamaliel ad- 
rises ; II. The work of man; let us, therefofe, 
do all for God, and with God, as the Apostles 
teach .—The Reformation triumphantly demonstrated 
to be a work of the living Ood: L Bj the ohoioe 
of the instruments whioh he employed; II. By 
the sure and lasting foundation on whioh this 
work was established; III. By the weapons whioh 
the agents employed in this ^rarfare [2 Cor. x. 
4] ; IV. By the fruits which it has produoed. 
(Sermon on the Reformation, by W. Hof&cker). 

Van. 40. Whan they had ----- beaten 
them. —The gradation in the afflictions of the ser¬ 
vants of the cross , an illustration of the divine mode 
of training them: I. Threats, iv. 21; II. Impri¬ 
sonment, v. 18; HL Scourging, v. 40; IV. Mar¬ 
tyrdom, vii. 60. 

Van. 41. And they departed from the 
presence of the council, rejoicing. —The 
servants and children of God are indeed a mys¬ 
tery in the eyes of the world. What philosophy 
was it that taught them to rejoice under such oir- 
oumstancest (Apost. Past.).—Of all who were 
assembled, none departed rejoicing, except the 
men who had been soourged. He who suffers, 


not for evil doing [1 Pet. iii. 17], but for Christ’s 
sake, and in his service encounters shame, stripes, 
and bonds, is indeed truly united with Christ, 
and has reason to rejoioe. (Ahlfeld ).—Four classes 
in the school of affliction: I. I am called to suffer; 
II. I am willing to suffer; III. I am able to suffer; 
IV. I am permitted to suffer. (K. F. Hartmann). 

Van. 42. They oeased not, etc.—When the 
apostles were released, and addressed the peo¬ 
ple, they did not oomplain of their enemies, did 
not boast of their own firmness, did not defend 
their character, which had been sullied by the 
scourge, but simply preached the Gospel concern¬ 
ing Jesus Christ. (Apost Past ).—[The spiritual 
state of the persecutors of the apostles: I. Described; 
(a) total misapprehension of the meaning of the 
Scriptures; (b) entire want of love to God; (e) 
complete subjection to human* passions, ver. 33. 
II. Causes; (a) traced to the original corruption 
of the hear?; (6) confirmed by their spiritual 
sloth; (e) established by their worldly-minded¬ 
ness. IIL Results; (a) abject fear, ver. 28; (6) 
vain opposition to God; (c) eternal loss of their 
souls.—Ta.] 

I 


SECTION IY. 

THE COMPLAINT OF THE HELLENI3TS THAT THEIR WIDOWS WERE NEGLECTED 
WHEN RELIEF WAS GIVEN TO THE POOR, INDUCES THE APOSTLES TO DIRECT 
THAT SEVEN MEN SHOULD BE CHOSEN AND APPOINTED FOR THIS SERVICE. 
THE CONTINUED GROWTH OF THE CHURCH. 

Chaptbb VL 1-7. 

1 And [But] in those [these] days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied 
[when the disciples increased in number], there arose a murmuring of the Grecians 
^Grecian Jews] against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected [overlooked] 

2 in the daily ministration. *Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them 
[disciples together], and said, It is not reason [not pleasing (to us)] that we should leave 

3 the word of God, and serve [the] tables. *Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you 
seven men of honest report [men having good witness], full of the Holy Ghost 1 [of the 

4 Spirit] and wisdom, whom we may [will] appoint* over this business. *But we will 
give ourselves continually to [will persevere m] prayer, and to [in] the ministry of the 

5 word. *And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Ti- 

6 mon, and Parmenas, and Nioolas a proselyte of Antioch; *Whom they set before the 

7 apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them. *And the word 

of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied [became very peat] in 
Jerusalem greatly \om. greatly]; and a great company of the priests’ were [became] 
obedient to the faith. \ 

i Ver. 8. a. aytov after wvev/iaroc seems to be an Interpolation, for it is wanting in B. D. [and Cod. Sin.], as well as in 
several ancient versions and fathers; the Syriac version substitute* xvfUov for ay. [ay. inserted in A. 0. B. H.; Vulg.; 
omitted by Loch, and Tisch.; Alford regards It as a “ doubtfal point,” and inserts it in the text, bat in brackets.—-Cod. 
Sin. originally omitted also xoi before oe^iof, but a later hand (C) inserted it.—Ta.] 

s Ver. 3. b. carcurr^<ro^<v, which the authorities support, is unquestionably to be preferred to the SnbJ .—aufiev [of the 
text. rec. and Vulg. (constUuamus) which follow B (e ellwand H. The Indie, in A. C. D. B. and Cod. 8ta., is adopted by recent 
editors.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 7. Instead of r*v itpdmv, some manuscripts [minuscules, together with] the Syr. vers, and Theophylact, read 
rmv lovfaiW, which is to be rejected as a later alteration. [The text rec. is retained by Lach., Tisch , Alf., etc. The con¬ 
jectural emendation of Casaubon, who inserts teal after 6 yA<h, and, as in ch. xxi. 16 (WraiE: Gram. N. T. $ 64.4) supplies 
nm after t<p4wv, although approved by Bexa and Valck., has not found favor with later critics.—Ood. Sin. originally read 
r. ’Iov&ump, for which a later hand (0) substituted r. Uplmv .— Tx.] 
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EXEOSTICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vn. 1. a. But in those days. —An evil of 
considerable magnitude suddenly manifested it¬ 
self precisely at this period, when the faith of 
the apostlee revealed its power by enabling them 
to suffer shame for Christ's sake, and to preach 
the Gospel with boldness, notwithstanding the 
threats of the magistrates; the word, moreover, 
was received by increasing numbers, so that the 
Church was making rapid progress. This evil 
was the more alarming, as it originated in the 
bosom of the Church itself. The threats which 
external foes uttered, created less apprehension 
than an internal danger: the former proceeded 
from avowed enemies; the latter arose among 
the members themselves. The facility with which 
impure elements could become associated in the 
Church with the pure, waa proportioned to its 
numerical increase. And when the provision 
which was made for the poor became more and 
more ample, this circumstance itself may have 
attracted many needy persons; if these united 
with the Church from selfish considerations and 
with hopes that were too eager, a serious disap¬ 
pointment naturally awaited them. 

b. There arose a murmuring.—The dis¬ 
content, which was at first indistinctly manifest¬ 
ed, but was at length loudly expressed, prevailed 
among the “ Hellenists,” and was occasioned by 
the “Hebrews” (irpdf r. ’E#>.). It was here that 
a certain distinction revealed itself among the 
members of the Church, which threatened to as¬ 
sume the character of a direct opposition, and to 
terminate in a rupture. One part consisted of 
Hebrews, that is, of Christians who were ori¬ 
ginally Palestinian Jews, residents of the Holy 
Land, and who spoke the Hebrew, ». «., the Ara- 
m»an [8yro-Chaldaic] language. The other 
part consisted of Christians who were not natives 
of Palestine, but came from other countries, e. y., 
Egypt* Syria, Asia Minor, eto., and whose native 
language was the Greek; these men were termed 
HeUenuts. The great majority of the latter were* 

. without doubt, also Jews by birth; it is, how¬ 
ever, quite possible that there may have been 
some individuals among them, who were Gentiles 
by birth, but who had been previously incorpo¬ 
rated as proselytes with the people of Israel. 
Soeh was Nicolas of Antioch, who is expressly 
described in ver. 5 as a npo^fkvro^. The Jews 
who were natives of Palestine, and who, without 
doubt, composed the great majority of the Chris¬ 
tians, were led by their education and general 
mode of life, to retain the peculiar features of 
Jodaism with more purity and strictness than 
the Hellenists. The latter, the descendants of 
foreign Jews, and the inhabitants of pagan 
countries, adopted not only the Greek language, 
hot also, unconsciously, foreign usages, and spe¬ 
cially, Greek customs, which they combined with 
the forms of Judaism. 

e. Because their widows, etc.—The imme¬ 
diate cause which led to the discontent and jea¬ 
lousy with which the Hellenists regarded the 
Palestinian Judseo-Christians, was connected with 
the daily ministration [distribution of food, and, 
possibly, also of alms, (de Wette; Hack.)-—T b.]; 
the widows of the Hellenistic Judseo-Cnristians 


were overlooked at such times, and this evil ap¬ 
pears to have prevailed during a considerable 
period ( mperfirape&eopowro.) [For the N. T. 
usage of the Imperf., to denote continued, re¬ 
peated, or customary action, see IJinbr : Oram . 
N. T. y § 40. 8.—Tb.]. The widows are not here 
mentioned as representatives of all the poor 
(Olsh.); we may, on the contrary, eksily imagine 
that widows would be more readily overlooked 
than entire families, since the Hellenistic father 
of a family would support his claims with com¬ 
paratively greater vigor, and it was possibly 
this very circumstance which caused suoh treat¬ 
ment of lonely females' to be felt the more acute¬ 
ly.—The causes which led to this neglect of the 
Hellenistic widows, can only be conjectured. We 
have no reason to ascribe it to any arrogant spi-. 
rit on the part of the Palestinian Jews, nor to 
any actual ill feeling; it is more probable that 
the want of a sufficient personal acquaintance 
with the foreign widows, and with their private 
circumstanoes, may have occasioned the neglect 
of which complaint was made. 

Ver. 2. a. Then the twelve called, eto.— 
When the apoBtles were informed of these com¬ 
plaints, they immediately adopted measures for 
arresting the further progress of any feeling of 
discontent, and for removing, at the earliest mo¬ 
ment, any cause which might weaken the union 
and brotherly love of the Christians. They in¬ 
troduced, at the same time, a division of labor, 
which the wants of the Church required, and 
which freed the apostolic office from tasks of in¬ 
ferior moment, that were inappropriate and that 
also occasioned a large expenditure of time. 
But they do not proceed to action in an indepen¬ 
dent manner. They agree among themselves 
that a change is needed, and that a certain dis¬ 
tinctly defined course ought to be adopted, and 
then communicate the result of their delibera¬ 
tions to the Church. But they do not undertake 
to nominate the particular individuals who are 
to be invested with the new office; they ask the 
Church to select and propose suitable persons, to 
whom they, the apostles, might assign that office. 
They accordingly called unto them fMid. 
npogKafao&pevot) not simply a committee of the 
Church, nor even the original nucleus, the one 
hundred and twenty mentioned in ch. i. 15 (Light- 
foot), but the whole multitude of the disci¬ 
ples, that is to say, all the male members. The 
circumstance that seven men were chosen, has 
led some writers (Mosheim; Euinoel) to suppose 
that the Church of Jerusalem consisted already 
of seven sectional congregations [ classes , (Meyer); 
“ familias ,” (Kuin.)], each of which assembled in 
a different locality, and chose one of the seven 
men; this opinion is entirely without a historical 
foundation. [“The number, seven, was most 
probably selected because of its sacred asso¬ 
ciations.” (J. A. Alexander.)—T b.] 
b . It is not reason, etc.—The apostles unre¬ 
servedly state to the church, (a) what they do not 
desire, (b) what they do desire. When thev 
state the former, they employ the figure of speech 
called Litotes: o&k apsordv koriv. The word 
apeordv , according to its ordinary usage, is not 
simply equivalent to seqttum or bonum. The course 
which the apostles mention in ver. 2, unquestion¬ 
ably displeased them only because their eon- 
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soienee condemned it, since they would not be jus- | 
tified in the presence of God in adopting it. They 
did not believe that it was right to abandon the 
word of God (KaTaXeiiftavroc), that is, the preach¬ 
ing of the Gospel, or to assign a subordinate po¬ 
sition to the ministry of the word. They did not 
think that they were authorized to serve tables 
(namely, to attend personally to the arrange¬ 
ments, and to distribute food to the poor and the 
widows), if such service compelled them to neg¬ 
lect the great work of their lives, which the Re¬ 
deemer himself had allotted to them as their first 
duty (ineo&t pot pdprvpes, ch. i. 8; ii. 82; iv. 19, 
20, and comp. Luke xxiv. 47, 48). It was not 
the act itself of nerving, that seemed to the apos¬ 
tles to be degrading and inconsistent with their 
position, for they expressly term the sacred of¬ 
fice itself a Suucovia, ver 4. But they cannot 
reconcile it with their sense of duty to serve 
table *—to offer food for the body instead of af¬ 
fording nourishment to the souls of men—to neg¬ 
lect the spiritual charge of souls, in order to gain 
time and strength for supplying the wants of the 
poor. It was this course, which, when they con¬ 
sidered their first and highest duty, naturally did 
not please them. They tacitly assume that the 
method which had hitherto been adopted in pro¬ 
viding for the poor, can no longer be observed. 
The right and the duty to perform this work, had 
been hitherto restricted to the apostles; chari¬ 
table gifts were laid at their feet (iv. 85; v. 2), 
and were distributed or applied according to their 
judgment, iv. 85. When the number of the 
members rapidly increased, and the apostles 
could no longer personally attend to every case 
of want, they no doubt availed themselves of the 
aid of other members of the church, without, 
however, introducing any definite system, form, 
or official representation. When this informal 
method was found to be productive of unfavor¬ 
able results, and to lead to discontent and un¬ 
pleasant feeling, it became necessary to apply 
a remedy. Nevertheless, the apostles could not 
consent to dedicate their time and. strength to 
this business, in order to satisfy every claim; 
such a course would have been equivalent to a 
complete withdrawal from their appropriate 
sphere of duty. They desire, on the contrary, 
to persevere in prayer and the ministry of the 
word. The latter, dtaicovia rov Myov, constitutes 
an antithesis to dtaxovelv rpank^cu^; they declare 
that they wish to dedicate themselves permanent¬ 
ly, and with all their strength, to the ministry of 
the word, the preaching of the Gospel, but pri¬ 
marily, to prayer. 

Ver. 8-5 a. Wherefore, brethren. — The 
apostles desire to place the entire charge of the 
church, as far as its external affairs are con¬ 
cerned, in other hands, in order that they may 
themselves be unimpeded in discharging their 
appropriate and sacred duties; they propose that 
an office should be created, bearing a distinct 
and independent character, or one to which spe¬ 
cific duties should be assigned: this plan was 
adopted, ver. 6. They transfer to others a part 
of the duties and the rights which had previously 
been confined to them personally, and establish 
: another office in addition to the apostolate, which 
had hitherto been the sole ecclesiastical office; 
i ao that here they oommence the work of supply¬ 


ing wants in the organic structure of the church 
of Christ, and securing its completeness. They 
entertained no apprehension that, by adopting 
this course, they would seem to distrust the Holy 
Ghost who guided the church of Christ, but 
proceeded, without hesitation, to complete its de¬ 
fective organization as a society, by creating a 
new office; comp. Baumgartbn : Apgsch. 1.115 f. 

b. And the ' saying pleased, etc. — The 
apostles, however, do not actually accomplish their 
design without the concurrent action of the church. 
They might have acted on their own authority 
alone, and have been sustained by the con¬ 
sciousness that they contemplated, not their per¬ 
sonal interests, but those of the church. They 
might have even alleged that the difficulty which 
had arisen, was a symptom of a morbid feeling 
existing in the church, and that, consequently, a 
tender regard for the latter advised that the mem¬ 
bers should not be consulted. They might have 
entertained the delusive thought, that their duty 
to the Lord himself and to their own office re¬ 
quired them to act solely on their own authority, 
and in a perfectly independent manner, in refer¬ 
ence to “those below them.” But they neither 
entertained such views, nor adopted such a course. 
They believed that the church had reached the 
period of maturity, presented a statement of the 
circumstances, and proposed a remedy, which at 
once received the sanction of the whole church, 
ver. 5. The members selected seven men, in ac¬ 
cordance with the request of the apostles, and 
presented them to the latter as individuals in 
whom they placed confidence. 

c. The apostles had previously specified certain 
important qualifications to which the members 
were to give heed in effecting a choice. The 
Seven must be (a) jiapTvpobpcvot , i. c. t men of ac¬ 
knowledged integrity of character and purity of 
life—men of good repute. In addition to this 
qualification, which referred in general to their 
moral character, the Seven must be (6) irtJjpetc 
irvebuaroq nal oofi&g, L men who had received 
the Holy Ghost proceeding from the Father and 
the Son, together with all the powers and gifts 
of wisdom and knowledge which the Spirit im¬ 
parted. Why are su^ prominent personal gifts 
and qualifications d^anded ? Not simply be¬ 
cause the administration of the property of the 
church was to be intrusted to these officers, but, 
undoubtedly, also for the following reason: their 
duties were not to be restricted to the supply of 
physical wants and the direction of purely tem¬ 
poral interests; they would be specially required 
to provide likewise for the spiritual wants of the 
poor, and, generally, to promote the spiritual in¬ 
terests of the church. The apostles desire to oc¬ 
cupy a position which will enable them to fulfil 
their official duties with entire freedom, and to 
dedicate themselves wholly to prayer and the 
ministry of the word; but they certainly do not 
intend to free themselves entirely from the care 
of temporal affairs. The seven men, on their 
part, are, primarily, to take charge of the poor, 
as well as of the temporal affairs of the church 
in general; but it is certainly not intended that 
they should be excluded from all participation in 
the spiritual labors of the apostles. 

d. The names of the seven men chosen by the 
church, are given in fulL The most prominent 
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cl the number is Stephen, who is described as 
**e man foil of ffcith, and of the Holy Ghost”, 
and to his history Luke devotes the second part 
of the present chapter, and the whole of the 
next It is in the highest degree improbable 
that vlortc should here mean simply fidelity and 
conscientiousness (KuinoelJ; the term rather de¬ 
notes Stephen’s positive religious and Christian* 
life of feith. It was doubtless this fully devel¬ 
oped spiritual character that attracted general 
notice, and induced the church to nominate him 
as the first of the seven.—It is admitted by all 
that Philip is the same individual, who, after 
the death of Stephen, preached the Gospel in 
Samaria (ch. viii. 6 ff.), and, at a certain point 
between Jerusalem ana Gasa, baptized a man of 
Meroe, an officer at the court of Candace (ch. 
viii 26 ff.). He is again mentioned in ch. xxi. 8 
1, as an “ evangelist”, and expressly described 
as “one of the seven.” We are entirely unac¬ 
quainted with the history of the other five per¬ 
sons. The legendary accounts which have been 
preserved (e. y., that this or that one had be¬ 
longed to the company of the seventy disciples 
of Jesus, or had, at a later period, been invested 
with the office of a bishop in a certain place), are 
entitled to no consideration. The statement that 
Hicolaa was a proselyte of Antioch, is remark¬ 
able. It is possible that the one or the other of 
the rest was a Pagan by birth, and had been in¬ 
corporated with the people of Israel (after being 
circumcised and offering sacrifices), before he 
received the Christian faith; but Nicolas alone is 
distinctly stated to have been a proselyte. It is 
a mere conjecture, supported by no evidenoe, (al¬ 
though expressed as early as the age of Iren®us 
[adv. ffter. 2, 27]j, and suggested only by a com¬ 
bination of Rev. li. 16 with the present text, that 
he became the head of a sect at a later period, 
and was the founder of that of the Nicolaitans. 
—The circumstance that the seven names are all 
Greek, has led to various conclusions, e. g. f that 
the seven men were not Jews who had been born 
in Palestine, but Hellenists. Those writers who 
assume that all the seven were Hellenists, differ 
in their ultimate oonolusions. Some regard the 
fact as a proof of the impartiality or magnanim¬ 
ity of the Hebrews, who fished to remove every 
cause of complaint on the part of the Hellenists 
by selecting the seven from the whole number of 
the latter. (Rothe). Others suppose that these 
seven were chosen exclusively for the service of 
the Hellenistic portion of the church, and that 
dabcoiKK [which title, however, doeB not once oc¬ 
cur in the whole Book of the Acts (J. A. Alex.)— 
Te.] had been already appointed for the He¬ 
brews, at an earlier period (Vitringa, Mosheim). 
Neither of these conjectures is supported by his¬ 
torical evidence, and, indeed, Greek names were, 
tt that time, quite common among the Hebrews 
fty., one or more of the apostles. (deWette).— 
«.]. It is probable that some of the Seven were 
Hebrews, and the rest, Hellenists. 

Vie. 6. Whom they set, etc.—The men 
that had been chosen by the church, were now 
presented to the apostles, who conferred the new 
office upon them, and solemnly installed them 
with prayer and the imposition of hands . They 
first offered prayer, in conjunction with the 
church, in behalf of the men, entreating that 
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the grace and the gifts of God in Christ, might 
be imparted to the latter; for the call to serve 
the disciples and especially the poor, was in 
truth a call to serve God in the persons of the 
the latter [Mt. xxv. 40], and from Him alone, the 
endowments and fitness, the blessing and the in¬ 
crease oould come. Then the apostles laid their 
hands on the men, by whioh act they consecrated 
and blessed them, and transferred an office with 
which they had themselves been hitherto invested. 

Vbr. 7. And the word of God increased. 
—The internal danger of the church, which had 
threatened to terminate in a rupture, was, no 
doubt, happily averted by the adoption of the 
measure already described. The remedy appears 
to have been adequate; it was successfully em¬ 
ployed, in oonsequenoe both of the appeal whioh 
the apostles had made to the religious principles 
of the members of the church, and of the vigor¬ 
ous aid whioh they reoeived from the Seven. 
These men, whose labors were attended with 
the divine blessing, were powerfully sustained 
by the oonsoiousness that they were rightfully 
engaged and walking in the path of duty. It is 
true that Luke does not distinctly state these 
facts, but they are implied by another and still 
more striking result whioh he records. The more 
successfully the unity of the Spirit was kept in the 
bond of peaoe £Eph. iv. 8], the more rapidly the 
word of God increased; that unity produoed a 
powerful effect on the minds and hearts of others, 
and many individuals, as a consequence, received 
the truth in faith; the number of Christians in 
Jerusalem rapidly increased, and a great com¬ 
pany even of the priests inrf/Kovov ry rrUrreu 
This expression describes their conversion as an 
act of obedience to the gracious will of God in 
Christ; its introduction here is the more appro¬ 
priate, as it was precisely in the case of priests 
that a firm resolution, or a positive determina¬ 
tion of the will, was most of all needed, in sur¬ 
mounting the prejudices peculiar to their order, 
and in offering worship to the Crucified One, the 
sole Mediator and Priest. It was only a very 
deep conviction, expressed in the words; “ It is 
the will of God!”, and a very sincere purpose to 
obey God, that could have produced such a result. 


DOCTRINAL AND STHICAL. 

t 

I. The difficulty which occurred in the bosom 
of the ohuroh, between the Hellenists and the 
Hebrews, assumes a typical character. The first 
internal danger originated in the hypocrisy and 
selfishness of a certain man and his wife, oh. v. 
1 ff. The present danger proceeded from the as¬ 
sociation of two companies, each of which was 
compacted by identity of language and of na¬ 
tional oustom8 and manners; hence the spirit of 
party, roused by conflicting interests, threatened 
to assume a distinctly defined shape. Such & 
carnal bond of union may be formed, even in a 
community professedly established on faith in 
Christ and love to him, when the natural man 
attempts to give precedence to his temporal in¬ 
terests, to money or to honor. The regeneration 
and renewal of the individual and of the human 
raoe, is arrested, cheoked, or, at least, threatened, 
by the “old man” [Eph. iv. 22] who revives hia 
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claims. The church of Christ is polluted and 
desecrated bj the world, in the midst of which 
it exists, and bj which it is influenced. If even 
the primitive or apostolical church exhibited no 
unblemished ideal, the church in any succeeding 
age cannot be more successful.—It is remarkable 
that both of the “spots or wrinkles” [Eph. v. 
27] which are described in ch. v. 1 fif. and ch. vi. 
1 n., are found precisely in that feature of the 
primitive church which was the most glorious 
and beautiful—brotherly love, reciprocal and 
self-sacrificing aid and support, the community 
-of goods. It was the most precious and perfect 
fruit of the vigorous life of faith at which the 
hidden worm began to gnaw. The great Adver¬ 
sary manifests his presence in a spot where it 
had been least of all expected, and it is but too 
true, that “when God erects a church, the devil 
builds a chapel at its side.” 

2. How admirably the present occurrence il¬ 
lustrates and demonstrates the truth, that the 
word of God, and the word alone , is the remedy 
and instrumentality which the Church of Christ 
should always employ. Even when the occasion 
imperatively demanded that every cause of oom- 
plaint should be removed, the apostles firmly 
resist the tempation to engage in labors and bu¬ 
siness that would have absorbed all their time 
and attention. On the contrary, they seoure 
more time, and greater facilities for attending to 
the ministry of the word, which was, indeed, 
their great vocation. It was their first duty to 
give themselves to the duutovia rffc KaraAkayf^ [2 
Cor. v. 18]. The word alone, as it iB the word 
of God, and is “spirit and life” [John vi. 63], 
oan render effectual aid and confer a divine 
blessing; and fidelity in its service never fails 
to receive manifold evidences of the favor of God. 
The apostolical church assumes the character of 
a church of the word —the character which every 
church must bear, that claims to be apostolical. 
The church recedes from the true position whioh 
it should occupy, in the B&me proportion in which 
the word of God is overshadowed by the word 
of man, by ceremonies, by the traditions of men, 
by the administration of ecclesiastical affairs, or 
by any mere mechanical servioe. 

8. It is instructive to study the development of 
the church of Christ, as illustrated on the present 
occasion. Even as the Redeemer himself was 
true man and “increased in wisdom, and stature, 
and in favor with God and man” [Lu. ii. 62], 
so, too, his ohuroh is a truly human community. 
It not only increases externally in age, in num¬ 
bers and in influence, but it is also appointed by 
the will of ita Founder and Lord, to grow inter¬ 
nally. This process may be thus described:— 
The organization which the church adopts, and 
its visible forms of life, are gradually developed 
from within, proceeding from its own centre of 
life and punctum salient y that is, its pulsating 
heart of faith. It is obvious that when the Re¬ 
deemer established his church on earth, he did 
not immediately endow it with a full and com¬ 
plete apparatus of offices, orders and forms of 
government; on the contrary, he bestowed on it 
only a single offioe—one that was exceedingly 
simple in its character, and yet indispensable— 
when he appointed the apostles to be his wit¬ 
nesses. He designed that other and fuller forms 


should be developed from within, by the self- 
determination of the church, and in correspond¬ 
ence to the exigencies of the times; and the 
primitive office, the apostolate, was so constituted 
as to expand like a tree, sending forth successive¬ 
ly, as its branches, new offices and orders, 
adapted to new times and circumstances. Christ 
is not Moses; “the law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” John L 
17. Christ did not appoint bishops, or presbyters 
or deacons, either in a direct manner, or by a 
verbal command; but the Spirit of the Lord, 
observing the rule of his word, and regarding 
the times and circumstances, has furnished such 
institutions, as each special occasion demonstrated 
to be appropriate, usefhl, and necessary. Thus 
the office of the Seven was introduced at the pre¬ 
sent time in the most peaceful manner. It is, 
no doubt, also true, that the apostles. ascribed 
less importance to the office than to the character 
of the men: “Wherefore, look ye out seven men, 
full of the Holy Ghost, etc.,” ver. 8. The latter, 
as we cannot doubt, received no other name or 
official title than that of “The Seven”, and no 
other is given to them in ths Acts ; comp. oh. 
xxi. 8. But this administrative office continued 
to exist ever afterwards, and was introduced into 
congregations in other places. The act of in¬ 
ducting the men into offioe with prayer and the 
imposition of hands, like the general proposition 
to select them, was voluntary on the part of the 
apostles, in imitation of models furnished by the 
Old Testament, but was, nevertheless, subject to 
the guidance of the Spirit which was in them. 


HOMILETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 1. When the number of the disci¬ 
ples was multiplied, there arose a mur¬ 
muring. —When numbers increase in the ohuroh, 
its moral strength and purity dimmish in the 
same proportion. (Queen.).—The ohuroh on earth 
always suffers tribulation: when external perse¬ 
cution ceases, internal disturbances, of a still 
more alarming character, succeed. (Starke).— 
Because their widows were neglected.— 
To overlook, is human; to correct and improve, 
apostolical and Christian, (id.).—Even when de¬ 
vout men, like the apostles, faithftilly perform the 
duties of their office, they cannot always prevent 
unfavorable remarks from being made; 1 Cor. 
iv. 8. (id.). 

Ver. 2. It is not reason that, eto.—It some¬ 
times occurs that disorders suggest wise measures, 
and evil practices lead to the establishment of 
wholesome laws. (Quean.).— The duty of the Chrit- 
tian to obeerve proper limit* ts hit court* of action. 
(Lisoo). 

Ver. 8. Of honest report, eto.—In this case 
suitable persons are appointed as almoners; the 
apostles do not select men who can simply write, 
cast accounts, and transact business, but who are, 
besides, full of the Holy Ghost and of wisdom. 
(Starke).—Spiritual matters must be administered 
in a spiritual manner; God will examine the ac¬ 
counts. (K. H. Rieger). 

Ver. 4. We will give ourselves, etc.— The 
whole life of a pastor is here described in two 
words: Praying, and Preaching; through the for- 
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mcr, he receives from God; through the latter, he 
imparts to others that which he has himself re¬ 
ceived from above. (Gossner).—Prayer occupies 
the first place, as it prepares the way for the min¬ 
istry of the word; it imparts a spirit and a mouth 
to the preacher, and an ear and a heart to the 
hearers. 

Tie. 7. And the word of God increased.* 
—This welcome fact is another rose blooming 
among thorns. (K. H. Rieger). 

0> THi whole. section. —The right mode of ef¬ 
fecting improvements tn the temporal affairs of the 
Christian Church: I. What are the legitimate 
causes that lead to changes? Obvious imperfec¬ 
tions and defects. II. From what sentiments and 
course of action may improvements be reasonably 
expected? When it is the common object of ail 
to remove every cause of offence, and to promote 
a spirit of union. In the case before us, no close 
investigation of the past was attempted, but all 
were resolved to maintain the established order, 
according to which the direction of affairs be¬ 
longed to the apostles. Peter, who addressed the 
church in the name of the Twelve, did not with¬ 
draw his own aid and that of the other apostles, 
nor abandon the members, when a difficult point 
connected with their affairs demanded attention. 
Neither did he disregard the grievances or the 
rights of those who complained; he himself pro¬ 
posed and introduced a new arrangement in a le¬ 
gitimate manner, and in the name of the other 
apostles. This arrangement assigned a proper 
position to those who had complained, and enabled 
them to combine their efforts with those of others 
in effecting a salutary change. It was a gentle, 
self-denying, and kind spirit which animated all 
alike, and conducted the whole discussion to a 
satisfactory issue; and it is that spirit, which, in 
all analogous cases, will always receive the bless¬ 
ing of God. (Schleiermacher).— The first instance 
of confuting views and feelings in the apostolical 
church: I. The occasion which led to it; II. The 
mode in which the difficulty was removed; III. The 
blessing which followed. (Langbein). —The ap¬ 
pointment of the Deacons: I. The cause which led 
to it, ver. 1; II. The manner in which it was ef¬ 
fected, ver. 2-6; IIL The blessing which fol¬ 
lowed it, ver. 7. (Leonh. and Sp.).— The appoint¬ 
ment of the Deacons , an illustration of the good un¬ 
derstanding and prompt cooperation which should cha¬ 
racterize the action of pastors and their people: 
L The guidance of the oongregation is intrusted 
to the apostles; but they listen with fraternal sen¬ 
timents to the voioe of rebuke and complaint; 
IL The office of the toord, to which the apostles 
had been divinely called, remains in its integrity 
in their hands; but, for the sake of the common 
good, they cheerfully resign a part of the power 
which they had exercised in the temporal affairs 
of the church; III. The congregation selects from 
its own number certain men, who are worthy of 
confidence, and to whom the care of the poor is in¬ 


trusted; but the apostles consecrate these men, 
and impart their blessing. —The church, the mother 
of the poor: I. Her maternal duty: it proceeds, 
in part, from the distress existing in this evil 
world, in which she dwells as a daughter of hea¬ 
ven; in part, from that spirit of love and pity, 
which her Lord and King, the divine friend of 
the poor, has infused into her; II. Her maternal 
care: it embraces both the temporal, and also the 
moral and spiritual wants of the poor; III. Her 
maternal joy: on earth, to rescue souls from 
.bodily and spiritual pollution; in heaven, to stand 
before Him who said: “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least, eto.” Matt xxv. 40. 
—The poor are the wealth of the church: I. They 
call her spiritual gifts into action; II. Invigorate 
the spirit of love; III. Constitute her ornaments 
in the eyes of the world; IV. Add to the treasures 
which she lays up in heaven.—Compare the tra¬ 
dition of L&urentius the martyr [during the per¬ 
secution under Valerian, A. D. 268]; when his 
persecutors commanded him to surrender the trea¬ 
sures of the church, he gathered together the 
poor members, presented them to the Roman ma¬ 
gistrate, and said: “ These are the true treasures 
of the church.”— The primeval bond connecting 
poverty and Christianity , a blessing to both: I. To 
poverty: it was not till He who became poor that 
we might be rich [2 Cor. viii. 9] had established 
Christianity on earth, that (a) the divine right of 
the poor was recognized, and that (6) the Holy 
Spirit inspired men with a sincere concern for 
the poor; II. To Christianity: the o&re of the 
poor (a) led to the development, (from the ear¬ 
liest times), of its divine virtues—love and pity, 
patience and self-denial, the contempt of death, 
and confidence in God; (6) it also demonstrated 
in the presence of the world that Christianity had 
a right to exist, and possessed the power to accom¬ 
plish the redemption of the world; (illustrative 
facts to be selected, and applied to the present 
times). —The Christian mode of caring for the poor: 

I. It derives its life and vigor from love to Christ; 

II. Its object is to alleviate and remove spiritual 
and temporal distress; III. Its glory consists in 
rendering services to the church in an humble spi¬ 
rit. (Lfeonh. and Sp.). —The office of a guardian of 
the poor , on office of dignity: in view, I. Of its an¬ 
cient origin; it is the oldest ecclesiastical office, 
next to that of the apostles, by whom it was insti¬ 
tuted and consecrated; II. Of its exalted purpose; 
it is designed to provide for the body and the soul; 

III. Of the numerous qualifications whioh it de¬ 
mands: honest report, the Holy Ghost, wisdom, 
ver. 8; IV. Of the divine blessing which it im¬ 
parts and receives.—Ver. 4. Under what circum¬ 
stances can an evangelical pastor discharge the duties 
of his office with joy and success t L When his 
strength is derived from prayer; II. When his 
authority is derived from the word of God; HI. 
When his labors are not his own personal'efforts, 
but, in truth, a work of God. (Harless). 
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SECTION y. 

STEPHEN, ONE OP THE SEVEN, WHO LABORED WITH GREAT POWER AND SUCCESS, 
IS ACCUSED OF BLASPHEMY; HE VINDICATES HIMSELF IN A POWERFUL DIB- 
COURSE; IN CONSEQUENCE OF THAT DISCOURSE HE IS STONED, BUT DIES WITH 
BLESSED HOPES, A CONQUEROR THROUGH THE NAME OF JESUS. 

Chapter VL 8— Chapter VII. 60. 


A.— THE LABORS OT STEPHEN ; HOSTILE MOVEMENTS AND ACCUSATIONS OF HIS ENEMIES; HE IS 
BROUGHT BEFORE THE GREAT COUNCIL, AND COMMANDED TO ANSWER THE CHARGES OF HIS 
OPPONENTS. 

Chapter VI. 8-16. 

8 And [But] Stephen, full of faith 1 [of grace] and power, did great wondera and 

9 miracles among the people. *Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is 
called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them 

10 [who were] of Cilicia and of Asia, 1 * disputing with Stephen. *And they were not able 

11 to resist the wisdom and the spirit by [Spirit in] which he spake. *Then they 
suborned men, which [who] said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against 

12 Moses, and againxt God. *And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the 
scribes, and came upon [to] him , and caught [took hold of] him, and brought him to 

13 the council, *And set up false witnesses, which [who] said, This man ceaseth not to 
speak blasphemous* [pm. blasphemous] words against this 4 * [the] holy place, and the 

14 law: *For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Naaareth shall [will] destroy 
this place, and shall [om. shall] change the customs 6 which Moses delivered [to] he. 

15 *And all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had 
been the [his face as the] face of an angel. 


I Ver. 8.—gdipirof ia anqneetlonftbly to be preferred to tutt— r [in H; you). *. vi. in B.1 which wm taken from v*r. 6, 
and is supported by only a few authorities of inferior importance. [AIL, with the later critics, entertains the same view, 
reading \ap. with A. B. D. Cod. Sin. Vulg. father*, etc.—T&.1 

• Ver. 9—Lachm&nn cancels k. *A<nap, in accordance with A. [D. (corrected)], but the reading is sufficiently attested 
by the authorities [including Cod. Sin.] in order to be retained; no internal evidence against It exists. [Retained by 
Tisch. and Alf n with whom Meyer and de Wette cdncur.— Til] 

* Ver. 13. a. [of text, rtc .] after fatuiTa is evidently a gloss derived from ver. 11, and Is omitted by the most 

Important MSS. [Found in E. H.; omitted in A. B. C. D. Cod. Sin. vulg., and cancelled by Alt, Loch- Tisch.—TnJ 

4 Ver. 13. b .—rovrov after iylov is found, it is trne, in B (e sil). d, but is probably a later addition, and therefore 
spurious. [Omitted by A. D. E. H. Cod. Bin. Vulg., and cancelled by Alt, Lach., Tisch.— Tr.] 

4 Ver. 14.—[The margin of the Engl. vers, offers rites for customs ; the latter is preferable. Robinson (Lex.) tarnishes, 

under Wov only the three words : “ custom, usage, manner.” Wahl’s definitions are : (1) mot, consuetudo; (2) turfite fas*, 
rituSy and here he cites the present passage. J. A. Alexander (Com. ad foe.) prefers “ institutions.”—Tx.] 


BXEGBTIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 8. Stephen - - - did great wonders. 

—The opportunity for working miracles was, 
without doubt, furnished by his office, which 
brought him into eontaot with the poor, the sick, 
and the suffering. We are here enabled to ob¬ 
tain a view of his offioial labors, which were so 
abundantly blessed. We cannot entertain a 
doubt that he and his colleagues attended to the 
immediate duties of their office with the utmost 
assiduity and fidelity, and afforded aid and re¬ 
lief to widows, orphans, and all others who were 
in distress. But he may have very frequently 
encountered cases, in which the temporal gifts 
distributed by him in the name of the ohurch, 


proved to be totally inadequate. On such occa¬ 
sions this man, who was full of faith and the Spi¬ 
rit (ver. 5), did not offer mere temporal aid, but 
exercised nis spiritual gifts of prayer and of faith, 
and brought with him spiritual aid, encourage¬ 
ment and consolation. And the Lord granted 
him such grace that he wrought miracles, prin¬ 
cipally, no doubt, in cases of sickness and suffer¬ 
ing. We cannot refer %dpic [see note 1, above, 
appended to the text] to men, in the sense of pop¬ 
ular favor , as no qualifying term, indicating 
such a meaning, is connected with it. 

Ver. 9. Then there arose - - - disputing 
with Stephen. —Stephen attracted the atten¬ 
tion, and, indeed, excited the envy and jealousy 
of the unbelieving Jews, not only by the wonders 
and miracles whioh he wrought, and which won 
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distinction for him, but also by his gifts of know¬ 
ledge and eloquence, which he employed in bear¬ 
ing witness to Christ. They became excited, ad¬ 
dressed him personally, and engaged in discus¬ 
sions or debates (av^fjroirvreg) with him. They 
were Hellenistic Jews, and had previously known 
Stephen, who was, very probably, a Hellenist 
himself. The language in this verse [be t?k aw¬ 
ay. —A k. K. /c. ’A. x. T&v &nd K. /£. *A olaq^ is 
not free from ambiguity, and has hence given 
rise to many conflicting explanations. Some in¬ 
terpreters, as Calvin, Bengel, etc., suppose that 
only one synagogue is meant, to which all the 
groups here mentioned by name, belonged; but 
this interpretation can be suggested only when 
undue stress is laid on the expression nft owa- 
yvyw, the result of which certainly is, that only 
one synagogue appears to be mentioned. But the 
words koI tuv and K«A., etc., obviously indicate 
that a well-known distinction existed. Accord¬ 
ingly, Winer (Bibl. Rtalwdrtb. art. Libirtiker) 
and Ewald suppose that two different syna¬ 
gogues are specified, the first, that of the Liber¬ 
tines, the Cyrenian, and Alexandrian Jews; the 
•eeond, that of the Cilician and Asiatic Jews. 
Winer, however, [who remarks on this case 
again, in Gram. N. T. t last ed. § 19. 6. note 1.— 
T*.], states elsewhere (Realw. art. Cybene), that 
the Cyrenians had a synagogue of their own [in 
Jerusalem]. — That interpretation appears to 
claim the preference with most reason, which 
enumerates five synagogues [repeating, with do 
Wotte, Hackett, etc., rtvks before each of the suc- 
eeoding four genitives.—T b.]. It is well-known, 
from statements made in the Talmud, that Jeru¬ 
salem contained a very large number of syna¬ 
gogues, amounting, according to the Rabbinic 
writers, to 480. The Talmud specially mentions 
the synagogue of the Jews who came from Alex¬ 
andria, in which city about 100,000 Jews resided 
at that period. It is very probable that the Jews 
of Gyrene in Upper Libya, where they constituted 
a fourth part of the population, also had a syna¬ 
gogue of their own in the holy city. When Pom- 
pev overran Judea, he oarried a vast number of 
Jews to Rome, as prisoners of war, about B. C. 
68; when they were liberated and had returned 
to Judea, they and their sons [designated liberti- 
*h that is, fretdmen\ without doubt, assembled 
in their own separate synagogue; the terms em¬ 
ployed in the text establish the correctness of 
this view with great distinctness. (We omit other 
explanations of the name, as they are all merely 
conjectural). It is quite as probable that both 
those Jews who came from Cilicia, a province of 
Asia Minor, and also those whose original home 
had been in Asia, that is, the eastern cdhst of 
the JEgean Sea [ch. ii. 9], in each case, main¬ 
tained a separate synagogue. The opponents of 
Stephen, accordingly, belonged to the congrega¬ 
tions of five different synagogues, but now col¬ 
lect in two companies, according to the terms of 
this verse, the first consisting of Jews from Rome 
•ad Africa, the second of those who came from 
Asia Minor. It is probable that Saul was one of 
the latter, and belonged to the Cilician synagogue, 
[ch. xxL 39]. 

Ver. 10. And they were not able to re- 
*!*t, etc.—The sense is, not that they owned that 
they had failed to sustain their positions, and, 


that they submitted to the truth, for their subse¬ 
quent conduct revealed an increased degree of 
animosity; the meaning is, that they could adduce 
no arguments possessing any force, in oppo¬ 
sition to the wisdom and the Spirit wherewith 
be spake, [nvevfia^ the “Holy Spirit, if not as 
a person, as an influence.” (J. A. Alex.); “the 
Spirit.” (Hack.)—T b.]. The word oofla assuredly 
does not here mean mere Jewish learning [Hein¬ 
richs; Kuin.]—learning and wisdom are far from 
being identical—but denotes that true wisdom 
which is from above [Jam. iii. 17], and that fulness 
of the Spirit, which, according to ver. 6, was 
in Stephen. 

Ver. 11. Then they suborned men.— 
These Hellenistic men of the synagogue, controlled 
by a fanatical spirit, resorted to cunning in 
order to effect the ruin of the man, whose doe- 
trines and principles they could not confute. In 
order to avoid the charge of being influenced by 
a revengeful spirit, they no longer continued the 
contest personally in public, but put forward 
( vnkjiaXov) other men; they instigated these 
agents to circulate as widely as possible the 
charge, that Stephen had uttered blasphemies 
against Moses, and even against' God Himself, 
and that they had themselves heard him speak 
those words. Stephen’s enemies intended to in¬ 
fluence public opinion to his disadvantage by 
these rumors, and also to furnish the magistrates 
of the people of Israel with an opportunity to in¬ 
stitute legal proceedings against him. Both ob¬ 
jects were attained. The people and the mem¬ 
bers of the Sanhedrin were alike aroused (owe- 
Kivrjaav) ; and this was the first occasion on which 
the population of the capital city united with the 
party that was opposed to the Christians. The 
fact constituted an epooh in the history of the 
latter. 

Ver. 12. Came upon him, and canght 
him. —The proceedings against Stephen were 
not commenced by the leaders of the Sanhedrin 
themselves, as in the case of Jesus, but rather 
originated in a popular tumult. The individuals, 
however, who had previously disputed with him, 
and then, by means of their agents, circulated 
such charges as would naturally inflame the pub¬ 
lic mind, now engaged personally in the affair. 
They cajne to Stephen unexpectedly, possibly at 
a moment when he was traversing the street on 
one of his errands of mercy ^violently seized his 
person, and brought him to the Sanhedrin 
[awtdgwv], of which a special meeting was has¬ 
tily called. 

Ver. 18. And set up false witnesses.— 

These witnesses, who were perhaps hired for the 
occasion, had previously received definite in¬ 
structions ’ from the party opposed to Stephen. 
Were they, strictly speaking, lying wit¬ 

nesses? Baur and Zeller, who reply in the neg¬ 
ative, accuse the narrator of uttering an untruth, 
in so far as he applies the term yfxv6el$ to the 
witnesses, since, as they allege, Stephen had 
really entertained the opinions, and spoken the 
words with which he is charged in ver. 18, 14. 
But the opinion of these critics can certainly de¬ 
rive no support whatever from any remarks oc¬ 
curring in the discourse recorded in the next 
chapter. It is, besides, inconceivable per te, that 
at this early period, a devout Israelitish Chris- 
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tian like Stephen, an honored and trusted mem¬ 
ber of the primitive congregation, which adhered 
so faithfully to the temple and the law, oould 
have been impelled by any motive to assail the 
temple and the law with such violence as this 
opinion would require us to assume (comp. 
Baumq. Apg. I. 122, ff.). It is, further, essential 
that we should compare ver. 18 with ver. 14, and 
carefhlly observe the material difference which 
exists between their respective contents. The 
former contains simply a general charge; the 
latter supports the charge by presenting evidence 
respecting certain concrete expressions of the 
accused party. Stephen is accused in ver. 18, of 
perpetually ( ob irabtrai) assailing the temple and 
the law, that is, of considering it to be his chief 
employment to argue, in an insulting and blas¬ 
phemous manner, against the fundamental prin¬ 
ciples of the Mosaio institutions. (Although 
pX6a<pijfia after tyuara is, in (hi* ease , a spurious 
term, the phrase pfjpara Xafclv icard, here denotes, 
as the context and the urns loq. show (comp. Lu. 
xii. 10), that slanderous or blasphemous words 
are meant). Now this charge is evidently in¬ 
tended to represent Stephen as a man whose sen¬ 
timents and conduct are all controlled by an ac¬ 
tive, enduring, irreverent and fanatical Hostility 
to all that is holy and divine in the eyes of every 
devout Israelite. But no one, not even Baur or 
Zeller, believes that such was the character of 
Stephen. And yet those accusers wished to 
produce that impression. They are, therefore, 
false witnesses; they are so termed, not because 
they may have reported any words actually ut¬ 
tered by Stephen, with the malicious design to 
destroy him (Heinr .), but because, in addition to 
a positively hostile feeling or a malicious motive, 
they reallv pronounced a tyevioq. For the evi¬ 
dence which the accusers deliver in ver. 14, in 
order to substantiate the charge in ver. 18, and 
which they represent as derived from their per¬ 
sonal knbwledge [aiajK6a/iev —Aryovroc), does not 

S rove the point to which it refers. We will here 
ij no stress on the circumstance that this lan¬ 
guage of Stephen, (which was no doubt employed 
by him in the course of his debate with the men 
of the synagogue), was, perhaps, not heard by 
the witnesses personally, but communicated to 
them by others, and that, in such a case, they 
would already deserve the title of false witnesses. 
But their statement in ver. 14, (even if we admit 
that Stephen had used precisely these terms!, in 
the first place, only shows that Stephen haa, on 
a single occasion, but not perseveringly and per¬ 
petually, employed offensive expressions; in the 
second place, it by no means shows that he had 
indulged in language which insulted and blas¬ 
phemed that which was divine, as ver. 11 and 
ver. 13 would lead us to expect. The charge 
may not have been entirely fictitious, but have 
been suggested by oertain terms employed by 
Stephen; still, it was/afoc, for the words actually 
chosen by him, were not presented in their pro¬ 
per connection, but were distorted and repeated 
with exaggerations. [“This charge was no 
doubt true so far as it related to the doctrine, that 
the new religion, or rather the new form of the 
church was to supersede the old. Its falsity con¬ 


sisted in the representation of the two as hostile 
or antagonistic systems, and of the change as one 
to be effected by coercion or brute force.” (J. A. 
Alexander, ad loc. —Tb.].—I t is obvious that the 
terms 6 N a^ngcuo^ ovroq (which betray a bitter and 
contemptuous spirit,) are not derived from Ste¬ 
phen himself, but are combined by the false wit¬ 
nesses with his words; and, indeed, they do not 
quote his own words, but report his remarks ta 
sermone obliquo. 

Vbr. 15. Saw his face - - - an angel.—We 
can easily imagine that the eyes of all who were 
present, were fixed on the Christian who was ac¬ 
cused of such serious offences. But while they 
gaied, they could discover neither fear nor anxi¬ 
ety depicted on his countenance, even when the 
devices of his enemies seemed to be successful 
His countenance was, on the contrary, lighted up 
as with an angelic radiance, revealing not only 
the courage of a man, a divine inspiration, and 
holy serenity of the soul, but also the brightness 
of a preternatural light [like that of Moses, 
Exod. xxiv. 29 fJ. A. Alex.)]. The language of 
Luke certainly implies far more than that the 
countenance of Stephen indicated the utmost 
tranquillity*, insomuch that the spectators invol¬ 
untarily looked on him with reverence (Kuinoel); 
it obviously describes an objective, and, indeed, 
an extraordinary phenomenon. If he had been 
previously endowed with the Spirit, he now re¬ 
ceived, in this decisive moment, the anointing of 
the Spirit of God in a still richer measure. That 
this divine influence on the soul of the devout 
witness should have manifested itself externally, 
and irradiated his countenance with a heavenly 
light that was visible even to his enemies, cannot 
surprise us, when we reflect that the spiritual 
and corporeal here>act in unison, and especially, 
that in the most solemn moments of life, even as 
at the end of all human history, “oorporealness 
is the end of the ways of God.”* 


• [“ Leibliehkeit ist das Ende drr Wegt Gotten: 1 This savins 
of the celebrated F. C. Ootinger of Wuertemberg (died Febr. 
10,1782), which is frequently quoted, is explained by Auber- 
len (the author of the work entitled “ Die TheosophieOtafiB- 
ger's,” 1847), in a biographical sketch in Hertog: ffaaf- 
Encyk. X. 506 ff. We have only room for the prominent 
thoughts on which it was founded. 

Life is an “ essential or simplified ” combination of powers, 
an intensum, externally a mono *, internally a mynas, and ia 
manifested corporeally. Corporealneea, (or, “to be corpo¬ 
real ”) is a reality or perfection, that ia, when it to released 
from the defects adhering to mere terrestrial oorporealnese, 
via., impenetrability, resistance, and gross mixture; this re¬ 
lease will be hereafter exemplified in the bodies of risen be¬ 
lievers.—Christ restored the true life by his death and res¬ 
urrection, and now his corpus est perfectio spiritus ; he will, 
too, restore all things to their proper (spiritual') corporeal¬ 
ness, so that God will dwell in the creature in his glory, and 
be all ia all. In this sense, “ corporealness to the end of the 
wavs of God.” 

Oetinger, (who refers to passages like 1 Cor. xv.44, “spir¬ 
itual body”, Rom. viii. 21-28; John, ch. vt, etc,) regarded 
the resurrection of the body as the completion of the regen¬ 
eration (the nAiyynwta of Matt. xix. 28, on which passage 
see the analogous remarks of Olshausen), or as being, m 
connection with the new heaven and earth of the kingdom 
of glory, the final purpose of the revelations and acts of 
God. There will not only be a blessed world of spirits, at 
the consummation of all things, but also a glorified corpore- 
alness.—In the case of Stephen, the author, alluding to Oe- 
tinger’s theory, doubtless intends to imply that an anticipa¬ 
tory glorifloetion of human nature, proceeding from the 
soul, or incipient influences of the Holy Spirit on the body, 
already occurred.—Ta.] 
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: DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The immediate duties of the office assigned 
to Stephen, required him to provide for the wants 
of the poor, and render other services in the ex¬ 
ternal affairs of the church; nevertheless, he 
found that duties of a spiritual nature also 
claimed his attention. This result was natural. 
When the Redeemer is present with his Spirit and 
his gifts, and when his church, adhering to him 
in faith and love, and persevering in prayer and 
supplication, continually receives new grace, all 
its affairs acquire a spiritual character, and even 
the care of its external interests assumes the na¬ 
ture of a spiritual office. When the church suf¬ 
fers from any internal disease, and the “life that 
is hid with Christ in God” [Col. iii. 3], has de¬ 
parted, even the office of the ministry of the 
word sinks to the level of a mere external and 
mechanical service, an opus operatum and a trade. 

2. Stephen was only one of the Seven, not one 
of the Twelve; he was simply invested with an 
administrative office, afterwards called the Dia- 
conate, and not with the Apostolate. Still, he 
received the gift to work wonders and miracles, 
which had hitherto been confined to the apostles, 
and was enabled to speak with such wisdom that 
he contended with the enemies of the faith as 
successfully as the apostles. Indeed, the gifts 
which the Lord bestowed upon him, the relent¬ 
less hostility to which he was exposed, and the 
martyrdom which closed his career, combine to 
place him in such a prominent position, that the 
apostles themselves temporarily recede from the 
view. And yet the latter are not moved by envy, 
even in the faintest degree. They were not so 
completely controlled by lofl^onceptions of the 
dignity of their own office, IKo apprehend that 
it would be imperilled by this circumstance. The 
Lord himself, and his honor, were of far greater 
importance in their eyes, than their own office. 
And when the Redeemer appointed them to be 
his witnesses, he did not impose any obligation 
on himself by which he resigned his sovereign 
authority to impart gifts to others, to breathe his 
Spirit on others, or to employ additional instru¬ 
ments at his pleasure. 

8. The Redeemer had promised his servants 
that if they should be assailed for his name’s 
sake, he would give them suoh wisdom of speech, 
and such power in vindicating their course, that 
their enemies would be unable to resist their 
words with success; Luke xxi. 16. He fulfilled 
this promise with such faithfulness in the case 
of Stephen, that the opponents of the latter with¬ 
drew from the spiritual conflict; they could not 
mist his wisdom which was from above, and the 
» Spirit by which he spake, and now resolved to 
nun him by rousing the passions of men against 
him through distorted statements of his words 
and through falsehoods. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vn. 8. And Stephen. —Stephen, a star of 
the first magnitude in the constellation of the 
seven Deacons. (Starke).—He who is faithful in 
that which is least (the office of a guardian of the 


poor), is intrusted by the Lord with that which is 
much (faith, power, miracles).—A single servant 
who is full of grace and the Spirit, accomplishes 
more in the church, than a hundred servants 
who are without the Spirit, (ib).—Quench not 
the Spirit! [1 Thess. v. 19]. The apostles placed 
no impediments in the way of Stephen when he 
preached and wrought miracles, although these 
were the appropriate functions of their own office. 
—Full of faith and power, did great won¬ 
ders and miracles.--Observe this description 
of a Christian who is endowed with life. Where 
true faitli exists, power is present; where there 
is power, wonders will be wrought, that is to^ay, 
results will be produoed, even if they are not 
actual miracles like those of Stephen. 

Vee. 9. Then there arose oertain of the 
synagogue - - - - disputing with Stephen. 
—The most zealous controversialists and most 
Bkilful disputants, who select religious truth 
as their topic, usually have the least religion and 
faith of all. (Starke).—Men may acquire the 
learning of the schools, and yet not be “taught 
of God.” “There are more things in heaven 
and earth, than are dreamt of in your philoBO- 
phy.” 

Vee. 10. And they were not able to re¬ 
sist. —“Thedisciple is not above his master.” 
Even as the scribes tempted ChriBt with insidious 
questions devised by human wisdom, so, too, they 
approach Stephen with similar weapons. Fur¬ 
nished with all the material which the learning of 
their schools supplied, they attempt to annihilate 
Jesus Christ, the hope and the glory of Stephen’s 
heart. But this unpretending herald of the 
cross, entertains no fear, for the weapons of his 
warfare are not carnal; it is the Spirit of God 
that speaketh in him. They cannot prevail in 
a contest with Him! (Leonh. and 8p.). 

Vee. 17. Then they suborned men. — An 
evil enterprise will always find abettors. (Starke). 
—Divine truths may easily be perverted; it 
is not difficult to alter slightly the words of the 
witnesses of the truth, and then accuse them of 
blasphemy. (K. H. Rieger). 

Vee. 12. And they stirred up the people. 
—This is the first occasion on which we find the 
people willing to combine with the elders and 
scribes in hostile movements against the church 
of Jesus. The apostles in Jerusalem now reach 
the same turning-point, from which, at an earlier 
day, the way led to the place where Jesus was 
crucified. The people had once been very atten¬ 
tive to hear him. (Luke xix. 48], but afterwards 
they cried: “Crucify him!” (Besser). 

Vee. 15. His face as it had been the face 
of an angel. —A joyful heart, which is assured 
of the grace of God, imparts its brightness to 
the face. (Starke).—The flight of the eagles of 
God is boldest, when the storm rages most furi¬ 
ously; his stars shine most brilliantly in the 
darkest nights. (W. Hofacker).—God often sends 
angels to his church; few there are who have 
eyes to see them; but there are many whose 
hands are ready to stone them. (Starke).—The 
composure and the cheerful spirit of Stephen 
were generally noticed; they demonstrated that 
God manifested his glory in his servants, espe¬ 
cially when they suffer, and that “the Spirit of 
glory” [1 Pet iv. 14] rests upon them. We see, 
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moreover, the brightness of his face reflected in 
the discourse which he delivered; he ascends, 
like an angel, above all that is human or earthly, 
speaking and acting with a holy seal for the 
honor of God and for the truth, and with a deep 
concern for the salvation of men.— The glory of the 
countenance of Motet, and the angelic appearance of 
the face of Stephen —illustrative of the language 
in 2 Cor. iii. 6-8: if the office whioh slays 
through the letter, was glorious, how shall not 
the office whioh imparts the Spirit be yet more 
glorious ?— The angelic brightnete revealed in Ste¬ 
phen 7 1 face: I. It was the light reflected from the 
face of Jesus Christ, who says to his servants; 
“In the world ye shall have tribulation, but be 
of good cheer: I have overcome the world ” [John 
xvL 88]; II. It was the radiance of his inward 
assurance of faith, which exclaimed: “If God 
be for us, who can be against us?” [Rom. viii. 
81]; III. It was the effulgence of that fiiture glory 
with which “the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared” [Rom. viii. 18]. 
—The terenity that appeart on the countenance of a 
believer who hat fallen atleep in the Lord: L It is 


the departing light of an earthly existence that 
doses in peace in God; II. It is the dawning 
light of eternity approaching with the effulgence 
of heaven. 

On the whole section. — Stephen, a man full of 
faith and power: I. In his successful labors; ver. 
8; II. In his severe trials; ver. 9-14; III. In the 
heavenly light whioh shone upon him; ver. 15. 
—[Ver. 1. Distension* m the church: L The 
mode in which they originate; (a) the different 
light in which doctrines, measures, or men, are 
viewed; (5) personal offenoe given or taken, in 
connection with the expression of opinion; (e) 
the aid of other individuals invoked, and opposite 
parties formed; II. Their influence; (a) on the 
individual (his spiritual life, etc.); (&) on the 
church (character, growth, divine blessing); (c) 
on the world (false and dangerous views respect¬ 
ing religion); HI. The remedy (example of the 
apostles and the members); (a) Christian humil¬ 
ity ; (6) Christian love (manifested in words and 
acts); (c) Christian faith (relying rather on the 
divine care of the churc*. than on any specific 
human counsels.) —Tr.] 


B.—STEPHEN VINDICATES HIMSBLT IN A POWERFUL DISCOURSE. 

Chapter VII. 1-68. 


51- The firtt part of the discourse, embracing the age of^t Patriarchs 
Chapter VII. 1-16. 

1, 2 Then said the high priest, Are these things so ♦And he said, Men, brethren, 
and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he 

3 was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran [Haran, (Gen. xi. 81)], *And said 
unto him. Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the* 

4 land which I shall show thee. *Then came [went] he out of the land of the Chal¬ 
deans, and dwelt in Charran [Haran] : and [. And] from thence, when his father was 

5 dead [had died], he removed him into this land, wherein ye now dwell. * And he gave 
him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot on [in it, not even a foot- 
breadth] : yet [and] he promised that he would give it to him* for a possession, and to 

6 his seed after him, when as pet he had no child. * And [But] God spake on this wise, 
That [that] his seed should sojourn in a strange land; and that they should [would] 
bring them [it, (dvr J, the seed )] into bondage, and entreat them [it] evil four hundred 

7 years. * And [years ; and] the nation to whom they shall be in bondage will I judge, 

8 said God; and after that shall they come forth, and serve me in this place. * And ne 
gave him the covenant of circumcision; and [circumcision. And] so Abraham [he] 
begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob 

9 begat the twelve patriarchs. * And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph [en- 

10 vied Joseph, and sold him] into Egypt: but God was with him, *And delivered him 
out of all his afflictions, and gave nim favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and [over] all his house. 

11 * Now there came a dearth [famine] over all the land of Egypt 4 and Chanaan [Canaan], 

12 and great affliction: and our fathers found no sustenance. ♦But when Jacob heard 
that there was corn in Egypt, he [But J. heard that there was grain in store, and] sent 

13 out our fathers first [our fathers the first time to Egypt] 5 . ♦ And at the second time 
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Joseph waa made known to [was recognized by] his brethren; and Joseph's kindred 

14 [race] was made [became] known to Pharaoh. *Then sent Joseph [But J. sent], and 
called his father Jacob to Am, and all his kindred, threescore and fifteen [seventy- 

15 five] souls. *So [And] Jacob went down unto Egypt,® and died, he, and our 

16 fathers, * And were carried over into Sychem, and laid in the sepulchre that 7 Abraham 
bought for a sum of money of the sons of Emmor, the father of Sychem. 8 

1 Ter. 1. «Lm [of text, rec .] after «i is wanting in A. B. 0. [God. Sin.] and some minuscule mss., and has on this account 
been cancelled by Lach.; but it is found in D. E. H., and the fathers; it could more easily have been dropped as superfluous, 
thn bars been inserted as a correction. [Retained by Tisch. and Alf.—T r.1 

* Ver. S. The article rrjv before vij*, which is wanting in the text, rec^ is so well attested, that its genuineness cannot 
be doubted. [Found in A. B. C. D. A Cod. Sin.; omitted in H., but retained by later editors generally.—T r.] 

* Ver. 5. ooGvcu avry is better attested [by A. B. C. D. E. H.J than avr<p JoGvat [of the text. rec. which reading is supported 
only by a few minuscule manuscripts. Lach., Tisch., and Alf. read ftoGvcu ait. —Cod. Sin. exhibits the following: enrjy. oovvat 
nry* <ic xoracrx- ovrw.—T r.1 

* Ter. 11. Griesbach and Lachmann, following the authority of A. B. C. [Cod. Sin.] and some ancient versions [Syr. Vnlg. 
etc.] read r^r Alyvimv ; other MSS. [E. H.L and some rersions, have rrjv ynv Atyvrrou ; yqv could have more easily been 
dropped by copyists, than bare be^n inserted. [y»)r retained by Tisch. and Alf.—T r.1 

1 Ter. 12. The reading (it Alywror is far better attested than iv Aiyvtma, which is a correction to suit ovra. [ir A. of 
text. rec. in D. IL; ei« A. in A. B. C. E. Cod. 8in. and adopted by Lach. Tisch. and Alf.—T r.] 

* Ter. 15. sol kclt* fir) is a better reading than Kaript) ; D., and somo versions, exhibit no conjunction at all, and Borne- 
tuna sad Meyer regard this as the original form of the text; this construction, however, would connect «caT«/3i} with iv «fcvv. 
il& xevrt of ver. 14. [*ai jc«t. in A. C. E. Cod. Sin. and adopted by Lach. Tisch. Alf.—T r.] In the samo verse, Tischondorf 
cancels «ic AiyvsroF, without sufficient reason, and in opposition to all the authorities. [Lach. retains this reading as 
genuine; Alford inserts it in the text, but in brackets. Cod. Sin. reads tit Aly. —Tr.] 

1 Ver. 16. a. 5 [In H. before «mtht. and adopted in the text. rec. 44 not recognising the attraction” (Meyer). Tr.], is plainly a 
correction; the reading y [in A. B. C. D. E. Coo. Sim, and adopted by the recent editors] is sufficiently attested, both critically 
and grammatically. 

* Ter. 16. b. row 2 vWja [of text, rec.] is, doubtless, the original reading; for both iv 2. in B. C. and some versions, and 
ni iv 2. in A. E. and other authorities, are evidently corrections, snggested by the opinion that this name here [as well 
as In the beginning of the same verse (Meyer)], indicated a place and not a person. [Lachm. reads row iv; Tisch. and Alf. 
with D. H. rov 2. as text. rec. —Cod. Sin. reads iv 2vx-, before which a later hand (C) inserted roG.—T r.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vn. 1. Then said the high priest. —The 

high priest, as the presiding officer of the San¬ 
hedrin, gives Stephen an opportunity to speak in 
defence of himself; while he thus recognizes the 
rights of the accused, the term Apa, connected 
with the interrogative particle «, expresses even 
favorable sentiments, or is at least intended to ex¬ 
hibit the equity of the speaker. 

Via. 2, 3. a. And h© ©aid. —It is highly 
probable that Stephen, whom we have every rea¬ 
son to regard as a Hellenist, employed the Greek 
language, when he delivered the present discourse 
(the design and genuineness of which are con¬ 
sidered below). [See General Remarks ap¬ 
pended to Exeq. note on ver. 53.—Tr.]. This 
opinion, which is suggested by his birth and edu¬ 
cation, is confirmed by the general complexion of 
the discourse; the latter corresponds throughout 
to the Alexandrian Version. We possess, besides, 
conclusive historical testimony that the Greek 
language was, at that time, so generally under¬ 
stood and spoken in Palestine, that the delivery 
of a Greek discourse in the Sanhedrin could not 
be regarded as an extraordinary circumstance. 
—The terms of the address, hdehpoi koI rrartpef, 
were conciliatory; they both indicated that the 
speaker regarded the members of the council 
with reverence as fathers, and also involved an 

T d to their common nationality (brethren). 

The God of glory. —Stephen commences 
kit discourse with this descriptive name of God 
for wise reasons. It was one of his objects to 
counteract the slanderous report which had been 
circulated, that he had blasphemed God (ch. vi. 
11), tad to repel any possible charge that the 
Cnrhtaaas did not properly revere Him. Hence 
ke expresses his own devout and reverential sen- 
tiat&ts, and gives to God the honor which belongs 
to him. But he has also another, and a more 
8 


direct object, when he refers specially to the 
glory (S6f;a) of God; even at this early stage in 
his discourse, as well as afterwards, his mind is 
engaged in the contemplation of the inconceivable 
grandeur, the boundless power, and the absolute 
sovereignty of God. In his view, God iB inde¬ 
pendent of every object, animate or inanimate, 
and may reveal himself to any creature, in any 
mode, and in any place, according to his own 
pleasure. The present expression, especially 
when viewed in its connection with reminds 
us of that exalted and wonderful celestial splendor 
which usually attended earlier theophonies or ma¬ 
nifestations of God. [See Exod. xxiv. 16; xxxiii. 
18 ff.; xl. 84; Lev. ix. 28, and comp. Herzoo: 
Beal -Encyk. art. Schechina, XIII. 476, and Theo - 
jphanie, XVI. 17.— Tr.] 
e. Before he dwelt in Charran.—Abraham 
accompanied his father Terah, when the latter 
journeyed to Charran (the Carrte of the Romans), 
a very ancient city of Mesopotamia, situated on a* 
frequented route, and probably in a south-west¬ 
erly direction from Ur of the Chaldees, in which, 
region they had previously resided (see Winer 
Bealw. art. Ear an [and Herzoo : Beal-Encyk. V. 
589]). It was, according to the Mosaic narra¬ 
tive [Gen. xi. 31], the original intention of Terah,. 
who took, with him his son Abram, together with 
Sarai and Lot, to proceed as for as Canaan; but 
he advanced no further than Charran [H&ranl, 
where he remained until his death. It is only 
afterwards (Gen. xii. Iff.) that mention is made 
of the divine command which Abram received, 
to forsake his country and his kindred, and 
journey into & land which God would show; the 
divine blessing was promised at the same time. 
It undoubtedly seems to follow from this state¬ 
ment that Abraham did not receive the revelation 
which included a command to go to the land that 
should be shown to him, at a period anterior to 
his residence in Charran. Nevertheless, Stephen 
represents this revelation as having occurred in 
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" Mesopotamia (ver. 2), or in the land of the Chal¬ 
deans (ver. 4), t. e. in Ur in Chaldea; and he 
assigns it to a period which preceded the first 
migration of the family, when it was their more 
immediate object to reach the city of Charran. 
And, indeed, the yery terms which God employs 
in Gen. xii. 1, are here repeated in yer. 8, only 
with the difference that they appear in an ab¬ 
breviated form. Hence, various interpreters (a. 
g. Grotius; de Wette; Meyer), have maintained 
that Stephen had involuntarily committed a mis¬ 
take, in the excitement of the moment, and had 
assigned to an earlier period and to another 
• region, (that of Ur,) the divine command which 
Abraham really received afterward, when he had 
already reached Charran. Although we do not 
believe that it would be perilous to concede this 
point, there is another circumstance, conflicting 
with the opinion of these interpreters, which 
claims consideration. It is well known from 
statements in Philo (De Abrakamo. §15.) and 
Josephus, (Anliq. i. 7, 1.), that the Jews, in that 
age, and particularly those of Alexandria, held 
the opinion that Abraham had already received 
a divine command while he dwelt in Ur. It is 
this tradition which Stephen adopts, applying 
the words in Gen. xii. 1 to that supposed earlier 
call of God. And, indeed, there are traces even 
in the book of Genesis itself, of such a command 
of God which Abraham received in Ur. In Gen. 
xv. 7, God says to Abraham: “ I am Jehovah, who 

led thee forth from Ur in Chaldea (^rnvin), 

to give thee this land.” These words seem to 
imply plainly that God had distinctly communi- 
oated his will to Abraham, that he should depart 
from Ur; and there is a special reference to these 
words in Nehem. ix. 7. It is true that no men¬ 
tion is made in Gen. xi. 81 of any direct command 
of God, and the departure from Ur appears to 
be a voluntary act of Terah, rather than one of 
obedience to the divine will on the part of Abra¬ 
ham. But the peculiar construction of the book 
of Genesis ought not to be overlooked; it is evi¬ 
dently founded on several documents and ac¬ 
counts, which had, to some extent, been originally 
composed from different points of view, and this 
observation is specially applicable to ch. xi. and 
ch. xii. Accordingly, the method adopted by 
the later Jews, (which was followed by Stephen 
also,) of viewing the event in connection with its 
causes and its consequences, cannot, with pro¬ 
priety, be rejected unconditionally as erroneous 
and unhistorical; we perceive, on the contrary, 
that Stephen’s statement is not entirely unsup¬ 
ported by the scriptural records themselves. 

Vee. 4. When hi* father was dead. —Here 
again Stephen assents to the current opinion of 
his age, which is recorded by Philo [“who falls 
into the same mistake, de Migr. Abrah ., § 82” 
(Alf.)], and which could scarcely have been sug¬ 
gested simply by the consideration that filial duty 
would not have allowed Abraham to abandon his 
father in his old age. The passage, Gen. xi. 81, 
82; xii. V ff., when read as a continuous and 
progressive narrative, does, at first, convey the 
impression that Abraham did not receive the 
command to migrate to Canaan, before his fa¬ 
ther’s death [while, in truth, the mention of 
that event in ch. xi. 82 is proleptical or anti¬ 


cipatory (Alford).—T b.]. There can be no doubt, 
when the chronological data are considered, that 
Terah was still living when Abraham departed 
from Charran. For, according to Gen. xi. 27, 
he was seventy years old when he begat Abram, 
Nahor, and Haran; the statement doubtless re¬ 
fers to the particular year in which Abraham wts 
bora. According to xi. 82, Terah died at the age 
of two hundred and five years. But Abraham 
was only seventy-five years old when he departed 
from Charran, xii. 4. Therefore, Terah must 
have lived sixty years in Charran, after Abra¬ 
ham’s departure [70-j-75==206—60]. Besides, 
the expression; “from thy father’s house” 

(?pK rrap) seems to imply that Terah 

was still alive, when Abraham received that com¬ 
mand. Hence, Stephen here follows a chronolo¬ 
gical tradition which seems, indeed, at first view, 
to be supported by Gen. xi. 82 compared with 
xii. 1 ff., but which, on a closer inspection, is 
found to be erroneous. This fact ought to be ad¬ 
mitted without hesitation, for all the attempt^ 
that have been made to reconcile these conflicting 
statements, have been failures, and are, more¬ 
over, unnecessary. Nothing could be more truly 
a product of the imagination, than the theory (of 
Bengel and others) that Abraham had indeed 
proceeded to Canaan during the life of his father, 
but still retained his home in Charran, and had, 
only after the decease of Terah, sundered all his 
early ties, and established himself “essentially” 
in Canaan. [This interpretation is inconsistent 
with the meaning and construction of fiery*. air r. 

in ver. 4. (de Wette, and Alford.)—T b.]. 
There is as little foundation for the interpreta¬ 
tion of others (Lugkr: Zweck d. Reded. St., 1888;' 
018.; Stier) that Stephen intended to say that 
Abfaham had left Charran after the spiritual 
death of Terah, t. e., after the latter had become 
an idolater. For how can hiro&aveiv admit of 
such an interpretation, when unattended by a 
single term that would indicate it, and when, be¬ 
sides, nothing whatever is found in the context, 
which suggests suoh a meaning of the verb? Nor 
can it be proved that this was the usual interpre¬ 
tation in the age of the apostles; it is, at least, an 
error that Philo countenances it It was, first of 
all, proposed in the Talmud, and even there oc¬ 
curs merely as an expedient for evading the chro¬ 
nological difficulty.—Baumgarten thinks (I. 181 
ff.) that the language used in ver. 4, simply means 
that now, when Jehovah is entering into new re¬ 
lations with mankind, Abraham should be viewed, 
at such an important epoch, not as in any man¬ 
ner related to Terah, but as one who whs con¬ 
nected with him by no ties whatever. But if 
Stephen had intended to convey such a thought, 
he would have necessarily employed an entirely 
different form of expression. [Other solutions of 
this exegetical problem are not noticed by the au¬ 
thor, probably because they carry their own re¬ 
futation with them, e. g. t that Abraham was To¬ 
rah’s youngest son, sixty years younger than Ha¬ 
ran, or, that the chronology of the Samaritan* 
text should be adopted, etc.—T b.].—I s it neces¬ 
sary to have recourse to so many devices? Why 
should we not concede that Stephen, like his con¬ 
temporaries, adopted an opinion which the text 
of the sacred narrative seems, at first view, to 
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suggest, but 'which a closer investigation has 
shown to be erroneous? Even if he made an in¬ 
accurate statement with regard to a question in 
chronology, such an incident derogates neither 
from the wisdom nor from the fulness of the Spi¬ 
rit by which he spake (ch. vi. 10). 

Ybb. 6 . And he gave him none inheri¬ 
tance in it; tcAqpovofua is property obtained by 
inheritance, and capable of being transmitted to 
heirs.—This statement is by no means contra¬ 
dicted by the fact that Abraham purchased of 
Ephron a field with a cave (Gen. ch. xxiii.); it 
is precisely the circumstance that he was com¬ 
pelled to purchase the field, which establishes the 
Act that he owned no land as yet bestowed on 
him by God. (Bengel). The explanation that 
Stephen refers to the earliest period of Abraham’s 
residence in Palestine, and that the purchase oc¬ 
curred at a later time, namely, after the institu¬ 
tion of circumcision, ver. 8 (Meyer), is not satis¬ 
factory; these two periods, an ea*ly and a later, 
are obtruded on the text, which not only lays no 
stress on such a distinction, but does not even al¬ 
lude to it—Stephen speaks emphatically of the 
fact that the divine promise in reference to the land, 
was given to Abraham before a child was born 
unto him, for the purpose of reminding his hear¬ 
ers that both the possession of the inheritance, 
and also the birth of an heir, depended entirely 
on God,—the inheritance and the son were both 
the free gifts of his grace. 

Ver. 6, 7. And God spake on this wise. 
—Stephen quotes the prophecy in Gen. xv. 13, in 
the language of the Alexandrian version in gene¬ 
ral, although certain variations from it are dis¬ 
coverable. He repeats, for instance, the original 
words in the indirect form of speech, and it is 
only in ver. 7, that he passes from the narrative 
to the direct form, which he indicates by the 
words: ehrev 6 Grdf. And, at the close of ver. 
7, he. combines Exod. iii. 12 with Gen. xv. 18; 
the former passage contains a promise given to 
Moses in Horeb, and refers to the worship which 
wonld soon be offered in the vicinity of that moun¬ 
tain. This promise is interwoven with the one 
given to Abraham, which referred to the worship 
of Israel at a future period in Canaan, the land 
of their inheritance. We may undoubtedly find 
an “inaccurate” (deWette) reference here, if we 
adhere very scrupulously to the literal meaning. 
Bat can we take it amiss, if Stephen, instead of anx¬ 
iously dwelling on the mere letter, or on minute 
details, rather surveys with profound judgment 
the whole wide extent of the divine economy— 
and if he then combines a promise given to Abra¬ 
ham with one addressed to Moses, and, in the 
case of the latter, even looks beyond to a still 
later day? He does not intend to quote the iden¬ 
tical words to which he refers, but, rather, to 
connect and apply them.—We may form the same 
judgment respecting the period of four hundred 
years which Stephen assigns (ver. 6) to the bon¬ 
dage in Egypt The whole duration of that bon¬ 
dage, four hundred and thirty years, is, without 
doubt, stated with chronological exactness in 
Exod. xiL 40, while Stephen avails himself of a 
privilege which cannot be reasonably denied 
to him, and merely mentions a round number. 
rEor an explanation of the apparent discrepancy 
Between this passage and Gal. iii 17, see 0. 


Schmoller, ad loc., in a succeeding volume of this 
commentary.—T b.].—T he connection shows that 
Kptvo in ver. 7 refers to the well-deserved penal 
judgment which God would subsequently execute 
in the case of the tyrants who oppressed his 
people. 

Ver. 8. And he gave him the oovenant 
of cironmcision. — The covenant which God 
made with Abraham is termed a Sta^tcq rffc ne- 
piTopjfcj as circumcision was not only the “token” 

[sign] of this covenant filN , Gen. xvii. 

11), hut was also itself an essential constituent 
part of this covenant: (" " " VT*)3 JlKt 
•ddV Vion , Gen. xvii. 10).—The 

TT T V T 

phraseology in this verse: Idotcev abry 6ia&. 
TrtpiT., gave instead of made the covenant with 
Abraham, seems to be designedly chosen, in or¬ 
der to indicate that the establishment of the cove¬ 
nant was a voluntary act of God, and, indeed, a 
gracious gift , and that, when He reveals himself, 
he is by no meanB subject to limitations or con¬ 
ditions imposed by men:— obru$ y and thus , 
<*. «., in accordance with the terms of the covenant, 
Ood gave a son to Abraham, and Abraham, on his 
part, circumcised that son.—T r.] 

Ver. 9-13. And the patriarchs, moved 
with envy, sold Joseph. —This is the first oc¬ 
casion on which, in this general view of sacred 
history, sin is mentioned, the reference being to 
the envy with which Jacob’s sons regarded their 
brother Joseph. Jealousy and envy influenced 
them to give him away ( ankdovro ), t. e. t they did 
all that lay in their power, to remove him for 
ever from themselves and the whole family, and 
to degrade him. But although they cast him off, 
God was with him. He delivered him out of 
all his afflictions, and gave him favor and wisdom 
in the sight of Pharoah. The sense here is: he 
was very favorably received by Pharoah, whose 
confidence he acquired by his wise interpretation 
of certain dreams, and by the counsels which he 
imparted to that king. It accords better with 
the context to refer to the favor of the king 
than to the grace of God; the latter is already in¬ 
dicated in the words: Ijv 6 Gcdc ycT* airrov , and is 
illustrated in all the facts that are stated, in¬ 
cluding the royal favor which Joseph enjoyed. 
[Pharaoh was the common title of the ancient kings 
of Egypt, as Ptolemy (Greek, warrior) was ap¬ 
plied to thos€f of the Graco-Macedonian period. 
The latest authorities confirm the statement of 
Josephus (Antiq. viii. 6. 2), that the word is not a 
proper name but an appellative, signifying, in the 
anoient Egyptian, the king. (Herzoo : RealrEncyk. 
Vol. XI. p. 490V-TR.] 

Ver. 14, 15. Threescore and fifteen souls. 
—Stephen here follows the Septuagint version, in 
which seventy-five souls are reckoned, whereas 
the original Hebrew text mentions only the round 
number seventy; see Gen. xlvi. 27, and Exod. i. 
5; the latter includes Joseph and his two sons. 
The Sept, counts, in the former passage, not less 
than nine sons of Joseph. [Commentators gen¬ 
erally admit that the Septuagint text has been in¬ 
terpolated and is somewhat confhsed, but no one 
has furnished a perfectly satisfactory explanation 
of the principles adopted in the modes of compu- 
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tation, which would clearly furnish, as results, 
the respective numbers of seventy and seventy- 
five. “ Stephen, who adheres to the Septuagint, 
quoted the most current and familiar version, 
without alteration’ 1 (J. A. Alexander). Whether 
the number was seventy or seventy-five, “it was 
a mere handful compared with the (subsequent) 
increase.” (Hackett).—T b.] 

Veb. 16. And were oarrled over into Sy- 
chem.r-The words avrbf mi oi iraripec J/fiotv, in 
ver. 15, constitute the nominative to the verb 
pererbdyaav. Stephen says that the remains of 
Jacob/ and also of his sons, were carried to Sy- 
chem; his language has occasioned here, too, per¬ 
plexity with respect to several particulars. 1. 
We are told in Gen. 1. 18, that Joseph and his 
brethren buried the body of Jacob in the cave of 
the field near Hebron [“ Mamre; the same is He¬ 
bron ” Gen. xxiii. 19], whereas Stephen says that 
JacoD was buried in Sychem. 2. According to 
Josh. xxiv. 82, the Israelites, when they took pos¬ 
session of Canaan, buried the bones of Joseph, 
which they brought from Egypt, in Sheohem 
[Sychem]; but it is not stated either in this 
passage or elsewhere in the Old Testament, that 
the bones of Joseph’s brethren, whom the terms 
employed by Stephen include, were buried at 
the same place. 8. Stephen says that Abra¬ 
ham bought the piece of ground in Sychem, of 
the sons of Emmor [Greek form of the Hebrew 
If amor ]; irarpdc, and not tAov, [as in the Vulg. 
Jilri } is to be supplied before rov 2) vxip. [So J. 
A. Alexander also holds, appealing to Gen. xxxiii. 
19; xxxiv. 2, 4, 6, 8, 13, 18, 20, 24, 26.— Tb.]. 
Yet it was not Abraham, but Jacob, who bought 
this piece of ground of the former owners, Gen. 
xxxiii. 18,19. Consequently, Stephen confound¬ 
ed the latter with the spot near Hebron, which 
Abraham had bought. Every possible attempt 
has been made to explain these variations, from 
the period in whioh the oldest manuscripts wejtt 
written (one of which [E.] substitutes 6 irari)p 
fjficyv for ’A fipa&p, in order to evade the third va¬ 
riation mentioned above), down to the age of the 
Reformers, and thence, to the present day. 
[Kuinoel, in an extended note ad loc. discusses 
several of the solutions that have been attempted, 
without being attended with entire success. 
Hackett, who appears to adopt Calvin's very posi¬ 
tive opinion (Com. Tholuck’s ed. IV. 118) that, 
in the third aiscrepancy, the error lies in the 
name Abraham, proposes to omit it, or substitute 
Jacob; “Mparo without a subject,” he adds, 
“could be taken as impersonal: one purchased= 
was purchased”; he refers to Winib, : Gram. N. 
T. i 58, 9, where the grammatical principle is il¬ 
lustrated.— Tb.]. Interpreters have, without suc¬ 
cess, availed themselves of every resource which 
the laws of Criticism, or of Grammar, or the 
principles of Lexicology or of Hermeneutics 
seemed to offer. The thedry has been proposed 
that two burials are described in terms which 
were intentionally abbreviated, or that the passage 
before us speaks of two purchases. It is, how¬ 
ever, the most judicious course to admit frankly, 
that, with reference to the purchase of the 
ground and the burial of Jacob, it might easily 
occur that Stephen, whose discourse treated an 
entirely different and a loftier theme, should, in 
his rapid course, confound two analogous trans¬ 


actions. [Olsh. and Alford ooncur.] Astothi 
burial of Joseph’s brethren in Canaan, the Old 
Testament presents no conflicting statements, but 
merely observes Bilence; it is very probable that 
such a tradition, the existence of which at a later 
period can be proved, was already current in 
Stephen’s age, and adopted by him. [J. A. Alex¬ 
ander, who briefly refers to several modes of ex¬ 
plaining the apparent contradictions, without de¬ 
ciding whether “unusual constructions or textual 
corruptions ” should be admitted, closes with the 
following remark: “It is easy to cut the knot by 
assuming a mistake on Stephen’s part, bat not so 
easy to account for its being made by such a man, 
addressing such an audienoe, and then perpetu* 
a ted in such a history, without correction or ex¬ 
posure, for a course of ages.”—The reading in 
Cod. Sin., ver. 16, does not differ from that found 
in text. rec. —Tb.] 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL* 

1. God is & Gedf rsfr ver. 2. These words 
oontain a doctrinal statement which is of wide 
application, and whioh distinctly defines the po¬ 
sition assumed by the speaker. All that God is, 
in himself—all his acts—and all the modes in 
whioh he manifests himself, bear the impress of 
his glory, that is, of absolute greatness, power 
and majesty. His ways are perfectly free, ami 
entirely beyond the control of any creature. He 
can reveal himself wheresoever he will, and is 
not restricted to any spot in creation, to any 
country, city, or building (such as the temple). 
This view, when speculatively considered, seems 
to be very naturally suggested by our conception 
of God as the Infinite Spirit. But man is easily 
carried away from this truth by a certain centrifu¬ 
gal force, and begins to conceive of God as if 
he were, in a certain manner, bound to some finite 
object. It is, therefore, perpetually necessary, 
to lay stress on the conception of the absolute 
glory of God, in order to counteract those delusive 
limitations of Him who is infinite. 

2. Great prominence is given to Joseph's life in 
that view of Sacred History which Stephen pre¬ 
sents. The thought had doubtless occurred to 
him, with more or less distinctness, that Joseph 
was a type of Jesus himself. And, indeed, the 
number of the points of resemblance between 
Joseph and Jesus Christ, will be found to be sur¬ 
prisingly great, when we closely examine their 
personal history, their experience, and their 
works. Stephen directs attention specially to the 
fact, that, although Joseph’s brethren were hos¬ 
tile to him, and exposed him to ignominy, God 
was, nevertheless, with him, and exalted him. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vxb. 2. And he said. —“Be ready always to 
give an answer, etc.,” 1 Pet. iii. 16,16. — Breth¬ 
ren, and fathers.—He addresses them in kind 
and respectful terms, without either carnal seal 
or spiritual pride, although they by no means 
demonstrated that they regarded him either with 
fraternal or parental affection.— The God of 
glory, etc*—A servant of God should accustom 
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himself to justify the ways of Qod, rather than 
his own. (Queen.).— God, revealed of old a* a God 
of glory, m the government of hie own chosen people: 
He manifests, I. His unlimited power; 11. His 
free grace; III. His unerring wisdom. 

• Vir. 8. Get thee oat from thy country, 
and from thy kindred. —Self-denial is one of 
the primary constituents of faith in God. (Starke). 
—Every Christian must go forth with Abraham, 
renounce the friendship of the world, and all 
comfort derived from creatures, put all his trust 
in God, and love him alone, (id.) 

Tib. 4. Then came he out - - and from 
thence, etc.—The life of the believer is a con¬ 
tinued pilgrimage; each short sojourn is succeeded 
by another departure, until he enters the true 
Canaan. 

7m. 6. And he gave him none inherit¬ 
ance in it. —This world is not the inheritance 
of the children of God; they have not their por¬ 
tion in it, but are mere sojourners. (Quean.).— 
He, to whom God is all in all, is rich, even ii he 
does not own so much as a foot-breadth. (Starke). 
— Tet he promised that he would give, etc. 
—The inheritance of faith is in the unseen world; 
yea, the believer is already put in possession of 
it by the promise of God; Hebr. xi. 1. 

Veil 6. That his seed should sojourn, etc. 
—The divine promise was so expressed, as to 
prove a severe trial of Abraham’s faith; we must 
suffer with Christ, as well as be glorified together 
with.him; Rom. viii. 17. (Starke). 

Van. 7. And the nation - - I judge. —God 
ehooees his own time for humbling his people, 
but also his own time for judging the agents by 
whom they are humbled. When his rods are no 
longer serviceable, he casts them into the fire. 
In each case the decree proceeds from his justice; 
the whole history, alike of the world in general, 
and of the church in particular, furnishes illus¬ 
trations.— And serve me in this place. —The 
redeeming work of Christ imposes solemn obliga¬ 
tions on the redeemed to serve him; Lu. i. 74, 76. 
(3tarke). 

Ox ver. 2-8. Abraham, the father of all them 
that believe , a bright example for aU believing pil¬ 
grims of God. His history illustrates, I. The sac¬ 
rifices and trials of faith; II. The patience and 
obedience of faith; III. The reward and blessing 
of faith.— Abraham's pilgrimage: I. The difficul¬ 
ties encountered bv that pilgrim in his path; II. 
The good staff which supported him; III. The 
happy close of his pilgrimage. 

Vebl 9. And the patriarchs, moved with 


envy. —Godliness is always followed by the 
hatred and envy of the world, 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
“ A man’s foes shall be they of his own house¬ 
hold.” Matt. x. 82. Brothers are of one blood, 
but seldom of one mind. (Starke). 

Ver. 10. Gave him favor and wiedom. — 
It is only after grace, [ x & P lv > see the Exeget. 
note on ver. 9-18, above], and through grace, 
that true wisdom is given. (Apost. Past.). 

Ver. 11. Now there oame a dearth.— 
Where Jesus, the true Joseph, does not dwell, a 
famine of the true bread [Amos viii. 11] must 
necessarily prevail, since he alone is the bread of 
life, John vi. 48-61. (Quesn.).— And our fath¬ 
ers found no sustenanoe. —The famine was 
also felt by Abraham’s family. Godliness does 
not exempt men from feeling the effects of na¬ 
tional afflictions and other temporal calamities; 
but the issue of the trials of the godly is differ¬ 
ent from that of the plagues of the ungodly; Rom. 
viii. 28. (Apost. Past). 

Ver. 13. And at the second time Joseph 
was made known. —Joseph did not at once 
make himself known to his brethren, at the very 
first visit. We must learn to wait, if we desire 
to-experience the grace of God, Ps. cxxx. 6, 6. 
God often permits our distress to reach the high¬ 
est point, in order that he may reveal himself the 
more.gloriously, when he grants relief. (Starke). 
0 that the Jews, of whom so many did not know 
Jesus, their brother after the flesh, when he first 
appeared, would now, in these last times, learn 
to know him l (ib.). 

Ver. 16. Laid in the sepulchre that Abra¬ 
ham bought. —It is not a slight exhibition of 
divine grace, when the remains of an individual 
are deposited near those of the fathers, and at a 
place where the name of God is honored, and the 
visible church exists. (Starke). 

On ver. 9-16. Joseph, a type of Jesus: I. In 
his state of humiliation; eaoh, beloved of his 
father, but mocked and hated by his brethren; 
each, conscious, in the earliest years, of his future 
eminence, but conducted through sufferings to 
honor; eaoh, hated by his kindred, sold into the 
hands of Binners, falsely accused, unjustly con¬ 
demned. II. In his state of exaltation; Jesus, 
like Joseph, crowned with honor, after shame 
and sufferings; appointed as the ruler and deliv¬ 
erer of a famishing people; recognized with ter¬ 
ror by those who had formerly rejected and per¬ 
secuted him; showing grace and mercy to those 
who had done evil unto him. 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


{IL The second pari of the discourse, embracing the age of Moses . 
Chapter VIL 17-48. . 


A .-—Israel nr Egypt; early history op Moses. 

Chapter VIL 17-29. 

17 But when [as] the time of the promise drew nigh, which God had sworn 1 [de- 

18 dared] to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, ♦Till another king* 

19 arose, which [who] knew not [anything of] Joseph. *The same [This (one)] dealt 
subtilely with our kindred [race], and evil entreated our fathers; so that they cast out 

20 their young children, to the end [that] they might not live [remain alive]. *In which 
time Moses was born, and was exceeding fair 8 [a fair child'before God;], and [he ,*c, 

21 was] nourished up in his father's house three months: *And [But] when he was [had 
been] cast out 4 , Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, and nourished him [brought him 

22 up] for her own son. *And Moses was learned [instructed] in all* the wisdom of the 

23 Egyptians, and was mighty in [his] words and in deeds [and deeds] 6 . ♦And when he 
was full forty years old [But when a period of forty years was completed for him], it 
came into his heart to visit [look after] his brethren the children [sons] of Israel. 

24 *And seeing one of them suffer wrong, ne defended him , and avenged him that was 

25 oppressed, and smote [by smiting] the Egyptian: ♦For 7 [But] he supposed his breth¬ 
ren would have understood [would perceive] how that God by his hand would deliver 

26 them [was giving them deliverance]; but they understood [it] not. * And the next 
day he shewed himself [appeared] unto them as they strove, and would have set them 
at one again 8 [and urged them unto peace], saying, Sirs, [Men], ye are brethren; why 

27 do ye wrong one to another ? *But he that did his neighbour wrong thrust him away, 

28 saying, Who [hath] made thee a ruler and a judge over us?® ♦Wilt thou kill me, as 

29 thou didst [kill, avel^ec] the Egyptian yesterday? ♦Then fled Moses at this saying, 
and was [became] a stranger in the land of Madian [Midian], where he begat two 
sons. 

1 Ver 17. The manuscripts A. B. C. [and Cod Sin.] read w^oAdyipw, and also the Vnlgate: confettut crat, which Larb- 
mann and Tiachendorf [and Alford] adopt; the reading cmfyyctAaro supported by only a tingle one of the more import¬ 
ant MSS.; and itpootv [of text. rec.J in D. E. is, without doubt, a later correction. [Tisch. says that iwnyy. is found in D. 
B., and utpooev in H., and Alf. repeats this statement; Lochler appears to hare transposed these two readings in the pre- 
■ont note.—T rJ 

* Ver. 18. The reading in* Alyunrov after «r*poc, is found, it is true, in A. B. C., and some minuscule mss. [and in Cod. 

Sin. Syr. Vulg., etc.]; it is however more probable that it was inserted as an explanation, than that it should, by an over¬ 
sight, have been omitted in D. E. H. [Inserted by Lach.^but omitted in text, rtc n and by Tiach. and Alf M as an addition 
from the Sept. Bxod. i. 8; with the latter, Meyor and do Wette concur.—T r.1 • 

8 Ver. 20. [The marg. of the Engl. ver. furnishes fair to God as a more literal translation than exceeding fair. See the 
note below.—T r.] 

4 Ver. 21. The reading adopted by Lachm. tKredivrot to avrov from A. B. 0. D. [and Cod. Sin.] was probably Introduced 
by a later baud, [as also Meyer and de Wette think], for the reason that avrov after avsiAaro did not seem to suit the pre¬ 
ceding accusative l«r«0. S. avr6v. [The acc. of text, ree ., as in E. H., is adopted by Alf.; TisclL, as in note 8 below, varies 
in different editions from himself.— tr.] 

8 Ver. 22. a.—The reading best supported by the authorities is: iv warn otxftiq, A. C. E. [Cod. Sin.], whereas the omis¬ 
sion of the preposition [as In text, rec.j is supported only by D. and H.; [Loch, follows the latter]; the genitive 
aexftiae In B, is totally inadmissible, on grammatical grounds, and the accusative w. r. owfUav is found only in a single MS&. 
[D.—Tisch. and Alf. read iv w. aojnq .— Tr.] 

•Ver.22. b.—The reading K6y ots *«u ipyo tv avrov, i. e~, without iv ipy and with avrov added, is fhliy sustained. [The 
text. ree. inserts iv before Ipy. from E. and some versions; the prep, is omitted in A. B. 0. D. H. The text. ree. also omits 
avrov with H., while the pronoun is found in A. B. C. D. E. The later editors unite in the reading Iv A. jc. Ip. ov., which 
is also that of Cod. Sin.— Tr.] 

T Ver. 25.—[The margin offers Now in place of For; the original is the common to. Hackett and Owen prefer Ar. 
—Tr.1 

• Ver. 26.—owmjAaow [of text. ree. (rweAavv»)] is obviously a more difficult reading than ovvqXXaaxrtv ; It 1 b true that 
the latter Is sustained by B. C. D.Tand Cod. Sin.]; but the former is undoubtedly the original reading, and is testified to 
be such by A. E. H. [The latter in Vulg. reconciliabat , and adopted by Lachm.] Tischendorf [who had previously pre¬ 
ferred the latter] has reoently adopted <rvv^Aa<rcv [and in this decision Alford, Meyer, and de Wette concur with him. 
—Tr.1 

•Ver. 27.—The genitive i<f>' f)pQ>v is sustained by a greater number of authorities [A. B. C., etc.] than the acc. ty np.it 
[D. E., etc. Alford regards the gen. aa a correction from the Sept Exod. li. 14, ana adopts the acc. of text re&, while 
Loch, and Tiach. prefer the gen.—The reading of Cod. Sin. is ty’ ypas- —Tr.] 
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SXEQETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Yer. 17. But when the time - - - drew 
nigh - - - the people grew. —The word 
utifug is to be taken in its literal sense, not as 
equivalent to quum, but to even as; the rapid in¬ 
crease of the people corresponded to the rapid 
approach of the time. The hrayyeTua of God is 
the one recorded in Gen. xv. 18, 14, and to it 
Stephen refers in ver. 6, 7. 

Yer. 18. Till another king arose ; these 
words are qnoted from Exod. i. 18; is 

here rendered irepog, which, as contradistin¬ 
guished from AAXoc, designates that which is'of 
another kind, and refers to a new dynasty. The 
words ovk ydei rbv ’luaitf, like the original He¬ 
brew, mean, not that the king did not wish to 
know Joseph, or, that he showed no regard for 
Joseph and for the great services rendered to 
Egypt by him, but, literally, that he was totally 
unacquainted with his history. When we con¬ 
sider that a period of four centuries had since 
passed by, and that a new dynasty, which pro¬ 
bably came from another part of the country, had 
been introduced, this actual want of information 
may be easily comprehended. 

Yer. 19. Til© same dealt subtilely.—Ka- 
TaooQUracr&ai is the version in the Sept. Exod. i. 

10, of D3nnn«—Meyer considers the phrase: 

rov Toalv Mera rd fiptfr?, as distinctly involving 
the construction of the infinitive of the purpose , so 
that the sense would be: he oppressed them, in 
order that by such a course he might compel 
them to expose their children. This is an erro¬ 
neous interpretation; it is not absolutely de¬ 
manded by the laws of grammar, and does not 
accord with the context. For this kokovv , that 
is, the imposition of heavy burdens, or the harsh 
treatment, was not, and could not be intended , to 
result in the exposure of the children. The in¬ 
finitive with rot), which, originally, expressed a 
purpose, was employed, (when the Greek language 
began to decline), by the Hellenists especially, as 
well as in the Septuagint and the New Testament 
(Panl and Luke), with increasing frequency, and 
then the indication of tbepurpose was often changed 
into that of the mere result (see Winer’s Grammar) 
pi. T. { 44. 4, p. 292 of the 6th Germ, ed., where 
the same interpretation of this passage is found. 
—“'Etfdrrov irouiv , i. q. t EKTcdkvaiy to expose in¬ 
fants, Acts vii. 19.” Robinson: Lex . iroUu . 1 f. 
—Tr.]. Hence the language before us simply 
means: he ill-treated them, so that, among other 
things, he caused their new-born children to be 
exposed. The fact to which allusion is here 
made, is stated in Exod. i. 22: Pharaoh gave a 
general command to the Egyptians to cast the 
new-born sons of the Israelites into the Nile. 
The Septuagint employs in Exod. i. 17 the verb 

faoyoveiv, as the version of [Piel], to pre¬ 

serve alive , to let live [Robinson’s Gesenius: Hebr. 
Lex. ad verb. 2. 2], and it occurs in that sense 
here. 

Vie. 20. Exoeedlng fair [see version above.] 
—It is simply said of the mother of Moses in 


Eiod.ii. 2: ron ink jrjrn. st*. 

phen’s description is: harelog 0e<p, that is, fair 
before God, or, according to God’s judgment, so 
that God himself deemed him to be such; the ex¬ 
pression is, by no means, intended to be a mere 
substitute for the superlative. [So, too, Winer: 
Gram. N. T. f { 86. 3. “The phrase is intensive, 
rather than an equivalent for the superlative: 
comp. Jon. iii. 8.” See also ib. § 31. 4.—“ Fair 
unto God , God being judge, t. e., intens. exceed¬ 
ingly fair.” Robins. Lex. ad verb .— Tr.]. It may 
be added that this expression is very moderate, 
when compared with the traditionary accounts 
of the beauty of Moses in his childhood: Philo 
speaks of it [fripiv bl<pyvev aareioripav fj turf \6i&npf 9 
devil. Mos. 1. 604. (de Wette).— Tr.], and Josephus 
{AnHq. ii. 9. 6) furnishes still fuller details. 
He relates that Moses was [as his protectress, 
Thermuthi8 said] in form like the gods (irdlda 
poppy i $euv) t and adds that when he was carried 
out into the street, the spectators neglected their 
own affairs, and gazed on the child with wonder 
and admiration, etc. 

Ybr. 21. Pharaoh’s daughter took him 

up.— ’A velTiaro is equivalent, not to tollere mfan- 
fem (de Wette), in which sense it never occurs, 

but simply to nD|3fl1 in Exod. ii. 6, that is, 

look him up. The conception that she adopted 
him as a son, is suggested only by the succeeding 
words: lavry eig vibv, although even these, in 
the literal import, simply inform us that Bhe 
brought him up for herself (not for his own pa¬ 
rents), «. e.y that he should be her son.* [The 
Sept, reads, Exod. ii. 6: avtDuaro airrfjv. “A vetpio. 

— HdS > ca P*°> accipio. Exod. ii. 6 .— tollebat il- 

lam, sc. arcam Mv Schleusner: Lex. in 

LXX.— Tr.] 

Yer. 22. And Moses was learned in all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians. —No mention 
is made of this circumstance either in the Penta¬ 
teuch, or elsewhere in the Old Testament. It is 
not, however, in any degree, improbable that 
Moses, who had gained a maternal patroness in 
the king’s daughter, should have readily found 
an avenue to all that intellectual culture which was 
known and valued in Egypt, and which, as other 
historical records testify, was connected chiefly 
with mathematics, natural philosophy, and medi¬ 
cine. • Philo’s statement [De vita Mos.) is of quite a 
different character; he relates that Moses was 
educated not only by Egyptian, but also by Greek, 
Assyrian, and Chaldean teachers.—The terms: 
dwarbg b X6yoig tcaX kpyotg abrov , forcibly remind 
us of the language in Luke xxiv. 19, where it is 
remarked- of Jesus that he was dwarbg b ipytp 
koX Myy. These Ipya of Moses can, in no case, 
have been miracles, (none of which are said in 
the Scriptures to have been wrought by him 
during this earlier period of his life), but only 
designate the vigor and the energy of character 
which his general deportment revealed. The 
expression dwarbg b 7u6yot$y by no means contra¬ 
dicts, on the other hand, the language which Mo¬ 
ses employs, in Exod. iv. 10, in reference to him¬ 
self, as some writers have supposed. He there re¬ 
marks that he was not , but ra- 

• t : • ’ 
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THE ACTS OP THE APOSTLES. 


ther f'lB'S ns?! n§ "03 


These words 


do not mean, as the Septuagint and the Targum 
of Jonathan interpret them, that Moses was a 
stammerer, but only that he was not skilful and 
fluent in discourse. And, indeed, it often occurs 
that men who possess great strength of character 
and much intellectual vigor, are deficient in fa¬ 
cility of expression, and, nevertheless, exercise 
vast influence (dvvarbg b %6yoi$). 

Ver. 23, 24. And when he was fall forty 
years old. —Stephen directs the attention of 
his hearers, in this verse and in ver. 30 and 36, 
to the circumstance that the whole lifetime of 
Moses embraced three periods, each consisting 
of forty years. Although this symmetrical com¬ 
putation may be generally adopted, it is by no 
means positively established by any statements 
found in the Pentateuch. The records there 
mention only two numbers: one hundred and 
twenty, as the whole age of Moses, Deut. xxxiv. 
7, and forty years, as the period during which 
he accompanied the people of Israel in the wil¬ 
derness; the latter number is stated both inci¬ 
dentally, that is, refers more to the people, Exod. 
xvi. 35; Numb. xiv. 83, 84; and xxxiii. 38, and 
also occurs with a direct reference to Moses; he 
was, namely, eighty years old when he presented 
himself before Pharaoh, Exod. vii. 7. But no pre¬ 
cise statement is elsewhere found, either of the 
length of the time spent by him in his native coun¬ 
try before his flight, or of that of the period of his 
residence in the wilderness, before he was called 
at Horeb, Exod. iii. 1. The exact determination of 
these periods, and the equable distribution of the 
years of Moses (“ifo*w vita ter XL. anni. ” Ben- 
gel), are derived solely from tradition; it is in 
this instance that the earliest appearance of such 
a tradition, in a fully developed form, is noticed, 
although subsequently quite current among the 
Kabbins.—The phrase: avifiri elg rfy Kapdiav , 
used impersonally, is unequivocally Hebraistic; 

nS-Sy rhy ; u proceeds from the concep¬ 


tion of a higher and a lower region in the 
psychical life of man. A thought may repose in 
the depths of the soul—it is latent; it ascends, 
manifests itself, and enters into the region of dis¬ 
tinct and conscious life, uniting with man’s sen¬ 
timents and impulses; it is then fully adopted 
by his consciousness, and impels him to inde¬ 
pendent, personal action.—The fact is stated in 
quite a plain and objective manner, in Exod. ii. 
11, that Moses went out to his brethren, and 
looked on their burdens. Stephen, on the other 
hand, describes the incident subjectively, that is, 
in such a manner as to give prominence to the 
.-sympathy and love from which his resolution 
proceeded: “It came into his heart to visit Aw 
. brethren .” 


Ver. 25. For he supposed his brethren 
would have understood. —This is an obser¬ 
vation made by the speaker on the causes and 
connection of the incidents, and is not found in 
the original Hebrew narrative. Stephen views 
the acts of Moses, who defended a single Israel¬ 
ite, and slew a single Egyptian, as involving in 
itself an intimation and a promise respecting the 
deliverance of the whole people from Egyptian 


bondage, which God designed to effect through 
Moses. This design the people should have per¬ 
ceived; but they did not understand it. Stephen, 
however, seems to imply (when he says ov 
(TwrjKav), not so much that the people were del- 
cieut in intelligence or understanding, as that 
they, rather, had not the will —that their faith in 
God was weak (3 Oeop— did. our.) —and that they 
were not inspired by confidence and hope. [“Ste¬ 
phen makes the remark evidently for the purpose 
of reminding the Jews of their own similar 
blindness in regard to the mission of Christ; 
comp. ver. 85.” (Hackett.)— Tr.] 

Ver. 26-29. And the next day he shewed 
himself unto them.— Here, too, Stephen de¬ 
scribes historical events with the life and vigor 
which are peculiar to him. The very term fydij 
is striking; it almost seems to imply that a theo- 
phany had occurred. It is, no doubt, intended 
to convey the thought that Moses had appeared 
to his own people as a messenger of God, not 
merely as Bengel supposes, ultro , ex improvm % 
but actually as one who came from a higher 
world with a divine commission.—The terms: 
owi/kaoev avrovg elg eiqijvTiv, describe the energetic 
importunity, the vis Lenitatis, .as Bengel says, of 
Moses in his efforts to maintain harmony and 
peace among his countrymen. [Literally, “he 
drove them together into peace” (J. A. Alex.).— 
Tr.]. The propriety of substituting cm^AA/woev, 
cannot be established, nor is avpfjkaaev itself cor¬ 
rectly interpreted, when taken in the sense: he 
attempted to restore peace. Moses, on his part, 
drove the contending parties together, unto peace; 
the fact is stated only afterwards, in ver. 27, 28, 
that one of them resisted, and thrust the media¬ 
tor from himself.—The terms in which Moses 
addresses them, are also rendered with consid¬ 
erable freedom. He says, in brief and direct 

words, in Exod. ii. 13: tJJT! fOfi fTEpS ; but 

in Stephen’s narrative, Moses appeals alike to 
both parties, reminding them, above all, that they 
are brethren, and should deal with each other in 
a fraternal spirit. 

Ver. 29. And was a stranger. —The Ara¬ 
bian geographers of the middle ages mention a 
city of the name of Madian, which lay east of 
the Elanitic Gulf; the land of Madian appears 
to have been a tract of country which extended 
from the northern shore of the Arabian Gulf 
and Arabia Felix to the region of Moab. But 
the MidianiteB with whom Jethro was connected, 
were, perhaps, a nomad detachment of the peo¬ 
ple, which wandered in the Arabian Desert See 
Winer: Realw. [art. Midianiter] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. It is not expressly stated in this apologetic 
address, but it is implied by its whole tenor, as 
well as by its special design, that Motes is to be 
viewed as a type of Jesus Christ. The slander¬ 
ers and accusers of Stephen had charged him 
with the twofold crime of having blasphemed 
Moses, and of having spoken contemptuously of 
thq Mosaic law. In his reply, he speaks with 
copiousness of Moses, but, nevertheless, describes 
him, not as a legislator, but as the divinely ap- 


Digitized by tjOOQle 




CHAP. VII. 30-34. 


121 


pointed deliverer and head of the people, to 
whose confidence and obedience he was entitled. 
His glance now lingers on the wonderful guidance 
of Moses, and on the mode in which he was fitted 
for his calling, wherein so much occurs that no 
human wisdom could have anticipated; he dwells, 
too, on the treatment which Moses received from 
men, especially from his own people. They did 
not understand that God designed to grant them 
deliverance through Moses, for they would not 
indersiand it; they did not, in a moral point of 
view, submit to God, neither did they devoutly 
weteh the course of his Providence.—Even the 
perfect adaptation of Jesus to be a Redeemer, 
does not produce faith in him and obedience, 
when the heart is unwilling to submit to the 
ways of God, and to give heed to his sovereign 
Appointment of a way of salvation. 


2. Even as the Israelite to whom Moses ap¬ 
pealed, retorted: “Who made thee a ruler and a 
judge over us?”, so, too, the Sanhedrists asked 
Jesus: “Who gave thee this authority?” Mt. 
xxi. 23, comp. Lu. xx. 2. The divine authoriza¬ 
tion is doubted, when visible and tangible human 
credentials are not presented. The truth iB, 
that men unconsciously conceive of God as if he 
were controlled in his acts by human forms and 
limitations, and they deny his absolute authority 
and sovereign power (6 rfjq ddgrjg, ver. 2). 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 
See below, (ver. 35-43.) 


B.—THR CALLING 07 lfOSM. 

Chapter Vll. 30-34. 

30 And when forty years were expired [fulfilled], there appeared to him in the wilder¬ 
ness of mount Sina [Sinai] an angel 1 of the Lord [ om . of the L.] in a flame of fire * 

31 in [of] a bush. *[But] When Moses saw it, he wondered 8 at the sight: and as [but 
as] he drew near to behold it, the [a] voice of the Lord came unto him 4 [om. unto 

32 him], *Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham 6 , and the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob [of Abr., and of Is. and of Jacob]. Then [But] Moses 

33 trembled, and durst [ventured] not [to] behold. *Then said the Lord [But the Lord 
said] to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet: for the place where* thou standest is 

34 holy ground. *1 have seen, I have seen [34. I have indeed seen] the affliction [ill 
treatment] of my people which is in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning [sighing], 
and am come down to deliver them. And now come, I will [om. will] send 7 thee into 
[to] Egypt. 

1 Ver. 30. a. External evidence of a decisive character cannot be produced either for the reading ayyfAov, or for dyytAo* 
opiov : the former is supported by A- B. C., the latter by D. E. H.; the ancient versions [Vulg. angelus ] also vary con¬ 
siderably. The point must,*consequently, be decided by internal evidence. Now, if Kvpiov wero the original reading, it 
voald scarcely have been omitted; it conld for more easily have been subsequently added, particularly as the original 

Hebrew in Exod. iil. 2 is ny? tin 1 ?© , and the Sept, also reads ayy. xvptov. Hence Lach. and Tisch. [and Aif.] 

hive very properly cancelled rvptov. [Cod. 8in. omits xvp. after ayy. —Tr.] 

* Ver. 2. b. Tlschendorf reads wvpt 4>koy6s [with A. C. E.] instead of 4>koy\ wp6 « [of text, rec., which is adopted by Lach. 
•ad Alt with B (eail;. D. H. and also Cod. 8in.J; both readings are likewise furnished by the MSS. of the Sept, in Exod.iii. 
3, with nearly the same weight of authority for each reading. [The current printed text of the Sept., in accordance with 
B. reads wvp* <M-; but A. and ed. Aid. (1518), and Complut. Pol. (1517 If.) exhibit <£A. wvp. (Landschreiber’s Add. to Stier 
and Th.’s Pol. Bib.) —Tr.1. $A. y. is the easier reading, and, therefore, liable to suspicion. 

•Ver. 31. a. ’Edovjio£cr in D. E. H. [and Cod. Sin.] and many small mse. is preferable to the aorist e$avna<rtv [of text. 
Me.] which is found in A. B. (e sil). C. The imperfect is quite appropriate in this connection [and is adopted by Tisch. and 
All while Lach. prefers the aorist.—T r.] 

4 Ver. 31. b. It is true that in a number of MSS. [C. Vulg., etc.] icvpiov is followed by trpbv avr6v ; but as these two 
words are wanting in A. B. [SyrJ and several Oriental manuscripts, they must be regarded as a gloss. [The words npbt 
•irrm are omitted in Cod. Sin.—T r.] 

•Ver. 32. The toiler reading: b 0c hr *A/9p. xai 6 0efc ’I<r. x. & 0. ’lax. in D. E. H. [and Vulg.] is more elaborate than A 
ftefe ’AAp. xoi ’Iw. x. ’lax M found in A. B. C. [and Cod. Sin.] and preferred by Lach. ana Tisch. [and Alf.; but Meyer con- 
riders it a later adaptation to ch. ill. 18 above.—T r.1 

•Ver. 83. ’E$’ £ is far more strongly supported [by A. B. 0. Cod. Sin.] than iv $, which is found only in B. £U and 
Appears to have been borrowed from the text of the Sept.; the former has, accordingly, been preferred by Lach., Tisch., 
tnd Meyer [and AIL]. 

T Ver. 34. The toture, iwtxrrcAw, of the text. rec. is supported by only one important M88., namelv, H., while A. B. 0. 
D. have the present, oyoyt&Am, and E* also, which reads oyootiAAw (where the e was omitted only by a lapsus pmnm), advo¬ 
cates the present tense, which the latest critics have unanimously adopted. [Alf. retains the apparently undisputed 
nadfng of the Sept, in Exod. iii. 10, i. e. awoorciAw, the subjunctive aorist (de Wotte; see Wixir : Gr. W. T. £41. 4). Both 
Tisch. (ed. 1840) and Lach. adopt the same reading, (aor. subj. and not pres, or tot. indie.), referring to A. B. C. D. E., as 
the aathoritiesJ—Ood. Sin. exhibits the form avtxrrcAw, which also represents dvooTeiAwT r.] 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



122 


THE ACTS OP THE APOSTLES. 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 80. a. And when forty years were 
expired. —See the Exbo. note on ver. 24 above. 
— The wilderness of Mount Sina [Sinai], that is, 
the DeBert of Arabia, or the Sinaitio peninsula, is 
designated by Stephen as the region in which the 
call was given to Moses. It is not here expressly 
stated, but rather assumed as a well-known fact, 
that the angel appeared in the immediate vicinity 
of mount Horeb [Ex.iii. 1] ; it was, at least, that 
event which gave the name of the mount , Sinai, 
to the wilderness itself. That name alone occurs 
in the New Testament, while, in the Old Testa¬ 
ment it is used interchangeably with that of Ho¬ 
reb, with the following qualification:—when the 
narrative refers to the circumstances connected 
with the giving of the law, and to the sojourning 
of the Israelites near that mount, the latter re¬ 
ceives, with a single exception [Ex. xxxiii. 6], 
the name of Sinai alone; but previously to the 
arrival of the people at that spot, and after their 
departure from it, the mountain receives the 
name of Horeb exclusively. This circumstance 
has led Robinson (Bill. Res. I. 120. ed. 1856) to 
infer very justly that Horeb was the general name 
of the whole group of mountains, and that Sinai 
was the name applied to that particular mount 
on which the law was given. 

b. An angel.—If the correct reading be ay- 
yeXoc without icvpiov , (and such appears to be the 
case), the specific conception connected with 

(Yin* /D i®, unquestionably, no longer 

suggested by it Besides, that cbnception would 
not be unmistakably expressed even in the read¬ 
ing: hyyetos icvpiov, since, as in the Sept, the word 
angel is not preceded by the article in Exod. iii. 2. 
[The question to which the author alludes, is the 
following: ‘Was this “angel of Jehovah,” (also 
called the angel of the covenant) a visible manifes¬ 
tation of God himself, and, specially, of the Lo¬ 
gos, as a foreshadowing of his future incarnation, 
or was this angel a created being, one of the 
heavenly hosts?’ The former view is that of 
many church fathers, and the earlier Protestant 
theologians. It has, in recent times, been adopted 
by Hengstenberg, Delitzsch (formerly), Nitxsch, 
Keii, Hasvernick, Ebrard, J. P. Lange, Stier, 
Auberlen, Thomasius, and Kurtz, (formerly). 
Alford, in a note on this passage, unequivocally 
adheres to it. The latter view was held by Au¬ 
gustine, Jerome, and, at a later period, by the 
Sooinians, Arminians and Rationalists. But it 
has also been advocated by Hofmann ( Weiss, u. 
Erf), Baumgarten, Tholuck ( Com. on John , 6th 
ed.), Delitisch (more recently), Kurtz (in the 
second ed. of Hist, of the Old Cov. { 60) and, ap¬ 
parently, by the author, as the tone of the re¬ 
marks just made here, and also below (Doctr. 
and Eth. No. 1.1 seems to indicate. — Tr.]. — The 
reading: nvpl <pA. /?. represents the flaming fire 
of the bush as the most striking feature of the 
scene, while the other reading, <pwyl icvp. ($. 
directs attention rather to the fiery flame; they 
do not, however, essentially differ in sense. The 
bush which flames without being consumed by 
the fire, and in which the angel of Jehovah is 
present, is the plaoe in which God is revealed. 


The flaming fire, which did not consume the bush, 
was not natural fire, but a supernatural light, 
corresponding to the 66l-a of God when He mani¬ 
fests Himself. 

Ver. 81-88. a. Moses - - - - wondered.— 
Stephen does not, in a slavish manner, merely 
recite the terms employed in the Mosaic narrative, 
but repeats the substance of the latter with freedom 
and animation. Thus when he introduces the word 
kdalpa^ev, the imperfect tense (which is the better 
reading), oonveys the following thought, [Wnrut: 
Oram. { 40. 8]:—When Moses first beheld that ap¬ 
pearance, he gazed with wonder for a time, be¬ 
fore he determined to approach nearer, in order 
to observe (tcaravogoat) the whole more accurately. 

b. The voice of the Lord omme unto him. 
—The word spoken by the angel, as the messen¬ 
ger of God, not in his own name, but in that of 
God, was, in truth, the word of Ood, and his 
voice was the voice of God. Here, again, Ste¬ 
phen departs from the text of the Old Testament: 
according to the latter, the command that Moses 
should put off his sandals because the place was 
holy, Exod. iii 6, preceded God’s manifesta¬ 
tion of himself as the God of the patriarchs, 
ver. 6. Moses was directed to unloose and put 
away his sandals, that is, the soles which were 
fastened with thongs above the feet. The reason 
may be found in the oriental custom, according 
to which no visitor was permitted to enter a tem¬ 
ple or other holy place, without having previously 
removed the covering of the feet. The act was 
both a mark of profound reverence, and also ob¬ 
viated the danger of introducing dust or any other 
impurity into the sanctuary by means of the 
sandals. According to rabbinic traditions, the 
priests performed their duties in the temple of 
Jerusalem only after having removed the cover¬ 
ing of the feet. 

Ver. 84. I have seen, I have seen. —The 
words idhv eldov , both here and in the Sepiuagint, 
furnish an illustration of the mode of Grecizing 
the Hebrew verb with the infinitive absolute; 
and it may be added, that an analogous form of 
expression can be found in classic Greek writers 
[comp. Winer: Gram. N. T. {45. 8]. The em¬ 
phasis which is expressed by the participial repe¬ 
tition of the verb, here’ denotes a seeing or a 
looking on, which is both long continued, and 
also produces sympathy and causes grief. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The theological, mooted point, involved in 
the proposition: “The Angel of Jehovah, who 
repeatedly appears in the Old Test., and, at times, 
speaks in the name of God himself, is identical 
with the eternal Son of God, who appeared, pre¬ 
viously to his incarnation, in the form of an 
angel,” is not sustained by the language of Ste¬ 
phen; he speaks merely of an angeC whereas 
“the angel of Jehovah” is mentioned in Exod. 
iii. 2. [See note 1, appended to the text. —Tr.] 

2. The fear and trembling of Moses (ver. 32), 
as soon as he became conscious that Goa himself 
was present and was distinctly manifested, were 
perfectly natural results in the case of a man 
whose heart was not perverted and callous. It 
is, besides, a significant fact that this revelation 
of God occurred in the immediate vicinity of the 
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8 MB6 mountain which was, soon afterwards, present and revealed himself. The spot itself • 

chosen as the scene of the giving of the law. possessed no sanctity of its own as distinguished 

We are not authorized by the narrative, it is from any other: it became holy ground solely 

true, to infer that it was the divine purpose to for the reason that it was the sovereign will of 

convey to Moses, at this early period, a concep- Qod to reveal himselr there rather than else- 

tkm of the solemn and impressive scenes which where. The whole purpose of the discourse of 

would attend the giving of the law. Still, his Stephen required him to insist on this point. 

first impressions of the exalted majesty, holiness, This principle is, indeed, in ' strict accordance 

and ddfa of God, must have been combined with with the entire Mosaio legislation, according to 

alarm and fear. His fears were succeeded by a the tenor of which, as far as the locality of a di- 

feeling of encouragement. The divine words, vine revelation is concerned, all is made by God 

ver. 84, were reviving and cheering, for they ex- himself to depend on his own ohoice of the place 

pressed love (rov Xaov pov), pity, and saving where he will “record his name,” Exod xxi. 24. 

grace. _ 

8 . The place where Moses stood was holy 

ground, simply for the reason that God was there For Hom. and Pkaot. see below, (ver. 86-48) 


C.— Th* DZAinras or thi pboplb or map- with mocks, ajcd with qod. 

Chapter VII. 86-43. 

35 This Moses whom they refused [denied], saying, Who made thee a ruler and a 
judge ? the same [this (one)] did God send 1 to be [send as] a ruler and a deliverer 

E redeemer] by* [with] tne nand of the angel which [who] appeared to him in the 
•ash. *He [This (one)] brought them out, after that he had shewed [wrought] won¬ 
ders and signs in tne land of Egypt*, and in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness 
37 [during] forty years. *This is that Moses, which [who] said unto the children of 
Israel, A Prophet shall the Lord your God 4 [will God] raise up unto you of your 
38 brethren, like unto me 6 ; him shall ye hear [om. him - - hear]. 4 ♦This is he, that was 
in the church in the wilderness with the angel which [who] spake to him in [on] the 
mount Sina [Sinai], and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles [received 
39 living words] to give unto us. ♦To whom our fathers would not [were not willing to] 
obey, but thrust him from them, and in their hearts 6 [with their heart] turned back 
40 again into [turned to] Egypt, *Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us: 

for as for [of] this Moses, which [who] brought us out of the land of Egypt, we wot 
41 [know] not what is become of [has happened to] him. *And they made a calf in 
those days, and offered [brought] sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of 
42 their own hands. *Then [But] God turned, and gave them up to worship the host of 
heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, 0 ye [Ye] house of Israel, have 
ye offered to me [me] slain beasts and sacrifices [victims and offerings] by the space 
43 of [during] forty years in the wilderness? ♦Yea, [And] ye took up the tabernacle of 
Moloch, and the star of your T [of the] god Remphan 8 [Rephan], [the, robe] figures 
which ye made to worship them: ana I will carry you away [remove you] beyond 
Babylon. 

1 Ver. 35. a. The perfect tense AWoroAxer is supported by a far greater number of MSS. [A. B. D. E. and Cod. Sin.] 
tbsn thefeorist £*Vor«iAev [of the text. rec. which follows C. H. Tho porf. is adopted by Lach., Tisch., and Alf.—T b.] 

1 Ver. 86. b. obv is most tally sustained by the authorities [A. B. C. D. Syr., Vulg.J, while iv x-, which is obvi¬ 
ously an easier reading. Is found only in one MS. [H. but also in Cod. Sin.—Meyer and de Wette think that <xvv was sub- 
MitBted for the original iv.—<rvv in Lach., Tisch. and AIL—Tb.] 

* Ver. 36. yn Aiyvwrtf in A. E. H. [Cod. Sin.] and minuscule mss., as well as in the Greek church fathers, is, without 
foobt, the genuine reading, while rjj Atvtfirr? [adopted by Lach. from B. G.] and yp Alyvirvov may be traced to it as their 
original source. [Tlech. and Alf. read yp Aiyuimp*—T b.] 

, 4 Ver. 37. a. Lachmann and Tischendorf [and Alf.], follow A. B. D., and prefor the shortest reading, i .«., ayeumjou 6 Btbt 
** r. &L. so that both Kvptos before b [ of text. rec. with C. E. H.l, ana vjuuav after the latter, are cancelled as interpola^ 
tkas. [Cod. tan. omits both uiptot and vfUsr]. So, too, avTov ixovoeoSe [in the same Terse], although not without au¬ 
thorities of weight, [C. D (corrected]. E. Vuig., etc.], is, nevertheless, to be regarded as a spurious reading, since it could 
bars been more easily interpolated from the original Hebrew and the SeJHuagint, than have been omitted, if it had origi- 
®*Dt constituted a part of the text. [The two words are omitted by Cod. Sin. — Tb.] 

■Ver. 37. b. [The margin of the Engl. Bible substitutes for: like unto me (Tynd.; Cranmor; Genera) the more literal 
haaslatton (Rheima): at mytdf.— Tr.] 

4 Ver. 38. The reading vp «coip&'f is found only in one MS. [H.] of the first class, but occurs in others of the second 
]**■■» and also in various ancient oriental versions and Greek church fathers: internal evidence, however, decides in 
vf or rather than in that of ral* xapSiats [of text. rec. with D. E.], or of er reus x. [of A. B. C. and Cod. tan., and 
bj Laoh.]. It has, accordingly, been preferred by Tischendorf [and AIL] 
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THE ACTS OP THE APOSTLES. 


T Ver. 43. a. The correct reeding ii, doubtless, Btov witbont vp»r; the letter word [of text, ree.] Is wanting, it Is tree, 
only in two MS&, B. end D., end some oriental Torsions, bat wes probably inserted from the Septeagiat, Amos v. 26. 
[vjusr t found in A. C. E. God. Sin., is omitted by Lactn, Tiach. end All.—Te.] 

• Ter. 43. b. The orthography of Rephan varies in a surprising manner; nearly every one of the principal MSS. hast 
form of the word peculiar to Itself. Lachmann and Tiechendorf [and Alf.] have adopted Ps+dr [in accordance with C. B_ 
et &4 other forms are: £ot4dr, A. and Sept4 of text rst, in a few MSS.; D. and Vnlg4 pe ^dd , B. and 

Complut.; p«Ad or ps^ia, IL, etc^ pa^dy, p e^dy , Syr., etc.—Cod. Sin. exhibits ft lftter hand (C> corrected thus: 

poi^ay.—TiuJ 


EXEGETICAL AND CB1TICAL. 

Ver. 35, 86. a. This Moses whom they 
refused. —The reader of the four verses, 35-38, 
at once notices that each begins with the demon¬ 
strative pronoun, and that, moreover, the second 
part of ver. 85 is also introduced by it, while the 
relative is employed in a similar manner in ver. 
88 , 89. The repetition of this direct reference 
to the person of Moses, undeniably involves a 
rhetorical emphasis. It is primarily designed to 
exhibit the contrast between the divine call 
which Moses received, and the work assigned to 
him by God, on the one hand, and the treatment, 
on the other hand, which he received from his 
own people, who disowned and rejected him. Of 
this striking difference in the experience of 
Moses, with respect, first, to God, and, then, to 
the people, a twofold illustration is given: (a) 
ver. 85, 86, the original rejection of Moses by his 
countrymen, as compared with the subsequent 
divine mission which he received to be the saviour 
and deliverer of the people amid wonders and 
signs; (b) ver. 87-89, the dignity conferred by 
God on Moses (consisting in his appointment to 
act, through the intercourse which he was per¬ 
mitted to have with the angel, as the mediator of 
God’s revelations to the people, and to become 
the predecessor of the promised Prophet), as 
compared with the disobedience of the Israelites, 
who turned away from him, and disowned him 
as a man whose absence was not satisfactorily 
explained, or who had passed away. 

b. There is thus, a contrast between the senti¬ 
ments originally entertained by the Israelites in 
reference to Moses, and his subsequent actual 
mission to them, or his miraculous work, when 
he led Israel out of Egypt and through the wil- 

-derncss. But this contrast can be seen in the 
proper light only when, (in accordance with the 
example of Stephen), we apply the principle ex¬ 
pressed by the term solidarity [joint responsibi¬ 
lity] to the language of the Israelite mentioned in 
Exod. ii. 18,14. For the plural fjgvfaavro e\n6vreg, 
is here intended to imply that the language of one 
. man expressed the real sentiments of many, or 
was even the index of the views which all enter¬ 
tained; vnius hominis dicta et facta adscribuntvr 
etiam illis, qui eodem stmt animo. (Bengel). 

c. The contrast is, specially, formed by the fol¬ 
lowing two propositions: (1) rig os Karitmfaev &p~ 
Xovra kcu duuurrijv; (2) 6 Bede anioraXKtv avrbv bp- 
Xovra teal \vrpurfjv. The former contains the human 
question (of unbelief and denial); the latter, the 
divine answer, as given by the divine act But 
while God undoubtedly sent him as a ruler and 
leader, whose call as an &pxw had been denied, 
he did not send him merely as a (hjcaorfc, which 
fact was not recognised, but in the still higher 
capacity of a Avrpurfc. Here a olimax is present¬ 
ed. In the first instance, the authority of Mo¬ 
ses to judge! or decide a dispute between two 


individuals, was questioned; bnt God Afterwards 
sent him as the saviour of hi9 whole nation, and 
the umpire and administrator, as it were, in the 
case of two nations.—2t )v *ei/>l ayyiXov: literally, 
united with the hand, the helping power, of the 
angel; the phrase implies that the intercourse 
of Moses with the angel, and the power and ope¬ 
rations of the latter, furnished the former with 
his credentials as the ambassador of God. 

Ver. 87-89. a. This is that Moses. —The 
second contrast, which is analogous to the first, 
is presented in these verses; in this case, how¬ 
ever, the divine procedure is first described, and 
the course adopted by the Israelites afterwards 
considered, while, in the former case, this order 
is reversed. God conferred the high dignity on 
Moses of being a prophet, a mediator of divine 
revelations; the Israelites would not [ohn rjdi- 
Iqaav] obey, but turned away from him t and 
“turned again with the heart” to Egypt. The 
language in ver. 37 is intended to give promi¬ 
nence to the rank of Moses and to the divine fa¬ 
vor which he enjoyed, by introducing the circum¬ 
stance that the Prophet promised by God, the 
Messiah, was to be a prophet at Moses (&$■ «u/J. 
[Deut. xviii. 18, already quoted above in ch. iii 
22]. The position of Moses as a prophet is ex¬ 
plained by a description of his mediatory agency 
at the time when the law was given. He wai 
in the church (cKKfopla, the assembly of the 
people) with the angel, and with our fa¬ 
thers, that is to say, his call, his official duties, 
and his position, connected him, on the one hand, 
with the angel, but, on the other, with the peo¬ 
ple: from the former he received; to the latter he 
gave ifdk^aro-^ovvai). Thus he stood between 
them, and was the mediator between God and the 
people.—The angel spake to him on mount Si¬ 
nai. That which the book of Exodus ascribes 
directly to Jehovah, is conceived by Stephen 
(who concurs with the Alexandrian Jews, e. g., 
Philo) as having been accomplished through tke. 
mediation of angels.—Stephen describes the law 
itself as consisting of Wryia £ Ovra, that is, divine 
sayings, or oracles; they are not like a dead let¬ 
ter, but possess vital power and efficacy. (See 
below: Doctr. and Eth., No. 8 ). Stephen nad 
been accused of speaking against the law, and of 
blaspheming Moses (ch. vi. 11,13); hero, he com¬ 
mends its high character, speaks of it wilh reve¬ 
rence, and exalts it. 

b. But thrust him from them. —Although 
God had so highly honored Moses, and assigned 
such a lofty position to him, his own people had 
not the will to obey him, and to submit to his 
guidance (yirfjKooi yevio&ai ); on the contrary, 
they thrust him from them (&irAoavro, like atr&- 
oaro , in ver. 27), and turned again to Egypt, with 
their heart, their wishes and longings. What 
was the object of their desires? It was usual 
among earlier interpreters, whom all those of 
more recent times imitate, to assume that this ob¬ 
ject could only have been the image-worship of 
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BgjrpL It is, however, remarkable that not a 
■ingle word occurs in the present passage, when 
the golden calf is .mentioned, which would 
implj that it was made as an imitation of an 
Egyptian idol; nor is there any distinct intima- 
tion found in the Old Testament, whether we con¬ 
sult the Pentateuch or the succeeding books (not 
even excepting Ezek. xx. 7, 8), that this image 
of a calf in the desert of Arabia, was an Egyptian 
reminiscence. It was, doubtless, such essential¬ 
ly; still, a statement that such was the case, is 
not found either in the passage before us, or in 
any passage of the Old Testament. We have, 
consequently, little reason to maintain that the 
sentiments with which the Israelites looked back 
to Egypt referred mainly, and still less, that they 
referred exclusively, to the Egyptian worship of 
idols. We have much more reason to believe that 
this turning back of the Israelites unto Egypt 
refers to a feeling which was now aroused, and 
which afterwards repeatedly manifested itself, 
namely, a longing after Egypt and the enjoyments 
and whole mode of life to which they had there 
become accustomed; comp. Numb. xi. 5. 

Ye*. 40. Make ua gods to go before ns. 
—If the former verse be so understood as to 
aseribe to the Israelites a longing to return to 
Egypt, proceeding from home-sickness, Meyer 
holds that, then, their present demand must 
necessarily refer to “gods” who should con¬ 
duct them on their return. But such is not by 
any means the sense of ver. 40. Stephen had, 
in the former verse, mentioned their longing de¬ 
sire after Egypt simply as an evidence that they 
were now alienated iu feeling from Moses, and 
unwilling to be guided by him. But in ver. 40, 
he simply repeats the terms occurring in the ori¬ 
ginal narrative, Exod. xxxii. 1, which presents 
an additional and a striking proof that the senti¬ 
ments of the people had become unfriendly to 
Moses. The Hebrew text does not furnish the 
(lightest indication of a desire on the part of the 
people actually to return to Egypt, preceded by 
the idol which was to be made. Bengel has, in 
our judgment, inaccurately understood the word 
zpoTToprivovrai in such a sense.—The nominative 
absolute, 6 yap Muxxrfj^ ovros, etc., stands first in 
the order of the words, for the purpose of giving 
special prominence to the person named; we have 
' not, however, any reason to suppose that ovroq is 
intended to express a feeling of contempt [de 
Wette; the word is repeatedly used by Stephen 
with reverence; see note on ver. 86 f. a. above.] 
The logical connection indicated by y&p, is not, as 
Meyer supposes, the following: ‘We may unhe¬ 
sitatingly introduce an idolatrous worship, for 
Moses, that inflexible opponent of it, has now 
disappeared!’ (Meyer).-—The connection is, ra¬ 
ther, the following: ‘We do not know what has 
occurred to Moses, who brought us out, and was 
hitherto our leader; his place at the head of our 
host, must be occupied by a divine leader, and 
that shall be the God whom Aaron is to make.’ 
Here, too, Moees is evidently mentioned in a dis¬ 
paraging tone, and the people faithlessly disown 
their obligations to him. 

Vie. 41. And they made a calf.— The ac- 
tsal making of the image of a calf, or, rather, a 
hull (which is here described by a verb, poaxo- 
*Nefe, not found elsewhere, in the whole range 


of Greek literature), is mentioned by Stephen as 
the act of the people , whereas in Exod. xxxii. 4, 
Aaron is represented as exclusively the maker. 
But he very justly charges the former with the 
act, for Aaron was governed by their directions, 
and was, in a certain sense, only the obedient 
servant who executed the will of the sovereign 
people.—The image of the bull was, doubtless, a 
symbol borrowed from Egypt, and intended to 
represent either Apis, a living bull at Memphis 
in Upper Egypt, or Mnevis at Heliopolis in Lower 
Egypt; divine honor was paid to both animals. 
Earlier writers, e.g., Spencer and Selden, as well 
as others of a later period, e. g., Lengerke, rpfer 
the image to Apis; Ewald believes that it rather 
represents Mnevis. [See the art. Kalb in Win. 
Realw,, and especially, in Herzog: Real-EncykA. 
—Stephen terms the object eiduiXov, an idol , al> 
though strictly speaking, it did not bear this 
character: it was, rather, in the view both of the 
people and of Aaron (Exod. xxxii. 4, 6), merely 
a visible image of the true and living God, or of 
Jehovah, and was not intended to represent a 
false or imaginary god. Nevertheless, as from 
the nature of the case, the worship of God under 
any image made by man, imperceptibly conducts 
to a deification of the creature as the natural re¬ 
sult, this image of Jehovah is pronounced 
to be an idol. Stephen designedly appends the 
words rip eldu%<f) to avi/yayov ftvoiav, although 
the original text in Exod. xxxii. 6 merely says: 

rfa)? ^ or “tends to convey the 

idea that the Israelites in reality brought sacri¬ 
fices, not to God, but to the image. They re¬ 
joiced in the works of their own hands, 
u e., they sinned against the Creator, by joyfhlly 
deifying the works of their own hands, namely, 
created objects. 

Ver. 42, 48. a. Then God turned, and 
gave them up.—Stephen now refers to the di¬ 
vine punishment which followed the disobedience 
of the people, who apostatized from the worship 
of the living God.— God turned away from 
them; is here used in a middle and re¬ 

flexive sense, like dvacr^fo in ch. xv. 16, and 
does not refer, in a transitive sense, to avroi^, as 
if it were equivalent to: convertit animos eorttm 
(Heinrichs); neither is it used adverbially, like 
when followed by a second verb, as if it 
were equivalent to rursus tradidit (Morus). This 
latter interpretation, indeed, does not accord with 
the facts, at least in so far as the narrative does 
not exhibit any traces of‘an earlier idolatrous 
worship on the part of the Israelites, of which 
the present was only a repetition; the former 
(of Heinriobs), on the other hand, would give a 
tautological sense to i xagkdoKtv airro (?. The word 
karoe^e only denotes that God henceforth looked 
on nis sinful people with merited displeasure.— 
The language: naoiduxev airrovs Aarp. does not 
simply express a aivine permission, as Chryso¬ 
stom [eZaae] and recent interpreters understand 
it, but describes an act of God, which proceeded 
from his penal justice. That worship to which 
God gave up, or abandoned the Israelites was, 
Star-worship [Sab®ism], or the worship (Xarpebetv) 
of the sidereal world—a form of idolatry which 
prevailed as well in Egypt, as in Chaldea and 
Phoenicia. • 
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b. Have ye offered to me slain beasts 
and sacrifices? —To prove that the Israelites 
had really been guilty of idolatry daring their 
journey in the wilderness, Stephen appeals to 
Am os v. 25-27, which passage, while he in gene¬ 
ral adheres to the Alexandrian version, he 
nevertheless quotes with a certain degree of 

freedom. The question: Mr)- '\oparfe. in ver. 

42 [the form of which requires a negative an¬ 
swer (Winer: Gram. {61. 8. 6 .)—Tr.], means: 
“Ye certainly have offered me no sacrifices du¬ 
ring forty years in the wilderness!” It conveys, 
without doubt, a reproach, in a rhetorical manner, 
and implies that even the sacrifices which were 
offered to Jehovah in the wilderness, had not 
been accepted, in consequence of the prevailing 
idolatry. There is, hence, no reason for suppo¬ 
sing, as some have done, that the pronoun got is 
equivalent to the [more emphatic] phrase egoi 
fidvu. The positive charge is made in ver. 43: 
Ye took op the tabernacle of Moloch.— 
The Greek here strictly follows the text of the 
Septuagint; the latter, without doubt, guided 
merely by conjecture, exhibits the words rot- 

M o?*Xt in place of the Hebrew 

which signifies “your king,” i. e., idoL The 

rVDp was the portable tent of the idol, which 

was carried along by the Israelites during the 
march, constituting the opposite, or the rival, of 
the “tabernacle of witness” [ver. 44]. The 
precise nature and character of Moloch are far 
from having been fully established by document¬ 
ary accounts; there can be no doubt, however, 
that this name was given to a sidereal deity. 
With respect to the name 'P efi6av y the Septuagint, 
which Stephen here follows, depicts still further 
from the original Hebrew. The word barpov 
probably denotes an image of a star, the symbol 
of the star-god Remphan. This latter name, 
which the Septuagint substitutes for Chiun 

(P*3) , seems to have had an Egyptian origin, 

and to refer to Saturn. [For the results of the 
most recent investigations, see J. G. Muller’s two 
articles, Moloch, and Rephax, in Herzog: Real- j 
Encyk. —Tr.].—W hen God threatens, and de¬ 
clares that he will expel the idolatrous people 
from the land, and cause them to be conducted 
to a distant country, the original Hebrew, which 
the Septuagint follows, simply specifies Damascus 
as the point beyond which they shall be carried. 
In view, however, of the well-known historical 
fulfilment of the divine words, Stephen substi¬ 
tutes the name of Babylon for that of the Syrian 
capital. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Motet, a type of Jeeut .—This thought is ob¬ 
viously involved in Stephen’s reference, in ver. 
87, to the prediction concerning “a prophet like 
unto me.” Moses, a man through whom God 
spoke to the fkthers; Jesus, He in whom God has 
spoken at the last. Moses, a mediator between 
God and the people; Jesus Christ, the mediator 
between men and God. Moses, disowned and re¬ 
jected bv his people, who disobey, and refuse to 
yield to his guidance and authority; Jesus, de¬ 


nied, cast out, and crucified by his people, be¬ 
cause they would not have such a Messiah to 
reign over them [Lu. xix. 141. On the other 
hand, Moses, highly favoured by God (“mighty 
| in words and in deeds,” ver. 22; comp. Lu. xxrv. 
19), attested by miracles; and sent as the ruler 
and deliverer of his people; Jesus, sent by God, 
and anointed, as the Redeemer, Messiah, and 
Saviour. It is also true that “the law was given 
by Moses, but grace and troth came by Jesus 
Christ.” [John L 17]. 

2. Stephen is strictly consistent with himself 
when he represents the revelations of Ged as 
having been made to Moses through the media¬ 
tion of am angel; this is true with respect to 
the call of Moses at Horeb, ver. 80, 85, to the 
divine act of the giving of the law, ver. 88 (and 
comp. ver. 58), and to the whole intercourse of 
Moses with God. It is as undoubtedly true that 
God himself spoke with Moses through the an¬ 
gel, ver. 81, and that He himself sent Moses, 
ver. 85; it is, indeed, in consequence of these 
facts, that such a lofty, position and such an ex¬ 
alted mission are claimed for Moses, as contra¬ 
distinguished from the people. Still, the peculiar 
circumstance that God did not speak to Moses 
directly , but only through the intervention of an 
angel, assigns to this prophet a subordinate posi¬ 
tion, as compared with Jesus Christ. Stephen 
does not expressly state this point, H is true, but 
he intimates it, to the honor of the Messiah. 

8 . The oommandmcntt given by God to Mooes, 
and delivered by the latter to the people, are 
VJryia £taro. This term is not, as some interpre¬ 
ters allege, equivalent to ^(MKouyvvra. For, that 
the law as a whole, or that any particular com¬ 
mandments of the Mosaic law, were capable of 
imparting or infusing life, where no life had pre¬ 
viously been known, Stephen, certainly could not 
have intended to say, in opposition to all his con¬ 
victions concerning Jesus. But he does ascribe life 
and efficient power to the law itself. He has not 
here explained his meaning, but we may conjec¬ 
ture that it was the following:—The law is a living 
power, in so far as it takes hold of the conscience, 
and gives it additional vitality, when it exclaims: 
“Thou shalt,” “Thou shalt not;” further, in so 
far as it does not permit the will to repose inac¬ 
tively, but either guides it in the path of doty, 
or else provokes it to resistance; and, lastly, in 
so far as all the promises and threatenings con¬ 
nected with it, are actually fulfilled. 

4. An image of God, which is intended to re¬ 
ceive worship in any form or degree, is at once 
converted into an idoL This result, whatever 
visible representation of God is contrived, follows 
so naturally and logically, that no preventives 
can be of any avail. The wisdom of God is re¬ 
vealed in the Decalogue, in which the making of 
any images of God whatsoever, out of any ma¬ 
terials, or after the form of any created object, 
is strictly prohibited under all circumstances, 
Exod. xx. 4, 5. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
and the Son of man, is alone the true image of 
God, in whom we see the Father. The Catholic 
church professedly distinguishes in themy be¬ 
tween reverence (“ debilum honorem et veneration 
item”) and adoration, but, in practice, the former 
always conducts to the latter, at least in the 
great mass of the congregations. It avoids the 
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use of the term adoration, but tolerates and re¬ 
tains all that the term implies. And thus men 
are inevitably, even if unconsciously, brought to 
the point at which the deification of the creature, 
or idolatry begins; the worship of images termi¬ 
nates in idolatry. 

5. God revealed his fustics when he turned 
away from the Israelites, and gave them up to 
idolatry. As they had turned from him with 
their heart (icrp&fyoav, ver. 89), He himself 
justly turned away from them {larpcfye, ver. 42). 
As they had, in opposition to his commandment, 
converted a created object into an image of Him, 
he abandoned them to absolute idolatry or the 
adoration of the creature. Their sin was fol¬ 
lowed by an analogous retribution and punishment. 
“If thou departest from God, he will depart from 
thee! ” It was in this manner that he punished 
* the apostasy of the Gentiles, Rom. i. 28-25. So, 
too, as an impartial judge, he punished the same 
■in, when Israel was guilty of it; and he adopts 
the same course in the case of apostasy within 
the pale of Christendom. 


HO MIL JCTICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Chapter VII. 17-43. 

Via. 17. But when the time of the pro¬ 
mise drew nigh. —What a faithful God we 
have! He always remembers his promise, and 
fulfils it, even though he who received it, may 
have died long ago. Remember this, thou de¬ 
sponding pastor! Thou mayest fall asleep with 
Abraham, without seeing the fruits of thy labor, 
but God will, nevertheless, fulfil his promise 
after thy death. (Starke). 

Ver. 18. Which knew not Joseph.— 
Nothing is sooner forgotten than a benefit that 
has been received. ( Starke). 

Ver. 19. That they cast out their yonng 
children. —Such is the conduct of the persecu¬ 
tors of the church. They deal decoitfully with 
the devout, and seek the ruin of spiritual youths 
aad children. (Starke).—These young children 
of the Israelites in Egypt—the little martyrs— 
belong to the company of the children afterwards 
murdered by Herod in Bethlehem. (Besser). 

Vkr. 21. Nourished him for her own son. 
—Pharaoh, who had issued the cruel oommand 
that Moses should be put to death, nevertheless 
educates him at his own coart. God so protects 
his people, that even enemies become their ser¬ 
vants. 

Ver. 22. And Moses was learned in all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians. —By the ap¬ 
pointment of God, to whom all the endowments 
and resources of the nations belong, the art and 
science of Egypt aided in accomplishing his de¬ 
sign. (Starke).—It is a gracious act of God, 
when he enables an individual to acquire the 
treasures of human knowledge; they may be 
Bade available in his service. Human science, 
however, must be associated with divine grace, 
and human learning derive its life and power 
horn the Spirit, through whom alone truly useful 
results can be produced. (Apost. Past.). 

Tib. 22. To visit his brethren. —He is not 
a faithful Moses, whom the afflictions of the 
fksrch of God do qot move. 


Vbr. 24. And smote the Egyptian.—It 

does not seem probable, it is true, that a man- 
slayer should be a true believer. In this case, 
however, as in those of Phinehas (Numb. ch. 
xzv.) and of Elijah (1 Kings, ch. xviii.), the act 
was of an extraordinary character, and is not 
intended to serve as an example.—Besides, Moses 
did not intend to shed blood; he simply designed 
to defend an injured man, and was governed, not 
by personal considerations, but by love to his 
people.—But thU act was, in accordance with the 
counsel of God, the prelude of all that he de¬ 
signed to accomplish through Moses, namely, the 
destruction of the Egyptians, and the deliveranoe 
of Israel. (From Starke and Apost. Past.). 

Ver. 25. But they understood not. —Jesus, 
too, o&me untc^kis own, and his own received 
him not. [John (Quesnel). 

Vbr. 28. Wilt thou kill me ?—It is sad, 
when the sick man disowns his physician, the 
subject his prince, the slave his deliverer; or, 
when man turns from his Saviour, and rejects his 
aid. So we deal with Christ; Matt, xxiii. 87. 
(Quesn.). 

Ver. 29. Then fled Moses - - and was a 
stranger. —This ingratitude of the Jews added 
forty years to the period of their bondage; for 
God could have delivered them even at this time 
through Moses. (St&rke).—But, on the other 
hand, God devoted these forty years to the work 
of preparing Moses for his future calling. It is 
in solitude, or in tranquil scenes, that God trains 
his agents. Moses was already learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in 
words and in deeds. He was, besides, aware, 
ver. 25, that God had appointed him to be the 
deliverer of Israel, and he doubtless supposed at 
this early day that he was already qualified to 
perform the work. But he is, on the contrary, 
compelled to be a fugitive, and to pass forty ad¬ 
ditional years in another country, where, doubt¬ 
less, many a sad tale of the afflictions of his peo¬ 
ple reached his ears. The call is at length made 
on him, at an apparently late day. It is an un¬ 
favorable indication of character, when an indi¬ 
vidual obtrudes himself, as it were, on the sacred 
offioe, and cannot wait till God has opened the 
way. (Apost. Past.).— Periods of delay in the king - 
dom of God , viewed as seasons of ripening: I. When 
the ungodly ripen for judgment [Gen. xv. 16]; 
II. When believers are exercised in implicit sub¬ 
mission to the divine will; III. When the agent* 
of God are trained*for his service. 

Vbr. 80. The burning bush , [HJO a thorn-bush, 

bramble . Robinson: Lex. —Tr. 1 viewed as an 
emblem and type: I. Of the Israelites, who, 
when they were in Egypt, resembled a degene¬ 
rate, wild thorn-bush—burning, but not con-» 
sumed in the furnace of affliction, amid fiery 
trials: II. Of the Messiah, whose human lowli¬ 
ness (thorn-bush) was united with divine glory 
(the flame in the bush) in one undivided Person 
(the bush was not consumed); III. Otthe Chris¬ 
tian Church, whioh bears the shame or the cross, 
but amid all its trials, exhibits an indestructible 
vital power. “ This bush has been burning nearly 
2000 years, and still no one bas Been its asheB.” 
(From Starke and other earlier writers.) 

Vbr. 82. Moses trembled, not from servile 
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fear, hut in deyout humility. How well it is, 
when a pastor experiences this holy trembling 
on entering the pulpit, not only at the commence¬ 
ment of his ministry, but ever afterwards! Does 
not this child-like awe—this reverence in the 
presence of God—present a barrier to many idle 
words, to many vain gestures, to many a sinful 
act? Is it not a stimulus, always urging him 
to speak and to act as in the divine presence, by 
the direction of the Spirit, after the mind of God ? 
(Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 88. The t cords: Put off thy shoe*, etc., an 
admonition to put away all the pollutions of the 
world, and all pride, in the presence of the Lord: 
addressed, I. To pastors, whether in the study, 
or in the pulpit; IL To the hearers, whether they 
are approaching the house of God, or are engaged 
in the services. 

Ver. 84. I have seen, etc. The deeper our 
distress is, the nearer is God: L He sees the af¬ 
flictions of his people; II. He hears the sighing 
of the believer; III. He comes with his aid at 
the proper moment; IV. He sends forth his 
servants. 

Ver. 85 ff. This Moses. (See above, Doctr. 
and Eth., No. 1.). 

Ver. 88. Who received the lively ora¬ 
cles.— The law of God, too , is a living word: it 
has a life of its own,—emanating from the living 
God; I. To man, in the state of innocence, it was 
a life-giving power, not weighing down nor de¬ 
stroying, but developing and guiding, his natural 
life. II. In the state of sin, man does find that 
the law is “the letter that killeth” (2 Cor. iii. 
6 ), for it exposes his spiritual death, and threat¬ 
ens him with death eternal. Yet, even here it 
manifests its own life, else would it not burn 
like fire in the sinner’s heart, and pierce like a 
two-edged sword; yea, it imparts life, by awa¬ 
kening the conscience, and pointing to IJim whose 
word gives life, John vi. 68. III. (Lastly,) in 
the state of grace , the law is neither dead nor set 
aside; for, with respect to its own nature, it now 
receives additional vital power in Christ, who 
unfolds and fulfils it; and, with respect to the 
believe* himself, it enters fully into his heart, 
acts in unison with his spiritual nature, inspires 
him with love, and enables him, through the Holy 
Spirit, to follow after holiness. 

Ver. 89. Whom our fathers would not 
obey. —We are here furnished with a useful 
guide, when we encounter persons who attempt 
to justify their disobedience to evangelical truth, 
by appealing to the fathers, to the ancients. We 
are taught to reply, that we will cheerfully ren¬ 
der all that is due to the memory of the fathers, 
but that in so far as they were disobedient to the 
Gospel, their conduct cannot serve as an example 
for us, since the infallible word of God alone, is, 
and always must continue to be, our rule of faith 
and practice. (Apost. Past.).— In their hearts 
turned, etc.—Behold this image of those un¬ 
grateful Christians who turn away from the Re¬ 
deemer bylfcrhom they were delivered from sin, 
and, with their hearts, return to Egypt, the cor¬ 
rupt. world. (Starke).—This is one of Satan’s 
snares. When a soul is touched and awakened, 
he seeks to regain control over it, by reminding 
it of the sensual enjoyments which it had former¬ 
ly found in the service of sin. 


Ver. 40. Saying unto Aaron. —How cir¬ 
cumspectly this case should teach the servants 
of God to walk. No intellectual strength, nor 
any official rank or dignity, can protect us 
against the snares of the enemy, unless we per- 
severingly walk, by faith, with God. When we 
forsake has presence, we cannot successfully re¬ 
sist either specious promises or violent threats. 
(Apost. Past.). 

Ver. 42. Then God turned, and gave them 

up.—God inflicts the most severe punishment, 
when he abandons men, and gives them up to 
their own perverted mind, so that one sin impels 
them to the commission of another. (Starke).— 
Have ye offered to me, etc.—God does not 
regard the sacrifices which the hand, but those 
which the heart and mind, offer to him. Ps. IL 19; 
Isai. lxvi. 2. (Starke). 

Ver. 48. I will carry you away.—There is 
a certain analogy between the guilt which man 
contracts, and the punishment which God inflicts. 
Idolatrous nations are his agents in punishing 
the idolatry of the Jews. (Starke).—God removes 
men to new habitations, sometimes in wrath 
(ver. 43), sometimes in mercy, ver. 4. (Starke). 

On the whole section, ver. 17-48.— Moses, 
viewed a* the deliverer of his people, and Christ, as 
the Redeemer of the world: I. The resemblance 
between Moses and Christ; (a) both received 
the attestation of God: the miraculous deliver¬ 
ance in infancy (Pharaoh and Herod); the train¬ 
ing for the great work, in retirement (Moses at 
the court of Pharaoh, and in the wilderness; Je¬ 
sus in the abode of the carpenter, and in the wil¬ 
derness near Jordan); the solemn call to assume 
office (Moses at Horeb; Jesus at his baptism); 
abundant gifts of the Spirit, and power (Moses, 
“mighty in words and in deeds,” ver. 22; Jesus, 
“mighty in deed and word,” Luke xxiv. 19); the 
deliverance wrought by each, and the judgment 
which, in each case, visited an ungrateful and 
disobedient people.—( b) both are disowned and 
rejected by the people: their divine mission was 
not recognized, ver. 27, their holy sentiments 
were blasphemed, ver. 28, the liberty which they 
offered, was scorned, ver. 89, their memory was 
blotted out by an ungrateful generation, ver. 40. 

II. Christ’s superiority to Moses. The latter de¬ 
livers from temporal, Christ, from spiritual bon¬ 
dage; Moses delivers Israel, Christ, mankind; 
Moses was the agent of a temporal, Christ, the 
author of an eternal redemption [Heb. ix. 121; 
Moses was a servant [Heb. iii. 5], Christ, is the 
Lord.— The early training of Moses an illustration 
of Gods mode of preparing his chosen instruments : 
by means of, I. Great dangers, and divine pro¬ 
tection, ver. 21; II. Human learning, ver. 22, and 
divine illumination, ver. 80; III. Varied experi¬ 
ence of the world, ver. 22-24, and retired self- 
communion, ver. 29; IV. Painful humiliations, 
ver. 27, 28, and rich exhibitions of divine grace, 
ver. 82-84. (A similar view may be taken of the 
early history, and later experience of Joseph, . 
David, Elijah, Paul, Luther, etc.).— Gods chosen 
instruments: I. The materials which he selects; 

II. The mode in which they are prepared; HL 
The tests to which they are subjected; IV. The 
work which he performs through them.— Moses, 
a model, as a true reformer: possessing, as he does, 
the indispensable qualifications of, I. Treasures 
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of knowledge, and of religions experience; II. 
Clear riews of the age in which he lived, and an 
ardent love for the people; III. An heroio spirit, 
in the presence of the world, and childlike hu¬ 
mility in the presence of God and his word.— 
Motes, both a man of God, and alto a man of the 
people: L By birth, he belonged to the people; 
H. In spirit and character, he stood above the 
people; III. He labored in word and in deed for 
the people; IV. He acted against the people and 


their evil desires, in conformity to the law of 
God .—Motet among hit people, or, The grace of God, 
and the ingratitude of men: I. The grace of God, 
ver. 85-88; II. The ingratitude of men, ver. 89- 
48 .—[The flight of Motet from Egypt, ver. 29: I. 
The circumstances which occasioned it; n. The 
divine purpose in permitting it; III. The results. 
—Or, viewed as illustrative, I. Of human cha¬ 
racter; II. Of the ways of Providence.—Ta.] 


{ HL The third part of the discourse, embracing the period extending from the post-Mosak age, to that of 

Stephen. 

Chapter VIL 44-58. 

44 Our fathers had 1 the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as he had appointed, 
speaking* [who spake} unto Moses, that he should make it according to the fashion [pat- 

45 tern] that he had seen. *Which also onr fathers that came after 8 [fathers, having re¬ 
ceived it] brought in with Jesus into the possession [with Joshua, when they took pos¬ 
session} of the Gentiles, whom God drave [thrust] out before the face of our fathers, 

46 unto the days of David; *Who found favour before God, and desired to [asked that he 

47 might] find a tabernacle [dwelling-place] for the God 4 of Jacob. *But Solomon built 

48 him a house. *Howbeit the Most High dwelleth not in temples 8 [in that whioh is] 

49 made with hands; as saith the prophet, *Heaven is my throne, and earth is my foot¬ 
stool : what [kind of, jto?ov] house will ye build [for] me ? saith the Lord: or what 

50 [which] is the place of my rest? *Hath not my hand made all these things? 

51 *Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart* and ears, ve do always resist the Holy 

52 Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. *Which [one] of the prophets have not your 
fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of [who foretold] the 
coming of the Just One; of whom ye have 7 been [become} now the betrayers and 

53 murderers: *[Ye] Who have received the law by the disposition [law as regulations] 
of angels, and have not kept it. 


iVer. 44. a.— iv after ?)r in the textiu reoeptus , is but feebly supported [by D. E. Syr., etc.], and may unhesitatingly be 
regarded as spurious. [Omitted in A. B. 0. Cod. Sin., and by Loch., Tisch. and Alf.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 44. b.—[For speaking, (Tynd.; Cranm^ Geneva; Rheims), the margin proposes the preferable version: who spake. 

; for that came after (Cranmer), the margin offers the version (Tynd.; Geneva; Rheims): 
hnimg received (*. e., 4t). “AwdWxofun— to receive through a series of persons, to receive by succession, to succeed to.” Robik- 
•»: Lsm. N. T .—Alford translates: “having inherited it,” and regards that came after as “ungrammatical;” Hackett: 
“having received;” J. A. Alexander: “receiving.”—Ta.] 

* Ver. 44$.—The reading ry ®ey [of text. rec. after is genuine, according to the testimony of A. 0. of all the 

snetetit versions, and of the fathers; Lachmann, on the other hand, prefers ry oixy, which is found, it is true, in B. D. EL, 
fart doss not equally well suit the context, [oucqp occurs also In Cod. 8in. (original); a later hand substituted —Ta.] 

1 Ver. 48.—The textus receptus, following the authority of H, and several fathers, inserts after yttporoo^roif the void 
vssSf, which is wanting in all the other MS8. of the first rank [A. B. C. D. and also Cod. Sin. Syr. Vulg., etc.], and Is evi¬ 
dently an explanatory addition of a copyist. Bengel had already assigned this character to it. [Rejected by the recent 
editors; u a gfoos from ch. xvii. 24.” (de Wette).—Ta.] 

•Ter. 81.—The plural, jcop&atc, is attested by A. C. D., [and also Cod. Sin.] it is true, and adopted by Lachmann, 
vhereas the singular, rg xop&a, occurs only in E. H.; but the latter is, on the other hand, sustained by the ancient ori¬ 
ental versions [but not the Vulg.: oontt&toL and by the majority of the fathers. The plural seems to be an alteration to 
nit, partly iwtpirp^ro*, which precedes, and partly tho parallel term matv, which follows; the singular would scarcely 
have been substituted by later copyists for the plural, if the latter had been the original reading. [The sing, adopted by 
Tfach. and Alt— 1 Ta.] 

7 Ver. 52. rWvewdc is, without doubt, the genuine reading [found in A. B. C. D. E., and adopted by Loch. Tisch., and 
Alt], while ytyhyr l i [of tent rec.] is supported by only a few of the oldest MSS. [H., etc.—Cod. Sin. exhibits eyeveeSou 
-Ta.] 


EXXGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Via. 44. a. Oar fathers had the tabernacle 

of witness. —The original term, -\y)n SriN, 

ft/. Numb. xvL 18, 19], is translated by the 
oeptoagint, and here also, 0 / 07 vfj rov paprvpiov. 


As the precise meaning of is not by any 

means positively established, the assertion (de 
Wette, Meyer) that the derivation of the word [by 

the Sept] from "fl]? , , is erroneous, pos¬ 

sesses no decisive authority. It is still a matter 
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of doubt whether the term should be taken in the 
sense of “tent of assembly,’* or “tent of revela¬ 
tion (witness, testimony).” [According to the 
current interpretation, the word is derived from 

the root , and the term is regarded as 

equivalent to “tabernacle of the congregation,” 
or “tent of assembly.” Robihson: Lex. Old 
Test."]. —A 0 /C 7 W 7 is mentioned both in the forego¬ 
ing, and in the present verse; in the former, it is 
that of an idol, in the present, that of the true 
God. Such appears to be the relation of the 
two verses to each other, although it is not the 
speaker’s intention to give special prominence to 
the contrast presented by an idolatrous worship, 
on the one hand, and a worship acceptable to 
God, on the other. It is rather the sanctuary 
itself, to which he refers in this portion of the 
discourse, ver. 44-50. The sanctuary was, at 
first, the sacred tabernacle , in the wilderness, and, 
subsequently, in Canaan; from the time of Solo¬ 
mon, it was the temple, the holy hotue , ver. 47. 
b . As he had appointed who spake 
marg.] unto Moses. —The sanctity of the ta- 
ernacle is here demonstrated by the fact that 
God gave explicit directions to Moses respecting 
the manner in which it should be made, namely, 
“after the pattern which was shewed” to Moses 
on Mount Sinai, Exod. xxv. 9, 40. Thus, the 
sacred tabernacle, together with its “instru¬ 
ments,” was made with hands, or, was a human 
work, it is true; but at the same time, it was a 
sanctuary prepared by God’s express command, 
and made in accordance with a divine ideal and 
primordial type. On this point Philo (Life of 
Moses, III. Op. ed. Mangey, II. 146) expresses 
himself as follows: As to the construction Moses 
had been thus instructed: tuv fu?JX6vr(jv birore- 
Xeltrfrai aupdruv aaupArovt idiot r§ ifwxv drwpov, 
npbt &t idei, Kaddnep air' hpxerimov ypa^gt ko 2 vog- 
tQv napadet ypbruv aic&ijrd, ptpfjpara aneucovur&rjvai. 
[The following translation is given in the edition 
of 1613, Lib. III. 615: Placuit igitur taberna- 
culum erigi, cujus apparatum ex oraculis in 
monte Moses didicerat, futurx sedificii conUmplatus 
idea* incorporeas, ad quorum exemplar mtelligibile 
oportebat designari sensibiles imagines.” —Tr.] 

Ver. 45. Which also our fathers, having 
received it [marginal rendering], brought 
in, etc.—The sacral tent continued to be the 
sanctuary, not merely in the wilderness, but also 
in the land of Canaan, until the age of David 
and Solomon. The words ol naripet i/puv, refer, 
as the connection shows, to another generation 
of the fathers, namely, the contemporaries of 
Joshua, who came with him into the country and 
occupied it. [Jesus, here, as in Heb. iv. 8 , is the 
Septuagint form of Joshua , and retained in the 
Engl, version.—T r.]. Still, the words pera 'Irpjov 
do not so belong to ol war. TjpZw, as if they were 
intended to define the age of the latter with pre¬ 
cision, as, in that case they would necessarily be 
preceded by the article [». e. ol pera ] ; they be¬ 
long, strictly speaking, to the verb elrfyayov. 
A tadef&pevoi is not equivalent to successores , 
neither is it substituted for the adverb afterward* 
[ i postea , deinceps (Wolf.)], but conveys the thought 
that this generation had obtained possession of 
the tabernacle, as a sacred and preciouB inher¬ 
itance received from the fathers. The words kv 


Koraaxbau rtbv fdv., in so far lack precision as 
they term, when literally understood, the act 
of taking possession of the territory which be¬ 
longed to the conquered and expelled nations 
[edvvv], the act of taking possession of the na¬ 
tions themselves. The specification of the time: 
kbit tcjv Tjpeptiv Aavtd , does not belong to, l£ocev, 
as Euinoel and Baumgarten assert, but to ittfrya- 
yov . According to the former construction, the 
sense would be, that the work of expelling the 
Canaanitish nations had continued until the days 
of David. But the expulsion of those nations 
is treated as a subordinate point in the present 
passage, which refers mainly to the sanctuary 
and its history. If the words are, on the other 
hand, connected with eltfyyayov, they imply that 
the tabernacle had been brought with Joshua 
into the country, and had continued to be the 
sole sanctuary of Israel from that period to the 
age of David. 

Ver. 46, 47. Who—desired - of Jacob. 

—It is an arbitrary procedure, as far as the 
principles of lexicography are concerned, and 
also unnecessary, to assert (Kuinoel) that ^rijcaro 
is to be taken in the sense of desiderabat [instead 
of the more accurate version: asked for himself ( J. 
A. Alex. ; Hack.).— Tr.]. For, even if a petition 
of such a nature, addressed by David in prayer 
to God, is not found in the sacred narrative, ana¬ 
logous sentiments do occur in Ps cxxxii. (or Ps. 
cxxxi., according to the Septuagint). The first 
five verses doubtless occurred to the mind of 
Stephen at the moment, e. g. ver. 6 : ov r vpo 

t&kov Tip twp'np, OKfjvapa Tip dev ’IojcA/J. The 
word oKfpxjpa, as contradistinguished from axjpdf, 
designates a fixed and permanent dwelling-place, 
and here refers, as the connection shows, to a 
dwelling-place that is worthy of the God of Ja¬ 
cob, i. e. to an appropriate sanctuary. This 
urgent petition of David, which, in Ps. cxxxii. 
is expressed in the form of a vow, was not 
granted by God to the king. [Comp. 2 Sam. ch. 
vii.]. Stephen does not here aistinctly state this 
fact, but assumes that it is well-known to his 
hearers. It is also worthy of observation that 
the thought or wish respecting the building of a 
temple, and the subsequent completion of the 
building, are alike represented, in ver. 46 and 
ver. 47, as a thought of man and a work of man, 
and that neither was the result of a divine ap¬ 
pointment and command, or of divine directions 
concerning the details, as in the case of the tab- 

vny AA 

Ver.' 48-50. Howbeit the Moat High 
dwelleth not, etc.—The train of thought is 
the following:—Although Solomon was success¬ 
ful in substituting for the portable tent a well- 
built house, a magnificent temple, as the sanc¬ 
tuary, still the temple can never be regarded as 
the truly appropriate and exclusive dwelling- 
place of God, to which Jiis presence and the 
manifestation of himself are restricted. The 
particle of negation ovk after aXKd, is placed 
emphatically at the head of the sentence, as a 
protest against the delusive and superstitious 
opinions of the Jews respecting the dignity of 
the temple. The terms 6 fafnaTos and 
present a contrast. . The former, corresponding 
to the conception expressed by 6 debt rife 
sets forth the infinite glory and grandeur of 


Digitized by tjOOQle 



CHAP. VII. 44-68. 


181 


God; the latter (which the Septuagint has 
even employed in the place of the word sanctuary, 
i e. that of Moab } in Is&i. xvi. 12, and elsewhere 
applies to idols), is purposely used here without 
the word vadq. It thus contrasts the general 
conception of a human work with that of the 
Creator himself, and classes the Jewish delusion 
respecting the temple with the superstition that 
is connected with idols. The prophetic words to 
which Stephen appeals, Isai. lxvi. 1, 2, are 
quoted by him from the Septuagint with unim¬ 
portant verbal variations. They express the 
followingxbought:—The whole creation, vast as 
it is, is the dwelling-place of God, and therefore 
no hoase built by men can be his exclusive abode, 
or contain him. As He is himself the Creator of 
all things, he cannot need the aid of man in pre¬ 
paring the place of his rest. When Stephen 
repeats this prophetic passage, he indirectly 
tarnishes a divine declaration which sanctions 
any change of the temple-worship that might be 
effected through Jesus and the Gospel. He con¬ 
tends against, the delusion that the temple was, 
in an absolute sense, the necessary and only 
place in which God could be acceptably wor¬ 
shipped. [Comp, also Solomon's words, 1 Kings 
riiL 27; 2 Chron. vi. 1, 2, 18, and Paul’s, Acts 
xrii. 24.]. But he does not, as Baur and Zeller 
conjecture, intend to speak disparagingly of the 
temple itself, or of the worship offered in it. 
Not a trace of such a purpose can be found in 
his words, neither does the tenor or general plan 
of his discourse authorize the supposition that 
he was influenced by such a motive. 

Ykr. 51. Ye stiffnecked and uncircum- 
cised, etc.—The speaker very suddenly changed 
the tone in which he had hitherto addressed his 
hearers. He had sketched the ancient history 
of the people, but now speaks of his contempo¬ 
raries. He had spoken of earlier manifestations 
and interpositions of God, but now directs atten¬ 
tion to the Person of Christ. He had referred to 
former generations of Israel, but now dwells with 
a searching glance on his own timeB. He had 
hitherto spoken in an unimpassioned style, but now 
addresses his hearers with irrepressible indigna¬ 
tion and a flaming zeal. His historical state¬ 
ments had mainly served as means for vindicating 
budf, in view of the charges advanced by his 
enemies, and had only indirectly referred to the 
errors of his contemporaries. But his language 
now assumes an aggressive character, and, with all 
the fervor of a prophet, he accuses his hearers 
of grievous sins which they had committed. The 
transition is sudden, but by no means unnatural, 
fer even while the speaker repeated the history 
of former generations, his glance was fixed on 
Ms own age. There is, consequently, no reason 
for imagining that any external cause, any in¬ 
terruption on the part of the audience, such as 
•ogry outcries or thf eatening gestures, induoed 
8t«phen to adopt this severe style of address 
(Kninoel; Olshausen).—The humiliating accu- 
Mtion is frequently repeated in the Old Testa¬ 
ment, that the Israelites were stiffnecked and 
tuwrcumcised in heart and ears [a. g., Exod. 
mii. $; *xxiii. 8; Lev. xxvi. 41; Deut. x. 16; 
Eaek. xliw. 7, that is, “ rebellious, like a stubborn 
ox." (J. A. Alex.).—“ Circumcision, .viewed as a 

Purificatory rite (Sept. ircpucadapul= /Q , Deut. 


xxx. 6), and as a consecration, is figuratively 
ascribed to the heart and the ear.” (ae Wette). 
“The sense is: They are men whose mind and 
understanding are as rude as those of pagans ”. 
(Meyer).—T b.].—I t is here Stephen’s main pur¬ 
pose to rebuke the deep-rooted unwillingness of 
the Jews to be governed by the Spirit of God, 
and to submit to his will. Hence he produces 
the positive charge (which is designedly ex¬ 
pressed with great emphasis in the phrase: 
avrimirreiv r<p rrv. r. d.) that they violently resist¬ 
ed the guidance of the Spirit of God. The re¬ 
proach is, at the same time, so expressed, as to ap¬ 
ply to the entire people of Israel, in all their suc¬ 
cessive generations: d>s ol nartpes v/ujv koX vpels, 
and, vfieiq del — dvrininrere. 

Veb. 52. Which of the prophets have 
not your fathers persecuted ?—The proof 
of the charge: del r. irv. r. d. avTiirtirrere, is given. 
Their fathers persecuted and slew the prophets 
who spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, 
yea, persecuted them all without exception (riva 
—ovk ed.). Their ancestors had persecuted and 
slain those men who foretold that the Messiah 
would come, 6 d'ucatos, He who would be the only 
and the perfectly Righteous One, and who would 
“justify many.” Isai. liii. 11. All that the fa¬ 
thers had done to the prophets—Stephen con¬ 
tinues—the men of this generation have done to 
Him who was promised by the prophets. Of Him 
ye have become the betrayers and murder¬ 
ers. —They became rrpod&rai (corresponding to 
edujfav), by accusing Him, and delivering Him 
into the power of Pilate—and foveis (correspond* 
ing to dnkKretvav) by crucifying Him. 

Veb. 63. [Ye] who have received the 
law, els diaraydq ayytTujv, i. e., that it might be 
revered and obeyed, as consisting of regulations 
made by angels ( legem eo habendam loco , quo ha~ 
bendse essent constitutiones angelorum; Bengel). 
Meyer’s objection to this interpretation (namely, 
that it cannot be correct, since Israel received 
the law as containing commandments, not of an¬ 
gels, but of God) confounds Stephen’s words with 
those that are employed in Exod. oh. ii. [ver. 1, 
19, 22, where the angels are not mentioned}. 
The interpretation: legem ab angelispromulgatam, 
arbitrarily disowns the proper signification of 
el$, and confounds it with b [See Wuibb: Gram. 
N. T., i 82. 4, ult; { 49. a. ult.; J 60. 4. b.— 
Tb.]. It is certainly true that the original He¬ 
brew does not speak of the codperation of the 
angels at the giving of the law; but their pre¬ 
sence and operations on that occasion are men¬ 
tioned in rabbinic traditions, of which a trace 
may already be discovered in the Septuagint, 
Deut. xxxiii. 2 [the words: “from his right hand 
went a fiery law for them”, being there rendered: 
etc def-iuv airrov byyekoi per* avrov. —In Jos. Ant. 
xv. 5. 8, Herod says: “We have learned our— 
doctrines and — laws from God dC dyyihuv” 
“The key to the right rendering seems to be the 
similar expression in Gal. iii. 19— diarayels — an¬ 
nounced by angels; els dear, by., at the injunction 
of angels.” (Alford). Robinson, in Lex. adverb. 
translates: “according to fby) the arrangements 
of angels.” See also Heb. ii. 2. —Tb.]. —The re¬ 
lative drives always generalizes, by extending 
that which applies to one subject to many others 
of the same kind, or by evolving a general con- 
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oeption from a particular subject. Thus, in the 
oase before us, the present generation of the people 
of God is combined by Stephen with all that pre¬ 
ceded it, and all are placed in the same category 
by him—all are found to be alike disobedient to 
the law which they had received from God. This 
prominent feature in the character of the nation, 
is both the original cause, and also furnishes an 
explanation, of the conduct observed by the Is¬ 
raelites towards Jesus and his followers. 

Gexrral Eimabks [referred to in Exxo. note 
on Ver. 2,8 . a. —Tr.]. — a. The main design of the dis¬ 
course.—Interpreters have, at all times, differed 
widely in their statements of the general tenor 
of this discourse, as well as of its relation to the 
offenoes with which Stephen was charged, and to 
the course of history in general. Erasmus has, 
no doubt, expressed the real sentiments of many 
interpreters, when he says: Malta inesst , qum non 
ita multvm pertmere videantur ad id, quod mstituit. 
But Bengel is ftilly justified when he replies: 
Qwsmquam non pomt enuntiationes enuntiationibus 
adversariomm direete contradicentes, tamen ad omnia 
nervose responded There is, at all events, no rea¬ 
son to suppose, as Ruinoel does, that Stephen 
had not yet reached his main argument when he 
was interrupted by the tumultuous cries of his 
hearers, and that he was hastily executed before 
he had completed his discourse. Dr. Baur sug¬ 
gested subsequently ( De oral. hob. a Steph. eons., 
1829) that the following was the theme of the 
disoourse:—The more gloriously God manifested 
his grace to Israel, even from the beginning, the 
more perverse and ungrateful was the oonduct of 
the people. This proposition is strictly true, but 
it applies only to the Mosaic age, ver. 17 ff.; where¬ 
as not one word occurs in the part which refers to 
the patriarchial period, ver. 2-16, with the sole 
exoeption of ver. 9, which could suggest such a 
thought. Hence Luger (Ztoeek, etc., d. Rede, 
d. Steph., 1888), and Baumgarten (I. 181 ff.; 
142), have endeavored to find the leading thought 
of the discourse elsewhere. The former sup¬ 
poses it to be the subordination of the law to the 
promise; the latter finds it in the progressive 
character of divine revelation under the old co¬ 
venant. However,* Stephen does not assign such 
a prominent position to either of these thoughts, 
as to authorize us to suppose that he had chosen 
it as the theme of his discourse. But there is a 
view presented by him which reveals his main 
design in speakjng. In striking contrast with 
the dark shadow of man’s unbelief and disobe¬ 
dience to the Spirit of God, and to the men whom 
he sent,—a deep shadow that falls on Israel,— 
Stephen presents to our view the brightness of 
the 66£a of God, ver. 2. He dwells on the un¬ 
limited glory and the absolute independence of 
God, by virtue of which he revealed himself from 
the beginning, at any time or place, in any form 
or order, according to his own pleasure, not being 
restricted either to the temple as the exclusive 
place of his presence, or to the land of Canaan, as 
the only region suited for his revelations. It sure¬ 
ly cannot be regarded as a merely accidental cir¬ 
cumstance, that Mesopotamia (ver. 2), Egypt (ver. 
9, 10, 22, 84,86), the desert of Arabia (ver. 80 ff., 
86 ,88), together with the promised land itself (ver 


4 ff., 45), are mentioned as the regions in which 
God haa spoken with the fathers, and revealed 
himself in his miracles. It is, accordingly, the 
main design of Stephen’s discourse to combine 
both a vindication of himself, and also a sharp re¬ 
buke of his he&rerB with explanatory statements 
of the history of the people of Israel. The past 
is the mirror in which he views the present; it 
exhibits distinctly as well the glory and absolute 
sovereignty and liberty of God in revealing him¬ 
self, as also the insensibility ang perverseness of 
Israel, both in earlier ages and also at # the pre¬ 
sent time. The latter thought is expressed at 
the close, ver. 51 ff., in the form of a direct and 
emphatic reproach. 

b . The historical genuineness of the discourse . It 
is only very recently that the entire discourse has 
been represented as supposititious, and written, 
irrespectively of historical facts, at a later pe¬ 
riod, (Baur, Zeller, and B. Bauer). The argu¬ 
ment which has been adduced in support of this 
opinion, (namely, that the skill with which the 
materials are selected and arranged, betrays that 
it is an elaborate production of the pen), is by 
no means adapted to sustain it. The peculiar 
character of the discourse, on the contrary, 
(which has given rise to a very great diversity 
of opinions respecting its leading theme and real 
purpose,) is precisely an argument in favor of 
its genuineness. For, if it were spurious, and 
had been composed with only a general reference 
to the circumstances, it would, without doubt, 
have replied with far more fulness and directness 
to the charges brought against Stephen, than it 
does in its present form. It has also been rep¬ 
resented as altogether inconceivable that such a 
discourse should have been preserved, and handed 
down to a succeeding age with entire accuracy 
and precision. To this objection it may be re¬ 
plied: (1.) Such a discourse could be the more 
easily retained in the memory, precisely on ac¬ 
count of the historical matter which it presents, 
and the chronological order which it observes.— 
(2.) No circumstance could have operated more 
powerfully than the martyrdom of Stephen, 
which immediately followed the delivery of the 
discourse, in inducing the Christians of his day 
to remember his last words with deep feeling, to 
repeat them with devout and grateful sentiments, 
and, indeed, to commit them to writing at an 
early period, for the sake of preserving his 
dying testimony. It was in this spirit that, at a 
later period, the narratives concerning other 
martyrs were carefully written. It cannot be a 
source of embarrassment to us, that we do not 
know the name of the writer who first of all re¬ 
corded the discourse. It is obvious that he was 
a Christian, and not an enemy; it is not, in it¬ 
self, an improbable circumstance, that some Chris¬ 
tians may have been present as hearers at the 
meeting of the Sanhedrin, when the discourse 
was delivered. Still, even if Saul was also pre¬ 
sent at the time, as we have every reason to 
believe, the conjecture that he, rather than any 
other person, should have committed the discourse 
to writing (Baumgarten, 1.129), is not supported 
by a single consideration that is of weight. 
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DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. If the image of God himself could become 
an idol [yer. 41, note], the temple, the house of 
God, may also, by a gross perversion, become 
the medium through which man is conducted to 
superstitious and idolatrous practices. The 
tendency of fallen man to occupy himself with 
created objects, is here plainly seen. When he 
finds an object that reminds him of God, that 
guides him to God, and that aids him in his de¬ 
votions, he is apt to regard it as possessing an 
independent existence of its own, as invested 
with a holy and sanctifying power, and as a 
pledge of communion with God, and of eternal 
life. He now reveres it above its just claims, 
tnd thus it ultimately takes precedence even of 
the living and personal God himself. At this 
point superstition and idolatry appear in a fully 
developed form. Such an object was the temple, 
when the Israelites placed all their trust and 
confidence in it, and exclaimed: “The temple of 
the Lord is here [are these].” Jer. vii. 4. Such 
an object even the Church may become, that is, 
not merely the sacred edifice, but the Church of 
Christ itself, whenever ecclesiasticism is more 
highly exalted, even if unconsciously, than Chris¬ 
tianity, and whenever the living Christ and a 
living communion with him are reduoed to a 
subordinate rank. It is always appropriate, in 
such cases, to warn and admonish men, and to 
remind them in the most impressive manner, of 
their duty to worship God in spirit and in truth, 
to offer him the worship of the heart, and seek a 
living communion with him. It was in this 
manner that the ancient prophets bore witness, 
and rebuked the people; Stephen, who quotes the 
prophets, adopts the same course, in the present 
case. So, too, the Reformation was a return to 
the only acceptable mode of worshipping God, 
i in spirit and in truth. And it'iB even now 
needful to repeat the warning, to guard men 
against superstitious practices and the deifica¬ 
tion of jc/poirofyra, and teach them to beware of 
the cry: “Lo, here is Christ, or there.” Matth. 
xxiv. 23. 

2. The unity which is observable m the history 
of revelation, is admirably illustrated in the dis¬ 
course of Stephen, with respect both to God and 
to man. God had formerly given promises; he 
now fulfils them. He had formerly sent his ser¬ 
vants, the prophets, whose principal duty was 
no other than that of announcing the Messiah 
who was to come (ver. 62, comp, with ver. 87). 
The Just One, who was promised, has now come. 
But men resist the Spirit of God, and the counsel 
of his giace; the fathers persecuted, and even 
slew those men of God, the prophets; and, 
finally, their children and descendants betrayed 
and murdered that Just One. They received, 
but did not obey the law and the word of God 
Otyta £ Qvra). To them the offer of grace in 
Jesus is made; but they reject alike that offer 
and the kingdom of God. If the fathers did not 
keep the law in its spirit, their descendants imi¬ 
tate their example with respect to the Gospel and 
the grace that came by Jesus Christ. 


HOMILETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 44. According to the fashion that he 
had seen. —God has made religion on earth and 
man’s worship of him, conformable to the religioa 
of heaven, which is the true pattern; Mt vi. 10, 
“Thy will-in heaven.” (Quesn.) 

Ver. 46. Whom God drave out. — All 
uncleanness must be removed from the heart 
| which is to become the abode of God, even as 
the Canaanites were expelled when Israel en¬ 
tered in; 2 Tim. ii. 21. (Starke).—Be of good 
cheer, ye evangelioal heralds! Carry forth the 
witness of the word of Jesus into heathen lands 
with confidence. God will there drive out hea¬ 
thenism before your face, and raise up Chris¬ 
tians ! (id.). 

Ver. 46, 47. David desired-Solomon 

bnilt. —David was a type of Christ, who, in his 
humiliation, “prepared abundantly,” by the store 
of his merits, for the building of his church; (1 
Chron. xxii. 6.). Solomon was a type of Christ 
in his state of exaltation, building up his church 
with materials that were purchased with his 
blood; Eph. ii. 21. (Queen.).—The temple of 
Christ is built in the heart of him alone who 
loves peace [Solomon, t. e. pacific. J. (Starke). 

Ver. 48. The Most High dwelleth not 
in temples. — What materials does the Lord em¬ 
ploy m building his church t I. Not gold and 
silver (earthly power and splendor); II. Not 
wood and stone (the religion of mere decorum, 
an external, mechanical service); III. Not paper 
and parchment (external creeds and modes of 
church government); but, IV. Hearts that are 
endowed with life (established on Christ in faith, 
united together in love, and ripening in hope for 
heaven.).— Idolatry , not only without the pais of the 
church, but also m it, and by means of it. [See 
Doctb. No. 1, above.].— The divine right, ana the 
human imperfections of the visible church.—The 
mode in which God builds his temple: I. In the 
churoh; II. In the hearts of men; III. In heaven. 
—The manner in which the Holy Spirit builds the 
temple of God: I. In the church; II. In the 
closet; III. In the communion of saints; IV. At 
the consummation of the kingdom of God. (Kapfif, 
at the JSccl. Convention , 1867).— The true temple of 
God: I. The visible temple ought not to be un¬ 
dervalued, ver. 46, 47; II. The invisible temple 
ought not to be forgotten, ver. 48-60. 

Ver. 61. Ye-uncircumcised in heart 

and ears.—When the heart is unoircumcised, 
the ears are in the same condition. When our 
penitent hearers experience the power of the 
word of God in their hearts, they are willing to 
lend an ear to our words. But when they repel 
the word from their hearts, they also stop their 
ears, like the hearers of Stephen, ver. 67. (Ap. 
Past.). 

Ver. 62. Which of the prophets have not 
your fathers persecuted?— The striking uni¬ 
formity observable in the kingdom of God [see 
Doctr. No. 2, above]: I. On the part of God 
(unchanging grace and truth); II. On the part 
of man (continued blindness and hardness of 
heart).—We often extol the excellence and holi¬ 
ness of the founders of useful institutions, with- 
| out, however, manifesting their spirit (Quesn.). 
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Ver. 68. Who have received the law 
... not kept it. —The pagans, who have re- 
oeived the law taught by nature, are punished 
when they transgress it £Rom. i. 20 ff: iL 14,16]. 
Of how much sorer punishment are they worthy, 
who haTe received the law by the revelation of 
God, and, nevertheless, trample it under their 
feet! (Starke). 

On THl WHOLE DISCOURSE OF STEPHEN. —The 
holy men of Ood of former ages y exhibited to posterity: 
I. As heralds, who proclaim aloud the grace and 
truth of God; II. As preachers of repentance, who 
address a degenerate race.— [Stephen's discussiory 
with the Jews (vi. 9, 10; vii. 2-68): I. The causes 
whioh led to theft: (a) His evangelical labors; 
(6) their ignorance and prejudices. IL The 


manner in which they were conducted: (a) Oa 
the part of Stephen; ( b) on the part of the Jews. 
III. The virtual triumph of the truth: (a) Re¬ 
vealed in “ the wisdom and the spirit by which 
Stephen spake ” (vi. 10); (6) and in the inability 
of the Jews to resist by argument (vi. 10; viL 
64, 67). IV. The results: (a) Revengeful feel¬ 
ings in the adversaries of the truth; (6) convic¬ 
tion produced in the minds of the candid. (The 
whole suggesting the following: (1) The repetition 
of such scenes in the subsequent history of reli. 
gion; (2) the weapons which religion employs; 
(8) The guilt of those who reject religious truth; 
(4) The final decision of all disputes by the Judge 
of the living and the dead.—T r.] 


C.— STEPHEN is STONED, BUT DIBS WITH BLB8S1D HOPB8, ▲ CONQUEROR THROUGH THB NAME QF JESUS. 

Chapter VII. 64-60. 

64 .[But] When they heard these things, they were out to the heart, and they gnashed 

55 on him with their teeth. ♦But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly 
into [to] heaven, and Baw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand 

56 of God, *And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, 1 and the Son of man standing 

57 on the right hand of God. *Then they cried out 1 with a loud voice, and stopped their 

58 ears, and ran [rushed] upon him with one accord, ♦And cast him out of the city, and 
'stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose 

59 name was Saul. *And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God*, and [invoking, and] 

60 saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. *And [But] he kneeled down, and cried with a 
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he 
fell asleep. 

l Ver. 66. Tiachendorf, who follows the authority of A. B. C. [also Cod. Sin.], prefer* the reading Sup’otyuApew to 
the latter is the usual reading, and is attested by D. E. H., as well as some of the lathers. [Lech, and AIL con¬ 
cur with Tisch.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 6T. <cp4£arrof, in place of the usual reading, «clodfa^m, is found onl v in one manuscript [a minuscule ms.], and 
is unquestionably spurious. [The plural, of text rec M is found also in Cod. Sin., and is retained by all* the recent 
editors.—Tm.] 

* Ver. 69. [ u Upon Ood is introduced by the Genera version, and King James’s, no doubt with a good design, but with 
a very bad effect, that of separating Stephen’s invocation from its object, and obscuring, if not utterly concealing, a strong 
proof of the divinity of Christ.” (Alexander).-—Ta.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 64. When they heard these things. 
—The terms of reproach which the speaker em¬ 
ployed, when he reminded his hearers of their 
ungodly sentiment, their violations 'of the law, 
and the guilt which they had contracted by cru¬ 
cifying Jesus, deeply wounded their pride. Their 
wrath, which they could scarcely control, found 
a vent, when he uttered the next words. [For 
dteirplovro, see above, note No. 3, on oh. v. 83, ap¬ 
pended to the text.— Tr.] 

Ver. 66, 66. But he, being full of the 
Holy Ghost. —While his hearers yielded more 
and more to their violent passions, and were 
filled with a carnal fire, and, indeed, with a 
spirit from the bottomless pit, the soul of this 
faithful witness, on the contrary, was filled, by 
the grace of God, with a heavenly fire—he was 


full of the Holy Ghost from above. Instead of 
looking at the men who surrounded him, and 
whose increasing fury might have inspired him 
with fear, or awakened a carnal ae&l in his own 
soul, he looked'up, and, full of faith and hope, 
directed his longing glance towards heaven. 
And he gases in the spirit, in an eostasy, on an 
object which the eye of the body canndt behold, 
and which no other person in that place saw at 
that moment, namely, the 66t-a Oeov (comp. 6 Bed? 
r. ver. 2), the celestial splendor in which 

God himself appears; he saw, too, Jesus stand¬ 
ing on the right hand of God. As a fearless 
confessor, he declares aloud all that he beholds. 
He mentions, in ver. 66, two particulars which 
characterise this internal vision:—first, the 
heavens are opened even unto the innermost 
sanctuary, unto the highest heaven (and here the 
plural number claims attention) [“the third 
heaven,” 2 Oor. xiL 2; see the Rote on the paas- 
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igt in a subsequent ?olume.—T r.]; secondly, be 
sees the Son of man standing on the right 
hand of God. It is remarkable that be here 
applies the name to Jesus, 6 vid? tov av&pAnov, 
which the Saviour himself so frequently employs, 
while the four Gospels do not mention a single 
caae in which it was pronounced by another: 
and neither the evangelists nor the apostles em¬ 
ploy it themselves in the Gospels, the Acts, or the 
Epistles. [The phrase: “like unto the Son of 
man”, Rev. i. 18; xiv. 14, is peculiar.—T r.]. 
Bat here Stephen, to whom, perhaps, the language 
in Dan. viL 18, 14, [or, possibly, that in Matt. 
xxtl 64 (Alford)] occurred at the moment, ap¬ 
plies this name to the Messiah, Jesus. The em¬ 
ployment of it in the present passage is, unques¬ 
tionably, an evidence of the historical fidelity of 
the narrative before us.—Another peculiarity in 
the language of Stephen is the circumstance that 
he sees Jesus standing (iarcrra) on the right 
hand of God. The Lord is always described, 
both in his own statements (Matt. xxvi. 64), and 
in those of the apostles and evangelists (e. g. y 
Eph. i. 20 ; Mark xvi. 19), as tilting at the right 
hand of God. Here, too, the language before us 
strikingly differs from the usual form of expres¬ 
sion, and thus furnishes another illustration of 
the genuineness and fidelity of the whole narra¬ 
tive. What is implied by the fact that Jesus is 
standing at the right hand of God ? Doubtless, 
that he has arisen, and stands ready to receive 
and welcome this faithful witness (comp. ver. 59), 
qnati obvntm Stephana . (Bengel). [ChrysoBtom 
had already replied to the question just pro¬ 
posed: iva rr)v dvTtlrpptv tt)v tig tov p&prvpa. 

(Alf. ad loc.). —Tb.]. The credibility of this 
statement respecting the vision, is attested by 
the circumstance that it was seen by him alone, 
and by no other, inasmuch as the account in ver. 
65 could have been derived only from his own 
words as reported in ver. 66. It is needless to 
resort either to the attenuating interpretation 
that Stephen merely intended to express his un¬ 
shaken faith in the glorification of Jesus, and in his 
own early entrance into heaven (Michaelis), or 
to the neutralizing conjecture that the historian 
himself had simply wished to give distinctness 
and force to his individual view, by expressing 
himself as if an ecstatic vision had actually been 
granted to Stephen. 

Vn. 67. Then they cried out. —The exas¬ 
peration of the hearers reached its height, and 
could no longer be controlled, when Stephen 
bore witness, in accordance with the vision, to 
the exaltation and glorification of Jesus. They 
began to utter loud cries, in order that he might 
net be understood, and stopped their ears, so that 
they might not hear his supposed blasphemies. 
Then they rushed upon him in a body, drove him 
with violence from the city and stoned him. The 
session of the council was suddenly brought to a 
dose by the fanatical tumult which commenced; 
and the lapidation which followed, was, profess¬ 
edly, a religious act, an example of popular jus¬ 
tice. It is apparent that a judicial decision had 
net yet been formally announced (Ewald), and, 
farther, that no sentence pronounced by the San¬ 
hedrin had yet been submitted to the Roman pro¬ 
curator, without whose sanction the Jews could 
not inflict capital punishments [John xviii. 81]. 


In these respects the proceedings were unjustifi¬ 
able and illegal. But we are by no means au¬ 
thorized by the facts before us, to assert that 
such a tumultuary termination of a session of 
the Sanhedrin (which obviously "began amid much 
excitement), could not possibly have ocourred in 
reality. There is no reason whatever for denying 
the historical accuracy of the narrative, and as¬ 
suming, as Baur and Zeller are inclined to do, 
first, that the whole occurrence was nothing 
more, even from the beginning, than a popular 
tumult, and secondly, that the account of the of¬ 
ficial action of the Sanhedrin should be wholly 
rejected, as an unhistorical addition.—They cast 
him i£u rfft ir6Xeuc, in accordance with the law. 
Lev. xxiv. 14, that a blasphemer should be 
stoned “without the camp”, in order that the 
abode of the people might not be desecrated by 
an execution. [Comp. 1 Kings xxi. 18; Hebr. 
xiii. 12, 18.] 

Ver. 58. Stoned him ; the term Ifo&opdlow 
is here employed summarily, or by way of an¬ 
ticipation, and is not to be understood in the 
sense that they prepared or attempted ( conatus) to 
stone him; the fact itself is stated in its proper 
order in the next verse.— And the witnesses 
laid down their clothes. —The men who had 
witnessed against Stephen, ch. vi. 18, were re¬ 
quired by the law (Deut. xvii. 7) to cast the first 
stones on the transgressor. In order that they 
might not be impeded in the act by their wide 
and flowing upper garments, they laid these 
aside, and intrusted them to the care of the young 
man who was named Saul. Then they and the 
rest of the people hurled stones at Stephen. 

Ver. 69. Stephen, calling upon, etc.—The 
dying martyr uttered two exclamations: the first 
is a petition referring to himself; he beseeches 
Jesus, the exalted Lord, to receive his departing 
spirit unto himself in heaven. He utters the 
second with a loud and distinct voice, on his 
knees; it is an intercessory petition for the for¬ 
giveness of his murderers. [It is “oopied from 
our Lord’s upon the cross, Lu. xxiii. 84” (J. A. 
Alex.), but “no parallel to it can be. found, out 
of Christian history.” (Hack.). — Tr.]. — Mi) 
orfjoTy;—ryv dp. Tairnjv, literally translated, is: 
“Establish not this sin unto them”, (comp. Rom. 
x. 8), the antithetic or corresponding term [to 
lardvaL, here, subj. aor.—T r.] being tyitvau 
Others translate: “Weigh not this sin unto 
them”, i. e. “Do not recompense them aocording 
to strict justice.” Both of the petitions are ad¬ 
dressed to Jesus; this is, undeniably, true of the 
former, unless we offer violence to the text, 
(namely, by arbitrarily pronouncing *1 ijaov to be 
a genitive); [“It is in the vocative case, as in 
Rev. xxii. 20.” (de Wette).—T r.]; it is equally 
true with regard to the latter. [For the words: 
upon God , in the English version, see note 8 
above, appended to the text.—T r.] 

Ver. 60. And when he had said this, he 
feU asleep.—Luke describes the end of Stephen 
by designedly employing a word [occurring, e. g. y 
John xL 11; Acts xiii. 86; 2 Pet iii. 4], which 
does not, at first view, seem to correspond in the 
least to a violent and bloody death. He evidently 
intends to imply by it, that the end of the noble 
disciple had, nevertheless, been peaceful, through 
the divine power and grace of the Redeemer, 
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who overcame for him the terrors of a bloody 
death, and received his spirit. For although 
Stephen was overpowered and murdered by law¬ 
less violence and a brutal fury that was set on 
fire of hell, nevertheless, even when he suo- 
cumbed, he gained a glorious victory by his 
steadfast faith, his forgiving love, and his pa¬ 
tience. The people of Israel seemed, indeed, to 
have prevailed, when they silenced this enlight¬ 
ened and bold confessor of Jesus, by robbing him 
of life. But they sustained a vast moral and re¬ 
ligious loss, through their implacable hostility 
towards Stephen, their increased obduracy and 
opposition to the truth, and the growing power 
which their mad passions acquired over them. 
They degraded themselves, became a prey to 
their delusions and passions, and were, in truth, 
not the conquering, but the conquered party. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The vision , or view of the opened sanctuary 
of heaven, which was granted to Stephen imme¬ 
diately before his cruel death, and which was 
intended to strengtheii his faith and establish 
his earnestness of purpose, was not an objective 
appearance, but an internal illumination. For 
It was solely by virtue of the fulness of the Holy 
Qhost imparted to him, that he was enabled to 
glance into heaven. The operations of the Holy 
Spirit, proceeding forth from the soul, not only 
furnished him with internal views, but also em¬ 
bodied, as it were, the objects seen, and presented 
them to the external eye, so that he saw with his 
eyes (idofr, deopu) what his heart had previously 
believed. This teeing was a foretaste of that 
“sight” which, in the world of glory, will take 
the place of “faith.” [2 Cor. v. 7.] 

2. The Son of man standing on the right hand of 
Ood. —Stephen sees and recognises Jesus; he 
had doubtless previously known him on earth, 
loved him as his Lord, and often heard the term 
“Son of man” proceeding from his lips. He 
now sees him, exalted to the right hand of God, 
it is true, but still appearing as man. The Re¬ 
deemer is, and remains, He who was born of a 
woman [Gal. iv. 4], true man.—The Scriptures 
employ various modes of expression, when the 
state of exaltation of Jesus Christ is described. 
The apostles and evangelists say that he tat down 
(Mark xvi. 19; Rev. iii. 21), or that Ood set him at 
his right hand (Eph. i. 20). Jesus himself says: 
“Ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming, etc.” (Matt, 
xxvi. 64). And here Stephen sees him standing at 
the right hand of God. All these terms express, 
partly, the most perfect personal union of Jesus 
with God the Father, and, partly, the plenitude of 
his divine power and authority. But these differ¬ 
ent modes of expression are, without doubt, de¬ 
signed to prevent the Christian from adhering to 
any one conception exclusively, as if it alone cor¬ 
responded to the reality, and to remind him that 
any term which may be employed, is still only an 
image presented to our faith, and not the heav¬ 
enly reality itself as an object of sight. 

8. We cannot entertain a single doubt, sug¬ 
gested by exegetical considerations, that 8tephen 
called on Jesus himself, and prayed to Him. He 
had, in his ecstatic vision, seen Jesus, looking 


down on him with kindness and love, willing and 
ready to receive him. Nothing was, therefore, 
more natural, than that he should call on Him in 
behalf of himself and his murderers. Who 
would censure him for doing so ? It is precisely 
because Jesus is exalted to the right hand of God 
the Father, is most intimately united with him, 
and participates in the government of all things, 
that men are at liberty and under obligations to 
call on him in prayers addressed directly to him. 
r“The Christians called on Jesus, ch. ix. 14, 
21; xxii. 16; comp. ii. 21; Rom. x. 12, 18.” 

i de Wette); see above, Exso. note on ch. i. 24.— 
'a.].—Such prayers cannot impair, indeed, they 
rather promote, the divine honor of the Father 
(Phil. ii. 10 if.), who has so highly exalted Jesus 
Christ his Son, that men may honor him, even 
as they honor the Father [John v. 28]. The 
case would, of oourse, be very different, if an in¬ 
dividual should pray to Christ alone, and never 
call on God the Father; the New Testament fur¬ 
nishes no authority for such a course either by 
precept or example. The prayers which occur 
in it, are, in the great majority of cases, addressed 
to God, who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
4. The martyrdom of Stephen is the only case 
of the kind which is described in detail in m 
Acts, and, indeed, in the whole New Testament 
He is the first of all those who, under the new 
covenant, sealed their testimony with their blood; 
a cloud of witnesses followed after him. And 
the history of these martyrs, who died for the 
sake of the Gospel, and kept “the patience and 
the faith of the saints” [Rev. xiii. 10], abounds 
in instructive materials. But here, too, as else¬ 
where [see Doctr. etc. on ver. 44-68, No. 1], the 
sinful tendency of man to substitute the creature 
for the Creator, and to allow Him to recede from 
the view, through whom alone salvation can be 
obtained, and who alone possesses absolutely per¬ 
fect merit, has more than once betrayed its influ¬ 
ence. To this error the history of Stephen is 
already intended by the Holy Spirit to offer a 
barrier; for, in the first place, we have here the 
only case of martyrdom of which the New Testa¬ 
ment gives a full account; and, in the teoond 
place, even this narrative designs, when its whole 
tenor is carefully examined, to give prominence 
and glory, not to Stephen, but, in truth, to Jems 
Christ alone. For if the sufferings and death of 
Stephen exhibit any noble and holy features, and 
if they, in any form, terminate in victory, this is 
the result solely of “the fellowship of” Stephen's 
“sufferings” with those of Christ, he “being 
made conformable unto His death.” [PhiL iii 
10]. As Jesus prayed on the cross: “Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit,” [Lu. xxiii 
46], so Stephen prayed: “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” And as the Redeemer offered up the 
supplication for his enemies: “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do,” [Lu. 
xxiii. 84], so Stephen offered an entreaty in be¬ 
half of his murderers: “Lord, lay not this sin 
to their charge.” The dying man’s soul is, veiy 
evidently, occupied with the crucifixion of Jesus, 
and with the words which he pronounoed on the 
cross. It was, indeed, Christ himself, dwelling 
in him by faith, who spoke through him and suf¬ 
fered in kirn; Stephen’s soul, his words and his 
acts, like a mirror, reflected the image of Jesus 
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himself. In him and in his martyrdom, Christ 
was glorified. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vim. 64. Gnashed on him with their 
teeth. —As a chained dog seises with his teeth 
the man that attempts to release him, so wioked 
men cannot endure the contact of those who de¬ 
sire to deliver them from bondage, and begin to 
read them as enemies. Matth. vii. 6. (Starke.) 

Vi*. 55. Looked up into heaven. —Heaven 
accepts of that which the earth rejects. (Starke). 
—God grants to many dying believers, through 
his great mercy, a foretaste of the joys of life 
eternal— Jeans standing on the right hand 
of God.— The exalted Saviour: L Sitting on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high [Hebr. i. 8; 
viiL 1]; (a) ruling over all with God; ( b) the 
Judge of the world; bnt also, II. Standing , ready 

to protect his people against their enemies; 
(b) to receive them, when they have “ fought the 
good fight of faith” [1 Tim. vi. 121. 

Van. 56. Behold, I see the heavens 
Opened. —The heavens opened above the death¬ 
bed of the believer.— The Son of man stand¬ 
ing, etc.—It is only through Christ, and m him, 
that the heavens are opened, whether we live, or 
whether we die.— Christ , even on the right hand of 
God, is still the Son of man; the instruction and 
consolation, which this truth affords, whether we 
contemplate the present life, or the life to come. 

Vi*. 58. And oast him out of the city, 
and atoned him. —Blessed are the afflictions 
that conduct us to God himself! When the world 
caste us from its bosom, we ascend to Abraham’s 
bosom. > (Starke).—He, too, was thrust out of 
the city, whose name Stephen confessed. The 
fkithful witnesses of Jesus still hear the cry re¬ 
peated: “Out of the city!” We cannot long 
preach Christ in any city without molestation; 
even if stones are not always thrown at ns, the 
filth of slander is heaped upon us. (Gossner).— 
Now liest thou there, beloved Stephen! This is 
the reward whioh the world gives to the servants 
and faithful followers of our blessed Lord Jesus 
Christ. 8uch is the death of true saints. (Lu- 
ther).— The stones which the world casts at the wit¬ 
nesses of God : they become, I. Monuments, pro¬ 
claims g the shame of the enemies of the truth; 
Q. Precious stones, in the crowns of glorified 
martyrs; IIL The seed of a new life for the 
Church of Christ.— A young man’s feet, 
whose name was SauL—They stone one wit¬ 
ness, but God is preparing another to take his 
place. (Starke). 

Via. 69. Lord Jesus, reoeive my spirit! 
— Lord Jews! Lord Jesus ! This is the glorious 
battle-cry of the children of God; the watohword 
by whioh we recognise one another, the sound of 
the trumpet at which the walls of Jericho fall 
down. It rings in the Churoh of God like the 
alarm-bell which proclaims that a conflagration 
is raging in the city—it resounds like the signal- 
gun when the enemy approaches. Lord Jesus! 
This is the ory of the new-born babe in Christ, the 
exclamation of the aged pilgrim who is leaving the 
world—it is the utterance of all their grief and 
their hope. Lord Jesus! This is our sword, our 
pilgrim’s staffs our whole dependence. Stephen 


commits his soul into the hands of his King: 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” O sure and 
blessed refuge of the soul! We are happy when 
we fall into these priestly hands, and are offered 
up on this altar. Many an individual becomes 
aware only in the last moments of his life, that 
he has a soul, which can no longer walk in the 
same way with the flesh. Whither shall this soul 
go? Shall it return to the world? But the gate 
is closed. Slyril it fall into the hands of Sa¬ 
tan? That would be an awful doom. Shall it 
fall into the hands of the Almighty ? But he is 
a consuming fire. Shall it seek Jesus? But it 
does not believe in him. Cruel perplexity! Ste¬ 
phen’s soul enjoys a holy calm—it knows the wajr 
of peace. He reposes on the bosom of bis Medi¬ 
ator: “Lord J68us, reoeive my spirit!” (Krum- 
macher). 

Via. 60. Lord, lay not this ain to their 
charge !—This petition of Stephen, viewed in its 
different aspects: as the petition, I. Of a dying 
man; II. Of a man who forgets his personal con¬ 
cerns ; III. Of a man who seeks nothing but the 
kingdom of God. (Schleiermaoher).— SiStephanvs 
non sic orasset , ecclesia Paulum non haberet. (Augus¬ 
tine).— He fell aaleep. —Not many words are ex¬ 
pended on the pains and death endured by Ste¬ 
phen; they were a “light affliction and but for 
a moment” [2 Cor. iv. 17], “not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that Bhall be revealed in 
us.” [Rom. viii. 18]. Hence, the historian brief¬ 
ly says: “ He fell asleep.” It may, in truth, bo 
said, that when the saint dies, he falls asleep; 
“there remaineth a rest to the people of God.” 
[Heb. iv. 9]. (Apost. Past.).— The best will and 
testament of the Christian: it is that which com¬ 
mends, I. The soul, to heaven; II. The body, to 
the earth; III. Friends, to the divine protection; 
IV. Enemies, to the divine compassion. (Starke). 
— The death of Stephen: I. Directing his last 
glance to heaven; II. Bearing his last testimony 
to the Lord ; III. Devoting his last care to his 
spirit; IV. Offering his last prayer for his ono- 
mies. (Florey).— The suffering and dying Stephen, 
a mirror refecting the image of the crucified Jesus: 
I. The shame of the cross; both appearing before 
the same great Council, falsely accused, unjustly 
condemned, oast out of the city; II. The glory 
of the oross; in both, fearlessness in self-de¬ 
fence, patient endurance, ardent love of enemies 
(the first word of Jesus [Luke xxiii. 84], the 
last of Stephen), a blessed hope of heaven (the 
last word of Jeans, the first of Stephen).— The 
Christian's chamber of death: I. The battle-field 
on which faith overcomes the word; II. The 
sanctuary of holy love; III. The scene of the tri¬ 
umph of Christian hope.— The first evangelical 
martyr: I. The cause for whioh he suffers; IL 
The divine aid which he receives; IIL The frame 
of mind in whioh he dies. (Krummacher).— The 
power of Christ, manifested in believers: I. He ena¬ 
bles them to confess him with such joyonsnoss 
and courage, that no enemies can resist them, 
oh. vi. 8-10; II. He adorns them with such pu¬ 
rity of life, that even the tongue of slander 
cannot reach them, oh. vi. 11-18; IIL He fills 
them with such meekness and love, that they 
pray even for their worst enemies; oh. vii. 59; 
IV. He soothes them in the hour of death, by af¬ 
fording them * view of his eternal glory, eh. viL 
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55, 59. (Leonh. and Spiegelh.).— The example of 
Stephen: it teaches as, that the Christian possess¬ 
es, I. The zeal and the wisdom of faith, in his 
walk and conversation; II. The serenity and the 
courage of faith, in his trials; III. The confidence 
and the peace of faith, in the hour of death. 
(Bachmnnn). —The honorable badge* by which the 
Lord distinguished the nobility of soul of hie faithful 
dieciple Stephen: I. He was full of faith and pow¬ 
er, and did great wonders and miracles among 
the people fch. vi. 81; II. He was filled with a 
cheerful and unshrinking courage, when he suf¬ 
fered from the injustice of the world; III. He 
beheld the approach of death with firmness and 
holy hope; IV. His memory was blessed [Prov. 
x. 7], and wrought a new life (Saul), even after 
he had fallen asleep. (W. Hofacker).— Stephen, 
and hie three crown* (his Greek name signifies, a 
crown): I. The beautiful crown of grace, with 
which the Lord adorned him in his words and 
works; II. The bloody crown of thorns, which, 
like his Saviour, he wore in suffering and in 
death; III. The heavenly crown of honor, which 
was laid up [2 Tim. iv. 8] in eternity for this 
faithful martyr.— The three birthday* of the Chris¬ 
tian: in consequence of the birth of Christ, I. Our 
spiritual birth becomes possible; IL Our bodily 
birth is a welcome event; III. Our eternal birth 


is sure. (Strauss, on the feetival of St. Stephen 
[Deo. 26], in allusion to Christmas [Dec. 25].).—. 
The manifestation of Jesut Christ is both unto life, 
and unto death: I. It is unto life (the primitive 
church; the power of the wisdom and the words of 
Stephen) ; II. It is unto death (bodily, spiritual 
death); III. In death, it is unto life (the happy 
end of Stephen; the conversion of Saul). (W. 
Hofacker).—The manger, the path to the cross ; the 
cross, the path to heaven. (Kapff). —The manger, the 
cross, and the crown, the three stations in the life of 
the disciple, as of the Master.—The dying Stephen, € 
conqueror: I. He overcomes the murderous cry of 
a hostile world, when he looks with the eye of 
faith into heaven, ver. 54, 55; II. He overcomes 
the bitterness of death, when he serenely com¬ 
mits his spirit into the hands of Jesus, ver. 58-* 
58; III. He overcomes his own flesh and blood, 
when he offers an intercessory prayer for his mur¬ 
derers, ver. 59.— Why is Stephen's death the only 
case of martyrdom described in the New Testament t 
I. This narrative exhibits the leading features 
of all succeeding cases of martyrdom; IL It 
stands alone, in order that here, too, the glory 
of Christ may. not be diminished, and that we 
may, like the dying Stephen himself, look first of 
all to Him who is the author and finisher of our 
faith. [Heb. xii. 2]. 


PART THIRD. 

The Church of Christ throughout Judea, and Samaria, and in its transition 
to the Gentiles. Ch. viii.—xii. 


SECTION I. 

THE PERSECUTION OP THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM, WHICH BEGAN WITH THE 
STONING OF STEPHEN, AND IN WHICH SAUL ESPECIALLY TOOK AN ACTIVE 
PART, OCCASIONS THE DISPERSION OF THE BELIEVERS THROUGHOUT JUDEA 
AND SAMARIA, BUT ALSO LEADS TO THE PROMULGATION OF THE GOSPEL IN 
THESE REGIONS, AND EVEN TO THE CONVERSION OF A PROSELYTE FROM A 
DISTANT COUNTRY. 

Chapter vm. 


A. —THE VLIGHT OF THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH FROM JERUSALEM, LEADS TO THE PROMULGATION 
OF THE GOSPEL IN JUDEA, AND EVEN IN SAMARIA. PHILIP PREACHES 0HEIST TO THE 8AMARITANS 
WITH 8UCCE88, AND SIMON THE SORCERER HIMSELF IS BAPTIZED. THE APOSTLES PETER AND JOHN 
SUBSEQUENTLY ARRIVE; THEY CONFER THE OIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST, AND UNMASK SIMON. 

% Chapter VIIL 1-26. 

{ L Persecution and Dispersion. 

Chapter VIII. 1-4. 

1 And [But] Saul was consenting unto [had pleasure in] his death [execution]. 
And at that time [on that day] there was [arose] a great persecution against the 
church which was at Jerusalem; and [but] 1 they were all scattered abroad through- 

2 out the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. *And [But] devout men 
carried Stephen to his burial [buried Stephen], and made 1 great lamentation [wailing] 
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3 over him. *As for Saul, he [Bat Saul] made hayoo of [ravaged] the church, enter¬ 
ing into every house, [entering (here and there) into houses], ana haling [dragging] 

4 men and women, committed them to prison. * Therefore they that were scattered 
abroad went every where [went further] preaching the word [the Gospel, X6yov\. 

1 Var. 1. wm? M. The particle re [of the text, ree.l it attested only by the Alexandrian MS. [A.], and the Syriac, 
as veil as the two [Rxcss: Gcsch. d. h . Sch. N. T. J431.] Ethiopic versions; whereas, all the other minuscule mas. and an¬ 
cient versions read to. which is, accordingly, to be preferred. [to is found in B. C. I>. E. U. and adopted by Loch., Tlsch. 
sad Alt Neither particle is found in Cod. Sin., but a later hand (C) prefixed cat to wqmt .—Tr.] 

1 Ter. 2. [Lachm., with whom de Wette agrees, reads iwoiryaav before tcowtror, with A. B. C. bnt Tlsch. and Alt, fol¬ 
lowing E. U. read with teat. ree. Iwoi^c-arro, the former being, according to Alt, very probably a later correction.—Cod. 
8m. hratyoar.—TX-J 


EXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vie. 1 a. And Saul was oonaenting onto 
his death. —Tischendorf [and Slier, with whom 
J. A Alex, and Hack, agree] attaches this short 
Motencerto ch. vii. at the end. But it belongs 
rather to the commencement of the present chap¬ 
ter, since it serves to introduce the narrative of 
that persecution of the Christians which now 
began to extend. And even the construction: ty 
(pm&oKup 9 in place of the simple past tense, im¬ 
plying continuance of time [Winer: Oram. N. T. 
j 46. 6. —Tr.], derivee lie significance here 
nainly from the facts that are now to be related. 

b. And at that time - - - persecution.— 
The expression tv etcttvy ry r/fiipy, is usually un¬ 
derstood in the widest sense, as equivalent to: 
“At that time” (Luther’s [and Engl.] version). 
There is, however, no reason for departing 
from the literal sense: “On that day.” We 
might rather infer a priori, from psychological 
considerations, as well as from others furnished 
by the natural sequence of events, that the 
stoning of Stephen would be immediately fol¬ 
lowed by an outbreak of fanaticism, of which the 
Christians generally would be the victims. Ben- 
gel accordingly remarks on U. r. ifyi.: non dif- 
ferebant advertartL As a wild beast that has 
once tasted blood, is ever afterwards governed 
by a thirst for it, so the brutal passions of men, 
when they are once roused, and especially when 
they are combined with religious fanaticism, ac¬ 
quire additional ferocity after every successful 
outbreak. It is not probable that many days 
passed by, before the great persecution began; 
it ia possible, that the mass of the Jews, on return¬ 
ing to the city, at once began a general attack on 
the Christians. And this persecution was, with¬ 
out doubt, not exclusively a measure adopted by 
thetheocratical authorities but rather the act of 
the people, who had previously been “stirred 
up.” according to ch. vi. 12, and had now partici¬ 
pated fn the act of stoning Stephen. 

t. They were all scattered abroad. —The 
members of the church fled from the persecution 
to which they were exposed in the capital, in 
eecordance with the direction and permission of 
the Redeemer (Matth. x. 28). They retired at 
first to the surrounding regions of Judea, and 
sought places of refbge in other cities or in vil¬ 
las; many of them subsequently withdrew to 
the territory of Samaria. It is, however, question¬ 
able whether the term ir&vreg is to be literally un¬ 
derstood, in the sense the.1 every Christian left the 
city. Luke himself reports one exception, when 
he appends the words: ita^v tuv ancxrrdXuv, so that 
it is certain that at least the apostles remained in 


Jerusalem. They regard that oily as the post to 
which the command of the Lord had assigned them, 
and which they do not feel at liberty to abandon, 
without au express declaration of his will. And, 
besides, the holy city, the central point of Israel, 
was still, in their view, the future oentral point 
of the kingdom of Christ. The apostles, there¬ 
fore, supported by their faith, courageously main¬ 
tained their position in the midst of the dangers 
which threatened them. But did not a single 
Christian, with the exception of the twelve apos¬ 
tles remain in Jerusalem? It is not probable 
that such was the fact, particularly when we 
consider the circumstance that, not long after¬ 
wards, oh. ix. 26, disciples are found present in 
Jerusalem, in addition to the apostles, who are 
themselves not mentioned until the facts stated 
in ver. 27, are introduced. An additional argu¬ 
ment against the literal meaning of tt avres is fur¬ 
nished by ver. 8, of the present chapter, as some 
interpreters suppose, since even after the disper¬ 
sion mentioned in ver. 1, Saul was able to ravage 
the church, by dragging men and women to ' 
prison (Moyer). But we do not ascribe any im¬ 
portance to this argument, as ver. 8 appears to 
us not to describe subsequent events, but rather 
to present, more in detail, one aspect precisely 
of that Siuyybq which had been mentioned only in 
general terms in ver. 1. Still we cannot be con¬ 
vinced that Trdvrcf is to be here understood in its 
strict and literal sense; the term is rather to be 
regarded as employed in a hyperbolical manner 
[Meyer; de Wette; as in ch. iii. 18; Mt. iii. 6; 
Mark i. 87; vi. 88; John iii. 26; the word here 
“need not be pressed so as to include every indi¬ 
vidual.” (Hackett).—T r.]. But this view does 
not authorize us to take ir&vrec at once in the 
sense of multi (Kuinoel), nor to restrict it to the 
doctores (Bengel), nor to assume that kKtOjjoiav des¬ 
ignates exclusively the Hellenistic part of the 
church (Baur). Baumgarten’s conjecture (1.168 
ff.) ia equally as little capable of being sustained, 
when closely examined. He supposes that pre¬ 
cisely at the hour in which Stephen was. stoned, 
the church, in its deep sympathy, was gathered 
together, offering prayer in his behalf, and that 
the first assault in this persecution was directed 
against that congregational meeting, the members 
being instantly dispersed. If this was the case, 
the words ir&vref diecrrrdpjcav would state nothing 
more than that all those members who were acci¬ 
dentally gathered together, were scat tered. Now, 
in the first place, it is an unaccountable circum¬ 
stance that the apostles, who were certainly pre¬ 
sent, if such a meeting had been held, should 
not also have been ■ scattered abroad, as well as 
others. In the second place, Baumgarten rends 
portions of the text asunder which are intimately 
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connected, namely: titiandpijoav xord rdf ^paf; 
for he represents the dispersion of the meeting 
as the immediate result of the persecution, and 
the flight to regions beyond the city, as an indi¬ 
rect result, which is offering violence to the text 
Ver. 2. And devout men carried Ste¬ 
phen to his burial. —The particle 6i after 
wweKdfuaav undoubtedly indicates a contrast, 
namely, that between the tender affeotions of 
oertain individuals and the madly excited pas¬ 
sions of the mass of the people. These hvdpt f 
ivTiajieiq are, without doubt, Jews, as in ch. ii. 6, 
and not Christians, (as Heinrichs and da Costa 
imagine); the latter are altcays designated in 
thb Acts by other terms. [But Ananias, men¬ 
tioned in ch. xxii. 12, was a Christian, and yet 
is so designated, according to the reading pre¬ 
ferred by Lechler to that of the iextus receptus .— 
Tr.]. They were Jews who rendered the last 
honors to Stephen, and even engaged in a solemn 
mourning for him [de Wette refers here to Gen. 
1. 10.— Tr.]. But they were eyhafielc, that is, 
they were men who feared God more than they 
feared man, or than they regarded the temper of 
the populace at the time. They did not hesitate 
to give an honorable burial to a man of whose 
innocence and godliness they were convinced, al¬ 
though he had been accused of blasphemy (of 
which he had not been proved to be guilty), and 
had suffered the ignominious death of a criminal. 
An analogous case may be found in the burial of 
Jesus by Joseph of Arimathea, who also had, 
previously, not been a disciple of Jesus (at least 
according to Luke and Mark). [Termed a “ dis¬ 
ciple” in Mt. xxvii. 67 IF; a “disciple—secretly,” 
in John xix. 38, but not so designated in Mark 
xv. 48 ff., and Lu. xxiii. 60 ff.— Tr.] 

Yer. 3 . As for Saul, he made havoc of 
the ohuroh. —Luke proceeds to*relate the share 
whioh Saul took in the persecution of the Chris¬ 
tians ; his conduct contrasts strikingly with that 
of the devout men mentioned in ver. 2, and also il¬ 
lustrates the general statement made in ver. 1. 
Saul ravaged (favpaivero) the church [comp, the 
same word in Ps. lxxx. 14, Sept, with nogvku in 
Acts ix. 21; Gal. i. 18, 28; and see Acts xxii. 19, 
20; xxvi. 9-11; 1 Tim. i. 18 .—Tr.]. The word 
implies that, as far as it lay in his power, he in¬ 
jured and destroyed the church; he entered 
into houses, *ard ohcouf, literally, from houte to 
house; the expression, however, can, naturally, 
refer to those houses only, in which he expected 
to find Christians. * When these were discovered, 
he dragged them forth, f doubtless with the aid of 
the officers of the Sannedrin), and transferred 
them tojhe prison. It is obvious that he was sus¬ 
tained by the hierarchical authorities, as he could 
not have otherwise ventured to enter by force 
into private dwellings, neither would he have 
found the doors of the prison open to receive his 
victims. Still, the general tenor of this verse 
leads ns to conjecture that these results depended 
in a great measure on the personal character of 
Saul, and that it was specially his wildly excited 
fanaticism which inflicted great injuries on the 
church. The novel and revolting features of his 
oourse were the systematic manner in which he 
sought out the oonfessors of Jesus, and his rude 
intrusion into domestic oiroles—a Jewish prelude 
of the later Romish Inquisition. 


Yer. 4. Therefore they that were scat¬ 
tered abroad, went every where. —These 
words are connected with dianrdpypjccv in ver. 1, 
and are explanatory of that term; they inform 
us that the fugitive Christians did not quietly es¬ 
tablish themselves in any places of refuge which 
they may have found, but travelled onward from 
place to place [<h#Adov, they vent through, u 
the country; comp. ver. 40, below.— Tr.]. But 
the most important fact is stated in the next 
words: preaching the word, t. e., the Gospel. 
It consequently appears that the persecution 
which they had endured in Jerusalem, could not 
so intimidate them, that they henceforth con¬ 
cealed their faith in Jesus from publio view; 
on the contrary, wherever they appeared, they 
proclaimed their faith, and the joyful tidings 
.concerning the Redeemer and his redeeming 
work.—The very closest chronological connection 
exists between this historical statement and ch. 
xi. 19 ff.: ol ph> ovv dtaonaptvreg — dcrjX&ov 
Qoivbax; the intervening portions, from ch. viii. 
6 to ch. xi. 18, accordingly assume the character 
of an episode. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. This persecution of the Christians and its 
consequences constitute a glorious evidence of 
the government of Christ, who rules also- in the 
midst of his enemies [Ps. ox. 2], and always 
promotes the interests or his kingdom. An event 
which appeared to the eye of man to threaten 
inevitable destruction, so that it was a question 
whether the church of Christ could continue to 
exist, or would be annihilated, was, on the con¬ 
trary, converted into the means of invigorating 
and extending it. The dispersed Christians 
preached the Gospel; thus the storm which burst 
forth, carried the seed which had hitherto been 
gathered together in a single spot, to many dif¬ 
ferent regions, and, in some cases, to a consider¬ 
able distance. And that seed germinated and 
produced fruit. The Gospel now begins its 
course, which is to extend over the whole globe, 
after having been hitherto confined to the one city 
of Jerusalem. Thus, even when men think evil, 
the Redeemer means it unto good [Gen. L 20], 
that is to say, he not only counteracts the in¬ 
tended disastrous results, but also employs the 
devices of enemies, in an unexpected manner, as 
means for extending his kingdom. 

2. As the apostles remained in Jerusalem, the 
dispersed Christians were church members only: 
at most, several of them, Philip, for instance, ver. 
6, may have belonged to the company of the 
“seven men”, who had been previously elected, 
ch. vi. 8 ff. But even to these the ministry of 
the word had not been primarily intrusted; 
hence, these scattered Christians, in the great 
majority of cases, were invested with no ecclesi¬ 
astical office whatever. And yet they labored as 
evangelists, wherever they came, without any 
official obligation, or any express authority. 
They were moved by the inward power of that 
faith whioh cannot but speak of the truth of 
which the heart is fall; they were influenced by 
the Spirit, with whom they had been anointed; 
they were controlled by their love of the Saviour, 
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to whom they owed the remission of their sins 
and all their blessed hopes. This propagation 
of the Gospel beyond the limits of the holy city 
—this establishment of the church of Christ in 
other districts of Palestine, and even beyond its 
boundaries (see ch. xi. 19), was, consequently, 
not the work of the apostles themselves, but 
mainly of other Christians, who held no office, 
bat were invested with the general priesthood of 
believers [1 Pet. ii 6, 9]. According to human 
conceptions of church government and the eccle¬ 
siastical office, such a course should not have 
been adopted. But the Lord of the church did 


not restrict himself to the apostolic office which 
he had instituted, in such a manner that no work 
could be legitimate, acceptable to God, or rich in 
blessings and in promise, unless it were performed 
exclusively by the apostles. Here, too, Christ 
teaches us that no human being and no finite or¬ 
dinance can be regarded as necesspry, and abso¬ 
lutely indispensable; He alone is at all times and 
in all places, indispensable. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

See below, { II. ver. 5-18. 


{ IL Philip preaches the Gospel m Samaria with success, and Simon, the sorcerer, himself is baptized. 

Chapter VIII. 6-18. 

5 Then Philip went down to the 1 [a] city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto 

6 them. *And the .people [the multitudes, ol £/>lof] with one accord gave heed unto 
those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing [when they heard and saw] the 

7 miracles [signs] which he did. *For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came 
out of many 3 that were possessed with them [For from many who had unclean spirits, 
these came out with a loud cry] : and many taken with palsies [many that were para- 

8 lytic], and that were lame, were healed. *And there was great joy in that city. 

9 *But there was [previously] a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime [om. which 
beforetime] in the same city [who] used sorcery, and bewitched [astonished^the peo¬ 
ple of Samaria, giving out that himself [professing ( Xiywv ) that he] was some great 

10 one: '*To whom they all* [om. all] gave heed, from the least to the greatest [small and 
great], saying, This man is the great power of God [the power of God which is called 

11 great]. 4 *And [But] to him they had regard [gave heed, (as in ver, 10)], because 
that of long time he had bewitched them with [time they had been astonished at his] 

12 sorceries. *But when they believed Philip preaching [who preached] the things 8 
[the gospel (om. the things, eoayyc^.)] concerning the kingdom of God, and the name 

13 of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. *Then [But] Simon him¬ 
self believed also: and when he was baptised, he continued with [adhered to] Philip, 
and wondered [was astonished (as in ver. 9 and 11)], beholding the miracles and signs 8 
which were done. 

1 Ter. ^The article before n6kiv, which Lachm., in accordance with A. B. and two later [minuacnle] mss., has adopted, 
(•certainly a later addition; it Is wanting in the great majority of the minuscule mss., and also in Chrysostom, ana waa 
probably inserted in order to designate the capital city. [Meyer and de Wette concur with Lecbler, and Alf. omits it.—It 
• found in Cod. Sin., -nt*.—Ta.] > 

* Ver. 7 .—IIoAAmp [of text. rec.J is supported only by H. among the uncial MSS., but also by various minuscule mss., 
and sererml oriental Tendons and fathers. However, it would not nave been substituted for wokkoi of A. B. C. E. [and Cod. 
Bind if the latter had been the original reading, while, on the other hand, in view of the latter half of the verse, vokkoi 
could easily have been substituted as a correction of voAAwv. But i^provro is much more fully attested [by A. B. C. E. 
■ad Cod. Wn.l than the singular number c^pyero [of text. rec. and H.—Lech, and Alf. read iroAAot - - - t^pypvro. “ iroA- 
Aa* is a mominativus pendens; comp. ch. vii. 40; Rov. iii. 12. Winer, } 28. 3 (and $ 63. 2. 6.)” (Alford): but ae Wette calls 
this “correction" an “unmeaning" reading, prefers that of the text rec., and remarks that the “genitive vokkUtv is go¬ 
verned by ifipXi *• 1° ch - xvi. 39; Matt. x. 14.”—Vulg. multi. - • exibant. —Tr.1 

•Ver. 10. a.—wdhrev [of text. rec.J before airb, is omitted by Tisch. [and Alf.l, in accordance with H., some versions and 
fetters, as a later addition, although it is found in the great majority of M88. [A. B. C. D. E. Cod. Sin., and retained by 
Iach.1 But the different positions which it occupies in several MSS., respectively, render it suspicious; it could easily 
have been inserted by a later hand. [Tisch. refers to Heb. vili. 11 as its source.— TR.J 

4 Ver. 10. b.—aoAovfUm) [inserted before peyikij] is wanting in only a few MSS. (O. H.1; it may have been dropped by 
•apy hls as, apparently, an incongruity. But it is so well supported [by A. B. C. D. E. Cod. Sin., Syr. Vnlg., etc.J, that the 
Most recent editors have all adopted it, although it is wanting in tne textu* receptus. [But it is, perhaps, like anothor 
reading, ksyopern, found in some minuscules, only a marginal gloss, (de Wette).— Tr.1 

•Ver. 12J—r* [of text rec.J before vspi, is found only in G. H. and is wanting in all the other uncial MSS. [Including 
Ood.Sn.j; hence ft is omitted by Lach. and Tisch. [but retained by Alf.]. Meyer considers its presence to be indispen- 
asbfa, as cvayyeAtlewOflu is not found elsewhere in combination with wept; but that circumstance does not prove that 
here, too, It most be combined with the accusative. 

•Ver. 13.— The reading Bvrapets ecal rtfpeia, without psydka. or peydkas (the latter, In either form, being certainly a 
later addition suggested by i$urraro\ is adopted by Tiachendorf and Meyer, and should be pseferred to the naual cnj#*. #r. 
fee. [Great variations occur in the ancient MSS., and in the printed text of editors. The text. rec. and lach. read: otm*. 
«. Aw. psydXac yivopivas with A. B. C. D. Cod. Sin., except that C. omits ytr. Alford reads: Bvr. k. <n\p. yiroptva with E. 
0. H. Syr. and fathers; G. H. omit pey. The text of the Engl, version (which follows Tynd. and Cranmer) changes the 
•rdar of the tent raft, and omits pey., which it recognizes in the margin, where we read: signs and great miracles 
-*Ll 
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EXEOETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vbr. 5. a. Then Philip went down. —Luke 
had briefly stated above, that the members of the 
church, alter being dispersed by the persecution, 
had carried the Gospel to other regions. He 
now describes a single case as an illustration. 
This Philip, who, as the connection shows, had 
been driven from Jerusalem by the same violent 
persecution, cannot possibly have been the apostle 
who bore the same name, as, according to ver 1, 
the company of the apostles remained in the holy 
city. The interpretation that the narrative here 
refers to a later period, and that it was really the 
apostle Philip who visited Samaria, cannot, for 
several reasons, be admitted. For the connec¬ 
tion, in the first place, between ver. 4 and ver. 6, 
is so intimate, that the journey of Philip, must be 
regarded, both chronologically, and in accord¬ 
ance with the natural sequence of events, as a 
direct result of that persecution. And, in the 
second place, the journey of John and Peter, 
who were sent to Samaria, as the commissioners 
of the apostles, ver. 14, would be perfectly inex¬ 
plicable, if Philip himself were one of the apos¬ 
tles. It is, therefore, not the apostle Philip who 
is here meant, but another person of the same 
name; he is, beyond all doubt, the one who is 
mentioned in ch. vi. 5, as the second of thO chosen 
Sevpn. It is, indeed, precisely this position of 
the name in that list, which renders it probable 
that the Philip here mentioned, was not only one 
of the Seten, but also the same who is described 
in ch. xxi. 8 as b cvayyshuniiCj 6 fov « ruv brrd. 
For the name of Stephen is, without doubt, placed 
frst in that list for the reason that his labors and 
sufferings had given unusual prominenoe to 
him, and invested his name with a special inter¬ 
est. Philip seems to have been mentioned in 
the second place for similar reasons, since he was 
identified with events of the highest moment in 
the history of the Chjurch. It may be easily im¬ 
agined that the colleagues of Stephen were the 
first persons on whom the hostility of the Jews 
prepared to inflict its blows. The opinion, that 
this Philip was one of the twelve, was entertained 
already by Polycrates in the second century (as 
quoted by Eusebius, Hitt. Eccl. iii. 81; v. 24), 
by the authors of the’Apostolical Constitutions 
{vi. 7. 1), in the third century, and by others; 
it was suggested not only by the sameness of the 
name, but probably also by the special character 
of the labors of Philip, since these appear to have 
been such as the apostles exclusively performed. 
This latter view seems, indeed, to be sustained 
by the expression: ktdjpvooe rbv Xp., inasmuch as 
it was originally applied to the proclamation of 
a herald, and denotes, therefore, here, that a 
public declaration was made in a more than or¬ 
dinarily solemn manner, and by special authori¬ 
ty, while in the case of others, merely the terms 
n>ayyeMZe<r&ai (viii. 4; xi. 20) and XaXelv rbv 
Ttfryov were employed. The evangelising labors of 
Philip, therefore, undoubtedly seem to be of a 
different kind from those of the latter. But 
they do not on this adcount assume a decidedly 
apostolical character, in which case diddoicetv or 
oidaxr) would have been the term employed, as in 
iv. 2, 18; v. 25, 28, 42; comp. ii. 42. The word 


Kqpbomiv, in the present verse, constitutes, as it 
were, an intermediate grade, or occupies a posi¬ 
tion between the specifically apostolical SiSdoiccev, 
and the general Christian evayyeX^etr&eu, or, 
haXetv rbv \6yav. This view is in the strictest 
accordance with the opinion that Philip was one 
of the Seven, as these men really did occupy an 
intermediate position in their respective relations 
to the apostles, and to the disciples in generaL 
b. The name of the city in Samaria, in which 
Philip labored so successfully, cannot by any 
mean8 be determined with certainty; from the 
text we merely learn that it was one of the nu¬ 
merous cities of the district of Samaria. The 
language in ver. 8 and 9, conveys the impression 
that Luke himself was not acquainted with the 
recise name, and that he purposely expressed 
imself in indefinite terms. It is not probable 
that the capital city is meant (Kuinoel); it also 
bore the name of Samaria , and received that of 
Sebatte from Herod the Great, but it cannot be 
here intended, as the same name in ver. 9 and 14 
plainly designates the whole region [as in i. 
8 ]- A 

Vsr. 6-8. And the people with oawao- 
cord.—Philip proclaimed the Messiah to them, 
and, at the same time, performed many miracles 
of healing, as well in the case of persons that 
were possessed, from whom the unclean spirits 
(demons) came out with loud cries, as also in the 
case of those who were lame and paralytic. The 
inhabitants, who had a personal knowledge 
of these wonderful works, were thus induced to 
listen with devout attention to the words of Philip 
(npoqtlxov — b r<p axobeiv avrobc teal rd 

aijpela). Not merely a few individuals, or the 
adherents of any particular party, but the whole 
mass of the population (oi fiyAot) listened in a 
confiding and respectful manner, and with entire 
unanimity (6po&vpaS6v) to the addresses of Phi¬ 
lip (although irpo$elx ov w not yet equivalent to 
Marevov in the higher sense of the latter word). 
The joy which pervaded the city, and which was 
already occasioned by the healing of many sick 
persons, and by Philip’s joyftil tidings concern¬ 
ing the Saviour and redemption, became so 
great, {xapa peydTj]), when the people perceived 
that they were all acting with one accord. 

Vbr. 9-11. But there was a certain man 
oailed Simon. —The logical connection is the 
following:—A man, named Simon, had been in 
the place before Philip’s arrival, whose magic 
arts had created a great sensation, and secured 
a number of.adherents for him. [The word 
here and in ver. 11 translated bewitched (kffontfu. 
see Wahl and Robinson ), but never so renderea 
where it occurs-in the New Test, elsewhere, sig¬ 
nifies amazed , astonished, as in ii. 7, 12; ix. 21 
(J. A. Alex.); thus, below, in ver. 18, it is trans¬ 
lated wondered .— Tr.]. Luke furnishes us with 
no information respecting the origin of this 
e. g. y whether he was a native of this city, or, 
indeed, whether he was a Samaritan at all So 
far, therefore, no facts are presented that are 
adverse to the conjecture of Neander, Gieseler and 
others (which Meyer combats on insufficient 
pounds). Those writers identify Simon with an 
individual of the same name, whom Josephus 
thus describes: Xipuv *1btxfaZo?, K irreptoc Si yfwof, 
pdyoc elveu oKrprrSfuvoc. Antiq . xx. 7, 2); the 
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Roman procurator Felix had employed him, about 
A D. 60, as a pander. The statement of Justin 
Martyr that Simon was a native of Qitta in 
Samaria [see E. v. Raumbr: Palsutma , p. 156] 
is the less worthy of confidence, not only as 
more than a century intervenes between him and 
Simon, but also because he connects other and 
later legends, as it can be demonstrated, with the 
name of this sorcerer; and the penitential peti¬ 
tion of Simon in ver. 24, affords no evidence per 
Uy that he did not subsequently resume the prac¬ 
tice of his deceptive arts.—Simon was, unques¬ 
tionably, according to the text before us, one of 
the men who, in “ that solstitial period of relig¬ 
ion”, travelled through the country (as Greek 
and Roman writers also testify), in the capacity 
of fortune-tellers, astrologers, and interpreters 
of dreams, or who attracted attention, and ao- 
qnired influence as jugglers, or as men profess¬ 
edly endowed with miraculous powers to heal. 
He had practised his magical arts during a con¬ 
siderable period (ver. 11), and his frauds had 
been so successful that the entire population of 
Samaria (and not merely the inhabitants of the 
city which Philip came), were filled with won¬ 
der and amazement. They placed the utmost 
confidence in him, and entertained the most ex¬ 
alted opinion of his personal character and abil¬ 
ities (ver. 10). He alleged that he possessed 
peculiar attributes, and was a personage of an 
extraordinary character (dval rtva lavrfrv fikyav). 
He found credence among people of every age 
and every station in life—[from the leant to 
the greatest] —and these gradually adopted the 
opinion that he was himself ij diruapug tov Oeov $ 
This expression doubtless means that 
they discerned, as they thought, a species of 
theophany in the person of Simon, and that they 
supposed that the great power of God, the 
most exalted divine power, was revealed in him. 
It is here an important circumstance, which 
should be carefully noticed, that Luke himself 
distinguishes between the personal statements of 
the magus, on the one hand, and the delusion, on 
the other, of the people who were prepossessed 
in his favor. The latter deified him, aooording 
to a popular opinion whioh seems to have as¬ 
sumed a distinct shape; but this was only the 
opinion of his adherents, and was not founded on 
any direct statements of Simon himself. Per¬ 
haps he deemed it to be the most prudent and 
advantageous course, to employ a species of 
akioroscuro, or to resort to mysterious terms, 
when he spoke of himself personally.—In view 
of the legends to which later writers have given 
currency, in connection with Simon the Magas, 
Bear and Zeller arrive at the conolusion that the 
actual historical existence of the Simon who is 
mentioned in the text before us, is very doubtful. 
We live, however, in a perverse world, and, when 
.we judge dispassionately, we must perceive that 
it is a violation of the principles of sound crit¬ 
icism to oast a shade of doubt on the present 
sarrative, simply because certain fables connected 
with this Magus originated at a later period; 
lh*se obtained currency from the days of Justin 
Martyr, particularly through the Clementine 
Homilies, and the Apostolical Constitutions. 
Luke furnishes a plain statement, the truth of 
which is fuUy sustained by accounts derived from 


other sources respecting the magians of that age, * 
and that statement by no means belongs to the 
category of certain legends which originated 
more than a century afterwards. 

Ver. 12. Bat when they believed Philip. 

—The faith with which the Samaritans listened 
to the preaching of Philip, who bore witness, not 
like Simon, of himself, but of Jesus Christ and 
the kingdom of God, was the more honorable and 
blessed, as it took the place of a superstition 
which had already begun to prevail; it demon¬ 
strated, moreover, that it possessed the character 
of a willing obedience, since it induced the Samar¬ 
itans to receive baptism. 

Ver. 13. Then Simon himself believed 
also. —The circumstance that even thiB magus 
received the Gospel, was baptized, and attached 
himself to Philip as a disciple (wpofffaprep&v), was 
in itself a very striking proof of the superior 
power, and, indeed, the divinity of the Gospel 
concerning Christ. The influence which, psy¬ 
chologically speaking, first of all affected Simon, 
roceeded from the deeds, u e., the miracles of 
ealing which Philip performed, and of which 
he was an eye-witness, and, it may be added, an 
attentive observer (deoptiv). ' These facts amazed 
Atm, as much as his own magic arts had hitherto 
amazed the people, and this thought Luke evident¬ 
ly intends to suggest by employing the same 
word ( kfarrcrro , Mid.), which he had previously 
employed in oonnection with Simon, transitively, 
in ver. 9, and intransitively in ver. 11. Simon 
had hitherto astonished others, but he now, in 
his turn, passes from one degree of astonishment 
to another. Yet it does not thence follow that 
this magus (as Grotius conjectured, and more re¬ 
cent interpreters have assumed) did not believe 
that Jesus was the Messiah, but merely regarded 
him as a magus and worker of miracles, who 
possessed a power superior to his own. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Philip combined miracles with the preaching 
of the wordy like the apostles, and like Stephen, 
who also wrought miracles, (ch. vi. 8). But 
while these contributed to the efficacy of his 
preaching (comp. Mark xvi. 20), the word of the 
Gospel was the great object to which his labors 
were dedicated. His miracles of healing doubt¬ 
less attracted attention to him, and opened an 
avenue to the hearts of men; still, the conver¬ 
sion of the latter was the fruit of the preaching 
of the word. And whenever the word, the pure 
truth of the Gospel, is proclaimed with freedom 
and fidelity, and received with attention and dil¬ 
igence, it always will continue to bring forth 
fruit. 

2. The joy of the converted Samaritans re¬ 
sembled the heart-felt joy of the Israelitio Chris¬ 
tians of Jerusalem, ch. ii. 46, 47. “Righteous¬ 
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” 

{ Rom. xiv. 17], prevail in the kingdom of God. 
t is a source of joy, to know that we are recon¬ 
ciled unto God—that we have found a Saviour— 
that, in Jesus, we are “ of one heart, and of one 
soul” [ch. iv. 32] with those who love him. "We 
might, perhaps, say that the joy and rapture of 
a believing soul proceed from the conviction that 
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it has at length found its true home, that it it at 
home, and that it feels at home in God. 

8. Even demoniacs [ver. 7] were delivered from 
the unclean spirits by Philip, through the power 
of Christ. These works, which no apostle had 
hitherto performed, as far as the narrative be¬ 
fore us is concerned, were wrought by this man, 
who was not invested with the apostolical office. 
Bengel observes here, with much acuteness, that 
Luke never introduces the word <5 cupdvia in thi 
Acts, when he speaks of demoniacs [it occurs in 
a different sense in ch. xvii. 18], while, in his 
Gospel, he employs it more frequently than any 
one of the other evangelists. Hence he concludes 
that the power of [the unclean spirits to take] 
possession [of men, “obsessionis vim”] had been 
impaired after the death of Christ We are, how¬ 
ever, the less inclined to adopt this latter opinion, 
as it is said precisely in the passage before us, 
that many were at this time possessed with un¬ 
clean spirits. Still, it is worthy of notice, that 
no case of bodily possession, of which an Israelite 
was the subject, is described in the book of thi 
Acts ; those that are mentioned, occurred either 
in a heathen territory (oh. xix. 12 ff., in Ephe¬ 
sus), or near the boundaries which divided Ju- 
daism from heathenism; and the territory of the 
Samaritans was of this character. 

4. Any doctrines which Simon, the sorcerer, 
may have taught, referred to his own person, and 
were intended to exalt him in the eyes of the peo¬ 
ple. How different was the course which Philip 
pursued! He never alludes to himself personally, 
but speaks of Jesus Christ alone, whose name 
(ver. 12) he commends to his hearers as very holy 
and precious, and whose kingdom he proclaims 
as the kingdom of life and salvation. “ We preach 
not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord” (2 Cor. 
iv. 6); this language describes the preaching of 
every apostle and evangelist mentioned in thi 
Acts, and, indeed, constitutes a law which all 
their successors are solemnly bound to obey. As 
soon as a pastor or any one who is employed in 
the service of the church, begins to speak of 
himself, and to establish faith in hit person as a 
part of the creed of others, and, as soon as a con¬ 
gregation or church complies, they are all guilty i 
of a grievous departure from the path of duty, 
and commit a sin which ultimately conducts to a 
paganizing deification of the creature. 

6. The narrative which now follows, demon¬ 
strates that although Simon believed (ver. 18), he 
did not adopt the true faith . There is, however, 
no foundation for the opinion, that the error of 
this sorcerer consisted in believing that Jesus | 
himself was merely a sorcerer, but possessed of 
great powers; at least, such a delusion could have 
derived no support whatever from the doctrine 
of Philip concerning Jesus as the Messiah, or 
concerning his kingdom. The narrative does not 
intimate that the error of Simon was connected 
with the substance of his faith, but rather implies 
that the kind or manner of his faith was unsound. 
It is quite possible that he professedly received 
the pure doctrine without gainsaying, but he oer- 
t&inly was not “ sound in the faith ” [Tit. i. 9, 13]. 
His faith, like that which is often found in Chris¬ 
tendom, was merely a faith of his understanding, 
a transient conviction, but not one that touched, 
much less resided in his heart; it was not a fidet 


plena, justificans , cor purificans , salvans . Nothing 
that fails to move the heart and call forth a 
prompt and full response, can be more than a 
superficial impression; it effects no favorable 
change in the individual, or, at the most, converts 
him into a hypocrite. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 1. And Saul was consenting onto 
his death.— Comp. 1 Tim. i. 13: “ I did it igno¬ 
rantly.” Thus men may remain blind, with all 
their human wisdom and the light of reason, and 
be irrational persecutors, with all their supposed 
zeal for God. Not even the edifying end of Ste¬ 
phen, could make an impression on Saul’s im- 
bittered heart.—And yet, we prefer an avowed 
enemy like Saul, to a false friend like Simon. 
The former made havoc of the chureh, the latter 
continued with Philip, and received baptism; the 
former was sincere, even in his madness, for he 
acted in ignorance; the heart of the latter was 
full of bitterness and deceit; the former was 
converted, the latter, cast off; ver. 20,21. (From 
Ap. Past.).— Except the apostles.— In seasons 
of violent persecution, all should not flee, neither 
should all alike remain. (Starke).—The apostles 
demonstrated, by remaining in the city, I. Their 
manly courage, which made no concession to the 
enemy; II. Their childlike obedience to the com¬ 
mand of Jesus, who had directed them to pro¬ 
claim his name in Jerusalem, before they went 
out into the world. (Ap. Past.).—The apostles 
remained behind as monuments, testifying that 
the Lord Jesus could not be expelled from that 
soil. So the two witnesses (Rev. xi. 8-11) will, 
at last, stand up in the city in which their Lord 
was crucified. (K. H. Rieger).— The solitary wit¬ 
nesses of God in the midst of a perverse nation: 
(comp. Noah, before the deluge; Lot in Sodom; 
Abraham among the idolaters; Moses in Egypt; 
Elijah among the priests of Baal; Daniel in Baby¬ 
lon; the apostles in Jerusalem; Paul among the 
Gentiles; the harbingers of the Reformation in 
the darkness of popery). They are, I. Majestic 
remains of a ruined temple of God; IL Bright 
beacons amid the darkness of an evil age; HI. 
Massive foundation-stones of a future building of 
God. 

Ver. 2. And made great lamentation 
over him. —It is natural that we should mourn 
when those are taken away who have rendered 
great services to the church and congregation; 
for while their death is a gain to themselves, the 
bereavement is painfully felt by the church. 
(Starke).—The different sentiments with which 
the death of the servants of Jesus is surveyed: 
I. The world rejoices, ver. 1;' IL The devout 
mourn, ver. 2. The witnesses of Christ are able 
to move the hearts of men even after their death. 
When one servant is called to his home, another, 
whom the Lord has trained, is ready to take his 
place. No sooner has Stephen passed away, 
than Philip appears. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 8. Saul made havoc of the church. 
—Observe his increasing violence and ftury: I. 
He takes charge of the clothes of Stephen’s 
murderers; II. He consents to the death of 
this witness; III. He persecutes the fugitives; 
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IY. He searches for those who are concealed: 
V. He drags them forth, sparing neither sex; 
YL He commits them to prison. (Starke).— 
The passion-week of the primitive church: I. The 
members are dispersed, ver. 1; IL They bury 
their first martyr, ver. 2; III. They are perse¬ 
cuted by Saul, ver. 8. (Lisco.). 

Vie. 4. They that were scattered abroad, 
went everywhere preaching the word.— 
Sanguis martyrum semen Christianorum (Tertul- 
lian).—The storms of persecution are only winds 
that, I. Fan the fire of faith in the church; II. 
Carry the spark of truth to a distance. Compare 
[the following stanzas of] Luther’s Hymn on the 
two martyrs of Christ, who were burnt in Brus¬ 
sels [July 1, 1523, named Henry Yoes and John 
Each. The original consists of 12 stanzas, each 
containing nine lines, and begins: Fin neves Lied 
vir heben aw]. 

“ Viang to the heedless winds. 

Or on the waters cast, 

Their ashes shall be watch’d. 

And gather'd at the last: 

And from that scatter’d dust, 

Around ns and abroad, 

Shall spring a plenteous seed 
Of witnesses for God. 

“Jesus has now recelr’d 

Their latest living breath: 

Yet vain is Satan’s boast 
Of vict’ry in their death; 

StOl, still, though dead , they speak , 

And, trumpct-tongued, proclaim 
To many a wak’ning land 
The one availing Name.” 

—Scattered - - - preaching.— How often 
Christ sends his ambassadors in the guise of per¬ 
secuted fugitives! (K. H. Rieger).—God usually 
bestows a spiritual blessing on those who shelter 
devout exiles. .(Quesn.).— The wonderful ways of 
the Lord m extending his kingdom: I. Stephen, the 
martyr, moistens the field of the church with his 
blood; II. The raging 8aul, even as a persecutor, 
already serves, unconsciously, as an instrument 
in extending the kingdom of Christ; III. The 
fugitive Christians labor in distant regions as the 
first missionaries of the Gospel. 

Via. 6. Then Philip went down - - and 
preached.—The true servants of Christ may be 
compelled to change their place of abode, but 
they do not change their minds. (Apost. Past.). 
—Faithful laborers always find work, and are 
always engaged in fulfilling the duties of their 
vocation, whether it be in Jerusalem or Samaria. 
Rem. xv. 19. (Starke). 

Via. 6. The people - - gave heed - - see¬ 
ing the miracles.—By hearing and seeing we 
are conducted to faith. John i. 47-50. (Starke). 
—“One so wet h, and another reapeth. ” The seed 
had been sown by Jesus a few years previously, 
(John, ch. iv.), and now the harvest is gathered 
ul (Starke). 

Via. 7, 8. Unclean spirits - - came ont 
• - many - - were healed - - and there was 
great Joy.—Behold here an image of the spirit¬ 
ual miracles of the Gospel: I. The unclean are 
cleansed; II. The feeble are made Btrong; III. 
The sorrowing begin to rejoioe.—Even if the 
pathway to the kingdom of God leads through 
10 


much tribulation, it terminates in joy—-joy, pro¬ 
ceeding from the remission of sins, the grace of 
God, and the hope of eternal salvation. 

Ver. 9. Simon - bewitched [astonished] 
the people.— Mundus vult decipi. When people 
desire to see a great display, they are easily bo-, 
witched by pretenders who are ready to gratify 
them. Comp. Rev. xiii. 8, 4, “saying, Who is 
like unto the beast?” Simon was neither the 
first nor the last of that class of persons who are 
now called original characters , and whom others 
weakly take a pride in imitating. They are 
sometimes able to propagate infidelity with great 
success, and communicate ungodly tastes to a 
whole people or race. Such men, who erect bar¬ 
riers in the way that leads to heaven, often fas¬ 
cinate others by their wealth, or their intellect, 
or their vain words. (K. H. Rieger). 

Ver. 12. But when they believed Philip 
preaching, etc.—So, too, the apostolical sim¬ 
plicity of the dove will always triumph in the end 
over the fascinating influence and the cunning of 
the serpent.—Where God’s truth arises, the king¬ 
dom of lies must wane. 

Ver. 18. Then Simon himself believed 
also.—To be touched by the truth, to assent to 
it, to commend it—all this is insufficient, unless 
the heart and mind be renewed, and abide in the 
ways of truth.—Even upright pastors may be 
deceived by hypocrites, and holy things may be 
taken from them by fraud. (Starke ). 

Ver. 9-18. Simon the sorcerer , viewed as the 
image of a false teacher: I. He gave out that him¬ 
self was some great one, ver. 9; false teachers do 
not seek after the honor of God, but after their 
own; II. He bewitched the people, ver. 9; false 
teachers endeavor to fascinate and daxzle by vain* 
arts, but not to enlighten and convert men; III. 
He believed, was baptized, and continued with 
Philip, ver. 18. Thus, too, unbelievers often 
speak the language of Canaan [Isai. xix. 18, 
*. utter devout phrases. —Tr.], when they hope 
to derive advantage from it; they hypocritically 
connect themselves with the servants of God, in 
order to conceal their plague-spots under the 
mantle of borrowed sanctity.— Saul, (ver. 1-8), 
Simon , (ver. 9-11, 18), Philip (ver. 6-8, 12),— 
the open enemy, the false friend , and the upright ser¬ 
vant of the Lord —each considered with reference 
to the stale of his heart , his course of action , and his 
lot on earth,—The first persecution of the Christians , 
and its blessings: illustrated in the case, I. Of 
Saul; II. Of Philip; III. Of Simon—each, in a 
peculiar mode, contributing to the glory of the 
Gospel. —[Lessons taught by the first persecution of 
the Church: respecting, I. The moral state of man 
by nature: (a) his spiritual blindness; (6) alien¬ 
ation of his heart from God; (<r) the state of 
degradation to which sin reduces him; II. The 
ways of divine providence r (a) sometimes mys¬ 
terious (the power of Stephen’* enemies); (6) 
often apparently discouraging (the dispersion); 
(c) always wise and good; III. The vitality of the 
Church: in resisting, as then, (a) enmity in every 
form; (b) perpetually; (c) victoriously—by the 
power of the divine Founder.—T».] 


. Digitized by L^ooQLe 




146 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


{ III. The apostles Peter and John follow Philip , th order to confer the gift of the Hoty Ghost, on which 
occasion Simon the sorcerer is unmasked. 

Chapter VIII. 14-26. 

14 Now [But] when the apostles which [who] were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria 

15 had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: *Who, when they 

lt> were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: *[om. 

the parenthetical signs enclosing the next verse] (For as yet 1 he was fallen upon none 
of them: only they were [but (SI) they were only] baptized in [unto, efc] the name 

17 of the Lord Jesus.) *Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the 

18 Holy Ghost. *Ana [But] when Simon saw* that through [the] laying on of the 

19 apostles* hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered [brought] them money, ♦Saying, 
Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy 

20 Ghost. ♦But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee [May thy money with 
thee go to destruction], because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be pur¬ 
chased with money [because thou hast thought of acquiring the gift of God by means 

21 of money!]. ♦Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right 

22 [upright] m the sight of* [before] God. ♦Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, 
and pray God 4 [beseech \he Lord], if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be for- 

23 given thee. ♦For I perceive [see] that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the 

24 bond of iniquity [that thou art bitter gall and art bound up in unrighteousness]. ♦Then 
answered Simon [But Simon answered], and said, Pray ye to [Beseech ye] the Lord 
for me, that none [nothing] of these things which ye have spoken come upon me [!]. 

25 *And they [But they, ol ph oov], when they had testified and preached [spoken] the 
word of the Lord, returned 6 to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many villages 
of the Samaritans. 


1 Ver 1®. In place of oihr*» of the text, rec., Griesbach has, in accordance with the moat important MSS. [A. B. C. D. JL 
and Cod. Sin.] recommended oviiwi *; and this latter reading has been nn&nimouily adopted by all the mop recent critics. 
[Alford, who concur*, found it, however, difficult to decide, as far as internal evidence is concerned, and “followed MS. au¬ 
thority.”—Ta.l 

* Ver. 18. T Swr [in A. B. C. D. E. and Cod. Sin.] is much better supported’than Seaahp-ev or [of text rec.], which is found 
only in G. II., and Is evidently a correction intended to improve the text. [Lach. and Tisch. read i&wr, but A1C, who reads 
Beaa., regards the former as the correction. Meyer concurs with him, and de Wette would adopt the same view, if t&wr 
were not so strongly supported. — In the same verse, Alf., with Tisch., omits rb ay tor of the text. rec. after wv.; but while 
this reading is omitted in B. and Cod Sin., it is found in A. C. D. E., Vnlg., etc., and Lach. retains the two words.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 21. ivavri in A. B. D. [and Cod. Sin.l like oviiwm [in rer. 16], is a somewhat rare form, for which C. and some 
fathers read ivarnov; the more usual irmrutv [of the text, rec.] is incorrectly substituted for it in E. G. H. [Loch-, Tisch. 
and Alf., with whom Meyer agrees, read eravn, but as Luke very frequently employs irutviov in his Gospel and elsewhere 
in the Acts, de Wette regards this latter form as the original reading also here.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 22. mvptov is far more positively attested [A. B. C. D. E. Cod. 8in.] than Beou [in G. H-, Vnlg., etc.,], which ap¬ 
pears to have been transferred from ver. 21. [irvptov, by the later editors.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 26. inriarpe^or — einjyytki^ovro are the readings preferred by Lachmann and Tischendorf to those of the textrea, 
which, in both cases, exhibits the aorist; however, vir4<rrp«4>or is found only in A. B. D., while cvvyycAi^. is found in A.B. 
C. D. E. The authorities which exhibit the latter, advocate the former also, as both words should undoubtedly appear in 
the same tense, [vweerptyav of text, rec., in C. E. G. vwiarpefav. (adopted by Lach.. Tisch. and Alf.) in A. B. D. and 
many minuscules; eirtjyyeXlcavro, of text. rec. in G. II^ •vTjyytXx^oyro (adopted by the same editors) in A. B.C. D. K—Cod. 
Bin. reads vriarpeiftor and exnjyytk^oyro. —Ta.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 14. a. Now when the apoetlee - - - 
heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God. —Th© tidings which the apostles, 
who had remained in Jerusalem, now received, 
were evidently as unexpected, as they were im¬ 
portant; they accordingly resolved to send two of 
their number to the new missionary held. Luke 
refers to the momentous character of the event, 
when he employs the phraseology: “Samaria re¬ 
ceived the word of God.” It would weaken the 
force of the remark, if we should interpret Xapdpeta 
as the name of the city; it here designates the 
whole province, and indirectly alludes to the pecu¬ 
liar position, in matters of religion, which the Sa¬ 


maritans occupied as a people. The fact is here 
brought to our notice, by implication, that the pro¬ 
mulgation of the word of God among the Samar¬ 
itans, and their acceptance of the Gospel in faith, 
constituted an epoch, inasmuch as the Samaritans, 
who were originally a mixed people (Israelites 
and pagans, aXhyyevtiq, Luke xvii. 181, were re¬ 
garded by the Jews as sectarians and heretics. 

b. They sent onto them Peter and John. 
—This is the first time, since the proposition to 
elect the Seven was made (ch. vi. 8), that the 
Twelve collectively adopt any measure, as an 
organized body, authorized and pledged to exer¬ 
cise a general control. It is also a novel circum¬ 
stance that the college of the apostles deputes 
two of the whole number, choosing precisely the 
two who had hitherto (e. g. ch. iii. and ch. iv.) t 
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Wd the most prominent of all. Such a mission 
unquestionably conferred distinction, and was 
a decided expression of confidence in those who 
were intrusted with it. But it was, at the same 
time, a declaration on the part of the apostolic col¬ 
lege which offered the mission, and an acknow¬ 
ledgment on the part of those who accepted it, of 
the great fact that no single apostle, even though it 
were a Peter or a John, was elevated above the 
whole company of the apostles, bat that each 
member was subordinate to it. We have here a 
direct refutation of the Romish doctrine of the 
primacy of the apostle Peter, and a proof that 
he, like any other of the number, could claim 
only a parity of rank.. (See Karl Lbchler ; N. 
T. Lehre vom heil. Amt , p. 186 f. [Doctrine of the 
New Testament concerning the sacred office.]). 

Ver. 15-17. Who - - - prayed for them.— 
The sendee which the apostles rendered to those 
who were already converted, consisted in offering 
intercessory prayer for the gift of the Holy Ghost 
[“that the faith of the Samaritans who had re¬ 
ceived already the converting influences of the 
8pirit—might be confirmed by a miraculous attes¬ 
tation” (Hackett)]: prayer was combined with the 
imposition of hands, vor. 15, 17. The result was, 
that the converted Samaritans received the Holy 
Ghost. And it would, further, seem as if one 
prayer had been offered in behalf of all, as a single 
or momentary action (aor. irpowigavro), and that 
the imposition of hands was a subsequent act (rrfrr, 
ver. 17); according to this view, the imposition of 
hands on the individuals in succession, oocupied 
a considerable time, and thus, too, the individual 
converts received the Holy Ghost, not simulta¬ 
neously, but one after the other (imperf. eirrritiow 
—tiApPavop). [“The aoristdescribes a momentary 
action, or a single action—the imperfect describes 
an action in its continuance and progress.” Kiih- 
ner: Or. Oram. {256. 8. Rem. 2.—Tb.] 

Vie. 18, 19. a. And when Simon saw.— 
8imon had observed that the Holy Ghost was 
given by means of the laying on of hands of the 
apostles. The latter fact was doubtless apparent 
to him, when he observed certain manifestations 
on the part of the believers, and compared with 
these the prayer of the apostles, to which, like 
others, he had listened. The question whether 
Simon himself had also reoeived the Holy Ghost, 
it at once decided by two considerations: first, if 
he had been so endowed, his oonduct, as described 
in ver. 18, would have been a moral impossi¬ 
bility; secondly, the terms i 66v, etc., obviously 
represent him as a mere spectator, and not as one 
of those who personally received the imposition 
of hands, and the gift of the Spirit. 

b. He offered them money. —Simon again 
betrays the characteristic features of the sorcerer, 
that is, he is completely controlled by selfish con¬ 
siderations, and is interested in that which is 
spiritual and holy, only in so far as it may serve 
as the means of aiding him in his sorceries, and 
enlarging his personal influence and power. His 
true character is, further, revealed by the hope 
which he entertained of gaining his object 
through the medium of money. For as he ex¬ 
pects to influence the apostles by pecuniary con¬ 
siderations, he plainly shows that he himself is 
influenced chiefly by such motives. He views 
the communication of the Spirit in the light of 


magic, that is to say, as a power or authority, 
which does not depend on the moral character, 
but may be exercised or transferred at pleasure. 
The latter view is expressed in the words: lav 
hev&lt r. X- topfl&vy ir. d. 

Ver. 20. Thy money perish with thee.— 
Peter, whose labors had, so far, been strictly as¬ 
sociated with those of John, ver. 14, now steps 
forward, ready to speak and to act, at a moment 
when a prompt decision, and a resolute course of 
action, were needed. He not only positively re¬ 
jects the money, but also, with holy indignation, 
and with the utmost abhorrence, devotes both the 
silver [apyipiov] and the man who offers it, to de¬ 
struction ! The moral indignation and the impre¬ 
cation of Peter are occasioned by Simon’s desire 
and will to purchase God’s gift with money 
[“which, from its very nature, could be only a 
free gift” (J. A. Alex.)]. The term hdpioac, 
namely, is applied not merely to an opinion, 
but also to an established sentiment and a pur¬ 
pose ; the mere opinion, as far as it depends on 
the understanding, could not be subjected to a 
moral judgment and retribution, unless it was 
associated with the general tendency of the will 
and the character, and was in reality dictated by 
them. 

Ver. 21. Thou hast neither part nor lot. 
—After Peter had very righteously repulsed the 
man, and rejected the silver, he next refuses, in 
the most positive terms, to grant the request 
itself. Ab, in the former case, his strong emotion 
led him to begin with the words: rd apy'vp. oov 
etc., so here he begins his refusal with the words 
[in the original] : “There is no part nor lot for 
thee in, etc.,” that is, Thou canst have no share 
at all therein. [“Part and lot are synonymous; 
the former is the literal, the latter, a tropical 
term.” (de Wette).—T r.J. The phrase; iv rtp 
Mytf) robry, must here be interpreted, as the con¬ 
nection shows, not merely in accordance with 

the Hebrew iyi, but also with the classic 

T T 

usage of Adyof, or, as equivalent to ipsa causa, u e. 
“in this matter or thing of which you speak”, name¬ 
ly, the power to bestow the Holy Ghost. That 
mode of interpretation which adheres to the defini¬ 
tion of X6yoc as word , doctrine , and assumes that 
either a participation in the Gospel itself is meant 
(Grotius; Neander), or that the inspired manifes¬ 
tations of the believers are here to be understood 
(Lange), is not consistent with the context, or 
else is too artificial to be considered as setting forth 
the true import. The reason which induces the 
apostle to refuse so absolutely any share to his 
namesake in his apostolic authority, is to bo 
sought for in the insincerity of the sorcerer 
alone.— Thy heart ia not right, [ evdeia , 
straight-forward , (Robinson)— Tb.], not upright, 
not honest, in the eyes of God; thy heart is per¬ 
verted and treacherous. 

Ver. 22, 28. Repent therefore, etc.—This 
is the practical lesson whioh Peter deduces (o£v), 
t. a, “since such is thy state, change thy mind, 
and cease (and) from thy wickedness.”—Peter 
urges Simon to repent and to pray for the for¬ 
giveness of his sin, but gives him no assurance 
of the latter, since the phrase; if perhaps (el 
hpa <fy.) indicates that the result, (u e. whether 
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God will forgive), is doubtful. —’Bwhwo, a (prac¬ 
tical) thought, purpose, plan, is a vox media [t. e. 
it may be applied to an honest purpose, in bonam 
partem , or to one that is dishonest, tn malam par¬ 
tem, according to the context.— Tr.]. The state¬ 
ment of the oanse or reason is here, as in the 
preceding verses, introduced by ydp, although 
that reason had already been indicated by ovv in 
ver. 22. Peter’s words, literally, mean: ««I re¬ 
gard you as a man whose influence will be like 
that of bitter gall and of a bond of unrighteous¬ 
ness, or, as a man who has reached suoh a state.” 
The reference is, primarily, to the personal and 
fixed character of Simon, and secondarily, to the 
pernicious influence which it might be appre¬ 
hended that he would exercise on the newly 
formed church. The bitter gall (in the original a 
Hebraizing genitive [Winer : Oram . N. T. j 34. 
2.]), probably* indicates poison, as, in ancient 
times, the gall of the serpent was supposed to be 
the seat of its poison, even as the German allit¬ 
erative phrfcse; Gift und Oalle [poison and gall] 
assumes that an immediate connection exists be¬ 
tween the two. [Comp. Job xx. 14. "The 
terms here are probably derived from Deut. xxix. 
17, Sept x°ty muqla, eto.” (de Wette).— Tr.]. 
The expression oMeopo$ adudwr occurs in Isai. 
lviii. 6 [in the Sept.], but in an entirely different 
sense; it here implies that Simon’s whole person 
had become, as it were, a single band, a whole 
bundle [translated by some: "bundle of un¬ 
righteousness.” (J. A. Alexander).— Tr.], all the 
component parts of whioh were unrighteousnesses 
[see below, Hom. and Prac. on ver. 18, 19 (6)] ; 
hence the word is analogous in sense to the 
modern German: Ausbund von , etc. [This Ger¬ 
man word, (from ausbindcn, to untie and take 
out, i. e. to select) is sometimes translated para¬ 
gon or quintessence , and is applied to any object 
which exceeds all others of its kind in any good 
or bad quality. —Tr.] 

Ver. 24. Pray ye to the Lord for me.—In 
what light should we regard this language of 
Simon, as well as the sentiments which dictated 
it? Meyer inferred, at an earlier period, from 
the silence which Luke henceforth observes re¬ 
specting Simon, that the sacred writer intended 
to describe, in ver. 24, the beginning of a genuine 
repentance, and that he expected the reader to 
complete in his own mind the history of Simon’s 
entire reformation. This is an erroneous view 
of the case. The old interpretation, which Ne- 
ander, Olshausen, de Wette, and Baumgarten, 
among recent writers, have adopted, and to which 
Meyer himself assents in the last edition of his 
Commentary, undoubtedly presents the true view, 
viz., that no genuine repentance on the part of 
Simon is indicated by the narrative. At the 
same time, however, no value is to be ascribed to 
the patristic accounts of Simon which have been 
preserved, e. g., that he subsequently resumed the 
practice of his magio arts, and, indeed, that his 
eourse became more iniquitous than it had pre¬ 
viously been, inasmuch as he now regarded it as 
the great object of his life to maintain a systema¬ 
tic opposition to the apostles and the Gospel. 
The language of the text before us is sufficiently 
explicit. Peter had demanded two things of Si¬ 
mon: first, that he should repent; seoondly, that 
be should pray for forgiveness. He yields only 


a partial obedience to the latter admonition, or, 
strictly speaking, none at alL In place of pray¬ 
ing himself, and seeking forgiveness, he requests 
the apostles to pray for him. But by this course 
he betrays, first of all, that his heart is not truly 
contrite, and, secondly, that he still entertains 
superstitious views, since he expects miraculous 
results from the intercessory prayers of others, 
without his own self-abasement before God, or 
supplications offered by himself. And, further, 
we cannot suppose that an individual has sin¬ 
cerely and truly repented, who, like Simon in 
the present case, is alarmed solely by the conse¬ 
quences, that is, the punishment of sin, but is 
not influenced by a sense of his own moral guilt 
and baseness. He is moved by a dread of the 
evils with which he is menaced («v eipfsare), but 
not by any abhorrence of the sin itself of which 
he is guilty. These are not indications which 
can enoourage us to believe that Simon enter¬ 
tained a godly sorrow, that he sincerely repent¬ 
ed, and that he became a renewed man; we can¬ 
not, therefore, speak of his conversion as “ a glo¬ 
rious victory Of the superior spiritual power of 
the apostles ” [quoted by Leehler from an early 
edition of Meyer’s Commentary, but essentially 
changed in the last edition.—Stier says, in this 
connection (Redsn d. Ap . L 195, 2d ed.): “Simon 
speaks here almost like Pharaoh, who afterwards 
hardened himself; see Exod. viii. 29; ix. 28; x. 
17 .”—Tb.] 

Ver. 25. They - - - returned.—The two 
apostles did not content themselves with impart¬ 
ing to the new converts of that one locality fuller 
religious instructions than the latter had hitherto 
received. (This was the did&oicetv, whioh, in Matt, 
xxviii. 20, follows the /3a7m£etv in the order of 
time, but also constitutes a part of the padyrebeev; 
see above, Exxo. and Crit., note a. ulL on ver. 
5). Peter and John, therefore, after having 
been engaged in the labors already described, 
devoted themselves to others of a direct mission¬ 
ary character, and preached the Gospel in many 
villages of Samaria, before they returned to Je¬ 
rusalem. That these labors were not hastily per¬ 
formed, but were continued for some time, and 
that the return of the apostles was, consequently, 
somewhat delayed, are circumstances very plain¬ 
ly indicated by the Imperfect ( fariorpefov — 
cvqyyeteZovro), whioh is, for critical reasons, to be 
preferred to the Aorist. [See the note numbered 
5, appended to the text, above, ver. 14-25, and 
also Exeq. and Crit., ver. 15-17, ult— Tr.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Baptism and the gift of the Spirit, missionary 
and apostolical labors —what is the relation which 
the one sustains to the other ? The converted Sa¬ 
maritans had received baptism, but not one of their 
number had with it received the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, ver. 16. Does this latter expression de¬ 
note exclusively the extraordinary gifts and mi¬ 
raculous manifestations of the Spirit, so that we 
are authorized to assume that the new converts 
had, at their baptism, and in conjunction with it, 
already received the ordinary gift of the Holy 
Ghost? (Lohb: Aphorismen, p. 29 f.). Not at 
all! Such an assumption is altogether arbitrary, 
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and requires us to obtrude the distinction just 
specified, upon the text, whereas nvtvpa dyiov oc¬ 
curs in ver. 15, 17, 18, without any indication of 
stteh a distinction. We can, moreover, discover 
no explioit. doctrinal passage in the New Testa¬ 
ment which would furnish a firm foundation for 
the assumption that the gift of the Holy Ghost 
was immediately and inseparably connected with 
baptism. Even oh. ii. 88, when closely examined, 
does not sustain this view, and oh. x. 44, 47, 48, 
proves that God can impart the Holy Ghost even 
before baptism. The baptism with water, accord¬ 
ingly, is not always accompanied by the baptism 
with the Spirit, as if the latter were dependent 
upon it, but may in some cases be separated from 
it by a certain intervening period of time. The 
determination of the order or sequence belongs 
to Him who causes His Spirit to descend accord¬ 
ing to his own pleasure (John iii. 8), and who 
has also in this respect “put the times and sea¬ 
sons in his own power.” (Acts L 7). We are 
hardly in a position to fathom the causes avid 
conditions on which the simultaneousness or the 
succession of the baptism with water and of 
that with the Spirit, depends, or, in any special 
case, to exhibit these causes distinctly in certain 
natural and finite instruments and persons. 
When Neander, for instance, refers to the cir¬ 
cumstance that the Samaritans had not yet re¬ 
ceived the Holy Ghost, he alleges that the cause lay 
in the new converts themselves, and adds the ex¬ 
planatory remark, that they had at first received 
the preaching concerning Christ merely in an out¬ 
ward manner, and had only afterwards, when the 
apostles arrived and addressed them, been in¬ 
wardly impressed or affected; but he obtrudes 
this distinction upon the entire narrative, whioh 
furnishes no support whatever for it. Others 
have supposed that the most simple explanation 
which could be given of the fact is the following: 
Philip was not an apostle, whereas Peter and 
John were, emphatically, apostle*; they accord¬ 
ingly believe that the gift of the Holy Ghost 
could be conferred by none but apostles. This 
is the view not only of the Romish and the An¬ 
glican churches (both of whioh, in conformity to 
it, regard the administration of the rite of Con¬ 
firmation as exclusively a function of the episco¬ 
pate), but also of many Protestant commentators. 
The latter believe that the explanation of the fact 
before us is to be derived solely from the circum¬ 
stance that the giving of the Holy Ghost was re¬ 
served for the apostles, as such. But Luke can¬ 
not have entertained this opinion, since he re¬ 
lates in the very next chapter (ix. 17 ff.), that 
the Damascene Christian Ananias, at the com¬ 
mand of Christ, put his bands on Saul and bap¬ 
tised him, in order to impart the Holy Ghost to 
him. Yet Ananias himself was not an apostle, 
nor even one of the Seven, like Philip. The lat¬ 
ter cannot therefore have been prevented by any 
harrier, such as an official restriction, from be¬ 
ing the medium of an outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost on those whom he bad baptized. It is 
also an error to assume, at the same time, that 
the.rason for which the apostles sent two of 
their own number to Samaria, is to be found pre¬ 
cisely in their wish to aid the Samaritans in re¬ 
ceding the gift of the Holy Ghost as well as 
baptism (Meyer). For the narrative by no means 


states that the apostles in Jerusalem had heard 
tint any want of this description existed in Sa- 
maria: it simply informs us that intelligence 
reached them “that Samaria had received the 
word of God,” and that they at once sent thither 
two of their number. Their real motive is ap¬ 
parent : they desired to recognize by that act the 
work of evangelization which had been commenced 
in Samaria without their direct agency, to form a 
bond of union between the new converts and 
themselves, and to avow and sustain the principle 
of the unity of the Church of Christ, the interests 
of which had been specially intrusted to them. 
While they were influenced by these considera¬ 
tions, the two apostles ascertained, after their 
arrival, that, by imparting the Holy Ghost, they 
could materially strengthen the new converts, 
and aid in the work of maintaining the moral 
purity and uprightness of the congregation, in 
view of the equivocal purposes’ of the sorcerer. 

2. The imposition of hands is here mentioned a 
second time in the Acts (comp. vL 6). It was a 
sign, in the first place, (after the intercessory 
prayer, ver. 16, had been once offered for all the 
baptized persons), of the communication of the 
gift to the individual; it was, as a symbolical ac¬ 
tion, a sign, in the second place, and also the 
medium, of the actual impartation of the Spirit 
and of spiritual life. But it clearly appears from 
ch. ix. 17, that the laying on of hands was not 
an act which the apostles exclusively were au¬ 
thorized to perform, and, from ch. x. 44 ff., that 
this act was not the sole, the indispensable, and, 
as it were, the only lawful, medium in commu¬ 
nicating the Spirit. 

8. The conduct of Simon Magus, which be¬ 
trayed that he had not “put off the old man” 
[Eph. iv. 22], has, from the earliest times, been 
regarded as the type of a procedure which de¬ 
rives from him the name of Simony. He desired 
to acquire a special spiritual power by means of 
money; hence the Church with great propriety 
applies the name of crimen simonim to the act of 
giving or offering secular means and advantages 
as a compensation for the conferring of spiritual 
things (such as ecclesiastical offices or Church 
preferment, ordination, etc.); and the guilty 
man is termed eimoniacus. A striking proof of 
the purity and power of the Christian sentiments 
imparted to the apostles by the Holy Ghost, is 
tarnished by the conduot of Peter, who at once 
discerns the true character of the hypocrite, in¬ 
stantaneously, without any hesitation, judicially 
repels the tempter, and surveys the temptation 
with abhorrence and a holy zeaL The ethical 
judgment pronounced by Peter exposes the two¬ 
fold sin from whieh the temptation proceeded: 
(a) the desire to obtain from men that which God 
alone can bestow (rijv dopeav tov Oeov ); (6) the 
desire to obtain by his own means, even by mo¬ 
ney, that which is solely a free gift of the grace 
of God (rift dopeav tov 0«w-—d<d XP* KToadai). It 
is precisely the latter that constitutes Simony. 
If the apostles had desired to grant the request of 
Simon (which, however, they could not have done, 
according to (a) above), they would have vio¬ 
lated the express command of the Lord: dopedv 
kbetperc, dopeav ddre. Mt. x. 8. 

4. Simon is a type not only of all the simonists, 
but also of all the heretics who have since arisen 
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in the Church. It is well known that this marus 
has been regarded ever since the second cenUffy, 
as the prominent leader of an heretical school, and, 
indeed, as magister et progenitor omnium hseretico- 
rum (Irik. ado. hser. I. 27), and that a Gnostico- 
heretical system has been ascribed to him person¬ 
ally. It is undoubtedly true that a legendary 
influence is perceptible in the accounts which 
hare been preserved respecting this man. Still, 
it would be inconsistent with enlarged views and 
with the dictates of true wisdom to overlook the 
deep truth which constitutes the foundation of 
these traditional accounts. Simon’s error con¬ 
sisted essentially in combining pagan with Chris¬ 
tian principles, inasmuch as he expected to ac¬ 
quire and exercise the power of conferring the 
Holy Ghost, as a magic art, and obtain increased 
facilities for gratifying his ambitious and cov¬ 
etous spirit. He intended, accordingly, to com¬ 
bine in practice his heathenish trade as a sor¬ 
cerer with Christianity. But he must have had 
a conception of the whole subject which was still 
indistinct: his views, if unfolded in the practice 
which he proposed to adopt, would have ulti¬ 
mately led to the theory of an amalgamation of 
pagan superstition and Christian faith. What¬ 
ever course an individual may pursue in actual 
life, he will endeavor to justify it by adopting 
any theory that will satisfy himself and the world 
around him. Hence we cannot fail to see the 
germs of a Gnostic, and, in general, of an here¬ 
tical tendency in the sentiments which Simon 
obviously entertains. The book of thx Acts, as 
a whole, shadows forth or exhibits the germs, as 
it were, of all the events and phenomena which 
belong to the subsequent history of the Church 
of Christ. Simon Magus, for instance, is, in his 
personal history, a prefiguration of later occur¬ 
rences. He became a Christian, but no inward 
change occurred in him, since he attempted to 
combine Christianity with his heathenish sorcery. 
He is thus the representative of all those unsound 
theories, devices and parties within the pale of 
Christendom, of which the main object was the 
combination of foreign elements with the Gos¬ 
pel, or the retention of paganism under a Chris¬ 
tian garb; the issue of all such efforts is also 
prefigured in his history. 

6. On this occasion Peter employed the binding 
key [an allusion to "the office of the keys,” *. e. 
the binding and the* loosing key, Matt. xvi. 19; 
xviii. 18; John,xx. 23 .—Tb.]. He did not, it is 
true, in distinct terms pronounce an anathema 
upon Simon Magus—he did not expressly exclude 
him from the Lord’s Table, and expel him from 
the Church of Christ; but he desired, as far as 
he himself was concerned, that destruction (an6- 
Xeia) might come upon Simon. Now this lan¬ 
guage implies at least a temporary exclusion 
from the communion of the Church and the Sa¬ 
crament. The apostle stands before this man as 
one who is invested with full authority, although 
his words do not assume the form of the defini¬ 
tive sentence of a judge, but rather that of an 
imprecation (elq). The reason which he assigns, 
vis., bn r^v Sopehv etc., plainly shows that his 
imprecatory language was not dictated by any 
highly excited personal feeling, by a carnal seal, 
or by the fervor of passion, but by an ethically 
pure and righteous zeal for the honor of God and 


of his cause. And that his zeal was not fanati¬ 
cal in its character, or one that disregarded the 
spiritual interests of an erring soul, is demon¬ 
strated in the most beautiful manner, when he 
exhorts Simon to repent and become changed in 
mind, ver. 22; he likewise admonishes the of¬ 
fender to offer prayer in a penitent spirit to the 
Redeemer, os the way that may conduct him to 
forgiveness [see note 4, above, appended to the 
text —Tb.] 

6. The ethical character of Christianity is most 
gloriously revealed in this apostolical declaration, 
which assumes a strictly categorical form. Peter 
takes away from Simon, ver. 21, in the most ex¬ 
plicit manner, all hope of obtaining by any pos¬ 
sibility the power to confer the Holy Ghost. The 
cause lay in his own heart, which was not up¬ 
right In the practice of magic arts, no regard 
whatever is paid to the moral sentiments either 
of the operator or of the subject to whom these 
arts are applied; purity of heart and integrity 
of character are here of not the slightest import¬ 
ance. But in the kingdom of God, none can re¬ 
ceive grace or the gift of divine grace without 
corresponding moral qualifications; here, integ¬ 
rity and uprightness of heart are indispensable. 

7. Peter’s language leaves the point in doubt, 
whether Simon actually will obtain the forgiveness 
of sin —not, however, because forgiveness in itself 
is an uncertain matter, but because he entertains 
doubts himself respecting the sincerity of Simon’s 
repentance and conversion. The great danger 
which proceeds from the frame of mind in whioh 
he finds this wretched man, is the sole cause 
which prevents him from giving Simon an un¬ 
conditional assurance of his pardon. It is con¬ 
trary to the Scriptures, and a very hazardous 
course, to inftise doubts into the soul of any indi¬ 
vidual respecting the forgiveness of his sins, or 
to teach, as the Romish Church does, that he can 
never be fully assured of the divine forgiveness 
of his sins. But it is equally as unscriptural 
and as dangerous to the souls of men, to repre¬ 
sent this assurance or certainty of the divine par¬ 
don as independent of the state or fitness of the 
heart. Now the latter was wanting in Simon, 
as ver. 24 demonstrates, even after the solemn 
appeal which the apostle made to his conscience. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Veb. 14. Now when the apostles - - at 
Jerusalem heard, etc. — Persecution cannot 
weaken the zeal of faithftil shepherds in laboring 
for the welfare of the church. It is of great im¬ 
portance that the faith of the members of newly 
organized congregations should be steadily main¬ 
tained and strengthened. Let there be no envy 
among the servants of God; let none of them 
look with jealousy on the blessing which attends 
the labors of others. (Starke).—The most emi¬ 
nent apostles, Peter and John, come, in a frater¬ 
nal spirit to the aid of Philip, who occupies a 
subordinate position. (Apost. Past.).—The storm 
of persecution carried a seed away from the plant, 
and deposited it in a good soil. The Gospel, which 
is to be preached to all nations, here comes forth 
from the temple of the covenant people into an 
outer court; it reaches a people, which, occupy- 
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ing an intermediate position* in its relations to 
Jews and Gentiles, was acquainted with the law 
and the promisee given to Israel, and partially 
observed them. (Leonh. and Sp.).—Even as the 
Lord Jesus sent nis disciples two and two before 
his face (Lu. x. 1), so the holy college of the 
apostles, devoutly imitating this example, sent 
* forth two of their number—that faithful pair of 
disciples, whom the hand of God united so inti¬ 
mately in the path of duty. The testimony of 
the truth is intended to be proclaimed in fqll har¬ 
mony by the mouth of two witnesses, and their 
fraternal love is intended to be a source of com¬ 
fort and encouragement to both. (ib.).— The first 
ecclesiastical visitation: I. The occasion: (a) spirit¬ 
ual life has been imparted, but needs support, ver. 
14; (b) a certain want exists in the church, which 
must be supplied, ver. 16. II. The visitors: (a) Pe¬ 
ter-apostolical earnestness and zeal; (6) John— 
evangelical mildness and gentleness. III. The 
functions of chief pastors: (a) humble prayer in 
the name of the church, ver. 16, and, (6) sacerdotal 
imposition of hands in the name of God, ver. 17. 
IV. The results: (a) the congregation is strength¬ 
ened, ver. 17, and, (6) sifted, ver. 18 ff. 

Ver. 15. Who - - prayed. —The pastor’s 
work includes prayer as well as preaching. God 
does not withhold an answer to the prayers of his 
servants for the salvation of the souls intrusted to 
their care. 

Ver. 16. As yet he wan fallen upon none 
of them; only they were baptised.— The 
baptism of the Spirit must be combined with the 
baptism with water, else the latter remains in¬ 
complete, and the individual is no true Christian. 
With which baptism hast thou been baptized? 

Via. 17. Then laid they their hands on 
them.—This imposition of hands, combined with 
prayer, is the holy type of our ecclesiastical 
Confirmation, which is intended to be neither 
more nor less than the avouchment and sealing 
of the Spirit received in Baptism. (Leonh. and 
Sp.).— The holy rite of Confirmation: considered 
with respect, I. To its origin: it is not, indeed, a 
sacramental institution of the Lord, but it is a 
venerable order or usage of the church; II. To 
its significance: it is not, indeed, a substitute for, 
or repetition of, baptism, but it is a confirmation 
of the baptismal confession of faith, and of bap¬ 
tismal grace; III. To its effects: it is not; indeed, 
an infallible means of imparting the Holy Ghost, 
as in the case of the apostolical imposition of 
hands on the Samaritans, but it is a spiritual 
blessing of incalculable value to hearts that are 
properly disposed to receive it. 

Ver. 18, 19; comp. ver. 28, 24 Simon - - 
offered them money, saying, Give me also 
this power.— The sin of converting church mat¬ 
ters and spiritual gifts into articles of trade, 
either as buyers or sellers, is the sin which 
Simon committed, t. Simony. With respect to 
this subject, the following points claim attention 
(from Apost. Past.): (a) Simony originates in a 
covetous and ambitious heart. As Simon had, during 
a long period, wielded a considerable influence, 
snd practised his sorceries among the people, but 
now ascertained that the powers of the apostles 
diminished his influence and his profits, he basely 
iwsolved to acquire new honor, and secure new 
gains, by means of money. Thus all who seize 


on offices by dishonest means, are governed by 
no other motive than that of serving their idols— 
honor, or the belly [Phil. iii. 19], or mammon.— 
The church has, therefore, from tne earliest times, 
regarded Simon, on sufficient grounds, as the 
father of heresy, and the type of sectarianism. 
The hidden motive, indeed, of nearly every found¬ 
er of a sect, is a thirst for spiritual power com¬ 
bined with immeasurable arrogance, which em¬ 
ploys audacity and a plausible appearance as the 
means for bewitching people who look merely at 
the surface. (5) The sin of Simon, further, be¬ 
trays that his heart was full of bitter gall, and was, 
in truth, a bundle of manifold unrighteousness. His. 
heart was full of bitter gall, i. e. t full of litter 
envy, when he saw the blessing that attended the 
labors of the apostles, and the superiority of their 
divine preaching to his magic arts. There was a 
bundle of unrighteousness in his hdhrt. For in¬ 
stance, although he had become a Christian, he 
had no intention to exhibit his Christianity by 
bearing the cross and following Jesus; he desired 
to become a proud worker of miracles, and, con¬ 
sequently, we find a carnal mind in him. Then, 
he continued with the apostles in appearance 
only, for, in his heart, he was irritated when they 
succeeded, and thus he secretly cherished hypoc¬ 
risy in his bosom. He hoped to bewitch these 
servants of Jesus with his money, as he had pre¬ 
viously bewitched the people with his sorceries, 
and as he was himself bewitched by the idols of 
honor and mammon; hence he entertained de¬ 
grading views respecting the apostles, and looked 
on them and their office with mean and sordid 
feelings. And this bundle or combination of envy 
and jealousy, of a carnal mind, and degrading 
views of the sacred office and of those who are 
invested with it, is even yet the characteristic 
mark of the followers of Simon, (c) Simon is 
anxious to obtain, not but kgovoiav, a pow¬ 
er to do certain acts, ver. 19. He did not desire 
to conduct men to the wells of salvation, by 
preaching the Gospel, but rather to acquire em¬ 
inence by the exhibition of great power. In this 
respect all those resemble him who seek an ^ec¬ 
clesiastical] office without having yet obtained 
grace, and who are influenced, not by a desire to 
labor in the service of the Lord, or to do good to 
the souls of men, but by considerations that refer 
to their own dignity, rank or power. Those per¬ 
sons, too, belong to this class, who are anxious 
to acquire certain official qualifications, but alto¬ 
gether overlook those which are derived from the 
sanctification of the souL They are diligent in 
collecting stores of showy learning, and are eager 
to exhibit the possession of the gift of a graceful 
and attractive delivery, hut their efforts are not 
directed to the acquisition of an enlightened un¬ 
derstanding, a renewed heart, and a mind de¬ 
voted to the Lord. “In this rejoice not, that the 
spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, 
because your names are written in heaven.” 
Lu. x. 20.—(d) Simon offered the apostles money or 
“ treasures .” There are many who do not pre¬ 
cisely offer ready money as a compensation, but 
attempt to secure an office by the offer of a val¬ 
uable consideration of another kind. How often 
the office constitutes a dowry! How often the 
door of the sheepfold refuses to open, until the 
patron of the benefice has been reached by clan- 
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destine means! («) Simon regards the divine 
punishments with servile fear, in consequence of 
his evil purpose. He dreads the condemnation 
with which he is threatened by the apostles; yet 
no conversion takes place; he simply desires, in 
a slavish manner, to escape punishment. He 
cannot pray himself, with a joyful spirit, but says, 
in his alarm: ‘Pray ye for me! ’ This is still the 
condition of pastors who are guilty of the sin of 
simony; they are perpetually harassed by a 
slavish fear. They bear with them an evil con¬ 
science, and cannot possibly derive enjoyment 
from their office; they can never unreservedly 
put their trust in God, and aot in the name of 
Jesus.—“Pastors should apply this case as a test 
to themselves, and ascertain whether they have 
obtained their office pr6 jure et titulo; if their 
conscience accuses them, let them take the path 
which the apostle directs Simon to pursue, ver. 
22. All candidati ministerii may find a standing 
warning in this text, and learn from it that no 
real advantage can ever be derived from the use 
of unfair means.” 

Ver. 20. Thy money perish with thee!— 
This is the language of the moneyless Peter, who 
had said to the lame man: ‘ Silver and gold have 
I none.’ (ch. iii. 6). He speaks with a holy ab¬ 
horrence of the avarice and hypocrisy which Si¬ 
mon had so shamelessly betrayed, and speaks, 
too, with a distinct recollection of the Lord’s 
words: “Freely ye have received, freely give.” 
[Matt. x. 8]. The “Successors of Peter” have 
not always thought, spoken, and acted in this 
manner.—There are none with whom we should 
deal with more severity than with hypocrites, 
who enter the vineyard of Christ under plausible 
pretences, to the great injury of the souls of men. 
(Apost. Past.).—But those who wish to be zea¬ 
lous after the manner of the apostles, must also 
possess a portion of their spirit, (ib.).—It is one 
thing to condemn, and another to convince an 
individual that he is in a state of condemnation. 
(Starke).—And these two points, also, the succes¬ 
sors of Peter have sometimes overlooked. 

Ver. 21. Thou hast neither part nor lot. 
—He who prefers that his part and lot'should 
consist in the things of this world, will have no 
share in those that are spiritual and eternal.— 
Thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 
—When we rebuke sinners, it is always neces¬ 
sary to direct their attention to the state of their 
hearts. It is not sufficient to refer to their 
outward acts; it is far more to their advantage 
when we expose to them the original source from 
which their evil deeds proceed. And, therefore, 
when we assail a particular sin, while we occupy 
ithe pulpit, or at our pastoral visits, we should 
=always show that the unconverted heart is the 
‘true source of that sin. This procedure is, above 
: all, needed in the case of hypocrites. (Apost. 
Past.). 

Ver. 22.— Repent, therefore, etc.—Pastors 

• ought to labor sincerely for the salvation of those 
whose sins they condemn, and guide them to the 
way of salvation by urging them to repent. 2 

• Cor. xii. 19. (Starke).—An apostle of the Lord, 
who came “ not to destroy men’s lives, but to save 
them” [Luke ix. 66], bears with him not only 
the thunderbolt of law, but also the olive-branch 

■ of the Gospel, which offers forgiveness to all re¬ 


pentant sinners. (Leonh. and Sp.).— And pray 
God. —It is of great importance that we should 
urge inquiring souls to offer prayer to God them¬ 
selves : such counsel is adapted to sins of every 
kind: it points to the only means that oan afford 
relief to a soul which is conscious of its guilt and 
misery.—If perhaps - - - forgive thee. —Pe¬ 
ter does not intend to represent the forgiveness 
of Simon as a doubtful point, but only to exhibit 
to him the great danger in which he is placed, 
and the necessity of sincere repentance. An 
evangelical pastor must adopt proper precautions, 
must furnish remedies against levity of mind, as 
well as against a weak faith or unbelief, and be 
carefhl, while he guards men against an unneces¬ 
sary anxiety, not to establish them in a state of 
false security. (Apost. Past.). 

Ver. 28. Gall of bitterness. —Nothing is 
more offensive to the taste of men than gall; so, 
too, nothing is more abominable in the eyes of 
God than deceitfulness and lies. Ps. v. 6. (Starke). 
—The bitter gall of the heart must be expelled 
by the bitterness of repentance, that is, one bit¬ 
ter thing must be expelled by another, before the 
sweetness of the Gospel and the goodness of the 
Lord can be tasted. [Ps. xxxiv. 8]. (ib.). 

Ver. 24. Pray y© - - - that none, etc.— 
Behold here the characteristic features of an imper¬ 
fect or false repentance: (a) “Pray ye for me.” 
In such a case, the individual is converted simply 
in the Bight of men, and unto men, who are chosen 
as mediators, but he is not converted in the sight 
of God, and unto Ood. ( b ) “ That none of these 
things - - - come upon me.” Such an indivi¬ 
dual simply desires to be delivered from punish¬ 
ment by indulgence, but not to be delivered from 
sin by forgivenesss and purification.—“Thus Si¬ 
mon approached, step by step, that destruction 
from which there is no deliverance, although at 
every step which he took, grace rebuked, warned, 
and called him: thus his latter end was worse 
than the beginning. [2 Pet. ii. 20]. He had re¬ 
ceived grace, but in place of applying it consci¬ 
entiously, he employed it in promoting carnal 
purposes. The wonderful works of God which he 
beheld, did not fill him with humility, but only 
tempted and animated anew his arrogant spirit 
He sought to acquire a more precious gift than 
he had already received, but it was his purpose 
to employ it in destroying the souls of men. The 
call to repentance reached him, but did not in¬ 
fuse life into his soul; it simply led him to think 
of means for escaping the temporal punishment 
of his sin.” (Rudelbach).— The precious gift of the 
Holy Ghost: I. It completes the work commenced 
by the word and the sacraments,-ver. 14-17; IL 
It can neither be obtained by any human art, nor 
be purchased with money, ver. 18-21; III. It is 
a free gift of God, reserved for those who repent 
and believe, ver. 22-25.— The Holy Spirit, a gift 
of the grace of God: I. Freely bestowed on up¬ 
right souls (the Samaritans); IL Never sold to 
the deceitful at any price (Simon). 

Ver. 25. They returned — and preached 
the gospel in many villages. —The true 
torches of God, enkindled by the fire of divine 
love, afford both light and warmth wherever they 
appear.—Even when we are travelling, the fear 
of God should be our guide, and the love of our 
neighbor, be our companion, John iv. 3-6.—The 
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nan is very guilty, whose arrogance leads him 
to desire a pastorate in an eminent city, and re¬ 
ject one in a despised village. What else are 
these distinguished apostles here, but village 
preachers! (Starke).—It is, indeed, very painful 
to a servant of Chnst, when he had hoped to de¬ 
rive pleasure from a soul that seemed to be con¬ 
verted, but is disappointed in the end. How¬ 
ever, he should not despair. If he is disappointed 
in one case, all his hopes may be fulfilled in other 
eases. If Simon is found to be deceitful, the 
Lord awakens in his place the Ethiopian eu¬ 
nuch, ver. 27. (Ap. Past.).— The evidence of the 
vital power of the Church of Christ: I. It daily ex¬ 


tends its borders, amid the opposition of the 
world; II. It promotes the spiritual growth of 
believers, Ijy communicating the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost; III. It maintains its own purity by a strict 
judgment in the case of hypocrites and false 
teachers. (Leonh. and Sp.).— The circumstances 
under which the Gospel went forth for the first time 
into all the world: I. The holy order appointed 
by the Lord was here maintained, ver. 14-17; 
II. That order was violated by the sin of man, 
ver. 18, 19; III. The watchfulness and fidelity 
of the shepherds preserved the flocks from the 
dangers that threatened them, ver. 20-25. (Lang- 
bein.) 


B.— PHILIP 18 EMPLOYED AS AN INSTRUMENT IN THE CONVERSION OF A PROSELYTE PROM A DIS 
TANT COUNTRY, AN OFFICER AT THE COURT OF CANDACE, THE QUEEN OF THE ETHIOPIANS. 

Chapter VIII. 26-40. 


26 And the [But an] angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go tow¬ 
ard the south, unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem uuto Gaza, which is desert. # 

27. *And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority 
[a eunuch and high officer] under [of] Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had 
the charge of [who was appointed over] all her treasure, and [who (om. and)] 1 had 

28 come to Jerusalem for to worship, ♦[And, re] Was returning, and sitting in his cha- 

29 riot read [and reading] Esaias the prophet. *Then [But] the Spirit said unto Philip, 

30 Go near, and join [attach] thyself to this chariot. *And Philip ran thither to him 
[ran near (to it)], and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou 

31 [then, <ipd ye] what thou readest? ♦And [But] he said, How can I [How should I 
be able], except some man should [if some one does not] guide me? And he desired 

32 Philip that he would [invited Philip to] come up and sit with him. ♦[But] The place 
[contents] of the Scripture which he read was this [were these], He was led as a 
sheep to the slaughter; [,] and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, [;] so opened 

33 [opens] he not his mouth: *In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and 
[but] who shall declare his generation ? for his life is taken [away] from the earth. 

34 *And [Then, £e] the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh 

35 the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man [one]? ♦Then [But] Philip 
opened his mouth, and began at the same [at this] Scripture, and preached unto him 

36 [the gospel concerning] Jesus. *And as they [thus] went on their way [travelled 
on the road], they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See [Behold], 

37 here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 2 *[Omit the entire 37/4 verse .] 

And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he an- 

38 swered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. *And he commanded 
the chariot to [that the chariot should] stand still; and they went down both into the 

39 water, both [om. both] Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. ♦And [But] 
when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 3 caught [carried] 
away Philip, that [and, xal] the eunuch saw him no more: [,] and [for, yap] he went 

40 on his way rejoicing. ♦But Philip was found at Azotus [Ashdod]: ana passing 
through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Cesarea. 


1 Ver. S7. Lachmann omits 3v [of text. ree.], before in accordance with but few MSS. [A. 0.1)., also Cod. Sin. 

Vulg.]; it is found in most of the MSS. [E. G. H., and afterwards added in C. D.l and ancient versions [Syr.1; it was proba¬ 
bly omitted for no other reason than that iBov ivrfp was supposed to be immediately connected with the verb «AtjAv0«i [where¬ 
as, irijp is a nominative absolute (Meyer), Winbr : Gram, \ 63. 2. d. —6* was inserted in Cod. Sin. by a later hand.—In the 
aw verse, rfa before /SeuriA. of text. rec. and G. H. and fathers, is omitted by Lach., Tiech. and Alf- in accordance with 
A. B. a B. and Cod. Sin^-TE.1. 

# 1 Ver. 36. The text** rcceptus Inserts the following [as ver. 871. eltr* W 6 ♦lAiwtroc it wurrnkis ^ BXrft rije icapita*, e£«<mr. 

Assapduf 31 cZws* tlumvta rbv viov tow S«ov tlyau to?‘I iprovv Xpt<rr6v. These clauses are found only in a single uncial MS-, 
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namelj, but also in about 20 [specified] minuscule mss., in some ancient versions [Vulg. etc.], and in the fathers, from 
the time of Irenasus, but with very great variations [which is “another strong mark of spuriousness in a disputed pas¬ 
sage.” (Alford)l. On the other hand, all these clauses are entirely omitted in A. B. C. Q. H. [“there is here ahiatns in D.” (de 
Wette)], as well as in the Sinaitic MS. [which exhibits no signs of an erasure or correction]; also in more than 60 [speci¬ 
fied] minuscule mss., in ancient versions, and in some fathers. The whole is, without doubt, spurious, although an addition 
of an early date. It was intended to fill up an apparent void, and furnish a statement of Philip’s assent and examination 
of the eunuch’s faith, both of which seemod to be wanting. Lach., Tisch. and others, very properly cancel the whole 
verse. [It is inserted with brackets in Stier and Theile’s Polyg. Bible. Alford, who omits the whole, adopts the following 
explanation, suggested by Meyer: “The insertion appears to have been made to suit the formularies of the baptismal 
liturgies, etc.” The text, rtc. does not strictly adhere to E., which exhibits eav before vicreveif, adds erov after aapftta*, and 
substitutes <r«>0i)<rct, according to Tisch. for f(c<my. J. A. Alexander regards the external testimony for and opxR’nsf the 
genuineness of the verse as “ very nearly balanced,” and would prefer to retain the latter. Hackett appears to regard tbs 
weight of the testimony as unfavorable to the retention of the passage, but adds: “ The interpolation, if it be such, is as 
old certainly as the time of Irenrens, etc.”—Tn.] 

* Ver. 39. The Alexandrian MS. [A], after presenting the original reading, inserts between avrvpa and jcvpfov, as an 
emendation, the following words: aytov inivtcrtv iri rhr dvvovxor • iyyt Aor W. This correction was made, according to 
the testimony of Tischendorf, by the original hand. [Tisch. says: ipee *corrtxi f, indicating by the single asterisk tbs 
original writer of the MSS.—TbJ. Seven minuscule mss., p couple of versions, and Jerome, have adopted these words, 
which, however, are unquestionably interpolated, and were intended to improve the text; they are, besides, omitted in the 
Sinaitic manuscript [which exhibits the reading of the text, rtc, —Te.J 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Veil. 26. a . And the angel of the Lord, 
etc.—Philip was still in Samaria when he re¬ 
ceived this command. Zeller, it is true, has as¬ 
serted, that he must have returned to Jerusalem 
before the apostles, and could not have elsewhere 
received the commission. This view seems to be 
supported by the circumstance that Philip was 
directed to take “ the way that goeth down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” The region, however, to 
which Philip was to proceed, was undoubtedly 
situated toward the south from Samaria, and 
hence no inference of a decisive character can be 
deduced from the mention of the “way that 
goeth down from Jerusalem.’* But the principal 
objection to Zeller’s view is derived from ver. 26, 
which distinctly speaks of the return only of the 
two apostles to Jerusalem, without mentioning 
that of Philip, who must therefore be considered 
as having, for the present, remained in Samaria. 
—Rationalistic interpreters, e. y., Eckermann, 
have assumed that the angel mentioned in this 
verse, appeared to Philip only in a dream, and 
appoal, in support of their view, to the word 
6v&otj]-&i ; but as the text does not even remotely 
indicate that the occurrence took place at night, 
this word, standing alone, as little implies that 
Philip was asleep at the time, as it represents the 
high priest mentioned in ch. v. 17, as being in 
that state; it graphically describes, on the con¬ 
trary, the summons to proceed to action, [ava- 
ordf, ver. 27, does not refer to a couch, but is a 
well known Hebraism, (de Wette). Comp. Winer. 
JC6. 4. Obs. on c). Tb.] 

b. Go toward the south - - unto Gaza. 
—Philip is commanded to proceed to the south, 
t. e. south of Samaria, or in a southerly direction, 
which did not necessarily require him to pass 
through Jerusalem; he could, on the contrary, 
take a nearer road. He is informed that he can 
recognize the road by two features; 1, it is the one 
that leads from Jerusalem to Gaza; 2, the road 
itself is ipypoc. Gaza, one of the five chief cities 
of the Philistines, was situated near the southern 
boundary of Canaan, somewhat less than three 
miles from the Mediterranean. It had frequently 
been destroyed in times of war, and as fre¬ 
quently been rebuilt. It was again laid in ruins 
about A. D. 65, by tbe insurgent Jews, when 
Gessius Florus was the Procurator, but was sub¬ 
sequently restored. Many interpreters refer the 
clause: atmf korlv ipypoc to the city of Gaza, and 


suppose that it means that the city had been de¬ 
stroyed, and was now uninhabited, or else, that 
it was no longer fortified. The latter view can¬ 
not be philologically sustained, and the former 
is improbable, as that desolation could have 
been but temporary [Robinson: BibL Re*~ IL 
41], and, besides, any reference to it in this pass¬ 
age, in which no interest whatever attaches to 
the city itself, and only a certain road is to he 
described, would be altogether inapposite. This 
clause, therefore, can refer only to 666c, and is 
designed to describe a particular road that led 
to Gaza. And this description “was the more 
necessary, because there were several ways lead¬ 
ing from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (Robinson: Fal¬ 
se stina. II. 748 f.) [Lechler refers to the German 
edition; in the English work of Robinson, the 
passage will be found in Vol. II. p. 614. Lechler 
generally quotes Robinson verbatim, but without 
marks of quotation, in the two or three following 
sentences, but substitutes Beit Jibrin for Betoga- 
bra. K. v. Raumer, who differs from Robinson, 
assigns another route to Philip, viz. through He¬ 
bron, in place of Ramleh. See his Palsestina (4th 
ed. 1860), p. 186, n. 172 e; p. 198 n. 181 f.; and 
App. p. 449. IV. “ On Acts viii. 26 .”—Tb.]. The 
most frequented at the present day, although the 
iongest, is the way by Ramleh; it proceeds at first 
in a north-westerly direction from Jerusalem. 
There are two other more direct roads: one down 
Wady es-Sur&r by Beth-shemesh, the other 
through Wady Musurr to Beit Jibrin or Eleuthe- 
ropolis, and thence to Gaza through a more south¬ 
ern tract The latter now actually passes through 
a desert, that is, through a region which is with¬ 
out villages, and is inhabited only by nomadie 
Arabs. That this district was at that time in 
like manner deserted, is not improbable: there 
is, at least, no mention made of cities or villages 
in the plain between Gaza^and the mountains, 
later than the time of Nehemiah. Hence this 
clause: whioh is desert (constituting a part of 
the angel’s address, as we are constrained to 
believe, and not a parenthetic remark of Luke 
himself), precisely designates the road which 
Philip was to take, in order to meet with the man, 
of whose conversion he was appointed by the 
counsel of God to be the instrument. We do not 
deem it necessary to adduce here the numerous 
conjectures and interpretations which have been 
offered by writers in connection with the three 
words: alnj korlv Iprjftoc. 

Ver. 27, 28. a. And he arose, and went.— 
Philip at once obeyed the instructions which he 
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had received, and, on the road which had been 
indicated to him, met the stranger, or rather, 
now the well known man of high rank, who be¬ 
longed to a distant country. The name of Indtch , 
which tradition assigns to the latter, belongs to 
the domain of fables.—The following narrative 
is an uncommonly beautiftil idyl, belonging to 
the histoiy of missions in the apostolic age, and 
is deeply interesting on account both of its sim¬ 
plicity and graphic character, and of the import¬ 
ance of the events which it describes. 

b. And, behold, a man of Ethiopia, etc.— 
The term <do6 presents the whole scene to ns in a 
vivid manner: Philip, who travels on foot, prob¬ 
ably perceives a conveyance approaching, which 
soon overtakes him. It is occupied by a stran¬ 
ger, who is, by birth, an Ethiopian. Ethiopia 
embraced the highlands on the south of Egypt, 
or the territories to which, in modern times, the 
names of Nubia, Kordofan and Abyssinia have 
been assigned: the island of Meroe [formed by 
two arms of the Nile; Herzog: Reat-Encyk . V. 

18; Robinson’s Lex. art. tOD ; Jot. Ant. ii. 10. 

r : 

2.—Tr.] was the central point of the religion 
and commerce of the kingdom. As far as the 
color of the skin of this man is concerned, we 
have reason to regard him as a negro. Olshau- 
sen’s assertion that he was of Israelitish descent, 
a Jew born in Ethiopia, is very feebly supported 
by the circumstance that he is here found read¬ 
ing Isaiah, particularly as such a view would re¬ 
quire us to assume, in addition, that he was 
reading the original Hebrew. He was a man of 
high rank in his country, and exercised a power¬ 
ful mfluenoe (Sw&ottjs) since he was the chief 
treasurer of his queen. The title of Candaoe 
was, according to Greek and Roman authorities 
(e. $. Pliny, Hut. Nat. VI. 85), usually assigned 
to the queens who, in that age, ruled over Ethi¬ 
opia (MeroS;. Luke terms this wealthy lord also 
a which, literally, signifies one who has 

been emasculated. But persons of this class 
were invested with offices of various kinds at the 
coorts of oriental sovereigns, insomuch that this 
name was frequently applied to court-officers who 
were not emasculated; hence many interpreters 
have, since the sixteenth century, understood the 
word here as equivalent to “court-officer,” with¬ 
out any reference to a sexual mutilation. This 
opinion derived additional force from the usual 
assumption that the individual before us, even if 
he was not a Jew by birth (Olshausen^, had at 
least formally obtained Israelitish citisenship, 
whereas, according to Deut. xxiii. 1, no castrated 
person could enter the congregation of Jehovah. 
Bat it is very doubtful whether this state officer 
had been received as a “proselyte of righteous¬ 
ness,” since no evidence of the fact is indicated, 
and, as he was employed in the service of a queen, 
it is the more probable that he was really emas¬ 
culated, as his title imports.—The first interest¬ 
ing circumstance which is related in connection 
with this man, is his visit to Jerusalem, for the 
purpose of worshipping in that city. This fact 
implies that he had been taught in his African 
home to recognize the God of Israel as the true 
God, and the worship of Jehovah as the true re¬ 
ligion; he had now made a pilgrimage, in order 
to offer sacrifices and adore Goa in the holy city 


and in the temple itself. We have hence suffi¬ 
cient reason to regard him as a proselyte, in the 
wider sense of the term, (i. e. a proselyte of the 
gate), but not sufficient to represent him as a 
proselyte in the narrower or the strictest sense of 
the term. The view which is best supported, is, 
on the contrary, the very ancieut oue which 
Eusebius (Hitt. Ecel. II. 1.) already entertained, 
vis., that this man was a pagan, who acknow¬ 
ledged the Old Covenant from conviction and 
with sentiments of respect, but without a formal 
adoption of it.—While he was sitting in his cha¬ 
riot, he occupied himself with the perusal of the 
prophet Isaiah; he was probably furnished with 
a copy of the Greek version, which originated in 
Alexandria, and was well known throughout 
Egypt, possibly also in the adjoining territories. 
Those who constituted the highest and most in¬ 
telligent class in these regions, were undoubtedly 
acquainted with the Greek language. The pil¬ 
grimage of this stranger was no oput operatum , 
but a matter in which his heart was deeply inter¬ 
ested ; even when he was returning home, his 
soul continued in the sanctuary, absorbed ih 
meditation on the word of God, namely, the pre¬ 
dictions of the prophet. 

Ver. 29-81. Then .the Spirit said unto 
Philip.—That inward voice which directed Phi¬ 
lip to approach the traveller, and keep near the 
chariot (KoKMy&7rri) % was a command of the Holy 
Ghost dwelling in him. He rapidly ran towards 
the chariot (irpogdpafiAv , comp, np6w\de t ver. 
29), and, as the man was reading aloud to him¬ 
self, perceived that he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah (avaytvoxjKEiv, originally signifies to read to 
others). Yielding to the impulse of the Spirit, 
he at once commenced a conversation with the 
man, by addressing a question to him which in¬ 
cluded an ingenious Paronomasia, viz.: apdye 
ytvtioKets & avayiviXfKEcq ; [it is repeated in 2 Cor. 
iii. 2]. The form of the question, which usually 
indicates that a negative answer is expected 
[Winer. § 57. 2, ult.], expresses at the same 
time, Philip’8 conjecture that the eunuch does 
not understand. The noble pilgrim replies with 
a candor and a modesty that are honorable to 
him, that he certainly could not understand the 
prophet, unless some person would guide him. 
And as the question inspired him with the hope 
that Philip both understood the passage correotly, 
and would be willing to direot him, he requested 
him to enter the chariot and take a seat at his 
side: Philip at once complied with his request. 

Ver. 82—84. The place of the Boriptnre 
- - was this.—The two are seated together; the 
chariot is the scene of missionary labors; the 
time devoted to travelling, is ocoupied with a 
Bible lesson. At Philip’s request, the African 
shows him the section which had engaged his at¬ 
tention, and, possibly, reads it again aloud, in¬ 
tending to ask for an explanation of the meaning 
and true application of the words. The context 
clearly shows that the word ypatf here desig¬ 
nates a particular passage of Scripture; it egto^j, 
on the other hand, undoubtedly refers to the con¬ 
tents of the section. 

The words of the Old Testament which are 
quoted are found in Isai. liii. 7, 8. The text of 
the Septuagint, which deviates considerably from 
the original Hebrew, is here reproduced with 
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such exactness, that the only variations are, the 
insertion of avrov before ranetvdtoetj and of 6k 
before yevedv. The sense which the authors of 
the Alexandrian version intended to convey in 
ver. 88 (Isai. liii. 8), is, without doubt, the fol¬ 
lowing: “In his humiliation, occasioned by his 
enemies, the judgment which impended over 
him was set aside by Qod; but, with respect to 
his generation, «. his contemporaries, no one 
can adequately describe their iniquity, for they 
slew fcim."—The words; dicoitpt&elc - - rtf> im¬ 
ply that Philip had addressed an inquiry to the 
traveller respecting the subject on which he had 
been reading; the latter replies by exhibiting 
the passage (rovro), and soliciting an explana¬ 
tion. His request, which refers to the main 
point in the passage, shows that he was a thought¬ 
ful and reflecting reader. 

Veb. 85. Then Philip opened his month. 
—These descriptive words assign a very solemn 
character to the answer of Philip, and imply 
that it was very full and explicit. The words: 
dtfdficvoc dnb r. yp. ravrrjc , inform us that the in¬ 
terpretation of the prophetio passage constituted 
only a part of Philip's reply, that he proceeded 
to unfold the Gospel concerning Christ as the 
leading topio of the conversation, and that he 
succinctly stated to the eunuch the principal 
facts and the most important truths concerning 
Christ; he must have also explained to him that 
the way of salvation was entered through repen¬ 
tance and baptism in the name of Christ (ch. ii. 
88 ). 

Veil. 86-88. 8ee, here la water. —Robinson 
says, 1L p. 749 [Bibl. Res. II. p. 516, Boston ed. 
1866.]: “When we were at Tell el-rfasy, and saw 
the water standing along the bottom of the adja¬ 
cent Wady, we could not but remark the coinci¬ 
dence of several ciroumstanoes with the account 
of the eunuch's baptism. This water is on the 
most direct route from Beit Jibrin to Gaza, on the 
most southern road from Jerusalem, and in the 
midst of the country now ‘desert,' i. e. without 
villages or fixed habitations. The thought struck 
us, that this might not improbably be the place 
of water described. There is at present no other 
similar water on this road; and various circum¬ 
stances—the way to Gaza, the chariot, and the 
subsequent finding of Philip at Azotus—all go to 
show that the transaction took place in or near 
the plains." Robinson probably expresses only 
a bold opinion, when he supposes that he has 
discovered the precise spot, since many changes 
may have ocourred in the individual features of 
the country, in the course of eighteen centuries. 
[See Palxstma , p. 449-461, by K. v. Raumkb, 
who oontroverts Robinson's view, and fixes the 
place of the baptism at Beth-zur, a few miles 
north-north-west of Hebron, and considerably to 
the east of the spot designated on Robinson's 
map.—T b.].—T he joy of the panting traveller in 
a sandy desert, when his glance at length falls on 
an oasis with its springs of fresh water, cannot 
be greater than was that of the eunuch, when he 
saw water in which he could be baptized. [Philip 
had undoubtedly explained to him the necessity of 
baptism(deWette; J. A. Alexander).—T b.]. The 
eunuch was soon convinced, after a brief but 
appropriate catechumenical lesson, and, eager to 
snare in the salvation proclaimed to him, solicits 


Philip to baptize him. The latter does not hesi¬ 
tate to fulfil his wish, although such an issue had 
been reached with unusual celerity. The chariot 
stops at the command of the eunuch, and he and 
Philip alight. [“The preposition in Korl/bpra 
may refer to the descent horn the higher ground 
to the water, etc." (Haskett).].-—Philip is men¬ 
tioned first, since he was in so far the superior, 
as he administered the rite; he accordingly bap¬ 
tized him in the water at the road. [“That 
they went down into the water (el? rd t*5cjp), can 
prove nothing as to its extent or depth.” (J. A. 
Alex.). Eif may mean unto as well as into ; ac¬ 
cording to John xx. 4, 6, Peter came to the se¬ 
pulchre (liTc&e etc rb ftv.) - - yet went not in (ov 
pbnot etcfjk&cv) Tb.].—N o mention is here made 
of the attendants oi the eunuch, whose presence, 
however, is implied both by the word aciXevoe, 
and by the circumstance that, as the chariot pro¬ 
ceeded, he was quietly reading, ver. 28. 

Veb. 89. And when they were come up. 
—Philip instantly disappeared, so that the eu¬ 
nuch saw him no more, neither did he re-appear 
until he was borne to Azotus; cv?h&rt etc *A£. 
This city [here bearing the Greoized form of the 
name Ashaod], was situated, according to Diod. 
Sic., 270 stadia [according to others about 20 
miles] in 'a north-easterly direction from Gaza, 
and was, like the latter, one of the five principal 
cities of the Philistines. The miraculously sud¬ 
den removal of Philip, the manner of which was 
invisible both to the eunuch and to others (rfyfdjy 
etc 'A.), was effected by the Spirit of God, who 
seized and carried him away with supernatural 
power, even as Elijah had previously been re¬ 
moved (2 Kings xii. 2). But the eunuch went 
on his way, i. e pursued his journey on the 
road leading to Gaza, and was full of joy. The 
particle ydp establishes a logical connection be¬ 
tween the eunuch's resumption of his journey in 
the original direction, and the removal of Philip: 
he went on his way (Luke implies), because he 
saw him no more, for he would otherwise have 
followed Philip in place of continuing his journey. 
The joy of this man proceeded not only from his 
conviction that he had found the way of salva¬ 
tion, but also from the sudden removal of the 
evangelist. “Hoc into discettu confirmata ctt en- 
nuchifidet .” (Bengei). It seemed to him as if an 
angel from heaven had been sent as his tempo¬ 
rary travelling companion, and had now disap¬ 
peared. 

Veb. 40. And passing through ha preach¬ 
ed, etc.—It is obvious that when Philip departed 
from Azotus, he continued his journey in the or¬ 
dinary manner. He went from one city to 
another, doubtless visiting Jabneh [Jamnii], 
Ekron, Joppa, etc., until he reached Cesarea, on 
the coast of the Mediterranean, [nearly thirty- 
five miles north of Joppa, and fifty-five N. N. 
W. of Jerusalem], where he paused. Here we 
find him [many years afterwards] established is 
a permanent home (ch. xxi. 8, 9), [“surrounded 
by a family of adult children," (J A. Alex.), and 
entertaining the Saul of ver. 1 and 8, as a Chris¬ 
tian guest (Hackett).— Tb.]. He preached the 
Gospel in every place through which he passed; 
it is, hence, not surprising that Luke not only 
describes him in ch. xxi. 8, as 6 be rfr irr&t 
but also formally styles him 6 evayyeXur rfc*. 
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DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. It was not the angel of the Lord, as Lather 
[followed by the English version] translates in 
Ter. 26, bat an angel, through whom God com¬ 
manded Philip to arise and go on his way. It 
was not a particular series of events, resembling 
that which led him to Samaria, nor a mere inter¬ 
nal movement, but an express command of God, 
transmitted by a celestial messenger, that con¬ 
ducted him from Samaria to the southern part 
of the country. Its purpose referred to the con¬ 
version and baptism of a stranger, who was, in 
his heart, not far, it is true from the kingdom 
of God, but, in his external relations of life, 
very far from obtaining the privileges of a 
fellow-citizen among the people of God. He 
was a pagan by birth, dwelt in the pagan 
country of the Ethiopians, held an office at the 
court of a pagan queen, and was a eunuch. It 
w&s precisely under such circumstances that a 
direct and miraculous command of God was 
needed, in order that the object in view might be 
attained, namely, the union of such a heathen 
with the church of Christ through the Gospel 
and Baptism. 

2. The angel indicates to Philip, geographically 
and topographically, the direction in which he 
should proceed, but communicates no informa¬ 
tion whatever respecting the nature of the duty 
which he should perform, or the character of the 
person whom he would meet. Thus his faith was 
exercised. Both the calling of a missionary and 
the ordinary ministry of reconciliation require 
the servants of the Lord to labor in faith, and 
to obey in hope. 

3. While this pilgrim was travelling home in 
his chariot, he was occupied with the ward of 
God, This was even a more profitable and noble 
employment of his time than the pilgrimage itself, 
which he had made. He had gone to see the 
saactuary of Jehovah with his own eyes, to visit 
the holy city, ‘*to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to inquire in his temple.” (Ps. xxvii. 4). 
But he now searches the word of God, in order 
to gaze into the sanctuary of the Lord with 
spiritual eyes. The word is, indeed, a true sanc¬ 
tuary. And even when the reader does not 
clearly and accurately understand the whole, or 
when the word of God appears to him to be an 
enigma (alvtypa, 1 Cor. xiii. 12), or to propose a 
t hous a n d enigmas to him, his devout and earnest 
study of it, is, nevertheless, a most blessed em¬ 
ployment, which conducts him nearer and nearer 
to the light 

A Prophecy , and it* fulfilment .—The servant of 
God, patiently suffering, but gloriously vindi¬ 
cated, even as Isaiah describes him, ch. liii., ap¬ 
pears to the eye of the devout pilgrim. But he 
is unable to decide to whom the prophet alludes. 
Does he speak of himself, or of some other man? 
At the moment when he earnestly desires infor¬ 
mation, God sends him a guide, who announces 
that the promise is fulfilled. It is, in truth, the 
fulfilment alone that enables us rightly to under¬ 
stand the promise. The revelations of God con¬ 
stitute a complete whole; one part reflects light 
on another, in the sense, however, expressed in 
the saying: Velut Teetammtum in Novopatet. The 


witness of the prophet concerning Jesus Christ 
is intelligible only in and through Christ. The 
servant of Jehovah in Isaiah’s representation, is, 
at the base (the broadest sense), the people of Is¬ 
rael—at an intermediate point, the ideal Israel, 
that is, the body of the servants of God or of the 
true Israelites, including the prophets—at the 
apex, the personal Messiah. (Comp. art. Messiah , 
by Oehler, in Herzog’s Real-Encyk. [Vol. IX], 
and Delitzsch in Drechsler’s Commentary on 
Isaiah.) But this last truth, viz., that the ser¬ 
vant of Jehovah is revealed in the Redeemer 
himself, cannot be comprehended except through 
the medium of the fulfilment, when the historical 
person of Jesus Christ is manifested as that of 
the nai$ Oeov. [See above, iii. 18, 14. a. Exxo.] 
The sufficiency of the Scriptures, can, aooording 
to the testimony of the New Testament, be as¬ 
serted only of the entire body of the sacred writ¬ 
ings, that is, of the Old and the New Testaments 
in their combination, since the Old Testament, 
when it is alone taken in hand, and is explained 
only by itself, is not sufficient unto salvation. 
No one could thirst more eagerly after the truth, 
or search more sincerely for it than this eunuch, 
but he did not understand the prophecy, because 
he bad found no 66rjy6q. As soon, however, as 
Philip had taught him the way that leads to Jesus, 
and brought him into communion with the Re¬ 
deemer himself through the medium of the word 
and sacrament, he no longer needed a \6riy6q. 
Christ himself has now become “the way, the 
truth, and the life,” to the eunuch, and the 
Spirit will guide him into all truth (bdijyijoei, John 
xvi. 18). The fact that the eunuch had felt the 
need of a guide, ver. 81, by no means proves, as 
the Romish church alleges, that the Bible, with¬ 
out the aid of tradition and the guidance of the 
church, is not a sufficient guide in the way that 
leads to truth and salvation: for, otherwise, 
Philip would not have been so suddenly taken 
away from this catechumen. But he now re¬ 
mains alone, after having received baptism, and 
derives no aid from a personal guide and from 
tradition. Nevertheless, he is no longer con- 
soious of an existing want, for we perceive that 
he goes on his way rejoicing. He had found the 
Saviour, and had thus obtained an understanding 
of the Scriptures. 

6. An angel of God had conveyed the com¬ 
mand to Philip that he should proceed to the 
south, to the road leading from Jerusalem to 
Gaza which was desert. When he arrived at the 
place, and saw the traveller in his chariot, the 
Holy Ghost directed him to approach the latter. 
Again, after the conversion and baptism of the 
stranger, the Spirit of God caught away Philip, 
so that the eunuch saw him no more. In this 
whole transaction, at the beginning, during its 
progress, and at the olose, the command, the di¬ 
rection, and the operation of God, are conspicu¬ 
ously revealed. But those features of the trans¬ 
action, too, which seem to be natural, are, in 
reality, not less wonderful. Philip, and this 
stranger from a distant country—the Israelitio 
evangelist and the heathen—the b&rrfa, and the 
man who was seeking and was open to conviction, 
that is to say, two persons between whom a spe¬ 
cies of “pre-established harmony” exists, are 
here brought together. Now this association of 
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circumstances is the result of a divine interposi¬ 
tion, which in all its aspects, is not less astonish¬ 
ing, nor less essentially a miraculous procedure, 
than when God sends an angel, or suddenly re¬ 
moves the evangelist, without an effort on his 
own part, from the sight of the eunuch. And 
the celerity with which the harvest follows seed¬ 
time .in the soul of the Ethiopian, is fully as 
wonderful as the invisible process which resulted 
in the disappearance of Philip. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 26. And the [an] angel of the Lord. 

—When Satan’s malice succeeds in placing a 
stumbling-block in the way of the church of 
God [Simon, the sorcerer], the Lord does not 
fail to cheer the hearts of sorrowing believers by 
special manifestations of his power and good¬ 
ness. (Leonh. and Sp.).—The Gospel does not 
make progress in the world without God, neither 
is a single soul won for it without Him.—If the 
law was received by the disposition of angels 
[Acts vii. 68], why should not their ministry be 
employed in disseminating the Gospel, the mys¬ 
teries of which they specially desire to look into 
[1 Pet. i. 12]? (Starke).—How precious in the 
eyes of God is tne conversion of a single soul! 
For the sake of imparting a saving faith to the 
eunuch. He sends an angel to Philip, and com¬ 
mands the latter to withdraw from the populous 
regions of Samaria to the desolate road leading 
to Gaza. (Apost. Past.).— The way - - which 
is desert. —It is sin that, in truth, desolates a 
country; but wherever the Gospel appears, the 
wilderness and the desert begin to rejoice. Isai. 
xxxv. 1. (Starke.) 

Ver. 27. And he arose and went. —The 

preacher of the Gospel is under a solemn obliga¬ 
tion to obey in faith, and to go, even when he is 
called to deserts.— And, behold, a man of 
Ethiopia. —The fulfilment of the promise in Ps. 
lxviii. 31, now begins: “Ethiopia shall soon 
stretch out her hands unto God. ” 

Ver. 27, 28. Had come to Jerusalem for 
to worship, (and) was returning. —It was so 
ordered that he found the pearl of great price, 
not in the temple of Jerusalem, but on the deso¬ 
late road to Gaza. So, too, the wise men from 
the east, after reaching Jerusalem, were required 
to travel further, even to Bethlehem, before they 
found the new-born Jesus.— Read Esaias the 
prophet. —The reading of the Scriptures is 
recommended as specially profitable, when, like 
the eunuch, we have visited the house of God; 
by such means the holy sentiments which may 
have there been awakened in us, become more 
firmly established. (Quesn.).— The Bible, the beet 
book for reading on a journey —not only on the 
desert road from Jerusalem to Gaza, but also 
while we are travelling from the present to the 
eternal world: I. We thus forget the difficulties 
of the road; II. We cease to gaze on forbidden 
paths; III. We form a happy acquaintance with 
many fellow-travellers; IV. We remain in the 
right road, and safely reach our destination.— 
He had worshipped, and now read the proph¬ 
et. —There was still a twilight in hiB devout soul 
when he visited the temple, and it continued 


while he was reading the 8criptures on his re¬ 
turn. But he was on the right road. No one can 
reach the summit of the ladder by a single leap; 
we must ascend step by step. Let us therefore 
employ, as it were, our two feet, namely, medi¬ 
tation and prayer. The former makes us ac¬ 
quainted with our spiritual wants; the latter ob¬ 
tains such grace from God, that all our wants are 
supplied. Meditation shows us the right way; 
prayer enables us to walk therein. (8t. Bernard). 
—The blessing which attends fidelity in that which is 
little, is exemplified in the eunuch. He applies 
the limited knowledge which he possessed con¬ 
cerning the God of Israel, in the first place, by 
taking a long journey in order to worship him, 
and, secondly, by faithfully employing his time 
during the journey in reading the prophet; we 
have here the evidence that the truth was, to a 
certain extent, in him, and that he would ulti¬ 
mately be conducted to a full knowledge of sal¬ 
vation—of all truth. (From K. H. Rieger). 

Ver. 80. And Philip ran thither - - and 
heard - - and said. —The course which Philip 
pursued in the case of the eunuch, admirably il¬ 
lustrates the manner in which a pastor should 
deal with awakened persons. Notice the excel¬ 
lent counsel which Spener gives: “A pastor 
should not devote his whole attention to hardened 
and dead sinners, and painfully labor for their 
conversion exclusively, but should rather attend 
with great diligence to those whose hearts God 
has mercifully prepared by his grace for conver¬ 
sion.” The spark which has fallen into such 
souls he should diligently fan. If the physician 
is, after all his efforts, simply a minister of nature, 
the preacher of the Gospel, on his part, is only a 
minister of grace. When the child is come to the 
birth, help is needed. If many souls perish un¬ 
der such circumstances, the cause that they are 
not brought forth, must, in reality, be traced in 
part to the carelessness and unskilftilness of 
pastors. (From Apost. Past.).—Philip does not 
wait till he is addressed and invited; without ex¬ 
pending his time in vain compliments or excuses, 
he refers at once to the state of the heart of the 
man to whom God had conducted him, and speaks 
with devout freedom and the boldness of holy 
joy. Awakened souls are often timid, and hesi¬ 
tate to approach the pastor; it is his duty to seek 
them out, to take a deep interest in them, and 
beseech God to grant him wisdom, that in such 
cases, he may readily find an avenue to the heart. 
(ibA— Heard him read the prophet Ba a ins 
—When the pastor, on visiting a family, finds 
them engaged in reading God’s word, let him not 
attempt to introduce the great subject by re¬ 
marks on the weather, etc., but at once take up 
the word of God that lies open before him, as his 
guide in offering pastoral instructions, (ib.).— 
‘ Understandest thou what thou readeslf ’ TTkof an¬ 
swer shall we give to this question t I. It presup¬ 
poses that we read the Bible. Is this true in our 
case? Or does this Ethiopian, with his limited 
opportunities, put us to shame? II. It reveals to 
us our natural blindness. Or is not, very often, 
our mode of reading the Bible, unwise? Is not 
the holy volume often unintelligible? III. It im¬ 
pels us to seek an interpreter and guide. Now, 
that guide is he who spake through Philip, (ver. 
29), and who still abides in the church, and Con- 
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tinues his gracious operations.— Three questions 
addressed to the conscience, in reference to the word of 
God: I. Readest thou what thou hast? (ver. 28); 
IL Undcrstandest thou what thou readest? (ver. 
80); 111. Dost thou do that which thou under- 
stand eat? (rer. 86-38.) 

Ver. 31. And he said, How can I, ex-, 
cept some man should guide me ?—The 

teacher who is ready to communicate knowledge, 
and the pupil who is eager to learn, soon under¬ 
stand each other. (Starke).—With the Scriptures 
in thy hand, and the sacred office at thy side, 
thou canst not miss the way.—Although the 
eunuch did not understand this passage in Isaiah, 
it deeply moved his heart. It was his chosen 
companion in solitude, at home and abroad. (Bes- 
*erj.—The holy Scriptures interest and delight 
the reader, even when he only partially under¬ 
stands them; the aroma of spices penetrates the 
envelope which encloses them. (Bengel).—The 
Scriptures introduce thee into the church, and 
the church makes thee acquainted with the Scrip¬ 
tures. (Rudelbach).— And he desired, etc.— 
The guest in the chariot, who had been so cour¬ 
teously invited, soon becomes a guide to the true 
home. 

Ver. 32, 38. The place - - was this, He 
was led as a sheep, etc. —It was the finger of 
God which pointed precisely to this passage, for 
all Christian truth is concentrated in Christ, whose 
humiliation was succeeded by his exaltation, 
Phil ii. 6-9. And all pastors may here find an 
admonition to communicate to the souls intrusted 
to their care, primarily, the knowledge of Christ 
the Crucified and Risen One. This course usually 
produces a greater effect than that which follows 
the delivery of many merely moral sermons. Mis¬ 
sionaries who, during several years, had preached 
in Greenland to ears that would not hear, al¬ 
though they spoke of the liviug God and his holy 
commandments, at length prevailed, when they 
commenced with the second Article [of the Apos¬ 
tles’ Creed: “And (I believe) in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, etc.*’], and delivered the evangelical 
message: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” 

Ver. 34. I pray thee, of whom epeaketh 
the prophet this? —It if better to confess our 
ignorance of divine things with huiqility. than to 
conceal it through pride. It is wiser to ask ques¬ 
tions concerning the mysteries of the Scriptures, 
than to mock at them.—The eunuch’s question 
conducts ub from the Old Testament to the New. 

Ver. 85. Then Philip - - preached unto 
him Jesus. —The knowledge of the Saviour com¬ 
prises the knowledge of the whole plan of salva¬ 
tion, 1 Cor. ii. 2. (Queen.). 

Ver. 36. Bee, here is water I —Every thing 
knd been so ordered as to establish this man fully 
in the faith; let the pastor only continue to ad¬ 
vance, with a believing and trusting heart, in the 
path which God has indicated; the place, the 
time, the circumstances, will all combine, as he 
will experience, in aiding him, when he labors 
for the kingdom of God. (Ap. Past.).— u See t here 
is tteter!”—the joyful exclamation of the thirsting 
fdgrim m the terrestrial desert: I. When he grate¬ 
fully looks back to his baptism with water; II. 
When he approaches in faith the wells of salva¬ 
tion in the divine word; IIL When ho looks for¬ 


ward in hope to the fountain [Rev. vii. 17] of 
eternal life.— What doth hinder me to be 
baptized? —The word and the sacraments are 
mean's of grace which reciprocally complete one 
another; it is not lawful either to overvalue or to 
undervalue tho one, as compared with the other. 
When the sacraments are despised, the body of 
the church falls asunder; when the word is set 
aside, its spirit departs. 

(Ver. 37, according to the textus receptus. [See 
note 2, above, appended to the text.]).—If tnou 
believest with all thine heart. —The case of 
the hypocritical Simon (ver. 23) may have taught 
Philip to be cautious, and, when testing the faith 
of another, to demand all the heart. But when 
he was satisfied that the faith of the eunuch, even 
though it was not fully developed, was, neverthe¬ 
less, genuine in its nature and essence, he did 
not withhold the sacrament. The whole occur¬ 
rence admonishes the pastor, when he is requested 
to administer the gracious' consolations of the 
word and the sacraments, on the one hand, not 
to proceed in a loose and thoughtless manner, 
and, on the other, not to create an unnecessary 
delay, or discourage and intimidate the seeking 
soul by excessive legal demands.—According to 
the primitive custom, the confession of faith be¬ 
longs to baptism.—“ The circumstance that the 
eunuch was not admitted to baptism, until he had 
confessed his faith, furnishes the general rule 
that none of those who stood originally without, 
ought to be received into the church, until they 
have borne witness that they believe in Christ.” 

-“But here fanatical men find a pretext for 

impugning infant baptism, and thus act unwisely 
and unjuBtly. Why was it necessary*that, in the 
case of the eunuch, faith should precede baptism? 
Because Christ affixes this sign to those alone who 
belong to the household of the church, those are 
necessarily ingrafted into the church, who are 
baptized. But even as it is sure that adults are 
ingrafted by faith, so, too, I maintain that the 
children of believers are born as sons of the 
church, and are counted among its members from 
the womb.”—“For God undoubtedly considers 
the children of those as his children, to whose 
seed he has promised to be a Father.” - - “And 
hence, although faith is demanded, this is unrea¬ 
sonably transferred to infants, whose case is very 
different.” (Calvin). [Gerok here combines ex¬ 
tracts from Calvin’s Com. in Acta Ap. ad. 8: 87, 
and Inst. Chr. Rel. iv. 16. 24. Tb.].—“H ow can 
water produce such great effects? It is not the 
water indeed that produces these effects, but the 
word of God which accompanies and is connected 
with the water, and our faith which relies on the 
word of God connected with the water.” (Lu¬ 
ther) [Small Catech. iv. 8.]. Both are here found 
in connection with the water, vix.^the word of 
God, in Philip’s mouth; faith, in the eunuch’s 
heart. (Leonh. and Sp.).—Distinguish between 
the faith which precedes , and the faith which fol¬ 
lows baptism. The faith which precedes baptism, 
dictates the following language: I believe that I 
am a sinner, and that Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, is the Saviour of sinners; I will therefore 
be baptized in his name, so that I may obtain the 
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.—Such lan¬ 
guage, orally expressed, the church requires adults 
to employ, who desire to receive baptism. Little 
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children, who cannot apeak, nevertheless employ 
a language which is intelligible to God; their 
speechless misery cries aloud, as it were, to the 
Saviour, who shed his blood also for them, and 
has promised to them the kingdom of heaven; 
hence the church does not withhold baptism from 
them. Or, do we ever deny food to children and 
to the sick, who cannot work, because we are told 
that “ if any would not work, neither should he 
eat”? [2 These, iii. 10]. On the other hand, the 
faith which follow* baptism, dictates this lan¬ 
guage : I believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, is my Saviour, who has delivered me, once a 
lost sinner, from death and the devil, and has 
saved me by the forgiveness of my sins. [Col. i. 
13; 1 John iii. 8; Tit. iii. 6]. It was this faith 
which afterwards filled the baptized eunuch with 
joy, ver. 39. (Besser). 

Vie. 38. And he baptised him.— Holy Bap¬ 
tism has now, like a flood of grace, been imparted 
to the eunuch, as the first-fruits of Ham's race, 
which, since the flood [Gen. ix. 25] had lived 
under the curse. (Leonti, and Sp.). 

Vie. 89. The Spirit of the Lord oanght 
away Philip. —When the agents whom God em¬ 
ploys, have completed the work assigned to them, 
they may, without disadvantage, be removed to 
another field of labor on earth, or be transferred 
from the church militant to the church trium- 
hant—May it be our happy lot, too, to return 
ereafter to our Lord, and be able to say with 
truth: Lord, we have done that which thou hast 
commanded 1 (Ap. Past.).— The eunnoh saw 
him no more. —Philip had been the means of 
converting the eunuch to Jesus, and not to him¬ 
self. The soul that has found Jesus in faith, oan 
thereafter easily dispense with every other guide. 
(Ap. Past.).— He went on his way rejoicing. 
—When we have found the Lord, we can joyfhlly 
travel onward to our eternal home.—Such is the 
fruit of faith; the heart is thereby made bold, is 
enabled to rejoice and be glad, to find joy in God 
and in all his creatures, and to encounter afflic¬ 
tion without fear or dread. (Luther.) 

Vxe. 40. But Philip was found at Aso- 
tus: and passing through, etc.—He was not 
contented with the precious prize whioh he had 
gained, neither did he say to himself: Thou hast 
now fulfilled thy duty, and mayest take thine 
ease. (Ap. Past.).—The journeys of lyalievers are 
always profitable; they never take a step, with¬ 
out being “unto God a sweet savor of Christ.” 
[2 Cor. ii. 15]. (Starke).—The walls of partition 
whioh divide nations, and are the bulwarks of 
national jealousies, gradually fall, as the Gospel 
advanoes. Philip bad won souls for Christ in 
Samaria; he now preaches Christ in Philistia. 

On the whols section. — The conversion of the 
Ethiopian eundkh, an illustration of the mode in which 
the Gospel was originally propagated: I. The divine 
procedure here revealed; God so directs the 
preaching of the Gospel, that the greatest good 
is accomplished in the shortest period of time. 
Let every one who shares in the blessings which 
flow from this divine arrangement, conscientious¬ 
ly apply such gifts of grace; they are intrusted 
to him, not simply for his own sake, but on ac¬ 
count of his connection with the lofty plan accord¬ 
ing to which, in the Providence of God, the pro¬ 
mulgation of the Gospel proceeds. II. The Au-1 


man course of action observable in this narrative. 
Philip’s example teaches us to follow the leadings 
of the Spirit, when we become conscious of them, 
and, again, when they are not perceived, to pro¬ 
ceed calmly in the ordinary path of duty. His 
course also teaches us to meet with cordiality 
and prompt aid the advances that arq made by a 
soul which seeks salvation and takes pleasure in 
the word of God, without being embarrassed our¬ 
selves by painful scruples respecting the mere 
letter of the creed, but rather trusting that God 
himself will, by the power of his word and the 
blessing that attends the usages of Christian 
order, rightly complete the work which his grace 
had begun. (Schleiermacher).— The con v ersion of 
the Ethiopian : L Occasioned by the interposition 
of God; II. Accomplished through the preaching 
of the Gospel; III. Sealed through Baptism. 
(Liscol.— The blessedpilgrimage : L The departure 
from the world; II. The inquiry after the Lord; 
III. The heavenly friend; IV. The journey home¬ 
ward in company with him (ver. 89). (ib).— The 
history of the conversion of the man of Ethiopia , 
viewed as a pledge that precious promises of God will 
be fulfilled : L The twofold promise which the 
Father in heaven has given to his dear Son: (a) 
“I will give thee for a light to the Gentiles, etc.” 
Isai. xlix. 6. (6) “I will divide him a portion with 
the great, eto.” Isai. liii. 12. II. A twofold pro¬ 
mise which is given to us all: (a) “Before they 
call, I will answer, eto.” Isai. lxv. 24. ( b) “Who¬ 
soever shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
be delivered.” Joel ii. 82. (Langbein).— The di¬ 
vine mode of conducting the soul unto Itfe: L God 
awakens an ardent longing after peace, ver. 27; 

II. Enkindles a desire after his word, and love to 
it, ver. 28; III. Unfolds to the understanding 
by faith, his plan of salvation, ver. 85; IV. Fills 
the soul, through the power of the sacraments, 
with the comforts of his grace, ver. 88. (Leon, 
and Sp.).— How wonderfully all influences are com¬ 
bined, in conducting a seeking soul to salvation: L 
God; by his angel (ver. 26), and his Spirit (ver. 
29); II. Man; Philip meets and guides the eu¬ 
nuch ; III. The Scriptures; the prophecy of Isaiah, 
(ver. 28 ff.); IV. Nature; the water on the way,* 
(ver. 26).— Four noble avddes on the way of salva¬ 
tion: I. The voice in The heart that seeks after 
God; II, Thee lessons of the Scriptures , which re¬ 
fer to Christ; III. The instructions derived from 
the ministerial office, and explanatory both of the 
longings of the heart, and the deep truths, of the 
Scriptures; IV. The power of the Sacraments , as 
sealB of divine grace, and means of establishing 
and sustaining the divine life in the son!.— How 
the Ethiopian treasurer found the true treasure: L 
The place where he found it: a lonely road in the 
desert; II. The shrine in which it lay concealed: 
the Scriptures, with their mysteries and seals; 

III. The key which he received from the preaching 
of the Gospel, to which he eagerly listened; IF. 
The precious jewel whioh sparkled before him: 
Christ, “who was delivered for our offences, and 
was raised again for our justification.” [Rom. iv. 
26]; V. His title to the treasure, assigned to him 
in Holy Baptism; VI. His enjoyment of the trea¬ 
sure which be brought to his home with a happy 
heart.— Philip on the road to Goto, a model, as a 
faithful minister of the word: 1. By the devout 
obedience with whioh he yields to the impulse of 
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the Spirit, Ter. 26, 29: II. By the apostolical 
courage with which he approaches the stranger, 
ver. 30; III. By the evangelical wisdom with 
which he cherishes the spark of faith in the eu¬ 
nuch's soul; IV. By the priestly anointing by 
whieh, at the right moment, he seals the rescued 
soul unto the Lord; V. By the Christian humility 
with which, after the completion of his work, he 
submits the result to the Lord .—Even the desert is 
converted into the garden of God, in the case of the 
devout pilgrim: I. God’s word is his manna—he 
no longer hungers; II. God’s children are his 
companions—he no longer goes astray; III. God’s 
grace is an ever-flowing fountain, whence his soul 
continually derives new strength; IV. God’s hea¬ 
ven is his Canaan, which he is rapidly approach¬ 


ing—[ The missionary labors of Philip the Evangelist 
(xxi. 8, 9): I. The authority by which he per¬ 
formed them: (a) his own conversion by the grace 
of God; (6) his appointment by the Providence 
of God, ver. 4, 6, 6, 26, 29; II. Their peculiar 
form; (a) he labored as a travelling missionary, 
ver. 40; (b) and was endowed with miraculous 
powers, ver. 6, 7; III. The spirit in which they 
were performed; (a) a living faith; (b) a holy 
love; IV. Their results; (a) immediately visible; 
(6) fully disclosed only in eternity .—Philip and 
the Ethiopian: I. The personal history and cha¬ 
racter of each; II. Their providential meetipg; 
III. The nature of their interview; IV. The di¬ 
vine purpose; V. The result of the meeting.— 
Tb.] 


SECTION II. 

THE CONVERSION OF SAUL; HIS LABORS AND EXPERIENCE IMMEDIATELY AFTER¬ 
WARDS. 

Chapter IX. 1-80. 


A. —THE SEAL or SAUL Ilf PERSECUTING THB CHRISTIANS, CONDUCTS HIM TO DAMASCUS. 

Chapter IX. 1, 2. 

1 And [But] Saul, yet breathing out threatenings [breathing menace] and slaughter 

2 against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, *And desired [asked] of 
him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found [should find] any [who 
were, ovraq] of this way 1 , whether they were men or women, he might bring [conduct] 
them hound unto Jerusalem. 


1 Tn. 2. [The margin of the English Bible (which in the text follows Tynd., Cranm^ Geneva, and Rheims) offers the 
words of the way, aa the literal translation of the phrase rendered In the text of this way; Qr. riff AAou.—T k.J 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 1. And [But] 8aul. — The following nar¬ 
rative is connected with the general course of this 
historical work by means of the particles 5k and 
fru The former particle [But, not And] exhi- 
Wts the contrast between the hostile and destruc¬ 
tive procedure of Saul, and the labors of Philip, 
which bnilt up and extended the church, and 
which had just been described. The particle In, 
on the other hand, connects the course of Saul, 
as here set forth, with his earlier acts, ch. viii. 
8, and exhibits them as a continuation of the per¬ 
secution of the Christians which he Commenced 
at the time when Stephen was slain. The inter¬ 
val between the commencement and the present 
continuation of Saul’s hostile course, does not 
appear to have been very brief, for Luke must 
have designedly inserted the two narratives con¬ 
tained in ch. viii. 6-40, between ch. vii. 68 (com¬ 
bined with ch. viii. 1, 8,) and ch. ix. 1. Hence, 
the present narrative is not introduced abruptly, 
or without regard to the connection. It is, more¬ 


over, evident, that the sentiments and feelings of 
Saul did not continue to be uniformly the same, 
but rather increased in intensity as time ad¬ 
vanced. This fact is indicated by the terms: 
tfinvkw incet}Jjg ndi <f>6vov [for which genitives see 
Winer: Gram. E. T. { 80. 9. c. and comp. Josh, 
x. 40. LXX.—Tb.]. They imply that menace and 
slaughter constituted the vital air which he in¬ 
haled (and exhaled); that is, the hostile senti¬ 
ments with which Saul regarded the Christians, 
bad acquired an intensely fanatical, destructive 
and sanguinary character, which does not yet 
appear to have been the case at the period to 
which ch. viii. 3 refers. It is, indeed, quite con¬ 
sistent with human nature, that when any pas¬ 
sion has exercised an influence over an indivi¬ 
dual during a certain period, and been indulged 
to a certain extent, it should increase in violence 
and fury, identify itself, as it were, with his 
character, and constitute the principle of life for 
him; this observation specially applies to reli¬ 
gious fanaticism. The course which Saul now 
intends to pursue, demonstrates that? his fanati¬ 
cism had acquired additional virulence. 


II 
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Vir. 2. Desired of him letters to Da¬ 
mascus, etc.—Hitherto Saul had contented him¬ 
self with persecuting the Christians in Jerusa¬ 
lem ; he now feels impelled to persecute the dis- 
oiples of Jesus in other regions, even beyond the 
boundaries of the Holy Land. He determines to 
proceed to Damascus. This ancient capital of 
Syria, lying northeast of Jerusalem, and about 
140 miles distant from it, was distinguished alike 
by its uncommonly beautiful situation, and by be¬ 
ing the centre of a vast trade, and of important re¬ 
ligious influences. It had passed, since the time 
of Pompey (B. C. 64), under the dominion of the 
Romans, ana had been attached to the province 
of Syria. Many Jews had selected this city as 
their residence after the age of the Seleucidm 
(Jos. War, II. 20, 2), and this fact precisely agrees 
with the passage before us, which represents Da¬ 
mascus as having contained more than one syna¬ 
gogue (rdf <r way toy and comp. ver. 20). But 
the tidings appear to have reached Jerusalem 
that there were also Christians in Damascus; 
these were converted Jews y since Saul views them 
as persons who were connected with the syna¬ 
gogues. The fortn of the conditional clause, e&v 
rtvac evpy, distinctly implies that he confidently 
expected to find suoh persons there. They are 
termed rtveg nfc &6ov bvreg, that is, people who 
walk in the way, or, belong to that way \66ov 
depending on bvrae; for the Gen. with elvai see 
Wiser, § 30, 6]. The word 666q does not of it¬ 
self signify a sect, as some writers have erro¬ 
neously inferred from ch. xix. 9, 23; xxii. 4, but 
designates in general a particular mode of life 
and conduct; in its special application here, it 
denotes that way or manner of life which re¬ 
ceives its peculiar character from faith in Christ 
as the Messiah.—Luke has not informed us of 
the means by which the Gospel reached Damas¬ 
cus. The most probable supposition iB, that in¬ 
dividual Christians belonging to Jerusalem, who 
were driven away at the time of the persecution, 
had withdrawn to that large city (ch. viii. 4 
AitfWov; comp. xi. 19); if some of the fugitives 
proceeded as far as Cyprus and Antioch, others 
may have, still more probably, retired to Damas¬ 
cus, which was a nearer point. It is quite con¬ 
ceivable that these also proclaimed the Gospel 
when they reached the city, and thus became the 
means by which other Israelites who dwelt there, 
were converted (ch. viii. 4, evayyefa£6ficvoi rdv 
7i6yov). Saul selected Damascus as the field of 
his intended operations, as he had perhaps un¬ 
derstood that a larger number of Christians 
would be found there than elsewhere, or, possibly, 
beoause he was personally connected with cer¬ 
tain inhabitants of the place. In order to ac¬ 
complish his design and be enabled to seize any 
disciples of Jesus whom he might find in Damas¬ 
cus, and conduct them as prisoners to Jerusalem, 
where they would be subjected to a trial, he re¬ 
quests the high priest to furnish him with letters 
of recommendation and authorization. (The 
plural kmoroTu&s corresponds to the plural erwayo- 
ydg; it would hence seem that he asked for sev¬ 
eral documents, intending to present one to each 
of the synagogues). The name of the high 
priest cannot be stated with entire confidence, 
as the year in which the conversion of Paul oc¬ 
curred is not known with entire chronological 


precision. [Bengel assigns it to A. D. 81; Je¬ 
rome, Petavius, 33; Baronius, 84; Meyer, Usher, 
Pearson, Hug, Olshausen, 85; Basnage, Alford, 
87; de Wette, 87 or 38; Ewald, 88; L. Capelins, 
39; Wieseier, 40 .—Tb.]. If that event did not 
occur later than the year 86, Caiaphas, who was 
displaced by Vitellius in that year, still acted as 
high priest. [See below, note on xxiiL 4, 5.]. 
He was succeeded by Jonathan, a son of Ananas 
[Annas]; in the next year, 37, the latter was, in 
his turn, displaced, and his brother Theophilus 
received the office (Jos. Ant . xviii. 4,8, and xviiL 
5. 3). The last named was, probably, the high 
priest to whom Saul applied. Luke does not ex¬ 
pressly state, but obviously implies that the high 
priest of course furnished the desired documents; 
he could, indeed, have personally had no motive 
for refusing to gratify the zealot who applied for 
means to sustain the ancient Judaism. Foreign 
Jews voluntarily recognized the authority of the 
high priest in Jerusalem, and, specially, that of 
the Sanhedrin, of which he was [usually, but at 
a later period, not regularly, Hrrzog, Rcal-Eneyk. 
xv. 616 .—Tr.] the presiding officer, and which 
they regarded as the highest tribunal, in matters 
of religion. [“In xxvi. 10 (comp. ver. 14below) 
Paul says that he received his authority from the 
apxiepelc, and in xxii. 6, from the npeaflvrtptop, 
which are merely different modes of designating 
the Sanhedrim. ” Haokett ad loc ., and see below, 
ch. ix. 13, 14, Exbg. note.—T r.]. And the ex¬ 
perience of the Jews had taught them that, in a 
case like the present, the civil authorities [Ro¬ 
man] would offer no opposition to a measure rep¬ 
resented to them as being directly connected with 
the internal religious affairs of the Israelites. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

Christ rules in the midst of his enemies. This 
truth derives a striking illustration from the fact 
that Saul’s enmity and murderous purposes, 
which glowed with hellish fire, were so long per¬ 
mitted to harass, scatter and ravage the church. 
The historian does not relate that he reviled and 
blasphemed the Redeemer himself; but at a later 
period Paul confesses that he had been guilty in 
this respect, 1 Tim. i. 18. In the present narra¬ 
tive he appears only as a persecutor of the Lord’s 
disciples, or of his church. But his spiritual 
state becomes the more alarming in proportion as 
a carnal zeal, passion, and even a satanic thirst 
for blood ( av$pomoKT6vo$, John viii. 44), became 
mingled with his ignorant zeal of God [Rom. x. 
2]. The flesh acquires increased influence when¬ 
ever fanaticism ascends to a higher grade, and 
man, in his blind ftiry, becomes a ravening and 
bloodthirsty beast. To such a depth the Lord 
permits man to descend, in order to rescue him 
from the abyss and change his nature. The long- 
suffering of God waits unto the end, but divine 
grace never loses sight of the sinner, even when 
he rushes madly onward in his career. Saul's 
history furnishes a brilliant illustration of God’s 
love in Christ to sinful man—a love which seeks 
and saves even the most abandoned sinner. [1 
Tim. i. 16.] 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

See below, ver. 10—19 a. 
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B.—THH EXALTED LORD APPEARS TO SAUL, WHEN THE LATTER 18 HEAR DAXAS0U8. 

Chapter IX. 8-9. 

• 3 And [But] as lie journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined 

4 round about [flashed around] him a light from 1 heaven: *And he fell to the earth, 

5 and heard a voice say mg unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? *And 
[But] he said, Who art thou, Lord ? And the Lord said [But he (omit the Lord 
said)]*, lam Jesus whom thou persecutest:* [omit the remainder of this verse , and 
that part of the next , which precedes the word Arise] it is hard for thee to kick against 

6 the pricks. *And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do? And the Lord said unto him, [But] Arise, and go into the city, and it shall 

7 [will] be told thee what thou must do. *And the men which [who] journeyed with 

8 him stood speechless, hearing a [the, rife] voice, but seeing no man. *And Saul arose 
from the earth; and [but] when his eyes were opened, he saw no man [nothing] 4 : 
but they led him by the hand, and brought [conducted] him into [to] Damascus. 

9 *And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 

1 Ver. 3. In place of aw6 [of the text. rec~, after 4**]* A. B. 0. O. [also Cod. Sin.] and subordinate manuscript*, aa well 
** several ancient versions, exhibit ex, which has, accordingly, been very properly preferred by Lach. and Tisch.; av6 
is sustained only by 15. H., and some minuscule*. [AIL retains airl, and, with Meyer, regards 4k as a correction from ch. 
ixiL ft.—T k.] 

f Ver. 5. The words 'O 84 kvjmo* elver, of the text. rtc. [but omitted in the Vulgatel, sure found only in O. H., and some 
Binuscules; they occur in the Syriac version. In £. elvev is wanting; other manuscrip^ omit xvpiot. A. B. C. and some 
other authorities have simply 8 84, which is undoubtedly the genuine reading, but was afterwards unnecessarily enlarged 
by the addition of svp. elver. [AIL, like Lach. and Tisch. regards the two words *vp. tin. as interpolated, and omits them. 
-Cod. Sin. reads: i fi sW.Atr. j ^ 

* Ver. 6 and d. It is remarkable that the following gloss, which Erasmus, and, after him, the Elzevirs [text, rtc.'] adopted, 
does not occur in a single Greek manuscript; it is not found in the [recently discovered] Codex Sinaitlcus. It was Inserted 
after iuwttf in tbeae terms: axAifp6r rot vpox Kevrpa Aa/m£ci r. T pifivr re cal Sanfimv elve * Kvatc, ri fu 04Aei% rotifer at; cal 
i cvptov rp8r m.vr6v. —E. alone has <rKkifp6v - - Aajvri^eiv, bnt omits the rest. The Vulgate, on the other hand, and some ori- 
versions [8yr.L as well as Theophylact andxfocnmonius, exhibit this addition, which is evidently borrowed from the 
parallel passages, with an enlargement intended to improve the whole. The words <tkKiip6v - - AoJcrt£«ir, are taken from 
ch. xxvi. 14, while in xxil. 10 the following occur: elvov 84 • ri woiif<ra> cvptc, whereas in all the manuscripts ver. 6 begins 
with aAAd [before drcUmt^i.—Stier and Theile’s N. T. encloses the whole passage in brackets; AIL like Lach., Tisch., etc.,. 
caits the whole, as u the authority of the MSS. is decisive: it could hardly be stronger.”—Cod. Sin. omits the whole poa- 

■age, i. t, avAjutor v pi* avr6v, and reads: Suixett * aAAA avatm^t.—T r.] 

4 Ver. 8. The great majority of MSS., and some versions and fathers read ov84ra, which was adopted by the text. rtc. 
BttU, o*Wr is to be preferred; it is supported by B. and Cod. Sin., and, especially, some ancient versions [Syr.Vulg. nihil]; 
beddei, A. originally exhibited av84r, which was afterwards changed to ov84va by another hand. It Is, moreover, very 
probable that this correction was Suggested by nq84va of ver. 7. [This is also the view ot Meyer, who terms the correction 
“mechanical,” and of Loch. Tisch., etc., while Alf. retains ov84va, and thinks that ov&vis the correction, intended 44 to ren- 
far the description of the blindness more complete.”—Cod. Sin. exhibits ov&r in Tischendorf’s 4to. edition (Lipsto, 1863), 
bat he remarks, p. LXVIII.): M super r videtur a cceptum sed statim missum esse factum.”—T r.] 

Ver. 4. And he fell to the earth, and 
EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. heard a voice.— Saul was filled with terror, 

and, prostrated by the overpowering influence 
Ver. 8. Suddenly there ahined round of the heavenly appearance, saw nothing further, 
about him a light from heaven.—Saul had But he heard a voice which called to him, and 
nearly completed his journey, and was already to which he replied—it was the Lord Jesus who 
in the vicinity of Damascus, when he was sud- spoke. He said: Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
denly arrested by an appearance from heaven, me? The words were, according to xxvi. 14, 
and cast to the ground. A light, proceeding pronounced in the Hebrew dialect [t. e. the Ara- 
from above, flashed around him (nepifforpa-tyev maaan, or Syro-Ch&ldaic, (Robinson)], and with 
[with which comp. irepiMfiil>av, xxvi. 13]), as this cireumstanoe the shorter Hebrew form of 
•ndden in its appearance, as powerful, and as the name whioh is here giren [EaofcA], in place 
dazzling as a flash of lightning. It is evident, of the [somewhat more usual] Grecized form 
however, that Luke does not mean, literally, a [Sav^of] precisely agrees. Tne interrogative 
flash of lightning; the verb which he employs is pronoun rl demands an account of hiB motives 
only intended to compare that heavenly appear- for engaging in this persecution, according to the 
ance to the lightning. The preposition irepl in beautiful interpretation of Chrysostom: ri rap* 
the compound verb implies that the light tur - kfiov fitya ff fwcpbv rjducrffikvo^ rairra roieic ;—We are 
rounded Saul, and, specially him only, but not any reminded by it of the noble reply which Poly- 
of his attendants. Luke does not remark in carp made to the proconsul who required him 
this connection that Saul saw Jesus himself to blaspheme Christ: hydofjKovra sal ££ tnj 
in this heavenly light, but the fact is subse- dovtebuv avrtp, koi ovSev fie ffdUcrjcev. Kal rr&c 
qnently stated (*Ii tjoofy 6 bfdeig cot, ver. 17; h dbvafiat phaotyfiijoat rov fiacitea pov , rhv cLcavrh 
rj htip cMe f rdv icipiov, ver. 27; tdetv rbv dUaww, fie ; Martyrium St. Polyk. c. 9. [Euseb. H. E. IV. 
xxil 14, and eomp. 1 Cor. ix. 1; xv. 8.) 15.]. The question accordingly appeals to Saul’s 
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conscience, and is designed to awaken in him a 
sense of the grievous wrong which he is com¬ 
mitting. 

Vm. 6. Who art thou, Lord?—Saul’s 
question indicates that he did not immediately 
recognize Jesus, although a presentiment re¬ 
specting the nature of Him who spoke, may have 
at once followed the appeal made to his con- 
scienoe. [“Conscientia ipsa facile diceret: Jesum 
esse” (Bengel). Tb.]. The words of the Lord 
(in which eyuand av are emphatically contrasted) 
are not tp be referred to the first call, in the sense 
that they are a continuation of it (equivalent 
to: ‘Saul, I, whom thou persecutest, am Jesus.’ 
Bengel), but constitute a direct answer to the 
question: ‘Who art thou?’ (equivalent to: ‘I, 
who appear to thee, and have called, am that 
Jesus whom thou persecutest’). But as Jesus 
appeared in his heavenly glory, while Saul is a 
poor and feeble being, easily prostrated and ter¬ 
rified, the answer was adapted to humble him 
deeply, and lead to his self-abasement. [Here 
a part of the text. rec. is omitted by Lechler; see 
above, note 8, appended to the text. For the 
explanation, see below, Exxo. etc. note, on ch. 
xxvL 12-14 .—Tb.] 

Vbb. 6. [But] arise, and go into the city. 
—The address of Jesus turns, at the word aX?A 
[for which see above, note 8, appended to the 
text], from the past to the future; old things 
are passed away, all things are to become new. 
Jesus speaks as the Lord, who has the right to 
command Saul, who will issue further instruc¬ 
tions, and who expects obedience. Paul would 
not have known what course he should now fol¬ 
low; he is directed to enter the city and await 
information, without knowing the source from 
which it will proceed; the passive form, ka?j?df}oe- 
ro/, is purposely chosen. 

Vbb. 7. And the men which journeyed 
with him stood speechless. —The attend¬ 
ants, who had probably been commissioned by 
the high priest to aid Saul in the arrest and de¬ 
livery at Jerusalem of the Damascene Christians, 
stood speechless and confounded. (Such is fre¬ 
quently the signification of ewedf, which ori¬ 
ginally signified only mute , but often, too, occurs 
in the sense of hc7reT?.Tfyptvoc). [The form tveol, 
found in A. B. C. E. H., and Cod. Sin., is now 
regarded by the highest authorities as more cor¬ 
rect than eweol of G. and the text. rec .— Tb.]. 
The circumstance that these attendants heard the 
voice, but, at the same time, saw no one from 
whom it proceeded, was specially adapted to 
amaze and confound them. When Paul himself 
speaks of this circumstance, in ch. xxii. 9, he 
says in reference to his companions: t^v <puvrft 
ovk ijKovaav tov kaXwvrds /uoi. This language 
seems, at first view, to contradict the terms in 
the present verse, viz. anobovrec pb rr)s 
and recent criticism has not failed to take ad¬ 
vantage of it. Those attempts to explain this 
apparent discrepancy, which make a distinction 
in the sense of fuvfj occurring in both passages, 
have, no doubt, been unsuccessful; thus, some 
interpreters allege that fon’fc here refers to Paul’s 
words, while, in ch. xxii. 9, <puvr) tov ?M?rOin>r6gnot 
is mentioned (Oecum., Beza, and others); by 
others in the present verse, has been sup¬ 
posed tft designate an inarticulate sound, but, in | 


ch. xxii. 9, to refer to articulated words (Roeen- 
miiller, Heinrichs, and others); both of these 
interpretations are in conflict with the context. 
There, is, nevertheless, an essential difference 
between hearing [a mere sound], and hearing 
[that is, understanding the meaning , as earlier in¬ 
terpreters, and Grotius, fiuinoel, Hackett, etc. 
explain ijKovoav in xxii. 9. (Meyer)—T b.}. The 
meaning of Paul’s words in ch. xxii. 9 is very • 
plain, viz.: his attendants did not hear the voice 
of him that spake to him, ». did not receive a 
distinct impression of the words or language of 
the speaker (<p. tov pot), and therefore did 
not understand his address to Saul. In ch. ix. 

7, on the other hand, we are simply informed that 
they heard the voice, which could easily have 
been the case, even if the words of the Lord ad¬ 
dressed to Saul were not distinctly understood 
by them. It is, besides, worthy of notice, in 
this connection, that anobetv is connected in the 
present passage with the genitive, and not as in 
xxii. 9, with the accusative. The distinction in 
sense is thus explained by the editors of the 
Thesaurus Ltnguse Orsecse of H. Stephan us [Henry 
Stephens, or, more accurately, Estienne, a grand¬ 
son of the first Henry, the founder of this cele¬ 
brated family of Parisian printers. Hbbsoo, 
Real-En. XV. 64 ff.—T b.]: “Genitivns maxime 
poni videtur in re, quam in genere audimus, ant 
ex parte tantum, aut incerto aliquo modo ,—Accnsa- 
tivus proprie rem certius definitam indicare cogt- 
tandus est.” In this case, Bengel would be 
justified in saying: Audiebant vocem solam, non 
vocem cum verbis. And the objection made by 
Meyer to such a view, viz., that merely seeing and 
hearing are in both passages mentioned antithet¬ 
ically, is not well founded, neither does it prove 
that in both cases the hearing was the same, for 
the seeing was not the same: according to ix. 7, 
they saw no man, but according to xxii. 9 they 
saw the light. Both passages alike show, as 
Baumgarten (I. 195 ff,) has ably demonstrated, 
that Paul received a distinct, but his companions 
an indistinct, impression.—[See Exxo. note on 
xxii. 6-11, ult.— Tb.]. —Another variation is 
found in the two statements, occurring in ch. ix. 7 
and ch. xxvi. 14; according to the former, the 
attendants stood , but, according to the latter, they, 
as well as Paul, fell to the earth. Here, too, 
some writers have supposed that a discrepancy 
exists which cannot be explained, and inferences 
have thence been drawn to a oertain extent, 
which affect the credibility of Luke. It should, 
however, be carefully noted that the words in 
xxvi. 14 (tt dvruv Karaneodvruv tjpuv eif rip? ygv) 
unmistakably refer to the first moment when the 
light was suddenly seen to flash, after which the 
voice of Jesus called to Saul, whereas, according 
to ix. 7 the men stood speechless at the time 
when Jesus and Saul were speaking. Or, in 
other words, ch. xxvi. 14 refers to an earlier, 
but ch. ix. 7 to a later point of time. It is 
not here admissible to take eiarffsewav in a plu¬ 
perfect sense (equivalent to: they had stood, or 
continued to stand), for sinee the perfect eanpsa 
has the sense of the present tense, the pluperfect 
eiarrjKetv occurs in that of the imperfect [Wtx. 
Oram. N. T. { 40. 4. ult.—T b.]. Moreover, 
that the men stood , is not the fact to which it is 
intended to give special prominenoe, but that 
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they were speechless or confounded, although we 
are not authorized to overlook entirely the pos¬ 
ture (standing) in which they are found. It is 
true, that if the present verse alone were con¬ 
sidered, we would receive no other impression 
than that Saul's companions had continued to 
stand during the whole transaction. But as the 
other passage informs us that they all fell to the 
earth as soon as the light was seen, we can easily 
conceive (with Bengel, Kuinoel, Baumgarten) 
that, although it is not expressly stated, Saul’s 
attendants recovered from their fright sooner 
than he did, and then arose. He fell down with 
them at once, and, when the voice called to him, 
continued to lie as if he were paralyzed; his at¬ 
tendants, who heard the voice but did not under- 
itand a word, and who were, consequently, not 
personally interested, very naturally recovered 
at an earlier moment. This is not an arbitrary 
assumption, as Meyer supposes, since it is sus¬ 
tained by a comparison of the parallel passages, 
and is not rendered improbable by any fact 
which they record. 

Via. 8, 9. 'When his eyes were opened, 
he saw no man [nothing].—Saul arose from 
the earth, in obedience to the command [ver. 6], 
but when he opened his eyes which had nitherto 
been closed, he could see nothing, and continued 
in this state during the following three days. 
He conld open his eyes, but could not see.—(The 
phrase ovibr ifiXnre involves an objective negation 
[denying an alleged fact ]; pi) fitercuv in ver. 9, 
is not distinguished from it logically, but, rather, 
only grammatically (Winer [Gram. N. T. $ 56, 6, 
ulL—-used subjectively, or, denying a certain con - 
option* —Tn.]) t since the negative belongs to the 
participle. The latter is merely a less emphatic 
expression than ov fihhruv, which would at once 
imply actual blindness; but it is not Luke’s pur¬ 
pose to convey such a conception, since he does 
not represent Saul’s condition as a divine punish¬ 
ment.). —This temporary loss of sight, which how¬ 
ever continued during several dqys, was, without 
doubt, occasioned by the dazzling light that ac¬ 
companied the appearance of Jesns [comp. ch. 
xxii. 11 .—Tr.]; still, a special divine act must 
be assumed as the original cause, since the men 
who were with Saul, had ale&seen the light (xxii. 
9), without being themselves deprived of sight. 
For they were able to lead him, like a blind man, 
by the hand into the city.—During these three 
days Saul entirely refrained from eating and 
drinking; he was occupied with his own thoughts 
and the examination of his spiritual state; and 
while he waited for the instructions which he was 
to receive from the Lord, fasting and prayer con¬ 
stituted his preparation for the future. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. It was not till Saul had reached the vicinity 
of Damascus, and now drew nigh to the gates of 
the city, that his progress was checked and he 
was awakened by Christ. The danger which 
threatened the Damascene Christians was immi¬ 
nent, for their enemy was at hand, but the help 
which God affords iB most gloriously revealed in 
the most severe trials. When Saul reached the 
spot in which he hoped to celebrate the victory 


of his zeal, he was himself subdued by the 
Lord. 

2. Jesus personally appeared to Saul, at first in 

a heavenly light which flashed around the latter 
like lightning, then called to the prostrate man, 
reproached him for being a persecutor, revealed 
his own name, and finally directed him to enter 
the city, where the will of God should be made 
known to him. These are the essential features 
of the occurrence which took place near Damas¬ 
cus. They instantly produced the deep convic¬ 
tion that Jesus lived. When Saul persecuted the 
disciples, he was governed by the delusion that 
after Jesus of Nazareth had been crucified as a 
malefactor and blasphemer, he had remained in 
the power of death. But Jesus, who now appears 
to him personally, is made known alike by the 
light and by the words which he pronounces, so 
that Saul obtains a direct, positive and personal 
knowledge that Jesus, the Crucified One, although 
he had died, is alive. [“He shewed himself 
alive” ch. i. 8]. It is a fundamental truth of the 
Christian religion that the Redeemer lives. We 
have not a Saviour who lived only at a former 
time, or, “who was”, but we have one “who is, 
and is to come.” (Rev. i. 4, where 6 ln> is design¬ 
edly placed before 6i)v teal 6 Christ is 

6 £Ctv (Rev. i. 18). And the truth, of which Saul 
is now convinced—that Christ is alive—is one of 
the leading themes of his subsequent preaching 
—a prominent article of the faitn which he pro¬ 
claimed. 

3. This appearance, besides, conveyed to Saul 
a deep impression of the glory of Jesus in his 
state of exaltation. The light which suddenly 
flashed around him with the rapidity and the 
brightness of lightning, was a light from heaven, 
the effulgence in which God himself dwells. It 
was in this effulgence that Jesus appeared to 
Saul, and so powerful was the effect, that, like 
all who were with him (xxvi. 14), he immediate¬ 
ly fell to the earth, and was deprived of sight 
for several days. The voice, too, of Jesus exer¬ 
cised an irresistible influence over him; he at 
once became conscious of the superiority and 
sovereign power of Him who now appeared, and 
bowed in deep submission before him. Jesus, 
indeed, not only lives, but is exalted in heaven, 
living and reigning in divine glory. All the ex¬ 
traordinary and wonderful features of the scene 
combine in bearing witness to the majesty and 
glory of Jesus. 

4. It is apparent as well from ch. ix. 17, 27, 
as from Saul’s own declarations («. g. 1 Cor. ix. 
1; xv. 8), that he saw Jesus on this occasion, 
heard his voice, and spoke with him. And this 
did not occur in a dream; it was not exclusively 
an internal process in his soul; it was not the 
apparition of a spirit, but & real, visible and 
audible manifestation in the world of sense: 
Jesus appeared to Saul personally in bis glorified 
corporeality, as true man, as the same Jesus, who 
had dwelt on earth, and who nevertheless ap¬ 
peared at this time from heaven in divine glory. 
This fact bears witness to the abiding humanity of 
the glorified Redeemer, and to his glorified corpo¬ 
reality. It was this event in the experience of 
the apostle Paul which formed the original and 
principal source whence he derived hU deep 
views and doctrines concerning the combination 
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of the spiritual and the corporeal in the spiritual- 
eorporeal paths of human life,—the transfigura¬ 
tion of man’s bodily nature—the resurrection of 
the body, etc. 

6. The very intimate communion of life which 
exists between Jesus and his disciples, is implied 
both in the first call: “Why persecutest thou 
met”, and in the subsequent reply: “I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest.” Saul had imagined 
that he persecuted none but the Christians, whom 
he regarded as fanatical sectaries without a leader 
or shepherd, and as apostates from the traditions 
of the fathers; but he hAd not supposed that any 
relations whatever now subsisted between him¬ 
self and Jesus of Nazareth, who had been put to 
death, and was thus removed from his path. But 
Jesus himself now appears to him and bears this 
witness: ( Thou persecutest me —not simply my 
disciples, but me also.’ Their sufferings, conse¬ 
quently, are his sufferings—they oannot be sepa¬ 
rated from him, so that they can be assailed 
without afflicting Him. In consequence of the 
oommunion of life which he maintains with his 
people, he is ever in them, and suffers, is reviled 
and persecuted with them. And his exaltation 
and dominion confer blessings on them; while 
he protects his followers, he fills their enemies 
with terror. The oneness of Christ with Chris¬ 
tians—the communion of life and intimate con¬ 
nection existing between the Lord and believers 
—the Church of* Christ one body, and the Lord 
its head—these lofty truths, which belong to our 
faith, which the mind of the apostle Paul 
grasped with more power and distinctness, and 
which he developed in his discourses and writings 
with even more fulness than others have done, 
are already presented in their general features, 
or in a germinal state in the appearance of 
Jesus to Saul in the vicinity of Damascus. 

6. But the following thoughts must have, pre¬ 
eminently, occurred to him, and have moved 
him very deeply: * I have then persecuted Him, 
even when I little thought that I was doing it; 
I have sinned against Him! He is exalted in 
heaven, possesses irresistible power, justly claims 
humble and implicit obedience (rl fie Okfaiq 
irotfoai), and yet I have resisted him! I now 
feel with whom I have to do. Nevertheless, he 
has not met me for judgment; he has not crushed 
me in his wrath. He has, rather, with pity 
and love, arrested my erring steps, has called 
me to himself, yea, assigns a holy work to me.’ 
(The latter thought is suggested by the call 
which he received, a few days afterwards, to be 
the apostle of the Gentiles.).—This was grace — 
full, free, pitying grace, granted to the sinner. 
It was the light of grace which first revealed to 
Saul the magnitude of his guilt, and the true 
character of sin in general. And his deep fall 
taught him, on the other hand, to understand 
the height and glory of divine grace. By such 
revelations he was cast down, and yet lifted up; 
his fall to the earth, and the ability to arise, 
when he received the encouraging command of 
Jesus, were an image of the processes which oc¬ 
curred in his soul. And npw his own personal 
experience enabled him to understand the nature 
both of sin and of grace, revealing the latter as 
the preponderating power of God. Even if Bin 
abounded, grace did much more abound. (Eom. 


v. 20). Hence, sin and graoe are the two hinges 
of the Gospel, in the view of the apostle, on 
which, in the divine economy, all things turn. 

7. Saul had hitherto persecuted the disciples 
of Jesus because he believed them to be not only 
fanatical and erring worshippers of Jesus of 
Nazareth, but also persons who did not render 
due honor to the sanctuary of Israel, the Law, 
and the traditions. He was a zealot in main¬ 
taining the traditions of the fathers (Othurifc ruv 
narpiKciv napaSdaeuv, Gal. i. 14). As sueh a zea¬ 
lot, he warred with those who, as he thought 
in his delusion, had apostatized from Jehovah 
and bis law; and if he beheld the execution of 
Stephen with satisfaction (oh. viii. 1), and ex¬ 
erted all his power in destroying the church of 
Jesus,'he entertained no other opinion than that 
he was performing a good and righteous work, 
on which God looked with pleasure. But he is 
now taught, in a startling and even painful man¬ 
ner, by the appearance of Jesus from heaven, 
that God looked on his course with displeasure. 
He is compelled to view his conduct in a new 
light; the work which he had believed to be ac¬ 
ceptable and preeminently meritorious, is, in 
reality, most sinful in the eyes of God; it is ao- t 
tually a conflict with the Anointed of God, and, * 
consequently with God himself, by which deep 
guilt was contracted. The Christians are, ac¬ 
cordingly, not apostates, but, on the contrary, 
the children of God, men who are eminently 
favored by the Most High. Hence, his views of 
the law, and of the righteousness of the law, 
were, of necessity, entirely altered. 

8. The* influence which the appearance of 
Jesus exercised on Saul was irresistible. He 
was thrown to the ground, and was compelled to 
yield unconditionally to a higher power, tho¬ 
roughly convinced that he lay at the mercy of 
Him who had appeared and addressed him. Bat 
•this is very different from the question: Is this 
revelation of Jesus to be considered as gratia tr- 
resistibilis , or is it, not ? Olshausen believed that it 
ought to be answered in the affirmative. [Bat 
after expressing his conviction that ais^jfpiv here 
occurs in the sense of hdbvarov, and that Paul 
could not then have resisted the force with which 
grace met him, Ols. adds: “If we, however, 
recognize this sense in the present passage, we 
do not on that account by any means approve of 
the Augustinian doctrine of gratia trresistibilis 
Ta.]. The language of the Lord (which, it is 
true, is an interpolation here [see note 3, ap¬ 
pended to the text above], but is genuine in eh. 
xxvi. 14) does, in fact, apparently imply an ir¬ 
resistibility—but only apparently. For Paul 
himself remarks, on the occasion on which he 
repeats those words, that he had not been aret&fc 
to the heavenly vision (ch. xxvi. 19), thus plainly 
presupposing the freedom of his will,—the inde¬ 
pendent character of his obedience, which he 
could have also refused. There is not a single 
feature of the whole transaction which indicates 
an irresistible change of the will. And the 
apostle Paul never speaks of his conversion, at 
any subsequent period, in such a manner as to 
deny the freedom of his self-determination, when 
he followed the divine directions. However un¬ 
restricted the operations of grace are, they are 
directed only towards a free subject, or, to one 
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who cma as well accept as repel grace. The 
choice is given to Saul, either to yield to the im¬ 
pression which this appearance made on him, 
and open his heart more and more fully, or to 
cloee the avenues to it. But that he chose the 
former, or, was willing to yield to the impression 
which he had received, is already implied in the 
questions: “Who art thou, Lord?” “What wilt 
thou have me to do ?” 

9. The internal processes connected with the 
oeenrrenoe, were far more important than the 
external. However wonderful the visible ap- 
pearanoe was, the revelation of Jesus to the 
spirit of Saul, was, nevertheless, the decisive 
niracle; and in this light the apostle himself 
views the subject. It is true that he repeatedly 
Mentions the circumstance in his Epistles, that he 
had seen the Lord Jesus (1 Cor. ix. 1; xv. 8). 
But when the occasion leads him to express his 
most profound views of the event, he describes 
the central circumstance of the whole as being 
an internal airoK&7.vtytf (evSdxr,jaev 6 Qed? — anona- 
Mnfxu rdv vlbv hvtpoi. Gal. i. 15, 16). If the main 
deedgn of the whole occurrence had been fully 
accomplished by means of the light and the 
soond, the attendants (assuming that their Benses 
were perfect), would have necessarily been able 
to perceive and understand precisely as much as 
did Saul himself. But both the visible appear¬ 
ance and the. call of Jesus made only an indis¬ 
tinct and conftised impression on them, and fur¬ 
nished them with no definite and clear concep¬ 


tions. This result muBt obviously be ascribed, 
first* to the sluggishness of their souls, which 
were not susceptible of such impressions, and, 
secondly, to the fact that this revelation of Jesus 
did not belong simply to the world of sense, but 
was, at the same time, of a spiritual, or spiritual- 
corporeal nature. 

10. The temporary bUndnes • of Saul was de¬ 
signed by the will of God not so much to be an 
image of the moral blindness in which he had 
hitherto lived (as it is generally believed), as, 
rather to withdraw and seclude him from the ex¬ 
ternal world, during the period in which he pon¬ 
dered, and learned to understand^ the decisive 
event that had occurred; it furnished him with 
an opportunity to be alone with himself and with 
his God and Saviour. According to this view, 
his blindness was not a punishment, but much 
rather an aid to reflection and a gift of grace.— 
During these three days Paul neither ate nor 
drank any thing whatever. This fasting or bod¬ 
ily preparation, was not imposed by the law, but 
was altogether voluntary, and was dictated by an 
inward impulse; it was, consequently, striotly 
evangelical; it referred to the divine instruction 
and the message which he had been directed (ver. 
6) to await. We are informed in ver. 11, that 
prayer was, in this case, combined with fasting. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL 

See below, ver. 10-19a. 


C.-*—THE CONVERSION OF SAUL 18 COMPLETED IN DAMASCUS THROUGH TH1 AGENCT OF ANANIAS. 

Chapter IX. 10-19a. 

10 And [But] there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him 

11 said the Lord in a vision 1 , Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here , Lord. *And 
the Lord said unto him, Arise,* and go into the street which is called Straight, and in¬ 
quire [seek] in the house of Judas for [om. for] one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, be- 

12 hold, he prayeth, *And hath seen in a vision [om. in a vision] * a man named Ananias 
coming in, and patting his hand 4 on him, that he might receive his sight [might see 

13 again]. *Then [But, d£] Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard 6 by many of this 

14 man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: *And here he hath au- 

15 thority from the ohief priests to bind all that call on [invoke] thy name. *But the 
Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he [this man, ouroq] is a chosen vessel [instru¬ 
ment] unto me, to bear my name before the [om. the] Gentiles, and kings, and the 

16 children of Israel: ♦For I will shew him 6 how great things [how much] he must suf- 

17 fer for my name’s sake. *And [Then, J£] Ananias went his way [om. nis way], and 
entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, 
even Jesus, that [who] appeared unto thee in the way as [in which, J] thou earnest, 
hath sent me, .that thou mightest receive thy sight [mightest see again], and be filled 

18 with the Holy Ghost. *And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been [as 
it were] scales: and he received sight [saw again] forthwith [om. forthwith]*, and 

19a arose, and was baptized. *And when he had received meat [nourishment], he was 
strengthened. 
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1 Ver. 10. Th« following order of th« words, iv bpafi+n t 6 Kvp+or, U far better Attested [A. B.C.&, Cod. Bin., and 
Adopted by Loch., Tisvb., and Alf.j thin 6 xvp. iv op. [in the text rtc. And Q. H.] 

* Ver. 11. Lachinann, in accordance with B., has adopted avdcra [imperative form, Wnc. Oram, g 14. l.h.1, but the 
participle draordt [of the Uxt. rte .J is here, as well as in ch. x. IS, 20, folly sustained [by Cod. SiiL, etc, and is adopted by 
Tisch, and AIL—Ta.] 

8 Ver. 12. a. The words iv bpa.fj.art before avSpa are [fonnd, in this order, in E.Q.H^bnt inB. C. before clftcv; they are! 
wanting entirely in A., [and Cod. Fin.] and some versions [ Vnlg., etc.], and have been very properly cancelled by Lach. and 
Tiscb., [and Alf. on account of the various position]; they were transferred, as an explanation, from ver. 10. 

4 Ver. 12. h. In place of \tipa [of text, rrc.l, which is found in Q. 11, as well as in some versions and father*, A. and C. 
[and Cod. Sin.] exhibit x<<pac: B. and E„ besides, prefix the article, Ta« x-» derived from ver. 17, where no various reading 
occurs. The plural Is unquestionably the more usual form [“always in thb Acts, except here” (Meyer)], and was, pre>. 
cisely for that reason, substituted ss a correction of the singular. [x«ipa i* adopted by Meyer and All; the plural by Lach, 
Tula.—T e.1 

* Ver. 13. euc^Koa [of tcxt.rccj is supported only by Q. H. [Chryst. etc.], whereas $*ov<ra [adopted by Lach. Tiech, 
Meyer and Alf.j occurs in A. B. C. E. [and Cod. Sin.]. 

* Ver. 10. avr6v [before o<ra]>n place of avr<p [text, rec. Cod. Sin, etc.] is not sustained by weighty authorities [found ia 
G, but not recognised by later critics.—Ta.] 

7 Ver. 18. The Uxt. rec , in accordance with E. G. [and Syr.] inserts wapaxp^/aa after avi&Xeifti rt ; but the word is not 
lbund in A. B. C. H. [Cod. Sin. Vulg.j and minuscules, and is obviously an interpolation. [Omitted by Lach, Tiech, and 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vie. 10-12. a. And there was - - Ananias. 
—The manner in which Ananias is here intro¬ 
duced, distinctly implies that, previously, he and 
Saul had not been personally acquainted with 
each other; it appears, at least, from ver. 13, 
that Ananias knew Saul only by report. The 
particular description of the latter as a native of 
Tarsus, and the word bvdpan appended to his 
name, conclusively show that Ananias did not 
know him personally. So, too, in ver. 12, the 
special mention of the name of Ananias, demon¬ 
strates that he was unknown to Saul. If the his¬ 
torian had not entertained this opinion, it would 
have been far more natural for him to hare simply 
written ok instead of hvdpa ovop, ’Av. If some 
interpreters (Eichhorn and others) have assumed 
that the two men were not only personally ac¬ 
quainted, but also intimate friends, their opinion 
is not sustained by the faintest intimation of such 
a fact in the present section, and is indeed at va¬ 
riance with it [ver. 11, 12, 18]. Ananias was, 

as his pure Hebrew name (fTyMn) already 

shows, a JudsBO-Christian [H&nani&h, often found 
in the O. Test., e. g., Ezra x. 28; Jer. xxviii. 1; 
Dan. i. 6.—Ta.]. Luke here simply mentions 
him as a fiadrrrf}<; tic without adding any partic¬ 
ulars belonging to his personal history. He is 
subsequently described, in ch. xxiL 12 [by Paul 
himself] as evoeflrfc /card rbv v6/wv, fiaprvpobpcvoc 
xmd tt&vtcjv tcjv kcltoiko{'VT(jJv ’I ovdaujv; he was, 
accordingly, even after his conversion, zealous in 
leading a godly life according to the law, and 
was, on that account, held in the highest esteem 
by the Jewish population of Damascus. 

b. . To him said the Lord in a vision, etc.— 
The Lord who here appears, is not God the Fa¬ 
ther, but Jesus Christ; for Ananias describes, in 
ver. 14, the Christians as those who invoke the 
name of the Lord; in this language bvopA oov can 
only be understood as referring to Jesus, not to 
Jehovah, as distinguished from Jesus; the same 
remark applies to rd bvopd fiov in ver. 15, 16.— 
Whether the tyapa, the vision, which was granted 
to Ananias, occurred when he was awake, or in 
a dream, cannot be determined from the passage 
before us; for the words avaorac iropebdijr^ ver. 
11 [comp. viii. 26, a], do not imply that Ananias 
was lying on a bed, but only that he was remain¬ 
ing quietly at home. He is directed to go forth, 
to proceed to a certain street, to enter a certain 


house, and there seek Saul, who is exactly de¬ 
scribed to him, and is engaged in prayer. The 
street was called Straight, without doubt in 
order to distinguish it from other streets in that 
ancient oity, which were in most cases angulaied 
and crooked. Wilson (“Lands of the Bible") 

I ascertained that there is still a street with this 
name in the city ; even the house of Judas is still 
pointed out in this street; but here the work of 
tradition is almost overdone. (Ewald: Apott. 
Zeitaltrr , 1858, p. 259, 2d ed.) 

e. For, behold, he prayeth. —The Lord in¬ 
forms Ananias of the reason for selecting and 
sending him precisely at that time to Saul—be¬ 
cause (yap) the latter was, at that moment, en¬ 
gaged in prayer, and, consequently, needed an 
answer to his petitions, or a fulfilment of his de¬ 
sires and prayers, and was also internally pre¬ 
pared to receive such an answer. Hence the 
commission is nou? given, and it is intrusted to 
Ananias, because Saul had already seen, in a 
vision, a man named Ananias coming in and put¬ 
ting his hand on him. The vision had been pre¬ 
viously granted to Saul, and henoe he is even at 
this moment offering prayer (n pocei^rroi, prc*., 
eldev — eice?.&6vra xal iiri&kvra, aor.). The words 
bjruc avafllkifo indicate to Ananias that Saul is at 
this time deprived of sight. But the revelation 
made by the Lord to Ananias is, without doubt, 
presented in this narrative only in a summary 
manner, and not in a complete form; for we must 
necessarily assume that Jesus informed Ananias 
of his appearance to Saul on the way, and also of 
the future gift of the Holy Ghost to the latter 
through the laying on of hands of Ananias. 
[Corap. vi. 6; viii. 15-17]. Every doubt on this 
point is removed by the words occurring in ver. 
17: ’I t/oovc & (xpdilq oot kv rg 66<p g VPX 0 ®* and 
nfajo&fjC Trvevparog dyiov. 

Visa. 18,14. Then Ananias answered, etc. 
—As Moses, to whom Jehovah appeared in Horeb, 
and revealed his purpose to send him to Egypt 
(Exod. iiL 11 ff.), and also Jeremiah (Jer. L 6 ff.), 
were, respectively, unwilling to accept and exe¬ 
cute the divine commission, so here, too, Ananias 
exhibits hesitation and timidity, which he ex¬ 
presses with childlike candor and simplicity. 
He is unhappily only too well acquainted with 
the name of Saul as that of an enemy of the dis¬ 
ciples of Jesus. If he had heard dirb rroAXuv that 
this man was a persecutor; these persons from 
whom he received the information, were, without 
doubt, chiefly fugitives from Jerusalem, who had 
sought a place of refuge in Damascus. We learn, 
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at the same time, from the expressions which he 
uses, that he is not himself a Christian who had 
fled from Jerusalem, since, in such a case, he 
would not refer to the fact as one which he had 
ascertained from other persons; he was, there¬ 
fore, originally an inhabitant of Damascus. [ ‘* We 
know nothing concerning Ananias, except what 
we learn from St. Luke or from St. PauL” Life , 
tie. of 8t. Paul, by Conyb. and Howson. L 102. 
London, 1854. No reliance can be placed on the 
traditions concerning him, which hare descended 
to onr times.— Tb.]. But from what source did 
he obtain the information that Saul had been em¬ 
powered by the chief priests (the plural, tuv 
dfxttp&nr, probably denoting the actual high priest, 
with the ex-high priests, and the Sanhedrin) 
to arrest the Christians ? It is quite possible that 
certain Christians in Jerusalem, who could not 
hare remained in ignorance respecting Saul’s de¬ 
parture, the purpose of his journey, and the au¬ 
thority which he had received, communicated the 
facts to their acquaintances in Damascus, either 
by letters or through messengers, so that they 
might adopt the necessary precautions. As Saul 
had reached the city at least three days previous¬ 
ly, the resident Christians could have easily be¬ 
come acquainted during that period with the 
nature of his errand. [“Perhaps—the object of 
8aul’s journey was divulged by his companions.” 
JJ. A. Alexander, m loe.y — Thy saints. —“ This 
is the first time that this afterwards well-known 
appellation occurs as applied to the believers in 
Christ.” (Alford). “This term—belongs to all 
who profess to be disciples, and does not distin¬ 
guish one class of them as superior to others in 
point of excellence.” (Hackett). See below, 
Doctu. and Eth. No. 4. — Tr.1 
Via. 15,16. Go thy way, tor he is a ohosen 
vessel unto me, etc.—The Lord, in place of 
recalling, repeats the command, but, at the same 
time, calms the troubled mind of Ananias, by in¬ 
forming him that Saul will not only no longer 
inflict injury on the church, but that he has even 
been chosen by the Lord Himself for the work of 
promoting his honor and increasing the number 
of those who shall confess His saving name.— 
hrinr ikforyyq is a ohosen vessel, instrument 
or organ [iitiioyffc, the Hebraizing Gen. of quality, 
Winer, { 84, 8. 6]; Saul is appointed to bear 
[or, carry; “contmuatur metaphora , nam vasis uti- 
*wr adportandum .” ( Kttmoel , adloc.) ; tov paord- 
oaiy Gen. of design, Winer, { 44. 4. b. Tr.1. My 
name ;/that is to say, he shall, by word and deed, 
spread abroad the knowledge and confession of 
Jesus, as the Redeemer and Messiah.—There are 
three scenes of aotion among men to whioh Saul 
is appointed to carry the name of Jesus : 1. t&vq, 
whien word, as the viol ’I opaffk are afterwards 
expressly distinguished from them, can only be 
understood as denoting pagans , and not nations 
in general; 2. paotAeif, reigning lords, princely 
persons [Herod Agrippa, ch. xxvi. and probably 
Nero (de Wette; Alf.)— Tr.1; 8. viol ’I opatfk. The 
mention of the bdvy precedes that of Israel, in 
order to imply that Saul’s vocation as a witness 
primarily refers to the Gentile world, where his 
field of labour would be found; Israel is not ex- 
eluded from the sphere of his operations, but re¬ 
ceives attention only in the second place. Saul 
is already, in these words of the Loid, distinctly 


described as the apostle of the Gentiles, and it is 
simply the name of apostle that is not expressly 
given to him.—The language in ver. 16, does not, 
as we might at first expect [from the introductory 
yap], explain the reason for which Saul is a 
chosen instrument (Meyer), but rather the reason 
for which the command (tt ogeOov) is issued; the 
sense is: ‘Go, for (ye have nothing to fear from 
him; ye will not suffer aught through his agency; 
on the contrary) I will show him how much he 
must suffer in his own person for my name’s 
sake.’ The term i/Kodetgo does not refer to a pro¬ 
phetic revelation (de Wette), but to a showing by 
means of events in the actual experience of Saul. 
—The terms: boa del airrbv nadelv, are, in their 
form, apparently an allusion to those which Ana¬ 
nias had employed in ver. 18; boa kokcl kTzolijoe 
role dylois oov. 

Ver. 17. And Ananias went his way, and 
entered into the house. —Ananias immediate¬ 
ly obeys, and proceeds to the designated house 
(diTtflJoz — koI elcrjTJdev). The manner in which he 
addressed Saul (2aot>A cuk?.<f>£) does not refer ex¬ 
clusively, nor even primarily to their common 
nationality as Israelites, but to the connection or 
fellowship now existing between them for Christ’s 
sake, of which the former had already been as¬ 
sured by the words of the Lord. He speaks to 
Saul, who is so deeply humbled, with all the ten¬ 
derness of love, inspires him with confidence, and 
consoles him as a messenger of the Lord who is 
empowered to restore his sight, and impart the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. He does not appear to 
have at once communicated to Saul the informa¬ 
tion which he had himself, (when he expressed 
his fears,) received from Christ in a vision for 
his own personal encouragement, ver. 16, 16; 
and here he acted with propriety and true Chris¬ 
tian prudence, for, as Bengel expresses himself; 
Sauli non erat scire , quanti ipse jam esset. [This re¬ 
mark, however, scarcely seems to be sustained by 
Paul’s report of the address of Ananias, ch. xxii. 
16.— Tr.1 ♦ 

Ver. 18, 19a. And immediately there 
fell from hi* eyes as it had been scales.— 
This statement can hardly mean that a scaly sub¬ 
stance had actually been separated from Saul’s 
eye-balls (Bengel and Meyer); it rather seems to 
describe merely a certain sensation which he ex¬ 
perienced at the moment, that is, he felt as if 
something resembling scales fell from his eyes, 
after which he could Bee again; and this change 
occurred suddenly, after Ananias had laid his 
bands on him. [The original word, applied 
in Lev. xi. 9, 10 Sept. (Robinson’s Lex.) to the 
scales of a fish, may also be “applied to egg¬ 
shells, and the rind or bark of plants, and even 
to metallic flakes or lamina.” (Alexander, ad 
loe.) — Tr.]. Every unprejudiced reader can read¬ 
ily perceive from the whole tenor of the narra¬ 
tive, and also from the word Mkt^, that Luke 
here intends to describe a miraculous event, pro¬ 
ceeding from a supernatural power.—Saul at once 
received baptism from Ananias. And here ava- 
or&c does not imply that the former had. been 
lying on a bed, but rather that he was kneeling, 
and had continued in the attitude of prayer. 
However, it is the most probable supposition of 
all, that this word is merely intended to depict 
Saul’s rapid transition from a state in which he 
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was occupied with his internal experience, and 
in which he was only a recipient, to a personal 
and energetic course of action. He was proba¬ 
bly baptized in one of the rivers [of Syria] which 
Naaman had extolled in his day [2 Kings v. 12], 
the Abana [ marg . Amana] or rharpar. [The 
identity of certain streams in the vicinity of the 
modern Damascus with those of which Naaman 
•poke, is not fully established (Hbrzoo: Real- 
Encyk. III. 261; XV. 898; 0. Thbnius: Die 
Bucher d. Konige, ad loc. p. 286 f; Robinson’s 
Gesknius: Hebr. and Engl. Lex. 8d. ed. p. 868 f.); 
nor is there any indication in the present pas¬ 
sage that a sufficient quantity of water to fill a 
bowl or other vessel, as well as the food men¬ 
tioned in ver. 19, could not be obtained without 
departing from the house. —Tb.]. Saul discon¬ 
tinued his fast after he had been baptized, and 
partook of food, so that he rapidly regained his 
strength (mer^wev [intrans. as in Gen. xlviii. 2. 
(de Wette) —Tb.]; the aorist is purposely em¬ 
ployed, instead or the imperfect [see above, viii. 
15-17, ult.]; the word is also applied to convales¬ 
cents). It Accordingly seems that in consequence 
of the heavenly appearance, which so powerfully 
affected Saul, as well as of his fast, which con¬ 
tinued three days, and of his internal struggles, 
his bodily strength had, previously, been very 
greatly impaired. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. He who is, strictly speaking, the true author 
of all that is described in this section, is none 
other than Christ himself, the exalted and reigning 
Lord of the kingdom. Ananias is only a messen¬ 
ger, commissioned and sent to declare and to per¬ 
form that with which he is charged. It is Jesus 
Christ who “worketh both to will and to do”— 
who influences and acts. Both at the time when 
Saul was so completely overwhelmed, and when 
his conversion originally began, and also now, 
when that conversion advances and is completed, 
the heavenly Redeemer himself appears person¬ 
ally and is really engaged in action. He di¬ 
rects Ananias, in a vision, to proceed to Saul, 
who is likewise instructed in a vision to receive 
the former, ver. 10, 12. Saul had been awakened 
by means of an extraordinary and miraculous 
appearance—his oonversioh is now completed by 
an extraordinary revelation. He was called and 
inducted into office by the Lord himself, not by 
men; to this important and decisive fact Paul 
continually appeals with a perfect right and with 
entire truth. 

2. But Christ revealed himself immediately 
[without intervening agents] to Saul in the vi¬ 
cinity of Ihunascus, when he appeared in the light, 
and addressed the latter; in the city he spoke 
with him and influenced him only mediately , i. e., 
through Ananias. That which was at the begin¬ 
ning altogether a supernatural operation, was 
intended, ultimately, to proceed by degrees in 
the natural, divine-human course; this transition 
is seen in the communication to Saul and his re¬ 
storation to sight through the intervention of a 
man. It was, at the same time, the will of the 
Lord, who arrested Saul in his persecuting course 
and revealed himself, that the latter should be¬ 


come associated with the church, that is, be im¬ 
planted in the body of Christ. For this pur¬ 
pose the Redeemer employed one of his disciples 
in the name of all; that disciple served him in 
word and deed—imposing his hands, baptizing, 
and declaring the word. 

8. Ananias is not an apostle, but “a disciple," 
that is, simply a member of the church, not in¬ 
trusted either with the ministerial, or with any 
other congregational office. That precisely such 
a man came to Saul, was most wisely ordered. 
If an apostle like Peter had Been sent to him, not 
only might he have been tempted to yield to a 
feeling of pride, but he would also have thus be¬ 
come dependent on human authority; his apos¬ 
tolical office and labors would have been so con¬ 
stituted as to depend on the other disciples, where¬ 
as it was specially designed that he should labor 
in an independent manner. On this latter fact, 
indeed, Paul often lays a stress when he main¬ 
tains that he was an hirdaroXoc ovk iw’ av&pimv* 
ovdi di* avQp&rruv, aAAd did 'Itjoov Xpurrov. GaL i. 
1, and elsewhere. 

4. It is an important christological point that 
when Ananias answers, he terms the disciples of 
Jesus not only 61 briKaXobpevoi rb bvoya aov, ver. 
14, but also ol hyioi aov , ver. 18. In the Septua- 
gint, and here, also, bruaiXeUrdai [Mid.] bvopa is 

the Greek phrase for OCO iOj!5 [thus de¬ 
fined in Robinson's Gesenius: Hebr. Lex . 988 
and 1067: to call upon the name (of Ood ), to in¬ 
voke his name, i. e, to praise, to celebrate, to wor¬ 
ship God, Gen. iv. 26; xii. 8; Ps. lxxix. 6, etc.— 
Tb.]. Here the fact is stated as one well known, 
that the Christians call on Jesus, or, address 
prayers to him, as the Israelite of the old covenant 
addressed Jehovah, the covenantal God. And 
when Ananias describes the Christians as the 
“saints” of the Lord Jesus, he again employs an 
expression which, in the old covenant, could have 
reference to Jehovah alone. If Christ has his saints , 
the statement itself of the fact ascribes divine 
honor to him. The Christians are, according to 
this view, men who are intimately and essentially 
united with Christ as a divine Person, and, as he 
is holy, they are also consecrated by their com¬ 
munion with him. [“To7f dyioig aov , the saints who 
belong to thee , t. «., the Christians; for these have, 
through the atonement, when appropriated to 
themselves through faith (comp. Rom. i. 7), been 
separated from the Kboyos, and have become con¬ 
secrated to God; they belong to Christ, who pur¬ 
chased them with his blood, (Acts xx. 28), w 
(Meyer, ad foe.— Tb.]. Hence, both conceptions, 
ol knuiakoi'grvoi rbv nvptov , and ol ayuu avrov, are 
of such a nature as to indicate the deity of Christ. 

6. The imposition of hands is described in ch. 
viii. 17 ff. as the means by which the Spirit was 
communicated, while here, ver. 12, the act is more 
immediately mentioned as the means by which 
Saul’s sight was to be restored. It distinctly ap¬ 
pears, however, from ver. 17, that the gift of the 
Holy Ghost was likewise to be imparted through’ 
the imposition of hands. And, indeed, the very 
nature of the action, which is, primarily, oorpo- 
real, but also spiritual, adapts it fully to exercise 
not only spiritual, but also corporeal influences. 
It is also worthy of remark, that Ananias, who is 
simply a Christian, performs the act of the impe- 
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sition of hands, and is the agent through whom 
the gift of the Holy Ghost is imparted. Hence 
this function does not belong absolutely and ex¬ 
clusively to the sacred office, still less to the apos¬ 
tolic rank. It is God, nof man, who imparts the 
Holy 8pirit: he bestows that gift on any indivi¬ 
dual and in any manner, according to his own 
will. He is dependent on no human instrumen¬ 
tality or ecclesiastical office; but here, too, acts 
with a freedom which is absolute and uncondi¬ 
tional. 

6. It was not till Saul received Baptism, that 
the work of his conversion was completed, or his 
regeneration and implantation into Christ were 
accomplished. The question here arises: In what 
relation does the baptism with the Spirit stand 
to the baptism with water ? It is not stated in 
the present passage in express terms that Saul 
was actually filled with the Holy Ghost either 
before or after his baptism with water; and the 
particular circumstance that his bodily restora¬ 
tion is notioed, but not the fact that he was filled 
with the Holy Ghost, is a matter of surprise to 
de Wette. [The latter adds, however, in his Com¬ 
mentary (8a ed. 1848) that the fact that the im¬ 
position of the hands of Ananias was followed by 
Saul’s being filled with the Holy Ghost, is subse¬ 
quently demonstrated.—T r. ]. But the wh ole con¬ 
text necessarily leads us to assume that Saul was 
as certainly filled with the Holy Ghost, as he was 
restored to sight immediately, as the consequence 
of the imposition of the hands of Ananias. For 
the latter, who, in ver. 17, repeats the words of 
Jesus, mentions both events as coordinate, and 
as constituting the purpose of his mission. But 
if the corporeal gift followed evd&f, ver. 18, we 
must assume that the spiritual gift also attended 
the imposition of hands. If this view is correct, 
the baptism with the Spirit preceded that with 
water. Even if such was not the usual course, 
(eomp. ii. 38), nevertheless, all that God does, 
constitutes a nigher rule and ordinance; we are 
not permitted to suppose that God is subjected to 
any special order, although we are bound by it. 
The same principles apply to baptismal instruc¬ 
tions: none were imparted by Ananias to Saul, 
although they ahculd never be omitted in the 
cases of proselytes. In the present case, how¬ 
ever, any special preparations for the baptism 
were, in reality, superfluous, for repentance and 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ had been already 
wrought by Him in Saul. Erasmus declares the 
truth, when he says in his Paraphrase: Paulus 
Jesum habuerat catechist am. 

7. Saul is called to be the apostle of the Gentile*. 
He does not receive the title of apostle in the pre¬ 
sent section, it is true, and, indeed, it is only once 
applied to him in the Acts, and then, in conjunc¬ 
tion with Barnabas, ch. xiv. 14. Still, his voca¬ 
tion as the apostle of the Gentiles is distinctly and 
unmistakably described in ver. 15. Ananias had 
doubtless already informed him that the Lord had 
appointed him to carry His name to the Gentiles. 
For Paul himself connects, in Gal. i. 15, 16, the 
purpose of God that he should preach the Gospel 
M among the heathen,” in the most intimate man¬ 
ner with his own call and conversion. And in 
eh. xxvi. 16 f., he tells Herod Agrippa that he 
had, at the beginning, been informed of his mis- 
sioa to the Gentiles: it is, at the same time, true, 


that he here reports the information, (which was 
no doubt communicated to him by Ananias,) as 
having been embodied in the direct address of 
Jesus. His call to be the apostle of the Gentiles 
coincided in time with the completion of his con¬ 
version ; that call did not restrict him to the hea¬ 
then world, but preeminently referred to it. In 
this respect Paul does not occupy precisely the same 
grade with the original apostles, as if he were the 
thirteenth, or even the twelfth (as some suppose), 
occupying the place of Judas Iscariot, in so far 
as the choice of Matthias is assumed to have been 
premature, and not valid in the eyes of God. They 
were more immediately the apostles of Israel; he 
was more immediately the apostle of the Gentiles. 
But in apostolical primitiveness and dignity, he 
is not subordinate to them. They were directly 
chosen, called, and invested with their office by 
Jesus; so, too, was Paul. The only difference is, 
that the former were called by the Redeemer in 
his state of humiliation, while He called Paul in 
His state of exaltation. The former were ap¬ 
pointed to bear witness concerning Jesus Christ, 
as men who had both seen and heard. Such, too, 
was Paul’s duty (comp. xxii. 15, lay pdprvg airr £ 
npfy n&vrac hvtipoirovg uv i&paxac nai rjKovaag ; ch. 
xxvi. 16, elg tovto b&thjv aot irpoxeipiaaodai oe — 
p&prvpa djv re eideg on> re bf&ficrofial aoi.). In or¬ 
der to maintain the independence and reality of 
hiB apostolical rank, he himself always speaks in 
the most emphatic terms of the circumstance that 
he had been called by God , not by men, and, di¬ 
rectly, through Jesus Christ, not through men, e. 
g. t Gal. i. 1 [see above, No. 8, ult.]. 

8. The entire narrative of the conversion of Saul .— 
In what light are we to view it? It iB well known 
that some have considered it to be the descrip¬ 
tion of a merely ordinary occurrence, while others 
have rejected it as an unhistorical and highly co¬ 
lored legend; both opinions originally assume the 
impossibility of a miracle in general, that is, of 
a direct interposition of God in nature and his¬ 
tory. Both opinions alike originate in Natural¬ 
ism [which word, here, in general denotes those 
theories according to which God reveals himself 
only mediately or naturally, and not in an imme¬ 
diate or supernatural manner.— Tr.] ; it is only 
when these opinions are more folly developed, 
that they are found to proceed in different direc¬ 
tions. The adherents of the former give such an 
interpretation to the narrative presented in the 
Bible, that it is at last divested of every miracu¬ 
lous feature, and simply refers to an occurrence 
conforming to the ordinary course of nature. 
Those of the latter, who are influenced by the 
truth in so far that they recognize in the scrip¬ 
tural narrative an intention to exhibit miraculous 
circumstances, nevertheless allege that it has 
been embellished, that is to say, disfigured by 
legendary and traditional additions. The natu¬ 
ral interpretation (the supporters of which are 
named by Mever [p. 202, 3d ed.]) in general as¬ 
sumes that a thunder-storm and certain processes 
in the soul of Saul, are the principal facts. His 
thoughts were all absorbed by Christ and his 
church; he had received certain impressions at 
the death of Stephen, etc. In this excited state 
of mind, he imagined that, in the flash of light¬ 
ning, he beheld the appearance of Jesus, and, 
amid the rolling thunder, heard his words. He 
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was thereupon altogether won for Christianity | 
by Ananias, with whom he had been previously 
well acquainted, and by whom bis sight, which 
had been affected by the dazzling light, was re¬ 
stored. With this statement, in its essential fea¬ 
tures, the conjecture recently proposed by Ewald 
( Ap . Zeital. 1868, p. 848 IF.) agrees, viz., that a 
hot and deadly wind had thrown Saul and all his 
travelling companions with irresistible force to 
the ground—that, at the same time, stormy emo¬ 
tions raged in his heart, insomuch that in the 
appearance which was visible in the air, he saw 
Christ desdending from heaven and assailing him 
—that, as he lay on the ground, he heard the 
threatening words of the Heavenly One, etc. But 
all these representations have two features in 
common: 1. All the natural states and occur¬ 
rences, both in the soul of Saul and in the exter¬ 
nal world, must first be invented, and even then 
the narrative before us does not present a single 
point of contact at which they can be combined 
with it. 2. The vital point of the whole event, 
namely, the reality of an appearance of the glo¬ 
rified Redeemer, of which the Bible here, and in 
the parallel passages, bears witness positively, 
unmistakably, and harmoniously, must be denied, 
or at least be silently set aside. With respect to 
the former of these two features, there is no inti¬ 
mation in the words of Luke [in the three parallel 
passages,] ch. ix.; ch. xxii.; ch. xxvi., that thun¬ 
der and lightning, a thunder-storm, or a simoom, 
had occurred. So, too, it is assumed that doubts 
had already arisen in the soul of Saul, before the 
appearance near Damascus was seen, and that his 
conscience was engaged in a violent struggle, oc¬ 
casioned by observations which he had made in 
the cases of Stephen and other Christians whom 
he had persecuted. But not the least trace of 
such a state of mind can be found in the several 
narratives: we are, on the contrary, most dis¬ 
tinctly informed that Saul’s fanaticism retained 
all its violence, and that his views and sentiments 
were by no means changed; but that the appear¬ 
ance had suddenly arrested his steps, taught him 
to reflect, and turned him from his course. With 
this statement every remark will be found to har¬ 
monize, which Paul himself makes in his Epistles, 
respecting his conversion and the previous state 
of his mind. Besides, the whole character of the 
man, who at all times unhesitatingly and inva¬ 
riably acted in accordance with his convictions, 
forbids, already at the outset, the assumption of 
vacillation on his part, or unsteadiness of pur¬ 
pose.—With respect to the latter feature, the 
reality of the (objective) appearance of Christ is 
represented as the main point in the whole oc¬ 
currence, not only in the Acts, but also in Paul’s 
own Epistles, whenever the fact of his conver¬ 
sion is mentioned. Now, the attempt to explain 
the entire transformation of this man, which is 
historically established, and, at the same time, to 
set aside the appearance of Christ, as if it had not 
actually occurred, not only docs violence to the 
testimonies before us, but would also rob one of 
the greatest and most momentous events that ever 
occurred, of its historical basis, and involve the 
whole transaction in a deeper mystery than that 
which attends the miracle itself. Is it conceivable 
that the actual appearance of Christ near Damas¬ 
cus, on which (in addition to the transactions that 


immediately succeeded in the city) the conversion 
of Paul, all his vast labors, his sufferings, too, 
for Christ’s sake, and his whole doctrinal system, 
essentially depend, should have been a mere va¬ 
gary of his fancy, that is, a fanatical self-delusion 
and an empty conceit? And how could Paul 
have Acquired such influence, or have been so 
fully recognized by the other apostles and the 
whole churoh, not simply as a converted Chris¬ 
tian, but as a commissioner of Christ, as an apos¬ 
tle, (all which is undeniably true), if his call to 
the apostolic office had not been, objectively, an 
established and undoubted faetf Insurmountable 
difficulties meet us at every step, when we dis¬ 
card the evidences before us, deny the reality of 
the appearance of the exalted Christ, and attempt 
to invent and support a different course of events, 
for which no proof is adduced. The conversion 
of Paul and his call to be the apostle of the Gen¬ 
tiles, cannot possibly be made intelligible, when 
they are represented to be exclusively the natu¬ 
ral development of his original character and 
recent experience. But the whole transaction 
becomes clear when we view the transformation 
that occurred in Saul, as the result of the miracu¬ 
lous interposition of God in the paths of the hu¬ 
man spirit, and in the operations of the powers 
of nature, namely, of a real appearance of the 
exalted Redeemer, or one which the senses could 
perceive. We cannot, with some writers, find a 
positive preparation for this momentous event, 
but we do find the condition on which both the 
possibility of its occurrence, and Saul’s suscepti¬ 
bility in reference to it, depended, in the follow¬ 
ing two circumstances : first, the original ten¬ 
dencies of his moral nature, in so far'as he pos¬ 
sessed sincerity of heart, decision of the will, 
honesty and fidelity to his convictions, and the 
fear of God; secondly, the preliminary know¬ 
ledge of Jesus of Nazareth and the church, which 
he had obtained. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 1. And Saul, yet breathing out, 

etc.—God often permits men to proceed as 
far as their feelings will lead them, in order to 
show the great depth from which he can extricate 
them. (Quesn.).—The Lord our God is an arti¬ 
ficer who takes pleasure only in performing a 
very difficult work, or one that is not of a trivial 
character; and he most of all delights to work 
on the raw material. He has, therefore, at all 
times preferred very hard wood and very hard 
stones and theif the masterpieces which he pro¬ 
duces, exhibit his great skill (Luther). 

Ver. 2. And desired of him letters.— 
Letters and documents, and the services which 
they can render even at a distance, have oflen 
extended the blessings which the kingdom of God 
imparts. But Satan has availed himself of the 
same means for scattering his seed and commu¬ 
nicating his spirit. (K. H. Rieger).— That - - 
he might bring them bound. —A false reli¬ 
gion is bloodthirsty; the true church suffers 
persecution. (Starke). 

Ver. 8. He came near Damascus.— Then 

came his hour; for no heart is so hard, even if 
it were like granite or adamant, that it oould, 


Digitized by L^ooQLe 



CHAP. IX. 10-19a. 


l'rs 


under such circumstances, resist without break¬ 
ing. (Luther).—No apparition is ever seen at 
mid-day (ch. xxii. 6); hence it was not possible 
that Saul should be misled by his imagination. 
(Williger).— In our greatest needy divine aid is near¬ 
est at hand; demonstrated, I. In the case of 
8 anl; when the power of sin had reached its 
height, the Lord saved him; II. In the case of 
the Christians of Damascus; when the enemy 
was already at the gate, the Lord said: “Hith¬ 
erto—but no further.” [Job xxxviii. 11].— Sud¬ 
denly there shined round about him a 
light from heaven. —It was different from the 
“glory of the Lord” which “shone round about” 
the shepherds in the field near Bethlehem; still, 
it was essentially the same. Here, too, Christ 
was bom in the darkness of a benighted heart— 
Ereu yet a twofold light streams from heaven 
into the heart, when a sinner is converted: I. 
The alarming gleam of the divine law; II. The 
cheering light of evangelical grace. 

Via. 4. And he fell to the earth.— We, 
who are by nature haughty and proud, cannot 
receive aid, until we fall to the ground. (Starke). 
—Saul, Saul !—The repeated and impressive 
mention of the name (as Abraham, Abraham! 
Gen. xxiL 11; Samuel, Samuel! 1 Sam. iii. 10; 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Matt, xxiii. 87; Simon, 
Simon! Lu. xxii. 81), admonishes Saul to re¬ 
flect, I. On the perverseness of his heart. “This 
loud and emphatic mention of his name, was, 
perhaps, intended to give a distinct impression 
to Saul of Tarsus, who was a Benjamite as well 
as Saul, the son of Kish, of his resemblance in 
nature and character to the rejected king of 
IaraeL For as the latter went forth, impelled by 
the evil spirit, in order to seize and slay Israel’s 
anointed one, so the former, overflowing with a 
deadly zeaL proceeded on his way with his reti¬ 
nue, in order to persecute Christ, the Anointed 
One, in his members, and to consign these to 
death.” (Baumgarten). II. On the Lord’s gracious 
purpose with respect to himself. “Saul” signi¬ 
fies: “Asked for (of God).” Now Jesus here 
redemands Saul, as one that had been asked of 
God, and was His property, so that the words 
are applicable: “He shall have the Btrong as a 
prey” [IsaL liii. 12, Germ, version.].— Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me ?—Jesus is 
far above all the heavens, but his feet are on the 
earth; the head is in heaven, the body on earth. 
Now when Saul struck and trod on the feet, the 
head exclaimed: Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me? (Augustine).—Thus God seizes Saul 
in his sins, and charges him with having shed 
the blood of His Christians, insomuch that it 
would not have been strange if Saul had fallen 
down dead on the spot; for the man will find 
little consolation whose heart and mind suddenly 
and with affright become conscious of the guilt 
of having persecuted God. (Luther).— Saul - - 
me?—Said persecuted Jesus, and Jesus perse¬ 
cuted him. Saul persecuted Jesus in madness, 
and sought to extirpate His name, His word, and 
His church; Jesus persecuted him in grace, and 
called to him: Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me? He seemed to say: What have I done unto 
thee? How have I injured thee, that thou so re¬ 
lentlessly persecutest and afflictest me in my 
members? Behold, how easily I could destroy 


thee, and, with a single thunderbolt, cast thee into 
hell! But I will not recompense thee according 
to thy desert. I, whom thou hast hitherto hated, 
have loved thee, too, from eternity; I have shed 
my blood even for thee, although thou hast 
thirsted for the blood of my saints.—The apostle’s 
own language is: “lam apprehended of Christ 
Jesus.” (Phil. iii. 12); [/care?.# 0 #J 7 v, caught and 
seized in the course, (Wiesinger); held fast 
(Schenkel); laid hold of. (Robinson).—Tn.1. 
When I least of all thought of it—he says—and, 
like a madman, was hastening to hell, my most 
precious Redeemer seized me, and plucked me as 
a brand out of the fire. [Zech. iii. 2]. “ Howbeit, 
for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first 
Jesus Christ might show forth all longsuffering, 
for a pattern to them which should hereafter be¬ 
lieve on him to life everlasting.” 1 Tim. i. 16. 
(Scriver).—With what terror Saul must have 
heard the words pronounced: Why persecutest 
thou me?! He had, in his whole course, in¬ 
tended to promote the honor of Jehovah, and 
may have expected to receive the approbation of 
heaven. But,-behold, his works are pronounced 
accursed, and his zeal for God is termed a perse¬ 
cution of Jehovah. And this is the sentence of 
the Lord himself, whose voice from heaven re¬ 
veals to Saul that He speaks. (Leonh. and Sp.). 

Vbb. 6 . Who art thou. Lord? —When Saul 
asks this question, he takes a step forward; he 
inquires after God. He submitted to the dis¬ 
pensation which hedged up his way with thorns 
f Hos. ii. 6 ], and, at least, offered no resistance. 
Many of you have reached the same point in 
your inner life. The piercing tones of this call 
have reached you also. They awaken you in the 
morning, and disturb you in the evening; they 
attend you on your journeys, and imbitter your 
dreams. You feel a sting within you, from, 
which you cannot escape; your whole life is 
pervaded by a deep sense of distress, which you 
cannot yourselves explain. You have an indis¬ 
tinct consciousness that our salvation depends in 
a certain mysterious manner on Christ, but you 
feel that you are still separated from this 
Saviour.—Ask, I beseech you, ask, at least: 
‘Who art thou, Lord?* Ask in prayer, search 
the Scriptures, and the Lord will reveal himself 
to you. (Jaspis).— I am Jesus, whom thou 
persecutest. —A light here dawned on Saul 
that terrified him; he learned, I. With respect 
to the Lord Jesus: (a) that he lives, and is ex¬ 
alted in heaven; (o) that he dwells with his 
people on earth, and regards their sufferings as 
his ovn. II. With respect to himself: (a) that 
he had, in his sinful delusion, striven with God; 

( b ) that he had, for that reason, labored in vain. 
— Saul - - - persecutest. —The law and the 
Gospel are combined in this address of the Lord; 
I. In the question: “Why persecutest thou me?” 
the law is proclaimed, convincing Saul of- his 
sin. II. In the declaration: “lam Jesus,” the 
Gospel is proclaimed, in so far as the Lord 
therein reveals and offers himself to Soul, as the 
Redeemer of the world, and, consequently, also 
as his own Redeemer.— I am Jesus. —We can 
partially understand how precious this name of 
Jesus was to the converted Saul through his 
whole life, if we, too, have ever been conscious 
in our experience of an hour in which the heart 
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was so moved by tbe words: “I am Jesus,” that 
we saw both that our sin abounded, and also 
that His grace did much more abound. (Besser). 
—It in hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks. — [For Exrq. see below, ch. xxvi. 12- 
14 .—:Tr.]. Did the Lord then compel him to re¬ 
tire from the course on which he nad entered? 
By no means; for almighty grace does not take 
hold of us in opposition to our will, but it is pre¬ 
cisely our will that takes hold of grace, bo that 
we joyfully and unconditionally submit to it, 
having now distinctly seen the way of salvation. 
(Palmer).— It is hard, etc.—Thes£ words warn 
men not to resist the power which rules the 
world: I. The manner in which the warning was 
given to Saul; by means of an external, mirac¬ 
ulous occurrence, it is true, but at the same time, 
not without deep internal impressions which 
directed him to the way of truth. II. The pur¬ 
port and intention of the warning; not that he 
should yield to an external, compulsory power, 
in opposition to his convictions, but, first, that 
he should become convinced of the folly of sup¬ 
posing that God designed to bestow salvation 
solely on the people of Israel, and not on all, 
and should no longer be controlled by such 
a prejudice; secondly, that he should not re¬ 
sist the impulse to diffuse among others the 
light which had dawned on him, that is, should 
obey his vocation to be the apostle of the Gen¬ 
tiles. (Schleierm.).— It U hard for thee.— 
V(ho may place his naked feet on burning coals, 
or attempt to break the diamond with a blow of 
his hand ? These words, however, do not merely 
describe the fruitlessness of any human effort to 
repel the goad of divine wrath, but also exhibit 
all the riches of divine mercy and grace; for it 
is, in truth, very difficult to extinguish the burn¬ 
ing coals of God’s love to his enemies, by adopt- 
ing the resolution: 44 1 .will not be converted.” 
(Besser). 

Vbr. 6. And he trembling and astonish¬ 
ed, said. —The terror which filled the soul of 
Paul at this moment, tarnished him also, in a 
brief period, with that experience which the 
other disciples acquired during the several years 
of their continuance with Jesus in his tempta¬ 
tions. [Lu. xxii. 281. (Rieger).—The roaring 
lion is now converted into a patient lamb; the 
breathing out of threatenings has given place 
to trembling and astonishment. Saul is now 
changed into Paul , that is, little [fraiAof, (not 
found, in this sense, in the N. T.), equivalent to 
iravpoc, email, inconsiderable. (Passow).—T r.], and 
must confess: 44 0 Lord, tnou hast persuaded 

Germ, version; see Robinson’s Gesenius, p. 

75, Piel. 1.— Tr.] me, and I was persuaded; 
thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed.” 
Jerem. xx. 7. His trembling and astonishment 
were signs of contrition ana penitence, but the 
birth of faith also ocourred amid these legal ter¬ 
rors, for he immediately terms that Jesus whom 
he had persecuted, his 44 Lord,” whose will should 
henceforth control his life. (Leonh. and Sp.).— 
The Christian’* two vital question*: they refer, I. 
To the knowledge of God: 41 Who art thou, 
Lord ?”; IL To his will: 44 Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do ?” (ver. 61.—Go into the oity 
and it shall be told tnee, etc.—Paul received 
his apostolical dignity and the neoessary qualifica¬ 


tions afterwards, from the Lord himself, but it 
was ordered that he should become a Christian 
in the ordinary way, i. «., by the ministry of 
others. (Rieger).—Although God Bpeaks with 
Paul from heaven, he is not willing to abolish 
the ministerial office, nor adopt an unusual course 
in favor of any one; he directs all to the pulpit 
or the pastor in the town: they are told to hear 
and learn there all that is to be learned. The 
Lord our God will employ special and singular 
means in no case, but bestows his baptism and 
Gospel on the whole world, on the one as well as 
on the other. (Luther). 

Ver. 7. And the men which journeyed 
with him. —It was so ordered that Saul's asso¬ 
ciates in sin, should be the witnesses of his 
change; it was fitting that the conversion of a 
man, whose excessive enmity against Christ had 
gleamed far and wide like a burning torch, should 
occur, not in a retired chamber, but in public, 
in the presence of many witnesses. (Leonh. and 
Sp.).— Stood speeohlesa. —Behold the effect 
of the Gospel! All hear it, but few understand 
it with their heart. (Starke).— The conversion of 
Pauly a mirror in which every converted heart may 
be seen: it reveals, I. The seal and great aim of 
the natural heart, but also the Lord's voice: 
14 Why persecutest thou me?” II. The question 
of the defiant heart: “Who art thou?” but also 
the Lord’s reply: 44 1 am Jesus, whom thou per¬ 
secutest.” III. The question of the humbled 
heart: 44 What wilt thou have me to do?” but 
also the Lord’s reply: 44 Repent, and believe in 
in me.” (Florey). 

Vxr. 8. And Saul arose from the earth. 

—A genuine conversion implies not only distress 
of mind and good resolutions, but also active 
obedience. (Starke).— He saw no man: but 
they led him by the hand. —All the features 
of the external miracle are images of those 
which the conversion of his heart exhibit. This 
man, who attempted to guide all others, before 
God cast him to the ground, now needs a guide 
himself. Others lead him like a child; his natu¬ 
ral strength is gone, and he willingly submits to 
their guidance. The false light in bis soul is 
extinguished, and, in the darkness which envelope 
him, he ardently* longs to see the true light 
(Gerlach).— And brought him into Damas¬ 
cus. —He bad not expected to enter the chy in 
this manner. He had intended to bind the 
Christians, and then lead them forth out of Da¬ 
mascus, but now the Lord leads him as one bound, 
into the city. (Starke). 

Vbr. 9. And he was three days without 
sight. —This blindness was intended to prove a 
blessing, by aiding him in surveying in his soul 
with deep attention that Saviour who had re¬ 
vealed himself, and in acquiring a spiritual 
knowledge of him. Jesus was revealed in glory 
in his heart, and hence he was not allowed to see 
the men and the vain objects around him. (Ap 
Past.).—We must become hungry, before we ere 
satisfied with food; and blind before we can see. 
(Starke).—These three days were a blessed pe¬ 
riod, well suited for collecting the thoughts. We 
often devote days and weekB to our preparations 
for a journey to medicinal springs, or for a visit 
to our friends, and neglect the duties which our 
office or household imposes. But who has at 
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any time devoted three successive days to self- 
examination and to the healing of the soul ? ^Rie¬ 
ger}.—The eunuch, the keeper of the prison, 
Cornelius, etc., were not subjected to such a long 
delay. But God deemed it wise to wait in the 
ease of Paul, in order to deliver him effectually 
from his pharisaical pride and his deep-rooted 
hatred of the cross of Christ. (Ap. Past.).—Du¬ 
ring these three days Paul wrestled with God 
like Jacob; he has himself described that strug¬ 
gle in Rom. vii. 7-25. (Leonh. and Sp.).— The 
inner many buried during three days: I. Old things 
pass away [2 Cor. v. 17] entirely during this 
period: the old light is extinguished; the old 
enjoyments no longer satisfy; the old vigor is im¬ 
paired; the old friends have disappeared. IL 
All things are peacefully becoming new: a new 
light is enkindled in the soul; a new salvation 
begins to dawn; a new vocation infuses new 
strength; new friends are at hand. 

Via. 10. And there was a certain disoi- 
ple - - named Ananias. —Saul was only ap¬ 
parently forgotten during the three days of his 
blindness. The faithful shepherd does not for 
one moment neglect the sheep that is found again, 
but has already provided abundantly for its 
wants. Even after this truly miraculous con¬ 
version of Saul, he is directed by the Lord to 
proceed in the ordinary path of the means of 
grace, in accordance with the appointed order of 
salvation. — Ananias was not a distinguished 
teacher, but simply “a disciple.” The blessing 
which attends the pastoral office does not depend 
on the brilliant talents and the high rank, but 
only on the fidelity, of the servant. [1 Cor. iv. 
2]. The selection of Ananias, was, moreover, 
wisely made, in reference to Saul. It was in¬ 
tended that the learned Pharisee [ch. xxii. 3; 
xxiii. 6 ; xxvi. 6 ] should be humbled by receiving 
an unlearned Christian as his teacher. If Peter 
or any other eminent apostle had been sent to 
him, he might have, on the one band, become 
proud, and, on the other, have seemed to depend 
on human authority. (Ap. Past.). [See above, 
Doctr. and Eth. No. 3.] 

Vie. 11. Go into the street which is 
called Straight. — Go ! the brief but expressive 
word of the Lord in addressing his servants: I. 
It demands implicit obedience; II. It puts the 
doubts of a weak faith to shame; III. It con¬ 
tains a promise of the Lord's aid and blessing. 
(Comp. ver. 15).— The atreet which is called 
Straight. —God is well acquainted with every 
street, every nook, every obscure spot; he knows 
all that occurs in them, all the occupants, yea, 
all their thoughts. (Starke). — Behold, he 
pcayeth : a very beautiful saying respecting a con¬ 
verted sinner. I. It is descriptive of the state of 
bit heart; (a) he prays—then he do longer blas¬ 
phemes Jesus, but, as an humble supplicant, en¬ 
treats the Lord whom he had previously perse¬ 
cuted; [b) he prays—then he is no longer a per¬ 
secutor of the Christians, but has cast away the 
sword, and folds his unarmed hands in peace. 
H. It attracts loving hearts to him; (a) the 
Lord himself looks down with love from “the 
high and holy place ” [Isai. lvi. 16] on the con¬ 
trite heart, that humbly addresses him in prayer; 
lb) it becomes the duty of the Church of the 
Lord to approach him with tender pity, and no 


longer consider him as a dangerous and lost 
man, of whom it is once said, Behold, he prayeth! 

Ver. 12. And hath seen in a vision a 
man. —Why does the Lord adopt so many ex¬ 
traordinary means in the case of Saul, namely, vi¬ 
sions and direct revelations? I. On account of 
his future apostolic office, that he might be 
able to say: “I have received of the Lord, etc.” 
[1 Cor. xi. 23]. II. On account of his previous 
Pharisaical mode of thought, that he might un¬ 
derstand that grace is not produced by man's 
own powers of reason, or by carnal learning.— 
Hath seen s man - - coming in, and put¬ 
ting his hand on him. —It seems then that 
the ordinary means of grace continued to be of 
primary importance. Even when the individual’s 
experience is of a peculiar nature, it is always 
necessary that he should be directed to the word 
and the ministry, Christ himself says to the ten 
lepers who were miraculously healed: Go shew 
yourselves unto the priests. [Lu. xvii. 14]. (Ap. 
Past.). 

Ver. 18, 14. Ananias answered, etc.—His 
hesitation arose partly from human infirmity, 
from which even saints are not free, and partly 
from a laudable caution; for we should not 
trust that which professes to be an extraor¬ 
dinary revelation, without proving it (From 
Starke). 

Ver. 15. Go thy way: for he is a ohosen 
vessel unto me.—Go, (comp. ver. 11.)— He is, 
etc.—The mystery of the divine election of grace 
was publicly magnified by the preaching of the 
apostle Paul; for he is himself a glorious illus¬ 
tration of the power of free grace in the hearts 
of lost sinners. (Besser).— The words: He Is, 
etc., a glorious description of the evangelical minis¬ 
try: I. The divine authority by which it is sus¬ 
tained: “He is a chosen vessel unto me”; II. 
The heavenly blessing which it confers: “To 
bear my name:” III. The wide sphere of action 

assigned to it: “Before the Gentiles-Israel.” 

(The external or internal position of no man is 
so exalted, or so lowly, that the ministry has not 
received a message for him).— He is, etc.—Be¬ 
hold the wonderful power of divine grace! It 
converts the ravening wolf, first of all, into a 
peaceful lamb, and then even into a faithful shep¬ 
herd. It first breaks off the point of the perse¬ 
cutor’s menacing spear, and then converts the 
latter into tjie shepherd’s protecting crook. 

Ver. 16. I will shew him how great 
things he must suffer. —Ananias iB merely the 
messenger; the Lord himself will do the rest. 
The former proclaims the grace of God to Saul; 
Jesus will qualify him for his office, and show 
him the way wherein he should go. He will, 
moreover, reveal to Saul the purpose of the suf¬ 
ferings which await him, and will fill his heart 
with the courage of faith, and with joy. (Ap. 
Past.).— How great things he must suffer.— 
The more abundantly God grants his grace to a 
soul, the greater are the afflictions which he 
sends. (Starke). 

Ver. 17. Ananias went - - - and putting 
his hands on him, said.— How well it is when 
a teacher follows the directions of the Lord with 
simplicity of heart! Ananias finds all, even 
as the Lord has said—the house indicated to him 
—Saul, to whom he was sent— the work assigned 
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to him—the result which was promised. (From 
Ap. Past.).—Brother Saul, etc.— The address of 
Ananias, a model of pastoral wisdom: “Brother”; 
behold the gentleness of love with whidh a 
bruised heart should be approached. “The 
Lord—hath sent me;” behold how he points 
heavenward, whence alone the salvation and help 
of the penitent sinner can come. “That [who] 
appeared unto thee”; behold the cheering refer¬ 
ence to the beginning of the work of grace which 
had already been made. “In the way as thou 
earnest”; a gentle reference to his former sinful 
way. “That thou mightest receive thy sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Ghost”; a consolatory 
statement of the glorious purpose of God's gra¬ 
cious work. 

Via. 18. And immediately there fell from 
hie eyee as it had been scales. —Many souls 
that wander from one celebrated pulpit orator to 
another, in order to obtain an assurance of sal¬ 
vation, would have often come to the light by 
resorting to a devout layifian. (Williger).—The 
sinner is enlightened when^he scales of nis own 
vain imagination are taken away from his mind 
by the Holy Spirit, through the word and prayer, 
and when the light of heaven streams into his 
soul. (Starkel.—What progress a soul oan make 
in a few brier days, if it is willing to obey grace 
implicitly! (Ap. Past.).— Arose, and was bap¬ 
tised, etc.—The restoration of Saul's sight was 
not the main purpose for which Ananias oame; 
it was merely the forerunner or earnest of that 
salvation which was to be imparted to him through 
Baptism. (Leonh. and Sp.).—Ananias rightly 
regarded any instructions and any preparations 
for the baptism as superfluous. [See Doctb. and 
Eth. above, No. 6 . ult.]. Such a provision for 
the proper understanding of baptism in the name 
of Jesus had here been made, as had never yet 
been known, and never can be repeated. (Baum- 
garten). 

Ver. 19. Then was Saul oertain days 
with the disciples whioh were at Damas¬ 
cus. —Like views and feelings are a bond of 
union. After Paul had been ingrafted in Je¬ 
sus by baptism, he was also ingrafted in the 
communion of the members of the church; the 
immediate purpose of this process was, that his 
new life might be invigorated, and that be might 
be recompensed for having lost the friendship of 
the world; but it was the ultimate purpose that 
he might communicate to others, and labor in¬ 
dependently in strengthening the church and 
spreading the Gospel. 

On the whole section, (ver. l-19a.).—(See 
Couard : Predigten y etc. [Sermons on the conver¬ 
sion of the apostle Paul.] Berlin. 1838.). Saul is 
changed into Paul: I. Saul’s last journey; II. The 
crisis in his history; III. The beginning of Paul. 
(Ahlfeld).— Jesus glorified by the conversion of Paul: 
in so far as He reveals, I. His patience; II. His 
mercy; III. His power; IV. His wisdom.. 
(Knapp).— Thf grace of Christ which calls the sin¬ 
ner, glorified in the conversion of Paul —“a pattern 
to them which should hereafter believe on him to 
life everlasting” [1 Tim. i. 161: I. Who was 
called? II. How was he called? III. How did he re¬ 
ceive the call? (W. Hofacker).— The conversion of 
Saul, a miracle: in view, I. Of the character of 
the man; II. Of the circumstances attending it; 


III. Of the impressions which it made. (Lisco).— 
The instructions furnished by the conversion of the 
apostle Paul: I. By the fact itself; (a) it illus¬ 
trates the depth of divine wisdom in calling men 
to the faith, and ( 6 ) the greatness and omnipo¬ 
tence of divine mercy. II. By the deportment of 
the apostle; (a) when he asks: “Who art thou. 
Lord?” and receives the answer; ( 6 ) when he 
asks: “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
and receives the answer. (Lisco).— Doubts re¬ 
specting the conversion of others —first, founded on 
their previous conduct, and on special instances 
of an apparent but false conversion; but, secondly, 
not justified by our faith in the almighty power 
of grace, nor by cases which have furnished in¬ 
dubitable evidences of a genuine change of heart. 
(Lisco).— The salutary lessons which the conversion 
of Paul affords to excellent, but unconverted men. 
(Nitzsch.). —The great miracle of the conversion of 
Paul: I. He who had persecuted Jesus, now 
enters his service; II. He who had not known 
Jesus, becomes his chosen vessel; IIL The learned 
Pharisee now first begins to learn: IV. He loses 
his sight, whose spiritual eyes are opened; V. 
He who is appointed to bear the Lord's name 
[before Gentiles and Jews, ver. 15], is waiting in 
solitude and silence. (Beck: Homilet . J2rp.).— 
The conversion of Paul: I. Saul, the persecutor, 
is suddenly converted; II. Paul, the converted 
man, is exercised in patience, (ib.).— The conver¬ 
sion of Paul —a fulfilment of the words: “ A man’s 
heart deviseth his way: but the Lord directeth 
his steps.” [Prov. xvi. 9]. (Beck: Christl. Re¬ 
den). — Paul, the man who sold dll that he had 
[Matt. xiii. 44]: in his joy on finding the trea¬ 
sure in the field, he sold all that he had, and 
bought that field. What did he abandon for the 
sake of Jesus? I. His circumcision, viewed as a 
claim on God; for he now rejoices in Christ Je¬ 
sus, and has no confidence in the flesh [Phil. iii. 
8 ]; II. His birth as one of the people of Israel, 
or the tribe of Benjamin; he is now born again, 
of water and of the Spirit; IIL His nationality, 
as a Hebrew of the Hebrews; he is now a Chris¬ 
tian, and, consequently, of Abraham's seed, and 
an heir according to the promise; IV. His posi¬ 
tion as a Pharisee; he is now a servant of Jesus 
Christ, called to be an apostle; V. His legal teal, 
with which he persecuted the Churoh; he is now 
a beloved brother, and a partaker of Christ's suf¬ 
ferings [1 Pet. iv. 13]: VI. His righteousness, 
with regard to which he was blameless [PhiL iii. 
6 ]; he now has the righteousness of faith by 
grace; VII. Finally, he yielded up the world to 
the cross of Christ, by whom the world was cru¬ 
cified unto him, and he unto the world. GaL vi. 
14. (Fr. Kapff, Pastor in Wilhelmsdorf: “ Saul, 
Paul”).—The difficulties which the Lord places m 
the way of man's destruction: I. In the Law, He 
threatens him with the curse of hell; II. In the 
Gospel, He draws him by the promise of grace; 
III. In the walk of believers. He exhibits the 
blessedness of faith; IV. In the wonderful ways 
of His Providence, He reveals to him His power 
and goodness; V. In the ministers of the Church, 
He sends to him guides unto life. (Leonh. and Sp.). 
— On Regeneration: I. Its necessity, ver. 1, z; 
even in the case of those who do not, like Saul, 
breathe out threatenings and slaughter; LL Its 
nature, ver. 3-6; the way is prepared for it by 
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the knowledge which we acquire of our own sins, 
and of divine grace; it is completed when an en¬ 
tire change is effected in all our modes of thought, 
in oar feelings, and in our will; III. Its results; 
they are, at first, concealed from the world, ver. 
7 , but are gradually manifested by love to the 
Lord, which extends to his people, ver. 16, by 
joyfulness in sufferings, ver. 16, and by zeal for 
the honor of God and the salvation of the world, 
ver. 20-22. (Lisoo).— The glory of Jesus Christ 
revealed in his victory at Damascus: I. In protect¬ 
ing his friends; II. Subduing his foes.— The great 
dag of Damascus: I. Clouds and storms in the 
morning; II. Burning heat and thunder-storms 
at noon; IIL Serenity and holy peace in the eve¬ 
ning.— The spiritual contest on the battle-field of 
Damascus: I. The mighty foes who there en¬ 
counter each other; the raging Saul with his 
warlike escort, and his weapons of human learn¬ 
ing and carnal zeal; Christ, the Crucified and 
Exalted One, with the marks of his wounds, and 
in his celestial glory, followed by the hosts of 
the angels, in whose presence there is joy over 
one sinner that repenteth. II. The violent strug¬ 
gle which succeeds; Christ assaults, ver. 8 , 4, 
Saul defends himself, ver. 6 . III. The glorious 
victory; Saul and his men yield, Christ tri¬ 
umphs, ver. 6, 7. IV. The rich spoils; “he shall 
have the strong as a prey” [see above, Hom. ver. 
4]. 8 aul is led away as a captive, ver. 8 , not, 
however, to death, but to life, ver. 9 ff. V. The 
joyful Te Deum sung by the Church, ver. 19 ff.— 
The personal experience of the apostle Paul at his con- 
version, the foundation of his whole subsequent preach - 
mg: I. Concerning the power of sin; we are all 
by nature sinners and enemies of God; the law 
can pronounce only a sentence of condemnation; 
our works do not justify us before God. Such 
was his experience in the vicinity of Damascus, 
and during the three days of his blindness; II. 
Concerning the power of grace; it is revealed to 
the world in Christ, the prince of life; it is of¬ 
fered to all without distinction of birth or race. 
Repentance and faith conduct to salvation. All 
these truths were made manifest to him from the 
time in which the light of Josub shone about him, 
and he heard the voice: “I am Jesus!”, until 
Ananias laid his hands on him and conferred bap¬ 
tism.—(On the festival of the Reformation [Oc- 
tob. 81}—on which the pericope, Acts ix. 1-20, 
in the series adopted in Wfirtemberg, is some- ' 
times read as the evening Scripture lesson). Paul | 


and Luther , two chosen vessels of the Lord: I. 
The manner in which he prepared them for his 
service; (a) He selects the appropriate material; 
a Pharisee, for overthrowing Pharisaism— a 
monk, for overthrowing Popery; in each case 
precisely the fitting instrument; ( 6 ) He brings 
them forward at the proper time; it was a criti¬ 
cal time, when that scene occurred near Damas¬ 
cus, but it was also the proper time. And when 
the Lord called forth Luther, the proverb was 
applicable: “When the need is greatest, God is 
nearest”; (c) He forges them in the right fire; 
the fire is the flame of repentance, enkindled by 
the Holy Spirit—the hammer is God’s weighty 
word [Jerem. xxiii. 29]. It was by means of such 
a fire and such a hammer that Paul was made 
the noblest of Damascene blades [allusion to the 
celebrated Damascene sword blades.—Tm.1; the 
same fire and the same hammer were applied to 
Luther in the cell of the monastery of Erfurt. IL 
The manner in which he employed them; (a) in 
subduing His enemies; Paul and Luther were 
both soldiers of the Lord—sharp swords—not 
constituted like John [the Evangelist] and Me- 
lanchthon; ( 6 ) in defending his friends; the pas¬ 
toral fidelity of Paul—the zeal of love in Luther; 
(c) in blessing us all—not that we should depend 
on the name of man, or hazard our all on the 
word of a mere man, but that we should suffer 
ourselves to be guided to Him whose servants and 
chosen vessels were also Paul and Luther.— The 
history of PauVs conversion, a type of the history of 
the Reformation: in both cases, I. Previously to 
each event (a) Christ was persecuted; ( 6 ) believ¬ 
ers were harassed; II. When each event oc¬ 
curred, (a) there was light from heaven; ( 6 ) 
repentance in the heart; III. Thereafter (a) 
evangelical preaching in the Church (ver. 20 ff.) 
( 6 ) evangelical missions in the world. (Paul, the 
apostle of the Gentiles).— [The mission of Ananias ,. 
the disciple of Damascus: I. Its purpose; (a) its 
special purpose—to encourage Ananias—to direct 
Saul; ( 6 ) its general purpose—to promote the in*, 
terests of the infant church—to confer a per¬ 
manent blessing on the church. II. His qualifloa 
tions for it: (a) his childlike*faith; [ 6 ) his entire 
consecration to God. III. His moae of accept¬ 
ing it, (a) illustrates the weakness of the flesh; 
( 6 ) and the power of divine grace. IV. Its re¬ 
sults; (a) it gave the inspired apostle Paul to 
the world; ( 6 ) it will eternally glorify God.— 
Tn.] 


D.— SAUL IMMEDIATELY PREACHES JESUS Ilf DAMASCUS, BUT IS COMPELLED BT THE HOSTILE COUHSEL 
Of THE JEWS TO FLEE FROM THE OITT. 

Chapter IX. 196-26. 

196 Then was Saul [But he was} 1 certain [some] days with the disciples which [who] 

20 were at Damascus. *And straightway he preached Christ [proclaimed Jesus]* m the 

21 synagogues, that he [this One] is the Son of God. *But all that heard him were 
amazed, and said; Is not this he that [in Jerusalem] destroyed them which called 

12 
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on this name in Jerusalem [ om . in Jer.], and came hither for that intent, that he 

22 might bring them bound unto the chief priests? *But Saul increased the more 
[more and more] in strength, and confounded the Jews which [who] dwelt at Da- 

23 mascus, proving that this is very Christ [that this One is the Messiah]. * And [But] 

24 after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him: *But their 
laying wait [their plot] was [became] known of [to] Saul. And they watched* the 

25 gates day and night [in order] to kill him. *Then the [his] 4 disciples took him by * 
night, and let him down by [through] the wall in a basket 


* Ver. 10. [6 2ovAot, of turf. nc. and 0. H. ia omitted by A. B.C. 8. Cod. Stn. Vulg. Stt. etc. and recent editors. It vu 
inserted at the commencement of an ecclesiastical Scripture lesson (Meyer; Alf.).—Ta.J 

* Ver. 20. The reading r'ov Iijc-owv [in A. B. C. E. Cod. Sin. Vnlg.], la, for external and internal reasons, decidedly pre¬ 
ferable to r6r Xpurrbv. [This is the riew of recent critics generally.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 24. The Mid. wapcnfo ov yro is for better attested than the Act. wopenjpovi* [of text rec. and 6. H.). The latter 
form was perhaps inserted in G. H. for the reason that the verb, in the sense: to watch, to lie in wait for, generally occurs 
in the active voice. [The Mid. in A. B. C. E. F. Cod. Sin.—r« after wap. In text. rtc. is changed by later editors into cal; 
God. Sin. also exhibits «cou. This is regarded by later critics as the original reading. (Alf.).—Ta.1 

* Ver. 26. dries bach had already recommended, and Lachm. and Tisch. have adopted ot futihrrmX aerov instead of ovrtesi 
§t*0., which latter reading is found in the text. rtc. In accordance with E. Q. H. and some versions. The reading §t*0. ovrov 
occurs in A. C. ¥., [B. has Ka&fj/cav avrfcr], as well as in Cod. Sin., and is, therefore, better attested; it is, besides, the more 
difficult reading [another reason for adopting it], as the circumstance attracted attention that disciples of Saul should be 
mentioned, sines only disciple* in general terms, that is, of Jesus, had hitherto been introduced. Certainly, no copyist 
would have changed a M* into ovrov. so that the latter must be regarded as the genuine reading. f“ ovrov ia obrknialr 
a false reading, as it is not pouible that disciple* of Paul should be introduced here.” (de Wette). Alf. reads si 
*inby; the MSS. here vary considerably, as well as those of the Vnlg. : earn, in the usual printed text, but ^jus in Cod. 
Amiatinns and ed. Sixt.—Ta.] 


EXEOETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 19 (6). —Then was Saul oertain days 
with the disciples - at Damascus. —Several 
periods of time are to be chronologically distin¬ 
guished in ver. 19-25: (a) Jjykgai rivlg, s period 
of undisturbed repose, during which Saul lived 
in retirement, and was strengthened and encou¬ 
raged by his intercourse with the believers in 
Damascus; (6) the period in which he came forth 
from his retirement, after enjoying the fellowship 
of the brethren, and began to preach Jesus in 
the synagogues of the city, ver. 20 ff.; (c) a com¬ 
paratively longer period (ijubpat licaval , ver. 28), 
during which he preached Christ to the Jews 
with increasing power and joyfulness, and pro¬ 
ceeded in hiB teachings to act, as it were, on the 
offensive; (d) the close of this more extended 
period of time, occasioned by the hostile move¬ 
ments of the Jews, who threatened his life, and 
rendered his flight from Damascus necessary, 
ver. 28-26; («) he now came to Jerusalem, ver. 
26.—How is this narrative, which is obviously 
given in a very summary manner, to be chrono¬ 
logically combined with Paul’s own statements 
in his Epistles concerning the same periods of 
his life? He mentions in Gal. i. 17, that he had 
not, immediately after his conversion, proceeded 
to the older apostles in Jerusalem, but that he 
had first gone to Arabia, then returned to Da¬ 
mascus, and only after three years visited Jeru¬ 
salem. When we compare these two accounts, 
we perceive at once that they differ in two par¬ 
ticulars: 1. The journey to Arabia , which oc¬ 
curred during the interval between the conversion 
of Saul and his visit to Jerusalem, is passed over 
in total silence in Acts, ch. ix.—2. Luke speaks of 
days only (tifiipat nvt f, itcapat), whereas the 
apostle himself counts according to years , and, 
indeed, mentions precisely three years. With 
reBpect to this latter point, it should, in the first 
place, be considered that, after the second chap¬ 
ter, Luke does not tarnish a single precise speci¬ 
fication of the time. We might suppose, as far 


as the terms of his narrative are concerned, that 
all that he has hitherto related, had possibly oc¬ 
curred in rapid succession in a very brief period 
of time. Yet the foregoing chapters embrace at 
least four years, or perhaps a still longer period; 
it is, accordingly, quite consistent with this prac¬ 
tice that a term of several years should here, too, 
be described in very brief terms. In the second 
place, the expression ijytpai Uavai , ver. 23, is of 
such a nature, as possibly to comprehend several 
years. 'Ixovdf occurs very frequently, even in 
classic Greek (see Stbph. The*, etc.), in the sense 
of great , much, considerable, and, when combined 
with xp6vo$ or j)\ikpat, in that of a considerable 
time. The usage in the Hebrew is analogous: 
we find, for instance, a certain period described 

in 1 Kings ii. 88, which embraces 

[“many days”] while, immediately afterwards, 
ver. 89, the same period is said to have con¬ 
sisted of s?V rp° • [“ (at the end 

of) three years.”]. Hence, the usage of Luke' 
in reference to chronologioal specifications in 
general, and also the particular expression in 
ver. 23, allow us to assume that several years 
are here comprised.—Still, the other difficulty 
remains, vis., that Luke makes no mention what¬ 
ever of Saul’s sojourn in Arabia. The question 
assumes the following form: Can any niche be 
found in the whole passage, ver. 19-26, in which 
that journey, which Paul himself mentions, can 
be inserted? Pearson [Annales Paulini , etc., 
transl. into Engl, by Williams, 1826 .—Tb.], 
places it before the ijfilpai Ttvfy mentioned in 
ver. 19, but Heinrichs and Ewald immediately 
after them and before ver. 20; neither arrange¬ 
ment is in harmony with the context, that is, 
with the facts here stated, and the terms that 
are employed, especially the word Ols- 

h&usen and Ebrard place it between ver. 25 and 
26; but this arrangement does not commend 
itself, when we consider how improbable it is 
that Saul’s return to Damascus (which fact Is 
positively stated in GaL i. 17) should have oc- 
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currcd after his flight from that city. W© are 
hence constrained (with Neander, Meyer and 
others) to assign the Arabian journey to that 
“considerable period of time” indicated in ver. 
22 IT., in the following manner:—Soon after Saul 
had presented himself in the synagogues of Da¬ 
mascus, ho departed to Arabia; it was after his 
return to the city that he preached to the Jews 
with increased strength, ver. 22; this course 
awakened hostile sentiments and led them to 
form plans for taking his life; hence, he fled, 
and, (soon afterwards) went to Jerusalem. [For 
Arabia, “a term of vague and uncertain import,” 
see Congb. and Howson's Life , £c. of St. Paul , I. 
104 f. London, 1854; “ the three gears, according 
to the Jewish way of reckoning, may have been 
three entire years, or only one year with parts of 
two others.” ib. p. 108.—Tn.].—Both accounts 
may be reconciled in this manner, and yet the 
impression may remain on our minds that Luke 
had probably no knowledge of Saul’s visit to 
Arabia, and had, in general, not obtained full 
information respecting the events which oc¬ 
curred between his conversion and his visit to Je¬ 
rusalem—perhaps, too, he had not become ac¬ 
quainted with the precise length of that interval. 
[These remarks may, possibly, be misunderstood 
unless we assume that the author simply means 
to enunciate the principle that inspiration is not 
equivalent to omniscience.—Tn.] 

Via. 20-22.— And straightway he 
preached Christ in the aynagoguea.— The 
work of Saul, as described in these verses, is not 
to be considered as constituting the commence¬ 
ment of his peculiar apostolical labors; he simply 
delivers his testimony concerning the Redeemer, 
being impelled by his own heart, which oannot 
but declare the things which it believes. For we 
cannot discover a single trace of any direct com¬ 
mand or of a mission received from God for that 
purpose; the language of Luke in ver. 20, iirfpwjoe 
rbv 'IiTtrorv, on the contrary, Fully conforms to that 
which he had employed in ch. viii. 5. The vo¬ 
luntary action of an “evangelist,” not the mis¬ 
sion of an apostle, is here described. This view, 
besides, accords with Paul’s own expressions in 
. Gal u 17, where he appears to represent all that 
had been done previously to his return to Damas¬ 
cus, as not having been, strictly speaking, apos- 
tolical action.—Tne difference between the two 
statements in ver. 20 and 22, respectively, is also 
worthy of observation. In the former, Saul pro¬ 
claims that Jesus is the Son of God; in the latter, 
he furnishes the proof that Jesus is the Messiah. 
[“PeryCAraf, in Greek simply the Christ” (Alex.). 
—Te.]. The predicates v&c tov Beov and Xpicrrd^, 
are not identical, for it cannot be demonstrated 
that the conceptions respectively connected with 
them are precisely the same. It is true that the 
conception expressed by vibe r. d. includes that 
of the Messiah, but the former name is by no 
means to be considered as having no additional 
and deeper import. These words, vl . r. d., on 
the contrary, refer preSminently to personal gran¬ 
deur, while- Xp. refers, (if we may so express our¬ 
selves) to official dignity; in the former, relation¬ 
ship to God, in the latter,* the Messianic work, is 
the main thought. The change in the form and 


manner of Saul’s addresses to the Jews, conforms 
to this distinction. Thus Saul proved (<ny*/fy8d{av, 
ver. 22 [primitively, bringing together ]) that Jesus 
is the Messiah, (that is to say, he brought to¬ 
gether , or, showed the connection). This state¬ 
ment presents with sufficient distinctness the 
method which he adopted: he proved that Jesus 
is the Messiah from the prophecies and their ful¬ 
filment; that is, he proved this truth by demon¬ 
strating the agreement between the Messianic 
predictions and the historical facts in the life of 
Jesus. On the other hand, he proclaimed (iidjpvmre, 
ver. 20) that Jesus is the Son of God, originally 
divine, sharing in the divine glory, and worthy 
of divine honor; that is to say, he did not attempt 
to prove this statement by arguments derived 
from the Old Testament, but simply and directly 
delivered the testimony which was founded on 
his own experience and conviction. The former 
mode of address confused and embarrassed (owi- 
Xwe) his opponents, in so far as they were not 
able to reftite his course of argument, and, never¬ 
theless, were not willing to grant the concluding 
proposition to which it conducted. This result 
was produced not so much by any logical supe¬ 
riority, as rather by a certain moral strength 
which had gradually increased in Saul (uahhov 
hedwafwvro), since he continually received a 
larger measure of confidence and joyfulness in 
his Christian convictions, as well as of the courage 
and zeal of a witness. \“pa\. hvei., was more and 
more strengthened , confirmed, namely, rfi irloret ; 
comp. ch. xvi. 6; Rom. iv. 20.” (de Wette).— 
TrJ ' 

Ver. 28.— The Jewa took counsel to kill 
him. —The testimony which he delivered con¬ 
cerning Jesus, at first created astonishment alone; 
the JewS asked, in their amazement, whether it 
was possible that the same man who had become 
known as the most violent enemy of the Chris¬ 
tians, and whose zeal in persecuting them had led 
him even to Damascus, had now really under¬ 
gone such an entire change as to speax in this 
tone, and even seek to gain followers for Christ, 
ver. 21. This wonder afterwards changed into 
bitterness of feeling and enmity, particularly 
when the Jews were put to silence by the evi¬ 
dences which he ftirnished from the Old Testa¬ 
ment, and hence felt humiliated. As they could 
not refute him by sound arguments, their hatred 
became implacable, and they began to devise 
means for removing him from their path, and 
silencing him for ever. 

Ver. 24,26.— But—the disciples took him 
by night. —Saul fqrtunately obtained informa¬ 
tion respecting the plot by which his life was 
threatened. The Jews had, in accordance with 
it, commenced to watch the gates of the city, so 
that he might not escape from their snares (iraper 
rrjp. <W koI). But his disciples [see the text above, 
and note 4.— Tr.], that is, Jews who had been 
converted by his preaching of the Gospel, ena¬ 
bled him to flee. With their aid he escaped from 
the city by means of a wicker basket, being low¬ 
ered from a window that was probably construct¬ 
ed in the wall and belonged to a house which 
was built against the latter. [“Probably where 
some overhanging houses, as is usual in Eastern 
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oities, opened upon the outer country, they let 
him down from a window in a basket. (Aid 
4h/pidoc , 2 Cor. xi. 83, as in the analogous narra¬ 
tives, Josh. ii. 15; 1 Sam. xix. 12; the word tfv/w'f 
is used in the LXX. in both instances).” ( Conyb. 
and Bow ton 1 * Life of Paul, 1. 109 and note 7. 
London 1854 .)-t-Tr.]. This narrative coincides 
in a remarkable manner with Paul’s own state¬ 
ments in 2 Cor. xi. 82, 88. The testimony of 
both passages is the same on four points—that 
his life was threatened—that the gates of the city 
were watched—that he was placed in a basket— 
and that he was lowered through an aperture in 
the wall [did rov rtlxovc, both in Acts ix. 25 and 
in 2 Cor. xi. 88, through , (not by, as in the Engl. 
Vers.) the wall, precisely as, in the latter pas¬ 
sage, did &vpl6oc, through a window.—T&.]; such 
was his mode of escape from the city, according 
to both narratives. They only differ with re¬ 
spect to the person* by whom his life was threat¬ 
ened and the gates were watched. These acts 
are ascribed in 2 Cor. xi. 82 to the ethnarch (pre¬ 
fect) [“governor,” EngL Vers.] whom the Ara¬ 
bian king Aretas had placed over Damascus and 
Syria, while in Acts ix. 28, 24, these are repre¬ 
sented as the acts of the Jews. This difference 
in the statements, may, however, be explained 
without difficulty. The Ethnarch (vicegerent) 
of the Arabian king, who possessed supreme 
power in the city, had undoubtedly no personal 
reasons for assailing Saul, and was induced solely 
l^y the slanderous charges of the Jews to proceed 
against him. If the circumstances were of this 
nature, it follows that Luke really mentions the 
true contrivers or authors of the measures which 
were adopted. But it cannot, on the other hand, 
be supposed that the Jews of Damascus were 
permitted personally to guard the city gates; it 
is far more probable that a military force belong¬ 
ing to the government was ordered to occupy the 
post. Hence, Paul mentions the executive au¬ 
thority with more precision than Luke, although 
the expression of the latter, wagerypowTo sciL ol 
’lovdaioiy is also in harmony with this circum¬ 
stance. [“The Jews furnished the motive, the 
Ethnarch the military force.” ( Conyb. etc. I. 
109 .)—Te.]. The two aocounts, in this manner, 
complete each other, while each one is, obviously, 
altogether independent of the other.—The gene¬ 
ral fact here related does not, as many have sup¬ 
posed, frirnish a trustworthy basis for determining 
a chronological point in the life of the apostle 
Paul. For, concerning this occupation of Da¬ 
mascus by Aretas (whose relations to Herod An- 
tipas and the Roman Empire may be ascertained 
from Josephus, Antiq. xviii. oh. v.,) no other his¬ 
torical accounts whatever are extant, which would 
enable us to fix the time when it occurred. Comp. 
Wiveb: Realwort. II. 217. [art. Poulu #, and an 
artiole by Wieseler, in Hxbsoq ; ReaUBncyk . I. 
488.—Te.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The conversion of Saul was commenced by 
an immediate interposition of the exalted Re¬ 
deemer in the material world, and was completed 
through Ananias as a human instrument, although 
this disciple was guided by a special revelation 
made in a vision; the latter was already a tran¬ 
sition to the channel of natural processes. Hence¬ 
forth the personal and independent action, or the 
labors of Saul, conformed in every respect to the 
ordinary course of events. It was solely the im¬ 
pulse of his own heart—a voluntary, and yet an 
irresistible impulse—to proclaim that Saviour 
who had so graciously and mercifully manifested 
himself to those who knew Him not, that led him 
to speak to the Jews in the synagogues concern¬ 
ing Jesus. 

2. Saul proclaimed Jesu* to the Jews in Da¬ 
mascus ; he not only proved from the Old Testa¬ 
ment that He is the Messiah, but also that He is 
the Son of God. The latter truth had not hitherto 
been publicly announced in the preaching and 
doctrine of the apostles. The invocation of Jesus 
by the believers (hrucaAobpevoi rb bvopa'j undoubt¬ 
edly implies his divine glory and dignity. Still, 
it is an indication that decisive progress has 
been made, when such a truth in reference to 
the Person of Christ is fully and distinctly per¬ 
ceived and expressed. This privilege was granted 
to Saul, but not independently of the peculiar 
mode in which he was converted and called. Je¬ 
sus appeared to him from heaven, as the Exalted 
One, in his divine and supreme power and glory. 
The knowledge of the deity of Christ was thus 
made accessible to him, even in a higher degree 
than to those who had been apostles before him, 
and had long known Jesus in his humiliation. It 
was ordered that a deeper and more thorough 
insight into the true nature of the Person and 
the work of Christ should be gradually acquired, 
even as the whole work of salvation and all the 
revelations of God possess certain features that 
ally them to humanity; they have a growth that 
advances with the progress of time. God has 
reserved unto his own power and wisdom the se¬ 
lection and determination of the points and pe¬ 
riods of time when such advance and growth 
shall oocur, as well as of the agents by whom 
these are to be promoted. Paul himself, even 
after his conversion, was only gradually guided 
into all truth, strengthened in the spirit (pa>^a» 
kvebwapovroy ver. 22), and furnished with a clear 
knowledge of the truth; to this progress all 
his experiences in his life and actions, and, es¬ 
pecially, his labors in proclaiming the truth, 
necessarily contributed. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

See below, (E), ver. 26-80. 
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E.—HE VISITS JERU8ALKM, FROM WHICH CITT ALSO HE WITHDRAWS, IN CONSEQUENCE Of THE PLOTS 

t OF THE JEWS. 


Chapter IX. 2C-80. 

26 And [But] when Saul [he] 1 was come to* Jerusalem, he assayed* [attempted] to 
join [attach] himself to the disciples: but [and] they were all afraid of him, and be- 

27 lieved not [as they did not believe] that he was a disciple. *But Barnabas took him, 
and brought him to the apostles, and declared [narrated] unto them how he had seen 
the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached [spo- 

28 ken] boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. *And he was with them coming in 
and going out 4 [And he went in and out with them for a season] at Jerusalem, [at 

29 Jer. and spake boldly - - - Jesus, (ver. 29)] *And he spake boldly in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, 5 [He spake also] and disputed against the Grecians [with the Hel- 

30 lenists] •: but they went about to slay him. * Which when the brethren knew [ascer¬ 
tained], they brought [conducted] him down to Cesarea, and Bent him forth to Tarsus. 


1 Ver 26. a~ The reading 6 lavkot In some MSS. [G. H.], or 6 UavAet in one MS. [B.] Is spurious. [Omitted in A. B. 0^ 
OodSta. Valg.; “an insertion, as in rer. 19;’' Alford; omitted by him. Lech, and Tiach.—T r.] 

* Ver.‘26. b. The reading tit 'I tp. fin A. B. C. and also Cod. Sin.] is not as strongly supported as Iv [found in B. B. G. 
H.]; the latter is, besides, the more difficult reading, as irapayivtaOeu is usually followed by tit ; hence tv is preferred by 
all the recent critics. [But Alf. reads tit , regarding iv as a corruption, si nee vapaytv6fitvot is “ taken absolutely.” Do 
Wette also prefers tit , as Luke uniformly employs it in conjunction with this verb; bat precisely for this reason Meyer pre¬ 
fers tv, which could hare been more easily changed into tit. than pice versd.—T r,] 

•Ver. 28. c. *Er«tparo [of text rec.) is as well sustained by external evidence[E. G. H.] as the Act. itrtlpaCtv (Lach- 
mann) [found in A. B. Cod. 8in.t bat is less usual than the latter, and is therefore to be considered as genuine, [eweipars, 
Alt. »nd Tiach.—T r.] 

* Ver. 28. The words *ol ixwop. are wanting in two MSS. [G. H.l of the first, and in many of the second rank [minus- 
eules]; they wore probably omitted only on account of the preposition tit which follows, and to which Lnrop. did not seem 
to correspond: but the resiling is supported by Cod. Sin. also, and should be retained [as in Lach., Tlsch. and Alf.].—Eiv is 
sustained by decisive evidence [A. B. C. B. Cod. Sin.], and should (In opposition to Meyer’s view) be preferred to iv, 
which occurs only in one of the older M8S. [H.].—Uappifwt., without xcu before It, is sufficiently attested [teal found in B. 
0. H, but omitted in A. B. C.; Cod. Sin.] ; kol may bave been the more readily Inserted [by copyists] as two of the MSS. 
[G. HJ of three [B. G. H.1 which exhibit it, omit kcu 4kv op. 

* Ver. 29. a. [Luther, Itchier, etc. in their versions, Lach., Tiach., etc., in the original, attach r*ppii<ria&fitroteU). to 
ver. 28, and begin ver. 29 with ’EAoAst.—The text. rec. has immediately before ’EAoAsi the following: row itvpiov ’IiproO, 
with G. H.; ro» *vp. is omitted in C., which exhibits only ’Imrov, while A. B. E.; Cod. Sin.; Syr. Vulg. omit *li)<rov. AIL 
with Lach. and Tlsch., accordingly exhibits only rov m/ptov.—TR.] 

•Ver. 29. b. Instead of'EAXirvurrif, [of test rec.] A., whioh is followed by some ancient Latin versions, exhibits 
*'KAApr«?. There can be no donbt that the latter Is spurious [a later correction from ch. xi. 20 (Meyer; Alf.)]. Tho au- 
thorit^of Cod. Sin. has also boen recently found to sustain 'EAAijrMrrds [which appears in the editions of Lach.,Tlsch. and 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 26. And when Saul was come to 
Jerusalem. This event occurred, according to 
Gal. i. 18, three years after his conversion. The 
narrative before ns, does not, it is true, suggest 
that such a long period had intervened; the fear 
with which the Christians of Jerusalem regarded 
Saul, and the recommendation and intercession 
of Barnabas, which were, in consequence, ren¬ 
dered necessary, rather convey the impression 
that the change which had occurred in the former, 
was of a comparatively recent date, and not one 
that had taken place three years previously. 
Nevertheless, it should be carefully noticed that 
Luke does not say fir) eiddreq, but ^ irtarebovreg 
brt hrri fta&rrrfc. They did not belies* that he 
was a disciple of Christ, a truly converted man; 
they lacked confidence in the purity of his senti¬ 
ments—in the genuineness of his Christianity. 
They may have possibly suspected that his con¬ 
version to Christ was merely a feint, a bait in¬ 
tended to deceive the Christians, and thus more 
easily effect their destruction. It is, besides, 
very probable that such views were held with 
most tenacity precisely in the spot where bis 


earlier inquisitorial efforts had been made, so 
that when he at first presented himself in Jeru¬ 
salem, even after the lapse of years, the believers 
withdrew from his presence with dread, and it 
became difficult for him to attach himself (xoA- 
laa&ai) to the congregation of Christians. 

Ver. 27, 28. a. But Barnabas took him.— 
It is probable that Saul and Barnabas had been 
previously acquainted; such may have been the 
more easily the case, as both were Hellenists, and 
many points of contact existed between Barna¬ 
bas, a native of Cyprus (ch. iv. 86), and Saul, a 
native of Cilicia [ch. xxi. 89], which was not far 
distant [“Cyprus is within a few hours’ sail 
from Cilicia.” (Conyb. and H. Life of Paul. 1. 
118. )—Tr. ]. Barnabas took Saul (iir&a/Mfte- 
vor , not in the sense of took him to himself, but, 
graphically, took him by the hand). [Comp. xvii. 
19, and especially xxiii. 19, rfc avr6v is 

governed by fryaye, as in the analogous oases, xvi. 
19; xviii. 17; Lu. xiv. 4, as brtXapPdveir&at is 
always connected with the Gen. (Meyer).— Tr.]. 
He conducted Saul to the apostles, and related bo 
these the circumstances that had occurred both 
at the time of the appearance of Jesus, by which 
Saul was converted, and also subsequently, 
during the Christian labors of the latter at Da- 
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mascus (flrfif— tide, teal tt&q— hrapfrtjGiaoaTo) [“not 
merely that , but how, u in what manner, etc.” 
(Alex.)—T b.]. Barnabas does not seem so much 
to hays imparted new information, as rather to 
have communicated with authority and precision, 
as a trustworthy voucher, certain facts to the 
apostles, of which they had previously derived 
their knowledge only from remote sources. 

b. Brought him to the apostles. —Paul 
himself states. Gal. i. 18, 19, that his visit to Je¬ 
rusalem referred to Peter, and that he had, on 
that occasion, seen no other apostle except James, 
the Lord’s brother. Now when Luke says: rjyaye 
irpbg rovg airoor6hovc t his language does not neces¬ 
sarily express the whole number of the Twelve, 
and it is uigust to assert (Zeller) that ver. 27, 
28 contradict GaL i. 18, 19. Still, we cannot 
conceal it from ourselves, that Luke does not 
here seem to possess a full knowledge of all the 
details. [But the fact which he states, fully 
agrees with Paul’s remark that he had seen two 
apostle* (plur.); his language can as little sug¬ 
gest a doubt of the fulness of his knowledge, as 
the same general mode of expression, when 
adopted by Paul (who sajs, ch. xiiL 40 that a 
certain passage occurs in the prophets , using the 
plural number), would imply a want of precise 
knowledge on his part. So, too, Luke’s omis¬ 
sion here of all mention of the trance reported by 
him, ch. xxii. 17, and noticed in the following 
note on ver. 80, is no indication that he was un¬ 
acquainted with it.—T r.] 

Vbe. 29. And diaputed against the Gre¬ 
cians [Hellenists.].—[For this word see above, 
vi. 1, o. Exeg., and note 6, appended to the 
text of the present chapter, ver. 29 .—Tb.]. SAul 
very naturally directed his attention at first to 
those Jews who were, on account of their birth 
in heathen countries, more nearly allied to him, 
as it were, than others, since he himself, as a 
native of Tarsus [the capital of Cilicia, in Asia 
Minor], was also a Hellenist. He spoke with 
these men (iXdfci), but as they would not receive 
the witness which he bore concerning Jesus, their 
discourse at once became a debate or controversy 
(ovOTreZv, ch. vi. 9). The result was, that a feel¬ 
ing of hatred was engendered in the JewB, which 
speedily prompted them to devise plans for mur¬ 
dering him. 

Vbr. 80. They brought him down to Ces- 
area. —The Christians are termed brethren 
(ddehpol), for they had now conceived a warm 
affection for Saul, whom they had at first met 
with reserve and fear. It appears from the nar¬ 
rative before us, that they ascertained that Saul’s 
life was threatened, and were hence induced to 
aid him in withdrawing from the city. Paul 
himself relates to the Jews, ch. xxii 17-21, that 
when he was in the temple, Jesus appeared to 
him in a trance, and commanded him to “get 
quickly out of Jerusalem,” as his testimony con¬ 
cerning Jesus would not be willingly received. 
Both accounts perfectly agree, for the fact that 
the Jews in Jerusalem were contriving plans for 
murdering Saul, furnished indubitable evidence 
that they would not receive his testimony. We 
may, besides, easily conceive that Saul would not 
have determined to leave the city in consequence 
of the information which the brethren imparted 


to him, but that he did not hesitate a moment to 
withdraw, after the command which the Lord 
gave him in a vision.—Paul says in Gal. i. 21, 
that he went from Jerusalem to the regions of 
Syria and Cilicia. This statement precisely 
agrees with the passage before us, which names 
Tarsus, the capital of Cilicia, as the point which 
he intended to reach. He is more preeiae in his 
statements than Luke, only in adding that his 
route conducted him through Syria. [The Cesa- 
rea here mentioned is not Ceearea Philippi, Matt, 
xvi. 18, etc., near the sources of the Jonian, but 
Cesarea Stratonis, a seaport on the Mediterra¬ 
nean, mentioned above, ch. viii. 40.—Tb.]. Hence 
Paul did not at once proceed by sea from Cesa¬ 
rea to Tarsus, as the present narrative would 
allow us to conjecture, but either travelled en¬ 
tirely by land, along the coast, after leaving Ces¬ 
area, passing through Phenicia and Syria 
(Meyer), or took ship at Cesarea, the capital, but 
landed at Tyre, Sidon, or some other city on the 
coast, for which the vessel chanced to be bound, 
and from that point traversed Syria by land. 
The latter supposition is the more probable, as 
the Christians accompanied him as far as Cesa¬ 
rea ; this circumstance indicates that he continued 
his journey by water, after reaching that city, for 
if he had proceeded further by land, the nearest 
road would have conducted him through Samaria, 
Galilee, etc.—At this point we lose sight of Saul; 
he reappears in ch. xi. 25. The preceding fact* 
lead us to assume that when he reached his home, 
he did not fail to proclaim t he tidings concerning 
Jesus Christ. [Possibly, (according to Conyb. and 
H. Life of Paul , I. 114), the conversion of his 
“kinsmen” (Rom. xvi. 7, 11, 21), and, specially, 
of his sister, the mother of the nephew mentioned 
in ch. xxiii. 16, may be assigned to this last visit 
which Paul appears to have made to the home of 
his youth.— Tb.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Even at this comparatively late period, Saul 
does not yet announce himself in Jerusalem as 
an apostle , but only desires to be recognized as a 
disciple , and to be received by the brethren in 
that city as a genuine member of the church of 
Christ And the testimony which he delivered 
in Jerusalem concerning Jesus, is, in it* whole 
character, simply the declaration of an ordinary, 
but faithful Christian, whose joy proceeded from 
faith; it is not that of a man who had received a 
commission, or been invested with a special office. 

2. The discussions of Saul and the Hellenists 
in Jerusalem vividly remind us of those which 
Stephen had previously held with the same class 
of people [vi. 9 ff.] ; the latter had likewise as¬ 
sumed a controversial character. It is, besides, 
remarkable, that the same man who had enter¬ 
tained such hostile sentiments with respect to 
Stephen, and had heartily rqjoioedVhen he wit¬ 
nessed his execution (ch. viii. 1), should now 
walk in the footsteps of the latter, and assume 
the same functions which had previously been 
assigned to Stephen. Christ is a King who en¬ 
larges and govern* his kingdom in a wonderful 
manner. 
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HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 20. And straightway he preached, 

etc.—He now appropriated the words to himself: 
“I believe, therefore have I spoken.” [Ps. cxvi. 
10; 2 Cor. iv. 18]. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
is the life and soul of all evangelical preaching. 

Ver. 21. But all that heard him were' 
amazed. —The amazement created by the conversion 
of Sami: I. It exercised a salutary influence on 
the converted man himself, by humbling him, since 
H reminded him of his former evil course. So, 
too, the new convert must always expect to be 
regarded not only with hatred and scorn by his 
former associates in sin, but also with doubt and 
distrust by his new brethren in the faith. But it, 
IL Furnished, at the same time, most honorable 
testimony to the wonderful power of the Lord. 
He turns the hearts of men as the rivers of water 
[Prov. xxi. 1], and the reality of his works of 
grace is not affected either by the doubts of a 
weak faith, or the mockery of unbelief, while the 
wolf is found dwelling in peace with the lamb, 
and the leopard with the kid, etc. [Isai. xi. 6]. 

Vnu 22. Bat Saal increased the more 
in strength. —“ Whosoever hath, to him shall 
be given, and he shall have more abundance.” 
[Mt. xiii. 121. —Our growth in the new life is the 
best reftatation'Of those who doubt the sincerity 
of our conversion.— And confounded the 
Jews. —He now contends, not with carnal, but 
with spiritual weapons.—The opponents of Chris¬ 
tianity are not successfully repelled by ingenuity 
and learning alone; we need, besides, a know¬ 
ledge, derived from experience, of the salvation 
wrought by Christ, so that we can say with Paul: 
“Christ liveth in me.” [Gal. ii. 20]. (From Ap. 
Past.)— Proving that this is very Christ.— 
The Holy Ghost directed Paul in the choice of the 
most appropriate themes—those that were most 
of all needed at that time, and At all times, name* 
ly, that Jesus is the Son of God, (ver. 20), and 
that Jesus is the Christ, (ver. 22), (Ap. Past.). 

Vkb. 28. And after that many days were 
fulfilled. — God has appointed certain times, 
years, places and circumstances, for each of his 
servants- in which he is to learn, to experience, 
and to perform certain things. Happy is he who 
rightly discerns his appointed task, and faith¬ 
fully redeems the time. The lyikpax UavaX at 
length come to an end. (Ap. Past.).— The Jews 
took oounsel to kill him. —Already are the 
Lord's words ftilfilled, that Saul must suffer many 
things for His name’s sake [ver. 16]. Hatred 
and persecution are among the signs of true con¬ 
version. 

Ver. 24. But their laying wait was 
known of SauL —He had previously united 
with the Jews in their evil counsel to slay the 
diseiples of J esus. Hence, when God caused him 
to be informed that the Jews were now seeking 
his own life, he must have been conscious alike 
of a feeling of shame, and of a feeling of blessed* 
ness. (Ap. Past).— They watohed the gates 
day ana night. —The enemies watch day and 
night for the purpose of killing the servant of 
the Lord, but the faithful Keeper of Israel also 
neither slumbers nor sleeps [Ps. cxxi. 4, 5], and 
He guards the life of his servant with even greater 


vigilance. King Aretas had placed his men at 
the disposal of the enemies of Christ, but the 
King of heaven and earth gave his angels charge 
over his elect, that not a hair of his head should 
be touched. (From Leonh. and Sp.). 

Veb. 25.— Let him down - - in a basket. 
—Saul, in whose case the Lord had already per¬ 
formed such great miracles, nevertheless does not 
reject the simple means of a basket which his 
brethren offered for the purpose of effecting his 
escape. We are not permitted to expect extraor¬ 
dinary aid from God, when ordinary means can 
be employed. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 26. And when Saul was come to 
Jerusalem. —We learn from Gal. i. 17, 18, that 
he had previously withdrawn to Arabia, and al¬ 
lowed three years to pass, before he came to Je¬ 
rusalem. This was, no doubt, an important and 
blessed triennium for him, during which he was 
prepared and qualified by God, in silence and re¬ 
tirement, for his future office. Studiosi theologies 
And candidati ministerii may here find an excellent 
example. We could wish that no one would as¬ 
sume the office of the Christian ministry, until he 
had passed such a blessed triennium prseparato - 
rium in the school of the Holy Ghost. (Ap. Past.), 
—They were all afraid of him, and be¬ 
lieved not that he was a disciple. —The 
suspicions of the Christians were pardonable: it 
is not prudent at once to embrace every one who 
professes to be a brother in Christ. Paul met 
with a painful humiliation, but also with a salu¬ 
tary trial, when he was compelled to suffer for 
his former conduct, although three years had 
passed since his repentance and conversion.—It 
was a hard beginning, when he found that, after 
having scarcely escaped from hift enemies, he 
was not received by the disciples. But when he 
thought on his former course, he did not wonder 
that he was regarded with horror, afid when the 
brethren, influenced by a justifiable fear, repelled 
him, he patiently submitted. By this course he 
demonstrated the genuineness of his conversion; 
i for he who had once been so furious and cruel, 
now calmly endures persecution and contempt. 
(Calvin).—It is well when any one is ultimately 
found to be better, than he had at first been sup¬ 
posed to be. (Rieger). 

Ver. 27. But Barnabas took him, etc.— 
The kind and loving act of Barnabas must have 
indeed exhibited him to the sorrowing soul of the 
rejected Paul, as a “son of consolation.” [iv. 36]. 
(Leon, and Sp.).—Thus the Lord always infuses 
his consolations into the bitterest cup of sorrow, 
especially by means of the faithful love of a like- 
minded friend. (Langbein).— And declared 
how he had seen the Lord in the way.— 
Biographies, accounts of the conversion of others 
and of the dealings of divine grace in their case, 
may often instruct, edify and humble us. Still, 
we should always remember that the ways of God 
are manifold, and that the souls of all are not 
conducted in the same path. 

Ver. 28. And he was with them, etc.— He 
is, consequently, now recognized as a brother, 
and the old enmity is forgotten. It is in accord¬ 
ance with the usageof the world, but inconsistent 
with Christian love, when men obstinately hold 
up to view the sins of those whose words and con¬ 
duct prove that they are truly converted, solely 
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for the purpose of veiling a work of grace, and 
causing the name of Christ to be blasphemed. 
(Leonh. and Sp.). 

Ver. 29. Ana disputed against the Gre¬ 
cians [with the Hellenists].—He adopted pre¬ 
cisely the course of Stephen [vi. 9], whose death 
had given him pleasure, but who had now risen 
up in him with augmented power. Such are the 
wonderful ways of God in his kingdom, and his 
gracious acts in dealing with the souls of men. 

Ver. 30. Whieh whan the brethren 
knew, they brought him, etc.—The flight 
and deliverance of the apostle (as on the previous 
oocasion in Damascus, [ver. 25]), furnish a tes¬ 
timony, 1. For Paul himself; he appears to have 
been induced to flee rather by the persuasions of 
the brethren, than by any anxiety on his own ac¬ 
count; II. For the brethren, who could appreciate 
him, and whose faithful love led them to adopt 
measures for his deliverance; III. For the Lord , 
who watched over the life of his servant, and 
was his refuge in Jerusalem as in Damascus, 
in Tarsus as in Cesarea. [See above, Exbg. 
ver. 80.] 

Oh thi wholh section, vkb. 20-80. — The 
teetimony concerning Christ: I. The source from 
which it must proceed—a heart apprehended of 
Christ [Phil. iii. 12], and converted; II. Its sub¬ 
stance : Christ, as the Son of God, and the Sa¬ 
viour of men; III. The effects produced by it: 
amazement, on the one hand—blessed fruits, on 
the other. (Langbein).— The evidences of a genuine 
conversion: I. Joyful confession of Christ, (ver. 
20); II. Willing endurance of the enmity of the 
world, (ver. 28); III. Humble intercourse with 
believers, (ver. 261; IV. A godly walk in the ser¬ 
vice of the Lord, (ver. 28). (Leonh. and Sp.).— 


The dangers of newly converted persons: L The 
hatred and persecution of the world (ver. 28); 

II. Distrust on the part of believers (ver. 26); 

III. The spiritual pride of their own hearts; IV. 
Contempt for the Church and the appointed means 
of graoe. (ib).— The progress of the conversion of 
Paul (ck ix. 7-28): I. The first impression—a 
deep feeling of his spiritual inability (ver. 8); 
II. The first sign of life— 44 behold, he prayeth.” 
(ver. 11); III. His first testimony—“that Christ 
is the Son of God.” (ver. 20); IV. His first ex¬ 
perience—the cross, for Christ’s sake (ver. 231. 
(Jaspis).— The evidences of faith furnished by the 
newly converted Paul: L Joyful confession of 
Christ before men (ver. 20, 22, 28); IL Decided 
growth in the new life (ver. 22); III. Undaunted 
courage amid the persecutions of the world (ver. 
28-26); IV. Humble and patient endurance of 
the distrust of the brethren ( ver. 26).— The first 
essay of arms of a soldier of Christ [2 Tim. ii. 8]: 
it is his duty, I. To take an oath that he will be 
unchangeably faithful to his banner (ver. 20,28); 
II. To exercise himself diligently in the use of 
his weapons (ver. 22); III. To take his position 
in the ranks with modesty (ver. 26, 28); IV. To 
advance against the enemy with courage (ver. 22, 
29); V. To retire obediently at the signal (ver. 
25, 80).— The early years of probation in the ofiies 
of the ministry: I. The first official tasks; II. The 
first official joys; III. The first official sorrows. 
—[The experience of Paul at his first visit to Jeru¬ 
salem after his conversion (ver. 26-80; Gal. L 17- 
19); I. His reception by the Christians; IL The 
conduct of Barnabas; III. His interviews with 
Peter and James; IV. His discussions with the 
Jews; V. Their enmity; VI. The manner of his 
escape from the oity.—Ta.] 


SECTION III. 

DURING PETER’S VISITATION OF THE CONGREGATIONS IN JUDEA, HE IS INDUCED 
BY A SPECIAL REVELATION FROM HEAVEN TO VISIT A GENTILE NAMED CORNE¬ 
LIUS, TO PREACH CHRIST IN HIS HOUSE, AND TO BAPTIZE HIM AND THOSE THAT 
WERE IN HIS HOUSE; THIS ACT OF PETER WAS AT FIRST REGARDED IN JERU¬ 
SALEM WITH DISAPPROBATION, BUT WAS ULTIMATELY, AFTER THE EXPLANA¬ 
TIONS WHICH HE GAVE, VERY GLADLY COMMENDED. 

Chapter IX. 81—XI. 18. 

—WHILE THE CONGREGATIONS IN THE HOLT LAND ENJOY REPOSE, AND CONTINUE TO FLOURISH, PETER 
VI3IT8 THEM. DURINO THIS PERIOD, HE HRAL8 ENEAS IN LTDDA, WHO WAS SICK OF THE PALSY, 
AND, IN JOPPA, RESTORES TABITHA TO LIFE. 

Chapter IX. 81-48. 

:31 Then had the churches [church] 1 rest [peace] throughout all Judea and Galilee and 
Samaria, and were edified [was built up]; ana walking [walked] in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were [and, by the exhortation of the H. 

32 G., was] multiplied. * And [But] it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all 
quarters , [went through all, that] he came down also to the saints which [who] dwelt 

33 at Lydda. *And there he found a certain man named Eneas which had kept his bed 
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[who lay on his bed for] eight years, and was siek of the palsy [who was paralytic]. 

34 *And Peter said unto him, Eneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole [Jesus, the Anoint¬ 
ed One, healeth thee!]: arise, and make thy bed [the bed for thyself]. And he arose 

35 immediately. *And all that dwelt at [the inhabitants of] Lydda and Saron saw him, 

36 and turned [then were converted] to the Lord. *Now [But] there was at Joppa a 
certain [female] disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation [being interpreted] 
is called Dorcas [Gazelle]*: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds [mercy] 

37 which she did [practised]. *And [But] it came to pass in those days, that she was 
sick [sickened], and died: whom when they had washed, they [then they washed her 

38 and] laid her in an upper chamber. *And forasmuch as [But as] Lydda was nigh to 
[lies near] Joppa, and the disciples had \om. had] heard that Peter was there, they, 
sent unto him two men,* desiring him that he would not delay to come to them 4 [and 

89 besought him: Delay not to come to us!]. * Then [But] Peter arose and went with 
them. When he was come, they brought him [conducted him up] into the upper 
chamber: and all the widows stood by [came to] him weeping, and shewing the coats 
and garments *[the under and upper garments] which Dorcas [Gazelle] made, while 

40 she was with them. *But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; 
and turning him [, then turned] to the body [and] said, Tabitha, arise. And she 

41 opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up. *And [But] he gave her his 
hand, and lifted [raised] her up; and when he had called [to] the saints and widows, 

42 he presented her alive. *And it was [became] known throughout all Joppa; and many 

43 believed in the Lord. *And it came to pass, that he tarried many days m Joppa with 
one [a certain] Simon [who was] a tanner. 


1 V«r. 31. *H—cneAjprla—lirXrfSvyrro; this is the reading of A. B. C., and. as it has recently appeared, also of Cod. 
fin. as veil as of many manuscripts of the second rank, of the majority of the Oriental versions, ana also of the Vulgate, 
and of Dionysius of Alex. On the other hand, the plural [text. ree.] f tai—cKjeAiprtcu. (weurai E.) €l\ov - - brhuSvyorro) is 
fosnd in B. O. If. and some other manuscripts. As the latter generally belong to a later period, and as most of the an¬ 
cient versions exhibit the singular, this is far better attested than the plural, and has been preferred by Griesbach, Lach- 
mann, Tischendorf and Bornemann [8tier and Theile, and Alford, with whom de Wette concurs. Meyer had, in earlier edi¬ 
tions, espoused the opposite view, but in the last edition of his Commentary (3d, 1861) unhesitatingly adopts the singular 
m the original reading, and as “ expressive of the apostolical conception of the unity of the Church.” — Tr.J. The plural is 
to be regarded a# an explanation. [The word Unhyoia, in the singular, used for the whole body of Christians, or the 
Church universal, occurs, e.p., in Matth. xvi. 18; Acts xx. 28; 1 Cor. x. 32; xli. 28; Eph. i. 22 .—Tr.] 

* Ver. 36. [The Greek word, Dorcas, which Luke furnishes as the translation of the Aramaean or Syro-Chal. Tabitha. 
is rendered in the margin of the English Bible “ Doe, or. Roe it Is usually applied to the gaselU , the Antelope dorcat of 
liuueusv—The earlier English versions (Wiclif; Tynd.; Cranm.; Geneva; Rheims) all exhibit “Dorcas.”—T r.J 

1 Ver. 38. a. The words Svo dvSpae [of text, rec.j are omitted In G. H. and a number of later [minuscule] mss., as well 
as In several versions and fethere; the words in ver. 39, m r/KOev avroiv. however, imply that the former belong to the 
text. [Retained in the Vulg. and recent critical editions, and confirmed by Cod. 8in. etc.—T r.1 

4 Ver. 38. b. The readings bxrnagc and fiftStr [adopted by Lach. Tlsch. and Alf., and recognised by the Vulg.J occur in 
A. B. IL, and the original text of C., as well as in Cod. Sin.; but G. H. (and C. corrected by a later hand) furnurn ossBo-at 
—«*r»r [ text. ire.1. The alteration in Cod. Bphraemi [C.J is, in particular, a decisive fact, as it shows that the original 
was in the form or the direct style of address. Besides, the Coptic version, while it reproduces the infinitive, retains the 
int person of the pronoun [tyiMvl-ja remnant of the original reading. [‘Oxnjvps— r/fiuv is preferred by de Wette also, 
and, recently, by Meyer (3d. ed. of Commentary), although the latter had previously considered the oratio directa to be a 
gloss. If the infinitive had been tho original form, there could be no motive—Alford says—for correcting It.—The mar¬ 
gin of the Engl. Bible furnishes “begrieved” (Tynd.; Cranm.) as another translation of the original, which is more ac- 
csrstely rendered in the text, delay (Geneva). —Tr.] 


SXCGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ykr. 81. Then had the churches rest 
[the church peace].—This section prepares the 
way for the narrative of the conversion of Cor¬ 
nelius, which event constituted an epoch in the 
history of missions among pagans; the gradual 
approach of Peter to the vicinity of Cesarea is 
distinctly described. The connection with the 
hots previously related, is indicated by obv, but, 
probably, not in the sense that the peace of the 
church was directly connected with the conver¬ 
sion of Saul, its former persecutor, as the imme¬ 
diate result Luke rather intends to resume the 
thread of the history- by means of obv , which 
word he also elsewhere employs for a similar 
pnrpoee (viii. 4; xi. 19), when the course of the 
narrative had been interrupted by an interme¬ 
diate remark or a somewhat extended episode.— 
He describes, in ver. 81, the state of the Chris¬ 
tian church as one of external peace ( eipfivq ) and 


of internal growth in godliness, after the perse¬ 
cution which commenced with Stephen’s martyr¬ 
dom had gradually abated, and, at length, en¬ 
tirely ceased. Here he names three provinces 
of Palestine, Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, as 
those in which Christian congregations existed. 
Several had been founded in Samaria, according 
to ch. viii. 12, 26, but none that existed in Judea, 
with the exception of the holy city itself, had 
hitherto been expressly mentioned. Still, wo 
can easily conceive that Christian congregations 
had been formed in various villages aud cities of 
Judea, as well as in Galilee, which latter province 
had, indeed, been the ohief scene of the labors of 
Jesus, and was the home of the greater part of 
the apostles and disciples. If Samaria [the in¬ 
termediate province]' is mentioned in the last 
place, the cause is to be found in the religious 
separation of the Samaritans from the people of 
Israel.—In accordance with the established um 
loquendi in general, and the practice of Luke, in 
particular (comp. oh. vi. 1,7), the verb iirAf&Overc 
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©an be taken in no other sense than (as Bengel; 
also says) that of multtplicari, augescere numero , 
and not in that of repleri aliqua re. For similar 
reasons irapd^jjaic cannot well signify comfort 
[consolation (Vulg.; de Wette)], but rather 
means exhortation, admonition, encouragement. 
[OtKodo^ovfikvrj, growing in the inner religious 
life; this explanation best agrees with the Pau¬ 
line usage of the word, e. g., 1 Cor. xiv. 4, (de 
Wette; Alford).—T r.] 

Vkr. 82. As Peter passed throughout 
all quarters [went through all].—This dUp- 
Xeo&ai (literally, a journey through different 
inhabited places) was an apostolic visitation, for 
the purpose of inspection. The statements 
which follow show that dyluv is to be supplied 
aQer did ndvruv [“not r&truv; comp. ch. xx. 25; 
Rom. xv. 28” (de Wette), and also 2 Cor, L 16, bt* 
luuv. —Tr.]. In the course of Peter’s journey to 
the west coast, he reached Lydda, a town not 
far distant from the Mediterranean, described 
by Josephus ( Antiq . xx. 6. 2) as irdXeoc rb 
p*yzdo$ ovk birodiovaa; it lay, according to ver. 
88, in the vicinity of the city of Joppa [“just 
one day’s journey from Jerusalem.” (Alford). 
It is probably the Lod of the children of Benja¬ 
min, 1 Chron. viii. 12; Ezra ii. 88; Neh. xi. 85; 
at a later period it was called Diospolis. (von 
Raumer).—T r.1 

Ver. 33-83. Bneas. —No oiroumstance is men¬ 
tioned which indicates that he was a Christian; 
the expressions evpe and bvdpvrrdv rcva rather 
represent him as a stranger; his Greek name 
leads us to conjecture that he was of Hellenistic 
descent. [His name, Aivla?, which is also found 
in Thuc. 4. 119; Xen. Anab. 4. 7. 18: Pind. 01. 
6. 149, is not identical with that of the Trojan 
Alvelac (Meyer), e. g., II. II. 820; V. 166; the 
former is accented by English speakers on the 
first, the latter on the second syllable.— Tr.]. 
When Peter says to this man, whose paralyzed 
limbs had confined him to his bed: “Jesus, the 
Anointed One, healeth thee,” the mention of the 
Redeemer’s name no doubt implies that the man 
had obtained a certain amount of knowledge of 
Him by report ( U audierat de Christo sine dubio , 
sanante omnts Ulo tempore .” Bengel), but* by no 
means shows that he was already a member of 
the church of Christ. This mode of describing 
the Lord would not have been employed in the* 
case of a believer. The word idrai itself is to be 
taken strictly in the present, and not in a future 
tense, inasmuoh as the cure was instantly per¬ 
formed ; the man was at once able to arise and 
make his bed. This sudden and miraculous re¬ 
storation of one who had so long been paralyzed, 
but whom the inhabitants of that place and the 
surrounding region now saw in the enjoyment of 
health, led to the conversion of many persons; 
for no argument can here be needed to show that 
Luke does not intend to say that all without ex¬ 
ception were converted.—The name 6 2ap6v does 
not denote a particular place (the modern village 
Saron), as some have supposed, since, in that 
case, the article would not have been prefixed; 
it refers to the well known fertile region of that 
name [Sharon, 1 Chron. xxvii. 29; Isai. xxxiii. 
9; xxxv. 7; lxv 10] which also abounded in 
flowers [Song of Sol. ii. 1]. This plain extends 
along the eoast from Cesarea to Joppa on the 
south. 


Ver. 86. Tabitha.—The Gazelle (Greek, bop- 
k&c, [see above, note 2 appended to the text.— 
Tr.] ) is distinguished for its slender and beauti¬ 
ful form, its graceful movements and its soft but 
brilliant eyes; it is frequently introduced by the 
Hebrews and other Oriental nations as an image 
of female loveliness, and the name was often em¬ 
ployed as a proper name, in the case of females 
[2 Kings xii. 1; 1 Chron. viii. 9. Roe. Hebr. Lex. 
p. 881.— Tr.]. It was the designation of this per¬ 
son, who resided in Joppa, the well known sea¬ 
port of antiquity, of the middle ages, and of 
modern times. [It was somewhat more than 80 
miles distant from Jerusalem; it is mentioned in 
2 Chron. ii. 16; Jonah i. 8 (Joppa); Josh. xix. 
46 (Japho); now called Japna, Jaffa or Yafa. 
A summary of its history is given by vov Ranker: 
Palssstma, p. 204 f.—T r.]. She is, unlike Eneas, at 
once introduced as a Christian, and her charita¬ 
ble disposition, which was demonstrated by many 
benevolent acts performed for others, receives 
special commendation. One illustration, evidently 
taken from real life, is furnished in ver. 89. 
The widows, who weep for the loss of their faith¬ 
ful benefactress, approach Peter, and, in the 
presence of the oorpse of the beloved one, exhibit 
all the upper and under garments (jrrwmf sol 
Ipdria) [“the tunic and robe or gown, which still 
constitute th% oriental costume of both sexes” 
(J. A. Alexander, cgl. foe.], which Tabitha had 
made for them while she lived, thus demonstra¬ 
ting not only the skill of her practiced hand, but 
also her disinterested and self-sacrificing indus¬ 
try. [Hackett, ad loc. well observes: “The omis¬ 
sion of the article [before *iv6vflf] (suggestive of 
a wrong sense as inserted in the English version 
[and by Lechler above]) shows that they pre¬ 
sented specimens only of her industry.” —Tr.). 
This devout female disciple [pa&frrpta, Attic 
paOrfrplc'] is a model for Christian women; al¬ 
though sne does not appear to be endowed with 
extensive property, she is charitable, to the full 
extent of her ability, to the poorest and most 
neglected class of all, to widows; she acquires 
the means by furnishing article^ usually made 
by females, and these she prepares with un¬ 
wearied diligence and self-denial. While charity 
thus prompts her to provide for the needy, she 
proves that she is a faithful disciple of Him who 
himself first showed meroy to her and to all the 
world. 

Ver. 87, 88. She was siok, and died.— 
Tabitha had, without doubt, served Christ for 
years m pauperibus, and exeroised her faith by 
performing works of love. It was during the 
period in which Peter abode in the vioinity (ev 
rale flfdpaic bneivaic), that she became siek and 
died. After the body had been washed and laid 
in a retired upper chamber [Aohmvrtc mase. as 
Luke “speaks in the most general terms and im¬ 
personally: they washed and laid, etc.” Wives: 
Oram. N. T. { 27. 6], the disoiples in Joppa sent 
a message to Peter, who was then in Lydda [dis¬ 
tant about 10 Roman miles], and urged him to 
come to them without delay. All the members 
of the Christian congregation at Joppa (oi paJhrral 
ver. 88) appear to have been deeply moved by 
the loss which they had sustained, and to have 
entertained the wish in their hearts, although 
they did not venture to express it, that, if it were 
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possible, Tabitha might be recalled to life. Thus 
they bear witness to that intimate communion 
which subsists among Christians, by virtue of 
which even one who, viewed externally, seems to 
stand alone in society, may be connected with 
others by eloser ties than those of kindred. 

Via. 39-43. a. Then Peter arose and went. 
—As soon as the apostle, who had made no delay, 
had arrived, the Christians conducted him to that 
upper chamber in which the corpse lay (for ol 
ft sdfrcu must doubtless be taken as the nomina¬ 
tive to avfoayov). Then the widows on whom the 
deceased had conferred such benefits also ap¬ 
proached, so that the two classes of persons with 
whom Tabitha had been connected during her 
Hfo, were now assembled: 1. the Christian con¬ 
gregation, to which she herself belonged, and, 2. 
the widows whose benefactress shoJiad been, and 
who, in part at least, did not belong to the con¬ 
gregation [“saints and widows.”]. But Peter 
directed them all to withdraw, so that he might 
devote himself to prayer in entire seclusion. 
After having offered fervent prayer on his knees, 
he turned towards the body and called to Tabitha, 
saying: “ Arise.” Luke gives a graphic descrip¬ 
tion of the scene: at first she opened her eyes, 
then, on seeing Peter, rose up on the bed, and, at 
length, when Peter had given her his hand, stood 
up The apostle now invited the Christians 
[the saints, ver. 41, see abovq, Exso. and Chit. 
ver. 13, 14 .—Tb.] and the widows to enter, in 
order that he might present to them the woman 
alive, who had been raised up by the power of 
God. Such an event naturally became known to 
the whole city, and conducted many to faith in 
Christ—Peter did not immediately leave Joppa, 
but remained there during a considerable period, 
and lodged with a tanner named Simon, who was, 

* without doubt, a Christian. The apostle, accord¬ 
ingly, cannot have regarded the tanner as an 
andean person, on account of his trade, although 
sueh was, according to rabbinic views, the case. 

b. The restoration of Tabitha to life, has, as 
we might have expected, been explained by some 
as a natural occurrence, by others as an unhisto- 
rical legend. The former (for instance, Hein¬ 
richs) imagine that the whole was a case of ap¬ 
parent death, from which the subject was 
awakened. The latter (for instance, Baur) re¬ 
gard the narrative as simply a legendary trans¬ 
fer of events in the life of Jesus to the apostles, 
for the purpose of glorifying the latter, and that 
the whole has been embellished by tradition. 
The case of the restoration to life of the daughter 
of Jairus is specially adduced, and here Baur 
lays considerable stress on the similarity of sounds 
in the two words T dXi-dd (Mark v. 41) and T aflidd, 
and attempts to show that the latter name agrees 
in sense with the former word. If any analogy 
exists between the procedure of Peter on the 
present occasion and that of the Lord, ( e . g. t the 
removal of the spectators, the call to the deceased, 
the act of reaching the hand to her), it may be 
the more readily understood, when we remember 
that Peter himself was one of the three disciples, 
who, with the exception of the parents of the 
maiden [La. yin. 51], were the sole witnesses of 
the restoration of the latter; the apostle naturally 
regarded the oourse adopted by his Lord and 


Master as a model when he performed a similar 
miracle. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The unity or oneneee of the Church of Chritt 
is here presented for the first time, even if it be 
but in an expression. Quito a number of Christian 
congregations already existed in the three pro¬ 
vinces of Palestine—Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. 
Nevertheless, they are regarded and designated 
as a whole, as $ eKkXjyjia ; the experience of any 
one of them, concerns the others also; the same life 
pervades them—they belong together. It was 
more difficult to preserve this unity and maintain 
it in practice, when the Gospel was extended over 
several countries, in its progress in the heathen 
world.* But, even at the present day, when na- # 
tional churches, of precisely the same creed, re¬ 
spectively maintain an isolated position, and, 
further, when the Romish, the Greek, and the 
Evangelical Churches appear to be separated 
from one another by wide chasms, the una sancta 
catholica eccleeia is not a vain delusion, but a 
truth—of faith! 

2. The Church was edified.—What is edifica¬ 
tion t —The believing Christian is built by regene¬ 
ration and conversion on the foundation which is 
laid, on Jesus Christ, as the corner-stone, and is 
joined to him. But even as our birth is only the 
beginning t while growth and development consti¬ 
tute the progress of bodily life, so, too, regenera¬ 
tion is only the beginning, but continued renewal 
and sanctification constitute the progress of spi¬ 
ritual life; the laying of the foundation must be 
succeeded by unceasing building. And as re¬ 
generation is a divine-human work in man, 
wrought by the graoe of God, but dependent on 
man’s reception of, and capacity for it, so, too, 
edification or renewal is a divine-human work, 
in which human action from below, and the ope¬ 
ration of grace from above, combine; the only 
difference is found in the circumstance that, in 
the latter case, the element of moral power and 
independent action assumes far more promi¬ 
nence than in the former. Luke, indeed, states 
this point in so far as he first remarks that the 
Church walked in the fear of God, that is, was 
earnest and diligent, with respect to any act of a 
moral character, in avoiding every sin (for by it 
they would offend God,) and, on the contrary, in 
pleasing him by obedience. He afterwards re¬ 
marks, that, as a result of the exhortation of the 
Holy Ghost, the Church was multiplied, that is, 
increased in the number of members through 
the operations of the graoe of the Spirit. For 
even when he refers only to the influence of the 
Holy Ghost on the external growth of the Church, 
he still testifies that that influence was an essen¬ 
tial, animating and moving power, in the life of 
the Church. 

8. The words of Peter: idrai as ’Iqodvc 6 Xp. 
bear witness to the actual presence and the divine 
power of Jesus Christ, particularly as the deed 
accompanies the words. It is not the apostle, 
but Jesus himself, who heals the sick man, and 
renews his prostrated strength. This miracle is 
a striking proof that Christ operates in his ex¬ 
altation, and oontinues the work which he per- 
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formed in his humiliation (comp. oh. i. 1; uv 
fttfaro 6 ’IjjGovf irouiv). —Peter’s words, at the 
same time, supplied a firm foundation for the 
sick man’s faith in the Person and the power of 
Christ. No reference is made by Luke to this 
man’s faith; Peter makes no inquiry respecting 
it—but it is unquestionably assumed as already 
existing in his soul. 

4. The “ conversion to the Lord,” namely, to 
Jesus Christ, ver. 85, is a testimony offered for 
the Deity of Christ In oh. xv. 19, Luke employs 
the expression: kirtoriflfeiv iirl rbv &e6v, in refer¬ 
ence to heathens who became Christians; comp. 
fier&voia etc rbv tiedv, oh. xx. 21. If faith in Jesus 
Christ is a conversion to the Lord, then his divine 
dignity and nature are thereby presupposed. For 
knunpifeiv, in the Scriptural sense, is certainly 
such a turning of the heart and the will, that all 
the trust of the individual is placed in Aw», and 
his most humble obedience is rendered to him , to 
whom he turns; and here it is taken for granted 
that Christ is equal to God, for otherwise conver¬ 
sion to his Person would be nothing else than a 
lapse into idolatry. 

6. Tabitha was full of good works and 
almsdeeds [mercy].—Here we fully assent to 
the remark of Baumgarten as well established, 
that these terms describe the good works and 
merciful deeds by which this Christian woman 
was distinguished, as being really of an internal 
nature, permanently abiding in her soul and in¬ 
deed attached to it [“full of, etc.”], whereas 
good works, as soon os they are aotually per¬ 
formed, acquire an external, positive nature of 
their own. But, in truth, good works can be 
justly regarded as genuine and Christian in their 
nature, only when the whole soul of the indi¬ 
vidual who performs them, is infused into them, 
so that it is not the hand alone, but the soul also, 
that gives and performs—the external acts pro¬ 
ceed from the heart. When such is the case, 
the work is not an opus operatum , in which the 
soul does not participate, and which, (as most of 
all important,) the Spirit of God does not recog¬ 
nise ; it partakes, on the contrary, of the nature 
of the soul; it is wrought in the soul, abides in 
it, and follows it even in death (Rev. xiv. 13, ra 
6k tyya avruv aKohov&el fur* avruv .). 

6. The restoration of Tabitha to life, and the 
healing of Eneas, were not independent acts of 
Peter as a Christian and an apostle, but were 
aots of Christ, for they were essentially answers 
to prayer. The apostle first bends the knee, 
when he is alone with his God and Lord in the 
chamber of the dead. It is only after this exer- 
oise that he turns towards the corpse and says: 
Arise, speaking in the power of the Lord—of 
that Saviour, who is 6 apxvybc nfr (comp. 
Peter’s address, ch. iii. 16.). This prayer is the 
essential or most important feature in which the 
raising up of Tabitha differs from 4hat of the 
daughter of Jairus. For Jesus himself took the 
dead child by the hand, without having pre¬ 
viously offered prayer, when he called her back 
to life, whereas Peter does not restore life to the 
dead, until he has first besought the Lord to grant 
this miracle. Thus the name of Jesus, and not 
that of his apostle, is glorified,, and, as a conse¬ 
quence of it, many persons in Joppa are con¬ 
verted to Christ, and not to Peter. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 81. Then had the churches [church] 
rest, etc.—After the storm, the church enjoys 
a season of repoBe; even when the dragon [Rev. 
xii. 1 ff.1 threatens and rages, the Lord gathers 
his people under his wing and protects them. 
(Ap. Past.). — Throughout all Judea — and 
Samaria .—-Jews and Samaritans meet together 
in peace, under the banner of the cross—an il¬ 
lustration alike of the pacificatory character of 
the Gospel, and of the divine purpose that it 
should become the religion of the world!— Edi- 
fied - - comfort of the Holy Ghost—mul¬ 
tiplied. — The limes of refreshing [Acts iii. 19] 
granted to the Church: I. Seasons of repose ana 
comfort after storms of trouble; IL Seasons of 
meditation and diligent preparation, in view of 
new contests.— When are the peaceful times of the 
Church truly blessed times t When the peace which 
wejeqjoy, I. Does not teach us to become arrogant, 
but inclines us to fear the Lord, even when no 
foe is present; II. Does not teach us to presume, 
but inclines us to seek the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost, even when we eiyoy temporal prosperity; 
III. Does not teach us to become indolent, but 
rather tends to the edification of the church, that 
is, to its advancement in religious life, in place 
of encouraging it to be satisfied with the progress 
that has been already made.— Peace is the appro¬ 
priate season for building —houses and granaries, 
schools and churches, hearts and congregations. 
— On a sound and an unsound peace: I. In the 
family; II. In the country; ILL In the church. 
— Under what circumstances may a congregation be 
truly said to be built up t I. When the reverence 
with which it regards God and his word, consti¬ 
tutes the firm foundation on which its life and 
doctrine repose; II. When love and peace in 
Jesus Christ closely unite the hearts of all; IIL 
When the power of the Holy Ghost is the anima¬ 
ting and moving principle that conducts alike the 
individual and the whole congregation nearer 
and nearer to heaven.— When may a congregation 
be said to flourish f I. When it is rooted in the 
fear of the Lord; II. When it branches out in 
brotherly love; III. When it exhibits the fruits 
of the Spirit in their maturity.— Why are the 
seasons of blossoming so brief in Christian hearts, 
Christian congregations, and Christian nations? 
—Is it Spring or Autumn in the Church of the 
Lord t 

Ver. 82. And it came to pass, as Peter 
passed throughout all. —Congregations as 
much need a regular Church-visitation, as a 
garden needs the oversight of the gardener. 
We cannot safely yield to a feeling of secu¬ 
rity, even when the church enjoys peace, but 
should diligently watch, for Satan is never 
idle, Lu. xi. 24. (Starke).— Ha came down 
also to the saints. —It is an evidence of a 
serious decline that the word “saint” has be¬ 
come a term of derision in the bosom of Chris¬ 
tendom, and that those who would claim it, would 
be accused of commending themselves. It may, 
according to the Scriptures, be assumed in a truly 
humble spirit. The sinner who repents, is a saint, 
when he devotes himself to God and Christ as a 
a peculiar servant. (Rieger). 
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Ykb. 38. There he found a oertain man 
- - - which had kept his bed eight years. 

—Sick persons may be fonnd also among the 
saints; the communion of the saints retains 
some of the features of a lazaretto, and the one 
is expected to serve as the nurse of the other. 
How much vital power has already streamed 
forth from Jesus Christ! And all that is dis¬ 
eased in me, will hereafter be gloriously re¬ 
stored by Him. (Rieger). 

Ybr. 84. Jesus Christ maketh thee 
whole.— This is the language, I. Of an apostle’s 
humility (Jesus Christ, not II; II. Of a pro¬ 
phet’s power of faith (He 44 maketh ”—not— May 
he make thee whole). —Arise and make thy 
bed. —We pray, in our less distinguished age, 
that God would grant his aid to the sick at 
whose bedside we stand, if such be his holy will; 
we exhort the sick to be patient, and to look to 
the future with hope. But Peter, when invested 
with apostolical fulness of power, is enabled to 
announce to Eneas: 4 Thou shalt be made whole; 
jea, thou art already restored.’ And Luther, 
with his heroic and mighty faith, speaks autho¬ 
ritatively to the faint-hearted ana dying Me- 
lanchthon: 44 Thou must live! Thou shalt not 
die!” [It was at Weimar, in 1541; after very 
fervent prayer, Luther seized the hand of his 
friend, who was already unconscious, and said: 
Bono ammo esto, Philippe ; non morions ! —Tn.].— 
Two things pertain to the healing of souls that 
are sick: 1. They must be taught to look up in 
faith to the Lord, from whom alone salvation and 
help can come; II. They must be encouraged to 
ante in His strength, and walk in newness of life. 

Vkr. 35. Turned to the Lord.— Thus the 
Lord blesses the labors of his servants; the 
healing of a sick man conducts many to salva¬ 
tion; the restoration of one may exercise a 
saving influence on many others. 

Vir. 36. A certain [female] disciple. — 
Women are not appointed to be teachers, but 
may be disciples in the church. (Starke).— 
Full of good works and almsdeeds. —The 
giving of alms does not impoverish; it empties 
the hand, but fills the heart. Prov. xix. 17. 
(Starke).— The honorable mention made of Tabitha: 
L She was a disciple—the title refers to her 
faith; she sits with Mary at the feet of Jesus; 
II. She was full of good works and almsdeeds— 
this language describes her love t which served 
the Lord in the brethren, thereby manifesting 
its life and power. 

Vkr. 37. She was sick, and died.— It 
was only after her death that it became known 
what a treasure she had been to the church; the 
odour of the costly ointment filled the house, 
when the vessel in which it lay concealed, was 
broken [John xii. 3]. (Besser).—Very few 
words are used with respect to her sickness and 
death. But the Lord had surely been present at 
ker bedside, both while she lay sick, and when 
the died, even as He had not failed to be present 
is her closet when she had kneeled there as His 
disciple, and in her chamber when she worked 
in his service, and prepared garments for the 
poor.—Thou wilt die, as thou hast lived. 

Vkr. 38. The disciples heard that Peter 
was (at Lydda, and) sent unto him.— They 
•ho were believers, but they had not miraculous 


gifts like those of Peter. Grace and gifts are 
not the same; God bestows the latter according 
to his wisdom, giving five pounds to one servant, 
three to another, and one to a third. (Ap. Past.). 
—They can have scarcely expected a miracle 
from Peter, and only desired that he would ad¬ 
dress words of consolation to them. Much is 
already gained, when they who abide in the 
house of mourning sincerely desire the conso¬ 
lations of God’s word. 

Vkr. 39. Shewing the coats and gar¬ 
ments, etc.—Acts of benevolence which survive 
their author, are the best relics of the saints. 
(Starke).— The tears of the widows standing around 
the bier of Tabitha , a noble testimony, I. With 
respect to the deceased woman and her charity; 
II. With respect to the survivors and their 
gratitude. 

Vbr. 40. But Peter put them all forth, 
and kneeled down, and prayed. —Why did 
he direct all who were present to withdraw ? I. He 
followed the example of his Master in the case 
of the daughter of Jairus; II. He may have per¬ 
ceived that some were governed by an idle curi¬ 
osity; III. He could more fully engage in praver 
when alone; IV. He did not yet know whether 
it was the Lord’s will to restore the deceased 
woman to life. Hence he desired to be alone 
with the Lord, in order to make known to Him 
the request of the disciples [Phil. iv. 6],—Ob¬ 
serve : (a) Even if a pastor should possess the 
miraculous powers of an apostle, it would still 
be his duty continually to cherish a sense of his 
dependence on the Lord, and never act presump¬ 
tuously in his office, or suppose that he could 
perform any work by his own strength. (6) 
We are not at liberty to assent to every request, 
even of devout men or disciples, without due exami¬ 
nation, but are in duty bound to lay the matter, 
first of all, before the Lord, particularly when it 
concerns the life or death of a child of God, the 
continued residence or the removal of a pastor, 
etc. (c) In such cases, private prayer is pre¬ 
eminently needed. (Ap. Past.).— Tabitha , arise! 
Such success should attend pastors, when souls 
are spiritually awakened. To have power with 
God and joyfulness in prayer [Hos. xii. 8]—to 
penetrate, with the aid of God’s word, into hearts 
that are dead—to offer a helping and guiding 
hand to the awakened (ver. 41), and to present 
those who had been deaa sinners as living saints, 
who glorify God, and instruct others by their 
example— this is a work worthy of an apostle 
and follower of Jesus. (Ap. Past.) 

Ver. 41. When lie had ©ailed the saints, 
etc.—It is exceedingly cheering when a pastor 
can publicly diffuse the blessing which he had 
sought in his closet on his knees, and scatter it 
as the seed of new and more abundant fruits. 
(Ap. Past.).—Luke mentions that the widows 
wept as they stood around the corpse, but he 
does not describe their joy when Tabitha was 
restored to life—it could not be described. 
(Besser). 

Ver. 42. It was known throughout all 
Joppa. —Simon, the son of Jonah (Mt. xvi. 17), 
was more highly honored in Joppa, than Jonah, 
the ancient prophet ( Jon. i. 8). (Starke^.— Many 
believed. —In Lyada “all,” (ver. 85), in Joppa 
only 44 many” were converted. All miracles do 
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not produce the same effects, and all sermons are 
not attended by the same blessing. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 43. He tarried many days in 
Joppa. —When God opens a wide door for a 
pastor in any spot, it becomes his duty to tarry 
as long as possible, so that the good seed may 
take root.— With one Simon a tanner. 
There is no trade, however mean it may be in 
the eyes of the world, or even, however unclean, 
which cannot be sanctified. (Starke).—The 
house of Simon the tanner may have been disre¬ 
garded by men, but, according to ch. x. 6, it was 
well known in heaven, and in the presence of the 
angels of God, and was beheld by them with in¬ 
terest. (Rieger). 

On the whole section. — The church of Christ 
it rich in love , and through love: I. There are 
always persons to be found in a congregation, 
who constitute, as it were, central points around 
which the love that exists in the congregation, 
collects; every work of love is guided by their 
hands, and even when they utter no loud words, 
they successfully admonish others. A congre¬ 
gation which possesses but a single Tabitha, is 
rich through love, since it owns in that soul a 
vast productive capital. When such a member 
dieB, God raises up a successor, for .love never 
dies. II. But the congregation is then only rich 
in love and through love, when the love which 
gives, is met by a love which gratefully receives. 
Under any other circumstances, no blessing at¬ 
tends the gifts which have been received. (Pal¬ 
mer: Uomil.). —That good works and alms are 
necessary features of the character of a true 
Christian. (Beck: Horn. Rep.). —That the Lord 
always has men ready to call that which is dead 
in his church back to life. (ib).— On the share of 
a Christian female in the work of Inner Missions 
[on which subject see the article in Herzog: 
Encyk. IX. 660-668, by Wichern.— Tr.] :—I. Her 
duty; II. Her fitness; III. Her opportunities 
for it. (Fritz: Zeitpr.). — On Christian sympathy 
with a neighbor in his affliction (J. Hartmann: 
Zeugnisse ev. Wahrh.).—How may the miracles of 
Jesus and the apostles prove to be blessings to us t 
I. They should strengthen our faith; II. Urge 
us to seek our sanctification. (Lisco).— Tabitha, 
not a fashion-plate, but a model for every Christian 
female: I. In her life—by her walk in faith (she 
was a disciple), and her labor of love (full of 
good works and almsdeeds); II. In her aeath— 
by the tears of love (the widows), and the prayer 
of faith (Peter) at her bier; III. In her restora¬ 
tion to life—as an image of the blessed duration 
of a holy and divine life, (on earth in grateful 
hearts; in heaven in glory).— The chamber of 
death (in which Tabitha (—our beloved friends^) 
died): I. It is the dark abode of grief,'in 
which love has reason to weep; II. It is the re¬ 


tired closet in which faith wrestles with God in 
prayer; III. It is the spot in which hope tri¬ 
umphs over death and the grave.— Tabitha, pre¬ 
pared for the grave—the means of awakening many 
unto life [ver. 42] : I. The sketch of her life, reed 
at the bier—brief, but expressive: “a disciple” 
—“full of good works;” II. The funeral proces¬ 
sion, forming around her bier—unpretending, 
and yet affecting: love weeping, faith adminis¬ 
tering consolation; III. The funeral hymn heard 
at her bier—a triumphant recall to life: “Ta¬ 
bitha, arise!”—peculiar, and yet fall of comfort, 
for us all; it not only refers to a brief continu¬ 
ance of her life on earth, but also reminds us of 
the resurrection and continued life of all the 
children of God, above, (in the mansions of our 
Father in heaven), and on earth (in those who 
were conducted by them to God).—“ Tabitha, 
arise ”—an awakening call addressed to our age: I. 
To whom is it addressed ? Awake, thou spirit 
of love and mercy! This call is addressed to 
all Christendsm of our day, especially to evan¬ 
gelical Christendom: And if men will not 
hearken, then do ye put them to shame, ye fe¬ 
males, who have always, since the days of Ta¬ 
bitha, led the way in works of love and heroic 
deeds of Christian mercy. II. Why is the call 
addressed to us ? The wants of the times are 
urgent, and the debt of that love which saves, 
has greatly increased, particularly in the evan¬ 
gelical Church, which, on this point, may derive 
instruction firom her Catholic sister. IIL Whence 
does the call proceed? Not from an external 
source. The work of Inner Missions is not a 
matter of fashion, neither can the government of 
itself here afford aid. We need the presence of 
the Lord, and the instrumentality of Peter, that 
is, the word of God with its power, the Church 
I with its blessing, the office of the ministry with 
its love. ( Zeitpredigt uber innere Mission, 1850. ).— 
The miraculous awakening of Tabitha, an image of 
the miracle of grace when a sinner is spiritually 
awakened. I. The grief and sympathy of the 
mourning congregation, first appear—the weep¬ 
ing widows. II. The supplications and prayers 
of God’s believing servants—Peter praying. IU> 
The awakening call of the divine word: “ Tabitha, 
arise.” And now we perceive, IV. The first 
signs of life in the awakened soul—“she opened 
her eyes—saw Peter—sat up.*’ There is, next, 
needed, V. Friendly aid, offered to the new and 
still feeble life—“ he gave her his hand—lifted 
her up;” VI. Also, an affectionate admission into 

the church—“hecalled-alive”; VIL And, 

lastly, as the result, a blessed impression is re¬ 
ceived by many, ver. 42.—(Compare, on the life 
and death of Tabitha, viewed as an example, the 
“Biography of the devout Beata Sturm, 1730, 
etc.,” edited by Rieger). 
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B.— CONCURRING DIVINE REVELATIONS CONDUCT PETER FROM JOPPA TO THE ROMAN CENTURION COR¬ 
NELIUS IN CBSARBA, TO WHOM HE PROCLAIMS CHRIST; AND WHEN THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST 
IS IMPARTED TO CORNELIUS AND OTHER GENTILE HEARERS, PETER DIRECTS THAT THEY 8HOULD 
BE BAPTISED. 

Chapter X. 1-48. 

{I. The devout Roman centurion Cornelia*, at Cesarea, is induced by the appearance of an angel to tend 

to Joppa for Peter. 


Chapter X. 1-8. 

1 There was [But] 1 a certain man in Cesarea called Cornelias, a centurion of the 

2 band called the Italian band, *A devout man, and one that feared God with all his 
house, which [who] gave much alms to the people [(of Israel)], and prayed to [be- 

3 sought] God always. ♦He saw [Saw {om. He)] in a vision evidently [distinctly], 
about 1 the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming [entering] in to him, and 

4 saying unto him, Cornelius. *And [But] when he looked on him, he was afraid, and 
said, What is it, Lord? And [But] he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms 

5 are come up for a memorial before* God. * And now send men to Joppa, and call for 

6 one [a certain] 4 Simon, whose surname is Peter; ♦He [This one] loageth with one 

S certain] Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side [by the sea]: he shall tell 

ee what thou oughtest to do [om. he shall-*to do]*. ♦And [But] when the 

angel which [who] spoke unto Cornelius [him]* was departed, he called two of his 
household [om. household] servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him 
8 continually; ♦And when he had declared [related] all these things [om. these things] 
unto them, he sent them to Joppa. 


1 Vef. I. [text, ret .] after m is omitted in all the principal MSS. [A. B. C. E. G., and Cod. Sin.], and was only in- 
Mrted by those who did not perceive that tlScv, in ver. 3, Is the verb belonging to ver. 1 and 2. [Omitted by Lach. Tiach. 
tad AIL, as well as r« in ver. 2 after irouw, which occurs in G. but not in A. B. C. E. Cod. Sin. etc.—Ta.] 

1 Ver. 3. The reading svpt is found, it is true, in A. B. C. K., and has been preferred by Lachmann, but ixrmi 
wtthovt wept is attested by G., as well as by Chrysostom and Oecumeoius; wtpi is by no means necessary, and is probably 
ta iaterpolation. [vcpl is omitted in text. rec.; Alf. reads *xrct ntpl with A. B. C. E. The reading in Cod. Sin. is m (cor¬ 
rected by a later hand: «xr«t) wept. De Wette and Meyor rogard wtpi as a gloss.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 4. [In place of inowtov after pun\p.. y as in text. rec. and C. E. G., Lach., Tisch. and Alf. with A. B. read ipirpooSev, 
tbs less usual word. The latter is also the reading of Cod. Sin.—The words etc pvTjp6c~vv. were originally omitted in Cod. 
fa., but added by a later hand.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 5. The insertion of nra after UpMva , is better attested than the omission [in text rec. 1 of the word. It is found 
not only in A. B. C., but also in many ancient versions FSyr. Vulg.]; it probably seemed [to copyists] to bo inappropriately 
«gjtojr*d in the case of the apostle who was so widely known. [Adopted by Lach. Tisch. and Alf., but omitted in Cod. Sin. 

*4Ter. 6. The concluding words: oftroc XaXifaei trot, rt <r« Sti wotstr, in text. rec. [from Erasmus], are undoubtedly spu¬ 
rious. They are wanting in all the MSS. of the first rank [A. B. C. E. G. and Cod. Sin!] and in ancient versions, and were de¬ 
rived from ver. 82 below, and ch. ix. 6. [Omitted by Lachm. Tisch. and Alf. and also in Cod. Amiatiuus of the Vulg., al¬ 
though inserted in the usual printed text of the latter.—T r.] 

9 Ver. 7. [The text. rec. after AoA«v reads rw K oprqki* with G., for which avr<j» (adopted by Lach., Tisch., Stier and 
Th n Alf.) occurs in A. B. C. E. Cod, 8in. Syr. Vulg.— airrov after out. of text. rec. and G. is omitted in A. B. C. E. Cod. Sin- 
tad by Lach. Tisch. and Alt—T*.] 


EX EG STICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ter. 1, 2. A certain man in Cesarea.— 
This city (Caesarea Palestine), situated on the 
Mediterranean, and provided with an Excellent 
harbor, which was visited by many vessels, was 
built by Herod the Great. It was inhabited 
ehielly by Pagans, bnt several thousand Jews 
also resided in it. At a somewhat later period, 
it was permanently occupied by the Roman pro¬ 
curators, and is hence called by Tacitus (Hist, 
n. 79) Judsete caput. Cornelius was the com¬ 
mander (centurio) of the Italian band {cohort), 
which, without doubt, received that name in or¬ 
der to distinguish it from other troops that had 
been levied in Palestine or Syria, and then been 
incorporated with the Roman army. The Italian 
band consisted of natives of Rome, or, at least, of 
Italians, and these formed the nucleus of the gar¬ 


rison. The procurator had, probably at that 
time already, established himself in Cesarea, 
since the Roman garrison lay there. This cen¬ 
turion Cornelius was, doubtless, himself also an 
Italian by descent. Luke describes his charac¬ 
ter as that of a devout man the most 

general term, which may be applied even to a 
strictly pagan form of devoutness), and of a man 
who feared Qod with all his house (the phrase: 
<pofl. rbv &e6v denoting that fear of God, of which 
the one true God is the object). These sentiments 
he manifested, partly, by diligence in offering 
prayer and supplications to God, and, partly, by 
habitually performing acts of charity for the Is¬ 
raelites (6 Xa6g f the people of Israel [as in ver. 
42; ch. xxvi. 17, 23; xxviii. 17]). Thus he re* 
sembled the centurion of Capernaum, who also 
loved the people of Israel, and built a synagogue 
for them with his own means (Lu. vii. 6.). Such 
generosity is a beautiful and touching trait of 
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character, not merely in general, in an expe¬ 
rienced soldier, but, in particular, in a Roman, 
when it appears in his intercourse with the Jews, 
who were subject to Rome, and were, commonly, 
a despised people.—The whole account allows us 
to assume that Cornelius, like many of his con¬ 
temporaries, was dissatisfied with the pagan re¬ 
ligion which he had inherited, and, as an in¬ 
quirer, had turned to the faith of Israel, and to 
the knowledge and worship of the one true God. 
We are not surprised that be gained the esteem 
of all the Jews. Still, the narrative before us 
affords no grounds for assuming that he was a 
proselyte, in the strict sense of that term, as it 
is generally supposed (Grotius; Neander and 
others); for he is regarded in the whole course 
of the narrative (ver. 28; oh. xi. 1) as being, in 
a legal and social respect, nothing but a heathen. 
He had simply turned, in an entirely voluntary 
manner, to Judaism, with respect to his mode of 
thinking and his domestic worship, without at¬ 
taching himself to it outwardly by any decisive act. 

Vie. 8-6. He saw in a vision - - an an¬ 
gel of God. —The angel appeared to him about 
the ninth hour (8 o’clock, P. M. [see above, ii. 
14, 15. c.]), or the third hour-of prayer, which 
the devout pagan probably observed of his own 
accord, in company with the Jews. He then saw 
in a vision (that is, by an internal process, of 
which God was the author, but, in other respects, 
distinctly , favep&c, not by a deception of the senses! 
an angel of God, who entered the chamber, and 
addressed him by name. [“ The popular idea of 
winged angels is derived from the cherubim, 
(Exod. xxv. 20) and seraphim (Isai. vi. 2) but 
is never suggested by anv of the narratives of 
angelic visits to .this world and its inhabitants.” 
J. A. Alexander, ad loc.) —Tr.]. Cornelius looks 
up, gates attentively at the form before him, is 
alarmed by the unexpected and datzling [ver. 80] 
appearance, and replies to the address by re¬ 
spectfully asking a question. The angel informs 
him that his prayers and alms were always re¬ 
membered before God (avk^rjaav cif pvrjfidawov — 
ft. c.] yevijodfievai yvTjfidawov [comp, the word in 
Matth. xxvi. 18], that is: ‘they have ascended 
to heaven, like the smoke of the sacrifices, so that 
they remind God of thee.*). [See below, Doctr. 
and Eth. No. 8 .—Tr.].—A na now Cornelius is 
commanded to send to Joppa [see Exia. note on 
ch. ix. 86], for Peter, in order that the latter 
may conduct him onward in the way of salva¬ 
tion. (The term Xlyuvd nva is used, as the apos¬ 
tle was yet unknown to the Roman). The house, 
and the man whose guest the apostle is (fevJ£er<u, 
hospitatur), are indicated with sufficient precision, 
[“wapa daX&ooav, on account of his business, for 
which water was needed, (de Wette).—T r.] 

Via. 7, 8. He called two, etc.—Cornelius 
without delay obeys the instructions which he 
had received, and calls two of his servants 
(olxfrrc, generally a more honorable appellation 
than dou/lor) who, as belonging to h^s olxof, feared 
God, ver. 2, and also a devout soldier (evoeQfa 
see, above, ver. 2), selecting them from the wnole 
number of his personal attendants (as orderly 
officers). He communicates to them without re¬ 
serve (airavra) all that referred to the appearance 
which he had seen, and sends them with the 
necessary instructions to Joppa. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. That all the circumstances connected with 
this conversion of the first pagan, were controlled 
and shaped exclusively by divine Providence, is 
apparent from the fact (without referring to 
others) that Cornelius was brought into contact, 
not with the evangelist Philip, who was mooh 
nearer to him (since he undoubtedly resided 
already at the time in Caesarea, according to ch. 
viii. 40, compared with ch. ttL 8), but with 
Peter, who was not on the spot It was so 
ordered, that the first pagan should be baptized 
and received into the Church, not by an ordinary 
member of the church, [see above, Doctr. and 
Eth. No. 8, on ix. 10-19. —Tr.], nor by an evan¬ 
gelist like Philip, but by one of the Twelve them¬ 
selves, and, indeed, by that one, who had, by 
his words and deeds, become the most prominent 
of their number. 

2. The angel who appeared to Cornelius, was 
not appointed tp be himself the agent of the con¬ 
version of the latter, but was simply commis¬ 
sioned, as a messenger from heaven, to convey 
the command of God, that Peter should be called. 

It was, accordingly, Peter who first proclaimed 
the Gospel to him, and received him into the 
church of Christ According to the decree of 
God and the method which He established, re¬ 
pentance and the remission of sins were to be 
preached to all nations in the name of Jesus, so 
that it is the Word of the Gospel, and, indeed, 
the word to which men bear witness, that is the 
appointed means of salvation. No case ever oc¬ 
curred in which an angel was sent for the pur¬ 
pose of converting a soul, and no man should ever 
allow his faith to be dependent on such an ex¬ 
traordinary appearance from the higher world. 

8. A high value is attributed to the prayers and 
alms of Cornelius, not only in the description of 
his character furnished by the historian, but also % 
in the message of the angel. The first place is 
assigned by Luke, ver. 2, to the alms, bat by the 
angel, ver. 4, to the prayers, since God first looks 
at the heart. The message of the angel, indeed, 
connects this revelation of God, which will lead 
to the salvation of the Roman, with those devout 
works. Does this fact imply a meritoriousnees 
of works, a meritum ex congruo , according to the 
Romish view? [According to the Scholastics, who 
follow Thomas Aquinas, a work acquires meritum 
ex or de congruo (meritum congnd) f when it pro¬ 
ceeds from the free will of man, but meritum ex 
condigno , when it is wrought by the graoe of the 
Holy Spirit. The former—they explain—is not 
meritoriousness in an absolute sense, but there is 
a certain congruitas or suitableness in the divine 
recognition and recompense which it receives, 
and by which, ultimately, salvation is merited. 

Chrmiv. Exam . Cone . Trid. I. Loc. IX. { 1. p. 

79. Berlin. 1861 ).—Tr.]. We answer in the 
negative, for the following reasons: (a) These 
works, viewed as external works, have no value 
of their own, but derive it from the devoutness 
of the heart, from which they proceed as their 
source; (6) Even the fear of God, from which 
the good deeds performed by Cornelius for the 
people of God, like his diligent prayers, p*** 
seeded, depended for its own existence on the 
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grace and the revelation of God under the old 
covenant, which came to meet him, and had al¬ 
ready sought him from afar. [“AW/ enim preci- 
bru consegui potuit gum fides prsecederet , qute tola 
nobis ad orandum januam aperit.” (Calvin, ad loe.) 
—Til]. It was with the susceptibility of Cornelius 
for the truth, and with his faithful application of 
the knowledge which had hitherto been imparted 
to him, that God was well pleased. He who is 


faithful in that which is least, will be intrusted 
with that which is much. Cornelius demonstrates 
this faithfulness—this carefulness in rendering 
obedience—by hiB immediate compliance with 
the instructions whioh he had received, ver. 7. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

See below, (ver. 9-28.) 


{IL Before the message reaches Peter , God commands him, in a symbolical manner , during a trance^ not 
to consider any thing as unclean which He has cleansed. The messengers of Cornelius arrive imme¬ 
diately afterwards , and communicate his invitation to Peter. 


Chapter X. 9-28a. 

9 [But] On the morrow [next day], as they [those] 1 went on their journey, and 
drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth 

10 hour: ♦And he became very [om. very] hungry, and would have eaten [wished to 
eat]; but while they* made ready [for him], he fell into a trance [a trance came 

11 upon him]*, *And saw [he sees] heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto 
him [om. unto him] 4 , as it had been [as] a great sheet [large linen cloth] knit [tied] 6 

12 at the four corners [at the four ends], and let down to [upon] the earth: *Wherein 
were all manner of [were all] fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creep¬ 
ing things [fourfooted and creeping beasts of the earth]*, and fowls of the air [birds 

13,14 of heaven]. *And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat ♦But 
Peter said, Not so, [By no. means, 0] Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that 

15 is [om. that is] common or [and] T unclean. ♦And the voice spake unto him again 
the second time [And again spake the second time a voice unto him], What God 

16 hath cleansed, that call [make] not thou common. ♦This was done [happened] 
thrice: and the vessel was received [taken] up again [up immediately] 8 into 

17 heaven. *Now while Peter doubted [was uncertain] in himself* what this vision 
which he had seen should mean [might be], behold 10 , the men which [who] were 
Bent from [by] Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before the 

18 gate [at the door], *And called, and asked whether Simon, which [who] was 

19 surnamed Peter, were [om. were] lodged there. ♦[ButlWhile Peter thought [was 
reflecting] 11 on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three [om. three] 1 * 1 

20 . men seek thee. ♦Arise*therefore [But (aXXa) arise], and get thee [go] down, 

21 and go with them, doubting nothing: for 1 * I have sent them. ♦Then Peter went 
down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said [Then Peter 
went down and said to the men] 14 , Behold, I am he whom ye seek: what is the' 

22 cause wherefore [for which] ye are come? ♦And they Baid, Cornelius the centu¬ 
rion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good report among all the na- s 
tion of the Jews, was warned from God by [received a divine command from] a 
holy angel to send for thee into [to] his house, and to hear words of [from] thee. 

23a. ♦Then called he them in, and lodged them. 


1 Ter. 9. bcrirttv [teat. rec. ] In B. C. Vnlg. and torn* father* was exchanged for avrStv [of A. E. O. and God. Sin.], which 
•eeued to be a more appropriate reference to the persona who had just been mentioned; but the former should be pre¬ 
ferred with Tlschendorf [Lach. and Alf.]. 

9 Ver. 10. a. Here, on the contrary, *vr»r is &r better attested [A. B. G. B. God. Sin. Lach. Tisch. Alf.] than eiceiVwv 
[of text nc. with 0.1. 

9 Ver. 10. b. iytvm in A. B. G. [and Gon. Sin.] is recommended by Oriesbach, and adopted by Lach. and Tisch. [and Alf.]; 
K was [doubtlees the original reading, but was] exchanged for Ivivwtv [of E. G. and text, rec.], which seemed to be better 
nited both to vurraott and the preposition Zwt, as well as to the conception of an overpowering influence exerted from 
•bore. [Meyer prefers iviw. —Ta.] 

4 Ver. 11. a. The reading hr* a\rr6v [text, rec.] after marafialyov occurs only In G. and is wanting In the most important 
MSS. [A. B. E. God. Sin.], and in many ancient versions [Syr. Vnlg.]; it is, without doubt, spurious. [Omitted by Lach. 
Each, and AIL—Til] 

1 Ter. 11. b. The words fabe/Uv or kcu [text rec.] are wanting in some MSS. [A. B. God. Sin. and Vnlg., but found in G.l; 
b«ce Lechm., and, at an earlier period, Tisch. cancelled them. But they were probably omitted in conformity to ch. xi. 
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6, whore no various reading exists, while, in this verse, they are genuine. [Alford is doubtful, and inserts the words in 
the text, but in brackets.—T r.] 

• Ver. 12. The position of rer yrjr after ipwerd [as in A. B. C. E. Cod. 8in. Syr. Vulg.] is most felly attested^ [It b 
adopted by Lach., Ti»ch., and Alf.—The words: sat ra (hjpia, of text. rec. and G., are omitted by Lach. Tisch. and AMI, (as 
an addition from ch. xi. 6,) in conformity to A. B. E. Cod. 8in. Vulg.—Tr.] 

? Ver. 14. sal, in place of [which occurs in C. D. E. G. and text, roc.] is fonnd in A. B. [and Cod. Sin.] and in a number 
of ancient versions and fathers, and is, therefore, preferred by Lach. and Tisch. [and Alf.]. 

• Ver. 16. cv0uv, in place of wdXiv [of G. and text. m\], is most felly sustained [A. B. C. K. Cod. Sin. Vulg.], and would 
not have been substituted for the more obvious iraAtv [if it had not been the original reading], while the reverse could 
easily occur. [<v0vc in Lach. Tisch. and Alf.]. 

• Ver. 17. a. Borne in aim has inserted lyivm after covt?, although it is supported by only one MS., D, and is alto¬ 
gether superfluous. [Omitted by other editors, in accordance with Cod. Sin. etc.—T r.] 

to Ver. 17. b. sat before c5ou is omitted by Lachmann, in conformity to A. B. [and Cod. Sin.], as well as some minus¬ 
cules and versions; but if it was originally written, it may have appeared [to copyists] to be unnecceeaary. [Found in 
C. D. B. G. and adopted by Tisch. and Alf.—T r.J 

si Ver. 19. a. The compound 6i wOv/l. [adopted by Lach. Tisch. Stier, etc. Alf.] is moat satisfactorily attested [A. B.C. D. 
E. G. Cod. Sin.], and is to be preferred to the more simple form ivOvfi. (text. rec.). 

is Ver. 19. d. rp «U (ch. xi. 11) is, indeed, supported by some important MSS. [A. C. E. Cod. Sin. Vulg., and adopted by 
Lachm.]; still, it is, without doubt, a later addition, [omitted in D. G. H.]; this view is confirmed by the fact that B. has 
iuo; see ver. 7. [Omitted by Tisch. and Alf.—T r.] 

is Ver. 20. on is found in all the authorities [A. B. C. D. E. H. Cod. Sin.,] except a single one, G., which reads Uon 
[ori in Lach. Tisch. and Alf.—T r.] 

is Ver. 21. A single uncial MS., H., and some minuscules and fathers, insert, after rofc avSpat, the following: net 
awcoToAjili'ovf airb rod KopvnAi'ov irpbt *vt6v ; bnt these words [inserted in text, rec.] occur with nuuiy variations, and are 
assuredly a later addition. [Omitted in A. B. C. D. E. G. Cod. Sin. Vulg., and by later critics generally; “an explanatory 
interpolation, ver. 21 beginning an ecclesiastical portion ” (Alf.), and evidently transferred from ver. 17 .—Tr.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 9. a. On the morrow [next day].— 
Cesarea wan, according to the statement of Ed- 
risi (Winer; Rraltc.), thirty Roman miles distant 
from Joppa, that is, about six [German] geo¬ 
graphical miles. [One Roman mile = 1,000 paoes 
= 6,000 Roman feet = 8 stadia = 4,800 Greek 
feet = J [German] geographical mile. Seventy- 
five Roman miles were equal to one degree.” 
von RArMBR: Palsestina , p. 21.— Tr.]. — The 
whole distance [nearly 85 miles, according to 
some authorities] was, consequently, a Jong day’s 
journey. The messengers of the Roman, (to 
whom the angel appeared about 8 o’clock, P. 
M.), departed immediately afterwards, as we 
may infer from ver. 7, or, at least, in the evening 
of the same day; they reached the vicinity of 
the city on the next day about the sixth hour, 
ver. 9, that is, at 12 o’clock, or noon, when 
Peter went on the housetop, and saw the vision. 
On their return, when Peter accompanied them, 
they again spent more than one day on their 
journey, ver. 28, 24. 

b. Peter went up upon the housetop 
to pray. —Luther’s translation of dupa is Soller 
[from the Latin, solarium, a sunny place (Heyse). 
—Tr.], and other interpreters have also supposed 
the word to bo [here] synonymous with vrrepvov; 
but Luke would have employed this word here as 
well as elsewhere, if he had meant an upper 
chamber. AQfia properly signifies the house , or a 
part of it; it is true that it never denotes the 
roof, when .it stands alone, but the phraseology 
eirl t. 6. indicates that the roof is meant. And, 
indeed, the vision in which Peter saw the 
heaven opened, and a certain object descending 
from heaven, clearly shows that he was in the 
open air, that is, on the flat roof of the dwelling, 
whither many persons repaired, who desired to 
perform their religious exercises in retirement. 
It was to this spot that the apostle ascended, in 
order to offer prayer, when the sixth hour—one 
of the three times appointed for daily prayer— 
had arrived. We can easily understand that at 
this hour Peter should experience hunger; but 
while the inmates ( avrov ), the family or domes¬ 
tics of the tanner Simon, were preparing the 
food, the Ikotoolq occurred. 


Ver. 10-12. He fell into a trance— During 
this trance, which transported him suddenly, and 
with irresistible power (fV avrdv ), he saw, heard, 
and answered,—but all occurred in a state in 
which his ordinary consciousness, and his percep¬ 
tion of the material world around him. were 
suspended, and his soul was susceptible only of 
a view of the appearance which God granted to 
him. He sees heaven opened, and a vessel re¬ 
sembling a large linen cloth descending, which 
was tied at the four ends, and by these lowered 
down. We are thus led to conceive that this 
vessel was held fast above by the four corners, 
and let down in such a manner that Peter, in 
the ecstatic state of his soul, could gaze into it, 
and observe its entire contents, namely, all four- 
footed. and creeping animals of the earth, aud 
birds of the air. And here we are not, with 
Kuinoel, to explain irdvra as equivalent to “varii 
generis (onimalia),” but as denoting precisely 
the whole number of animals. The objection that 
this view of the case would involve a manifest 
impossibility, is of no weight, since the whole 
refers to a vision, and not to s m objective ap¬ 
pearance: prospectum kune humano modo non 
debemus metiri, quia ecstasis Petro alios oeulos 
dabat. (Calvin). All animals are meant except 
fishes, which could not well be exhibited in the 
dry cloth [the word &voov ver. 18 implying* that 
all the animals are alive (Meyer).— Tr.]. The 
assumption of -some interpreters (Kuinoel, and 
others) that the animals were exclusively (hose 
which were Levitically unclean, is altogether ar¬ 
bitrary, and in opposition to the universal cha¬ 
racter of irdvra with the article. 

Ver. 18-16. Rise; kill, and cat. — The word 
&vaoT&c does not neoessarily imply that Peter lay 
during the trance, or was on his knees, as, pos¬ 
sibly, while he had been engaged in prayer, but 
is simply a summons to perform an acL The t 
exhortation that he should kill (diw docs not 
here signify to sacrifice) and cat, refers prima¬ 
rily to his hunger at the moment, but it also gives 
him the privilege of taking at his pleasure, with¬ 
out carefully distinguishing between Levitically 
clean and unclean animals. But Peter declines 
very decidedly, ver. 14, to do such an act, and 
appeals to his strict observance of the precepts 
referring to this subject (comp. Lev. ch. xi, vet 
4,18,28). The term of aadress, Kvpu, is respect 
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fa], bat as little presupposes that Christ speaks 
with him, as does the question of Saul: rlq si, tcbpie, 
ch. ix. 6. When the voice was heard the second 
time, it said: What God hath cleansed (made 
clean, declared to be clean) that call not thou 
(the antithesis is: the great God) common, (that 
is, Do not declare it to be unclean and proiane, 
nor treat it as such). [“The declarative sense of 

these verbs is Hebraistio; comp. * NStO » 

Ler. xiii. 3, 6.” (de Wette).—T r.]. After the 
offer had been made thrice, {jtvri rptc, t. e., unto the 
third time), the vessel was immediately taken up 
to heaven. The aorist 6vslij^dr}, and also svdbq, 
inform ns that the removal was rapid, whereas 
the descent occurred slowly and perceptibly, ver. 

Yxr. 17,18. Now while Peter doubted in 
himself. —The apostle did not at once clearly 
perceive the meaning which the vision was de¬ 
signed to convey to him; he was in doubt (daprdpei), 
and for some time seriously reflected on it (diev- 
Ihfwvfdvov, ver. 19). But an actual occurrence 
furnished him with the solution of the mystery, 
when the call to proceed to the pagan Cornelius 
reached him. The revelation granted to him 
referred not only directly to articles of food, (and 
to the act of partaking without scruple, in com¬ 
pany with heathens, of such food as they would 
prepare for him), but also to these heathens them¬ 
selves; God had cleansed them, and Peter was 
taught that, in consequence of it, he should not 
regard them as unclean and profane, nor avoid 
them as unholy persons. The animals which 
had been exhibited to him, were symbols of hu¬ 
man beings, and, indeed, of all mankind, in so 
far as all the animals of the earth had been placed 
before his eyes. Hence the distinction between 
the clean and the unclean among men (according 
to the Levitical standard), that is to say, between 
Jews and Gentiles, was now to be brought to an end 
by God’s own cleansing interposition. The words 
h iavrtfi before dtiprApsi, at the same time, imply 
that Peter is now no longer in an ecstatic state, 
but has come to himself ,that is, he is restored to 
the regular and ordinary state both of conscious¬ 
ness in general, and also of self-consciousness. 

V«l 19-21. Behold,—men seek thee.— 
Peter was still absorbed in deep meditation on 
the meaning of the vision, when the messengers 
of Cornelius were already standing before the 
gate of the house and inquiring for him. [“ewt 
t. rvh., at the gate , see xii. 18; xiv. 18; only palaces 
had portals or vestibules, Matth. xxvi. 71.” (de 
Wette).—T r.]. He did not hear the voices of the 
strangers, but the Spirit of Christ informed him 
by an internal communication, that men were 
present who sought him; he is commanded to go 
down and unhesitatingly accompany them on 
their journey, since they had been sent by the 
Lord himself. [“ey6, ver. 20, emphatically; 
Chrysostom very properly here cal]s attention to 
the txpun (adj.) and the egovola of the Spirit.” 
(Meyer.)—T r. 1. If we should assume that while 
Peter was on the roof, he heard the call of the 
men, and had seen and recognized them as pa¬ 
gans, and should add other imaginary details (as 
Keander does [Hist, of the Planting , eto. VoL I. 
Sect. 1L ad. foe.]), we would do violence to the 
narrative, which traces the whole to supernatu¬ 


ral and not to natural causes. Two flights of 
stairs usually conducted to the roof, one in the 
interior of the house, and one on the street; 
Peter probably chose the latter, and, after pre¬ 
senting himself to the men, inquired respecting 
the object of their visit. 

Ver. 22, 23. And they said. —The descrip¬ 
tion which the messengers of Cornelius give of 
their master, when they reply, is worthy of notice, 
as peculiarly appropriate when proceeding from 
them. Instead of mre/Jfo ver. 2, we now have 
dtKaios, a term descriptive precisely of that trait 
of character, with which the dependants of the 
man would be best acquainted from experience. 
And when they state that the centurion enjoyed 
the esteem of all the Jews, the mention of this 
fact was eminently judicious, both in reference 
to themselves, who were pagans, it is true, but 
doubtless were favorably inclined to the Israel¬ 
ites, and also in reference to Peter, to whom they 
thus intended to recommend their master. The' 
term which, in the language of 

heathens, was applied to oracles and other sayings 
of the gods, is also well suited to the circum¬ 
stances, without having precisely a profane sound, 
when it occurs in the language of the New Tes¬ 
tament. [In the Sept, in the sense of divinum re - 
sponsum ao , oraculum edo. loquor , e. g., Jer. xxvi. 
2; xxx. 2; Job xl. 8 (Engl. ver. 8), etc. (Schleus- 
ner: Lexic . in LXX.).—In the N. T. Matth/ ii. 12; 
Hebr. viii. 6, etc. See Rob. Lex. N. T. ad verb. — 
Tr.]. The full explanation, moreover, which is 
connected with psrankp^a&dai, (and is designed 
indirectly to excuse Cornelius for not taking the 
trouble to come to Peter himself, but rather expect¬ 
ing the latter to seek him), corresponds fully to the 
situation.—Peter is himself a guest in this house, 

1 but he now introduces others, who are also lodged. 
The circumstance that he invites them as guests, 
before he journeys with them, is already a result 
of the revelation which bad been granted to him. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The revelation which Peter received in a 
vision, while he was in an ecstatic state, refers 
to missions among heathens. It was not specially 
intended to announce the abrogation of the Le¬ 
vitical laws of purification in favor of Judaeo- 
Christians; this view is contradicted by the whole 
historical connection in which the narrative 
stands, and by the nature of the causes and their 
results which it describes. Its immediate pur¬ 
pose was to remove positively and forever, by 
virtue of a divine decision, all scruples from the 
mind of Peter (comp. ver. 20, pgdhv SiaKptvdpsvoc), 
which might prevent him from establishing direct 
communications with Gentiles with a view to the 
preaching of the Gospel. For the conversion of 
Cornelius, which was at hand, by no means con¬ 
stituted the exclusive object of this communica¬ 
tion, which was rather intended to establish a 
certain principle. The apostles could never have 
doubted, in view of the prophecies of the Old 
Testament, and the express commands and pro¬ 
mises of Jesus, that pagans would be converted 
and enter into the kingdom of Christ, and, indeed, 
Peter himself already intimates the conversion of 
the Gentiles, in his address, ch. ii. 89, and sub- 
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sequently, oh. iii. 25, 26. But of the fact that 
heathens could be directly admitted into the 
church of Christ, the apostles had, as far as it 
appears, at this time no conception. They sup¬ 
posed, on the contrary, as we cannot doubt, that 
Gentiles could become Christians only on the 
condition that they previously united with the 
people of Israel, that is, that they would become 
incorporated with the people of God by circum¬ 
cision, and thus subject themselves to the Leviti- 
oal laws and the entire Mosaic system. It was 
precisely this prejudice which needed a refuta¬ 
tion, and which also received it by means of a 
divine revelation. The main import of this vision 
was, accordingly, no other than the following: 
‘ What God hath cleansed, that call not thou com¬ 
mon.’ (ver. 15). The many animals which Peter 
was permitted to see in the vision, were unques¬ 
tionably lowered down from heaven, and yet only 
that which is clean and good can descend from 
heaven. We have here a symbol of those pagans 
whom God himself has cleansed by the opera¬ 
tions of his grace, and placed in an acceptable 
state. The truth communicated by the vision 
refers primarily to the souls of pagans: this evi¬ 
dently appears, partly, from the language of 
Peter in ver. 28 flf.,—partly, from the concluding 
verses of the present chapter (according to which 
the Holy Ghost was poured out upon the Gentiles 
in the house of Cornelius, and their baptism oc¬ 
curred only after this act of God had been per¬ 
formed)—partly, from the course of argument 
adopted by Peter in ch. xi. 16-17—and, partly, 
from a later reference of the same apostle to this 
fact in ch. xv. 8 flf. (where Peter declares that 
God bore witness in favor of these heathen per¬ 
sons by giving them the Holy Ghost, without 
making any difference whatever between them 
and Israelites, inasmuch as he purified their 
hearts by faith, aadapioaq, comp, with a 6 debs 
hcaddpiae, of x. 15.). But the vision, neverthe¬ 
less, referred, at the same time, to the Levitical 
laws respecting meats and purification, although 
only in so far as it was necessary for the purpose 
of removing the scruples of conscience of devout 
Judseo-Christians with regard to social inter¬ 
course with devout heathens, and to the partak¬ 
ing of their food. The divine communication 
purported only, as it is obvious, that, for the sake 
of those persons whom God had cleansed, their 
articles of food should not be regarded as unclean, 
but it did not declare that, with respect to the 
people of Israel themselves, and even with re¬ 
spect to converted Israelites, the Mosaic laws in 
general, referring to meats, should at once be 
abolished. But in any case in which God him¬ 
self, the Holy One, has interposed with a cleans¬ 
ing influence, and declared that any object is 
well pleasing to him, man is not allowed to regard 
such object as still unclean and profane, or be¬ 
lieve it to be a duty to' avoid it altogether, and, 
for God’s sake, withdraw from it. 

2. The Spirit, ver. 19, 20, furnished the apostle 
with the interpretation of the mysterious appear¬ 
ance, by applying it practically to the men sent 
by Cornelius, who at that moment arrived with 
their message. The Spirit spoke to Peter, as 
previously to Philip (viii. 29), by an internal 
revelation and .impulse. But when the Spirit 
says: *1 have sent these men,’ he speaks not in 


Hie name, but in the name of God, who had, by 
his angel, commanded Cornelius to Bend mes¬ 
sengers to Joppa. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 1. There was a certain man in Ces- 
area. —The subject hitherto had been the found¬ 
ing of the Church in Judea, Galilee and Samaria, 
which was accomplished at first amid the baptism 
of fire of the Holy Ghost, and then amid the 
bloody baptism of martyrdom. This Church had 
enjoyed peace during a certain period, and now 
the second part of the great work assigned to it— 
the conversion of the Gentiles—was to begin. 
(K. H. Rieger).—Peter, who had first preached 
‘the word of reconciliation* [2 Cor. v. 19] to 
Israel, on the morning of the day of Pentecost, is 
now appointed by the Lord to proclaim salvation 
in Christ to the first fruits of the Gentiles in the 
house of Cornelius. (Leonh. and Sp.).— A cen¬ 
turion. —The common saying does not always 
apply: Nulla fidet pietatque viris, qui cattra u~ 
quuntur. The military profession in itself, and 
the fear of God, are not antagonistic, since the 
former is not against the rules established by 
Christ, but rather maintains internal peace, and 
protects against external aggression. But how 
little the soldiers of our day, in general, resemble 
the centurion! He was devout, and feared God, 
but they are often ungodly and unbelieving. He 
gave alms, but they often rob and plunder; he 
prayed always, but they utter such curses that 
heaven and earth might tremble. (Starke).— 
Cornelius, a Roman by birth and education, had, 
nevertheless, no heart for the gods of Rome; he 
was one of the children of Japheth, who, in the 
conquered tents of Shem, are themselves con¬ 
quered by the God of Shem. (Besser).—A hea¬ 
then, a Roman, a soldier, a centurion—all bar¬ 
riers, apparently, against divine grace, but it 
penetrated through them all. 

Ver. 2. A devout man, and one that 
feared Qod with all his house. —A house 
receives its greatest ornament, when the head 
and all the members of the family alike know 
and fear God, and when the former diligently 
instructs and encourages the latter. Gen. xviii 
19. (Starke ).-^Gave much alms - - - pray¬ 
ing to Goa.—There may have possibly been 
some dependence on works here; still, this man 
honestly endeavored to depart from unrighteous¬ 
ness, to serve God actively according to the 
measure of his knowledge (alms), and to make 
progress in the attainment of salvation (prayer). 
It would be wrong to reject the works of such 
people unconditionally, and put them on the 
same level with coarse pharisaic minds. We 
should indeed admonish them not to be satisfied 
with the mere effort to cease to do evil and learn 
to do well, since it is only by grace that God 
forgives sin and bestows salvation, but we should 
also take care that we do not reject the right 
use of the law, in as far as it is our schoolmaatei 
to bring us to Christ [Gal. iii. 24], and stiL 
constitutes a rule of life even for believers 
[From Ap. Past.]. 

Ver. 8. About the ninth hour of the day, 
an angel of Go$L — It was the hour of evening 
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prayer. Hours of prayer are truly hours of 
grace, when the angels of God are most of all 
prompt in coming. 

Yer. 4. Thy prayers and thine alms are 
come np. —Nothing ascends to God as a sweet 
savour, except that which came from him, was 
wrought by him, and was done for his sake. 
Phil. ii. 13. (Quesnel).— The acceptable sacri¬ 
fice* of the new covenant: L The prayer of faith; 
It The alms of lore. 

Via. 6. Send-to Joppa, and call for- 

Simon.—Not the angels, but the ordinary 
ministers of the word are the agents by whom 
we are conducted to regeneration and to faith. 
The good angels do not despise God's ordinance 
and servants, but direct men to seek them, and 
adhere to them; he who turns others away from 
them is not a good angel and messenger. 
(Starke).—The circumstance that Cornelius is 
commanded to call Peter, and that Peter is thus 
required to go to him, shows the more clearly 
that Cornelius did not turn to Judaism, but that 
the kingdom of God was turning to the Gentiles. 
(Rieger).—Unto every one that hath shall be 
given, and he shall have abundance [Mt. xxv. 
29]. We could wish that such would be the ex¬ 
perience of many a respectable family of our own 
times, in which religion, but yet no vital Chris¬ 
tianity is found, and wherein there dwell the fear 
of God and integrity, but not yet graoe and 
peace in Christ Jesus. 

Via. 6. He lodgeth with - - - a tanner.— 
The house of a tanner could adequately provide 
for Peter, but his present pretended successor 
[in Rome] would scarcely deem a palace suffi¬ 
cient (Rieger). 

Via. 7, 8. Called two of hie servants - 

declared all these things unto them - - - 
sent them. —Cornelius owed it to his devout 
and affectionate mode of governing his household, 
that he was now not at a loss for persons whom 
he could trust on such an occasion. What a be¬ 
coming confidential intercourse the fear of God 
can establish in a family! The greatest lord 
cannot secure the respect and love which the 
head of a family acquires, who devoutly rules his 
house. Even if this fact is not observed on ordi¬ 
nary occasions, it will be revealed in critical 
times. (Rieger). 

Yer. 9. Peter went up upon the house¬ 
top to pray. —When thou prayeBt,. enter into 
thy closet [Mt. vi. 6]: L That thou mayest not 
seek the praise of men; II. That thou mayest 
enjoy the blessing which solitude affords.— 
▲bout the sixth hour. —It was the quiet, 
dreamy hour, of which the ancients said: “ Pan 
sleep?." But the living God, who keepeth Israel, 
neither slumbers nor sleeps at this hour, but 
watches over his people, and listens to their prayer. 
And a faithful servant of God oan be wakeful in 
spirit even at this hour, and watch unto prayer [1 
Pet iv. 7].—The sixth hour, the mid-day hour of 
prayer, not only of the Jews, but also of the 
primitive Christians.— Fixed hours of prayer may 
lead to an abuse, if we regard prayer at any 
other tune as superfluous, and begin to observe 
thoie hours only as a matter of custom; but 
when they are wisely employed, they bring a 
*icb blessing with them; they remind us, when 
the clock strikes, of the duty of prayer, which 


we are apt to forget, and the thought: ‘Many 
are now praying with me,’ adds to the fervor of 
the devotions of the individual.— Prayer , the 
heavenly attendant of the Christian during the 
whole day: I. In the morning; II. At noon; III. 
In the evening [Ps. lv. 17]. 

Vrr. 10. He became very hungry. —We 
enjoy the temporal gifts of God in a proper man¬ 
ner, only when we have previously, like Peter, 
in faith opened the mouth in prayer to God; 
while we thus partake of them, we taste and 
see that the Lord is good [Ps. xxxiv. 8]. Our 
God is, and ever remains, our best host (Ap. 
Past.).— While they made ready, he fell 
into a trance. —The wants of the body must 
remain silent, when a revelation from heaven is 
given. Thus, about the same hour of noon, when 
the disciples brought food to Jesus, as he sat at 
Jacob's well, he said: “My meat is to do the 
will of him that sent me, etc.” [John iv. 6, 8, 84], 
and Paul says: “lam instructed both to be ftul 
and to be hungry.” Phil. iv. 12. 

Ver. 11-18. And saw heaven opened. — 
This vision was intended to teaoh the apostle 
that heathens also should be partakers of the 
grace of the gospel. The Lord had, it is true, 
commanded his apostles, already at his ascen¬ 
sion, to go into all the world, and make disciples 
of all nations; but the old prejudice that the 
Jews enjoyed the preference, and that t pagans 
could attain to baptism only through circum¬ 
cision, and to Christianity only through Judaism, 
was so deeply rooted in the heart of Peter, that 
a special revelation was needed, in order to re¬ 
move it. (From Ap. Past.).— Kill, and ©at. — 
If we desire to “eat,” that is, to enjoy the plea¬ 
sures which our office affords, we must not re¬ 
fuse to “ kill,” that is, to endure those things 
that are burdensome to flesh and blood. First, 
work, then enjoyment; first, repentance, then 
grace. (From Ap. Past.). 

Yer. 14. But Peter said, Not ao, Lord.— 
The same Peter who, on a previous occasion 
[John xiii. 6 ff.], would not consent that the 
Lord should wash his sinful servant’s feet, can¬ 
not even n w believe that He is able to cleanse 
that which was unclean according to Jewish 
principles. On both occasions, the same doubts 
appear respecting the condescension of divine 
love, and the all-sufficiency of divine grace.— 
The best persons are often so much attached to 
externals and to oeremonies, that they do not at 
once abandon them, even when they receive a 
divine* command. (Starke).—Nevertheless, the 
Christian should watch over his heart, as the 
Jew watches over his mouth! Let nothing that 
is unclean, ente r into it. (Quesnel). 

Yer. 15. What God hath cleansed, that 
call not thou common. —These words, I. 
Rebuke that legal timidity , which regards much 
as unclean in nature, in social life, in art and 
science, that God, nevertheless, designs to sanc¬ 
tify by his Spirit, and render useful in his king¬ 
dom. II. They rebuke that pride t and that car¬ 
nal delicateness , which, either haughtily or 
effeminately, avoid all contact with sinners, and 
all condescension to the weak, who are, never¬ 
theless, included in the mercy of God, and are 
also to be prepared for his kingdom.—What God 
hath cleansed, that call not thou common; but, 
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again, call not that clean, which is common in 
the eyes of God!—Although the distinction which 
God had made, in the ceremonial law, between 
things clean and unclean, has been abolished, so 
that in the new covenant all things are pure to 
the pure [Tit. i. 15], the distinction which God 
has made in the moral law between things clean 
and unclean, nevertheless remains in force. We 
are not permitted to call light darkness, but, at 
the same time, we are not permitted to call dark¬ 
ness light. A pastor especially, should manifest 
a holy zeal against all that is unclean, whether 
it be found in himself or in others. Even the 
converted are to be thus addressed: * Touch not 
any unclean thing; lay apart all filthiness [Jam. i. 
21] ; let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God.* [2 Cor. vii. 11. (Ap. Past.). 

Van. 16. This was done thrioe.—What 
manifold means God must employ, before his 
servants fully understand him! So, too, the 
servants of Christ must persevere in teaching 
and exhorting, and not grow weary of the frequent 
repetition of the same truth. It is even yet ne¬ 
cessary that the vision of Peter should continually 
be presented to us anew, for doctrine, for re¬ 
proof, for comfort and exhortation.— The sheet knit 
at the four comers , or, ‘God hath concluded all 
in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all ’ 
[Rom. £i. 32].—All manner of beasts in Noah’s 
ark, and all manner of beasts in the vessel de¬ 
scending from heaven—two majestio images of 
the universality of saving grace.— What God 
hath cleansed , that call not thou common —a royal 
manifesto of evangelical liberty and grace, di¬ 
rected, 1. Against Jewish traditions; II. Against 
a Pharisaic pride of caste; III. Against the 
monkish flight from the world (contempt of mar¬ 
riage, etc.); IV. Against puritanical censorious¬ 
ness.— The vision of Peter on the housetop , a 
mirror for missions among the heathen , showing, 
I. Their heavenly origin, ver. 11; II. Their 
vast field, ver 12; III. The severe labor, ver. 
13; IV. The doubts and difficulties attending 
them, ver. 14; V. The divine promise bestowed 
on them, ver. 16. 

Ver. 17. Now while Peter doubted in 
himself. —We should neither accept nor reject 
any professed revelation of divine things, or in¬ 
spiration, without due investigation. (Starke).— 
Behold, the men - - - stood before the 
gate. —The concurrence of internal suggestions 
and external events, often unfolds to us the will 
of God. (Rieger). 

Ver. 18. Called and asked, etc.—So wisely 
does God direct and govern all things, that they 
call, who are themselves to be called; comp. 
Acts xvi. 9. (Starke). 

Ver. 19, 20. While Peter thought on the 
vision, the Spirit said unto him, etc.— 
Light is given to him who is upright, and seeks 
God in simplicity of heart. (Quesn.l.— Doubt¬ 
ing nothing. —When the Spirit or God calls, 
we must promptly engage in labors from which 
our flesh and blood instinctively shrink. (Starke). 

Ver. 21. Behold, I am he whom ye seek.— 
Thus speaks a faithful servant of Him, who him¬ 
self says: ‘If ye seek me with all the heart, I 
will be found of you.’ [Jer. xxix. 18,14].—And 
even if they are strangers, who call that servant, 


if their call is unwelcome, and if he is asked to 
go forth at night on a dangerous road, he does 
not delay, when the call is addressed to him in 
the name of the Lord. 

Ver. 22. They said, Cornelius the centu¬ 
rion, a just man, etc. — The love with which 
these servants speak of their master, is an honor¬ 
able testimony for them too, as well as for 
him.— And to hear words of thee. —Corne¬ 
lius was to hear the words of Peter, not to see 
miracles wrought by him. The chief business of 
a pastor or teacher consists in preaching the 
word. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 23. Then called be them in. — We 
ought to do good to them that have obtained like 
precious faith with us [2 Pet. i. 1]; and a bishop, 
especially, should be sober, of good behavior, 
and given to hospitality. 1 Tim. iii. 2. (Starke). 

On the whole section. — The best family 
government; when it is, I. Founded on the fear of 
God (when the head of the family is an example 
for all its members); II. Administered in love 
(which frees every command from harshness, 
and every service from bitterness of feeling).— 
The faithful head of a family; he is, I. In the pre¬ 
sence of Qod, a devout household priest; II. In 
the bosom of the family, an affectionate father; 
IIL To those without, a generous host.— The 
house that fears God, the abode of his blessing: I. 
Above the house heaven is opened; prayers as¬ 
cend, God’s angels enter in; II. In the house 
dwell order and love; the same spirit in the old 
and the young, in those that rule, and those that 
obey; III. From the house a blessing proceeds; 
it confers temporal benefits, and affords an edi¬ 
fying example.— The house of the pagan Cornelius , 
a model and a rebuke for many a Christian house: 
I. In the former, the fear of God, and prayer— 
in the latter, life without God and prayer; II. 
In the former, union and love among all the in¬ 
mates—in the latter, coldness and indifference, 
or strife and enmity; III. In the former, libe¬ 
rality and mercy—in the latter, avarice, or love 
of pleasure; IV. In the former, the Lord’s angels 
of blessing, and the salvation of heaven—in the 
latter, a curse on the house, and temporal and 
eternal destruction.— The messengers of Cornelius 
the centurion , standing at Peter's door t or, Proud 
paganism humbly knocking at the gates of 
Christ’s kingdom of grace: L The great gulf 
which waq to be passed—Roman pride, and 
Jewish prejudice; II. The heavenly power 
which opened the way—in the case of the centu¬ 
rion, the drawing of the Father to the Son [John 
vi. 44]; in the case of the apostle, the Spirit of 
truth who maketh free [John viii. 32; xvi. 13], 
and the constraining love of Christ [2 Cor. v. 
14]; III. The happy meeting—the humble re¬ 
quest of the messengers, and the kind reception 
given by Peter.— The message sent from Cesarea to 
Joppa: I. An evidence of the poverty of hea¬ 
thenism ; II. An honorable testimonial for the 
Gospel; III. A glorious witness to the wonderful 
love and power of God, “ who will have all men 
to be saved, etc.” [1 Tim. ii. 4].— [The religious 
character of Cornelius: I. “A Centurion” (tom* 
poral occupations—their consistency with re¬ 
ligion); II. A “devout man” (natureof devouj- 

ness—in the mind, heart, conscience, willt 
walk); III. “Feareth God” (fear of God-na- 
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tore, origin, influence); IV. “With all his 
house” (family religion—how maintained); V. 
“Gave much alms to the people” (practical 
illustrations of a devout spirit—objects of bene- 
Tolence); VI. “ Praying to God always” (perse¬ 
vering prayer, the medium of communication 
with the source of life); VII. What lacked he yet f 


(Mt. xix. 20; Mark x. 21, “Jesus loved him”; 
Luke xviii. 22: “yet lackest thou one thing”.) 
The subsequent narrative shows that the centu¬ 
rion yet lacked, externally, personal union with 
the church; internally, a knowledge of, and a 
living faith in, the crucified and exalted Re¬ 
deemer.—T b.] 


j ID. Peter accompanies the messengers to Cesarea t and , after being informed of the revelation which Cor¬ 
nelius had received , preaches the gospel of Jesus Christ in his house ; and , as the Holy Ghost was im¬ 
mediately poured out upon the Gentile hearers , he at once directs that they should be baptized. 

Chapter X. 286-48. 

236 And {But] on the morrow [next day! Peter [he (ora. Peter) arose and] 1 went 
away [forth] with them, and certain [of the] brethren from Joppa accompanied him. 

24 *And the morrow [on the day] after they [he]* entered into Cesarea. And Corne¬ 
lius waited for them, and had called together his kinsmen [relatives] and near [inti- 

25 mate] friends. *And as Peter was coming in*, Cornelius met him, and fell down at 

26 his feet, and worshipped him [ora. him]. *But Peter took [raised] him up, saying, 

27 Stand up; I myself also am a man. *And as he talked with him [And amid friendly 

28 converse], he went in, and found many that were [had] come together. *And he 
[; andjj said unto them, Ye kuow how that it is an unlawful thing [Ye know how un¬ 
lawful it is] for a man that is a Jew to keep company [to attach himself] or come [go] 
unto one of another nation [unto a foreigner]; but God hath shewed me that I should 

29 not call any man common or unclean. *Therefore [also, xal] came I unto you [ora. 
unto you] without gainsaying [objection], as soon as [when] I was sent for : I ask 

30 therefore for what intent [on what account] ye have sent for me ? *And Cornelius 
said, Four days ago I was fasting 4 until this hqur; and at the ninth hour I prayed in 
my house, and, behold, a man stood before me in [a] bright clothing [garment^, 

31 *And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in remembrance m 

32 the sight of [are remembered before] God. *Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither 
Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is lodged [lodges] in the house of one Simon a 
tanner [of the tanner Simon] by the sea side [by the sea] ; who, when he cometh, 

33 shall [will] speak unto thee. 6 *Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast 
weH done that thou art [hast] come. Now therefore are we all here present before 

34 God 6 , to hear all things that are commanded thee of God [by the Lord] 7 . *Then 
Peter opened his mouth, and said, [:] 

Of a truth [In truth] I perceive [comprehend] that God is no respecter of persons: 

35 *But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with 

36 [acceptable to] him. *The word which* God [he] sent unto the children of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) [ora. parenthetical marks.'] 

37 *That word, I say [That] ye know, which was published [took place] throughout all 
Judea, and began [beginning] 9 from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; 

38 *How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth [Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed him] 
with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went abont doing gctod, and healing all 

39 that were oppressed of [overpowered by] the devil; for God was with him. *And we 
are 16 witnesses of all things which he did both [ora. both] in the land of the Jews, and 
in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree [whom they also hanged 

40 on the wood (cross) and slew]: *Him God raised up [on] the third day, and shewed 

41 him openly [and made him manifest]; *Not to all the people, but unto witnesses 
chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat- and drink with nim after he rose from 

42 the dead. *And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it 
is he which [he himself who] 11 was ordained of [appointed by] God to he the [a] 

43 Judge of quick [the living] and [the] dead. *To him [To this one] give all the pro- 
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phets witness, that through his name whosoever [every one who] believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins. 

44 *While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which [all 

45 who] heard the word [discourse]. *And they of the circumcision which believed 
[And the believers who were of the circumcision] were astonished, [ here cm. were 
astonished] as many as caine with Peter, [were astonished,] because [cm. because] 

46 that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. *For they 

47 heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, *Can any 
man forbid [the] water, that these should not be baptized, which [who] have received the 

48 Holy Ghost as well as we ? * And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 
the Lord. 1 * Then prayed [besought] they him to tarry certain [some] days. 

1 Ver. 23. The reading o Ilcrpof [text, rec.) after dvajrrds, [before l£$A0e], 1* hut feebly supported [by E; without «m- 
<rrav. by O. If. as in text, rec .]: the proper name was, without doubt, inserted here, merely because one of the ecclesiastical 
reading-lessons began at this place, [dvaarde , omitted in text, rec ., is substituted by Loch. Tisch. and Alf. for o Her-, in ac¬ 
cordance with A. B. C. D. Vulg. and Cod. Sin.— rip, of text. rec. before 'lowing, is omitted by recent editors in accordance 
with A. B. C. D. E. O. Cod. Sin.—T r.] 

9 Ver. 24. The singular ctcqAtfcv, and the plural ctfqAffov, are, respectively, supported by authorities of very nearly 
the same weight [the former by B. D.; the latter by A. C. (— Bav. C.) E. G. H.l. The plural is more probably the later cor¬ 
rection, as plural forms, <rvry\6ov [ver. 23], and avrovc [ver. 241 preceded and followed this word; hence Inch, and Tfeck. 
have very properly preferred the singular. [Alf. retains the plural of text. rec. —Koi, at the beginning of the verse, in G. 
If. and text. rec. is omitted by A. B. C. D. E., and by Lach. Tisch. and Alf.; all these, with Ood. Sin. and Vulg. (autem), read 
Tjj 34 4w.—Tn.l 

* Ver. 25. We have an example of the embellishments which, even in the ancient manuscripts, were already affixed 
to this narrative, in the following addition, found in Codex Ckmtuhrigienn* for, Bezae, marked D.], of the sixth century, and 
also in the Syriac version In the margin:—wpof«yyt£ovrof 3* row llirpov cic ttjv Kaurdpeiar vpodpapW cfc twp dovAwr ite 
ca4>ri<r*v wapuyeyovivax axrr'ov • 6 34 KopmjAiOf ixirtfS^aas teal <ruvavnj*af avr<p i t*oi*v wpbt rove su3ae wpoeexvmf<rtv evrbr. 
[Bornemann has adopted this apocryphal passage In place of the usual text. (Meyer).—row before ctvcAfetv is omitted 
by If. and in text. rec., but is found in A. B. C. E. Q., Cod. Sin. and some fathers, and is adopted by Lach. Tisch. and Alf.—Tt] 

4 Ver. 30. Lachmann, in accordance with some MSS. [A (original).B. C. also Cod. Sin.] and versions [Vulg. etc.], omits 
rrfcrtvmv «ai [of text, rec .]; this reading is, however, sufficiently attested [A (corrected).D. E. H], and was probably omit¬ 
ted merely because ./iwfiny is not mentioned in ver. 2. [Retained by Tisch. and Alf.].—wpa* after iwarviv is supported by 
only one MS. [if. Vulg.], and should be cancelled. [Omitted in A. B. C. D. and by Lach. Tisch. and All-Cod. Sin. omits both 
nprrcvwr xai, and, wpav.— 1 Tr.] 

* Ver. 32. The words 8? vapay erdfieros XaXrjati trot, [of text, rec.] are wanting in A. B. [and Cod. 8tn.], In some minus¬ 
cules, and versions [Vulg.], but are sufficiently attested [by C. D. K. G. H.], and were omitted only because they do not 
occur in the parallel verse 6. [Omitted by Lach., but retained by Tisch. ana Alf.—T r.] 

• Ver. 33. a. The reading ivdtviAv <rov, in place of row 0«ov, is certainly supported too feebly by the authorities [D. Syr. 
Vulg.], to authorise us to concur with Grieebach [and Bornemann] iu preferring it, particularly as wow seemed better suited 
to the circumstances, and is therefore the easier reading, [rov 0cov of text rec. with Cod. Sin. etc. Is retained by Lach. 
Tisch. and Alf., with whom de Wette and Meyer concur.—Tr.] 

f Ver 33. b. an6 is better supported than inr6 [of text. rec. with G. H.]; the latter seemed to be rather recommended by 
grammatical principles [corap. Winer, Gram. N. T. ? 47, 5. b. and foot notes.—dwd, in A. C. D. and adopted by Lach. Tisch. 
and Alf.—Cod. Sin. orig.: viro, corrected: aa-o].—«vpiov [at the end of the verse] Is far more strongly attested than #«v. 
[The former In A. B. C. E^Cod. Sin. Vulg. anti by Lach. and Tisch.; the latter (text, rec.) in D. G. It. Syr. and by Alt; Cod. 
Bln. reads i/w6 (corrected and) row icvpiov. —Tr.] 

9 Ver. 36. Lachmann, who follows the authority of A. B., and some versions [Vnlg. etc.], omits or after Aoyor, but the 
word is decisively attested, and was probably omitted only in order to simplify the construction of the sentence, [or in C. 
D. B. G. If. Cod. Sin. (orig.) and by Tisch. and Alf.—See Exbq. note below.—T r.1 

• Ver. 37. apfdfieroy [of text. rec. from B (e nil). G.] is sustained by fewer MBS. than dptdjievoe, it is true [the latter oc¬ 

curring in A. C. D. E. H. and Cod. Sin.], but it is, nevertheless, the genuine reading [so Alf.]; the nominative [preferred 
by Laclim.] does not suit the construction. [Comp. Luko xxiv. 47, where text. rec. and Lach., following A. C (corrected).?. 
K. M. U. A., read dpfdutvov, but Alf. and Tisch., following B. C (original). L. N. X., read—rot, while D. exhibits— tmt; 
see Wince : Gr. N. T. { 32. 7.—y dp is appended to ap(. by A. D. Vulg. (earn) and some fathers, but is not found in Oo«L 
Sin.—T r.] \ 

w Ver. 344. l<rpir after tyielc. Is, without doubt, spurious. [Found In G. H., but omitted In A. B. C. D. E. Cod. Sin. and 
by recent editors.—sat before arelAor is omitted in text, rec., bnt is inserted by Lach. Tisch. and Alf. from A. B. 0. D. B. G. 
H. and Cod. Sin.— 1 Tr.] 

u Ver. 42. The authorities, as far as the number is concerned [B. C. D. E. G.] support o3rov [after 8rt], instead of avrdr 
[of text, rec., and which occurs in A. H. Cod. Sin. many fathers, and is adopted by Alf.]; the former has, accordingly, been 
preferred by Lach., but as it is regularly exhibited in the context, copyists supposed that it should be employed here also. 

u Ver. 48. rov icyptov [of text. rec .7 Is, without doubt, the original reading [adopted by Alf. from G. H.]; some mass- 
scripts append, 'I^orov Xpurrov, or exhibit this name without rov k vp. [as A. B. K. adopted by Lach. The Cod. Sin. reads; 
vpoterafe oe avrot* (dative) ev r» ovo/a. Iij<r. Xp. /SavTurtbjvai.—T r.] 

EXEOETICAL AND CRITICAL. that the fourth day (rer. 80) 

after the intimation whioh Cornelius had re- 
Ver. 286. On the morrow [next day, he ceived from the angel. 

(Peter) arose].—Peter waited until the next Ver. 24. And Cornelias waited for them, 
morning before he departed with the messengers —He could easily calculate that they would ar- 
of Cornelius, who, doubtless, needed some hours rive on this day, and awaited, with deep interest 
of repose. Six men, who belonged to the Chris- and reverence, the appearance of the apostle with 
tian congregation in Joppa, and whose precise his own messengers (avrofcc). He had, besides, 
number Luke afterwards states, in ch. xi. 12, in view of such a highly valued visit, which God 
voluntarily accompanied him; they were, possi- had arranged, invited both his relatives and also 
bly, encouraged by the apostle himself to do so. certain intimate friends, all of whom, without 
They accordingly constituted a small caravan of doubt, entertained sentiments resembling his 
ten men. But they required more than one day own, and were susceptible of religious impres- 
in order to complete a journey of thirty Roman sions. The centurion could, therefore, truly say 
miles [see above, Exeg. ver. 9. a. —Tr.], and, (ver. 88); ‘ We are present before God, whom we 
consequently, did not reaoh Cesarea until the remember, and to whom we devoutly look up.’—* 
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When, therefore, Peter and his nine travelling 
companions arrived, they found not only the en¬ 
tire household (ver. 2) of Cornelius, but also 
many relatives and friends assembled, who al¬ 
ready formed quite a numerous household con¬ 
gregation. 

Via. 25, 26. And as Peter was coming 

in, namely, into the house of Cornelius (iykvero 
rov ei^tAdelv; this phrase is analogous to the 
Hebrew, but unprecedented in this form.). [For 
rov see note 8 above, appended to the text. 
“T ov is critically sustained, but cannot be com¬ 
pared with the usus loquendi mentioned by Gese- 
nius ( Lehrgeb . p. 788 f.), as the phraseology 
would in that case be: iytv. 6 IIrr. rov et$eM)elv. 
We have here a case in which the use of the 
infin. with rov is carried- beyond all bounds, etc. 
Boroem. declares the whole clause to be spurious, 
etc.” (Wineb: Gram. N. T. J 44. 4. ult. 6th ed., 
p. 293.). “We cannot admit of any comparison 

with the Hebrew (‘the sun was on 

r • :■ ' 

the point of setting/ Rodiger's Ges mitts, { 132. 3. 
Obs. 1.), Gen. xv. 12, (Gbs. Lehrg. p. 787), as 

here does not stand absolutely, but is at¬ 

tended by its nominative, and as, moreover, the 
Sept, never imitates this and similar phrases by 
employing hykvtro rov, etc.” (Meyer, ad loe .).— 
Ta.]. The master of the house went forward 
and met Peter, showing him the utmost respect, 
and even offering worship, in the proper sense, 
by prostrating himself; this act was, strictly 
speaking, equivalent to that of divine adoration. 
(The term employed is TrposeKbvrjoev, but the ob¬ 
ject itself, namely, avr6v y is not mentioned, from 
monotheistic delicaoy.). [“Non addit Lucas, 
etm.Euphemia.” (Bengel.).—Ta.]. The spurious 
addition to ver. 25 (see above, note 8, appended 
to the text) is remarkable; according to this 
statement, Cornelius does not await the apostle 
in his own dwelling, and meet him there, but, on 
being informed by a servant that Peter is ap¬ 
proaching the city, he leaves his house and meets 
him on the way. Such a statement frees the 
narrator from anv embarrassment which he 
might be supposed to feel in saying, in direct 
terms, rrpoceKinnjaev airr6v .—The Roman regards 
Peter as an ambassador of God, and does not 
hesitate to pay him divine honor, which act may 
have been facilitated by the pagan practice of 
deifying men. But Peter, who did not for one 
moment tolerate such idolatrous honors, directed 
him to arise, and raised him up, since he, too, 
(Kcryi) avrdf) was, like Cornelius, simply a human 
being. 

Vaa. 27. And as he talked with him, he 
(Peter) went in, that is, into the apartment in 
which those whom Cornelius had invited, were 
assembled.—The same word UlgeX-delv, 
occurs both in ver. 25 and nere, without any 
specification; in the former case it refers to Pe¬ 
ter’s entrance into the house, in the latter, to his 
entrance into a certain apartment. The apostle 
here found a large number of persons assembled 
ho?Mx )—a large field white already to harvest 
[John iv. 85]. 

Vee. 28, 29. Te know, etc.—Peter at once 
addresses, in general terms, the persons whom 


he finds assembled, and, while he speaks very 
frankly of his appearance in the house of a pa¬ 
gan, desires them to state the reason for which 
they bad called him. He does not question Cor¬ 
nelius in particular, but addresses all who are 
present, and seemingly assumes that all enter¬ 
tained the same sentiments, and that the centu¬ 
rion had sent for him in the name of all. He 
premises that they are doubtless aware that a 
Jew ought not to enter into such relations with a 
foreigner (in a spirit of forbearance employing 
the word alJsifvhf) rather than the term heathen ), as 
to become intimately connected with him (koX- 
Xacr&at), to come to him, or to enter his house. 
'A&tfiiTov is nefas , not allowed; the forms adtpioToq 
and adiptroq are used interchangeably, even in 
classical Greek.—The Mosaic law does not con¬ 
tain a direct and literal prohibition of this kind, 
nor does it agree in spirit with such a principle. 
But rabbinical Judaism did unquestionably carry 
the principle of separation to such an extreme, 
as to decree: Prohibitum est Judseo solum esse cum 
Ethnico , ttinetari cum Ethnico , etc. LiaHTfOOT: 
Horse Hebr. ad Matth . xviii. 17. And we have 
an evidence of this in the fact that, in the age of 
Jesus, the Jews believed that they became Leviti- 
cally unclean by entering the house of a heathen; 
see John xviii. 28. There were, no doubt, ex¬ 
ceptions to this rule, but Peter is speaking of the 
custom and the established rule. He declares, 
however, at the same time that God had shewed 
him (Ided-cv denoting the symbolical but distinct 
vision) that he was not at liberty to call any man 
common or unclean, or treat him as such, and 
avoid him (hvdpamov being used with an emphasis 
indicating and establishing the principle of tmt- 
vcrsality [as the antithesis of particularism , or a 
particular regard for the chosen people.—Ta.]). 
In obedience to the divine directions—he adds— 
he had offered no objections, but had come at 
once, as soon as the call had reached him. He 
now desires to receive a more precise statement 
than the messengers had given him (ver. 22), of 
the motive of his hearers when they sent the in¬ 
vitation. [Koa’<5f, ceremonially unclean , defiled; 
comp. Mark vii. 2, and the verb, Mark vii. 15, 
and Mt. xv. 11.—Ta.] 

Vaa. 80-33. Pour days ago I waa fast¬ 
ing. —Cornelius first gives a detailed account of 
the instructions which he had received, from the 
angel, and then requests Peter to communicate 
to him and his assembled friends, all that he, as 
a messenger of God, had been commissioned to 
say, ver. 80-83. The language: an-d rerdprix 
fyikpaq ykxp* rairn^ nfr hpas, has been differently 
interpreted, both with respect to the terminus a 
quo and to the terminus ad quern, (a.) ’And rer. Jjp. 
cannot mean: on the fourth day previously , that 
is, four days before the appearance of the angel 
(de Wette, Neander), for, in that case, the diy 
itself, which had become so important, would 
not be specified at alL The sense can only be 
the following: quarto abhtnc die, four days ago , 
reckoned back from to-day; an analogous mode 
of expression, referring to measures of distance, 
occurs in John xi. 18; xxi. 8; Rev. xiv. 20. This 
is the interpretation which Chrysostom had al¬ 
ready given to the passage, and it has since been 
generally adopted. (6). The terminus ad quem: 
fdxP 1 TatoiK TVS does not mean : until to-day 
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and the present hour (Bengel), for Cornelius does 
not intend to relate any circumstances that oc¬ 
curred between the appearance of the angel and 
the arrival of Peter, but refers exclusively to 
that day and its great event—the appearance of 
the angel; and, indeed, if the former had been 
the sense, ?/yqv [which cannot possibly reach to 
the present time (Alf.)l would not have been em¬ 
ployed.—But Cornelius describes not only the 
time in which the angel appeared to him, but 
also the condition and state of preparation in 
which he was, precisely at that time. He was 
fasting and praying—he says—when, about th4 
ninth hour [the same hour of the day as the one 
in which he was then addressing Peter, raim/c] an 
angel, clothed with a bright garment, suddenly 
stood before him, and delivered the message that 
God had heard his prayer, and graciously re¬ 
membered his alms [here, unlike ver. 4. each 
noun has its proper verb. (Alf.).—T r.]. Corne¬ 
lius adds that the angel had instructed him to 
send to Joppa for Peter, who would speak to him, 
that is, instruct him, in the name of God; he 
concludes with the remark that all were now pre¬ 
sent, looking up to God, and ready to listen de¬ 
voutly to all that Peter should say to them in 
accordance with the divine command. 

Vbr. 34.— Then Peter opened his mouth; 
these words [as in viii. 85] inform us, with great 
solemnity, that the following address contains 
important truths. The address itself, consists of 
three parts: 1. The introduction, ver. 34. 35, 
stating that all men, without regard to nation&l 
distinctions, may alike be received into the king¬ 
dom of God, provided that they fear Him, and 
do that which is right; 2. A brief exhibition of 
the life and work of Jesus, extending to the 
judgment, ver. 85-42; 3. The assurance, sup¬ 
ported by the prophetic word, that through 
Christ, every one who believes in him, shall re¬ 
ceive remission of sins, ver. 43. 

Vbr. 35.—Of \ truth I perceive [In truth, 
I comprehend].—’E a-* abj&eiae; truth is the foun¬ 
dation, [c7rt, Winer, Gram, j 47.5. g.—Tn.] so that 
Peter’s knowledge rests on the truth, and, indeed 
is truth. KaraXa/i/3dvo, act. means, at times, to 
convict , since he who conviots the guilty person, 
as it were obstrictum tenet; KaraXafiJavouaL, pass., 
means: / ant convicted , convinced , intellectually 
overpowered by the force of the facts and testi¬ 
mony, i. e. f I recognize and comprehend that God 
does not act with partiality, in choosing men 
for his kingdom. See below, Dootr. and Eth. 
No. 2. 

Ver. 86-88. The word. —The construction, 
in these three verses, in which Peter assumes 
that the principal facts in the life of Jesus, arc 
not entirely unknown to his hearers, is somewhat 
loose. There are three successive introductory 
clauses [accusatives], to every one of which 
vpeig ottart belong, as the governing words. The 
object which the hearers already know in gen¬ 
eral, is specified in a threefold manner: (a) as 
the word of a certain message from God, rbv 
Wyov etc. ver. 36; ( h ) as an historical event , rb 
yevbpevov }djpa etc. ver. 87; (c) as the personality 
of Jesus of Nazareth, 'I rjaolv rbv etc. ver. 38. 
[This is the view of Meyer, who says: 41 ovroc - - 
Kbpioc is parenthetical. For Peter has already 
vfieif cidare in his mind, when he says rbv Myov, 


but he interrupts himself by introducing the 
words: ovrof - - icOptoq. He then resumes the 
thought of ver. 36, and amplifies it, but now at 
once introduces bfieif otdare , and then connects 
his further remarks, by saying 'h/oovv r. a. Na£., 
which words are in apposition.”— Tr.]. We 
have here undeniably a climax. Peter presup¬ 
poses that although his hearers are pagans, they 
could not be entirely unacquainted with the his¬ 
tory of Jesus, in view of their residence in Ceea- 
rea, and of their religious sentiments and sus¬ 
ceptibilities. Hence, as he assumes, they must 
have had a certain amount of knowledge respect¬ 
ing this history, in three respects: (a) as a word, 
which concerned the Israelites; (5) as an event 
in the country in which they themselves resided; 
(c) lastly, as the appearance of the divine per¬ 
sonality of Jesus of Nazareth. With regard to 
grammatical points, there is no reason for con¬ 
necting rbv Wryov of ver. 86 in the same construc¬ 
tion with ver. 34 if., and making it dependent on 
KaraXaUfSbvoyai, as Tischendorf does, who places 
a oomma after karl in ver. 85, which is also done 
by de Wette, Baumgarten, Lange [and Alford, 
while Knapp, Lachman and Stier place a Bill 
stop there, in accordance with Meyer.— Tr.L 
This construction [r. Wry. dependent on jcotoX] 
cannot possibly be adopted, without offering vio¬ 
lence to the whole, whereas the construction, ac¬ 
cording *to which Myov f farjfta, ’I rjaovv, depend on 
airfare, although exhibiting an accumulation and 
pressure of clauses, nevertheless corresponds 
Billy to the highly excited emotions and senti¬ 
ments, which, at the moment, control the soul of 
the speaker. In this manner we explain the inter¬ 
mediate clause [ (< parenthesis,” Wiser, \ 62. 8. 
ult.; {63.2. d. —Tr.]: ovro^eari n&vruv tcbpmc; when 
Peter mentions the name of Jesus for the first 
time in the presence of these hearers, he feels 
himself constrained to testify that Hx is a Lord 
over all (irdvruv, not neuter , but masculine), name¬ 
ly, over Gentiles as well as Jews; he is especially 
led to add these words, as he said that the glad 
tidingB [ evayy .] of peaoe (salvation), proclaimed 
through Jesus, had been sent by God to the 
Israelites. He does not wish that the Gentiles 
should suppose that they were less favored, and 
therefore declares that the Prophet through 
whom God proclaimed this message of peace, was, 
at the same time a Lord over alt men. He pro¬ 
ceeds, in ver. 88, to speak of Jesus personally, 
as mentioned above, and describes both his ter¬ 
restrial origin (6 arrb No£.), and also his celestial 
endowment with the Holy Ghost and power 
(ixgtaev eto. being intended to explain the name 
Xgurrdg in ver. 36), in consequence of which he 
performed healing and redeeming works; the 
concluding words of ver. 88, describe his intimate 
union and fellowship-with God.—K aradwaareiMs 
is: potcntia mea opprimo , tyrannidem exerceo in ali- 
quem. 

Vbr. 39-41. And we are witnesses.— In 
ver. 89 ff., Peter speaks of the death and resur¬ 
rection of Jesus, of his commands which were 
addressed to the apostles, and of his future re¬ 
turn to judg uent. 'The word k al between bv and 
aveiXov [see above, note 10, appended to the text], 
can scarcely be supposed to indicate the other 
persecutions to which Jesus had been exposed, 
and which were followed by his crucifixion 
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(Meyer), bat is probably introduced merely for 
the reason that an additional leading fact in the 
history is next stated—his death on the cross, 
followed by his resurrection. [De Wette and 
Winer (Gram. \ 66. 8. ult.) assign to it the force 
of etiam or adeo. —Tb.]. The words fidgrvai, etc. 
Ter. 411 imply that the witness concerning 
esus referred preeminently to his resurrection, 
and it is precisely to this point that the interme¬ 
diate clause: otrivcs aw£<pdyo[iev y etc. alludes. This 
latter elause is not, with Bengel, to be extended 
to the three years of the public ministry of Jesus, 
but is to be restricted to the forty days which 
intervened between his resurrection and ascen¬ 
sion; for the circumstance that the disciples did 
eat and drink with the Risen One [Lu. xxiy: 41- 
43; John xxi. 12-15], .qualified them to bear 
witness from personal knowledge, concerning 
the actual, dorporeol life of the Saviour after his 
resurrection. The choice of the apostles or wit¬ 
nesses [srpo in 7rrpojccgap., referring to their early 
appointment as future witnesses of the resurrec¬ 
tion (Meyer)], is here ascribed by Peter to the 
Lord, inasmuch as the oall which they received 
through Jesus, was a choice made by Qod him¬ 
self. 

Ykr. 42, 48. And he commanded us. — 
The nominative of nap/fjyyeO^v seems to be Jesus, 
rather than God. The last commission which 
the risen Redeemer gave to the apoBtles, required 
them, 1. to proclaim to the people of Israel (6 
}m6g, the Jewish people) and, 2. to testify (name¬ 
ly, to all men, without the restriction appended 
to ofpv^ai), that he was himself appointed [bpifc 
here, to appoint , name; Wahl, ad verb .— Tn.j by 
God, as the Judge of the living and the dead. 
The latter phrase, again, involves the conception 
of universality, referring to all mankind, and to 
all ages of the world. But the most distinct state¬ 
ment of the truth that there is salvation in Christ 
for all , occurs in ver. 48, at the close of the ad¬ 
dress; 1 Every one [ir&vra rdv tt.] who believes in 
him, will receive the forgiveness of 8108.’ Peter 
declares that such is the unanimous testimony of 
all the prophets, evidently assuming that Cornelius 
and his friends were not, at that time, unacquaint¬ 
ed with the predictions of the prophets of Israel. 

Yxb. 44—46. While Peter yet spake these 
words, and before he had concluded his dis¬ 
course, the Holy Ghost fell on all his hearers. 
'ETcineetv does not necessarily denote a visible 
descent (modo conspicuo , as Bengel explains it), 
but merely the sudden manifestation of a higher 
power, the influence of which proceeded from 
above. That the operations of the Holy Ghost 
were perceptible (not, indeed, visible, but, cer¬ 
tainly, audible), appears from ver. 46: these 
pagans could be heard , as they spake with tongues 
and highly extolled God. Their utterances con¬ 
sisted of humble, hearty, and inspired praises and 
thanks, which they offered to God for his grace. 
The manner in which they spake, is described 
as a y}jCtaocus TiaXelv. It should be here carefully 
noticed that hipaig is not appended, as in ch. ii. 
ver. 4, comp, with ver. 6, 8,11: we must, on the 
contrary, assume, that the meaning of the narra¬ 
tor is the following:—These hearers spake with 
tongues after the manner of the Corinthian Chris¬ 
tians [see above, notes on ch. ii. 9-11.— Tb.], 
that is, they spake, in an elevated, devotional 


frame of mind, and employed language which 
deviated from the intelligible mode of expression 
adopted in common life. The observation of this 
fact mode (ver. 46) an extraordinary impression 
on the Judseo-Christians (ol ck nepiropf/g maroi) 
who had accompanied Peter; kf-ioryoav, they were 
almost deprived of all self-possession—so great 
was their wonder when they saw that the gift of 
the Holy Ghost was poured out also on the Gen¬ 
tiles. It is obvious that their thoughts did not 
dwell on the persons before them, considered as 
individuals, but rather on their general character 
as heathens, and that they deduced from a con¬ 
crete fact the general principle that the heathens 
(ra t&vrj, def. article) could receive the Holy Ghost. 

Vbb. 47, 48. Can any man forbid [the, rd] 
water, etc. ?—Peter at once makes the practical 
application:—If these men have received the 
Holy Ghost as well as we, that is, believers 
belonging to Israel (xatfwf kcu rjpelg), who then 
can refuse the water, so that they shall not 
be baptized?—The peculiar form of expression 
occurring in the question, sounds as if a con¬ 
scious and energetic will were ascribed to the 
baptismal water, somewhat in the following sense: 
—If no one was able to hinder the Spirit from 
coming upon these people, then no one can keep 
back the water which purposes to flow upon them 
unto baptism. Or, in other words:—Every scru¬ 
ple respecting the baptism of these heathens, is 
practically removed by their baptism with the 
Spirit. [This is the only instance in which the 
outpouring of the Spirit preceded Baptism; it was 
intended to remove all hesitation on the part of 
the Judfieo-Christians who attended Peter, re¬ 
specting the reception of the pagans, and the 
propriety of immediately administering baptism 
to them.—Bengel very correctly says: Non dicit: 
Jam kabent Spiritum , ergo aqua car ere possunt. 
(Meye*).— Tb.]. Peter accordingly gives direc¬ 
tions that they should be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. He did not himsplf administer the 
rite, but assigned the duty to some one of the 
Christians who had come with him.—Luke re¬ 
lates, at the close, that Cornelius and his friends 
besought the apostle to remain for some time with 
them, and we may assume that this request was 
not denied [particularly, as he is charged in ch. 
xi. 8, with having sat at tho table with them. 
(Meyer).— Tb.]. During this prolonged visit, 
farther instructions respecting the Christian faith 
and life, were, without doubt, imparted to the 
new converts. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The honorable reception which Cornelius 
gave to the apostle, expressed alike his deep 
humility, and the high degree of esteem with 
which he regarded Peter as a true ambassador of 
God. Still, a certain element was betrayed in 
that reception which was not genuine and healthy 
—it was the delusion that Peter was, neverthe¬ 
less, more than a human beipg. Here already 
lay concealed the germ of the worship of the 
saints—a worship offered to human beings, which 
belongs to G id alone, which derogates from the 
honor that i due exclusively to the triune God, 
and which, v. ith respect to the way of salvation, 
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leads Christendom astray. It is, moreover, re¬ 
markable that in this ease, which is the first in 
which more than the honor due to a man, is 
offered to a servant of God, it is precisely a hea¬ 
then who performs the act. The whole system, 
indeed, of the worship of the saints, as it was 
gradually developed in the ancient church, is 
essentially of heathen origin, and is a relapse into 
heathenism. Peter declines to receive such ex¬ 
cessive honors, raises up the kneeling man, and 
plainly declares, that he, the worshipped one, 
was, like the worshipper, only a human being; 
and thus, in accordance with the maxim: Prmci- 
piis obsta , he at once resisted, when the first evil 
symptoms appeared, and protested against an 
error, which at a later period, assumed a most 
serious character. Thus we have, here already, 
in the earliest period of the history of the apos¬ 
tles, a solemn warning against that paganizing 
worship of the saints, which confounds that which 
is divine, with that which is human. 

2. It is well known that the introductory words, 
in the discourse of Peter, ver. 34, 35, have often 
been so interpreted, as to teach that all religions 
are of equal value, that faith, as contradistin¬ 
guished from morality, is not indispensable, and 
that, with respect to the salvation of the soul, all 
that is specifically Christian, is of no importance. 
But the attempt to find a palliation of indiffer¬ 
ence on the subject of religion in this passage, 
betrays, as even de Wette judges, “very great 
exegetical frivolity ”; both the words themselves, 
and also the whole connection of the discourse, 
as well as of the narrative of which they form a 
part, decidedly pronounce against such an inter¬ 
pretation. For the main point in the whole 
transaction is nothing less than the conversion of 
Cornelius, or the admission of himself, his house¬ 
hold, and his friends, into the church of Christ. 
But their admission encounters a very serious 
difficulty; it is, namely, by no means clear that 
these persons, who are pagans, can, without fur¬ 
ther ceremony, and yet with a good conscience, 
and in a manner that could be acceptable before 
God, be received into the Christian Church. Is 
it not, rather, necessary that they should pre¬ 
viously be incorporated by circumcision with the 
people of Israel? The removal of this difficulty 
by a divine interposition, constitutes the central 
point, the specific significance, of the whole oc¬ 
currence. If the language in ver. 34, 35, meant 
that a heathen, a Jew, and a Christian, were al¬ 
together alike in the eyes of God, and that any 
one of them could as easily be saved as another, 
provided that he was honorable and upright in 
his conduct, then Peter should have simply 
allowed Cornelius to remain what he was—a 
heathen—without leading him to Christ. Hence, 
the interpretation to which we adverted above, is 
at variance alike with the context of ver. 34, 35, 
and with the whole narrative, of which these 
verses constitute an integral portion.—If we, 
next, consider the terms which* are employed in 
ver. 34, 85, we find a negative, and then a posi¬ 
tive proposition before us. The negative is the 
following; God does not regard the person (ov 
irposa>7To%fy7rrw 6 that is, his judgment of a 

man is not influenced by any accidental external 
qualities or circumstances, but is decided by the 
internal, essential, moral, personal character of 


the individual. As the judge ought to be influ¬ 
enced, not by wealth or poverty, the station, 
power, and connections of the respective partffcs 
before him, but by justice and moral facts, so, 
too, as Peter here says, God does not regard the 
external relations of persons, their external ad¬ 
vantages or disadvantages. Now all this seems, 
at first view, to be of little significance, and to 
involve a trivial truth, which every sensible Is¬ 
raelite must have already known; and, in gene¬ 
ral, Peter had long since been well acquainted 
with it. But we, too, know many a truth, which 
nevertheless becomes clear to the mind only at a 
later period, under peculiar circumstances, and 
through the illumination of the Spirit of God; it 
then appears to us in a new and very bright light, 
especially when it receives an application with 
which we had not been previously acquainted. 
Such was now the case of Peter, when the lead¬ 
ings and revelations of God fully convinced him, 
that He made no difference between Jews and 
Gentiles with respect to His grace in Christ and 
the admission into his kingdom; so that the cir¬ 
cumstance that an individual belonged to the 
people of God was only of an external nature. 
That circumcision without the fear of God, did 
not profit an Israelite, the prophets had already 
frequently and emphatically declared. But that, 
on the other hand, the want of circumcision and 
of subjection to the Mosaic law, did no injury to 
the Pagan, and was no hinderance to his acqui¬ 
sition of full citizenship in the church of Christ, 
was an application of a well-known truth which 
nevertheless took even Peter by surprise. And 
the knowledge which he now acquired, in addi¬ 
tion, concerning sin and grace, and the old and 
new covenants, made this an ever memorable 
period in his history.—Further, the positive pro¬ 
position is the following: In every nation he who 
fears God and practises righteousness, is accept¬ 
able to Him. The words ev ttovta t&vec already 
make a special application of the previous nega¬ 
tive proposition, the terms of which were some¬ 
what more general; we now have a reference to 
the question of nationality, or to the distinction 
between Israel and heathen nations. It is here 
important to form a correct view as well of the 
subject as of the predicate of the proposition. 
The subject is: Every one that fears God, and 
practises righteousness, of whatever nation he 
may be. Two moral qualifications are here spe¬ 
cified, and no process of interpretation is honestly 
conducted, by which the one is actually absorbed 
by the other, as when, for instance, the devout 
sentiments which constitute the fear of God, are 
identified with integrity in our conduct towards 
our neighbor. The indifferentistic mode of in¬ 
terpretation is inclined to adopt the latter view. 

[Indifferentism is variously defined, but, in all its 
forms, it is represented as being a want of 
earnestness in appreciating doctrinal truth; see 
Lange’s article on the subject in Herzoo: Real- 
Encyk. VI. 657 ff.—T r.]. Peter says, on the 
one hand, that where the fear of God ana righteous 
conduct are found, no national advantages are 
requisite, but, on the other hand, he presupposes 
that such a disposition constitutes absolutely the 
indispensable condition on which the favor of God 
depends. Hence he alone can reach the great 
end in view—t. e. acceptance with God—who has 
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attained this moral qualification, whether the 
wqy to it had been direct or circuitous, provided 
that it led through repentance and conversion 
(jter6voia). This ^reat end is expressed in the 
predicate: dexrdf avnp torcv, literally, acceplabUis 
Deo est, that is, he is in such a state that God 
can, and will accept and receive him, namely, 
into His kingdom, so that he may be saved. The 
whole context clearly shows that admission into 
the pale of Christianity is here meant. Even if, 
however, we do not take de/crdf exclusively in the 
sense of acceptable, but rather in that of acceptue , 
gratae, in which sense it certainly occurs else¬ 
where in the New Testament (Lu. iv. 19, 24; 2 
Cor. vi. 2; Phil. iv. 18), we can, in that case, too, 
judging from the apostle's whole mode of thought 
and feeling, connect with the word only the con¬ 
ception of God's good pleasure in Christ. Ac¬ 
cordingly, Peter ascribes to every one who fears 
God and is righteous, of whatever nation he may 
be, only the capability of being saved through 
Christ, but not the fitness to be saved without 
Christ. Bengel has very justly called attention 
to the parallel case in ch. xv. 14; at the apostolic 
council, James, when referring to the present oc¬ 
currence, and, perhaps, also to the present pas¬ 
sage, uses the following language concerning 
God: ?ja{klv h'&virv habv knl r$> bvbfiari avrov 
tcil. ’I qoov; his term, Xafleiv, corresponds to de/trdf, 
i c., Peter’s term. The great point here is the 
reception of the Gentiles among the people of 
God through Christ—a reception that conforms 
to the divine will. And, in view, of all the facts, 
Bengel has expressed himself very happily: Non 
mdifferentismus religionum , sed indifferentia nalionum 
hie aeeeritur. 

8. The testimony of Peter in this missionary 
discourse respecting the Person of Christ is less 
detailed than that which refers to His Work; 
still, it is sufficiently comprehensive. He indi¬ 
cates, on the one hand, the human nature of 
Jesus Christ, by applying to him the name: 
Jeans of Nazareth; for the Redeemer’s origin 
and human descent are designated by the term. 
He says of Jesus, on the other hand, & %v 

per* airrov , ver. 88. This is language, it is true, 
which might possibly be employed in reference 
to a prophet and servant of God [ch. vii. 9; ch. 
xviit 10], and docs not necessarily predicate any 
thing of Jesus that is altogether peculiar; still, 
the expression mag be used in a sense which as¬ 
signs a preeminent position to him.—God was 
with him, namely, not merely temporarily, but 
permanently; not merely externally, but internal¬ 
ly. Bengel thinks that the apostle spoke parcius, 
pro auditorum captu , de magestate Christi. At least 
a certain divine majesty of Christ, (particularly 
in his state of exaltation), towering above all 
that is human, is indirectly revealed in Peter’s 
remarks on the Work of Christ. He is irdvruv 
ver. 86, and is appointed by God to be the 
Judge of the living and the dead—both a posi¬ 
tion and an office which presuppose the Deity of 
Christ 

4. Peter describes the Work of Christ with 
great fulness, and in a very instructive manner. 
He assigns the first place to the prophetic office of 
Jesus. God has—he says—proclaimed peace 
through Jesus Christ; thus the welcome message 
of peace, that is, the word or the doctrine of 


Christ, is prominently presented, ver. 86; but he 
mentions, at the same time, the acts of Jesus, or 
the benefits which he conferred in healing the 
sick and demoniacs. The act was in harmony 
with the word; the latter announced peace and 
salvation, the former (comp, uv knoiijaev, ver. 89) 
procured salvation and peace. Jesus—he says 
—was an eminent prophet in deeds and words; 
his doctrine proclaimed saving truth, and wher¬ 
ever he personally appeared, in the whole coun¬ 
try, he furnished effectual aid, restoring the sick 
to health, and freeing those who groaned under 
the tyranny of Satan by which they were, held 
captive. The act imparts new efficacy to the 
word, insomuch that if Christ would cease to¬ 
day actually to bestow reconciliation, salvation, 
peace and liberty on souls that are bound, his 
word of the Gospel would no longer be received 
in faith.—The sacerdotal office of Christ is indi¬ 
cated in ver. 48: every one who believes in him, 
receives the remission of sins through his name. 
Peter does not, it is true, explain the mode by 
which this result is produced. But it must be 
remembered that he here appears simply in the 
character of a missionary herald, and does not 
intend to explain the grounds of an acknowledged 
truth, or exhibit its connection with others. But 
the remission of sins through his name, that is, 
through his Person, when it is acknowledged and 
confessed, unmistakably presupposes that He is 
personally the medium through whom divine 
grace and forgiveness are obtained, or, in other 
words, he is the author of this reconciliation.— 
Finally, the kingly office of Christ is set forth partly 
in ver. 86: tt&vtcjv id>pio$, partly in ver. 42: Kpirr)$ 
l&vruv Kal veicpuv. He is highly exalted above all, 
as the Lord of all men, Jews and Gentiles, and 
all are therefore bound to honor and obey him. 
Thus Christ possesses a kingdom which he gov¬ 
erns, and this kingdom embraces all mankind. 
It is the crown of this glory that He is appointed 
to be the Judge of the world; as he is the Judge 
even of the dead, his kingly power extends to 
the lower world, and comprehends alike the gene¬ 
rations of those who died long ago, and of those 
who shall yet be born. 

6. The article of faith to which the whole dis¬ 
course ultimately refers, is stated in ver. 48:— 
Every one receives the remission of sins through 
Jesus Christ, who believes in him. The feature 
of universality by which the whole discourse is 
distinguished, strikingly re-appears in the word 
advra, This concluding sent ence conveys a three¬ 
fold truth—it refers to the human race, to the 
Mediator, and to the way of salvation. It bears 
witness indirectly that all men are sinners, since 
it offers forgiveness to all, and thus declares that 
all need forgiveness. It distinctly announces, in 
the next place, that Jesus Christ is the only Me¬ 
diator and Reconciler, and that no one can ob¬ 
tain forgiveness and the grace of God except 
through Him. It shows clearly and unmistakably, 
in the last place, that faith in Christ, or a confi¬ 
ding acceptance of the Redeemer, is the direct, 
and, indeed, the only way to forgiveness or to 
salvation in general, of which forgiveness is the 
central point. Thus the whole Christian system 
of faith lies in this one sentence in nuce. 

6. The most important and significant fact in 
the whole narrative was undoubtedly the outpour - 
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ing of the Holy Ghost on the hearers. It was the 
direct and positive evidence of God himself that 
these persons were acceptable to him, and that 
they belonged to Christ. The gift of the Holy 
Ghost is, according to the Acts of the Apostles, 
the highest blessing that can be obtained in the 
kingdom of Christ. Inferior gifts cannot be de¬ 
nied to him on whom this exalted blessing, which, 
from the nature of the case, God alone can give, 
has been bestowed. But it now appears that 
God has given his Holy Spirit to these people, al¬ 
though they are yet heathens, and thereby He 
has cleansed and sanctified them. What God has 
cleansed, that no man is permitted to regard as 
unclean, and treat as profane. Hence, even the 
strictest Israelite is now required to consider 
these Gentiles as clean, and as consecrated to 
God.— Baptism is the consecrating rite by which 
an individual is admitted into the Church of 
Christ and to the grace of God, through the water 
and the Spirit. As baptism with water, does 
not suffice without the gift of the Holy Ghost, so, 
too, the baptism with the Spirit ought not to re¬ 
main alone, that is, without being associated with 
baptism with water. [See above Exbg. notes on 
ver. 47, 48.— Tr.]. The gift of the Spirit usually 
follows baptism with water, in the order of time 
(comp. ch. ii. 88)—sometimes, after a compari- 
tively long interval, and as the result of special 
prayer combined with the imposition of hands 
(ch. viii. 16-17). In this case, the Holy Spirit, 
who manifests his influence where he listeth 
(John iii. 8), comes upon the hearers, even be¬ 
fore they are baptized; but no man is now at lib¬ 
erty to offer opposition to the water of baptism, 
for, otherwise, he would “be found to fight 
against God” (deo/^of, comp. ch. v. 89).—This 
outpouring of the Spirit on pagan hearers, is, 
accordingly, an unmistakable*divine declaration, 
that it is not necessary that pagans should first 
be incorporated with the people of Israel through 
circumcision and the adoption of the law, before 
they could, with propriety, be received into the 
Messianic church of Jesus. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 28 h. Certain brethren from Joppa 
accompanied him. —A pastor acts judiciously, 
(particularly in cases in which weak minds might 
entertain scruples), when he allows his course of 
action, of the agreement of which with the word 
of God he is convinced, to be open to the inspec¬ 
tion of all. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 24. And had called together hia 
kinsmen and near friends. —The desire that 
others should share in our spiritual gifts, is the j 
great characteristic of love and friendship. | 
(Starke).—We impoverish ourfeelves when we 
share our earthly goods with others; but the 
more liberally we impart our spiritual riches to 
them in love, the more abundantly we ourselves 
become endowed with them. (Quesnel).—It is 
very proper to exhort awakened souls not to per¬ 
mit even their nearest friends and connections 
to withdraw them from the kingdom of God; 
nevertheless, their intercourse with the latter 
should not only not be entirely discontinued, but 
rather be employed as the means of extending 
the kingdom of Christ (Ap. Past.).—We are 


often only too reserved towards one another in 
spiritual things, and would often find others more 
accessible than we had supposed them to be. 
(Rieger). 

Ver. 25, 26. Cornelius — fell down at his 
feet—But Peter took—saying, Stand up; 
I myself also am a man. —It was when Peter 
made the confession: ‘I am a sinful man/ that 
he was received into the service of Jeeus, and 
was appointed to be a fisher of men [Lu. ▼. 8,10; 
Mt. iv. 19]. And now, when such a successful 
draught in the house of Cornelius awaited him, 
he again recalls the fact to mind, and tells others 
too, that he is also a man. (Rieger).—Cornelius 
offered too much honour to a living, bodily and 
distinctly seen saint; but who is it that worships 
doubtful, fictitious and painted saints? (Starke). 
—The man who permits others to kiss his foot, is 
neither Peter’s true successor, nor has he Peter’s 
humble mind. (Id.).—We can see in this instanoe 
how soon awakened souls can go too far, when 
they place too much confidence in those who are 
merely God’s instruments, and pay them too 
much honor. Such a reception gives a true 
servant of God pain, and not pleasure; he gladly 
decreases, in order that Christ may increase 
[John iii. 80]. (Ap. Past.).— The language of Pe¬ 
ter : *1 myself also am a man ,* a rebuke of every ten¬ 
dency in the church to defy men: I. In the Roman 
Catholic church, when worship is offered (a) to 
the saints in heaven; (6) to the pretended suc¬ 
cessor of Peter on e&rtn. II. In the evangelical 
church, (q) when ministers entertain exaggerated 
views of the office, or indulge in vanity and self¬ 
applause; (6) when reformers or favorite preach¬ 
ers and pastors are regarded with an idolatrous 
feeling —a conversion of the congregation to men, 
and not to the living God. 

Ver. 28. God hath shewed me. — This con¬ 
viction of Peter that he appeared before them, 
not in his own name, but in the name and by the 
command of God, greatly strengthened him, and 
freed him from any scruples of conscience whioh 
he might have entertained when he disregarded 
Jewish traditions and Jewish customs. (Leonh, 
and Sp.).— I should not call any man com¬ 
mon or unclean.— The excellency of the faith 
that a divine spark of life exists in every human 
soul: I. Its firm foundation: (a) the oreation of 
man (in the image of God—all, the descendants 
of one human pair); (6) redemption (God will 
have all men to be savea, [1 Tim. ii. 4]—Christ 
sent the apostles to all nations); (e) experience 
(in the heathen World—in pastoral ministrations 
among criminals, etc.); II. Its blessed influences: 
(a) in forming Christian views of the world and 
studying history in general; (6) in maintaining 
a Christian intercourse with otners in common 
life; (c) in discharging the duties of the Christian 
ministry. 

Ver. 29. Therefore came I - - - without 
gainsaying. —This is the holy silence of faith, 
when, without resisting God, we willingly under¬ 
take to do all that he commands. (Calvin).—I 
ask, therefore, etc.—As the physician questions 
his patient, in order that he may adopt the pro¬ 
per mode of treatment, so the teacher questions 
his hearers respecting the state of their souls, in 
order that he may ascertain their spiritual wants. 
Do they need instruction in doctrine, or counsel. 
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or oonsolation, or admonitions? (Starke).—Fidel¬ 
ity to the duties of oar office demands that, in 
oar spiritual labors, we should not consume 
time with unprofitable conversation, but, at the 
earliest moment, take up the subject which is of 
most importance. (Quean.).—People are often, at 
the present day, entirely too delicate, and Imagine 
that the pastor should know their spiritual wantB, 
and offer appropriate instructions and consola¬ 
tions, without asking any direct questions; but 
the partial suppression of the facts, or the sti¬ 
ffing of the truth, often prevents the suitable re¬ 
medy from being employed. (Rieger). 

Vie. 30. Cornelius said, - - I was lasting 
until this hour. —A modest account of our 
conduct, when the latter ha9 been correct, is not 
inconsistent with humility, but may be often ne¬ 
cessary in vindicating ourselves, or may tend to 
edify others. (From Starke).—In the house of 
Cornelius, fasting, prayer, and alms, were not 
dead works of the law, but fruits meet for repen¬ 
tance, ripening in the depths of an humble soul 
that loved God, and longed for an assurance of 
his grace. (Leonh. and Sp.).—On this account St. 
Lake first of all mentions the fact, to the praise 
of Cornelius, that he had been devout, and had 
feared God (ver. 2), and, only afterwards, adds 
that he had been like a good tree which brings 
forth good fruit; but such fruit was well-pleasing 
to God, on account of his faith; hence, the angel, 
too, praises Cornelius for his faith, and when he 
directs him to send to Joppa, and call Peter, he 
conducts him from faith in that Christ who was 
to come, to faith in Christ, who had already 
oome. (Luther).— In bright clothing. —The 
angels bear with them, when they appear, the 
signs and livery of their purity and sincerity. 
(Quesnel).—The bright clothing of the angels 
may remind a teacher, who is likewise called an 
angel of God in the Holy Scriptures [Mark i. 2; 
Lu. vii. 27, Elijah, John, etc.; Rev. i. 20; ziv. 6], 
that it is preeminently his duty to wash his robes, 
and make them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
[Rev. vii. 14]. (Ap. Past.). 

Vie. 31. Thy prayer is heard, etc.—The 
prayers and alms of Cornelius had come up before 
God, ver. 4. How few are the prayers and the 
alms to which such grace is granted! They pro¬ 
ceed, in the majority of cases, from a carnal and 
worldly heart; hence they go the way of all flesh, 
and remain on earth. But the prayer of faith 
has wings, with which it soars up to God, and 
the alms of love ascend to heaven as a sacrifice 
that is well pleasing to God. (From Leonh. and 
Sp.).—No prayer ascends to heaven, without 
bringing an angel down with it. (J. Arndt).— 
On ike connection between the prayers and alms of 
Cornelius , and his call to the Gospel: I. What was 
the character of his prayers and alms? II. 
How was his call connected with them ? (Schlei- 
ermacher). 

Vie. 82. Send therefore - and call hither, 
etc.—The angel directs him to the ordinary min¬ 
ister of the word, for even the tongues of angels 
cannot, from experience, preach the word con¬ 
cerning the remission of sins (ver. 48), as Peter 
can. (Stier).—Cornelius is not sent to Peter, but 
the latter comes to him, for the purpose of inti¬ 
mating that the Gospel was to be sent to the na¬ 
tions in their own habitations. (Bengel). 


Ver. 88. Thou hast well done that thou 
art come— a noble welcome given to a pastor on 
assuming his office: I. If it was the Lord who sent 
him, ver. 28 ff.; IL If the congregation that re¬ 
ceives him, is one which earnestly seeks after 
salvation, ver. 88. —We are all here present 
before God.— This direct and open declaration 
of Cornelius is wisely and appropriately intro¬ 
duced in public prayers of the church, which 
precede the sermon. (Rieger).—We could wish 
that these words were inscribed on every church 
door, or on every pulpit, so that men might pro¬ 
perly consider the purpose for which they should 
enter the church. (Bogatzky).— To whom is the 
attendance at public worship , a source of blessings f 

I. To those who had prepared their hearts at 
home, in prayer, ver. 80; II. To those who come 
with hearts that earnestly seek after salvation; 
III. To those who hear and keep [Lu. xi. 28] the 
preacher’s word as God’s word. (Leonh. and Sp.). 
—The congregation in the house of Cornelius , an 
image of a congregation with which God is well 
pleased: I. It is numerous: “We are all here”; 

II. Devout: “present before God”; III. Desi¬ 
rous of learning: “to hear all things”; IV. 
Obedient: “that are commanded thee (and us 
through thee) of God.” 

Ver. 84. Then Peter opened his mouth. 
—The opened hearts of hearers, open the mouth 
of the pastor. (Starke).—This address of Peter, 
when he opens his mouth, rolls onward like a 
mighty stream, which, as it were, buries the re¬ 
membrance of Cornelius and his virtues in the 
holy stillness of an unfathomable sea. The 
names of Cornelius and every other individual— 
the name, the glory and the honor of every man, 
are extinguished; one solitary name shines forth 
in this germon—it is the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In place of the works of Cornelius or of 
all other men, the works and deeds of God in 
Christ alone are mentioned. All human right¬ 
eousness disappears as in a deep sea, but that 
sea is the infinite love of God. (Harless).—Of a 
truth I perceive, etc. — Let no teacher suppose 
himself to be so fully acquainted with all that 
relates to his office, that he needs no increase of 
such knowledge. It is one thing to know any 
truth theoretically and in general (as Peter had 
undoubtedly long before known that God is no 
respecter of persons), but it is another thing, as 
Peter here says, to experience that truth in real 
life or practically, and in its application to a par¬ 
ticular case. Thus, the apostle had not previously 
known that Gentiles could enter into the king¬ 
dom of God without circumcision. (From Ap. 
Past.).— God is no respecter of persons.— 
I. A terrible saying for all the ungodly among 
the great of the earth; II. A soothing saying 
for all the devout among the lowly. (Starke). 

Ver. 35. In every nation he that feareth 
him, and worketh righteousness, is ac¬ 
cepted with him.— These words are often 
misapplied by those who allege that it matters 
not what a man believes, if he only fears God, 
and does that which is right, avoids sin, and 
leads a correct life. The apostle does not, how¬ 
ever, here authorize any indifference on the sub¬ 
ject of religion ( Indifferentism [see above, Doctr. 
and Eth. No. 2.— Tr.]), but proclaims the uni¬ 
versal love of God to all nations, in consequence 
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of which he will have all men to be saved; but 
then, they must [as Paul adds, 1 Tim. ii. 4] all 
come unto the knowledge of the truth, [and to 
repentance 2 Pet. iii. 91. He does not say that 
the man, whose natural feelings prompt him to 
fear God, to adopt some measures for his salva¬ 
tion, to avoid gross sins, and to lead a correct 
life externally, is already acceptable to God , and 
in a state of grace (for he can attain to this only 
in Christ, Eph. i. 6); but he says that such a 
man is so situated that he may be brought to 
God by the word concerning Christ, and be ac¬ 
cepted by the Lardy without circumcision.—If 
Cornelius had already been accepted by God in 
the state in which he was [before or at the time 
of Peter’s advent], he would have needed neither 
an angel nor Peter, neither the Gospel nor the 
Saviour, neither baptism nor the Holy Ghost. 
(From Ap. Past.).—Not all religions, but all na¬ 
tions are here placed on the same leveL (Ben- 
gel).—Peter means to say: ‘I now comprehend 
that there is no sectarianism in God, and that he 
does not intend to save the Jews only, or another 
articular nation, and condemn all others, as I 
ad hitherto so erroneously supposed that He 
would do.’ He does not ask: ‘Hast thou a cer¬ 
tificate? To what congregation hast thou be¬ 
longed?’ He who hungers and thirsts after 
righteousness, and seeks it in faith, and whose 
faith worketh by love, is acceptable to God; that 

is, he has grace, (for he would otherwise be in¬ 
capable of doing all this), he is a candidate who 
applies to the true religion and church, he is not 
far from the kingdom of God, and to him God 
will reveal His Son. Faith in the Son of God is, 
therefore, the only religion which can save. But 
when we say this, we open the door, not to free¬ 
thinkers, but to the hungry alone. (Gossner).— 
Who it accepted with Godf I. He who fears Him 
in humble repentanoe; II. He who trusts in Him 
in child-like faith; III. He who does that which 
is right, in a truly Christian spirit of gratitude 
and love. (Leonh. and Sp.).— The taping of Peter: 
In every nation - - - with him: I. It is neither a 
charter granted to the infidelity of the world, 
nor a repudiation of the seal of faith existing in 
the church; II. It is, however, an invitation ad¬ 
dressed to all who seek salvation, and a warrant 
for missionary labors among all nations. 

Vbr. 86, 87. Ye know, etc. — It was not ne¬ 
cessary in the house of Cornelius that Peter 
should begin with the elementary principles 
which Paul afterwards announced to other pa¬ 
gans who were prompted to “feel after God,” by 
the evidences of his goodness which the rain 
from heaven and fruitful seasons afforded [Acts 
xiv. 17; xvii. 27]. (Rieger).—Even when we 
know any truth, it is still necessary that the 
preaohing of the word should remind us anew of 

it, give us additional assurances, and present dis¬ 
tinct aud intelligible explanations. ?Starke).— 
Peace , by Jetut Christ.—To preach Christy it, to 
preach peace: I. The substance and purpose, 
when Christ is preached: (a) peace between 
God and men, and thus (b) peace among men 
(Jews and Gentiles reconciled); II. The means 
employed: (a) the messengers are messengers of 
peace (Peter, addressing the Roman centurion); 
(6) the weapons are those of peace (the Gospel, 
as contradistinguished from the the law, which 


condemns). (See a similar theme: To preach 
Christy is, to preach of peace , discussed in another 
way, and in his own manner, by Schleier- 
macher.).— He it Lord of all.—The abundant con¬ 
solation furnished by our faith, that Jesus, as the 
Prince of peace , is also the Lord of all: I. His 
sceptre is a sceptre of peace—hence, we ap¬ 
proach him without fear! II. His sceptre 
is an almighty sceptre—hence, we have no 
fears for him, or his subjects!— Peace by Jetut 
Christ, who it Lord of all! This is the most ap¬ 
propriate salutation of a messenger of the faith, 
who enters the heathen world. Thus his en¬ 
trance is, I. Friendly, for he comes in the name 
of a Prince of peace; it is, II. Bold, for he comes 
in the name of an almighty Lord.— Began front 
Galilee. —The preaching of peace by the Prince 
of peace, unquestionably referred primarily to 
the children of Israel; hence it began in Galilee, 
and extended throughout all Judea. But the 
peace which He proclaimed and secured Himself 
by his death on the cross, was intended for all 
the nations of the earth, and was also to be a 
bond of union among them. (Leonh. and Sp.).— 
How wonderful the progress, and how glorious 
the victories of the Gospel had already been, by 
the power of God, since that apparently insig¬ 
nificant beginning in Galilee! Even when the 
Church shall hereafter rule over the whole world, 
she never should, and never will, forget this 
“beginning from Galilee,” or her lowly origin, 
her feeble childhood, the form of a servant which 
she received at her birth. 

Ver. 88. How God anointed, etc.—The 
miracles which the Saviour wrought during his 
ministry, were publicly known in the whole 
country, but the beginning, the annointing with 
the Holy Ghost at His baptism, attracted no atr 
tention, and was, indeed, not generally made 
known. (Stier).— Who went abont doing 
good —a very beautiful description of the labors 
of Jesus. Let pastors exhibit this image to 
those unhappy souls, who regard Jesus rather as 
an angry Judge, than as a Benefactor and Saviour; 
and let them thus teach those souls to place con¬ 
fidence in Him. And how greatly the thought 
can comfort and encourage a witness of Jesus, 
that he has such a master as Jesus is, who has 
already so wonderfully demonstrated his power 
and his love! What power, then, does Satan 
possess, which a faithful teacher should dread? 
(Ap. Past.) 

Vbr. 89. And we are witnesses of aH 
things, etc.—Faithfid pastors are still the wit¬ 
nesses of all that Jesus both did and suffered, 
even if they have not seen his actions with the 
eyes of the body. (Ap. Past.).— Whom they 
slew and hanged on a tree. —It was through 
the shame of the cross of Christ that Satan was 
overcome, and through this the Gentiles were to 
be converted. Hence Peter does not hesitate to 
acknowledge before those Gentiles that Jesus had 
been hanged on a cross. It would be foolish to 
wish to conceal in our day from unbelieving na¬ 
tions, all that may seem to be contemptible and 
laborious in the Christian religion. Are we 
wiser than the apostles and Jesus? (Starke).— 
Welcome, 0 Cross, thou sign of the living God, 
thou sign of the highest triumph! Welcome, O 
glorious, precious tree! Thou shinest with a 
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greater brightness than that of all the stars, with 
greater splendor than that of the sun, on those 
who surrey thee with the eyes of faith and lore. 
Once west thou accursed, and thy name was in¬ 
famous; hut thou art now established in glory on 
the thrones of kings. Who has taken away thy 
ihame, and raised thee to such honor? No other 
than Jesus Christ, the Son of the living Qod. 
When the sinful earth oast him off, he was raised 
np on thee; thou didst receive him, and bear the 
precious burden of his body; and thus thou wast 
made the altar on which the spotless lamb was 
offered, that reconciled earth and heaven. (Eck- 
bert). 

Yn. 41. Not to all the people, but - - - 
to us. —Jesus observes a wise distinction when 
he reveals himself. The world does not see him 
is his state of exaltation, because it is not willing 
to recognize him in his humiliation; he reveals' 
himself to those who love him. (Starke).— The 
gracious manifestations of Christ in his exaltation, 
the privilege of believers.—The secret and conse¬ 
crated hours of believing souls , m their intercourse 
with their glorified Master . Procul este profani! 
Such was the language used at the heathen mys¬ 
teries; it is also appUoable to the sacred myste¬ 
ries of Christianity. 

Vie. 86-48, (combined). The preaching of the 
apostles: L The substance of its testimony—the 
life, sufferings, and resurrection of Christ; II. 
The authority by which it is supported—the 
command of Christ, and the call of all men unto 
salvation; III. Its object—the salvation of be¬ 
lievers through the peace of Christ. (Leonh. and 
8p.).— How does Jesus Christ bestow peace , (ver. 
86)? I. As our Prophet (ver. 87—89); II. As 
our Highpriest (ver. 89, 48); and, III. As our 
King (ver. 4 0-42 ). 

Yin. 44. While Peter yet spake these 
words, the Holy Ghost fell on all. —This is 
the Pentecost of the Qentiles. (Quesn.).—It is a 
blessed and cheering sight, when the servants of 
God can perceive that the word takes hold of 
their hearers, and that, through it, the Holy 
8pirit powerfully influences their hearts. (Ap. 
Past.).—The word concerning the grace of God 
in Christ, is, properly speaking, the word through 
which the Holy Spirit enters the hearts of men 
with his gifts. The preaching of the law, is only 
• preparatory measure. The pastor who preaches 
the law with great fulness and assiduity, may, it 
is true, train his hearers to observe order exter¬ 
nally, and maintain a legal propriety of conduct, 
but he will not infuse spiritual life into their 
souls, (ib.).—God often anticipates the services 
of the church (baptism), as he does in this case 
(by communioating the Spirit), in order to teach 
us that he possesses sovereign authority, and is 
not bound by external forms. (Quesnel). 

14 


Ver. 45, 46. And they of the circumoi- 
ftion, etc.—We should never yield to a feeling of 
dissatisfaction, when God bestows his gracious 
gifts on others, but rather rejoice in their happi¬ 
ness, and praise the Lord for it (Starke).—The 
works of God in his church, are even yet great 
and wonderful, and a right view of them will 
always afford the purest eqjoyment. (Ap. Past). 

Ver. 47. Can any man forbid water ?— 
The church should never refuse to recognize him 
to whom God has given the certificate of his 
Spirit 

Ver. 48. And he commanded them to be 
baptized. —Although God may adopt extraordi¬ 
nary means in accomplishing his designs, the 
Church is, nevertheless, bound to observe the 
order which he has prescribed. (Quesnel).—We 
are never at liberty to despise the ordinary means 
of grace. (Starke). 

On the whole section. — The greatness of the 
love of God in Christ to men : manifested herein, 
that it, I. Regards no man as common and un¬ 
clean ; II. Seeks out even wanderers, when they 
inquire after the way; III. Takes compassion on 
all those who are inclined to hear all things that 
are commanded us of God in Christ [ver. 88]. 
(Harless).— Full salvation, first of all revealed in 
Christ; it is only through him that men, I. Ac¬ 
quire a correct knowledge of the Deity; II. Ob¬ 
tain right views of the human race; III. Dis¬ 
cover the true way of life; IV. Receive full 
satisfaction of the soul. (Leonh. and Sp.).—» 
Peter's visit to the house of Cornelius , an example 
of that mode of paying pastoral visits , on which the 
divine blessing rests: I. The preparations for such 
visits—on the part of the family, an earnest de¬ 
sire after salvation; on the part of the pastor, a 
holy impulse of the Spirit; II. The topics of 
conversation—candid avowal by the members of 
the family, respectively, of their spiritual state; 
decisive testimony borne by the pastor respecting 
Christ and His salvation; III. The results—the- 
hearers re-animated and strengthened by the 
Holy Spirit; the paster rejoicing in the Loud 
that souls are saved, and that his kingdom oomes 
in power.— Peter's journey to Cesarea , a mirror 
for missions among heathens: showing, I. The di¬ 
vine commission which authorizes them, ver. 1- 
28; II. The joyfhl tidings which they communi¬ 
cate, ver. 24-48; III. The blessed results which 
they produce, ver. 44-48.— [Peter and Cornelius: 
I. The alienation of feeling previously existing 
(the wretched condition of the world without a 
Saviour); II. Their providential meeting (the 
religious duties of each individual); III. The 
bond of union between them (the benign influence 
of true religion); IV. Their meeting in eternity 
(the results of the missionarc labors of the 
church, revealed in heaven).— Tr.] 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


C. —THE OBJECTIONS OF PREJUDICED JUDJBO-CHRI8TIAN8 TO THE FELLOWSHIP WITH GENTILES, WHJpH 
HAD BEEN COMMENCED, ARE SUCCESSFULLY ANSWERED BY PETER, WHO APPEALS TO THE OBYlOtS 
INTERPOSITION OF THE LORD IN THE WHOLE TRANSACTION; HENCE, THOSE WHO HAD OBJECTED, 
ARE NOT ONLY SATISFIED, BUT ALSO OFFER THANKS TO GOD ‘ FOR THE CONVERSION OF THE 
GENTILES. • 


Chapter XI. 1-18. 

1 And [But] the apostles and [the] brethren that were in [throughont] Jndea heard 

2 that the Gentiles had also [also had] received the word of God. *And when [But 
when] 1 Peter was come [went] up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision 

3 contended [disputed] with him, * Saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised 

4 [men having the foreskin], and didst eat with them. *But Peter rehearsed the matter 
‘ from the beginning [But Peter began], and expounded it by [set forth in] order unto 

5 them, saying, *1 was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw a vision, 
A certain vessel descend, as it had been [as] a great sheet [large linen cloth], let down 

6 from heaven by four corners [at four ends]; and it came even to me: *Upon the 
which when I had fastened mine eyes [And when I gazed into it], I considered [ob¬ 
served], and saw [the] fourfooted beasts of the earth, and [the] wild beasts, and [the] 

7 creeping things, and fowls [the birds] of the air [of heaven]. *And [But] I heard 1 

8 a voice saying unto me, Arise, Peter; slay and eat *But I said, Not so, [By no 
means, 0] Lord; for nothing common or unclean hath at any time [for that which is 

9 common or unclean hath never yet]* entered into my mouth. * But the [a] voice 
answered me [om. me] 4 again [a second time] from heaven, What God hath cleansed, 

10 that call thou not oommon. * And this was done three times: and all were drawn up 

11 again into heaven. * And, behold, immediately there were three men already come 
unto [three men stood before] the house where I was, sent from Cesarea unto me. 

12 * And [But] the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting [om. nothing doubt¬ 
ing]*. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me [But there went with me these 

13 six brethren], and we entered into the man’s house: * And he shewed [announced 
to] us how he had seen an [the, rdv] angel [standing] in his house, which stood and 
[who] said unto him, Send men [om. men] 6 to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose sur- 

14 name is Peter; * Who shall tell [will say unto] thee Words, whereby [through which] 

15 thou and all thyhouse shall [will] be saved. * And as I began [But when I had begun] 

16 to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. *Then remem¬ 
bered I the word of the* Lord, how that he said, John indeed [om. indeed] baptized 

17 with water; but ye shall [will] be baptized with the Holy Ghost. * Forasmuch then 
as [If, then, tl o5v] God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who [when we] 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, what was I, that I could [how, then, was I able 

18 to] 8 withstand God? *When they heard these things, they held their peace [were 
quieted], and glorified 9 God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted re¬ 
pentance [change of mind] unto life. 


1 Ver. 2. ore to 1 b better sustained by manuscripts [A. B. E. Cod. Sin., followed by Lach. Tisch. and Alf.], and ancient 
▼eraionB [Vulg. etc.] than xcu ot* [of text. rec. with 6. it.—T r.1 

* Ver. 7. (xol omitted before in text. rec. with G. II., is fonnd in A. B. B. Cod. Sin., Vulg. etc. and adopted by 

Lach., Tisch., and Alf.; D. reads k«u %ko wra. —Tit.] 

* Vor. 8. way before kqiv6v [of text, rec.] is very feebly supported [by G. H.l; it was doubtless introduced into some 
MSS. from ch. x. 14. [Omitted in A. B. D. E, Cod. Sin. Vulg. etc. and by later editors.—T rJ 

* Ver. 0. fioi [of text, rec.] before is wanting in good authorities [A. B. Cod. Sin. Vulg. etc^ but is found in B. G. 
H.; npbs fii In DJ; it was probably interpolated in order to correspond to year. 7 [or to ch. x. 15, (All.); omitted by Lach. 
Tisch. and Alf.—T r.] 

•Ver. 12. The words firfSiv Buuepiv6iitvov [of text. rec. with E. G. H. Vulg. etc.], are cancelled by Tischendorf *s spu¬ 
rious, because they are wanting even in that MS. which has, in this section, inserted the largest number of glosses in the 
text, via. Cantabrig. (D); other manuscripts read Siaxpivovra, or Staxpivayra [the latter is the reading of A. and I s 
adopted by Lach., and favored by de Wette], or SiaKpi.y6p.evos [minuscules]. Cod. Sin. and one uncial MS. of the wconi 
rank, i. e. Cod. Bosileensis (E) read Siaxpiyovra [but a later hand altered the reading of Cod. 8ln. to ——Tn.]. The 
great diversity in the readings makes it probable that both words were a later addition derived from ch. x. 20. [The wows 
are omitted in D. Syr. etc. and by Alf.—T r.1 

* Ver. 13. avSpas [of text. rec. with E. G. H.l after 'I6mn}v, is wanting in important manuscripts [A. B. D. Cod. 8tn.> 
and in most of the ancient versions [Syr. Vulg.]; it was interpolated here from ch. x. 6. [Omitted by recent editors.— 
For re after imfr. of text. rec. with E. G. H., and retained by Alf., to is substituted from A. B. D. (also Cod. Sin.) by Lach. 
Tisch. and Bornem. with whom Meyer concurs.—T r.] 

T Ver. 18. [Some editors (Grieeb.; Knapp, Lach.) who are now sustained by Cod. Sin., insert tow before xvpU w, from -A. 
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D. E.—Tfach. and Alf., with text, rec., In accordance with G. H., fathers, etc. omit the word; comp. 1 Pet. i. 25, and see Wnnou 
Gram. N. T. 1191, nnder irvptoc.—T r.} 

* Ter. 17. W[of text rec.] after eyw is indeed wanting In A. B. D [and Cod. Sin.], and some minuscules, as well as in several 
versions [Syr. Thlg. and some fathers]; hence Lachmann has cancelled it. But it is attested by B. G. H., as well as some 
versions, and would scarcely have been Inserted, if it had been originally omitted, as it seemed to he superfluous. [“ & was 
simply dropped, because it was not understood; Jiere it occurs, as It often does in the apodosis after (in the classics), 
in order to give prominence to the antithesis (ci o&v b 6tos>—ryw 54). Uerm. Tiger, p. 783, annot. 401. Lipsise. 1834.” (da 
Wet tel—Retained by Alf. and Meyer.—T r.] 

* Ter. 18. et6$a£ov [text. rec. with A. B., and retained by Tischend. and Alf.] is fiur better supported than eSbfao-av, 
which Lachmann has preferred [and which is found in B. and Cod. Sin.], but which was adopted only for the sake of uni¬ 
formity [to correspond to the aor. ide Wette. who refers to Lu. viii. 23 prefers the imperfect tense, as that of 
continued action; see above, Exzo. on viii. 15-17 ult.— Apaye, of text rec. and E. G. H. Is preferred by Alf. to apa of A.B. 
D. and Cod. Sim; the latter form is adopted by Lachm. and TJsch.—T r.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Veil 1, 2. And the apostles - - heard.— 
The conversion and baptism of Cornelius created 
a sensation in the church of Christ. Even be¬ 
fore Peter returned to Jerusalem (ver. 2), the 
apostles and the Christians in Judea, (nard rfjv 
'lotxfaurv, throughout Judea, residing in different 
parts of the province), obtained information that 
the Gentiles also had accepted the word of God. 
The manner in which the fact itself is stated, 
shows, in the first place, that it had made a fa¬ 
vorable impression on the apostles and the great 
minority of Christians in Judea, and had gratified 
them; for it unquestionably promoted the honor 
of God when Gentiles also, and, therefore, not 
Israelites exclusively, received the Gospel. In 
the second place, the expression rd t&vrj implies 
that the event was regarded as involving an im¬ 
portant principle, and as being decisive in its 
nature; for these believers considered the act of 
individual Gentiles as bearing a representative 
character, since it showed that Paganism, viewed 
as a whole, was capable of receiving the word of 
God. 

Veil 8. Thou wenteit - - didst eat with 
them. —All the believers, however, did not re¬ 
ceive such impressions, or else doubts may have 
gradually arisen in the minds of many, which 
altered their original favorable view of the case. 
This circumstance manifested itself when Peter 
returned to Jerusalem; those who were ck irepi- 
Topis, ver. 2, censured him.—Who are these per¬ 
sona ? The expression resembles the one which 
occurs in ch. x. 46: ol Ik ncpiToprjg maroi , except 
that the latter is less likely to attract attention, 
since Peter and his Judsoo-Christian attendants 
from Joppa are there surrounded by heathens, 
i e., by unoircumcised mem But here in Jerusa¬ 
lem, on the contrary, there was certainly at that 
time, not one man among all the Christians, who 
was not an Israelite, and, consequently, circum¬ 
cised. If, therefore, in the midst of the Judaso- 
Christian congregation, ol i/c irepiroptfc are spe¬ 
cially brought forward, this term cannot be 
intended to state the objective, religious and na¬ 
tional fact that they were circumcised Jews, but 
can refer only to subjective [personal] views and 
sentiments. Those only of the Judseo-Christians 
are, accordingly, described by it, who assigned 
a peculiar value to circumcision, and, without 
doubt, to the observance of the Mosaic law in 
general. With this explanation the statement 
in the present verse agrees. These persons 
iaxpivovro rrpd^ avrdv, that is, they disputed, con¬ 
tended with Peter ( dioKpivopai, secemor , pugna de- 
cerao, dimico); they declared it to be a ground 
of reproach to him, that he had entered the house 


of uncircumcised men, and eaten at the same 
table with them. Here aKpopvarla and irepiTouJj 
are, accordingly, antithetical terms. These strict 
men of the circumeision did not reproach Peter 
for having preached the Gospel to heathens and 
baptized them; such a course, indeed, they could 
not easily pronounce to be wrong, especially in 
view of the command of Jesus to preach the 
Gospel to all nations. But they could not recon¬ 
cile it with their lofty conceptions of a strictly 
legal course of action, and of the dignity of an 
Israelite, that Peter should have commenced such 
a familiar intercourse, and «uch a close fellow¬ 
ship with pagans, entered a pagan house, and 
sat as a guest at the table of an uncircumcised 
man. If these opponents of Peter reflected fur¬ 
ther, they must have at last arrived at the con¬ 
clusion that those pagans who hear the word of 
Christ and believe it, should necessarily be first 
circumcised and fully incorporated with the 
people of Israel, before a Christian, that is, a 
Jud®o-Christian, could hold intercourse with 
them without restraint, and maintain a fraternal 
fellowship with them. And this was undoubtedly 
the Judaizing principle, in the proper sense of 
the term- 

Ver. 4-11. But Peter - - - from the be¬ 
ginning £But Peter began.].—The word dpt-dpe- 
voc is not intended merely to describe the general 
fact that Peter began to speak, but also implies 
that his narrative took a wide range, and em¬ 
braced the earliest circumstances connected with 
the event. The term Ka-de^rjq denotes that the 
apostle furnished a detailed and regular state¬ 
ment of all the facts, in the order in which they 
successively occurred. It is precisely the inti¬ 
mate manner in which the several incidents in 
the narrative are here interwoven with each 
other, that produces conviction, and silences 
every doubt. The true purport and meaning of 
the revelation which God granted to Peter in the 
vision (ver. 6-10), are unfolded by the arrival 
of the messengers from Cesarea (ver. 11), which 
coincided in time with the vision, as well as by 
the simultaneous command of the Spirit (ver. 
12) that he should accompany them. And when 
the apostle enters the house of Cornelius, he 
learns that the latter had also received a divine 
command, and had been directed to send to Joppa, 
in order to hear the saving word from Peter’s 
own mouth. As soon, moreover, as the Gospel 
is proclaimed to Cornelius and his friends, (ver. 
15), the outpouring of the Holy Ghost ooours, and 
thus the several circumstances are all intimately 
connecte’d with one another—each particular il¬ 
lustrates, explains, and confirms the rest, and 
the whole not only produces an harmonious im¬ 
pression on the mind, but also testifies incontro- 
vertibly; “It is the will of God!” And, as the 
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event exercised snob great influence on the en¬ 
largement and regular development of the church 
of Christ, Luke here repeats, in the words of the 
apostle, the principal features of the narrative 
which he had himself given in the previous 
chapter. 

Ver. 12-14. And the Spirit bade me go, 
etc.—The word ovroi which is appended to oi 
ddehftol, ver. 12, shows that the Christians of 
Joppa, who had accompanied Peter to Cesarea, 
subsequently went with him to Jerusalem; this 
could have the more easily occurred, if, as it is 
probable, Peter at once proceeded to that city, 
without returning to Joppa. It is, besides, quite 
possible that Peter anticipated that some indi¬ 
viduals in Jerusalem would remonstrate against 
the course of action which he had pursued, and 
hence desired the presence of these brethren as 
witnesses of the divine guidance in the whole 
transaction. 

Ver. 15. And as I began. —The language: 
b r(f) dpgcurOal pe TaXeiv, implies that Peter had 
not yet concluded, but intended to continue his 
discourse, when he was interrupted bf the un¬ 
expected occurrence to which he here refers. 
PApfa. is not pleonastic, as some have supposed, 
but is equivalent to: ‘ I had scarcely spoken a 
few words, when, etc.* Winer: Or. N. T. J 66. 
7. d.— Tr.]. When he mentions here the com¬ 
munication of the Spirit, he purposely lays a 
stress specially on its identity with the original 
communication of the Spirit to the Christians: 
fanrep nal e<p’ J/pag b bpxv* namely, in the begin¬ 
ning of the outpouring of the Holy Qhost [“ on 
the day of PentecoBt.” (Meyer).— Tr.]. —When he 
afterwards says, ver. 17: r^v icrrjv dopedv—bg ical 
jjplv nurretoaocv, etc., the participle nior. refers to 
ipdv, which stands nearest to it, and neither to 
the more remote airroig (Kuinoel), nor to both 
pronouns at the same time. For, as Bengel has 
ingeniously observed, this clause is intended to 
set forth that faith in Jesus was the condition on 
which alone the Christians had, at the beginning, 
received the gift of the Holy Ghost. The sense 
is: ‘Not because we were Israelites, nor because 
we had obtained circumcision, but because we 
believed in Jesus as the Lord and Messiah, God 
has granted to us the gift of the Spirit, and in¬ 
deed as a doped, as a free gift of grace, to which 
we had no rightftil claim, and which God did 
not owe to us.' 

Ver. 16. Then remembered I - - - he said. 
—When Peter refers to the words of Jesus, which 
are recorded both in Luke iiL 16 [Luke xxiv. 
49], and in Acts i. 6, the sense is not merely, 
that Peter had lived to witness the extension to 
pagans also of the gift which had been promised 
more immediately to the apostles (Meyer); the 
apostle rather speaks emphatically of the rela¬ 
tion existing between baptism with water and 
baptism with the Spirit in the following sense: 

* When the Lord promised us Hit baptism, it was 
the baptism with the Spirit; 1 now if He has 
granted to pagans the same baptism with the 
Holy Ghost, which we ourselves had previously 
received, baptism with water could not, in that 
case, be denied to them, for such a denial would 
have, very erroneously, represented the latter as 
being more important and more holy than the 
baptism with the Spirit. 


Ver. 17, 18. a. As God gave them, etc. 
[the like gift - - - ns, who believed ; see 
above, on ver. 15. —Tr.].—T he question in the 
apodosis (ver. 17): tyb ok rig fjprjv dvvcrdg ku7.vow 
rbv de6v, contains an inference corresponding to 
the foregoing [ei otrv etc. is the protasiB.— Tr.]. 
The particle Oe [see note 8 above, appended to 
the text.— Tr.] m the conditional clause, gras 
prominence to a certain antithesis, which is a 
double one in the present case, in which two in¬ 
terrogative clauses sure combined. [Winer : Or. 
N. T. I 66. 6. (3).—Tr.]. Peter asks: ‘Who, 
on the other hand, was I?' and, ‘Was I, then, 
able to hinder God?' The former question con¬ 
trasts God with man, the latter, God’s almighty 
will and action with man’s feeble powers. In 
each respect it was impossible to hinder God, 
that is, when he decreed to save these pagans, 
and to incorporate them with the kingdom of 
Christ, as well as those who were Jews by birth. 
[“k«X. r. d. u e., to hinder God , by hindering the 
baptism (x. 47), which his will contemplated, 
when he communicated the Spirit.” (de Wette). 
—Tr.] 

b. It hence appears that Peter did not restrict 
himself to the special objection which was made 
to his course in accepting the hospitality of pa¬ 
gans, and sitting at the table with them; he also 
took, as the basis of his vindication of himself 
the gracious purpose of God respecting the Gen¬ 
tiles, in so far aB that purpose was unmistakably 
revealed in the acts of God. If he could exhibit 
the subject distinctly and convincingly, from 
this point of view, his defence of himself for en¬ 
tering into social relations with pagans, would 
be perfectly successful. And such was really the 
case, according to ver. 18. For, those who had 
entertained scruples, were not only satisfied 
(r/oi^aaay), after hearing this address, and tacitly 
withdrew all that they had said in reproach of 
Peter, but also enthusiastically proclaimed the 
praises of God (i66£a$av etc.), who had granted 
so great a gift as a change of mind to heathens 
also, with a view to life or to salvation. The 
change of tense in rj/ab^doav and e66^aCov [see 
note 9 above, appended to the text.—T r.], in¬ 
forms us that Peter’s opponents were at once 
satisfied, but that the thanks and praises which 
they gave to God, were enduring. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The circumstance is not concealed from us, 
that a difference of opinion existed among the 
members of the primitive church respecting the 
procedure of Peter in the case of Cornelius, inso¬ 
much that even reproaches were addressed to 
the apostle on account of his conduct A feeling 
of dissatisfaction manifested itself, like that which 
is mentioned in ch. vi. 1; in the latter case, it 
was entertained by one part of the church against 
the other, but it is here an apostle with whom a 
part of the church is dissatisfied. Sacred His¬ 
tory does not purpose to exhibit the believers in 
an ideal light, which would require that such 
facts should be veiled, but presents the whole 
case in accordance with the truth. Even the 
apostolic church was not distinguished by such 
unity of sentiment, that no difference of opinion 
could arise and cloud it And even if this dia- 
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satisfaction with Peter’s course, and these com¬ 
plaints originally proceeded from a “ zeal of 
God ” [Rom. z. 2], it is, at the same time, per¬ 
fectly clear that this zeal was “ not according to 
knowledge,” and that moral defects also exercised 
an influence. Nevertheless, all is reported with 
the utmost candor, not merely for the sake of 
historical truth, but also in order that we might 
derive a warning from it, and understand that he 
that thinketh he standeth, should take heed lest 
he fall! (1 Cor. x. 12). 

2. The deportment of the apostle Peter, when 
he heard these reproaches, was truly evangelical, 
and in accordance with the mind of Jesus, and 
was not hierarchical in its. character. Far from 
retiring behind the protection of his apostolical 
authority and power, or leaning for support on 
any alleged primacy—far from claiming to be 
infallible in deciding a question of principle, or 
declining to furnish explanations and to justify 
himself, he allowed his opponents to express 
themselves unreservedly and fully. His defence, 
which was made with the utmost calmness and 
gentleness, was so constructed that the facts 
themselves spoke aloud, insomuch that even his 
opponents voluntarily confessed that they were 
vanquished. It was only in this way that the 
discussion could really result in majorem Dei glo - 
riam (kd6£a£ov rdv dedv, ver. 18); and it produced 
this result far more successfully than if the prin¬ 
ciple had been tenaciously held, that the apostle 
was a priori necessarily right, or, that, in view 
of the contracted judgment of the laity, he was 
by no means bound to explain his conduct. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vek. 1 . The apostles and brethren- 

heard.—The sweet savour of Christ [2 Cor. ii. 
15] is sometimes widely diffused by a single 
family. (Quesn.).—It will ever be an honor to 
this upright man (Peter), that he dared to be the 
first who, in company with others, guided poor 
heathens to Christ by means of the Gospel. If, 
then, it should even be the case that nothing at 
all is said about any one of us, except that we 
had not labored in vain to save sinners through 
the Gospel—that here a sinner had been awa¬ 
kened, or there a thirsting soul sought the grace 
of God—that here a soul had found peace, or 
there another obey ed the Gospel—and, that we 
had faithfully guided all,—this would be an 
abiding praise before God. (Ap. V&st).—Cesarea 
and Antioch , the joy of Jerusalem. This is the 
theme of the present chapter. The Lord subdued 
the carnal thoughts of the believers who were of 
the circumcision, so that they were quieted; 
they now not only praised God for all that had 
occurred in Cesarea, but also stretched forth fra¬ 
ternal hands to Antioch, so that all might be ac¬ 
complished in that city, which the tokens in Ces¬ 
area had indicated. Before Luke exhibits to us 
the progress of the Gospel from Antioch even to 
the end of the earth, he directs our attention to 
the unity of the Spirit, which marked the rela¬ 
tions between Antioch and Jerusalem; but Cesa¬ 
rea was the bond of peace which the Lord had, 
in a wonderful manner, established between 
these two cities. (Besser). 


Ver. 2, 8. Bat when Peter was come ap 
... they - - - contended with him, etc. 
—How often wisdom still has to justify herself 
on account both of her children, and of her man¬ 
ner of gathering them, in answer to many a cen¬ 
sure and many an objection which men pronounce! 
Who can perform any work so skilfully, as to be 
liable to no objection? But it is often well that 
such opposition counterbalances the joy with 
which success might inspire us, as we thus the 
more surely remain in that humble and calm 
frame of mind, which Peter here exhibits. (Rie¬ 
ger).—The church in Jerusalem did not recognize 
Peter as a pope, since she here calls him to ac¬ 
count. (Starke).—The' discussion of religious 
subjects, it is true, can seldom take place, with¬ 
out being, to a certain extent, a source of offence; 
still, it is often attended with the advantage that 
the truth is thus more fully brought to light 
(id.).—We learn from this contention, 1. That 
even among God’s saints no one has been free 
from blemishes and folly; and although we can¬ 
not compare the large rents in the walls of our 
modern Zion with the inconsiderable crevices 
that may be discovered in the primitive church, 
nevertheless, the church has at all times been, 
and always will continue.to be, a lazar-house, in 
which the sick and the infirm are restored by 
Jesus, the faithful Physician. Let no one, then, 
despond, who is required to fiilfil the duties of 
his office among the dead and the living, the 
healthy and the sick. 2. But, on the other hand, 
we ought not to ascribe the faults of the saints 
to a malicious spirit. There are some, who, when 
they speak of the devout, strain at gnats, while, 
at other times, they can even swallow camels. 
There are others who look at the failings of the 
apostles through a magnifying glass, and charge 
them with having misunderstood the mind of 
their Master, with having caused his plan to fail, 
etc., because they cannot establish their own sys¬ 
tem of faith, except on the ruins of the aposColio 
doctrine. There are even individuals who at¬ 
tempt to palliate their ewn transgressions, by 
appealing to the faults and sins of believers in the 
primitive church. It is necessary to explain to 
all such persons the distinction between faults and 
weaknesses, on the one hand, and unfaithfulness 
and unholiness of feeling, on the other—to show 
them that the faults of believers are not presented 
as models, but recorded as warnings—and to ex¬ 
hort them to repent, and do the first works [Rev. 
ii. 6]. Pastors, especially, are bound to guard 
against indulging a contentious spirit, and to 
remember the word of Paul: “If any maxi seem 
to be contentious,[let him know that (Osrm . ver¬ 
sion)'] we have no such custom.” [1 Cor. xi. 
16]. 8. When we have truly known and experi¬ 

enced the universal love of God, we can form a 
more correct judgment respecting many occur¬ 
rences which are connected with the kingdom of 
God, although they may take place beyond the 
pale of our own creed, and we will be preserved 
from yielding to an undue zeal against other re¬ 
ligions. It will give us pleasure when, here or 
there, another soul is won, even if we might ob¬ 
ject in part to the manner in which that soul was 
approached. 4. They were of the circumcision, 
or believers among the Jews, who took offenoe at 
the baptism of the Gentiles [see Exeg. note on 
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▼er. 3.— Tb. ]. Their attachment to the traditions 
of the fathers, and their erroneous Tiews of cer¬ 
tain passages of the Scriptures, led them to re¬ 
gard the observance of the Mosaic law as neces¬ 
sary. A remnant of the Jewish leaven still fer¬ 
mented in them, and, through them, in the pri¬ 
mitive church. We here find a striking illustra¬ 
tion of the force of old and deep-rooted prejudices, 
even in the case of converted men. The tendency 
to rely on works, as if they were meritorious, is 
not entirely extirpated, even when its gross forms 
cease to appear after conversion/ (Ap. Past.).— 
The infirmitie* of believer*: they are to be regarded, 

I. Not as facts which bear witness againBt the 
faith, but as evidences of human imperfection, 
over which faith has not yet fully prevailed; II. 
Not as palliations of our own sins, but as facts 
which warn him who stands, to take heed lest he 
fall.— The division$ in the primitive Church —exhi¬ 
bited to Christendom, for the purpose of, I. Hum¬ 
bling men, by exposing the power of the enemy, 
who never fails to sow tares among the wheat; 

II. Comforting men, by demonstrating that no¬ 
thing new or strange ooours in the experience of 
the church, when rents and divisions take place 
in our day; III. Instructing men, by showing 
how such divisions m&y be healed, through the 
power of evangelical truth and love. 

Veb. 4-17. [See above, Hom. etc. on ch. x. 9- 
23.]. Observe here a beautiful illustration of 
humility, as furnished by a religious teacher. 
Peter gives an account of his conduct with mo¬ 
desty, in fall accordance with his own exhorta¬ 
tion (1 Pet iii. 15, 16), in a very different man¬ 
ner from the bishops of Rome, who will not con¬ 
sent to be judged by any one. Ps. xii. 4. 
(Starke).—Here he was truly Peter;' like a rock 
that cannot be moved, he retained all his firm¬ 
ness when the brethren assailed him, and neither 
permitted himself to doubt the truth of his con¬ 
victions, nor lost his calmness and gentleness. 
How would we have sustained ourselves in such 
a trial—we, who are often so sensitive and impa¬ 
tient when sincere friends kindly admonish us, or, 
after we have ascertained the will of God, begin 
to waver, when we hear the opinions of men ? 
(From Ap. Past.).—The testimony of the six 
brethren of Joppa, who had N accompanied Peter, 
was now of great advantage to him. Hence, it 
is well, if we desire to obviate all doubts, to act I 


with openness, and to secure the testimony of 
men of acknowledged veracity. (Rieger).—The 
defence of the apostle is, in its whole character, 
calm, natural and convincing. He relates all the 
circumstances of the case with precision, and 
specially dwells on those which justified his con¬ 
duct, e. g., his own prejudice at the beginning, 
the heavenly vision, etc. This mode of demon¬ 
strating his innocence, by a plain statement of 
the facts themselves, corresponds precisely to the 
spirit of Christianity, which demands that truth 
and uprightness should constitute the basis of til 
our actions. (From Ap. Past.).— The apostle Pe¬ 
ter's vindication , in the presence of the Christians , of 
his conduct in baptizing heathens: I. That he vin¬ 
dicates himself; IL The manner in which he 
does it (Schleiermacher). 

v»* 18. When they heard these things, 
they held their peace. —The strong should 
bear with the infirmities of the weak, but the 
latter should also be willing to receive the admo- , 
nitions of the former. (Starke).—To err is hu¬ 
man, but to adhere resolutely to an error of 
which we are convinced is devilish. How much 
injury has been inflicted on the church of God 
by that obstinacy which continues to defend er¬ 
roneous views, because they have been once 
adopted! (Ap. Past.)— The objections of hmm 
short-sightedness against the wonderful wags of di¬ 
vine wisdom: they must end, I. In self-abasement 
and silence, II. In joyful praise of God. 

• On thb whole section. — Peter's defence of kit 
conduct before the brethren, a model of a fraternal 
vindication: I. By its evangelical gentleness and 
humility; II. By its apostolical firmness and 
candor.— The best witnesses of a servant of Qod, vke* 
he is assailed and misjudged: I. The commission of 
God, of which he is conscious; II. The eyes of 
men, in whose presence he labored; III The 
peace of mind with which he can justify himself; 
IV. The fruits of his labors, to which he may 
point.— Then hath Qod also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life: let us here observe, L The 
greatness of divine mercy; IL The blessings 
which follow man's repentance.— The reception of 
the first heathen family into the Christian brother¬ 
hood: I. A glorious triumph of divine wisdom 
and mercy; II. A noble proof of Christian hu¬ 
mility and charity; HI. A. powerful impulse to 
that love which seeks the salvation of men. 
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SECTION IY. 


THE ESTABLISHMENT OP A GENTILE-CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION IN ANTIOCH. ITS 
COMMUNION IN FAITH AND LOVE WITH JERUSALEM. SAUL AND THE ANTIOCH¬ 
IAN CONGREGATION. 

Chapter XI. 19-30. 

A. —THE POUNDING OP THE CHURCH IN ANTIOCH, THROUGH THE AGENCT OP HELLENI8T8. 


Chapter XI. 19-21. 

19 Now they which [who] were scattered abroad upon [since] the persecution [afflic¬ 
tion] that arose [had arisen] about Stephen 1 travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, 

20 and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only. ♦And [But] some 
of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to* Antioch, 
[who came to Antioch, and] spake unto the Grecians [Greeks] *, preaching [the Gos- 

21 pel concerning] the Lord Jesus. ♦And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a 
great number [that] 4 believed, and [ om. and] turned unto the Lord. 


1 Var. 10. The reading Art [of text rtc.X is better attested, aa well by MSS. [B [e sU]. G. H.], as by ancient 

venioDS and lathers, than Art Sre^orov jof A. B., and adopted by Lachm.j; this latter was undoubtedly introduced by those 
who viewed m [here] as a preposition of time [as the Vulg. which represents the Greek genitive in the version sub Sto- 
phono. (See Wiser: Gram. N. T. §43. c: “Art is here equivalent to on account qf, or, against, with the dative.”) D. 
reads M rev Zvc^orov. The dative is adopted by Tisch. and Lach. and is sanctioned by Cod. Sin.—T r.1 

1 Ter. 20. a. lAOorrc? is decisively sustained [by A. B. D. E. G. Cod. Sin., and adopted by Lach- Tisch. and Alf.], rather 
than the compound «tteA0. of text, roc^ which is supported by only one manuscript. [H.l.— [After ikaXow Lach. and Alf. 
insert mu from A. B. and Vulg. et; it Is also found in Cod. Sin. But it is omitted in text, roc., and by Tisch. in accordance 
with D. E. G. H., and is regarded by de Wette aq an interpolation.—T&.] 

* Ter. 20. b. The two conflicting readings are’EAAijvav and 'EAAifi'urrdv. The latter [of text, rsc.] is • still sustained 
numerically by the authorities, rather than the former, vis., by B [e sil]. E. G. H., and nearly all the minuscules, and by 
several fathers. But, on the other hand/EAAip'ac is found In A. and D. (in the original text of the latter [but altered‘by 
a later hand to —vurrac (Tisch.)]). It also occurs, as it has recently appeared, in Cod. Sin., and is adopted by Eusebius, 
and by Chrysostom, Theophylact and Oecumenius, in their commentaries. [But the text of the original writer of Cod. Sin. 
reads thus: cAaA. jc«u w p. r. tvayytkurrac. and a later hand altered the last word to IkXrjvat. Tisch. and Alf. add that 
Chrys. Theop. and Oec. 7 in their text , as distinguised from their comm, read— vurric. —Ta.J. Internal reasons decide un¬ 
conditionally In favor of ‘BAAip'af, for this reading alone constitutes an antithesis to Tovdat'otr of ver. 10, inasmuch as the 
preaching of the Gospel to the Hellenists [who were also Jews by birth; see above, ch. vi. 1 b.] would not in the least de¬ 
gree, have been a novel and remarkable event. Hence, the reading'EAAipoc was preferred already by Grotius, Usher, and 
Bengrl,and was inserted In the text bv Griesbach, Lachmann and Tischendorf [ana by Alf., with whom de Wette and Meyer 
fully concur. Tischendorf says that the Vulg. does not seem to distinguish between the two words. The Engl, version ren¬ 
ders iAApnmjt in the three passages in which it occurs 1 'in the text. rec. by Grecians (Acts vi. 1; ix. 20; xi. 20). *EAA« v 
(sing, and plur.) occurs in the text. rec. twenty-six times; it is rendered, in the Engl. vers, of the N. T. six times Gentile, 
Gentiles, and twenty times, Greek, Greeks* —Tr.] 

* Ver. 21. The article b is wanting before »wrr*vVa?, it is true, in most of the uncial MSS. [D. E. G. H. and text, rec.], 
and is found only in A.andB. [and also in Cod. Sin.l; but as it would scarcely have been inserted, if it had not been 
originally employed, it may be regarded os genuine. It has, hence, been inserted in the text by Lach. and Tisch. [and by 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 19. a. Now they which were scat¬ 
tered abroad.—Luke here resumes his account 
of the Christians who had become fugitives in 
consequence of the hostility of which Stephen, 
and, immediately afterwards, the Church in gene¬ 
ral, had been the objects. ’Axd rrjq away 

from the affliction, or, since that event [on account 
of, (de Wette); th consequence of (Winer, §47- b. 
nit.)—T r.]. This dMftc is, as Luke specially 
states, the one yevoghnj brl Ir&pdvtf), which oc¬ 
curred on account of Stephen, or, with the origin 
of which he was connected. (’Ett/, indicating 
the motive.) 

b. The question here arises: What is the con¬ 
nection between this narrative, ver. 19-21, and the 
foregoing? That a certain pragmatic connection 
[that of cause and effect. — Tr.] does exist, is indi¬ 
cated by obv, and the point to be determined is: 
What is that connection? Now, at first view, 
the obvious answer would seem to be, that the 


preaching of the Goppel to the Antiochian Gen¬ 
tiles, ver. 20, is intended to be described as a re¬ 
sult of the conversion of the Gentile, Cornelias. 
This is the opinion of Kuinoel, and a similar view 
is entertained by Sohneckenburger (Zweck. d. 
Apgsch. p. 176), and Lange (Qcsch. d. Kirche. II. 
143.). The interpretation is sustained by assum¬ 
ing that the example of Peter authorized and en¬ 
couraged similar efforts and attempts to preach the 
Gospel to heathens. But, on the one hand, the 
narrative which now follows, stands in no connec¬ 
tion whatever with the conversion of Cornelius; 
it would, indeed, be necessary, in order to estab¬ 
lish snch a connection, to assume by a forced inter¬ 
pret ation, that the contents of ver. 19 constitute 
a parenthesis, and to connect h'Xd'kow nfa r. *E3A. 
in ver. 20, immediately with obv [at the begin¬ 
ning of ver. 19.]. And, on the other hand, it 
distinctly appears from ver. 19, that Luke intends 
to connect the statements in that verse and in 
those which succeed, with his account of the per¬ 
secution of which Stephen was the victim. Luke>. 
in fact, here resumes the thread of discourse* 
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which he had dropped at ch. viii. 4 [see shore], and 
employs precisely the same words which occurred 
in that passage: oi pkv ovv duunraohrrec dif/X&av. 
The historian, no doubt, connects this event—the 
original founding of the church at Antioch—with 
the conversion of Cornelius, since it is, in its es¬ 
sential features, of the same nature; it is, namely, 
an extension of the church of Christ beyond the 
boundaries of Judaism. But, at the same time, 
he by no means places the two events in an im¬ 
mediate causal or pragmatical connection. Henoe, 
the position which the following narrative of the 
founding of the church in Antioch occupies, fur¬ 
nishes no grounds for assigning the first conver¬ 
sion of pagans in Antioeh to a later period than 
that of Cornelius. The pragmatic connection of 
the conversion of pagans in Antioch with the 
persecution described in ch. viii. 1 ff., implies, 
on the contrary, that the former may have oc¬ 
curred even previously to the occurrence at Cesa- 
rea. For those who were scattered after the 
death of Stephen, probably continued their jour¬ 
ney without delay, until they severally found 

E laces in which they could abide in security, and 
ibor without hinderance—some of them, in 
particular, arriving at Antioch. And here it 
cannot reasonably be supposed that a period, em¬ 
bracing even several years, elapsed before any 
one of their number proclaimed the word con¬ 
cerning Jesus Christ to individual heathens. But 
it is known with certainty, on the other hand, 
from the history of the life of the apostle Paul, 
that a period of at least three years intervened 
between the death of Stephen (which was fol¬ 
lowed afterwards by the conversion of Saul), and 
Paul’s residence in Tarsus [ix. 80; xL 25, 26], 
during which the Antiochian congregation al¬ 
ready existed. 

c. Travelled aa far as Phenice, and Cy¬ 
prus, and Antiooh. —[<h>m« 7 , Lat. Phoenice , 
(a more correct form than the usual Phoenicia) is 
the ancient Gr®co- Roman name of a narrow strip 
of land on the Syro-Palestinian coast of the 
Mediterranean, more than 130 mileB in length, 
extending from Cape Carmel on the south to the 
island of Aradus near the coast, or the mouth of 
the river Eleutherus, and including the cities of 
Tyre, Sidon, Berytus, etc. (Hirzoo: Real-Encyk . 
XI. 610.— For Antioch, see below, on ver. 20, 
21 .—Tr.]. We are informed in this verse, that 
the Christians who fled from Jerusalem after the 
death of Stephen, and who, according to ch. viii. 1, 
were scattered abroad throughout the regions of 
Judea and Samaria, had, in some instances, 
passed beyond the northern and north-western 
boundaries of Palestine, and entered the terri¬ 
tory of Phenioe; others proceeded to the neigh¬ 
boring island of Cyprus, or retired to Antioch, 
the capital of Syria. They labored as mission- 
. aries wherever they came, and probably prepared 
the way for the establishment of the* Christian 
congregation in Tyre, which is mentioned below, 
ch. xxi. 7. However, they were accustomed to 
address none but Jews, which fact indeed is im¬ 
plied in ch. viii. 4; the only exception was that 
of Philip, who preached in Samaria [viii. 5], 
and was afterwards specially directed by God to 
approach the officer of the court, who belonged 
to Meroe [see above, ch. viii. 27, 28. b.—T r. 1 
Van. 20,21. And some of them, etc.—New 


and important statements are here made. Some 
of these Christians whom the persecution had 
dispersed, and whose flight converted them into 
missionaries, were natives of the island of Cy¬ 
prus ; others of the number originally came from 
the African province of Cyrene. They were, 
consequently, Judmo-Christians who were natives 
of Hellenic regions, that is, they were Hellenists. 
When these men arrived at the large city of An¬ 
tioch (in which, undoubtedly many Jowb also re¬ 
sided), and proclaimed Jesus as the Lord, they 
addressed themselves also to the Hellenes, that 
is, to heathens. See note 8 above, appended to 
the text, (on ver. 20. b.).—Antioch, situated on 
the river Orontea, and somewhat less than 20 miles 
distant from the Mediterranean [and its port, 
Seleucia], had been built by Seleucus Kicator, 
the founder of the kingdom of the Seleucidae, 
and received its name from that of his father 
Antiochus. It was one of the many Hellenic 
[Greek] colonies, which owed their existence to 
the Macedonian conquests in the East. The 
Greek language and culture consequently pre¬ 
dominated in Antioch, which rapidly rose to the 
rank of the first city of the East, although the 
mass of the original inhabitants consisted of na¬ 
tives of Syria.—Thus it occurred that Israelites 
who found homes in heathen countries in which 
Greek culture prevailed (Hellenists), were the 
agents through whom the Gospel was proclaimed 
to heathens of Greek culture. They labored, 
moreover, with great success, for we are told, in 
ver. 21, that a great number of heathens received 
the word in faith, and were converted to Christ. 
This was the work of the Lord, for His hand— 
his mighty, spiritual influence—accompanied the 
labors of these zealous Christians. [Comp. Lu. i. 
66; Acts iv. 30; “ potentia sptritvmie, per eean- 
gelium se exserene."" (Bengel).—T r.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The kingly power of Christ, to whom indeed 
all power in heaven and in earth is given, and 
the wonderful and adorable wisdom of his govern¬ 
ment, are gloriously revealed in the fact that the 
persecution which led to the death of Stephen, 
and compelled many Christians to flee from Jeru¬ 
salem, was converted into the means for extend¬ 
ing His kingdom. When men thought evil, God 
meant it unto good [Gen. 1. 20]; an occurrence 
which seemed even to the disciples of Jesus to 
be dangerous and pernicious, was ultimately de¬ 
monstrated to be truly beneficial, through the 
guidance of the Lord. When the Christians 
were compelled to flee from one city, they re¬ 
tired, according to the Redeemer’s directions, to 
another, and found, at length, a quiet and secure 
lace of abode. If the primitive church, which 
ad previously occupied such an isolated and ex¬ 
clusive position, was scattered, it was precisely 
that event which caused the Gospel to be carried 
to other places. The kingdom of Jesus Christ is 
the kingdom of the Crucified One, and the cross 
is its peculiar mark. No believer can advance 
in the path of holiness without bearing the cjoss, 
and not only the internal, but also the external 
growth of the church of Christ, often proceeds 
with most success, precisely under the cross. 
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On this occasion, the cross, or persecution, pro¬ 
moted the extension of the Gospel not merely 
beyond the city of Jerusalem, namely in Judea 
and Samaria, but also beyond the limits of the 
Holy Land, and, indeed, far beyond the boun¬ 
daries which separated Israel from the heathen 
world. 

2. Those whom the persecution had dispersed, 
spake the word, preaching the Gospel concern¬ 
ing Jesns, wherever they came. They proclaim¬ 
ed that Gospel even though they were not apos¬ 
tles, nor held any other office in the church.— 
They knew in whom they believed; they were 
anointed with the Holy Ghost, and “ out of the 
abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh.” 
[Matth. xii. 84]. Thus they involuntarily be¬ 
came travelling preachers, and even missionaries 
among heathens, since some of them preached 
Jesus to the Greeks in Antioch. And that they 
did not act presumptuously in adopting this 


course, was demonstrated by the blessed results: 
the hand of the Lord was with them ver. 21, and 
many heathens were converted through their 
word. The Lord of the Churoh Himself, accord¬ 
ingly, sanctioned and legitimized these extra- 
official labors. The great principle itself, which 
was involved in the conversion of Gentiles, was 
sanctified by God in the case of Cornelius and 
the apostle Peter; but the first successful move¬ 
ment in this work of converting heathens—the 
first establishment of the congregation of An¬ 
tioch, the metropolis of Gentile-Christianity,— 
was effected, not by Peter, nor by any other 
apostle, but by ordinary Chiistians and church- 
members. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 
See below, ver. 27-80. 


B.—THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM 8END8 BARNABA8 TO ANTIOCH; HE ENCOURAGE8 THE MEMBERS OF 
THE RECENTLY FORMED CONGREGATION, AND CONDUCTS SAUL TO THEM. 

Chapter XI. 22-26. 

22 Then [But] tidings of these things [concerning them ( see Exeg. notej] came unto 
the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that 

23 he should go [travel] 1 as far as Antioch. *Who, when he came [arrived], and had 
seen [and saw] the grace* of God, was glad [rejoiced], and exhorted them [om. them] 
all, that with purpose [determination] of [the] heart they would cleave [should ad- 

24 here] unto the Lord. *For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of 

25 faith: and much people [a considerable multitude] was added unto the Lord. *Then 

26 departed Barnabas [But he went forth]* to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: *And when he 
had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole 
year they 4 assembled themselves [came together} with the church [in the congregation] 6 , 
and tauglit much people. And [taught a considerable multitude, and (re) that 

aUo depending on £y£vero)] the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 

i Ver. 22. It is true that bukOtTv is wanting in A. B. [and also Cod. Sin.], as well as in several versions [Syr. Vulg. etc.], 
and it is cancelled by Lachmann. It is, however, sufficiently attested [by D. B. G. H., and retained ,by Alf.L and could 
have more easily been omitted as superfluous, than have been interpolated, if it had originally been wanting. [See Winer: 
Qr.N.T.\to.A. ult. where the presence of the word is justified ana explained.—Tn.] 

* Ver. 23. [rqv after rif* \aptv is omitted in the text, rec., with D. E., but Lachm. and Alf. insert it from A. B. It is 
found also in Cod. 8in. Alford takes it emphatically in the following sense: “ the grace which (evidently) was that of 
God.”—Taj 

* Ver. 2&. The readings b Bapvd/toc and avriv [the latter both before and after vyayev], alike spnrions; the former 

fb found in B. G. IL, Vulg. etc., but is omitted in Cod. Sin., and by Alf., and, besides,] is wanting in A. B. and D., even 
though the latter MS. (Cantabrig.) has inserted in the text an unnecessary amplification of this verse. [It is adopted by 
Bornemann. axul is as follows: <urqu<r«c to, XavAefe to rlv ct? &ap<r6v (corrected by a later hand to T apabr) avar 

$fTM> minbr • koX ms <n>vTV\mv naptKakto'tv avrbv ikQtlv tie 'Ayrt6x*uuv.—axnbv before ijyaytv, is found in G. H., but is 
omitted in A. B. E. Cod. Sin., and by Lach., Tisch. and Alf. —aur&v after vfyaytv is found in E. G. H., but is omitted in A. 
B. Cod. Sin., and by Lach., Tisch. and Alf.—T r.] 

♦Ver. 26. a. The word auroZs[after 'Eyfrcro to], which in reference to the last member of the verse [xpvpaTurou, like 
the preceding infinitives, depending on ty^eroj Winer: Or. N. T. $4t. 31 is obviously the more difficult reading, is, 
nevertheless, sustained by three Important MSS. [A. B. E., and now also Cod. Sin.], and a number of minuscules. Hence, 
Tisch. and Lach. [as also Born, and Alf.] have very properly preferred It to the reading avrovt [of text. rec. from G. H. 
Meyer says, in opposition to these oditors: “ The accus. is necessary, as XPVM* which follows afterwards, does not suit this 
dative.” But Lake may have chosen the dat. on account of eytvtro which immediately precedes, (comp. xx. 10; xxii. 17) 
and retained this construction, although he appended the last member of the verse. See Win. Or. Or. 60-07.—Tr.].—I t 
is more doubtful whether **L before ivtavrbr [omitted in text, rec., and by E. G. H.1 and which Lach. ana Tisch. [and AIL] 
hare inserted from A. B. etc., is genuine; it rather appears to be a later addition, designed to be emphatic. [It is found 
iaCod. Sin. Meyer regards it as genuine, and as corresponding to kcu before 3(3., equivalent to both—and alto. —Tr.] 

* Ver. 26. b. [The Engl, version offers in the margin the strictly literal rendering (Wiclif; Rhelms): in the church (ir 
r. i.y, instead of tenth the church (Geneva) in its text. See Exm. notes below, ver. 23-26. b.—T r.] 
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EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 22. Then tidings of these things 

[concerning them].—The tidings referred to the 
mm [not “things” Engl, vers.], who voluntarily 
labored in Antioch as missionaries among the Gen¬ 
tiles; for avrOv in ver. 22, like avruv in ver. 21, 
must necessarily be understood as referring to 
the Hellenists who are described in ver. 20, as 
performing the part of evangelists. Public re¬ 
port [<S Myog, fama, as in Mark i. 46 (Meyer).— 
Tr.] Drought the information concerning tneir 
operations among the pagans, and the results of 
their preaching in Antioch, to the congregation 
in Jerusalem. The members of the latter gave 
evidence of their interest in this matter, and in 
the congregation in Antioch, (which had been but 
recently formed, and which consisted mainly of 
converted heathens), by Bending Barnabas to 
them. This mission was the more appropriate 
and kind, as Barnabas himself was also a native 
of the island of Cyprus (iv. 86), from which some 
of those Christians came, who had spread the 
Gospel in Antioch. A certain connection between 
these men and Barnabas, accordingly, already 
existed, inasmuch as he was not only a Hellenist, 
but, in particular, a native of Cyprus. 

Ver. 28-26. a. Barnabas was commissioned 
by the primitive congregation to examine the 
state of affairs in Antioch, and then to adopt 
such active measures as the circumstances should 
require. When he arrived, he saw such decisive 
evidences of the grace of God, which had at¬ 
tended the labors of the evangelists, and controlled 
the newly converted heathens, that he could only 
heartily rejoice. He found no occasion to censure 
any thing whatever, or even to remedy any de¬ 
fect, and therefore all that remained for him to 
do, was, solely, to exhort all the members of the 
congregation to persevere, and to remain faithful 
to the Redeemer. He urged them to adhere rp 
irpr&loei ryg KapSiag , with the determination of 
the heart, to the Lord, t. c., to adopt it as an es¬ 
tablished principle, and carry it into effect, that 
they would adhere to Christ. This irapaxafylv 
of Barnabas reminds us of the circumstance men¬ 
tioned by Luke, Acts, ch. iv. 86, that he had been 
surnamed: “Son of prophetic discourse, or ex¬ 
hortation” [see Exso. note on iv. 36, 87 .—Tr.], 
on account of the special gift which he had re¬ 
ceived. We may hence assume, that the exhor¬ 
tations which he addressed to the Antiochian 
Christians, were discourses preeminently marked 
by depth and power of thought, and by earnest¬ 
ness of manner. There is another allusion to 
the same general point, in Luke’s remark that 
Barnabas had a kind heart and disposition, and 
was full of the Holy Ghost and of faith. The 
predicate aya&dg designated not only moral worth 
in general, but also, in a special sense, kindness, 
or, affectionate sentiments. All this most fully 
agrees with the statement that he rejoiced so 
heartily ver. 28), when he ascertained the 

spiritual state of the recent converts. 

6. •Who, when he came, etc.—The mission 
of Barnabas produced a twofold result: on the 
one hand, the number of converts was conside¬ 
rably increased (ver. 24) through his labors in 
the congregation of Antioch; on the other, it was 


of the highest importance, and exerted a widely 
extended influence, in reference not only to this 
congregation, but also to the entire church of 
Christ, that Barnabas brought Saul in connecticn 
with the congregation of Antioch, ver. 25 t 
Saul did not himself originally conceive the 
thought, independently of others, of proceeding 
to Antioch, but it was Barnabas who induced 
him to adopt this course. It was, according to 
ch. ix. 27, Barnabas himself, who had, at an 
earlier period, introduced Saul to the apostles in 
Jerusalem, and plaoed him in connection with 
the primitive congregation of that city. The 
same man now brought Saul to Antioch, and es¬ 
tablished an organic communication between 
him and this congregation of Gentile-Christians, 
the future history of which promised to be so 
rich in events, and which converted Antioch into 
the metropolis of Gentile-Christianity. Barnabas 
was acquainted with all the circumstances con¬ 
nected with the conversion of Paul, and hence he 
had, doubtless, also been informed of the decla¬ 
ration of the exalted Redeemer that He had 
chosen Saul to bear His name before Gentile na¬ 
tions and kings, oh. ix. 16; comp. xxii. 21; xxvL 
16 ff. It is therefore possible that while Barnabas 
was laboring in this Gentile congregation, which 
had been so recently called into existence, and yet 
had already become so large, the image of that 
man who was chosen for such lofty purposes, 
and, specially, for the conversion of heathens, 
may have, not without the illumination of the 
Holy Ghost (“full of the Holy Ghost,” ver. 24), 
presented itself to his mind. It was soon clear 
to him that Saul was precisely suited for that 
field of labor, even as the latter was suited for 
him, so that he would be the right man in the 
right place. He accordingly proceeded at once 
to Tarsus in Cilicia, which was not far distant, 
for the purpose of seeking Saul in his native city, 
to which he had retired in order to escape the 
hostile movements of the HelleniBts'at Jerusalem, 
(ch. ix. 80). Here he had disappeared for a sea¬ 
son from tne view, not only of his enemies, but 
also of his Christian brethren, like one who had 
left no trace behind; it became necessary to seek 
him out (ava^irrrjvai), and, as it were, to discover 
him anew (eiipow). Barnabas induced him by 
his earnest requests and representations to ac¬ 
company him when he himself returned to An¬ 
tioch. And now Saul enters upon that field of 
action on which his peculiar labors were destined 
to unfold themselves in their whole breadth and 
depth. He labored at first in connection with 
Barnabas during an entire year, within the limits 
of the Antiochian congregation: they assembled 
“in the congregation,” that is, they labored in 
the assemblies for public worship; [iv r$ kutbpip, 
they attended at the meetings of the congrega¬ 
tion, (de Wette); they came together in the church, 
the public assembly, u e., for the purpose of wor¬ 
ship. (Haokett).— Tr.]. —To understand the word 
c rwax&ijvai, with Meyer (2d ed.) as denoting the 
hospitable reception with which the two men 
met, is not in harmony with the context, as the 
language of Luke refers alike to Paul and Bar¬ 
nabas, whereas the latter already had his home, 
as it were, in Antioch; ow&yecv, moreover, occurs 
in such a sense only when the words cif oUiow 
are connected with it, or when the connection 
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indicates it unequivocally in some other manner. 
[In the last (3d ed. 1861) edition of his commen¬ 
tary, Meyer abandons the interpretation men¬ 
tioned above, and now says: “(Twax$7/vcu does 
not denote a hospitable reception (Matth. xxv. 86), 
which does not suit the case of Barnabas; the 
sense is: they were brought together , that is, 
united in the congregation, after having pre¬ 
viously lived and labored apart from each other.” 
—Ta.].—The two men taught much people, 
which fact indicates the wide extent of their 
operations; their labors, however, are not to be 
viewed precisely as those of missionaries, but 
rather as those of teachers (dtddoneiv), who guided 
the converts in acquiring a knowledge of the 
truth, and conducted them onward in the Chris¬ 
tian life and walk. It should, besides, be noticed 
that this did&OKtiv, in the proper sense of the 
word, is here, for the first time, mentioned in 
connection with Paul, (although Barnabas is 
also undoubtedly included!, whereas iniv. 2, 18; 
v. 25, 28, 42; comp. ii. 42, it is represented as 
exclusively the act of the apostles. 

c. That the name of “ Christians ” originated in 
Antioch, is a fact, for the knowledge of which 
we are indebted to Luke. It may seem to be one 
of very little importance, and is, indeed, men¬ 
tioned incidentally, and in quite an unpretending 
manner. Still, it is a faot of some weight, and 
is so regarded by Luke, however unpretending 
his manner of stating it may be. For the con¬ 
nection in which it occurs, shows that he viewed 
it as an evidence of the blessing which attended 
the labors of Saul and Barnabas in Antioch. 
[The Christians styled themselves ol padr/rai, ol 
aytOL, ol Trwrrot, or ol nurrebovrec, ol adehpoi, ol rye 
6ioi> (Alf.) while the names YdiiXaJoi (Acts ii. 7), 
Ka^opaloi (Acts xxiv. 6), etc., were applied to them 
by the Jews. (Kuin.)—Tn.]. The original 
introduction of the name of Christians, con¬ 
stitutes, indeed, in a certain sense, an era. It 
has long since, and with great truth, been said, 
that the Christians did not originally apply this 
name to themselves; for throughout the whole 
New Testament it is employed by those who 
were not Christians. (Acts xxvi. 28; 1 Pet. iv. 
16). Neither could the Jews have introduced it, 
since they would never have applied the-Messi¬ 
anic name, which they held to be sacred, to a 
hated sect; it would have, according to their 
views, been desecrated by such a use. No other 
explanation is possible, except that the name 
proceeded from the pagans , and this view is sus¬ 
tained by the form of the word, which, in ejpry 
respect, resembles the names of political parties, 
such as Herodians [Mt. xxii. 16], Caesarians , 
Pompeians. [“That it has a Latin form (like 
Mariani, Vitelliani, etc.), is no decided proof of 
a Latin origin: Latin forms had become natu¬ 
ralised among the Greeks, etc”. (Alf.).—Tn.]. 
To pagans, who were not acquainted with the 
historical and dogmatical or religious significa¬ 
tion of 6 xpwrfy s* an appellative, it seemed to 
he a proper name, and thus they formed a party 
name from it. Ewald, who goes still further, 
conjectures that the name proceeded from the Ro¬ 
man government in Antioch, the residence of the 
proconsul of Syria; but it is not probable that 
the Roman authorities, at this early period, al¬ 
ready noticed the Christians officially, as a body 


of men distinct from the Jews. [Xprtparloat, 1. 
aor. inf. act., “nominati sunt; xPW ar & lv Atticis 
erat res agere, apud recentiores, res ita agere , a it 
nomen inde adipiscaris , hinc significations intransi- 
tiva, did, nominari, audire, id. quod bvopd&odai, 
KaXeUrdaif etc”. (Kuinoel). Comp. Rom. vii. 8. 
—Tn.].—Now if the name was furnished by pa¬ 
gans, this circumstance itself demonstrates that 
the development of the church of Christ had ad¬ 
vanced to another grade, which was new in its 
essential features. Although the pagans often 
came in contact with Christians, they had not 
hitherto distinguished them from the Jews, nor 
recognized them as a separate and independent 
class of men. But they now made this distinc¬ 
tion, and, first of all, in Antioch, and thus two 
points are established:—first, large numbers of 
pagans must have been converted in this city; 
for as Antioch contained a large Jewish popula¬ 
tion also, it is apparent, that if the great mass of 
the Christian congregation had consisted of con¬ 
verted Israelites, the Christians, as a whole, 
would have continued to be identified with the 
Jews. Secondly, the specific or peculiar features 
of Christianity, now came prominently into view, 
in so far as Christ was the centre of the faith, 
the love, and the hope of the Church ( Xpioruwoi ). 
The introduction of this name is, therefore, his¬ 
torically important, as an evidence that, at this 
point, the church of Christ is entering the sphere 
of General History, and that the Judseo-Christians 
are becoming commingled with Gentile-Christians 
as one body. See my [the author’s] work, en¬ 
titled: Apostol. u. nachapost. Zeitalter, 2d ed. p. 
372 f. [Lechler there remarks, in addition to the 
thoughts expressed above, that the name Chris¬ 
tians embraced all the members, irrespectively 
of their Jewish or Gentile birth, since Luke here 
says rovf padr/rac, and that it appears from Gal. 
ii. 12,18, that previously to the arrival of certain 
men at Antioch, the Judwo-Christians had not 
been deterred by any Levitical laws from asso¬ 
ciating with their Gentile-Christian brethren on 
equal terms, etc., etc.—T b. 1.—The supposition 
that the name of Christians had been originally 
employed as a term of ridicule, which, after the 
example of Wetstein, Baumgarten still entertains, 
has nothing to sustain it, except the circumstance 
that the people of Antioch were notorious for 
their wit and satirical language. [For the authori¬ 
ties by which this fact is proved, see Kuinoel, 
ad loc.f and Conyb. and Howson: Life, etc. of 
St. Paul , I. 180, and n. 4. London. 1864.—Tn.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL! 

1. The apostles here recede in a remarkable 
manner from our view. When Philip had labored 
among the Samaritans, the apostles who were at 
Jerusalem, heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, ch. viii. 14, and they Bent thither 
Peter and John, two of their own number. But 
in the present passage the tidings of the conver¬ 
sion of Gentiles in Antiooh, “came unto the ears 
of the church ,” and it is the church that sends 
Barnabas to thiB city. Hence, it is not the col¬ 
lege of the apostles, but the church, that grants 
the commission, and the messenger himBelf is not 
an apostle, but a member of the church. It oan- 
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not, indeed, be doubted in the least degree, that 
the church at Jerusalem, including, and not ex¬ 
cluding the apostles, is meant, so that the apos¬ 
tles cooperate when Barnabas was commissioned. 
Nevertheless, even according to this view, it is a 
striking circumstance that the apostles, whose 
position was so prominent in ch. viii. 14, here 
retire, as it were, among the congregation, and 
act only in conjunction with the latter. Even 
when it is fairly taken* into account, that at the 
former period the great majority of the members 
of the church in Jerusalem had been scattered 
abroad, in consequence of the persecution men¬ 
tioned in viii. 1, and that those who remained in 
the city were principally the apostles, (whereas, 
at the present time, a numerous congregation 
may have again gathered around them), it is still 
a very significant circumstance that the messenger 
was a man who did not belong to the circle of 
the apostles. This course of the apostles in thus 
retiring from their former prominent position, 
must, necessarily, have a certain reference to the 
specific nature of the event that is here brought 
to view. Baumgarteu (I. 267) very correctly 
here recognizes an instance of tne self-control of 
the apostles. It was not egotism nor sensitive¬ 
ness which caused them to retire; the church 
rather acted with an intelligent understanding of 
the Lord’s plan of salvation, and was governed 
by a spirit of love, which, with great delicacy 
and wisdom, anticipated and provided for the 
wants of the newly formed Qentile congregation, 
by sending to Antioch precisely Barnabas, the 
Hellenist who came from the island of Cyprus. 

2. The choice of Barnabas as the representative 
sent by the primitive congregation to the Gentile- 
Christians in Antioch, was a very happy one, and 
fully in accordance with the mind of the Lord, 
who guides his church. Barnabas at onoe per¬ 
ceived the grace of God which had here mani¬ 
fested itself, and rejoiced; his part consisted 
simply in exhorting all to persevere and re¬ 
main faithftil to Christ. As God is, according 
to ch. x. 34, ov TrpocwTroWprnftj so, too, this disci¬ 
ple, who was enlightened by the Holy Ghost, did 


not regard the person either in the case of those 
who had preached here, or in that of the recent 
converts, who were pagans, but he directed his 
attention to the grace of God, the power and ope¬ 
ration of which he most plainly saw. Now where 
the grace of God in Christ is distinctly revealed, 
a child of God will always rejoice and feel at 
home, even if any thing unusual or strange should 
be found in the persons, and in their manners and 
ways. 

8. That Jesus Christ is the personal centre of 
Christianity, is strikingly manifested in this his¬ 
tory of the planting of the church in Antioch. 
The Hellenistio travelling preachers “ preached 
the Lord Jesus,” ver. 20; a great number be¬ 
lieved, and turned unto the Lord, ver. 21; Bar¬ 
nabas exhorted the new converts to cleave unto 
the Lord with purpose of heart, ver. 22; and 
much people was added unto the Lord, ver. 24. 
A vital Christianity is a vital and personal rela¬ 
tion of the individual to the living and personal 
Christ. Without faith in the living Christ, with¬ 
out a vital union with Him in spirit and character, 
Christianity becomes a mere form and mask. 
The circumstance, moreover, that the Christians 
received this distinctive name first of all in Anti¬ 
och, shows that the believers in this city were 
devoted to Christ personally in a preeminent 
degree; for otherwise this name would not have 
occurred to the pagans who introduced it, so 
naturally and vividly, as to be currently applied 
by them to the members of the church. It is 
striking that the believers derived their name, 
not from “Jesus,” but from “Christ.” That Je¬ 
sus of Nazareth is thb Christ [ML xxvL 63; 
John i. 20], the Anointed of God, the King and 
Lord of His redeemed, was the article of faith 
which so abundantly filled the heart, that the 
mouth emphatically proclaimed it, insomuch that 
strangers bestowed on them, not the name “Je¬ 
suits,” but that of “Christians.” 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

See below, (ver. 27-80.) 


C. —THB ANTIOCHIAN CONGREGATION GIVES PROOF OF ITS FRATBRNAL UNION WITH THB CHRISTIANS 
IN JUDBA, BT AFFORDING RELIBF TO THB LATTBR DURING A FAMINE. 

Chapter XL 27-80. 

27, 28 And [But] in these days oame prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. *And 
there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there 
should [would] be [a] great 1 dearth [famine] throughout all the‘[over the whole 
inhabited] world: which [also]* came to pass in the days of [under] Claudius 

29 Cesar, [om. Cesar]*. ♦Then [But among] the disciples, every man according to 
his ability, determined to send relief [send somewhat for aid] unto the brethren 

30 which [who] dwelt in Judea: * Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by 
the hands [hand, £etpd?] of Barnabas and Saul. 
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1 Ter. 28. a. The readings firyaXifv and [of A. B. Cod. Sin. minnscnles and Ifethers, and adopted by Lach. Tisch. and 
Born.—T b.] are sustained by a greater number of ancient MS8. than the masc. n*yav —6<rri«. [The latter, in text. ree. from 
0. EL, are retained by Alf.—D. originally had the masc., which a later hand changed into the feminine; B. reads fiiyav — 
fTi«. Winer (Or. 18. 2. ult. and $69. 4. b. nit.) regards the fern, of the Doric and later Greek usage, as unquestionably the 
correct reading in this passage.—Tn.] 

8 Ter. 28. b. [Koi after done in text rtc^ is found in S. G. BL and retained by Alt, but is omitted in A. B. D. Cod. Sin. 
Yak., Bngl. vers-, and by Lach.—Tx.1 

* Ter. 28. e. K afg-apos after KAav&ov [of text rtc^ from B. G. H.] is wanting in important authorities [A. B. D. Cod. 
So. Vulg. etc.], and must be regarded as an interpolated explanation. [Omitted by Lach. Tisch. and AIL—Tr.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vkb. 27, 28.— And in these days, that is, 
daring the protracted visit of Barnabas and Saul 
to the congregation in Antioch, as teachers of 
the Christian religion, certain prophets came 
from Jerusalem to Antioch. Ofte of these arose 
(araordf), on a certain occasion, at a meeting 
held for public worship, and foretold, by the il¬ 
lumination of the Holy Ghost, that a severe famine 
would soon afflict the whole known world. [Pro¬ 
phets, here equivalent to inspired teachers , to 
whom frequent reference is made in the Acts 
and in the Epistles of Paul. . The usual form of 
their inspiration was not so much that of fore¬ 
telling future events, as that of an exalted and 
superhuman teaching, or the utterance of their 
own conscious intelligence, informed by the Holy 
8pirit. (See below, Dootb. etc. No. 1.) This in¬ 
spiration was, however, occasionally, as here, and 
ch. xxi. 10 (the only two passages in which Aga- 
bus is mentioned), made the vehicle of propheoy, 
properly so called, (de Wette; Meyer; Alf.)— 
Tr.]. That an actual prediction of an event 
strictly belonging to the future, is here meant, 
appears both from the clause : dih tov irvei/iaros, 
and also from the terms kafjfiave - - piZteiv loe- 
(r&at. [In classic Greek fdXXeiv is usually com¬ 
bined with the inf. fut., and but seldom with 
the inf. pres., and still more rarely with 
the inf. aor.in the N. T., it is usually 
combined with the inf. pres., (always in the 
Gospels), sometimes with the inf. aor., and not so 
often with the inf. fut., as here. (Winer: Oram. 
N. T. J 44. 7. ult.).—T b.]. The latter terms 
[eotyutvf, etc.] imply a mode of expression by 
means of Bigns and images, and lead to the con¬ 
jecture, (as on a later occasion, oh. xxi. 10, Tl), 
that Agabus Indicated the approach of the famine 
by some symbolical action. It is inconsistent 
with the text to imagine that the famine had ac¬ 
tually commenced (Eichhorn), or, that, at least, 
some tokens of its approach were already per¬ 
ceptible. Besides, the concluding words of ver. 
28, koX hytvero etc., plainly show that the 
declaration of Agabns had preceded it in the 
order of time, and had been fully verified by 
events which occurred at a subsequent period. 
We have here the first determination of time, 
with reference to another well known historical 
date, which occurs in the Acts. Claudius, the 
successor of Caligula, occupied the throne thir¬ 
teen entire years, A. D. 41-54, and, during his 
reign, the Roman empire was more than once 
visited by famine. Such was, specially, the case 
in Palestine, when Cuspius Fadus and Tiberius 
Alexander (Jos. Antiq. xx. 2. 6; 6. 2) were pro¬ 
curators, about A. D. 45, and 46; it was then 
that king Ixates of Adiabene, and his mother 
Helena, furnished the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
with grain, which, by their orders, had been 


purchased in Egypt. Now, as the famine here 
mentioned by Luke, certainly occurred during 
the reign of Claudius, it cannot have been 
earlier than the year 41; and as it is probably 
identical with the one mentioned by Josephus, it 
can scarcely have preceded the year 45. [It is 
usually assigned to the year 44, the fourth of the 
reign of Claudius. “As Lardner suggests, it 
may have begun about the close of A. D. 44, and 
lasted three or four years.” (Hackett).—T b. 1. 
Although, therefore, we are not acquainted with 
the details of the event to which the prophecy of 
Agabus refers, we may regard the latter as hav¬ 
ing been strictly fulfilled, since not only Pales¬ 
tine, but even Italy and other provinces of 
the Roman empire were afflicted at that period 
by failures of the crops, and by famine.—(T ao. 
Ann. 12. 48). 

Ver. 29, 80, a. Then the disoiples.— It 
does not distinctly appear from ver; 29, whether 
the Christians of Antioch sent relief to the con¬ 
gregations in Judea immediately after Agabus 
had uttered the prophecy, or whether they waited 
till tidings subsequently reached them that the 
famine had actually occurred in that country. 
The latter is by far the more probable supposi¬ 
tion, first, because that prophecy referred to the 
whole world, and it was only the actual fulfil¬ 
ment which demonstrated that a severe famine 
afflicted precisely the province of Judea (comp. 
Jos. Antiq. xx. 6, 2, rbvfiiyav XifibvKara Tijv'IovSaiav 
ycv£a#ai) ; and, secondly, because Luke distinctly 
implies in the following chapter, ver. 1 and 25, 
that Barnabas and Saul did not carry these con¬ 
tributions to Jerusalem, until Herod had already 
made that city his royal residence, or towards 
the close of his reign, about A. D. 44. The dis¬ 
ciples in Antioch now resolved to render an of¬ 
fice of love, and to send aid (etc tiiaxoviav), ac¬ 
cording to the means which they individually 
possessed (yimopelTo), to the Christians who re¬ 
sided in Judea, and with whom, as brethren 
(<WetyoIf), they were conscious of being united 
in the most intimate manner. The resolution 
which they had adopted, they carried into effect, 
by sending Barnabas and Saul to the elders, as 
the bearers of their kind gifts. Even as the 
synagogues in pagan lands, and also proselytes 
like king Ixates (see the forgoing note), aided the 
Palestinian Jews by their gifts in seasons of dis¬ 
tress, so too the Gentile-Christians regarded it as 
a duty to afford relief to their brethren, the 
Judmo-Christians, who could not expect to receive 
any portion of those contributions which were 
furnished by the diaspora of Israel [Jews residing 
in Gentile countries]. 

b. The elders are abruptly mentioned in 
ver. 80, without any statement of the mode in 
which they came into office. We may, how¬ 
ever, conjecture that a procedure was adopted 
in this respect which resembled the one de¬ 
scribed in oh. vL 1-6, when the Seven were 
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chosen in Jerusalem. The congregations which 
were formed beyond the limits of the city of 
Jerusalem, undoubtedly needed, at the earliest 
period, a certain organisation and rules of gov¬ 
ernment, as distinct societies; and even in the 
Holy City itself, the Christians may have become 
conscious of the need of rulers and guides, in 
order that the apostles might be at liberty to de¬ 
vote themselves entirely to their special vocation. 
It cannot here be necessary to furnish the evi¬ 
dence in detail, that in the apostolic age, no es¬ 
sential distinction existed between npeojUrrepoi 
and knioKonoi. [The omission by Luke of an 
account of the institution of the “ Presbyter&te 
or Eldership” while that of the “Apostleship 
and the Diaconate ” is given in the history, iB 
thus explaihed by J. A. Alexander:—“The office 
of Presbyter or Elder was the only permanent, 
essential office of the Jewish church, and as such 
was retained under the new organisation, with¬ 
out any formal institution, and therefore without 
any distinct mention in the history, such as we 
find afterwards in reference to the organization 
of the Gentile churches, where the office had no 
previous existence, and must therefore be created 
by the act of ordination; see below, ch. xiv. 23.” 
(Com. on Acts, ad loc.). —Alford here combines 
the following from de Wette and Meyer: “The 
irpeopvrepoi are in the N. T. identical with eirl- 
okozoi ; see Acts xx. 17, 28; Titus i. 6, 7; 1 Pet. 
v. 1,2. So Theodoret on Phil. i. 1: kniaK&irov^ 
rove irpeoflvrtpovs sahel* hfup&repa yap dyov nor* 
iicelvov rdv Kaiptrv rd bvdpara. The title kirlononos, 
as applied to one person superior to the npea(Mi- 
repot , and answering to our “bishop,” appears to 
have been unknown in the apostolic times.” 
Hackett (Com. ch. xiv. 28) remarks:—“The 
elder s , or presbyters, in the official sense of the 
term, were those appointed in the first churches 
to watch over their general discipline and wel¬ 
fare. With reference to that duty, they were 
called, also, MaKorot, u «., superintendents or 
bishops. The first was their Jewish appellation, 
transferred to them perhaps from the similar 
class of officers in the synagogues; the second 
was their foreign appellation, since the Greeks 
employed it to designate suoh relations among 
themselves. In accordance with this distinction, 
we find the general rule to be this: those who are 
called elders in speaking of Jewish communities, 
are called bishops in speaking of Gentile commu¬ 
nities. Hence the latter term is the prevailing 
one in Paul’s Epistles.” See also Exbo. note on 
ch. xx. 28.—Taj. Luke does not hefe state that 
Barnabas and Saul were sent to the elders in 
Jerusalem; it is, hence, possible that they were 
also commissioned to visit the elders of other 
Christian congregations in Judea. These elders 
received, in the name of their congregations, the 
gifts sent from Antioch, and then probably trans¬ 
ferred them to the deacons, who distributed such 
donations to individuals.—A certain difficulty 
seems to occur here, occasioned by the circum¬ 
stance that Paul himself not only never mentions 
this journey, which was undertaken for the re¬ 
lief of the Judceo-Christians who were afflicted 
by the famine, but also seems positively to ex- 
1 elude it in Gal. ch. i. and ii., where he appears 
disposed to enumerate all the visits made by him 
to Jerusalem after hip conversion (Meyer; Ne- 


ander). De Wette conjectures, as an explanation 
of the apparent discrepancy, that Paul possibly 
reached Judea, without proceeding to Jerusalem, 
and that Barnabas alone, perhaps, travelled as 
far as the city; but, under all the circumstances, 
Jerusalem, where the mother church existed, 
would be the ultimate destination of those who 
travelled from Syria to the elders of the Jewish 
congregations. And the supposition that this 
Pauline journey to Jerusalem is irreconcilable 
with Gal. ii. 1, cannot be entertained, unless we 
assume that in this epistolary passage the apostle 
intended to present a continuous and absolutely 
complete enumeration of all his journeys to Je¬ 
rusalem ; but the connection in which that pas¬ 
sage occurs, by ho means furnishes satisfactory 
evidence that he entertained such a purpose. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Christian prophets appear for the first time 
in this passage, ver. 27 f. The foretelling of fu¬ 
ture events was not the exclusive, nor even the pre¬ 
dominating characteristic of the prophets of the 
Old Covenant; the same remark applies to those of 
the New. The former were heralds of God, whom 
He enlightened and inspired: such, too, were the 
latter. The peculiar service which these men 
of God performed, both under the Old and under 
the New Covenant, did not consist in tarnishing 
detailed instructions, intended to guide men to 
a right understanding of the truth (Stteoatp, 
dtSdoicaXoi ); it was, rather, their appropriate office 
so to unfold the counsel and will of God, as to 
influence and direct alike the conscience and the 
will. Indeed only one , according to ver. 28, of 
several prophets who came from Jerusalem to 
Antioch, pronounced a prediction, and yet they 
all , without doubt, labored as prophets; comp, 
ch. xiii. 1, 7r potpyrai'Kcu diSd(TKa?J>i. The distinc¬ 
tion between the prophets of the old and of the 
new economy, consisted simply in the circum¬ 
stance, that, in the case of the former, the Law, 
and in that of the latter, the work of redemption 
an^reconciliation wrought by Christ, constituted 
respectively the given basis on which they stood, 
with regard to their knowledge and their views, 
and formed the respective sources whence pro¬ 
ceeded the special illumination of the Spirit of 
God, by whom they spake. But even as the re¬ 
buking, admonitory, warning, and consolatory 
addresses of the prophets of the Old Testament, 
vpry easily introduced views of the tature, par¬ 
ticularly when they spoke prophetically of Him 
who was to come, so, too, the Holy Spirit who il¬ 
luminated and inspired the prophets of the 
church of Christ, cast rays of light on the ta¬ 
ture, especially in reference to the second coming 
of Him, who once came, but who will hereafter 
effect the consummation of his kingdom. And 
we do not doubt that the prediction of Agabus 
concerning the famine which should afflict all the 
world, was uttered in connection with remarks 
referring to the seoond coming of Christ and to 
the judgment of the world, as well as to the signs 
which would precede the latter^ 

2. The contribution of the church in Antioch, 
intended for the relief of the congregations in 
Judea, which were suffering from the fhmine, fa 
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one of the most beautiful flowers in the garden 
of the apostolical age. It reveals the intimate 
union in love which existed between the congre¬ 
gations that were founded on one and the same 
faith in the Eedeemer, Jesus Christ. The true 
Mend is recognized in seasons of distress; and 
thus the sincerity of the friendship and fraternal 
love (ddeA^oZf, ver. 29) of the Gentile-Christians, 
was demonstrated during a famine, when many 
persons died in Jerusalem for want of the ne¬ 
cessaries of life (Jos. Antiq. xx. 2. 6). Their 
actions testified to their love, since each one con¬ 
tributed according to the extent of his means. 
The church in Jerusalem had manifested its in¬ 
terest in the converts in Syria, and had sent 
Barnabas to them, both as an associate in their 
joy (ver. 28), and as a teacher. It was to the latter, 
and through him, to the church in Jerusalem, that 
the Gentile-Christians owed the increase of their 
faith, their advancement in the Christian life, and, 
indeed, also the aid which they received from 
8aul; in short, the Antiochian Christians had 
been benefited by the active love of those of Je¬ 
rusalem, primarily, in spiritual things. They 
now return love for love, but, primarily, by af¬ 
fording temporal aid to those whose lives were 
threatened by the severity of the famine. But 
amid this active interchange of kindly offices ren- j 
dered by a disinterested and faithful love, there 
is revealed the power of Him, in whom alone 
the souls of men have become one; the Lord 
Jesus Christ x whose love prompted him to sacri¬ 
fice himself in order to reconcile sinners, is the 
central principle of the life of the Church; by 
his own dioKovyatu (Mt. xx. 28), he founded a 
duuan 'ta in the world, which could have no exist¬ 
ence without him. 


HOMILETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 19. Now they which were scat¬ 
tered - - - travelled as far, etc.—Persecution 
does not deprive a true Christian of courage; 
“troubled en every side, yet not distressed, etc”. 
2 Cor. iv. 8 ff. (Starke).—Jerusalem had hith¬ 
erto been the nursery in which the Spirit of 
God prepared the trees that were to be trans¬ 
planted to other places and to bear abundant fruit 
unto the Lord. fAp. Past.).—These Christians 
who were driven irom Jerusalem, with all their 
commendable zeal, were still influenced by the 
infirmity of “preaching unto the Jews only;” 
nevertheless, they inflicted no serious injury on 
the good cause. Their conduct deserves, indeed, 
praise rather than blame, for, I. They comply 
with the command of Jesus (Lu. xxiv. 47); II. 
They exhibit the purity of their love to the 
brethren after the flesh, which was not affected 
even by the persecutions which they suffered 
from the latter, (ib.). 

Veb. 20. And some of them were men 
of Cyprus and Cyrene, etc.—God’s care of 
his church is truly wonderful. Men from Cy¬ 
rene had been qualified, as early as the day of 
Pentecost, to be witnesses of the truth, and they 
were better fitted to carry the Gospel to their 
countrymen than natives of Judea. The Lord 
can always find suitable laborers, when the har¬ 
dest is at hand. (Ap. Past.).—These judicious 


laborers are not even mentioned by name, in 
order that all the honor may be given to God 
alone. Consent with a willing mind that thine 
own name should remain in obscurity for a season, 
but make it publicly known that the name of the 
Lord Jesus, is the only one whereby we must be 
saved (Acts iv. 12.). (Rieger).—Be silent, ye peo¬ 
ple who seek after gifts, I beseech you, and who 
deny that the Church has received a call to en¬ 
gage in missionary labors, unless she can send 
forth men who possess apostolical gifts! (Besser). 

Ver. 21. And the hand of the Lord was 
with them. —Hence they did not need an arm 
of flesh. It is easy to labor, when the hand of 
the Lord affords us aid. But how often we bind 
the hands of God, when we do not give our¬ 
selves to the ministry of the word with fidelity! 
(Ap. Past.).— A great number - - - turned 
unto the Lord. —It is the sole object of a faith¬ 
ful servant of Christ, to conduct souls to Him, so 
that they may belong to the Lord, and not to 
himself, (ibid.). 

Ver. 22. And they sent forth Barnabas. 
—When this second report of the blessing which 
God had granted to the Gentiles, reached the 
believers in Jerusalem, the latter received it in 
a different spirit. On the former occasion (ver. 

1 ff.), Peter encountered a storm of reproaches 
for having associated with pagans; but now, in 
place of censuring him, they commission Barna¬ 
bas to promote the work of the conversion of 
the Gentiles, which had become very interesting 
and important in their eyes. Thus the ways of 
the Lord gradually becpme intelligible to men. 
(Ap. Past.).—It was the purpose of the embassy 
sent from Jerusalem to Antioch, not to subject 
the latter to the control of the former church, 
nor to impose the same external form or constitu¬ 
tion upon it, but rather to express the common 
joy of the believers that God had wrought a gra- 
oious work in Antioch, to communicate spiritual 
gifts, and to obviate any possible temptations by 
appropriate exhortations. (Rieger). 

Ver. 28. Who, when he - - had seen the 
grace of Qod, was glad. —His judgment of 
the work was formed, not according to the per¬ 
sons who had labored here, but according to the 
grace which had been revealed. He deals as a 
father with these beginners in grace, and does not 
treat them as step-children, although he had not 
begotten them himself by the word of truth. 
There are always instructors to be found, but 
there are not many fathers [1 Cor. iv. 16] who 
deal gently with beginners in religion; the latter 
render a service, the former may do an injury. 
(Ap. Past.).— Exhorted them all, that with 
purpose of heart, etc.—It is a good thing when 
the heart is set aright [Ps. lxxviii. 8].— On the 
blessing of steadfastness: I. It is good to become a 
Christian; II. It is still better to be a Christian; 
but, III. The Lord giveB the highest praise on 
earth to him alone, who steadfastly remains a 
Christian, and continues the contest until it ter¬ 
minates in victory; IV. Christ will reward such 
on high with eternal crowns. (Adapted from the 
hymn of Schmolke: “ Nicht der Anfang y nur das 
Ends , eto”.]. 

Ver. 24. For he was a good man, and full • 
of the Holy Ghost and of faith. —Behold 
here the qualities </ a sound teacher: he must be, 
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I. A good man, upright and blameless, with re¬ 
spect to his walk: but this is not all, as even a 
pagan may gain such praise. He must be, II. 
Full of faith, rooted in Christ by faith: even 
this is not sufficient, as such should be the state 
of every Christian. The teacher must be, IIL 
Full of the Holy Ghost; then only does he be¬ 
come a teacher in truth and reality, a shining 
light, a source of light and life.— And much 
people warn added unto the Lord. —It is no 
wonder that such a blessing was imparted, for as 
the tree, so is the fruit. What a precious gift is 
a faithful bishop and teacher, a genuine Barnar 
bas! Blessed is the church which possesses such 
shepherds, who are sound in the faith, holy in 
life, and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit. 
(Starke). 

Vbr. 25. Barnabas departed - - - for to 
seek Saul. —Barnabas found the net so full 
in Antioch, that he sought a partner in Saul 
who might help him. Lu. v. 7. (Rieger).— 
Thus he furnishes new evidence of the pu¬ 
rity of his sentiments. If he had been gov¬ 
erned by selfish considerations, and had desired 
to acquire influence and power in Antioch, 
he would not have associated Paul with himself, 
whose labors, as he clearly foresaw, would be 
even more successful than his own. How rarely 
such a spirit is manifested by teachers in our 
day!—But it was first necessary to seek Saul, the 
distinguished servant of the Lord. While hire¬ 
lings are busy, and obtrude themselves without a 
call, the upright man, who is conscious of the 
importance and responsibility of a teacher’s office, 
withdraws from public view, and willingly abides j 
in the wilderness, until he is called. (Ap. Past.). 

Vbr. 26. That a whole year they assem¬ 
bled themselves [came together] with the 
ohoroh [in the congregation! The congrega- . 
tion is here represented as having enjoyed a 
special blessing in being permitted to retain 
these teachers during an entire year. In our 
day, when congregations are provided with per¬ 
manent pastors, and every individual can listen 
to the Gospel from youth to old age, and even on 
the death-bed, this privilege is but lightly es¬ 
teemed by many. And yet, such regular and 
uninterrupted religious instruction was described, 
under the Old Covenant, as one of the blessings 
of the New; Isai. lxii. 6, 7. (Ap. Past.).— And 
the diaoiplee were oalled Christians first 
in Antiooh. —It is remarkable that the believers 
reoeived their name, not from Jesus, the Saviour, 
but from him as Christ , the Anointed One. They 
are, namely, associated with him, not in the work 
of salvation, as fellow-saviours, but in the 
anointing which he received, deriving from Christ, 
the Head, their share of the gifts of the Spirit, 
which are intended for the general good. Henoe 
John describes this anointing as a mark by which 
believers may be known: “Ye have an unction, 
etc”. 1 John ii. 20. (Ap. Past.).—This we ought 
to know, that Christ was born for us, and given 
to us, and that we Christians receive our name 
from him alone, as our only Ruler and Prince. 
For we have received all things from him, even 
as a man is oalled rich, on account of his riches, 
or as a woman, who possesses the goods of her 
husband, also retains his name. (Luther).—But 
if our name is a mere empty sound, we incur 


great guilt: nomen mans, crimen unmane. (Am¬ 
brose).—0 God, grant me grace that I may also 
be a true Christian, as well as bear the name; 
for he who merely receives the name, without 
the reality, can never enter into thy heavenly 
kingdom. (Hasslocher’s hymn: “Dusagst, ieh ban 
em Christy etc.”). 

Vbr. 27, 28. And in these days came pro¬ 
phets, etc. The gift of prophecy was not in¬ 
tended to afford the congregation a trivial enter¬ 
tainment for the hour; it furnished, in many 
cases, wholesome exercise for the faith and love 
of the members. (Rieger).— One of them 
signified by the Spirit that there should 
be great dearth. —It is a great mercy of God 
that he does not suddenly, that is, unexpectedly, 
punish men, but forewarns them, so that they 
may escape. (Starke). 

Vbr. 29. Determined to send relief. —True 
faith always manifests its power and efficiency by 
works of love, Gal. v. 6. (Starke).—When indica¬ 
tions of the approach of afflictions appear, our first 
thoughts and efforts should not be solely devoted 
to the work of adopting precautionary measures 
in our own behalf; but should also refer to others, 
whose situation may be more exposed than our 
own. Cases often occur like that of the widow 
of 8arepta [Lu. iv. 26; Zarephath, 1 Kings xvii. 
9 IF.], who was first of all directed to bestow her 
limited store on the prophet Elijah, but who was 
afterwards abundantly consoled by the provision 
which was made for her and her son. Such will 
be the experience of those in whose hearts faith 
and love abide. (Rieger). 

Vbr. 80. Which they also did.— We must 
strike while the iron is hot; the good resolution 
must be carried into effect, before it oools.— By 
the bands of Barnabas and Saul.— Such 
was the ancient Christian order; pastors should 
also exercise a certain supervision over hospitals 
and almshouses, and ascertain whether the in¬ 
mates are seasonably and judiciously relieved. 
Gal. ii. 10. (Starke). 

On the wholb section. —Under what dream- 
stances will the divine blessing accompany the efforts 
of men to extend the kingdom of Oodt When the 
laborers, I. Manifest undaunted courage, in op¬ 
position to the world, ver. 19; II. Are docile, 
and give heed to the intimations of divine Pro¬ 
vidence, ver. 22; III. Maintain a spirit of bro¬ 
therly love, ver. 28-26. —The blessings which are 
connected with the afflictions of the Church of the 
Lord: the latter, L Scatter abroad Tver. 19) 
those who are united, and thus lead to tne exten¬ 
sion of the kingdom (a. g. the Waldenses; the 
Saliburgers [see the article on the latter in 
Herzog: Real-Encyk. XIII. 846-859, and Stro- 
bePs “ Salzburgers—who immigrated to Georgia, 
&c.”—T r.] etc.). IL They unite those who are 
scattered abroad, thus furnishing exercise both 
for faith and for love, ver. 80; (e. g. the Gusta- 
vus Adolphus Union).— Vbr. 27-80. On that ra~ 
liqfy afforded to the distressed, which proceeds from m 
consciousness of our Christian fellowship: L Its dis¬ 
tinction from that relief which mere citizens 
afford; II. The increased power which it conveys 
to that fellowship from which it proceeds (Schlei- 
ermaoher). —The diversity of the gifts of Christums, 
the means of promoting the common welfare: I 
Those who are received as guests, impart the 
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Gospel in return, ver. 19-21; II. Those who abun¬ 
dantly possess the word, share with those who 
are only partially acquainted with it, ver. 22-28; 

III. Those who are blessed with temporal wealth, 
assist those who have nothing, Ter. 29, 80. 
(Lisco).— National afflictions, a source of blessings 
for the church , Ter. 28-30: I. They awaken pro- 
phetic Toices; II. They teach men to give heed 
to the word; III. They produce works of lore.— 
Offices of love, and the blessings which attend them: 
I. In spiritual things, Ter. 22-24; II. In temporal 
things, Ter. 28-80.— Good deeds bear interest: I. 
The good deeds proceeding from Jerusalem; II. 
The interest which Antioch returned.— Barnabas 
n Antioch, or, The pattern of a true minister of 
the word: I. He joyfully follows the leadings of 
the Lord, Ter. 22 ; II. Examines the state Of the 
church with sympathizing lore, Ter. 28; III. 
Leads a pure and holy life before men, Ter. 24; 

IV. Cooperates, without envy, with his ministerial 
brethren, Ter. 26, 26.— The conduct of Barnabas 
and Saul, a model of harmonious official action: I. The 
sacrifices which such action demands; II. The 
blessings which flow from it.— Barnabas and Saul 
w Antioch, or, A blessed year (Ter. 26) of pastoral 
labor: I. The grateful soil; II. The agreeable 
labor; III. The abundant fruits.— The sacred 
name: “ Christians ”, Ter. 26: L Its high honor: 
it designates (a) those who belong to Christ, and 
(b) are anointed with the Holy Ghost; IL The 


serious task which it imposes: it demands (a) an 
entire derotion to the service of Christ, and (b) 
the patient endurance of shame before the world. 
—Is the Christian name a term of honor, or of re¬ 
proach? I. It is a term of honor, notwithstanding 
all the ridicule of the world, if we are all that it 
really imports; II. It is a term of reproach, not¬ 
withstanding all the honor which it may seem to 
confer, if we possess nothing more than the name. 
—The Christian name of the primitive church, view¬ 
ed m the light of history: it indicates, I. A fixed 
purpose to separate a certain people of the Lord 
from the world; II. A positive severance frotn the 
people of the old covenant, and the organization 
of a Church of the New Testament; III. An ir¬ 
revocable union with the Lord, in his life, his 
sufferings, and his glory. —The little flock of 
Nazarenes becomes a Christian people, or, The grain 
of mustard-seed becomes a tree (Mt. xiii. 81, 82 ).—7 
Christ , all in all in his Church: I. The great theme 
of preaching, ver. 20; II. The light and strength 
of believers, ver. 21, 28; III. The guide and 
master of all pastors, ver. 24, 26; IV. The name 
and watchword of the Church, ver. 26.—[Ver. 
29, 80. Contributions to benevolent purposes: I. 
The duty to offer them; II. The spirit in which 
they are to be made; III. The principles which 
determine their amount (“every man - - ability”); 
IV. The wide influence which they exert.—Ta.j 


SECTION V. 


THE PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM BY HEROD, AND THE EXECUTION 
OF JAMES; PETER IS MIRACULOUSLY DELIVERED FROM PRISON, AND WITHDRAWS 
FROM JERUSALEM; THE PERSECUTION IS TERMINATED BY A JUDGMENT OE GjOD„ 
WHICH OVERTAKES THE PERSECUTOR. 


Chapter XII. 


1 

2 

3 
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5 
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Now [But] about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands 1 ’to vex [mal- 
treat] certain [some] of the church. * And he killed [caused] James the brother of 
John [to be executed] with the sword. *And because he saw [seeing that] it pleased' 
the Jews, he proceeded further to take [seize] Peter also. (Then were the 1 days of 
unleavened bread). *And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and 
delivered him to four quaternions of [to four times four] soldiers to keep [guard] him; 
intending after Easter [the Passover] to bring him forth to the people. * Peter there¬ 
fore was [Now Peter was indeed] kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceas¬ 
ing* of the church unto God [but continued prayer was made to God by the church] 
foP him. *And [But] when Herod would have brought [was about to bring] him 
forth, the same [in that] night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains : and the keepers before the door kept [guarded] the* prison. *And, be¬ 
hold, the [an] angel of the Lord came upon [to] mm, and a Tom. the article] light 
shined in the prison [chamber]: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up 
[awakened him], saving, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. 
*And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself*, and bind on thy sandals r and so [thus] 
he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment [cloak] about thee, and follow me. 

16 
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9 *And lie went out, and followed him 6 ; and wist pcnew] not that it was true which 

10 was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. *When they were past [But 
after they had passed through] the first and second ward [guard], they came un{o the 
iron gate that leadeth unto [into] the city; which opened to them of his [its] own 
accord: and they went out, and passed on through one [along a] street; and forth- 

11 with [suddenly] the angel departed from him. *And when Peter was come to him¬ 
self, he said, Now I know of a surety [truly], that the Lord hath sent his angel, and 
hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the peo- 

12 pie of the Jews. *And when he had considered the thing [had become aware of 
this], he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; 

13 where many were gathered together praying. *And as Peter [But when hep knocked 
at the door of the gate, a damsel [maid-servant] came to hearken [listen]*, named 

14 Rhoda [Rhode]. *And when she knew [recognized] Peter’s voice, she opened not 
the gate for gladness [joy], but ran in, and told how [announced that] Peter Btood 

15 before the gate. *And they said unto her, Thou art mad [Thou ravest]. But she 
constantly [confidently] affirmed that it was even so [was so]. Then said they, It is 

16 his angel. *But Peter continued knocking [remained standing, and knocked con¬ 
tinually] : and when they had opened the door , and saw him, they [they saw him, and] 

17 were astonished. *But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace 
[to be silent], declared [related] unto them how the Lord had brought him out of the 
prison. And he said, Go shew [Announce] these things unto James, and to the 
brethren. And he departed, and went into [And going out of the city, he departed 

IS unto] another place. *Now [But] as soon as it was day, there was no small stir [com- 

19 motion] among the soldiers, what was [had] become of Peter. *And [But] when 
Herod had sought for him, and found him not, he examined the keepers [subjected 
the keepers to a trial], and commanded that they should be put to death [executed]. 

20 And he went down from Judea to Cesarea, and there abode [tarried]. *And Herod 
[He] 9 was highly displeased with [exceedingly hostile towards] 10 them of Tyre and 
Sidon [the Tyrians and Sidonians]: but they came with one accord to him, and, having 
made Blastus the king’s chamberlain 11 their friend [having gained over B. etc.], de¬ 
sired [sued for] peace; because their country was nourished [supplied with provisions] 

21 by the king’s country. *And [But] upon a set [on an appointed] day Herod, arrayed 
in royal apparel [having put on a royal garment], sat upon his throne [seated himself 

22 on the tribunal], and made an oration [address] unto them. *And [But] the people 
gave a shout [cried out to him], saying [om. saying], It is the voice of a god [of 

23 God], and not of a man. 19 *And [But] immediately the [an] angel of the Lord smote 
him, because he gave not God the u glory: and he was eaten of [by] worms, and gave 
up the ghost [worms, and in consequence thereof died]. 

24,25 *But the word of God grew and multiplied. *And Barnabas and Saul returned 
from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their ministry 14 , and 14 took with them [also 
taking with them] John, whose surname was Mark. 


i Ver 1. [For the word*: stretched forth his hands (Cranmer), the English Bible offers in the margin the !«■ enact 
word: began. “ It should be: laid hands on , etc.” (Alf.).—T b..] 

* Ver 3. Tbe article cu [before ))plpcu1 is omitted in the text. rec. [with B (e sll).G. H, etc.], but is sufficiently attested 
[by A. D. E. It had been omitted by Tiscn., but was subsequently adopted by him, as well ae by Lech, and Alf.; but it la 
not found in Cod. Sin.—T r.] 

* Ver. 6. a. Lach. and Tisch. read iimnft [but the former appears to hare afterwards preferred irrmk]; the earlier 
editions gave the preference to the adverb, but Tisch. has, in his most recent edition, restored the adjective, which is fmr 
better supported (by E. 0. H.] than the adverb. [The adverb in A. originally, and in B.; It was substituted ae better salted 

to ytvo/iimj, according to Meyer and Alt; the latter accordingly adopts the asty., but the adverb occurs in Cod. Sin.—Tx.]- 

[For the Words: prayer - - - ceasing (Wiclif; Tynd.; Cranmer; Geneva), the margin of the Engl. Bible offers: insUuUamd 
earnest prayer was made. In the lattenthe words instant and earnest represent the single Greek word which, in 

the text, is rendered without ceasing. Wahl’s definition of the adj. is: “ extensus, metaph. assiduity ardent, , n and of tho 
adverb: "intense, impense .” Robinson: “ iicTstnfc ,‘stretched out, strained’; trop. intent, earnest, fervent.—i env m, ism- 
tentlv, earnestly.” — TbJ 

* Ver. 6. b. wept [adopted by Lach. and Tisch.] is preferable, both for external and internal reasons, to tMp; the 
latter, whichiis both more definite and more usual [with wpofcdx«<rfat (Mey.)], seems to have been substituted by several 
copyists for we pi. [wept, in A. B. D., and Cod. Sin.; vwip (of text. rec~ and adopted by Alt, who regards wept as a comedo* 
from viil. 15), in E. Q. H.—Tr.1 

* Ver. S. The simple verb aewot [of A. B. D. and Cod. Sin.], is, at least, as well supported as tho compound wep^wwat 
[of text. rec. and E. G. H.L and Is, for that reason, preferred by Lach. and Tisch. [and Alf.], stfice the compound ven> coold 
more easily have been substituted for the simple, than mbs versa. 

* Ver. 0. «vr<5 after ipcoAovffct [of text. rec. and E. G. H.], is wanting in important M88. [A. B.D. Cod. Sin.], and fa, 
in accordance with the opinion of Lach. and Tisch., to be regarded as a later addition. [A later hand inserted afar In 
Cod. Sin.—Tn.] 

1 For. IS. a. arrsv [before 9. instead of r. n«r. of tod, rec.] is sufficiently attested [by A. B. D. Cod. Sin.; Syr. T«lf 
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et&, and is adopted by recent editors]; row TUrpov [of text. rec. from B. G. H.] was substituted for the pronoun, as a peri- 
cope [an ecclesiastical reading leesonl began at rer. 12. ' 

» ver. 13. b. [For to hearken, (Tynd^ Craning Geneva) the margin offers the less appropriate paraphrastic version: to 
ask who was then; see Wahl, Robinson, etc., ad v. inrtutowo. —Ta.l 

» Ter. 20. a. [The text rec. inserts before fajtop.. the words, 6 Hpcitoff, with the article and name are omitted in 

A. B. D. Cod. Sin.; Syr. Tnlg. etc., and by recent editors. The addition was made here, says Meyer, as a special section, 
(describing the death of Herod,) began at ver. 20 .—Tr.1 

u Ver. 20. b. [For the words: was highly displeased) the margin offers: bore an hostile Mind, intending war; see the 
Ins. note below.—Ta.] 

11 Ver. 20. c. [For the king?* chamberlain ( Wiclif; Tvnd.; Cranmer; Geneva), the margin offers the more literal version: 
that was over the king’s bedchamber. (Rheims: chief of the king’s chamber.} —Ta.] 

“ Ter. 22. [God. Sin. has here the peculiar reading: mdpwwwr, for which a later hand substituted Avdpwsrov.—Ta.] 

M Ter. 23. The article njr before o6$ar, is wanting, it is true, in several ancient M8S. [D. B. G. H., but inserted in A. 

B. and Cod. Sin.]; but as the phrase 66£avbovvtu $*$ is the established reading, without any variations of the MSS. in Lu. 
xrii. 18; John ix. 24; Rom. iv. 20, it may be conjectured that the article, which is found in A. and some other manu¬ 
scripts, is the genuine reading; it has, therefore, been adopted by Tisch. [and Alf. bnt is omitted by Lach.]. 

™ Ter. 25. a. [The margin substitutes charge for ministry. Lechler translates the word, Suucoviap, somewhat freely: 
Liebesdienst, i. e n office of love; comp. Rom. xv. 31. It here designates the administration of the gifts which B. and 8. had 
carried to Jerusalem.—Wiclif; Rheims; ministry; Tynd., Cranmer, Geneva: office.— 1 Ta.l 

u Ver. 26. b. xml after rapahafi. is wanting, indeed, in several manuscripts [A. B. D. (a prima mann); God. Sin.; 
Byr.Vnlg. etc.^ bnt is, probably, genuine, rather than spurious, as it could have more easily been dropped as superfluous, 
than hare been added to the original text. [Such is also the opinion of Mover. The word occurs in D. (as a later addi¬ 
tion), X. G. H., and is adopted by text, raa, bnt is omitted by Lach., Born, and AIL, and recently by Tisch.—Ta.] 


EXEGKTICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vie. 1. a. About that time, that is, when 
Barnabas and Saul were sent from Antioch to 
Jerusalem; it is, at least, evident from ver. 25, 
that Luke assigns their return to Antioch to a 
later period than that of the execution of James, 
and the arrest and miraculous deliverance of 
Peter. 

b. Herod the king; he is Herod Agrippa 
L, the son of Aristobulus and Berenice, the 
grandson of Herod the Great, and the nephew 
of Herod Antipas. He was born about ten years 
before the Christian era, and was educated at 
Rome. After many adventures, some of which 
were by no means of an honorable character, he 
received as a gift from Caius Caligula, soon after 
the accession of the latter to the throne, the te¬ 
trarchy of Philip (Batanea, Trachonitis and 
Auranitis), which had been vacant for several 
years, and also the tetrarchy of Lysanias, to¬ 
gether with the title of king. Soon afterwards 
be obtained also the tetrarchy of Herod Antipas 
(Galilee and Porsea), when the latter was banished 
by Caligula to Gaul. And, lastly, the emperor 
Claudius, soon after the commencement of his 
reign (A. D. 41), gave him, in addition, Samaria 
and Judea, so that, like his grandfather at an 
earlier period, he ruled over all Palestine; his 
annual revenues amounted, according to Jose¬ 
phus (Antiq. xix. 8. 2) to twelve milHons of 
drachmae. Comp. Ewald’s Qeech. d. Apost. Zeit- 
aU ., 1858, p. 288 if; p.- 818 ff. [History of the 
Apostolical Age]. 

c. After Jnaea had been granted to this prince, 
he usually resided in Jerusalem. The Christian 
congregation of that city was now exposed to 
his persecutions. He laid on hands with violence, 
or, in a hostile manner (Mpafo rdf #eZpaf, not 

(Kuinoel) [who so understands the 
original phrase, L in the sense of coepit, cona - 
«rt]), so that he maltreated some of the mem¬ 
bers. Thus several of them were at first com¬ 
pelled to endure severe punishments, probably 
corporeal chastisements. He afterwards caused 
one of the apostles, James the elder, the brother 
of John, to be executed with the sword. [This 
James, the son of. Zebedee, was probably older 
than the other apostle who bore the same name, 
James, the son of Alphens, who iB called “the 
lea,” that is, the younger , in Mark xv. 40; fwegov; 


the comparative, in very nearly the same manner, 
is employed in Rom. ix. 12 .—Tr. 1. It appears 
that when he perceived how well this course 
pleased the Jews, he continued to pursue it, and 
now arrested Peter. This oircumstance occurred, 
during the Passover week, when, according to 
the Mosaic law, unleavened bread was eaten. 
Hence the execution of James the elder proba¬ 
bly occurred a short time before the passover 
week of the year 44, since Agrippa soon after¬ 
wards died (ver. 19 ff.). Without doubt, how¬ 
ever, the procedure adopted in the case of Peter, 
as well as the punishment of certain members of 
the church, and the execution of James, origi¬ 
nated in the consideration which was paid to 
the sentiments of the people and their most in¬ 
fluential leaders. The increased imperial favor 
which Agrippa enjoyed, and the additions which 
were made to his power and his honors, had im¬ 
parted new strength to the national feelings of 
the Jews, and new confidence to their hierarchi¬ 
cal chiefs. And although Agrippa was a patron 
of heathen games, musical festivals, and gladia¬ 
torial contests, he, nevertheless, observed exter¬ 
nally at least, the Mosaic institutions, and per¬ 
sonally represented, as well as vigorously pro¬ 
tected the Israelite religion in its external rela¬ 
tions. It may, hence, readily be conceived that 
a new impulse was given to the fanatical sensi¬ 
tiveness and the intolerant arroganoe with which 
Israel treated the Christians, who were gradually 
recovering from the earlier persecutions. (Comp. 
Ewald, loc eit. p. 816 ff.). Agrippa yielded the 
more readily to this spirit of the times, in pro¬ 
portion as he perceived that he canid secure the 
popular favor by adopting violent measures 
against the Christians, and promote his personal 
interests at their expense. He had, indeed, at 
a much earlier period, acquired the art, princi¬ 
pally in Rome, of directing his course success¬ 
fully amid the conflicts of hostile parties of every 
description, and of availing himself of events in 
such a manner, as to advanoe his own selfish 
interests. 

Ver. 2. And he killed James, eto.—It is, 
under all circumstances, somewhat surprising 
that Lake mentions the execution of James so 
very briefly,employing only two words: hveike — 
fiaxoipg. He had furnished all the details of the 
martyrdom of Stephen, who was, nevertheless, 
only one of the Seven. But when one of the* 
Twelve, for the first time, meets with a bloody 
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death, (and he, too, is the only apostle whose 
death is mentioned in thi Acts,) the account is, 
nevertheless, given with such laconic brevity! 
Tradition supplies the circumstance which is 
here apparently wanting: viz., the accuser of 
James was converted while listening to the de¬ 
fence of the latter, and was then beheaded with 
him (Clemens Alex,, quoted by Eusibius, Eccl. 
Hitt. II. 9.). But how is this singular brevity 
to be explained? Was it intentionally chosen, 
or unconsciously adopted? Attempts have been 
made to assign a particular motive to Luke; he 
had, for instanoe, in order to adhere to his plan 
of giving a history of the development of the 
churoh, omitted all notices of the death of an 
apostle (Lekebuschl. But it would have been 
quite consistent witn such a plan to have added 
a few words to those which he does employ. 
Baumgarten supposes that Luke's account cor¬ 
responds precisely to the reality, since James 
sulfered that bloody death in total silence (I. 282 
if.). But he himself (p. 284) describes the whole 
event with considerable fulness, and, if his de¬ 
scription is correct, Luke would have approached 
still nearer to the reality, if he had also related 
the details. Meyer conjectures that certain con¬ 
siderations, not known to us, may have influenced 
Luke; he may, for instance, have intended to 
compose a third historical work, in addition to 
the Gospel and thb Acts. But nothing that is 
positive can be ascertained on this point, and it 
is our most candid course to say at once that the 
reason does not appear. 

Vbb. 8, 4. And because he saw, etc.— 
After James had been slain, and Agrippa had 
observed how acceptable his course was in the 
eyes of the people, he at onoe caused Peter also 
to be apprehended, (npoc^rro ovXkajieiv is ob¬ 
viously a Hebraizing mode of expression [fully 
illustrated in Winib’s Oram. N. T. J 54. 5; and 
see Schlbusnbb’s Thet. etc. Vet. Test. ad v. npoc- 

rl{hjfju, and Robinson's Hebr. Lex. ad v. 

No. 8 .—Tb.]; it suggests the existence of an ori¬ 
ginal Hebrew account of these transactions.). 
Agrippa apprehended or held Peter fast (mtfa, 
ttricta manu tenere), and put him in prison, deli¬ 
vering him to four quaternions of soldiers, that 
is, to four companies, (each company consisting 
of four men), which regularly relieved one 
another, according to the Roman usage [the 
night being divided into four watches, each con¬ 
tinuing three hours.—T b.]. The Jewish rule: 
Nonjudicant diefesto , did not allow Peter’s trial 
to take place, until after the expiration of the 
passover-week, which had already commenced, 
ver. 8. Agrippa, who was exceedingly fond of 
theatrioal shows, intended to convert that trial 
into an exhibition for the amusement of the peo¬ 
ple. • (’AvayeZvis applied to the act of conducting 
any one before the publio on an elevated stage.) 

Vbb. 6 . Pater therefore waa [Now Peter 
was indeed], etc. This verse very graphically 
describes the contrast presented, on the one hand, 
by the unremitted watchfulness of Peter’s guards, 
and, on the other, by the unceasing intercessions 
offered to God by the church in his behalf; it is 
introduced with eminent propriety between the 
account of his apprehension and that of his deli- 
veranoe. Luke evidently intends to convey the 


thought that the rescue of the apostle from im¬ 
prisonment and the danger of death, was the re¬ 
sult of the prayers which were heard and ac¬ 
cepted. 

Ybb. 8-11. a. And when Herod.—The time 
was the night which preceded the day on which 
Peter was to be exhibited to the people. He 
slept between two soldiers, to each of whom he 
was attached with a chain, although the Romans 
usually chained a prisoner only to one sentinel 
(Jos. Antiq. xviii. 6. 7.). [Meyer supposes that 
the additional precaution was adopted, as it had 
already been decided that Peter should be exe¬ 
cuted.— Tb.]. Two sentinels, accordingly, occu¬ 
pied the interior of the cell, and the prisoner was 
tied to them; the others stood before the door, 
and thus the four men composing the company 
were all on guard at the same time. Then an 
(not the) angel of the Lord suddenly stood at the 
side of the sleeper, and celestial light shone in 
the place (dhajfia means the chamber or cell of 
the prison occupied by Peter, and not, as Meyer 
supposes, the entire prison.). [“Otap/xo, in the 
special sense of the place in which prisoners are 
kept, i. e. prison , a delicate designation of the 
deopurijpiov, frequently employed, especially in 
Attic Greek; Dem. 789, 2; 890, 13; 1284, 2; 
Thuc. 4. 47. etc.” (Meyer).— Tb.]. The angel 
awakens the sleeper by smiting him on the side, 
and the chains at onoe fall from the hands of the 
latter. The angel now commands him to resume, 
first of all, the articles of clothing which he had 
laid aside in order to sleep more comfortably— 
the girdle, sandals, and upper garment, and then 
directs him to follow. Thus Peter, walking be¬ 
hind the angel, first passes beyond the door of 
his prison-cell, without as yet being conscious 
that all that occurred was real, since it appeared 
to be a vision seen in a dream, ver. 9. Both 
passed through the first and second guard; and 
here the term duhtielv suggests that each station 
was occupied not merely by one man, but by 
several, so that it was possible to pass through or 
between them. [Haskett is also disposed to adopt 
this view, and Robinson, too, (Lex. N. T.) un¬ 
derstands ^vhatd] to mean here, collectively, the 
persons, the guards , not a watch-post , or station. 
But this explanation would imply that at least 
one or two other quaternions were also on duty 
during the same watch. Meyer says: “Two sol¬ 
diers of the rerpddiov which kept guard, were m 
the interior of the prison, ohained to Peter, and 
two were stationed on the outside as guards 
(fiXaicec), at a certain distance from each other, 
forming the t irp&njv tpvhcudjv kclI dcvrtpav of ver. 
10.” Alexander takes fvhoKfj in the sense of 
“ward, or subdivision of the prison, which,” 
he adds, “is much more natural than to under¬ 
stand it of a first or second guard or watch.”— 
Tb.]. They reached, at length, the iron gate, 
which conducted them from the precincts of the 
building into the city; after it had opened spon¬ 
taneously to them (consequently, without being 
either unlocked or broken), they entered an open, 
place, and continued to walk together along one 
street; but then the angel suddenly disappeared 
from the side of the apostle. *E iritmf in ver. 7, 
and hwianj in ver. 10, are parallel terms; the 
verbs express the suddenness of the appearance 
and disappearance of the angeL 
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b. And forthwith [suddenly] the angel 
departed from him. —Hitherto it had seemed 
to Peter as if he were dreaming, ?er. 9. But 
now, when he stood alone in the midst of the 
city, his consciousness first returned fully and 
distinctly (yevdpevoc cv farr£, Ter. 11,), and he 
said: ‘Now I perceive in truth—and I am sure 
that I do not deceive myself—that the Lord has 
sent his angel, and delivered me from the power 
of Herod and the eager expectation of the Jews, 
which shall now not be fulfilled.' Hence Peter, 
as soon as he had fully recovered his conscious¬ 
ness, gladly and gratefully recognized alike the 
author and the design of his recent experience. It 
is the Lord, my God—said he—who has sent his 
angel to me, and lie has delivered me from the 
power of Herod who sought my death, and from 
the expectation of the Jews.—The manner in 
which Peter views the whole occurrence, and 
which Luke, throughout the entire narrative, re¬ 
presents as alone correct, is precisely the opposite 
of that adopted by those interpreters, who ex¬ 
plain the whole as a natural process. It has been, 
for instance, alleged that Peter had been freed 
from his chains by a flash of lightning (Hezel), 
or that the jailer himself, or others, at whose 
proceedings he connived, had liberated Peter, 
who did not himself understand the manner in 
which his escape was effected (Heinrichs). The 
event is indeed most graphically described, and 
exhibits no features that can embarrass any one 
who believes in the interposition of the living 
Ood in the real world, and who admits the actual 
existence and the operations of the angels. Hence, 
no sufficient reason is apparent which could in¬ 
duce those who admit the miraculous character 
of the historical facts, nevertheless to assert that 
legendary matter has been commingled with the 
pure historical elements. (Meyer). For ver. 9, 
owe r/Sei - - bpapa pMrceiv, is psychologically so 
true, that it furnishes no opportunity for trans¬ 
ferring the whole appearance of the angel exclu r 
sively to the inner world of Peter, and converting 
it into a mere process of his soul. 

Tib. 12-16. And when he had considered 
[had become aware of this.]. (2wiS6v, from 
owoqgv is not equivalent to as Kuinoel 

appears to take it; the urns loquendi would rather 
authorize the interpretation: contiderare , thus: 
re apud it considerate, tcil. quid agendum esset.). 
Peter reached the house of a member of the 
church, a certain Mary, the mother of John, who 
was Burn am ed Mark; the latter went with Bar¬ 
nabas and Saul from Jerusalem to Antioch, ver. 
25, and, according to tradition wrote the second 
Gospel. [“His mother Mary was perhaps the 
sister of Barnabas: see Col. iv. 10." (Alf.).— 
Tb.]. Many Christians were at the time assem¬ 
bled in that house, offering prayer to God, and 
the congregation had, indeed, according to ver. 
5, been continually engaged in prayer in behalf 
of Peter, since his arrest. When Peter knocked 
at the door of the gate [“or rather of the porch, 
the front or street-door. (Alex.); see Exxo. note 
on x. 19-21. — Tb.], a maia-servant, Rhode, came 
forward from the interior, in order to listen 
(vnanvoaL, «. «., to ask for the name of the person 
who knocked). When Peter mentioned his name, 
and she also recognized him by his voice, she 
forgot, in her extreme joy, to do the most obvi¬ 


ous act, namely, to open the door, and hastily ran 
to the inner apartment in which the Christians 
were assembled, in order to bring the intelligence 
that Peter was standing before the door. It is a 
touching instance of the genuine fraternal equal¬ 
ity existing between masters and servants in the 
primitive church, that this servant, who was 
doubtless also a Christian, was filled with such 
delight when Peter, whom she had believed to 
be a prisoner, appeared, that she omitted the 
simple act of opening the door, in her eagerness 
to make all the others partakers of her joy. It 
is easy to conceive that the assembled Christiana 
began to fear that she had lost her senses, when 
she affirmed that Peter was standing before the 
house. But the meaning of their language is less 
clear, when they said: 6 hyyehoc avrov korlv, on 
receiving the repeated assurances of the girl that 
the fact was as she had stated. It is not credi¬ 
ble that they should have supposed the person 
to be a meaenger [hyyt’koq, e. g., Mt. xi. 10] sent 
by Peter; for how could they assume that he had 
sent a messenger from the prison, whose voice, 
moreover, had a deceptive resemblance to that of 
the apostle? And another conjecture has been 
offered, which is also entirely unsupported, viz.: 
the Christians surmised that an angel had in¬ 
tended to announce by the voioe and by knock¬ 
ing, that Peter’s death was now at hand, or, in 
other words, that it was a so-called presentiment. 
On the contrary, the most probable supposition 
is the following: the Christians believed that 
Peter's guardian angel had assumed his voioe, 
and was standing before the door. But when 
Peter continued to stand there, and to knock, all 
the brethren approached, and opened the door, 
in order to ascertain the nature of the fact; and 
when they really saw him, they were filled with 
astonishment. [Alexanderremarks: “Theirwon¬ 
der has been sometimes represented as a proof 
of weak faith, since they could not believe the 
very thing for which they had been praying. 
But their prayers may not have been exclusively 
for Peter’s liberation; or they may, to use a na¬ 
tural and common phrase, have thought the 
tidings too good to be true.”— Tb.] 

Ver. 17. But he, beckoning unto them 
with the hand, to hold their peace [to be 
silent].— (Karaoeloac i. e., moving the hand 

downward.) He was apprehensive that the 
brethren might express their astonishment so 
loudly, as to expose him to danger. [The ex¬ 
pression, Karao. r. x •> here means that the speaker 
designs to utter remarks to which he desires 
those who are present to listen in silence and 
with attention; comp. xiii. 16: xix. 88; xxl. 40. 
(Meyer).—T b.]. He at once stated the direct 
mode in which God had effected his deliverance, 
requested his hearers to communicate the fact to 
James and the other brethren, then left the oity 
on the same night without delay, and withdrew 
to another place. Whither did he prooeed? 
Every attempt to ascertain, has been made in 
vain. The Romish theologians naturally sup¬ 
pose that Rome is meant; but Luke himself does 
not appear to have known the details. Meyer 
even thinks that it is an error to suppose that 
this frepof r&troc lay beyond the limits of Jeru¬ 
salem, since, according to the context, tfjeWAv 
cannot mean reUcta urbe, but relicta domo. How- 
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ever, we do not learn from the context that Peter 
had actually entered the house; the terms of the 
narrative allow the interpretation that, when the 
door was opened, Peter at once, and in brief 
terms, related the facts, and gave the directions 
respecting James, without entering the interior 
of the house. But even if he did actually enter 
it, the whole narrative conveys the impression 
that he immediately retired from the city. For 
he could easily understand that Ood had not led 
him forth from the prison solely for the purpose 
that he should remain in the city, in which his 
life was threatened; comp. ver. 19; and it was, 
unquestionably, more dignified that he should 
repair to another place, if he was at liberty, than 
to hide himself in any secret spot in the city. 
The James mentioned in ver. 17, is, as we are 
convinced, not the apostle, the son of Alpheus 
the other James, the son of Zebedee, (Mt. x. 2, 
), having already been slain, ver. 2, above.—T r. ], 
but [a third James], the Lord’s brother [GaL l 
19 ; li. 9, who presided over the church in Jeru¬ 
salem, Acts xv. 18; xxi. 18. (de Wette).—T r.] 

Via. 18, 19. Now as soon as it was day. 
—It may easily be imagined that the soldiers 
who had been commanded to guard the prisoner, 
and who were responsible for his safe-keeping, 
were greatly embarrassed when it was day, as 
they knew not what had become of Peter. And 
when the diligent search which was instituted, 
led to no results (huZrrreiv, when used in refer¬ 
ence to the chase, designates the act of tracking), 
Herod subjected the guards to a trial before a 
military court ( avwtpivac ), and direoted that they 
should be executed (airdyeiv is the judicial term 
applied to the act of conducting a criminal to the 
lace of execution). After these transactions he 
id not feel disposed to remain in the city; he 
was ashamed that he could not fulfil the eager 
expectations of the Jews in reference to Peter, 
and immediately withdrew from Judea, taking up 
his residence in Cesarea (Palestine) [the city 
mentioned in viii. 40; ix. 80, above.—T r.]. 

Vkr. 20-23. a. And Herod was highly 
displeased [exceedingly hostile].—Luke de¬ 
scribes in these verses the ciroumstances attend¬ 
ing the death of Herod Agrippa, which soon af¬ 
terward ocourred; he evidently regards it as a 
judgment of God occasioned by sins which the 
king had committed against Christ and His apos¬ 
tles. He describes the first attack of illness of 
Herod as having occurred at a public and solemn 
audience which the latter had granted to the 
ambassadors of the Phenicians. It appears that 
Herod was dv/io/naxuv with the people of Tyre 
and Sidon. This word is found only in the later 
Greek writers (Polybius, Plutarch, Diodorus 
Siculus), and seems to have always been em¬ 
ployed in the sense of actual, and, indeed, im- 
bitiered warfare, or literal fighting (Stbph. 
The*.). But as it is improbable in itself that 
Agrippa should have actually commenced hos¬ 
tilities with these Phenioian cities, which, like 
himself, were in alliance with Borne, and as no 
trace of such a war is found in history, the word 
is probably here used in a modified sense. Herod 
was imbittered against the Tyrians and Sido- 
nians (i 9vfio-) t and warred against them (-/rn^uv) 
as far as the circumstances allowed, possibly, by 
not allowing them to enter his territory, as the 


facts that are subsequently stated, seem to indi¬ 
cate. The people of the two cities now appear, 
by their representatives, in the presence of 
Herod with one accord [6fio&vfia6bv may pos¬ 
sibly imply that they had previously been at 
variance among themselves, (Alex.).— Tr.], and 
sue for peace [“». e., sought to avert a rupture of 
it.” (Hackett).— Tr.]. They were influenced by 
the circumstance that their territory derived its 
supplies of food (rp^eodtu) from that of Agrippa, 
that is, the Phenicians imported grain from Pa¬ 
lestine, and, besides, the exportation of their 
products to that country was a source of profit 
to them. [These commercial relations existed at 
a very early period; comp. 1 Kings, v. 9, 11; 
Ezra iii. 7; Ezek. xxvi. 17,— Tr.]. In order to 
attain their object the more certainly, they en¬ 
deavored to gain over an officer of high rank at 
the court of Agrippa, named Blastus. (The term 
6 hrl tov Koiruvog is, probably, not to be taken in 
the original sense of prsefectus cubiculi, but rather 
in that of treasurer, or, minister of the royal 
finances, since the treasure belonging to the court 
and the state was usually deposited for the sake 
of security in the king's private cabinet.). Herod 
granted the ambassadors an audience on a day 
which had previously been appointed, and ap¬ 
peared in state, arrayed in a royal garment, 
and sitting on the tribunaL (The was not 
a throne, but the suggestus or tribune, which the 
judge or orator occupied at public meetings). 
Here he delivered an address to the people 
( i6rjfjajy6gei). The latter applauded him aloud, 
and exclaimed with heathenish flattery that 
they heard the voice of God, and not a human 
voice. And immediately an angel smote him, as 
a punishment for receiving this idolatrous honor 
in silence, and not giving to God, to whom alone 
it belonged, the honor which the people were 
willing to pay to him. The stroke which the 
king so unexpectedly received, is described not 
only ,as a divine punishment, but also as one 
inflicted by an invisible messenger of God, an 
angel of the Lord. In consequence of this sud¬ 
den attack of sickness, Agrippa was consumed 
by worms, and thus he died. Does Luke intend 
to say that his death occurred on the spot? The 
terms employed in ver. 28, could not possibly be 
understood in any other sense, if the three 
words: teal yevdfievog OKu’fo]K6jiouTos, had not been 
introduced. But these words certainly imply 
that there was an interval between iir&rafcv and 
It-iijwZev, during which the worms in the entrails 
performed their horrible work. 

b. Let us compare with this report of Luke 
(ver. 20-28), the narrative which Josephus fur¬ 
nishes of the death of Herod Agrippa (Antiq. 
xix. 8. 2). According to the latter authority, 
this king came to Cesarea, and there instituted 
shows in honor of Caesar (Claudius), which were 
witnessed by large numbers of his officers and 
other men of high rank. On the second day of 
these shows, he arrayed himself in a magnificent 
robe, wrought entirely of silver, and of a won¬ 
derful texture, and at the break of day proceeded 
to the theatre. When the first rays of the sun 
fell on the silver, the latter reflected a dazzling 
light; his flatterers in every direction exclaimed 
in language which deified him [dvr p6uv dedv 
rrpofayopetwrcf]: “Be thou propitious to us! If 
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we hare hitherto feared thee as a man* we shall 
henceforth own thee as superior to the nature of 
mortals.” The king did not by a single word 
decline to receive this impious flattery. Soon 
afterwards, on looking up, he saw an owl sitting 
on a rope that was extended over his head, and 
recognized in it a messenger of evil, in accor¬ 
dance with a prediction which he had received 
at an earlier period. He was at once seized 
with unutterable anguish, and was racked by 
violent pains in his bowels. He forthwith said 
to his friends that his death was now inevitable, 
although they had, a moment before, declared 
that he was immortal [6 tfeds* vph> tyo, i/6y 
KaraoTpifetv brtrdrrofjuu rbv P'urv k. r. A.]; and he 
added that he yielded to this inevitable dispen¬ 
sation of God, since his life had been happy and 
brilliant. In the mean time his pains increased 
in severity, and he suffered torture, so that it 
was necessary to carry him to the palace with 
the utmost speed. After five days of agonizing 
pains in his bowels [r<3 nfc ycurrpbc akyijpaTi 
fapytur&elc'], he died, in the fifty-fourth year of 
his age. 

The narrative of Josephus agrees with that of 
Lake, which is much shorter, in the following 
points: — (a) The sudden sickness and the 
death of Agrippa occurred in Cesarea , where he 
had arrived not long before; (6) the first attack 
of illness coincided with the king's public ap¬ 
pearance at a solemn assembly, on which occasion 
he wore a magnificent royal robe; (c) immedi¬ 
ately before the first attack of the fatal malady, 
certain acclamations in honor of the king were 
heard, which not only flattered but deified Aim, 
and these he did not decline, but received in si¬ 
lence; (d) on this he was suddenly attacked by a 
disease of the bowels, in consequence of which he 
soon died. 

The two reports differ, on the other hand, in 
the following particulars:— (a) Josephus makes 
no mention either of the embassy of the Pheni- 
eian cities, suing for peace and a friendly inter¬ 
course, or of the address of the king, to which 
the idolatrous shouts of the hearers referred. 
This circumstance can create doubts only in the 
mind of a reader who ascribes to Josephus a 
most perfect knowledge of all the events of that 
period, and of the connection between them; 
while the statement of Luke, considered in itself, 
contains nothing whatever that is improbable. 
The flattering terms, moreover, in which the 
king was addressed, may be far more easily ex¬ 
plained, if we assume that, according to Luke, 
they were preceded by a public discourse of 
Agrippa, than if, according to Josephus, these 
acclamations were due solely to the splendor of 
the royal robe; Luke, indeed, also refers to that 
robe.—(6) Luke, on the other hand, does not 
mention that an owl appeared as the precur¬ 
sor of death, and that at the sight of it, the 
king was filled with terror. The statement of 
such an incident is due to a purely heathenish 
and superstitious source. Josephus, namely, 
relates (Antiq. xviii. 6. 7) that at an earlier 
period, when Agrippa was in Rome, a certain 
German informed him that the presence of an 
owl, to which he pohited, was then a sign of 


good fortune, but that if this bird appeared to 
him a second time, it would be a sign that he 
must die. It was this prediction which Agrippa 
is said to have remembered on the present occa¬ 
sion. Instead of such circumstances, Luke men- • 
tions simply the stroke which the king received 
from an (invisible) angel, and with which his ma¬ 
lady commenced. Eusebius, who in other points 
adopts the narrative of Josephus (Hist. Eccl . ii. 

10), has here, however, attempted to reconcile it 
with that of Luke, by substituting an angel for 
the owl, and implying that the king saw only the 
former. This is an unfortunate attempt to re¬ 
concile the two accounts, while the miraculous 
punishment inflicted by the angel precisely cor¬ 
responds to the miraculous deliverance by an 
angel of Peter, whose life Agrippa had sought— 

(c) While both accounts essentially agree in re¬ 
garding the bowels as the seat of the disease, the 
two descriptions differ in so far, that Josephus 
speaks only of violent and torturing pains. Luke’s 
account, which specially mentions worms (not 
lice, Q&eipiaatc [as Kiihn, Eisner, Morus, etc.' 
erroneously interpret (Meyer)—T r.]), may, how¬ 
ever, be easily combined with that of Josephus. 
While the former more ftilly describes the nature 
of the disease, the latter states with greater pre¬ 
cision the time of its continuance, namely, five 
days; this statement is not in conflict with the 
terms employed by Luke.—Accordingly both ac¬ 
counts agree in very important features, and in 
others are complementary to one another, while 
in the main points in which they differ, Luke 
merits the preference. 

Ver. 24, 26. But tha word of Qod grow. 

—At this point Luke resumes the history of the 
church of Christ, with whioh the events recorded 
in ver. 19-28, were only indirectly connected. 
And yet the remark that the word of God mul¬ 
tiplied (namely, by accessions to the number 
of those who received it), seems to imply that 
this increase was related to the death of the per¬ 
secutor Agrippa as the effect is related to the 
cause: after this prince was removed by a divine 
judgment, the Gospel made the greater progress. 
Barnabas and Saul now returned from Jerusalem 
(which city was not expressly stated in xi. 29, 
oO, to be their ultimate destination), and estab¬ 
lished themselves permanently in Antioch, after 
having fully discharged the duty assigned to 
them; they also brought an assistant with them, 
John, surnamed Mark, who is mentioned in ver. 

12 in connection with his mother. The plaoe at 
which this notice respecting Barnabas and Saul 
is introduced, when compared with ch. xi. 80, 
implies that all the events mentioned in ch. 12, 

(the execution of James, the imprisonment and 
aeliverance of Peter, and the aeath of Herod 
Agrippa) occurred during the interval between 
the departure of these two men from Antioch, / 
and their return, so that perhaps they did not 
reach Jerusalem until after the departure of 
Agrippa from that city, and his death. We thus 
obtain a fixed chronological date, since it dis¬ 
tinctly appears from Josephus, Antiq. xix. 8. 2, 
compared with ver. 21 IF., that Herod died in the 
year 44 A. D., and indeed, soon after the Pass- 
over of that year. 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Whatever the circumstances or reasons may 
have been, which induoed the historian to men¬ 
tion the death of the apostle James in such brief 
terms, it is still certain that the wisdom of the 
Holy Ghost, by whose inspiration this history 
was written, is specially revealed precisely in 
the adoption of these concise terms. We are 
furnished with a very foil account of the martyr¬ 
dom of Stephen, while that of James is men¬ 
tioned with extraordinary brevity; and yet the 
latter was one of the Twelve, and, indeed, one of 
the three favored disciples—the first, too, who was 
permitted to glorify the Redeemer by his death. 
If we desired, even with anxiety, to ascertain 
all the details respecting that scene, when one of 
the sons of Zebedee drank of the cup of whioh 
his Master drank before him, and received the 
baptism of blood which Christ had promised (Mt. 

* xx. 22, 23), we would still be completely disap¬ 
pointed. This holy silence is a sign given to us, that 
that which is most exalted and acceptable in the 
eyes of God, is not necessarily the subject of which 
men, even devout believers, are always compe¬ 
tent to speak and judge, but that our ‘life is hid 
with Christ in God.’ (CoL iii. 8). That which 
constitutes the true life and the most holy death, 
is hidden with Christ in God—hidden, not only 
from the world, but often, too, from the children 
of God, and yet it is very precious before God; 
it is a work which follows the soul into eternity 
(Rev. xiv. 181. 

2. This deliverance of Peter from prison is 
one of the most remarkable facts on record, as 
an illustration of the hearing of prayer. Two 
powers are, as it were, struggling with each 
other, ver. 6—the one, secular power, attempt¬ 
ing to hold the apostle fast, and slay him; the 
other, the Church of Christ, desirous of rescuing 
him, and preserving his life and liberty. The 
former has all material instruments at its dispo¬ 
sal—a prison, chains and fetters, soldiers and 
weapons; the latter has none of these, but in 
place of them, prayer —united and fervent prayer. 
Faith in God, who was in Christ, love to one an¬ 
other for Christ’s sake, Christian hope—indeed the 

\ whole inner life that proceeds from redemption, in¬ 

fuses itself into such intercessions, and thus prayer 
lays hold on the omnipotence of God in faith. 

' This united prayer in the name of Jesus Christ 
is heard; it accomplishes more than all the 
; power of the world can attempt to do. 

3. This twelfth chapter offers foller testimony 
. concerning the angels, than any other in the Acts. 

An angel of God appears in the prison, awakens 
ithe apostle, and, by leading him forth and re¬ 
storing him to liberty, effects his deliverance 
from impending death. When Peter presents 
himself before a house occupied by his friends, 

. and the believers receive the tidings, they sup¬ 
pose that it is his angel who appears. It is, 
lastly, an angel of God who smites Herod, when 
the latter has reached the summit of prosperity 
. and honor, and he, consequently, soon afterwards 
dies. The first and the third incident may be 
regarded as connected with each other; the an¬ 
gels are, on both occasions, the servants and 
agents of the holy and righteous Providenoe of 


the almighty God who governs the world. God 
interposes both times in the course of events by 
sending an angel who executes his commands. 
In the first case, the angel is a ministering spirit, 
sent for the sake of a human being who was an 
heir of salvation (Hebr. L 14); in the second, an 
angel inflicts a just punishment on an impious 
man, who assumed divine honor, and tormented 
and slew the children of God. The word of God 
affords us a glimpse of the hidden springs on 
which the movements of Providenoe in the go¬ 
vernment of the world depend, but which the eye 
cannot perceive. Thus the angel mentioned in 
ver. 23, was invisible, and, according to ver. 10, 
11, it was only after the angel had departed, that 
Peter fully came to himself and perceived that 
the Lord had sent His angel in order to deliver 
him. But the intermediate case, in which an 
angel is mentioned, ver. 15, is of a different cha¬ 
racter. The Christians, who cannot yet believe 
that Peter himself is actually standing before the 
house, only say here that it must be his angeL 
They were in fact, in error, as it was Peter him¬ 
self who appeared. This circumstance alone is 
sufficient to cause us to refrain from attempting 
to establish a doctrinal point on the language 
employed by these believers. And, specially, the 
opinion that there are guardian angels, who are 
assigned to individuals, finds a very frail sup¬ 
port in this passage. 

4. These occurrences furnish the evidence in 
a visible form that Christ extends and protects 
his Church, as its Lord and King, even though 
hell should rage. Herod Agrippa, the grandson 
of Herod the Great, whom he resembled in dis¬ 
position, and whose entire kingdom he inherited, 
takes pleasure in harassing the Christians, ver. 
1, and even puts the apostle James to death. He 
proposes to adopt the same course in the case of 
Peter, for the sake of gaining popular favor, im¬ 
prisons him, and places a guard over him in 
strict accordance with the ^Roman system. This 
procedure pleases the Israelites who eagerly 
await a scene that will afford full gratification 
to their fanatioal desires. It is the first occasion 
on which the civil government and the people of 
Israel with their hierarchical rulers, combine 
against the Churoh of Christ. At an earlier 
period the hierarchy alone assumed a hostile at¬ 
titude in reference to the servants of Jesus Christ 
(iv. 5, 17 ff.); subsequently, they acted in con¬ 
cert with the mass of the people, whom they had 
artfolly inflamed (vi. 12 ff.). But now Herod, 
in whom the whole political power was concen¬ 
trated under the Roman sovereignty, unites with 
the people, whose passions were already aroused, 
in assailing the Church of Christ Sufficient 
grounds were thus afforded for entertaining the 
most serious apprehensions. But Christ always 
abides with his people, and all power is given unto 
him in heaven and in earth (Mt xxviii 18, 20). 
He protects his churoh, and, when the believers 
intercede for Peter, miraculously delivers the lat¬ 
ter through the instrumentality of the angel; not 
only are the hopes pi the people frustrated, bat 
the military power also is confounded, and Herod 
himself suffers a most painful humiliation; his 
vengeanoe falls on the guiltless guards, and he 
forsakes the city in which he had been so openly 
put to shame. He arrives in Cesarea, where the 
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highest conceivable honor is paid to him, and 
where his flatterers even deify him; bat at the 
very moment in which he reaches the summit of 
glory, he receives the stroke of the angel, and 
his death is the result. The power of the world, 
which attempts to resist God and Christ, suffers 
a most ignominious defeat, while the Gospel and 
the Church of Christ advance with power. 
Ckrist is king; and yesterday, to-day, and ever¬ 
more, he enlarges his kingdom, and the gates of 
hell shall never prevail against his Church. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

We might appropriately prefix the words oc¬ 
curring in Prov. x. 25, as the title of this entire 
chapter:—“As the whirlwind passeth, so is the 
\ricked no more: but the righteous is an ever¬ 
lasting foundation.” Or: “The righteous man 
is a pillar which sustains the world, and he is 
designed by the counsel of God for such lofty 
ends, that his unobtrusive and humble labors are 
ef far more importance than the noisy efforts of 
the wicked, which assume large proportions, but, 
like the whirlwind, are destructive in their re¬ 
sults, and soon pass away.” Herod is a whirl¬ 
wind that attempts to destroy, before it passes 
away; Peter and James are pillars which stand 
forever, in union with the divine word, for which 
their sufferings open an avenue. (Rieger).— 
This entire chapter places before our eyes a glo¬ 
rious sketch of the wonderful and blessed govern¬ 
ment of God in his Church. We here behold a 
Church that is persecuted, and that, nevertheless, 
increases amid its trials—two upright servants 
of Jesus, of whom the one is abandoned to the 
sword of the enemy, while the other is miracu¬ 
lously rescued—a furious enemy, who is as ma¬ 
lignant and cruel when he persecutes, as he is des¬ 
picable and wretched when the judgment of God 
overtakes him. He who beholds these ways of 
divine Providence with an eye of faith, will not 
only be cheered, but also be encouraged to fol¬ 
low the leadings of eternal love with confidence 
and joy; he may look forward, with an assured 
hope, to a happy issue of the trials which the 
Lord sends, however obscure their purpose may 
now seem to be. (Ap. Past.). 

Vie. 1. Now about that time. —An afflic¬ 
tion seldom comes alone; at first, the famine; 
now, the persecution. (Starke).—The vicissi¬ 
tudes which the church experiences, resemble 
the changes of the weather in April, when, at 
one moment the sun shines, and then rain and 
snow succeed. The sun shone brightly, when 
the disciples in Antioch were called Christians 
fxi. 26]; but a dark cloud soon arose, when 
Herod began to persecute the church, (id.).— 
The king stretched forth his hands, etc.— 
The conversion of emperors and kings could not 
be effected, until the prayers and the blood of 
martyrs had been poured forth during three cen¬ 
turies [Constantine died A. D. 887]. (Quean.).— 
The family of Herod, like that of Saul, might be 
termed a “bloody house” [2 Sam. xxi. 1], and 
the Herode, bloody men. The grandfather or¬ 
dered the massacre of the children of Bethlehem, 
when Christ was born; an uncle caused John 
the Baptist to be beheaded; the grandson now 


sullies his hands with the blood of James, and 
would willingly hake committed other atrocious 
acts. (Rieger). 

Ver. 2. And he killed James, etc.—The 
petition of James is now granted, Mt. xx. 20 ff. 
Although the Scriptures mention his death in 
very brief terms, it is precisely such a simple 
account which gives him the noble testimony that 
he suffered in silence , with calmness and holy joy, 
$md thus demonstrated his entire self-renuncia¬ 
tion, and his devotion to Christ. (Leonh. and 
Sp.).—Although the death of the Lord’s saints is 
precious in His sight (Ps. cxvi. 16), the Scrip¬ 
tures employ but fev words in describing it, and 
thus distinguish in this mode also the merito¬ 
rious sufferings and the atoning death of Jesus 
from any other case in which an individual dies. 
(Rieger).— The noble end of James , or, “Precious 
in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints ”: I. In the sight of men it was a sad and 
melancholy death; (a) bloody and cruel—the 
noble head of the apostle falls under the sword 
of the executioner; (6) premature and sudden— 
before he could accomplish a great work in his 
apostolic vocation, he is called away from this 
earthly scene; (<^ unhonored and obscure—he 
dies without receiving honor from the world, or 
praise even from the word of God. Neverthe¬ 
less, II. His death was precious in the sight of 
God, and his end was glorious; (a) he had obeyed 
his call on earth—the great point is, not how long , 
but in what manner we have lived; (6) he died in 
the service of his Master—his blood preaches as 
successfully as the word of his fellow-apostles 
(see the tradition to which reference is made 
above, Exrq. note on ver. 2); (c) he hastens 
forward to his heavenly home—he is the first of 
the brethren who receives the crown of martyr¬ 
dom, and to whom a seat at the right hand of 
Christ is assigned, in accordance with the peti¬ 
tion which his youthful enthusiasm had offered 
at an earlier period [Mark. x. 87].— The witness 
which the disciples of the Lord bear unto him even by 
their silence: 1. If not by splendid deeds, at least 
by a gentle and humble spirit, which is precious 
in the sight of the Lord; II. If not by mighty 
works, at least by patient suffering and a holy 
death; III. If not by occupying a place in the* 
annals of the world, at least by their position in 
the fraternal circles of the children of God.— The 
happy lot of those who die at an early period: I. 
They ripen early for a higher life; II. They are 
soon delivered from the sorrows of this world; III. 
They are affectionately embalmed in the memory 
of their friends.— The wishes of youth , and the ex¬ 
perience of life: I. The former are often painfully 
disappointed by the latter; but, II. They receive 
through it a salutary purification; they are thus, 
III. Most gloriously fulfilled (illustrated in the 
case of James, in accordance with Matth. xx. 20 
ff., and Acts xii. 2.). 

Ver. 8. And because he saw it pleased 
the Jews. —Herod, who often acted in opposi¬ 
tion to the wishes of the people, was fickle 
enough to gratify them at least on this occasion, 
since it was at the expense of Christianity. How 
often such scenes are still repeated in the world! 
How much is done to please others, in order to 
gain their assistance in return! (Rieger).— Then 
were the days of unleavened bread.—It 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


was precisely at this season [Luke xxii. 1 ff.] 
that Peter’s remembranoe of his denial of the 
Lord, and also of the sufferings and resurrection 
of Jesus, might be expected to strengthen him in 
the patient enduranoe of evil, in fidelity, and 
in confessing his Master. He who thus bears 
the cross after the Lord, will, like the Lord, find 
his sufferings converted into victories; for if we 
are planted in the likeness of his death [Rom. vi. 
6], we shall be also in the likeness of his resur¬ 
rection and. glory. (Leonh. and Sp.).—That 
“ Hereafter ” of which the Lord spake to Peter 
[John xiii.], has now drawn nigh both to Peter 
and to the churoh. (Rieger). 

Ver. 4. Delivered him to four quater¬ 
nions of soldiers, to keep him.— The extreme 
rigor with which Peter is guarded, is an evidence 
both of the evil conscience and excessive rage of 
the enemies of Christ, and also of the foroe of 
character which the servants of Jesus manifest 
even in their deepest afflictions; they inspire the 
devil and his adherents with terror, even when 
they seem to be altogether in the power of the 
latter. (Ap. Past.).— Intending, etc. — God per¬ 
mits the enemies of his kingdom, indeed, to 
adopt certain counsels and to form their plans, 
but the execution of such plans is controlled by 
His blessed government. Herod intended to slay 
Peter; but it was the Lord’s will to preserve 
Peter and slay Herod, (ib.). 

Vkr. 6. Peter therefore [Now Peter was in¬ 
deed] kept in prison: bnt prayer was made. 
—A most happy expression! “Indeed - - - 
but.” \fxhf ovv - - - 6k, indeed therefore, then — - 
but . Robinson’s Lex . — Tr.]. Herod, make thy 
preparations, if thou wilt, but they cannot be of 
avail; they are opposed by a powerful But, which 
thou canst not overcome.—What is this But? 
Apparently less than nothing—mere prayers! 
And yet, a single word of believing prayer can 
overthrow all the power of helL Why may it 
not then prevail against Herod and his sixteen 
soldiers? (Williger).—God can refiise nothing to 
a praying congregation. (Chrysostom).—By the 
blood and the prayers of Christians, Herod’s arm 
was paralyzed, and his sceptre broken, yea, the 
Roman Empire destroyed.—Brotherly love re¬ 
members the prisoner; never let us cease to offer 
devout prayer for those who are in bonds and 
suffer from oppression, as well as for those who 
are soldiers fighting in the holy war! (Leonh. 
and Sp.). 

Vir. 6. That same night .was Peter 
sleeping between two soldiers.— Peter in 
the prison, sleeping between two soldiers —a beautiful 
image, I. Of Christian faith, which even in the 
gloom of the prison, and amid the terrors of 
death, can peacefully repose on the bosom of 
God; II. Of divine love, which watches day and 
night even over its sleeping and imprisoned chil¬ 
dren. 

Vie. 7. And, behold, the [an] angel of 
the Lord, .etc. — The angels are faithful minis¬ 
ters of Christ and companions of his servants. 
In the case of James, they were employed to 
oonvey his soul to glory; in that of Peter, they 
were the agents by whom he was freed from his 
bonds; in that of Herod, they effected his de¬ 
struction. (Ap. Past).—The servants of God are 
in duty bound to acknowledge that a sovereign 


Lord rules over them, who has power to send 
them life or death, sufferings or repose. The 
Lord allows James to be killed. But in the ease 
of Peter, he performs a miracle, and sends an 
angel to deliver him. It is one of the greatest 
mysteries of Providence, that God removes many 
of his faithful servants at an early period, and 
allows others to experience the most severe afflic¬ 
tions; some, again, are preserved, in place of 
being overwhelmed by their trials. It here be¬ 
comes our duty to refrain from judging our fellow- 
servants, and, in our own case, to submit with 
humility to all the dispensations of the Lord. 
We all have one Lord, and one treasure, but. 
neither our lot, nor our guidance in life, in the 
same. “For whether we live, etc.” Rom. xiv. 8. 

i ib.).—And alight shined in the prison 
chamber].—“ Unto the upright there aiiseth a 
ight in the darkness, etc.” Ps. cxii. 4. (Starke). 
—O how many gloomy chambers of affliction 
have been made bright and cheerful, at one time 
by consolations which opened heaven to the 
heart, and, at another time, by external aid! 
And how often a messenger of heaven, like him 
who came to Peter, is sent to us! Surely, if our 
internal eyes were opened, we would often see 
bright forms near us, and would then dismiss all 
care and fear. But even when we see nothing 
while we walk by faith, not by sight [2 Cor. v. 
7], we nevertheless know that angels are still 
the ministering spirits of eternal love, sent forth 
to minister for them who shall be heirs of salva¬ 
tion [Hebr. L 14], so that we may confidently 
say with David: “The Lord is my light, etc.” 
Ps. xxviL 1. (Kapff).—Saying, Arise ap 
quickly. And his chains fell off from his 
hands.—Thus the word of the Lord is stronger 
than iron, stones, and bolts. But then the 
preacher who desires to apply the divine word to 
the hard heart of a sinner, must proceed like an 
angel or messenger of God, not employing the 
chaff of man’s wisdom, but speaking and acting 
in the name of Jesus, in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power [1 Cor. ii. 4]. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 8 . And the angel said onto him, 
Gird thyself, etc.—The angel is not satisfied 
with the rescue of Peter’s person, but, with 
great fidelity and condescension, provides for 
every want of the sleeping man. He first 
awakens the latter, and then, as it were, hands 
him the girdle, sandals and mantle—offices which 
might almost seem too mean to be performed by 
an angeL (Kapff.).—None of his effects are to 
be left behind in the hands of his enemies, so 
that his departure may not resemble the flight of 
a criminal. “There shall not a hoof be left be¬ 
hind.” Exod. x. 26. Such events afford very 
great comfort to a faithful servant of Jesus; he 
may be assured that neither the world nor Satan 
can touch a thread of his garment, or a hair of 
his head, or a latchet of his shoes, without the 
will of his Father. What a faithful Saviour, and 
a watchful guardian of his people, Jesus Christ 
is! How were Herod and the soldiers terrified, 
when they found that with all their rigor, they 
could not retain in their hands even a thread be* 
longing to Peter! (Ap. Past.). 

Ver 9. Bat thought he saw a vision.— 
Peter seemed to be dreaming when the Lord de¬ 
livered him from great danger. And such is still 


Digitized by L^ooQLe 




CHAP. XII. 1-26. 


235 


the experience of the people of God, when he 
hastens to afford them relief, and grants them a 
wonderful deliverance from great distress. The 
sacred poet says: “ When the Lord tamed again 
the captivity of Zion, we were like them that 
dream.” Pa. exxvi. 1.—May the Lord grant us 
each grace, and deliver us from the prison of 
this tabernacle, especially in our last struggle, so 
that we may enter as joyfully into eternity 
as Peter here throws off his bonds. (Ap. Past.). 

Vie. 10. When they were past the first 
and the second ward. —Then the words were 
fulfilled that are recorded in Isai. xlv. 2: “I will 
go before thee, and make the crooked places 
straight: I will break in pieces the gates of 
brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron.”— 
They came unto the iron gate that lead- 
eth into the city.— Peter is delivered from 
the prison, but is, nevertheless, again led into 
the city, in order, I. That his faith might be ex¬ 
ercised ; “ even when the contest has been success- 
fill, the end is not yet gained”; II. That his deliv¬ 
erance might be made known to the Church, and 
thus strengthen the faith of many others. (Ap. 
Past).— And forthwith the angel departed 
from him. —Extraordinary dealings of Provi¬ 
dence continue no longer than they are necessary. 
(Starke). 

Vie. 11. Now I know of a surety, that the 
Lord hath aent his angel. —He who looks back 
on the way in which God had led him, will, with 
wonder and adoring gratitude, see many divine 
purposes, which he did not understand before he 
reached the end. (Queen.).—Thus God desires to 
be acknowledged as our help in time of need, so 
that the honor may not be given to men, but to 
Him alone. (Starke). 

Vkb. 12. And when he had considered 

the thing, he came to the house-where 

many were gathered together, praying.— 
The issue is always favorable in the kingdom of 
Jesus; Peter is conducted, for his own consola¬ 
tion, from the gloom of the prison and the com¬ 
pany of rude soldiers, to a band of praying 
brethren; these distressed believers, on the other 
band, suddenly see Peter in their presence, whom 
they had already supposed to be lost to them. 
Thus their faith is strengthened, and they receive 
new and cheering evidence that ‘the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.’ 
[Jam. v. 16].—“But were not these meetings 
held in secret? Were they not secret conven¬ 
ticles ? So the world then called them, and so 
it still calls them. And yet those are blessed 
meetings, when the worshippers of God assemble 
in spirit and in truth.” (Gossner).—However, 
when believers are under no such necessity, 
and are free from persecution, religious assem¬ 
blies should be held, as far as possible, in the 
day-time. (Starke). 

Vie. 18. A damsel-named Rhoda.— 

How many lofty titles and dignities will hereafter 
he hidden in the dust! How many names which 
once glittered in the eyes of the world, will be 
consigned to eternal oblivion, or eVen to dis¬ 
honor! But the names of those, on the other 
hand, who truly love Jesus—of those who give 
to His people only a cup of cold water, although j 
they may scarcely have been known to the world, I 


or may have seemed to be insignificant, will be 
crowned with eternal honor. (Ap. Past.). 

Vs&. 16. And they said unto her, Thon 
art mad. —They prayed for the deliverance of 
Peter, but that it should be effected in Buch a 
manner, was not expected by them, and seemed 
to be incredible. (Bieger).—“When the proper 
time arrives, thy help will come with power; 
and, that thy fears may be put to shame, it will 
come unexpectedly.” Such is always the ex¬ 
perience of praying believers; a certain leaven 
of unbelief is constantly mingled with their 
faith, so that they have reason to pray: “Lord, 
I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” [Mark ix. 
241. (Williger). 

Via. 17. Bat he, beckoning to them, etc. 
—It was Peter’s first thought, after he had been 
delivered, to give praise to God. Hence he does 
not merely describe his escape, but also declares 
how the Lord had delivered him. If the divine 
grace which we have experienced, is to be pro¬ 
fitable to the souls of others also, it becomes 
necessary to explain to them the way in which 
the Lord had led us. Unconverted teachers 
dwell only on the fin, and pass over the n<jq in 
silence, because they have never themselves trod¬ 
den the ways of conversion. (Ap. Past.).— And 
went into another place. —The Lord himself 
permitted and directed his apostles to flee, as 
Peter does on this occasion, Mt. x. 28*. It is our 
duty to walk with humility in the way prescribed 
by Providence. (Rieger).—The Lord took away 
Peter from the Church, precisely at a time when 
it was most severely tried, in order that it might 
learn to sustain itself without his aid. At this 
very time, when the churoh had recovered him 
in a miraculous manner, it may have been most 
of all exposed to the danger of regarding his 
presence as indispensable. (Williger).—But per¬ 
sons like ourselves, should do able to furnish as 
many proofs as Peter could produce, of fidelity 
and firmness, before we appeal to hfs flight as an 
example for ourselves. (Ap. Past.).—The mission 
of the twelve apostles to the twelve tribes of Is¬ 
rael, was now accomplished. “For the earth 
which driuketh in the rain, etc.” Hebr. vi. 7, 8. 
Peter knew by the Holy Ghost that the other ten 
apostles had, like himself, been directed to depart 
from Jerusalem, and he consequently sends the 
assembled believers, not to any other apostle, but 
to James, the Lord’s brother [see Exbq. note 
above]; the latter occupied the first position 
among the elders who had previously, with great 
wisdom, been invested with office. (Besser.). 

Vie. 18. Now as soon as it was day, etc.— 
When the world rejoices, the servants of Jesus 
are in sorrow; but when the disciples of Christ 
rejoice, his enemies are troubled. (Ap. Past.).— 
These unhappy soldiers had not really been guilty 
of any offence in this case, but they well knew 
the wrath of Herod. Happy would it have been 
for them if they could have found the true way, 
like the keeper of the prison in Philippi on a 
similar occasion,, ch. xxvi. 29 ff. (Williger). 

Ver. 19. And when Herod had sought, 
etc.—He acted like his grandfather, who, when 
he could not find the child Jesus, shed the blood 
of the innooent children of Bethlehem. (Williger). 
—And he went down from Jndea to Ces- 
area. —He had not gained many laurels in Je- 
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rusalem; Peter had escaped, and the death which 
he inflicted on James, was, plainly, not only an 
act of injustice, but afeo shed an additional lus¬ 
tre on the holy character of the apostle, (id.).— 
Great lords resort to means of every kind for 
freeing themselves from annoyances and vexa¬ 
tion, 1 Sam. xvi. 14, 16. (Starke).—Herod oc¬ 
cupied himself elsewhere, and thus some relief 
was afforded to the people of God. So the inva¬ 
sion of the Philistines withdrew Saul from the 
pursuit of David, 1 Sam. xxiii. 27. So, too, the 
Turkish war, and the help which thus became 
necessary, and also the rupture between France 
and Austria, materially aided the cause of Pro¬ 
testantism. (Rieger). 

On the suction, vex. 1-19.— Seatons of trial , 
viewed as blessed seasons: I. They exhibit the 
power of faith in suffering and dying, ver. 1-8; 
II. They exercise brotherly love in watching and 
praying, ver. 5; III. They manifest the believer’s 
peace of soul in his external calmness, ver. 6; 
IV. They reveal the power of God in granting 
help and deliverance, ver. 7-11. (Florey).— The 
weapons employed by the Church in its contests with 
enemies: I. Undaunted courage in bearing wit¬ 
ness ; II. Unresisting patience in suffering; III. 
Unwearied perseveranoe in prayer. (Leoidi. and 
Sp.).— The communion of saints: I. A communion 
of love among brethren, ver. 6; II. A communion 
of aid with the angels, ver. 8, 9; III. A com¬ 
munion of grace with God, ver. 11. (id.).— The 
kings of the earth arrayed against the Lord and His 
Anointed [Ps. ii. 2]: I. The manner in which 
their hostility is expressed; II. The manner in 
which the King of all kings protects his people. 
(Lisco).— The miraculous deliverance of Peter: L 
The peculiar ciroumstances; II. The impressions 
which these produced, (id.).— The Lord, the helper 
of hit people: I. In their greatest dangers; II. By 
wonderful means, (id.).—(On the festival of the 
Reformation [Oct. 31J): The deliverance of the 
Church from bondage by means of the Reformation; 
I. The bondage of the Church, ver. 1-6: (a) Many 
faithful members and teachers were tortured and 
slain; (6) all Christians lay in bonds (what were 
the “two chains” (yer. 6) in which Christendom 
was sleeping?). II. .The deliverance of the 
Church, ver. 7-11: (a) The manner in which it 
was effected: Luther smote her on the side, and 
led her through the iron gate; (b ) The manner 
in which the evangelical Church gradually be¬ 
came conscious of her deliverance, and of her 
duty to retain that consciousness. (From Lis- 
co).— The manifestations of the wisdom and love of 
the Lord in the guidance of his people: I. His wis¬ 
dom : (a) The church, invigorated by a long-con¬ 
tinued period of repose, needs persecution; (b) 
James is slain, since, in the counsel of God, the 
church as well as the world, now needs a martyr, 
taken from the number of the apostles; (c) Peter 
is imprisoned, his self-confidence is humbled, and 
his future lot (John xxi. 18, 19) is placed before 
his eyes. II. His love: (a) James receives the 
crown of eternal life; (6) to Peter the unex¬ 
pected grace of deliverance from death is granted; 
(c) the praying congregation again obtains by a 
miracle that teacher whom their prayers had 
delivered from the danger of death. (From Lis¬ 
co).— Human sorrow , and divine aid . (id.).— The 
help of the Lord produces, L Holy joy among his 


people; II. Impotent wrath among His enemies. 
—The connection between the deliverance of Peter 
and the prayers of the Church, viewed as an illustra¬ 
tion of the connection between prayer and the hearing 
of prayer, (id.).— God, giving above all that we ask 
or think [Eph. iii. 20]. (id.)— James dying, Peter 
saved, or, God conducts his people by different 
paths to the same end: I. By different paths: (a) 
The short period of labor assigned to James, ana 
the long-continued labors of Peter; (6) the 
mournful end of James, and the glorious rescue 
of Peter; II. To the same end: (a) Both promote 
the interests of the kingdom of God—James by 
his death, Peter by his life; (6) both ultimately 
receive the crown of eternal life—the one after 
a brief struggle, the other after a long period of 
service.— The rescue of the imprisoned Peter: L A 
triumph of divine omnipotence; IT. A reward 
of apostolic faith and seal; III. A result of 
the intercessions of brotherly love; IV. A defeat 
of proud and tyrannical power.— God's angels of 
deliverance: I. They come in the night, ver. 6; 

II. They raise us up from the ground, ver. 7; 

III. They oonduct us as in a dream, ver. 9; TV. 
They lead us through iron gates, ver. 10; V. 
At length they leave us, ver. 10, 11.— The angd 
who delivered Peter , an image of saving grace: grace 
conducts us, I. From the bondage of sin to the 
liberty of the children of God; II. From nights 
of affliction to days of gratitude and joy; IIL 
From the pains of death to the light of eternal 
life.— Peter’s escape from prison, an image of our 
gracious rescue from the bondage of sin: L The 
rigid confinement: (a) The chains; ( b ) the 
guards; (c) the sleep; II. The gracious rescue: 
(a) The heavenly messenger, with his cheerful 
light and awakening voice; ( b ) Peter’s terror 
and rapture on being awakened; (c) the first 
walk, with its difficulties and its encouragements 
(walking as in a dream through the first and the 
second ward, and the iron gate); III. The glo¬ 
rious liberty: (a) Peter, standing firmly, with 
entire consciousness; (b) his joyful reception by 
the brethren; (c) the impotent rage of the world. 

(On vsR. 20. They came — and desired 
peace; because, eto.).—People are willing to 
pray for peace and fair weather, for the sake of 
food; they are willing, in such a case, to acocpt 
conditions to*which they would never consent for 
the sake of God and their salvation. The world 
pays many compliments to Satan, but is not wil¬ 
ling to address God in proper terms. (Goasner). 

(On ver. 21. And upon a set day).— It was 
"not only the day appointed by Herod for this 
ceremony, but also the day appointed by the 
Most High for judgment. (Ap. Past).— Sat 
upon his throne. —Many an individual has al¬ 
ready supposed that he was ascending a throne, 
when in truth he was mounting the scaffold on 
which he was to die. 1 Sam. iv. 18. (Quean.). 

(On ver. 22. It is the voice of a god [of 
God]).—0 accursed flattery! How shameless 
and presumptuous thou art! It is an art usually 
practised by courtiers, but it acts like a deadly 
plague on princes and lords, converting them 
really into objects that claim our pity. (Starke). 
—Carnal men, like the Jews, will not have the 
humble Jesus to reign over them as their king, 
but a vain boaster like Herod suits them, and 
they are even willing to make a god of him. (id.). 
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(On ykh. 23. And immediately the angel 
of the Lord smote him). —This word “imme¬ 
diately” is an awful appendage to the acclama¬ 
tions of the people, illustrating the saying: “He 
that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord 
shall have them in derision,” [Ps. ii. 4]. (Willi- 
ger).—It is true that this immediate retribution 
does not always follow crime; it may be delayed, 
but it will come. —The [An] angel of the Lord. 
—The world says: “It is a singular disease”; 
physicians furnish various explanations of its 
origin; the Scriptures say; “An angel of the 
Lord smote him.” (Gossner).—An angel rescues 
Peter; an angel smites Herod; the angels are 
friends or foes, according as they have the 
friends or foes of God before them. (Starke).— 
Peter, who is chained, guarded, and condemned 
to death, is rescued. Herod, sitting on his 
throne, surrounded by courtiers, and worshipped 
by the people, is punished. Who would not, in 
both cases, adore the ways of God? (QueenA— 
And he was eaten of worms. —The afflic¬ 
tions of the godly and the ungodly sometimes 
seem to be the same, but they are, nevertheless, 
not the same; they are, in the case of the former, 
trials sent by a loving Father, in that of the lat¬ 
ter, punishments inflicted by a righteous Judge. 
Job, too, oould say: ‘My flesh is clothed with 
worms.* [Job viL 5]. (Starke).—When God de¬ 
signs to cast down mighty tyrants, he does not 
necessarily employ many horsemen; worms often 
perform the work. (i<L).—Now, indeed, after the 
Lord had spoken in this manner, it might be said 
with truth: ‘It is the voice of God [Qe<AQuvfjf], 
and not of a man.* 

(On veb. 24. But the word of God grew 
and multiplied). —Herod eaten by worms— 
the word of God growing or extending—what a 
striking contrast! Thus, too, one enemy—one 
Herod—after the other, will pass away, but the 
name of Jesus will continue to be exalted. (Ap. 
Past).—Our God thus made room for his word 
and kingdom, by removing Herod out of the way. 
An angel said on an earlier occasion; * They are 
dead which sought the young child’s life.’ (Mt. 
ii. 20); it might now be said: ‘They are aead 
which sought the young child’s life in his mem¬ 
bers (the youthful Church).* (Bogatiky). 

(On vn. 25. And Barnabas and Saul re¬ 
turned, etc.).—This viqpt afforded great encou¬ 
ragement of neart after fiery trials had been ex¬ 
perienced. (Williger).—How insignificant the 
work of Barnabas and Saul seemed to be, and 
yet what lasting fruits it produced! How dis¬ 
tinguished Herod’s position was, and yet, how 
worm-eaten and loathsome he has now become! 
(Rieger). 

(On vml 20-25). The narrative of Herod's death: 
L Why has it found a place inTHi Acts or the 
Apostlss? Not as if Herod’s death had been a 
punishment for slaying James, but because even 


political events may exercise a certain influence 
on the interests of the Christian religion. II. 
What lessons does it teach us? That the public 
welfare is promoted, not by flattery and by sub¬ 
mission to the lusts and passions of men, but by 
a firm and well-sustained determination to avoid 
these evils, and by devout attention to the eternal 
and immutable will of God. (Schleiermaoher, 
1882).— The Lord it King l I. His enemies learn 
this truth, when he casts them down in the midst 
of their pride; II. His friends learn it, when He 
blesses, comforts and exalts them in the midst of 
their afflictions. (From Lisco).— The wage of di¬ 
vine Providence in the ease of the primitive church of 
Jerusalem , a source of consolation to us: I. Its se¬ 
curity, effected by the destruction of Herod; II. 
Its extension and establishment, effected by the 
growth of the word, and by the relief which 
other believers sent [xi. 29]. (Lisco).— To Ood 
alone be all the glory! I. He who robs Him of it, 
destroys himself and others (Herod); II. He 
who honors God, honors himself and others (Bar¬ 
nabas and Paul), (id.).— All things work together 
for good to them that love Ood [Rom. viii. 28], as 
well death as life: illustrated, L By the death of 
James; II. By the deliverance of Peter. (Lang- 
bein).— Herod's end , or, Pride comes before a fall: 
I. Pride; II. The fall.— Ood resisteth the proud , 
but giveth grace unto the humble [Jam. iv. 6; 1 Pet. 
v. 6; Prov. iii. 34.]: I. The proud (Herod) :(o) 
how they scorn the miyesty of God; (6) how the 
Almighty resists them; II. The humble (the 
Church): (a) how they humble themselves under 
the mighty hand of God—famine, persecution, 
imprisonment; ( b) how God gives them grace— 
miraculous deliverance, destruction of enemies, 
fraternal relief [xi. 29], growth of the word.— 
All things minister to the growth of the word: I. 
Martyrs (James) moisten the field of the church 
with their blood; II. Enemies (Herod) manure 
it with their mouldering bones; III. The al¬ 
mighty God interposes by affording miraculous 
aid (Peter); IV. His servants do not fail to per¬ 
form works of love (Barnabas and Saul).— Ood, 
the absolute monarch in his kingdom: demonstrated, 

I. By the early departure of James; II. By the 
miraoulous deliverance of Peter; III. By the 
awful death of Herod.— The angels of the Lord, 
ministering in his kingdom: I. They execute his 
judgment in the case of the*impious Herod; II. 
They lead Peter, the captive, out of the prison; 
III. They conduct James, who had finished his 
course, to eternal joy.— [Peter and Herod con¬ 
trasted, or, the believer ana the sinner: I. Their 
respective views of religious truth in general; 

II. Their sentiments with respect to Christ; HI. 
Their principles of action (Herod—self; Peter— 
divine grace); IV. Their condition, as deter¬ 
mined by Providence; V. The earthly results of 
their course of action; VI. Their condition in 
eternity.—T r.] 
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PART FOURTH. 

The extension of the Church of Christ in Gentile countries through the 
agency of Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles; his three missionary journeys, at 
the termination of each of which he returns to Jerusalem, and diligently pro¬ 
motes union between the Gentile-Christians, and the Judaeo-Christian primitive 
congregation. 

Chaptsb XHL 1—XXI. 16. 


SECTION I. 

THE FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY OF PAUL, ACCOMPANIED BY BARNABAS, TO THE 
ISLAND OF CYPRUS, AND TO PAMPHYLIA AND PISIDIA, TWO PROVINCES OF ASIA 
MINOR. (Ch. xiii. and xiv.) 


A. —BARNABAS AND PAUL, SINT FORTH AS MI88IONARIB8 BT THE CHUROH AT ANTIOCH, IN OBXDIKSC1 
' TO THE DIRECTIONS OF THE HOLT 8PIRIT. 


Chapter XIIL 1-8. 


1 Now [But] there were in the church [congregation] that was at Antioch certain 
[om, certain 1 ] prophets and teachers; as [namely] Barnabas, and Simeon [Symeou] 
that was called. Niger, and Lucius of Cyreue, and Manaen, which [who] had been 

2 brought up with Herod* the tetrarch, and Saul. ♦As [But (dt) as] they ministered 
[offered worship] to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate [for] me Bar- 

3 nabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. *And when they had 
[Then (tStc) they] fasted and prayed, and laid (heir hands on them, they sent [and 
sent] them away. 

i Ver. 1. a. The text. rec. inserts [with E. 0. H.] after tW, the word rtns which is wanting In A. B. D. [God. Sta.1, 
in several minuscules, and In ancient versions [Syr. Vulg.j; it is, without donbt, a spurious addition, intended to imply 
that the persons here named, were only some, but not aU of the prophets and teachers of the Antiochian congregation. 
[Omitted by recent editors generally, exoept Scholl.—T r.] 

* Ver. 1. b. [For the words: “ which - - - Herod,” (Geneva), the margin of the Engl. Bible offers the version: “H«rod*s 
foster-brother.” (Rheims.). Alford says of overpower, that it is “probably collaetaneus (Vulg.), ‘foster-brother’; net 
* brought up with,' for, if he had been brought up with Antipas, he would also have been with Archelaus.”—Archelana and 
Antipas were brought up with a certain private man at Rome. (Joe. Ant. xvii. 1. 3). The original is u more concisely and 
exactly rendered in the margin, Herod'* foster-brother.” (Alex.). See below, Exeg. note b. on ver. l n and comp, with ml* 
lactaneu* of the Vulg. the German equivalent JdUchbruder i. e., mWe-brother. —Tr.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vbr. 1. a. We now lose sight, during a certain 
period, of the church in Jerusalem, as well as of 
the apostles, and, in place of Jerusalem, Antioch 
temporarily appears as a central point of eccle¬ 
siastical history. Indeed, the two chapters (ch. 
xiii. and ch. xiv.) which constitute Sect I. of Part 
IV., may be regarded as an independent memoir, 
complete in itself, aud written from an Antiochi¬ 
an point of view. Some writers have, accord¬ 
ingly, maintained with a certain degree of plau¬ 


sibility, that Luke here availed himself of a 
document, and incorporated it with his book, 
that originated in the Antiochian congregation 
itself (Meyer; comp. Blbbk, Stud. u. J &*£., 
1836, p. 1048), or that belonged to a biography 
of Barnabas (Schwanbeck), or that was a mis¬ 
sionary report presented in writing by Barnabas 
and Saul respecting this journey. (Olshansen). 

b. Now there were in the church that 
was at Antioch. —This first verse resembles 
in its tone one that might be employed as an in¬ 
troduction to a special history of the congrega¬ 
tion in Antioch. The prophets and teachers of 
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the latter are mentioned to ns by name j th a Kgo^rf 
rai are the immediate organs of the Holy Spirit, 
and utter their sayings and make their addresses to 
the congregation in an exalted frame of mind 
[see above, Exso. note on xi. 27, 28, and Doct. 
no. 1. — Tr.]; the 6l66okoXol, more directly guided 
by their own judgment, after due meditation, 
famished instructions to others. [They are 
“those who had the didamuLMa^, 1 Cor. 

xii. 28; see also Eph. iv. 11.” (Alf.).—Tr.]. It 
is fruitless to attempt to decide whion of the five 
men here named, belonged to the former, and 
vhieh to the latter class; at least the correlative 
particles: re— koI — koI, and, re —kcu (Meyer) here 
afford no important aid. And no argument can 
be derived from the circumstance that Barna¬ 
bas received this particular name, 

from the apostles [iv. 86], on aocount of possess¬ 
ing the gift of prophecy. For if he is named 
first in the present Ust, the reason must doubtless 
be sought in the preeminence which had hitherto 
been practically assigned to him, while Saul, as 
the one who had last of all become connected 
with the congregation, and who, no doubt, still 
modestly retired from publio view, is, accord¬ 
ingly named the last Of the three persons 
whose names occupy an intermediate position, 
we know nothing whatever, with the exception 
of the facts here stated. Symeon was 

also called Niger [“a familiar name among the 
Homans.” (Hack.).— Tr.]. Tliere is no certainty 
that Lucius is identical with the individual so 
named in Rom. xvi. 21. As he is here expressly 
styled a Cyrenian [6 KtpJ 7 vo 2 ofl, it may be conjec¬ 
tured that he was one of the first heralds of the 
Gospel in Antioch, sinoe Luke says (xi. 19, 20) 
that 'some of them were men of Cyprus and Cy- 

rene.’ Of Manaen (OPOO )» too > n0 knowledge 

ean be obtained from any other source. [Mava^v 
is “ a Hellenistic form of the Hebrew Menahem, 
2 Kings xv. 14.” (Alex.).— Tr.]. The Herod 
with whom “he had been brought up”, is un¬ 
doubtedly not Agrippa II., who was only in the 
seventeenth year of his age when [his father] 
Agrippa I. died (Jos. Antiq. xix. 9. 1). For one of 
his comrades [taking ainrroo^oq in the sense of 
coutubemaUs, companion. — Tr.] would at this pe¬ 
riod have been still too young to serve as a 
teacher in the church. We are hence led to as¬ 
sume that Herod Antipas is meant—the Herod 
who caused John the Baptist to be beheaded, and 
to whose jurisdiction [Pilate supposed that] 
Jesus belonged [Lu. iii. 1; xxiii. 7.—“He was 
now in exile on the banks of the Rhone, but 
though divested of his office is called tetrarch, 
because he was best known under that title." 
(Hack.).— Tr.]. If this be the case, Menahem 
must have reached the age of 46 or 60 years at 
the present period. —Ifvrpo^of may signify : cum 
a&guo nutritus, i. e. nourished at the same breast; 
if this is the correct definition here, Menahem’s 
mother had been the nurse of Antipas ( Vulgate 
[•ce note 2, appended to the text, above]; Kuin.; 
Olah.); but the word usually signifies playmate , 
comrade; [it is understood here by Luther; Calvin; 
Grot; Baumg.; Ewald, etc. in the sense of: one 
brought up with another , as in the text of the 
BngL version.— Tr.]. Whichever signification 


of the word may be adopted, it is a remarkable 
circumstance that a man who had been reared at 
a royal court, and specially at that of Herod the 
Great, should have subsequently become a shep¬ 
herd and teacher of the Christians. 

Vxr. 2. Am they ministered [But as they 
offered worship] to the Lord. —Luke proceeds 
to describe the directions which the Spirit gave 
to the Church respecting the appointment of 
Barnabas and Saul as missionaries. The com¬ 
mand of the Spirit was given at a certain time 
when the believers were worshipping and fasting. 
Aetrovpyelv designates, in the classic writers, the 
discharge of civil offices and duties—in the Sep- 
tuagint and in Hebr. x. 11, the performance of 
priestly offices in the temple of Jehovah,—and 
here, obviously, refers to the rites of worship 
[r£ Kvpt(f>\. But that the subjeot, the pronoun 
avrCn/y does not exclusively refer to the five pro¬ 
phets and teachers mentioned in ver. 1, but in¬ 
cludes the whole Christian congregation of An¬ 
tioch, appears from the circumstanoe that the 
command: h<poploare, according to the tenor of 
the whole passage (with which compare xiv. 26, 
27), is not addressed solely to the teachers, but 
rather to the whole congregation, so that avruv 
also necessarily refers to the latter. The Holy 
Ghost said (namely, through one of the pro¬ 
phets) : Separate me [for my service] Barnabas 
and Saul (namely, for a holy service); afopifrtv 
here involves the idea of sanctifying and conse¬ 
crating, even as always expresses the con¬ 

ception that a certain object has been set apart 
or separated from common and daily use. The 
work which the Holy Ghost called these two men 
to perform, is not expressly stated. It was, 
without doubt, already known that Saul had 
been called to labor as a missionary among the 
Gentiles. 

Ver. 8. And when they had faeted and 
prayed. —The immediate consecration and dis¬ 
mission of the two men, demonstrates that the 
congregation had clearly understood the revelation 
of the Spirit. The believers, while fasting and 
praying, laid their hands on both, commended 
them—their journey, and its great object—to 
the protection and the grace of God (xiv. 26), 
*and thus sent them forth. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The Redeemer has become Lord and King 
—the Exalted One—only as the Cruoified One. 
So, too, His Church continually follows the sign 
of the cross— hoc eigno vincet . The first assault 
which was made against the church, at the time 
when Stephen was stoned, led to the extension 
of the Gospel in Palestine, and it was carried 
even to Gentiles. And now, as a consequence of 
the second and more violent persecution, of 
which the apostle James became a victim, and 
from which Peter could be delivered only by a 
miracle, missions among pagans are regularly 
commenced. “By succumbing we conquer.” 

2. The apostolate of Paul, strictly speaking, 
begins on the occasion of this mission—he is now 
first sent forth {andardhoq). He had not volun¬ 
tarily offered his services, but received a call 
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(rite voeatur ), is chosen, and is sent forth—and 
all is done by divine authority. Jesus himself 
chose the Twelve during his earthly ministry, 
and exercised them by a preliminary mission 
(Matt. oh. 10); it was, however, only after his re¬ 
surrection that they received full authority from 
him, and were sent forth; but even then it was 
necessary for them to wait until they were en¬ 
dowed with the gifts of the Spirit [Acts i. 4, 8], 
before they actually commenced their labors. 
Saul, too, was called by Jesus Christ, but the 
Lord had already ascended to heaven and was 
glorified; at that time he was told by Jesus him¬ 
self, that he should be sent to the Gentiles and 
to IsraeL But it is only at this comparatively 
late period, after sufficient time had been afforded 
for his internal growth and his progress in the 
divine life, and after he had, besides, lived in 
retirement, that he is actually sent, and enters 
upon his glorious career as the apostle of the 
Gentiles.—It is the Holy Ghost who calls him, 
together with Barnabas, to his great work, but 
men are the agents of the Holy Ghost. It is 
some one of the Christian prophets in Antioch to 
whose soul the Spirit, who proceeds from the 
Father an$ the Son, makes a communication, 
and through whose mouth He says that Barnabas 
and Saul should be separated for the work. 
And it is the church that receives this command, 
and that, in the obedience of faith, while fasting 
and praying, dedicates the two men to their work 
by the imposition of hands, and then sends them 
forth. When the outward circumstances alone are 
considered, Barnabas and Saul were missionaries 
who proceeded from the Antiochian church; the 
latter was the society or authority that gave 
them their commission. But this church was, 
in truth, simply the agent in giving effeot in 
public to the previous internal call proceeding 
from the Redeemer. It was the Lord himself 
who both called and sent, who, through his Spirit, 
made known his will to the church, and who, 
through the church, sent forth his messengers. 
The firm conviction of the latter that they had 
received a divine call and had been sent by the 
Lord, was the source whence they derived that 
confidence and that joy, without which they could 
not have successfully labored. The work of 
Christ gradually enters upon the ordinary course 
of congregational and ecclesiastical development, 
especially in the person of Saul. He had been 
directly aroused and awakened by the Redeemer, 
but his conversion was consummated through 
the agency of a disciple of Jesus, who was an 
ordinary member of the church in Damascus fix. 
10-19); so, too, he had originally received nis 
call as the apostle of the Gentiles from the Lord 
himself, but that call was made effectual through 
the congregation at Antioch. Such a combina¬ 
tion and interweaving of the Divine and the 
Human, and such an execution of the divine will 
through human agents, now occur, when men are 
called and dedicated to the regularly established 
sacred office, as well as to missionary labors. It 
is only under such circumstances that the “rite 
vocari” [a right or properly authorised call], 
within the pale of ecclesiastical order, can afford 
joy and confidence, and secure fidelity, in the 
discharge of offioial duties. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Veb. 1. Now there were - - at Antioch 
- - prophets and teachers. —A congregation 
is now supposed to be in an excellent condition, 
when it is well provided with real estate, funds, 
a handsome building, etc., none of which, how¬ 
ever, were owned by the church at Antioch; but 
there were prophets and teachers there, and 
these are now generally wanting. (Gossner).— 
Manaen, which had been brought op with 
Herod. —Two persons may be brought up to¬ 
gether, and even be nourished at the same breast; 
nevertheless, ‘the one shall be taken, and the 
other left.* [Mt. xxiv. 40 f.]. (Starke). 

Veb. 2. As they ministered to the Lord, 
and fasted, the Holy Qhost said. —The Holy 
Ghost does not come to a full stomach and a 
wandering mind. The full stomach neither 
studies diligently, nor offers devout prayer. 
(Gossner).— The Holy Qhost said. Sepa¬ 
rate, etc. The choice of God, the endowment 
with his gifts, the training which was accom¬ 
plished by means of various dispensations—all 
these preceded in the order of time, and created 
a willing mind; thus they constituted the in¬ 
ward call; the call of the church, the separation 
and authorization were now added, and consti¬ 
tuted the outward call. (Rieger).— Separata 
me - - Barnabas and Saul, i. e. so that they 
may live, labor, think and desire solely in my 
service, in accordance with my will and good 
pleasure. Teachers should be God's peculiar 
people, chosen and separated solely to please 
Him. (Ap. Past.).—Why were precisely Barna¬ 
bas and Saul separated? All the servants of 
God should be ready, whenever He needs them; 
but Bis call and command alone can authorize 
them to commence the work. Let not him who 
is called, despise him who is left; let not him 
who waits, envy him who receives an office, (ib.). 
—The most humble service which is required of 
us in accordance with God's call, is honorable, 
and worthy of being performed; the highest dig¬ 
nities are not worthy of being the objects of our 
pursuit. (Rieger). 

Veb. 8. And when they had fasted.— 
There was, accordingly, no farewell banquet 
given, but a farewell fast was observed! It is 
now common, even in affairs belonging to the 
kingdom of God, first of all to hold gay festivals; 
and therefore seasons of mourning follow. (Wil- 
liger, who also appends the beautiful narrative 
of the consecration and mission of John Wil¬ 
liams, the apostle of the South Sea). 

Oh veb. 1-8 .—The Lord sends forth laborers 
into his harvest: L The harvest which he has 
in view; II. The laborers whom he chooses; 
III. The mission—the manner in which it is 
to be effected. (From Lisco.). —The Scriptural 
mode of sending forth heralds of the Qospd to 
the heathen: I. By the impulse and direction of 
the Lord; (a) those who send, must be moved, 
not by their own spirit, but by the Holy Spirit; 
(6) those who are sent, must be chosen, not 
solely in accordance with the dictates of human 
prudence, but rather on account of the influences 
of divine grace on them, of which they ftirnish 
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good evidence; (e) their destination must not be 
arbitrarily determined, but be indioated by the 
Lord. II. With holy desires and acts; (a) those 
who send should fast, abstaining from all excess, 
so that they may hare means for providing for 
the wants of the heathen; (6) they should pray 
—the united prayer of those who send, and of 
those who are sent, availeth much; (c) the her¬ 
alds should receive the imposition of hands— 
after having been consecrated to their work 
in the proper manner, their labors are also 
to be conducted according to ecclesiastical order, 
unto the salvation of the heathen, and the growth 
of the ohurch. ( Lisco).— The first Christian mission¬ 
ary meeting at Antioch: I. The circumstances, in 
consequence of which the first missionaries went 
forth from Antioch; (a) on.account of the pecu¬ 
liarly flourishing condition of the congregation 
in that city; (b) and the special indication of 
the will of divine wisdom. II. The solemn ap¬ 
pointment of the first missionaries; ( a) the men 
who were first commissioned; (6) the manner in 
which they were commissioned, (id.).— That the 
assumption of the sacred office requires both an inter¬ 
nal and an external call: I. The internal; II. 
The external call. (id.).— The missionary power of 
Christianity: I. When the church possesses spi¬ 
ritual life, missions prosper; II. When missions 
are actively maintained, the church prospers. 
(From Lisco).— The best attendants of a messenger 
of the faith who is sent forth: I. The call of Qod, 
addressed to him; II. The impulse of the Spirit, 
within him; III. The prayers of the church, 
which are offered for him; IV. The sighs of the 
pagans, who long for him.— The blessed bond of 
union between the church at home , and her missiona¬ 
ries abroad: I. The blessing which extends to 


missionaries, from their original but distant 
home—spiritual and temporal gifts, support, or¬ 
dination, prayer. II. The blessing which mis¬ 
sionaries send back to their distant home—ad¬ 
monitions to pray, exhortations to praise God, 
the strengthening of faith, the increase of love.— 
What gives to missions their life and power t I. The 
call of God, in which they originate; II. The 
fidelity of the laborers who are sent; III. The 
prayers of the church, by which they are sus¬ 
tained.— How can the church secure the divine bles¬ 
sing, when she engages in any work? I. Not by 
being directed by human calculations, but by 
yielding to the impulses of the Holy Spirit; IL 
Not by premature rejoicings, but by humble 
prayer; III. Not by confiding in the names of 
men, even though they should be those of Barna¬ 
bas and Squl, but by confiding in the name of 
the living God, on whose blessing all depends.— 
\The manifestations of the influences of the Divine 
Spirit: I. In the conversion of sinners; which is 
effected (a) through the inspired Word (Eph. vi. 
17: Jam. i. 18; 1 Pet. i. 23); (6) set forth, in its 
purity, by divine aid; and (c) applied by the 
Spirit to the sinner's heart. II. In the edification 
of believers; which is effected (a) by the Spirit 
through the Word (1 These, ii. 18); ( b ) and the 
holy Sacraments, as means of grace, combined 
with prayer and self-examination; (c) all of 
which are profitable only through faith wrought 
by the Spirit. (Hebr. iv. 2; Eph. ii. 8). III. In 
the extension of the Church in heathen lands; 
which is effected (a) when the Spirit incites men 
to go forth as heralds of the cross; (6) opens the 
hearts of their hearers (Aots xvi. 14; Eom. x. 
17); (c) and conveys light, life and power 
through their words (I Cor. ii. 4).—Ta.] 
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CHAPTER XIII. 4-12. 


4 8o they 1 , being [After they had now been] sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed 

5 unto [they went down to] Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. * And 
when they were [they arrived] at Salami*, they preached the word of God in the 
synagogues of the Jews: and they had also [but they also had] John to their minister 

6 [as assistant]. *And when they had gone [But when they travelled] through the 
[whole]* isle unto [as far as] Paphos, they found a certain [a man* who was a] sorcerer, 

7 a [and] false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus: * Which [Who] was with the 
deputy of the country [with the proconsul], Sergius Paulus, a prudent [an intelligent] 
man; who called [man. He sent] for Barnabas and Saul, and desired [requested] to 

8 hear the word of God. *But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpreta¬ 
tion [interpreted]) withstood them, seeking to turn away [pervert] the deputy [pro- 

9 consul] from the faith. ♦Then [But] Saul, (who also is called Paul,) [being] filled 

10 with tne Holy Ghost, sethis eyes on-him [intently looked at him], ♦Ana said, 0 full 
[O thou, who art full] of ail subtilty [deceit] and all mischief, thou [om. thou] child 
of the devil, thou [devil, and] enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to per¬ 
il vert the right [straight] ways of the Lord? *And now, behold, the hand of the 

Lord is upon [comes over] thee, and thou shalt [wilt] be blind, not seeing [and not see] 
16 
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the sun for a season [until a certain time]. And immediately there fell on him a mist and 
a [om. a] darkness; and he went about seeking some to [seeking persons who might] 
12 lead him by the hand. *Then the deputy [proconsul], when he saw what was done 
[had occurred], believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord. 

l Ver. 4. o&rot [of text ret., from B-gr., G, H,] is more fully supported than «vro». [The Utter is found in A. B. Cod. 
Sin., etc,, and is adopted by Lach. Tisch. and Alf.—Tx.] 

* Ver. 6. a. SAw before r*r. is wanting in text, rte. [and G. H.]; but is rery decidedly sustained [by A. B. C. D. L, 
Cod. Sin. Vulg. fathers,]; it may have seemed [to some copyists] to be superfluous [“oAyv and U*4>- being supposed to 
be inconsistent.” ('Alf.). It is inserted by recent editors generally.—Ta.J 

* Ver. A. b. ivipa Wore nro, also seemed to be superfluous, and has, therefore, been omitted in text ret, in accordance 
with some manuscripts [O. H.]. It is, however, so well supported, that It must be regarded as genuine. [Found in A. & 
C. D. B. Cod. Sin.; Syr. Vqlg. etc., and inserted by recent editors generally, except Schols.—Tx.] 


EXEOBTIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 4-8. a. Luke does not specially state the 
reasons which induced the two missionaries to 
select the island of Cyprus as their place of des¬ 
tination, and then proceed to two provinces of 
Asia Minor, Pamphylia and Pisidia, rather than 
to any other places. They were, doubtless, influ¬ 
enced by circumstances, and were governed by 
the principle, that that which lay nearest at 
hand, first of all claimed their attention. Now 
Cyprus was not only, in a geographical point of 
view, in their vicinity, but also awakened their 
interest, inasmuch as it was the native country 
of Barnabas (iv. 36); and it is, besides, possible, 
that an opportunity for proceeding to that island 
rather than to any other point, was the first 
which presented itself. [“Moreover, the Jews 
were numerous in Salamis. By sailing to that 
city, they were following the track of the syna¬ 
gogues.” (Con. and Hows., Lift of St. Paul , I. 
145, London. 1854.)— Tr.]. Their way conduct¬ 
ed them from Antioch, down the river Orontes to 
Seleucia, a sea-port about 15 miles distant from 
the mouth of the river. [“ Strabo (xvi. 2) makes 
the distance from Antioch to Seleucia 120 stadia” 
C. and H. lot. cit. p. 147. n. 1.— Tr.]. From 
this point they sailed to the island, on the east¬ 
ern shore of which lay Salamis, a sea-port which 
possessed a spacious harbor. Here the two mes¬ 
sengers of the Qospel disembarked; a third per¬ 
son accompanied them, who occupied a subordi¬ 
nate position (irmjpkrT^), namely, John, whose 
surname was Mark, and whom they had brought 
with them to Antioch from Jerusalem, (xii. 12, 
25). [“ He came as their assistant , afforaing aid 

to the apostles in the discharge of their official 
duties, by various external services, attending to 
commissions, etc., probably also by baptizing; (x. 
48; 1 Cor. i. 14.” (Meyer).— Tr.]). After leav¬ 
ing Salamis, they travelled through the whole 
island, ver. 6, which is of considerable size 
[about 70 leagues in length from East to West; 
its greatest breadth from North to South, is 80 
leagues.— Tr.], and, at that period, contained a 
number of populous and wealthy cities. They 
ultimately paused in Paphos (Nta Paphos ), a 
sea-port at the west end of the island, [“not 
more than 100 miles from Salamis.” (Conyb. 
and H. loo. oil .).— Tr.], whioh was at that time 
the residence of the Roman Proconsul. It was 
at this point that they afterwards departed from 
the island, ver. 18. [See below, Homil. etc. on 
ver. 6.—Tr.] 

b. Luke describes merely three features which 
marked the labors of Barnabas and Saul ou the 


island: (a) the preaching of the Gospel in the 
Jewish synagogues; (6) the collision with the 
sorcerer Bar-jesus; (c) the conversion of the 
Roman proconsul Sergius Paulus.—He states in 
a very summary manner, ver. 5, that they 
preached the word of God in the synagogues of 
the Jews. Where? We may naturally suppose 
that Salamis itself is meant, but we cannot re¬ 
strict the application of the language to this city 
exclusively; even if it was of considerable extent, 
it can scarcely have contained more than one 
synagogue. Moreover, as Barnabas himself was 
a Cyprian Israelite by birth, it is natural to be¬ 
lieve that he, together with Paul, preached the 
Gospel of the Messiah and Redeemer who had 
appeared, first of. all, to the children of Israel, 
who were very numerous in the island.—The 
collision with the sorcerer Bar-jesus occurred 
in Paphos, ver. 6 ff. [This name is an Aramaic 
form, meaning the Son of (Jesus) Joshuai comp. 
Barabbas, Bartholomew, Barjooas, Bartimeus, 
etc. (Alex.).—The different forms which this 
name assumes in the (manuscripts), fathers, and 
versions, originated in the reverence which was 
entertained for the name Jesus; hence, even 
Barjcu, Barsuma , ( Bar-jehu ), etc. occur. (Meyer). 
— Tr.]. This man, as it appears from ver. 8, ap¬ 
propriated to himself the title of Ely mas, an 
Arabic word, from the same root as the Turkish 
title Ulema [which signifies learned men , and is 
applied to “the college or corporation composed 
of the three classes of the Turkish hierarchy, 
etc.” (Brandi’s Diet, ad vcrA)]; he thus styled 
himself the “wise man” or sage, that is, an Ori¬ 
ental Magian. [“While the verbal root in Arabic 
means to know , the corresponding root in Hebrew 
means to hide , both which ideas (occult science) 
are included in the term by which Luke here 
explains it, Magus.” (Alex.).—T r.]. The true 
character of this man is described by the term 
in ver. 6, false prophet. He had gained influ¬ 
ence over the Proconsul, and was near his per¬ 
son, ver. 7. When the latter invited Barnabas 
and Saul, for the purpose of hearing them, this 
man was apprehensive of losing the confidence 
of the Roman officer, and denied the truth of 
their Words, attempting at the same time to con¬ 
fuse (dia(rrpf(/«M)8ergiusPaulus, and withdraw him 
from the faith. [“ From the faith, may either 
mean from the Christian faith, the new religion, 
which these strangers preached; or, from the 
act of faith, L e., believing the new doctrine Urns 
made known to him.” JAlex.).— Tr.]. Then 
Saul was filled with the Holy Ghost, that is, the 
Holy Ghost enabled him at once to understand 
the true character of the man before him, and 
discover the hidden thoughts of his soiU. He 
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was thus filled with a holy seal, which manifest¬ 
ed itself, first, in a penetrating look (arevtoaq eig 
mrr6v), and then in terms of stern rebuke. His 
language, primarily, unveils the true spiritual 
stateof the man ( T G - - - SiKcuooinnjg ); the latter was 
full of deceit and of frivolous or wanton senti¬ 
ments of every kind, and an enemy of all right¬ 
eousness, that is, of all that is right and accepta¬ 
ble in the eyes of God, a child of the devil. (The 
appellation vU Siafidhw is the antithesis to his 
name Bar-jesns, implying that the sentiments 
which predominated in his soul, had been engen¬ 
dered by the arch-enemy of all that is divine and 
good). The language of Saul, further, rebukes 
the sorcerer’s resistance tc God, of which his 
present conduct made him guilty (ov nabag — 
evdetoc ); the ways of God are straight, leading 
directly to salvation, but he attempts to oross 
them or change th?ir course, so that the Procon¬ 
sul might not believe the word of God, and not 
reach the point to which they conducted, that 
is, Balvation. Saul, lastly, announces, ver. 11, 
that the divine punishment of temporary blind¬ 
ness shall be inflicted on Elymas. (Xelp Kvpiov 
is here the chastising power of God). Saul de¬ 
clares that he shall be blind only for a certain 
period, and not permanently. His words were 
at once fulfilled; the vision of the man was im¬ 
mediately obscured, and he was soon involved in 
total darkness. 

c. The conversion of the Proconsul Serpiut Pau¬ 
ls*. Barnabas and Saul met this man in Paphos. 
[“From the time when Augustus united the 
world under his own power, the provinces were 
divided into two different classes,” the senatorial, 
governed by Proconsul* (which the Greeks trans¬ 
lated by av^bicaroq, the word occurring in ver. 7), 
and the imperial provinces, governed b jProprcs- 
tor* or Legati. Subordinate districts of the for¬ 
mer, were under the authority of Procurators. 
See a full statement of the whole* subject in 
Co.VTB. AND H.: Lift , etc. of St. Paul , 1. 163-167. 
Lond. 1864; the appropriate passages of Dio 
Cassius (who lived at the beginning of the third 
century, was twice Roman Consul, and wrote a 
History of the Romans) are there given in the 
original, and a wood-cut is furnished represent¬ 
ing a coin which distinctly exhibits a Proconsul 
of Cyprus, of the reign of Claudius, during 
which Paul made this visit to the island.— Tr.]. 
Cyprus had belonged to the imperial provinces 
for a certain period during the reign of Augus¬ 
tus, and its affairs were administered by a Prae¬ 
tor ; but Augustus subsequently restored it* to the 
people (Strabo, XVII. 810; Dio Cat*. L. 8. 12), 
and it was afterwards governed by Proconsuls , like 
all the other senatorial provinces. Hence the 
incidental remark of Luke that an av&biraroc was 
the chief ruler of the island, precisely agrees 
with other historical acoounts, and is sustained 
by coins still remaining, which belong to the 
reign of Claudius. It had long been assumed, 
before the authorities just mentioned were pro¬ 
perly considered, that Luke had employed the 
title of Proconsul erroneously, or had not been 
precisely acquainted with its true meaning; see 
Hackitt: Comment. 209. [Second edition. 1863.]. 
—The classic writers do not mention Sergius 
Paulus, who was the Proconsul at that time, but 
he is here described as avr)g awerdg; this term 


may have been strictly applicable to him, even if 
he listened for some time to the words of the 
Jewish sorcerer. [“For many years before 
this time, and many years after, impostors from 
the East, pretending to magical powers, had 
great influence over the Roman mind. - - Unbe¬ 
lief, when it has become conscious of its weak¬ 
ness, is often glad to give its hand to superstition. 
The faith of educated Romans was utterly gone.” 
(Conyb. and H. loc. ext. p. 167.— Tr.j. The 
proconsul, indeed, evinced that he possessed an 
intelligent mind, by voluntarily seeking an ac¬ 
quaintance with Barnabas and Saul. He was ulti¬ 
mately conducted to the true faith, partly by 
having himself witnessed the direct divine pun¬ 
ishment inflicted on Elymas, ver. 12, and partly 
by the deep impression made on him by the doc¬ 
trine of Christ, which filled him with wonder. 
\Miraculo acuebatur attentio ad doctrinam. (Ben- 

gel)]- 

Ver. 9-12. Then Sanl - - Paul. —The name 
Paul, in addition to that of Saul , occurs for the 
first time in ver. 9, and the latter is not again 
introduced. While the apostle constantly receives 
the Hebrew name Saul [signifying asked for , or, 
desired], from ch. vii. 68 to ch. xiii. 7, he, as con¬ 
stantly, from this point of time, receives the 
Roman name of Paul. We cannot, with Hein¬ 
richs, regard this circumstance as merely acci¬ 
dental ; he supposes that when Luke mentioned 
Sergius Paulus, it occurred to him that Saul 
likewise bore the name of Paul. The change in 
the name, is, on the contrary, made intentionally 
by the historian, who was here reflecting on the 
relation of a cause to its effect. But interpreters 
differ widely in their views respecting the cause, 
the effect of which w-as this permanent change 
of the name. The following opinion was origi¬ 
nally adopted at a very early period, and has, 
quite recently, been re-adopted:—Luke intro¬ 
duces the name precisely at this point because 
the apostle received his name of Paul in conse¬ 
quence of the present occurrence, as a memo¬ 
rial of the conversion of Sergius Paulus. This 
was the opinion of Jerome: **[Z7f enim Sctpio, 
subjecta Africa, Africani sibi nomen assumpsit — 
it a et Saulus ] a primo ecclesist spolio, proconsuls 
Sergio Paulo , victories suse tropcea retulit , erexitque 
vezillum , ut Paulus diceretur e Saulo. (De viris ill . 
6). The same view is expressed by Laur. Valla; 
Bengel; Olsh.; Meyer; Baumg., and Ewald. 
They assume either that the apostle, from this 
period, applied the name to himself (Jerome), or 
that other Christians had given it to him in mem¬ 
ory of this remarkable conversion of his “first- 
fruit.” (Meyer).—If such, however, had been 
the case, we might have reasonably expected 
that Luke would have given an intimation to 
that effect, at least, by a single word. But in 
place of adopting this course, he does not even 
mention the name in immediate connection with 
the conversion of the Proconsul; he rather con¬ 
nects it with the rebuke which was addressed to 
the sorcerer. And, further, Luke mentions the 
fact in intimate connection with a circumstance 
which does not usually receive due attention, 
viz. that a new era, as it were, begins with the 
precedence which the apostle henceforth takes of 
Barnabas. For Luke had hitherto (the last 
time in ver. 7) exhibited the latter as the chief 
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personage; bat now it is Saul, and not Barnabas, 
who takes the lead alike in words and in acts; 
tee also Ter. 16 ff. So, too, in Ter. 13, the whole 
eomp&ny of traTellers is named after Paul as the 
chief personage ( ol wegi UavXov), and, afterwards, 
the regular order of the names is: “Paul and 
Barnabtfs ,f (ch. xiii. 46, 60. etc.), and it is mere¬ 
ly an exceptional case [xv. 12] when this order 
is subsequently reversed. Hence it appears 
that the name of Paul (like the effect and its 
cause) is connected with the independent per¬ 
sonal action and the prominence that are hence¬ 
forth obserrable in the case of this apostle. Nor 
can it be regarded as an unmeaning and acci¬ 
dental circumstance that at the Tery moment when 
Luke first of all mentions the new name, he re¬ 
marks that Paul was filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Henoe, at this critical moment, an in¬ 
ternal progress and a decisive elevation of Paul's 
whole character were effected by the Holy Ghost. 
It was by virtue of this influence that Paul came 
forward and commenced an independent course 
of action, taking precedence of Barnabas, who 
had, in this case, refrained from personal inter¬ 
ference. It is in connection with this circum¬ 
stance, and not precisely with the conversion of 
the Proconsul that Luke henceforth employs 
that name which was the only one which the 
apostle of the Gentiles applied to himself [and 
by which he is designated in 2 Pet. iii. 16 .—Tr.]. 
—It is, at the same time, true, that these con¬ 
siderations do not enable us to decide at what 
time, and from what source, the apostle received 
his Roman name. It is possible that, as a Ro¬ 
man citixen [ch. xxii. 27, 28], he received it at 
his birth, but, during the Pharisaic period of his 
life, and even during the first years which fol¬ 
lowed his conversion, employed the Hebrew name 
Saul alone; when he afterwards commenced his 
career as the apostle of the Gentiles, he may 
have preferred the Roman name of Paul. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

The resistance of the apostle Paul to the sor¬ 
cerer Bar-jesps proceeded from the fulness of the 
Holy Ghost. 

a. His ability to glance into the deepest re¬ 
cesses of the soul of that man, was a gilt of the 
the Spirit of God. As he had never, previously, 
seen the latter, how could he, after a brief inter¬ 
view, have thoroughly comprehended his char¬ 
acter, without being divinely enlightened? The 
charges which he advanced, were well founded. 
If the man had been a pagan magian, his spir¬ 
itual state and his guilt could not have been ex¬ 
hibited in the dark colors which the apostle em¬ 
ployed. But the greater the amount of know¬ 
ledge was, which the sorcerer, as an Israelite, 
could have acquired of the true God and his 
ways, of his counsel and his commands, the more 
decidedly he must have become an enemy of the 
kingdom of God, when he exhibited such cun¬ 
ning and sophistry in obstructing the ways of 
God. 

h. Further, the Spirit of God and Christ re- 
vealq Himself in the announcement by the apos¬ 
tle of the divine punishment. We do not here 
discern the spirit of an Elijah, who calls down 


fire from heaven, and slays the prophets of Baal, 
nor that carnal zeal which so easily mingles with 
a righteous indignation. The course adopted by 
the apostle exhibits moderation, and a tendency 
to pity and to spare. He announces to the mis¬ 
guided man, that he would become blind, but 
that he would remain in that condition only du¬ 
ring a certain period, and not until his death. 
Thus he indirectly speaks of a termination of 
the punishment, provided that the offender should 
cease to resist the will of God (comp, ov jrafwp, 
etc. ver. 10). This is the spirit of Christ, who 
“is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save 
them.” (Lu. ix. 66). 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vie. 4. So they, being sent forth by the 
Holy Ghost. —The statement that they had 
reoeived a divine mission, is repeated in this 
form, as the fact itself explains the divine guid¬ 
ance, the blessed results, and the miraculous 
deeds which are subsequently described. (Ap. 
Past.). — Departed unto Seleuoia - - - 
sailed to Cyprus. —All the steps ofi the true 
servants of God are not only remarkable, but are 
also attended by the divine blessing. The eyes 
of God watch over them and direct their course 
when they proceed from one plaoe to another. 
It is not the celebrity of the spots which they 
visited, but their own character as faithfal and 
obedient servants, who had obeyed the call of 
God, yielded to the guidance of the Holy Ghost, 
and finished their work in uprightness, which 
insures the honorable and enduring remembrance 
of their deeds. The divine blessing attends the 
labors of faithful servants of Christ, even when 
they are merely sojourners in any plaoe, or, pos¬ 
sibly, deliver only an occasional sermon on the 
road. So, ty>o, Jesus always left a rich blessing 
behind, whenever he travelled, and, indeed, on 
every occasion. (Ap. Past.). 

Vee. 6. They preached the word of God 
in the synagogues of the Jews. —For, was 
not salvation of the Jews? [John iv. 22]. The 
public synagogues furnished the most favorable 
opportunities for delivering addresses. It is 
important that we should enter every door which 
may be opened to us, and work while it is day. 
(Rieger). 

Vee. 6. The isle, unto Paphos. — Paphos 
was noted for the wantonness and vice which at¬ 
tended the worship of Venus. [“Paphos was, 
indeed! a sanctuary of Greek reugion: on this 
shore the fabled goddess (the Paphian Venus) 
first landed, when she rose from the sea (Tac. 
Hist. II. 2, 8).—The polluted worship was origi¬ 
nally introduced from Assyria or Phoenicia, etc.” 
(Couyb. and H. I. 168. — Tr.]. It was precisely 
into such a stronghold of Satan [Rev. ii. 18] that 
the messengers of Christ at the very beginning 
effected an entrance. The prinoe of this world 
attempts, indeed, to offer resistance, and, in the 
person of the soreferer, Bar-jesus, utters the lan¬ 
guage of reproach and defiance: “I was here 
before you!" (Rieger). 

Vee. 7. Which [who] was with - - - Ser¬ 
gius Paulus, a prudent [an intelligent] man. 
—Prudence and godliness most happily accord 
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with one another. The truth of God. set forth 
in the Gospel, asks for the investigation of those 
who are wise. (Rieger).—The desire to become 
acquainted with God’s word, is a mark of an in • 
telligent mind. (Starke).—Sergius was a man of 
understanding, and, nevertheless, allowed him¬ 
self to be influenced by the sorceries of Bar-jesus: 
not only are the eyes of reason already weak, 
but the enohantments of impostors really consist 
in the success with which they also blind the 
eyes of reason. We accordingly perceive that 
many powerful minds are enslaved by a love of 
darkness. (Ap. Past). 

Van. 8. Seeking to turn away the depu¬ 
ty from the faith. —Men who occupy high po¬ 
sitions, are always attended by persons who de¬ 
sire to turn them aside from the path of duty and 
suggest evil designs; they are not always warned 
and protected by apostles; comp. 1 Samuel x. 1- 
8. (Quesnel). 

Vie. $. Then Saul, who also is called 
Paul, filled with the Holy Ghost, set his 
eyes on him. —He who is a Paul , that is, fee¬ 
ble and mean [Lak] in his own eyes, is a Saul, 
that is, desired and beloved [see above Exeg. 
Ter. 9-12) by others. Prov. xxix. 28. (Starke). 
—As military leaders derive honorable titles 
from the places in which they gained victories, 
so Saul obtained the name which he bore as an 
apostle, from the first victory which he gained 
for Christ. He himself took the more pleasure 
in this change of his name, as Paul signifies 
little, mean; Eph. iii. 8; 2 Cor. xii. 9. [See Hom. 
and Pn. on ch. xix. 21.—Ta.]. His Hebrew 
name was the same as that of the king of his own 
tribe, who was taller than any of the people [1 
8am. ix. 2; x. 28]: and as the latter persecuted 
David, the man after the Lord’s own heart [1 
8am. xiii. 14], so Saul, who surpassed all others | 
in Pharisaic dignity [GaL i. 14], persecuted 
Jesus, the 8on of David. He noW writes the 
epitaph of the Saul who once was: “Paul—I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” Gal. ii. 
20. (Besser).—We hear no loud and noisy re¬ 
proaches, such as a hot temper utters. Even 
when a teacher’s office and conscience require 
him to employ the language of rebuke, he should 
carefully consider whether he is in the right 
frame of mind, and can speak and act in the 
presence of Cod' out of the fulness of the Holy 
Ghost (Ap. Pask). 

Vie. 10. And said, O full of all aubtilty 

- child of the devil, etc.—Paul inflicts 

one blow after the other, tears the mask from 
the deceiver’s face, and exposes to him the true 
state of his heart: “ohild of the devil,” the op¬ 
posite of his name, “Bar” (son of) “Jesus;” 
“full of subtilty and mischief,” the opposite of 
“Elymas” (a sage) ; “enemy of all righteousness” 
—“perverting the ways of God”—the opposite 
of the title which he assumed, i. a prophet of 
God (ver. 6), a title belonging to him alone who 
teaches the true way of salvation. (Williger). 

Ver. 11. The hand of the Lord is upon 
thee. —It came upon him, not as in the case of 
the true servants of God, in order to enlighten 
aad strengthen, but to blind and paralyze him. 
Nevertheless, the punishment was intended to be 
only temporary, since it was, in an evangelical 
sense, designed to be a chastisement unto right- < 


eousness, and not unto condemnation and repro¬ 
bation.—The punishment was, I. Suited to the of¬ 
fender—he who blinded others, is struck blind 
himself; II. Adapted to impress and convince 
the spectators; III. Designed, with all its seve¬ 
rity, to lead to the reformation of the offender, 
by Paul’s indirect reference to divine mercy [“ for 
a season”]. Paul himself had been blind for a 
season, when he was converted, and his own ex¬ 
perience had taught him that this darkness was 
exceedingly salutary, since it enabled the suf¬ 
ferer to collect his thoughts and examine hp spir¬ 
itual state. (From Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 12. Then the deputy, when he saw 
what was done, believed. —The fall of one 
leads to the rising again [Lu. ii. 84] of another. 
(Starke).—The judgment which overtook Ely¬ 
mas, delivered Sergius from his corrupt influence, 
but, strictly spealung, it was the doctrine of the 
Lord which supplied the seed and root of hie 
faith. (Rieger).—The soul of the meanest slave 
in Paphos was not less precious, it is true, than 
that of the ruler of the country; still, it was an 
important circumstance in the eyes of the apostle, 
that the first fruit of those who were called by 
his preaching, was one of those few “noble** 
ones (1 Cor. i. 20), who obeyed the call of God. 
He had been commissioned to hear the name of 
Jesus Christ before kings (ch. ix. 16), and Ser¬ 
gius Paulus was the representative of kingly 
power in that country. (Besser). 

(On ver. 4-12). The first missionary ship: I. 
The fearless crew—the great apostle Paul, the 
noble Barnabas, the youthful Mark; II. The fa¬ 
vorable wind—the east wind filled the sails; and 
the Holy Ghost, the teachers; III. The blessed 
anchorage—the celebrated island of Cyprus, with 
its natural beauties, and its moral deformity; IV. 
The first prizes—the defeated sorcerer, and the 
converted ruler.— The first missionary report , the 
type of all that have succeeded it: it is an image of 
the missionary work in general; I. Of its mani¬ 
fold ways; (a) external—Seleucia and Cyprus, 
the land and the sea; (6) internal—Jews and 
pagans; II. Of its painftil struggles (a) with pa¬ 
gan vices—the worship of Venus in Paphos; (6) 
with pagan superstition—the sorcerer Elymas; 
III. Of its glorious victories; (a) the powers of 
darkness are overthrown (Elymas;) (6) souls are 
won (Sergius Paulus). —Paul in Paphos , or, The 
preaching of the cross , revealed in its all-conquering 
power: I. It subdues the sensual desires of the 
world (in the voluptuous groves of roses and 
myrtles dedicated to Aphrodite, the apostle erects 
the cross of Christ as an emblem of repentance 
and the mortification of the flesh); II. It defeats 
the spurious wisdom of the world (the delusions 
of the sorcerer Elymas vanish before the light 
of evangelical grace and truth); III. It prevails 
over the weapons of the world (the Roman Pro- 
consul surrenders as a captive to the word of 
God).— The heavenly light of the Gospel, dispersing 
the magical delusions of the world: I. The magic of 
worldly lust (Cyprus with its vineyards and 
altars of Venus): II. The magic of worldly wis¬ 
dom (Elymas with his frauds); III. The magic 
of worldly power (Sergius Paulus, the Roman 
Proconsul).— Sergius Paulus , the first trophy of 
the great apostle of the Gentiles: L He was taken 
from the midst of the enemies (a Roman, a man 
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Invested with power, a man of a cultivated ' ness of the Holy Ghost, (ver. 9); II. Not with car- 
mind); 1L He was wrested from the hands of t nal weapons, but with the sword of the word [Eph. 
a& artful adversary (Elymas, the representative | vi. 17], which pierces [Hebr. iv. 12] the evil 
of science falsely so called) [1 Tim. vi. 20]; 111. j heart (ver. 10), and announces God's judgment 
The victory conferred permanent honor on the l Tver. 11); III. Not with a view to consign to 
apostle (a badge of honor attached to the name j death and damnation, but in order to warn, and 
of Paul, which he ever afterwards bore, whether to save the souls of men. (ver. 11 ).—[The various 
first assumed on this occasion, or now first de- | forms of sin which Paul encountered in the island of 
served). — The Gospel, a savour of life unto life for j Cyprus: I. Worldliness (Sergius Paulus); IL. 
some (Sergius Paulus); a savour of death unto ' Gross vice (the worship of Venus); III. Super- 
death for others (Elymas) [2 Cor. iL 16 ].—In what 1 stition (Elymas); IV. Infidelity (unbelieving 
manner does a genuine servant of Christ rebuke sin? i Jews, ver. 9).—Ta.] 

L Not with carnal impetuosity, but in the ful- | 


C.—fn JouursT coitiktid; acts amd strrmmnros nr the pisidiah city or ahtioch. 

Chaptii XIII. 13-52. 

The journey through Pamphylia to Antioch; and Pauls missionary address in that city. 

Chaptse XIII. 13-41. 

13 Now [But] when Paul and his company [and they who were about him] loosed 
[had sailed] from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and [but] John de- 

14 parting from them returned to Jerusalem. *But when they departed [continued 
their journey] from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the syna- 

15 gogue on the sabbath day, and sat down. *And [But] after the reading of the law 
and the prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and 
brethren, if ye have any [a 1 ] word of exhortation for the people, say on [then speak!]. 

16 ♦Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, [Ye] Men of Israel, and ye 

17 that fear God, give audience [hearken]. ♦The God of this people of Israel [om. of 
Israel]* chose our fathers, and exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers [were 
sojourners] in the land of Egypt, and with a high arm brought he them out of it 

18 * And about the time of forty years suffered he their manners [he bore and eherished 

19 them]* in the wilderness. ♦And when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of 
Chanaan [Canaan], he divided their land to [among] them by lot [as an inheritance] 4 . 

20 ♦And after that he gave unto them judges about the space of four hundred and fifty 

21 years, until Samuel the prophet. *And afterward [thenceforth] they desired [asked 
for] a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Ben- 

22 jamin, by the space of [daring] forty years. *And when he had removed him [And 
after he had set him aside], he raised up unto them David to be [as] their king; to 
whom also he gave testimony, and said, 1 have found David the son of Jesse, a man 

23 after mine own [my] heart, which shall fulfil [who will do] all my will. ♦Of this 
man’s seed hath God, according to his promise, raised [brought] 6 unto Israel a Sa- 

24 viour, Jesus: ♦When John had first [previously] preached [,] before his coming 
[his entrance (on his office),] the baptism of [unto] repentance to all the [the whole] 

25 people of Israel. ♦And as [But when] John fulfilled [finished] his coarse, he said, 
Whom think ye that I am [do ye deem me to be] ? I am not he. But, behold, 
there oometh one [he oometh] after me, whose shoes of his feet [whose sandals] I am 
not worthy to loose. 

26 [Ye] Men and brethren, children [sons] of the stock [race] of Abraham, and who- 

27 soever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent. 6 ♦For they 
that dwell at [the inhabitants of] Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him 
not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have 
fulfilled them in condemning him [rulers did not recognise him, and by their sentence, 

28 fulfilled the voices of the prophets whioh are read every sabbath]. *And though 
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they found no cause of death in him [And without finding in hftn any guilt worthy 
of death], yet desired they Pilate that he should be slain [desired of Pilate that he 

29 might be executed]. *And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, 

30 they took him down from the tree [wood], and laid him in a sepulchre [grave]. *But 

31 God [has] raised him from the dead r *And he was seen [appeared] many days of 
[to] them which [who] came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are [now] T 

32 his witnesses unto the people. *And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the 

33 [you the tidings of the] promise which was made unto the [our] fathers, *[That] 
God hath fulfilled the same unto us their 8 children, in that he nath raised up Jesus 
again [om. again]; as it is also written in the seoond [first 9 ] psalm, Thou art my 

34 &>n, this day [to-day] have I begotten thee. *And as concerning that [But thereof, 
that] he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on 
this wise [thus], I will give you the sure mercies [the faithful holy things] 10 of David. 

35 ^Wherefore he saith also in another psalm [place], Thou shalt [wilt] not suffer thine 

36 Holy One to see corruption. *For David, after he had served his own generation by 
the will of God [after he had, in his time, served the counsel of God] 11 , fell on sleep 

37 [fell asleep], and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption: *But he, whom God 

38 raised again, saw no [raised, did not see] corruption. *Be it known unto you there¬ 
fore, [ye] men and brethren, that through this man [this one] is preached unto you 

39 the forgiveness of sins: *And by [that in] him all that believe are [every one that 
believeth is] justified from all things, from which [wherein] ye could not be justified 

40 by [in] the law of Moses. *Beware [See to it] therefore, lest that come upon you, 

41 which is spoken of [said] in the prophets; * Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and 
perish: for I work [do] a work in your days, a work which 19 ye shall in no wise [ye 
could not] believe, though a man [if any one should] declare it unto you. 



l Ver. 15. iTif. before «m, is omitted In the text. rec. in accordance with D (corrected). X. G. H., bnt ia found In A. B. 

C. D (orig.).. Cod. 8in., Syr., Vnlg. It is dropped by Alf., but adopted by Lach. Tisch. and Born.—Meyer, who receives it, 
remarks that it could easily have been omitted, as it occurs between two words each of which begins with K.—Tr.] 

* Ver. 17. too Aoow tovtov, without ’I<rpai)A, Is probably the original reading. [‘I<rpai)A is introduced in the text. rec. In 
accordance with A. B. C. I). Vnlg., and occjirs also in Cod. Sin.; it is adopted by Lach. and Born., but is omitted in B. G. H. 
and by Tisch. and Alf. De Wette regards it as an ancient gloss.—T r.] 

• Ver. 18. [a. The margin of the Bug^l. Bible presents the following critical note on the words in the text: “suffered 
be ”“ Or. irpowo^dpvew, perhaps for tTpo4>o^6p*aty, bore, or, fed then t, as a nurse beareth or feedeth her child; Dent. I. 
81, according to the LXX.; and so Chryloetom.” (Wiclif, Tyud., Cr&nmer, and Geneva exhibit: “suffered he their man¬ 
ners.”—T ilJ 

b. The authorities are decidedly in favor of Jrpo+o+. rather than of the reading of text, rec., which is Jrpo«ro4; the 
former to also supported by Deut. 1. 31, which passage the apostle no doubt had in view, and in which, according to the 
probable reading, the LXX. also had crpo^o^. [In Bent. I. 31, the reading of Cod. Alex., and edit. Aldina of 1518, is 
trpo^oA; that of the Compl. Polygl. of 1517, with Origen, is rrporo^. The MSS. vary .r—In Acts xiii. 18, A. C (orig.). B. 
8yr. read drpoAe^., frhicU is adopted by Lach. Scholz, and Alf., while B (e sih., C (corrected). D. G. H. Cod. Sin. Vulg. 
(sloses suMtinuit) read rrpos-od., and so Tisch. and Born.—“ 'Erpo^oA- *• wr rpoifoc efiaoreurw (2 Msec. vit. 27, where the 
word refers to a mother). The authorities - - and also the sense, which corresponds to the Hebrew (in Deut. i. 81), decide 
ta favor of frpoAoA-” (de Wette).—Meyer remarks that, as the image in Deut. is taken from a man (“ as a man ”), the word 
is derived from o (not v) rpo$dc (comp. 1 Thes. ii. 7), and that erroneous views subsequently led to the adoption of another 
word, by changing a single letter, as if from rpowoc.—T r.] 

« Yer. 1®. [The text. rec. reads KaTtKki\po66n)<jtv, on the authority of many minuscules, but sarcjcAiipordp.iprci' Is found 
in A. B. C. D. E G. H. Cod. Sin. and many minuscules, and has accordingly been generally adopted by recent editors. 
Both words i 
the correct n_ 

(». e_ to bestow an inheritance) in the LXX. in Numb, xxxiv. 18, Deut. iii. 28.—Tr.] 

• Ver. 23. nyny** [adopted by Lach. Tisch. and Alf.] is far better supported [bv A. B. E. G. H. Cod. Sin. Vulg.] than 
ryvtp* [of text, rec.], which is found in but few MSS. [C. D.], and seemed [to copyists] to be an easier and more appropriate 
reading. 

* Ver. 26. Recent critics have, on account of the greater weight of evidence, preferred wcwrdAa to the simple 
and more usual form ixetrrdAif, of the text. rec. [The former, in A. B.C. D. Cod Sin.: the latter in B. G. H.—Tr.] 

t Ver. 31. rvr [after omWc] is wanting, it is true, in the greater number of the uncial MSS. [B (e ail). B. G. H M and Is 
dropped by text, rec.], but seems to have been omitted simply because the apostles had long before been witnesses, and had 
not now only become such. It is to be retained as genuine. [Found in A. C. and Cod. Sin., Syr. Vulg. (tuque nunc), and 
iaserted by Lach. Tisch. and Alf.—T r.] 

* Ver. 33. a. Many copyists did not understand avrwr [after tAcvocv], and hence changed the second word to ymwv. 
omitting avrwr altogether. Both are genuine. [A. B. C (orig.). D. and Cod. 8in. Vnlg. read aimply i)pwr, and so Lach.; 0 
(second correction). B. G. H. read avrwr fair ; the latter is adopted by Alf.— Tr.] 

• Ver. 33. b. Griesbach, Lachmann and Tfschendorf, have very properly preferred srpwrw [to fevrfpy of text, rtcj 
Mob also reads bevriptf, on the authority of A. B. C. B. G. H. Cod. Sin. Vulg. (secuiufo)]. Upwry is supported by Cod. 

D. , but principally by church fathers, such as Origen, Hilary, and others (some of whom expressly speak of this singular 
mode of stating the number of the Psalm. [Alf. who also adopts srpwry, regards, with Meyer and others, the reading af 
tbs text. rec. as an alteration to suit the ordinary arrangement of the Psalms. Bengel, Kuinoel, and others, suppose that 
both numeral words are later additions, and that the reading was simply tfroAj*?, end this view is supported by the differ¬ 
ent position of Arvrlpy in different manuscripts.—“ Bven admitting it (vowrtf) to be the true text, it to not a lapse of mem¬ 
ory, but a relic of the old opinion that the first Psalm to a preface to tne whole collection.” (Alex.). The present first 
and second Psalms are still found written together in some manuscripts, as if the two constituted the first Psalm. 
(Meyer.)—T r.] 

*> Ver. 34. (The English version tarnishes the following critical note in the margin:—“ Mercies: Gr. rd o<nt, holy, or, 
just things ; which word the LXX. both in the place of Isaiah lv. 3, and in many others, use for that which to in the He¬ 
brew, mercies.” —“ rd Soul is the LXX. rendering of npn , Is&i. lv. 3, which in 2 Chron. vi. 42 (and in Ps. lxxxix. 2, 
'mercy*, ver. 49, *loving-kindn o ases,’ Ps. evil. 43 'loving-kindness*,), they have translated rd 4A4iy. The word holy 
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should have been pres er ved In the Engl, version, as answering to rbr oat Aw nv below (ver. 8ft): * the mercies of David, 
holy and sure,' or, *•>•/ holy promise* which I made sure unto David,* n (Alt).—(Geneva: holy mercies; Stalins: holy 
things. —Tr.] 

u Ver. 36. [The margin of the Engl. Bible here offers the following:—“After he-of God; or, after he had in his 

own age served the will of God.” - M yerey - 0ovA> admits of a twofold translation ; yiwf may depend on vtyfrf 

war: having served his own generation (been useful to it), according to the purpose of God (dative of norm or rule). Oar 
English translators, Galvin, Doddridge, Robinson, and others (Alex.), adopt this construction. Olshansen, Kuiaoel, do 
Wette, Meyer, and others, refer 0ovA» to the participle: having in his own generation (dative of time), or/or ft (dat. 
comm.) served the purpose, plan of God, i. e., as an instrument for the execution of his designs; comp. ver. 22. Tertf, if 
connected with the participie, secures to it a personal ot^ect, and in that way forms a much easier expression than 0ewAg 
with the participle.” (Hackett).—“ Uif ycrtf, casus sextos, construeodos cum inrvp*r»oas,jpo*tquam sua generations min- 
istraviL Davidis partes non extendunt se ultra modalum mtatis vulgaris, 2 8am. vii. 12. Hole brevi tempori opponitur 
perpetultas Meade, c. viil. 83.” (Bengel)^—(Tynd. and Cranmer: ts hie time.) —Tx.1 

*» Ver. 41. spyor o [before ov as] is to be preferred, on account of numerous authorities, to the reading $ [of teaeLrec.] 
which Is found In no uncial MS. [but in many minuscules], and this second iyyr [inserted in the least, roe.] should be retain¬ 
ed. [The second apyor is omitted m D. R. G. 8yr n some mthers and versions, bat is inserted in A. B. C. The reading ft is 
sustained by A. B. C. D. B. Cod. Sin. reads apyoe ft, and this lection is adopted by Loch. Tisch. and Alt—In Hab. i. ft, 
the reading of the 8ept. is ft without ipyor, which Is another r e as on, as Meyer thinks, on account of which the latter word 
was omitted by some copyists.—Ta.J 


, EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 18. Paul and Barnabas continued their 
journey by sea: after leaving Paphos, they pro¬ 
ceeded, in a north-westerly direction, to Ptun- 
phylia, a province of Asia Minor extending 
along the shores of the Mediterranean, and then 
visited Perga* This city lay on the river Cestus, 
about seven miles above its mouth. It appears 
'that at this point John (Mark) withdrew from 
them, for the purpose of returning to Jerusalem. 
The language employed in eh. xv. 87-89, indi¬ 
cates that this separation did not ocour altogether 
in a pacific manner, but was occasioned by a 
motive whioh was reprehensible in a moral point 
of view: even afterwards, Paul continued to be 
dissatisfied with Mark on account of it, inso¬ 
much that Baniabas himself, who was a relative 
of the latter (Col iv. 10), was induced to sepa¬ 
rate from PauL It is not now possible to ex¬ 
plain the nature of the difficulty. Baumgarten 
assumes that Mark had been incapable of sub¬ 
mitting to the self-denial which was needed in 
the work of establishing an independent congre¬ 
gation consisting of those who had originally 
been pagans, and had, on that account, returned 
to Jerusalem. But the cause of the difficulty 
may as easily be traced to a certain want of 
firmness of character, in consequence of which 
Mark was not willing to submit any longer to 
the privations and labors which were connected 
with that missionary journey. [“Mark was 
afterwards not unwilling to accompany the Apos¬ 
tles on a second missionary journey, and actually 
did accompany Barnabas again to Cyprus (xv. 
89). Nor did St Paul always retain his unfa¬ 
vorable judgment of him. but long afterwards, 
in his Roman imprisonment, commended him to 
the Colossians, as one who was * a fellow-worker 
unto the kingdom of God, 1 and ‘a comfort’ to 
himself (Col iv. 10): and, in his latest letter, 
just before his death, he speaks of him again as 
one * profitable to him for the ministry* (2 Tim. 
iv. 11).’* (Com. amd H.: Life, etc. of Sl Paul, L 
174.)—Tn.J.—The phrase ©i irepl Davlov, dis¬ 
tinctly exhibits Paul, according to its classic 
usage, as the principal person, the central point 
and soul of the company. 

Via. 14, 16. a. Bat when they, etc.—Paul 
and Barnabas proceeded alone to the interior of 
the oountry, on leaving Perga, and came to the 
populous oity of Antiooh, about one hundred 
and fifteen miles distant from the former, in a 


northerly direction. It was situated in the cen¬ 
tral region of Asia Minor, and, according as 
dynastic races and their respective territories 
underwent changes, belonged, at one time to 
Phrygia, at another, to Pamphylia, and, again, 
to Pisidia. The designation here employed, ’Avr. 
rye II undne, assumes, in 8trabo (XII. 12), the 
form: * Avr. $ irpbg ry YLtmd 'ujL. Luke describes with 
great fulness the labors and experiences of the 
missionaries in this city. 

b . Went into the synagogue on the sab¬ 
bath day. —Here, too, as in the bland of Cy¬ 
prus, they met with many Israelites, who also pos¬ 
sessed a synagogue in the city. Paul and Barna¬ 
bas visited it on the sabbath, and lbtened to the 
customary reading of a section of the Torah or 
Law (Paraschah), and of one of the Prophets 
(Haphtarah); they were then requested by the 

rulers of the synagogue (the HDJDJl tPKT. 

together with the elders, as assessors) to speak, 
in case that they had a discourse or exhortation 
in their mind (ev vpdv). Wetstein and Kuinoel 
suppose that the two men were requested to 
speak, in consequence of having taken their 
places on the seat occupied by the rabbins 
(cxddurav). But thb latter word certainly does 
not involve such a sense; it simply implies that 
they seated themselves in order to listen. As 
this inoident, however, scarcely occurred as 
early as the first day of their abode in the city, 
it b probable that they had previously shown 
themselves, in many private conversations, to be 
men who were well acquainted with religious 
truth, and learned in the Scriptures, and that 
the request was addressed to them in consequence 
of thb fact.—As the words infxjtrtv, bpo+ofipycev, 
KarzOjfpovbpapyev, which are employed by .Paul in 
his discourse, seldom occur in the Bible (the first 
in Isai. ch. 1, the second and third in Dent ch. 
1.), Bengel has, by an ingenious combination, 
drawn the inference, that, on the sabbath in 
question, precisely these two chapters, which, 
even now constitute the Paraschah and the Haph¬ 
tarah of the same sabbath, were read in the 
synagogue, that is, in the Greek version (XXX.], 
and that Paul had taken these two sections as 
the foundation of hb discourse. The analogy, 
however, between the two chapters and the dis¬ 
course of Paul, b too slight to authorise any con¬ 
clusion founded on those few words. [The 
modern Parasohioth and Haphtaroth are of a 
later date, so that the conjecture of Bengel, to 
which Kuinoel and Baumgarten assent, b not 
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well supported. See Zunz: Gotteed. Vortr. d. 
Jude*, p. 6; Hupfeld: Stud. u. KriU 1887. p. 
848. (Meyer, and de Wette).—T r.] 

Vbr. 16, 17. Then Paul stood np. —He 
commenced to speak, after making a gesture in¬ 
dicating his wish to be heard in silence, and ad¬ 
dressed partly the Israelites themselves, and, 
partly, the numerous proselytes who were also 
present ver. 42, 48. In ver. 26, he again ad- I 
dresses, in addition to the descendants of Abra¬ 
ham, the proselytes before him, that is, Gentiles 
or pagans who were not yet incorporated by cir¬ 
cumcision with the people of Israel, but who had 
acquired a knowledge of the true God, and 
learned to worship Him, in common with the 
Jews.—After a brief but significant review of the 
history of Israel, from the age of the patriarchs 
to that of David, the discourse refers to the his¬ 
tory of Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine of the 
forgiveness of sins through Him. The words: 

6 Me too Xaov roirrov, referring directly to the 
Israelites who were present, are very distinctly 
addressed to such hearers as were not Jews by 
birth. But the main theme is obviously the fol¬ 
lowing:— God ehoee the founders of the nation 
(Abraham, etc.)—the nation is indebted for the 
position which it held, not to itself, but to God’s 
free election (to be his peculiar people). [“The 
leading thought of this introduction of the ad¬ 
dress (ver. 17-22), is not the free grace of God 
(Lechler), which, in that case, would have been 
prominently mentioned, but, in general, the di¬ 
vine Messianic guidance of the people, previously 
to the actual appearance of the Messiah.” 
Miter: Com. who refers, not to this passage, 
but to one in an earlier work, viz., Lechler’s 
Apoet. u. Nachap. Zeital. 2d. ed. p. 160. n.—T r.]. 
80 , too, the exaltation of the people during their 
sojourn in Egypt (tnffuoe), that is, their increase, 
until they became a numerous and powerful peo¬ 
ple, and also their deliverance from Egypt with 
a high arm, (that is, accomplished by an irre¬ 
sistible, miraculous power,) were operations 
solely and exclusively of Gode grace. It is not 
accurate to interpret bpuoe as also referring to 
the glory gained by the deliveranoe from Egypt 
(Meyer), since this tnfnvv is represented as hav¬ 
ing occurred during the sojourn in that country, 
and is distinguished, in the narrative, from the 
fact that the people were brought out of it. 
[Meyer fully adopts this view in his last edition, 
and now interprets infnvv as referring partly to 
the increase of the numbers of the people, and 
partly to the miraculous works wrought through 
Mooes previously to the Exodus.—T r.] 

Vbr. 18, 19. And about the time of forty 
jeen. —The speaker now assigns a prominent 
position to the truth that the people of Israel 
were indebted to God, and to Him only, both for 
the faithful, cherishing, provident, and protect¬ 
ing care enjoyed during forty years in the wil¬ 
derness (comp. Deut. L 81, “as a man doth bear 
his ion” [see above, note 8 . b. appended to the 
text, Tr.]), and also for the possession of the 
land of Canaan; for it was God who destroyed 
or extirpated the seven nations of Canaan (Deut. 
vii. 1 ). 

Vbr. 20-22. And after that, he gave unto 
them judges, etc.—Paul proceeds to mention 
the ruUre of the people until David, referring, 


throughout the whole statement, to the fact that 
it was God who alike appointed and deposed 
them at his will. After the seizure and division 
of the territory, God gave the people judges dur¬ 
ing a period of about 460 years, until Samuel. The 
number of years whioh Paul here assigns to the 
period of the Judges, is the result of a computa¬ 
tion which cannot be reconciled with 1 Kings vi. 
1 . We are there informed that there was an in¬ 
terval of 480 years between the Exodus, and the 
fourth year of Solomon’s reign, which would 
leave 881 years for the period of the Judges. 
[This latter number is obtained by deducting 
from 480, the sum of the following periods, or 
149 years, namely “40 years in the wilderness, 
25 for the administration of Joshua (Ant. v. 1. 
29, not stated in the Old Test.), 40 for Saul’s 
reign (see ver. 21), 40 for David^s, and 4 under 
Solomon (1 Kings vi. 1).” (Meyer and Hackett). 
—Tr.]. But Paul’s statement very nearly agrees 
with that of Josephus (Ant. viii. 8 . 1), according 
to whom 592 years intervened between the Exo¬ 
dus and the building of the temple, leaving 448 
years for the period of the Judges [by again de¬ 
ducting the 149 years just mentioned; the differ¬ 
ence of 7 years in the two statements of Paul and 
Josephus is readily explained by &e, “about the 
space of.”—T r.]. Comp. Meybr: Com. [where 
the different attempts already made to remove 
the difficulty, are examined and pronounced to 
be unsatisfactory, and the following view is ex¬ 
pressed, to which Hackett assents: “Paul here 
conforms to a certain computation which differs 
entirely from the one recognized in 1 Kings vi. 1, 
but which Josephus also has adopted.”—T r.], 
We are therefore obliged to assume that Paul has, 
in this case, received a chronological system 
which was generally adopted by the learned 
Jews of his day.— [Ka/cei&tv, and from that time. 
“This is the only passage in the N. T. in which 
tKtl refers to time, but even here time is viewed 
as an extension of space.” (Meyer).—T r.]. And 
from that time, i. flrom the time of Samuel the 
Judge, the Israelites asked for a king, and it was 
God who gave them Saul as their king, for 40 
years. The words krrj reooap&K. plainly state the 
duration of the reign of Saul, and not of that of 
Samuel and Saul coigoined (Beza, Bengel, and 
others). The length of the reign of Saul is no¬ 
where specified in the Old Testament; Josephus 
(Ant. vi. 14. 9) assigns to it 18 years during 
Samuel’s lifetime, ana 22 additional years after 
the death of the latter, and we have thus another 
evidence that Paul follows in his chronological 
statements an extra-biblioal tradition.—When he 
refers to the rejection of Saul and the elevation 
of David to the throne, he employs expressions 
(ver. 22 ) which give prominence specially to the 
uncontrolled and free action of God: yeraarijoae, 
he eet him aside. This term does not refer to the 
death of Saul (Meyer), but to his deposition by 
the sentenoe of God. The circumstance that his 
reign actually continued even afterwards, until 
40 years were completed (ver. 21), is not here 
taken into consideration.—The pronoun £ de¬ 
pends, without doubt, on fiaprvpfoae, and not on 
elite. —When Paul adduces the divine declaration, 
he transmutes and fuses together certain words 
which Samuel had addressed to Saul (1 Sam. xiii. 
14), and others whioh had been pronounoed in 
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reference to David (Ps. lxxxix. 20), and the whole 
appears as a single address of God directed to 
David. It is the main object of this testimony 
to show that the sentiments of David were ac¬ 
ceptable to God, and that he would oertainly 
obey the divine commands, whatever their nature 
might be. [Plural, “ voluntate *, mul- 

tas» pro negotiorum varietate.” (Bengel).—T r.] 
Via. 28-25. Of this man’s seed.—After 

J iving this comprehensive view of the history of 
srael, and reaching the age of David, Paul 
speaks of Christ, as the descendant of David ac¬ 
cording to tbe promise. God brought Jesus as 
a Saviour to the Jews, (#yaye) [in plaoe of the 
reading of the text, tec.; see note 5 above, ap¬ 
pended to the text.—Tm.],like ,Isai.xlviii. 


15. To this ayetv there is a correspondence in 
the term (ver. 24): i) elfodo? airrov, that is, his 
solemn entrance as the as well as in the 

word irpoKftpbooetv , which represents John as a 
herald who goes before, and announces aloud 
Him who is to come, [w pd irpo^6irov f a Hebraism 

(W? , Rob. Lex. p. 854 f., equivalent to before 


(m front of ). —Tr.]. The oonrse (race) which 
John was on thepointof completing (imp. M.fjpav), 
is, precisely, his course or race as a herald has¬ 
tening on in advance.—T iva is not equivalent to 
the relative bvrtva , but is an interrogative pro¬ 
noun, so that elvai must be followed by a note of 
interrogation; the whole of the language of John 
here indicates animation or excited feeling, and 
is, therefore, uttered in short sentences. Owe 
eifil ; the predicate, according to the context 
is—the Messiah, [r/va, as an interrogative , Engl, 
vers., de Wette, Mey., Alf. Alex., Hack.; as a re¬ 
lative, Vulg. Luth. Calv. Grot. Kuin. Bultm. 
Winer (Gram. J 25) says that the former punc¬ 
tuation is admissible, but that the latter (r/va 
for bvrtva) cannot be rejected as inaccurate.— 
Tr.J 

Ver. 26-81. Men and brethren. —Here 
Paul makes a still more direct appeal to his 
hearers, and offers to them the grace of God in 
Jesus Christ; he explains, at the same time, and 
establishes the truth that salvation is to be 
sought by them in and through Christ, the Cru¬ 
cified and Risen One. He begins again, as it 
were, and addresses his Israelitic hearers in 
terms still more affectionate (“brethren”) than 
those which he had at first employed, ver. 16; 
the word of this salvation—he says,—is sent spe¬ 
cially to them by God, through the two missiona¬ 
ries before them. This direct “application ” is 
subsequently repeated with increased earnest¬ 
ness, ver. 82, 88, 40 ff. Paul primarily unfolds 
the nature of the Myog rffc owTTjp'iag rairrrft, by ad¬ 
ducing the following considerations, ver. 27-29: 
—The inhabitants of Jerusalem condemned, cru¬ 
cified, and buried Jesus, whom they did not re¬ 
cognize, although, at the same time, the prophe¬ 
cies were thus fulfilled. He proceeds to say, ver. 
80 ff.:—God, however, raised him from the dead, 
and his disciples saw him after his resurrection. 
Meyer refers ydp, ver. 27, to a supposed distinc¬ 
tion made between Paul’s present hearers (vplv , 
ver. 26) and the inhabitants and rulers in Jeru¬ 
salem, as if the sense of the apostle's words were 


the following:—The latter rejected the Saviour, 
and therefore the message of salvation is sent, 
not to them, but, in their stead, to foreign Jews 
—to the Jews of the dispersion (diaspora), such 
as ye are. Now it is certain that Paul cannot 
have intended to say that the message of salva¬ 
tion should now be withheld from the Jews dwell¬ 
ing in Jerusalem, and yet, such a thought would 
essentially oonstitute the distinction which Meyer 
represents as being here made. There is un¬ 
doubtedly a distinction here assumed as existing 
between the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the 
Antiochian hearers of Paul, but it consists simply 
in the circumstance that the former alone, and 
not the latter, had personally oontribnted their 
share to the sufferings of Jesus; the apostle by 
no means intends to assert that salvation would 
be offered solely to his hearers, and no longer to 
the people of Jerusalem. Tap refers, on the con¬ 
trary, principally to 6 Hxyog rife ear. r., which is 
in the process of being explained; it is, hence, 
not causal, but explicative [not: “ to you, for it 
(the word of this salvation) is no longer sent 
to them,” but, “it is now sent to you with 
reason, for the sufferings, death and resur¬ 
rection, being a fulfilment of the prophecies, 
demonstrate that he is indeed the true and long- 
expected Messiah.—T r.]. The people of Jeru¬ 
salem and their rulers—Paul continues—did not 
recognize Jesus, and therefore also (jcai) pro¬ 
nounced sentence on him, by which course they 
fulfilled, in opposition to their own intentions, 
the voices of the prophets, although these are 
read to them on every Sabbath. [Both the 
Engl, and the German (Luther’s) vers, interpret 
ver. 27, as being governed, like rorrov, by 
a yvofaavrec, and Calv. Grot. Kuin. Alex. Hack, 
concur. Lechler, in his translation above, re¬ 
gards $uva$ as governed by brMjpuoav, and this 
is also the opinion of Bexa, de Wette and Meyer. 
Alford, who concurs with the latter, accordingly 
translates: “m their ignorance of Him (not only 
rejected His salvation, but) by fudging Utm. ful¬ 
filled the voices of the prophet* , etc.”—T r.}.—T he 
word cvpdvres, ver. 28, implies that they had 
made every effort, but had failed to find a cause 
worthy of death in him. In ver. 29, the sot 
of removing the body from the cross, and that of 
depositing it in the grave, are both ascribed to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem and their rulers. 
Although these acts were not, like the condem¬ 
nation, etc., those of enemies, but rather those of 
friends of Jesus, the language is, nevertheless, 
appropriate, sinoe both Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus belonged to the order of the ipxorrtf, 
and the latter, moreover, was an inhabitant of 
Jerusalem. [Mark xv. 48; John iii. 1}.—Paul 
contrasts, in ver. 80, the acts of God with those 
of men; He raised Jesus from the dead, whereof 
the disciples who came from Galilee, ver. 81, and 
who saw the Lord after his resurrection, were 
eye-witnesses. By employing this language, 
Paul unequivocally excludes himself and Barna¬ 
bas from the number of the original disciples sad 
eye-witnesses. 

Ver. 82-87. And we declare unto yon, 
etc.—The apostle furnishes the proof in these 
verses that the promises made to David, were 
fulfilled when Jesus appeared on earth, and when 
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he rose from the grave. The words evay- 
yO.t&fuda distinguish the two missionaries 
from p&QTvfpes avrov 9 and assign them, not to the 
class of eye-witnesses, but to that of Evangelists. 
The words avaorfjGaq 'lijoovv are interpreted by 
de Wette, Meyer, Baumgarten [Schott, Stier, 
Heogstenberg, Tholuck, Lange, Hackett, etc.— 
Tx.], after the example of Luther and other 
earlier interpreters, as referring to the resur¬ 
rection. They are in error, for the context 
shows that these verses, (ver. 82 if.), are by no 
means to be restricted to the resurrection of Je¬ 
ans, but exhibit both the mission of Christ in 
general and also his resurrection in the light of 
a promise and its fulfillment [avaorfjaas, accord¬ 
ing to this view, being equivalent to D*piT pro- 

dire jubens. exhibens ,comp. iii. 22; vii. 87. (Meyer), 
—Tx.]. Further, although the same word [parti¬ 
ciple, and verb] occurs both in ver. 88 and ver. 84, 
its meaning in the latter, as its connection with Si 
shows, is not identically the same as in the for¬ 
mer Terse. *Api<rnjoev-—bc venitiv, in ver. 84, un¬ 
deniably indicates the resurrection, whereas 
■amargoae, in ver. 83, without this addition, might 
possibly be understood of the resurrection, but 
can, when the context is consulted, mean only 
prmentem exkibere. This explanation has very 
justly been preferred by Calvin, Beza, Qrotius, 
[Calovius] and also Bengel (to whom Meyer now f 
8d edition, assigns his true position), and, among 
more recent commentators, by Kuinoel, Olshau- 
sen, Hoffmann, [Heinrichs, Alexander (“incar¬ 
nation ”), etc. Alford, who adopts the former, 
says: “The meaning * having raised him from the 
dead' is absolutely required by the context: both 
because the word is repeated with c#c vtKpuv , 
(rer. 34), and because the apostle’s emphasis 
throughout the passage is on the Resurrection 
(▼er. 80) as the final fulfilment (iiareirtypuKcv) of 
God's promises regarding Jesus." — Tr.1. The 
passage in Ps. ii. 7, if., whioh speaks of the theo¬ 
cratic Euler, whom God has mode his Son, is 
here explained as referring to the Sonship of 
Jesus, as the perfect King; and only in this way 
is that declaration of God fulfilled. It also 
teems more natural to take this view, than to 
suppose that the resurrection of Jesus is meant. 
It is now only (ver. 84-87,) that Paul proceeds to 
•peak of the promises of God which were fulfilled 
in the resurrection of Jesus, by virtue of which the 
whole power of death and corruption ceases forever 
in his case. He appeals to two prophecies: (a) 
IsaL lv. 8, where he quotes from the Alexan¬ 
drian [LXX.] version; here he presents rd 

hoia A. as the translation of TIT *TDn . [See 

crit. note 10, appended to the text, above.—T r.]. 
The sense is the following:—God has promised 
sure, or trustworthy holy things of David, that 
is, gracious gifts of permanent value; that im¬ 
mortality, on which this perpetuity of grace de¬ 
pends, as its essential condition, is the resurrec¬ 
tion-life of Christ.—(5)Ver. 85; see Ps. xvi. 10, 
where David in his prayer, triumphantly ex¬ 
presses the hope which his experience inspired. 
Atyu, rer. 85, may easily be referred to David, 
who had just been named, but cannot possibly 
refer to God (Meyer) for it is to Him that this 
•application, which expresses so much confidence, 


is addressed. As an evidence that this prophecy 
was fulfilled solely in Jesus, Paul reminds his 
hearers of the fact that David had died, after 
having, during his own age, been obedient to the 
counsel of God, comp. ver. 22. —Tg iStg yeveg [see 
crit. note 11, appended to the text, above.— Tr.] 
cannot, with Meyer, be taken as Dot. comm., 
since a dative, #. [3ov%g, already presents itself; 
neither is it by any means feeble and superfluous 
[terms employed by Meyer.— Tr.], if the follow¬ 
ing be assumed as the sense:—David was not 
appointed to be an eternal servant of God; he 
was required to serve God only m his own day % as 
he also did, with uprightness of heart.—David’s 
death is described as a falling asleep, in conse¬ 
quence of whioh he was laid unto his fathers, 
and his body was subjected to decay. But He, 
on the contrary, whom God raised from death, 
ver. 87, was not subjected to decay. These 
statements, ver. 34-87, forcibly remind us of Pe¬ 
ter’s course of argument in ch. ii. 24-81, where 
the same words of the Psalm are exhibited as a 
prophecy of the resurrection of Jesus. The 
only difference which is found, is occasioned by 
the fact that, in the two cases, the points of view 
were different. Peter designs to demonstrate 
that, on account of the prophecy, Jesus could not 
have been “holden”of death, or, in other words, 
that Jesus must have (necessarily) risen from the 
grave. But Paul shows that the promises of God 
were really fulfilled in Jesus, and especially the 
promise which referred to life and to the abiding 
grace of God. [“ That one discourse is not com¬ 
piled or copied from the other, is sufficiently ap¬ 
parent from the difference of form, Paul quoting 
a single verse, and that only in part, of the four 
which Peter had made use of, and connecting 
that one with a passage in Isaiah, not alluded to 
by Peter, while he passes by the latter’s kindred 
argument derived from Ps. cx. All this goes to 
show the independence of the two Apostles and 
their two discourses, but at the same time their 
exact agreement in the exposition of a Messianic 
prophecy.” (Alexander).— Tr.] 

Vxr. 88-41, a. Be it known unto you 
therefore. —Paul now draws the inference which 
the foregoing statements furnish, and applies the 
whole subject to his hearers in a very earnest 
and impressive manner. He announces to them 
that forgiveness of sins is offered in Christ, the 
Crucified and Risen One {dfeote dp. Sid rovrov); 
“every one,” he adds, “that, believeth is justi¬ 
fied (and absolved) in Him (Christ [cv rofoy]), 
from all that, from which ye could not be justi¬ 
fied (and absolved) in the Mosaic law;” see be¬ 
low, Doctr. etc. No. 4.—The hearers are, lastly, 
warned, and urged to be on their guard lest the 
prophetic threatening of God come upon them, 
namely, an amazing and annihilating humilia¬ 
tion ; for they would see a work of God, the ti¬ 
dings of which, (without the personal knowledge 
and experience of it) would have been deemed 
incredible. CEv role irpof. i. e., in the Book of 
the prophets). The quotation (Habak. i. 5) is 

from the LXX. [In plaoe of of the 

present Hebrew text, “ among the heathen,” the 
Seventy probably read Q^Tjjj, 44 treacherous 
dealers,” Rob. Lex. p. Ill, as they render the 
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word by mrafpovrfrai, which Paul accordingly 
employs, (de Wette; Meyer).—Tn.] 
b. This discourse, the first of any extent which 
the apostle Paul delivered and Luke has pre¬ 
served. has been the subject of very unfavorable 
critical remarks. It has, for instance, been said 
that its characteristic features are not those 
which might be expected in an original Pauline 
discourse, but that it is rather a mere echo of 
those of Stephen and Peter: and, again, that it 
is merely a production of the author of the book 
before us (Schxbckenburoeb, Zweck d. Apgsch. 
p. 180; Baur: Paulus , p. 101.). Some writers, 
who could not perceive the object of the histor¬ 
ical portion of the discourse, especially ver. 17- 
22, have coiyectured either that Paul merely de¬ 
sired to exhibit his knowledge of the Old Testa- 
tament (Eoos: Abh. verm. Ink. 1804, p. 421), or 
that this portion was intended to attract the atten¬ 
tion, and gain the confidence of the hearers 
(Neander); it has even been asserted that the 
whole was an unmeaning enumeration of Jewish 
historical records (Schradbr: Paulus. V. 646). 
But it is very obviously Paul’s purpose, in that 
historical portion, to exhibit the free grace of God, 
and His unmerited election, by which Israel was 
made His people, and David His servant and a 
king,.ms contradistinguished from the rejection of 
those who resisted His wilL Further, the lan¬ 
guage employed by Paul respecting Jesus, bears 
a peculiar impress, in so far as he connects every 
circumstance with David. Thus, his review of 
the Old Testament history is continued to the age 
of David; Christ is introduced as a descendant 
of David; king David is represented as a highly 
significant type, all the promises connected with 
him having been fulfilled when Christ appeared. 
The doctrinal intimation, moreover, respecting 
the justification in Christ of those who believe 
in Him, as distinguished from the insufficiency of 
the Law, bears the genuine Pauline impress, and 
nothing that is analogous to it occurs in* any of 
the previous discourses. And, lastly, when this 
address is compared with the Epistles of the same 
apostle, it should not be forgotten that the former 
is a missionary address, not intended to be a pro¬ 
found discussion suited in form and matter to 
persons who were already converted. When all 
these circumstances are duly considered, we 
can discover no reason for doubting the genuine¬ 
ness and historical originality of this discourse. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1 . The election of the patriarchs, the elevation 
of their descendants to the rank of the people of 
God, the deliverance of the latter from Egyptian 
bondage, and their establishment in Canaan, as 
the land of their possession, the appointment of 
judges and kings of the people—were all acts of 
God alone, depending solely on his uncontrolled 
purpose and election of grace [llom. xi. 6], and 
not on human merit or cooperation. Indeed, the 
original introduction or foundation of such hon¬ 
ors and dignities, depends entirely on the course 
taken by the divine action. The first sketch of 
the doctrine of God’s free election of grace (after¬ 
wards more fully developed and established by 
the apostle Paul), is presented in this place, and, 


indeed, chiefly in reference to the Israelites who 
were among the apostle’s hearers. Human pride 
and vain conceptions of merit produce a disposi¬ 
tion to advance claims, which, in reference to 
God, are altogether unfounded and false, and 
which unfit the soul for the acceptance of grace. 
The Mosaio law, with its promises and its threat¬ 
ening, viewed as an economy of retribution, 
could easily produce such sentiments. And there 
is, indeed, in every human heart, a certain ten¬ 
dency to advance such daims on God. But the 
grace of God in Christ requires a different soil, 
if it is to thrive and bear the fruits of righteous¬ 
ness unto the praise of God. The soil in which 
the grace of redemption can take root and bear 
fruit, is humility. Such views now guide the 
apostle, whose own self-righteousness had been 
crushed by the Redeemer, and who was then 
first guided by the light of grace, and enabled to 
understand God’s election of grace in the old 
economy. In novo Testamento vetus patet. “In 
thy light shall we see light.” Ps. xxxvL 9. 

2. While God’s election of grace is thus recog¬ 
nised as unconditional, and as the foundation of 
all that is great and good, the freedom of the will 
and man’s personal accountability are by no 
means denied. Saul was not rejected and set 
aside (/wrmm&aac, ver. 22) by any divine caprice, 
after having been actually placed on the throne, 
but simply on account of his disobedience, as it 
distinctly appears from 1 Sam. xiii. 14, (which 
passage Paul, by a change of form, connects with 
David). And David himself is described, first, 
as a man after God’s heart, and then, as one who 
fulfilled His will, ver. 22. These two expressions 
are not identical: first of all, let the tree be good, 
and then the fruit will be good: let the state of the 
heart and its sentiments be sound, and good 
deeds, performed in the obedience of faith, will 
follow. Hence the apostle appeals, in his dis¬ 
course, with ardent and winning love, to the 
hearts of his hearers (ver. 16, 26, 82 ff.), in or¬ 
der to guide their will to an obedient reception 
of the word, and to sincere repentance, ver. 40 ff. 

8 . The more we accustom ourselves to consider 
the history of revelation in its internal connec¬ 
tion, and as a whole , the more distinctly will 
Christ appear to us as the central point of all 
revelation; and the more fully the heart learns 
to know Jesus as a Saviour, the more clearly will 
we understand sacred history and its internal 
connection. 

4. Justification by faith in Christ. A proposi¬ 
tion is, first of all, introduced in ver. 88 ff., which 
is not as peculiarly and exclusively Pauline in 
its character, as many others, viz.: * The forgive¬ 
ness of sins through Christ is announced to you.’ 
The dpapuCtv had been previously pro¬ 

mised by Peter also, to those who repented and 
received baptism (ch. ii. 88; iii. 19.). It is only 
the immediate and close connection of the for¬ 
giveness of sins with the Person of Jesus Christ, 
as the medium of forgiveness, that is prominently 
set forth in the Pauline discourse, in a different 
manner from that which Peter adopts. But as 
it is at present the apostle’s purpose merely to 
bear witness in general to the fact, without en¬ 
tering into a full and complete discussion of the 
doctrine, the mode and the means (Std rot-rot?) by 
which Christ became the organ and mediator of 
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the forgiveness of sins, are not explained. The 
most obvious thought is, that His resurrection is 
the essential fact on which that mediation de¬ 
pends, since that fact had been specially con¬ 
sidered in the verses which immediately precede. 
There is, at least, no other and more distinct re¬ 
ference made here to the death of Jesus on the 
cross, as the foundation of the atonement and 
the remission of sins. Still, we have no reason 
to assume that this discourse represents the re¬ 
surrection exclusively, and not also the death of 
Christ on the cross, as the main ground on which 
forgiveness through Him depends.—But, on the 
other hand, all that now follows: koX airb ndvruv 
—duuuovrcu, is, as was intimated above (Exeg. 
etc. ver. 38-41. a.), decidedly new, both in thought 
and in expression. The words contain a nega¬ 
tive and a positive declaration; the negative is: 
the law is insufficient with respect to our justi¬ 
fication; the positive: in Christ, every one that 
believeth is justified. In both declarations the 
main conception involved in the predicate is ex¬ 
pressed by the one word ducawdriwu. This word 
necessarily must (on account of its connection 
with the proposition that precedes, viz.: did robrov 
tyeoiC Aftaprutv, as well as on account of the words 
avd xdvTuv), refer both to a deliverance from 
sins, and to a release from guilt and punishment; 
it includes, however, also, in accordance with its 
root (Suuuos), the idea of integrity, or, of accept¬ 
ableness in the sight of God. All men need for¬ 
giveness, the blotting out of sins, a release from 
pilt and punishment; the Israelite seeks these 
in the law of Moses; the apostle offers these in 
Christ But he says, in one part of the state¬ 
ment, that these were ig vain sought in the Mo¬ 
saic law—it is impossible (ovn rjdwff^rjre) to obtain 
forgiveness and justification in the law .—'Avrb 
rdvrw vv [uv for uv, Win. Gram. { 50. 7.] 
owe, etc.; these words do not mean (Schweglkr: 
Naehap. Zeitalt. II. 96 f.) that forgiveness in 
Christ could be obtained also with respect to those 
ww, as to which justification was not attainable 
in the law, that is to say, that in the law a real, 
although only partial, but in Christ a complete 
justification oould be found. This interpretation 
is not suggested by the context, nor by the Pau¬ 
line doctrine elsewhere, nor, in general, by scrip¬ 
tural truth, all of which set forth the opposite 
view. Paul implies here only in indirect, but 
still in unmistakable terms, that the Mosaio law 
and the observance of it could furnish absolutely 
no means for obtaining in truth and reality the 
forgiveness of sins and justification.—Conse¬ 
quently, the apostle here bears witness to the 
following truths:—1. Justification is not merely 
a negative, but also a positive benefit; 2. Jesus 
Christ is the only mediator of justification; 8. 
Christianity is universal in its design, or, special¬ 
ly, justifying grace in Christ is accessible to all 
in common (wdf inor .); 4. Faith is the sole con¬ 
dition of justification on the part of man (iriorei^ I 
wv); 5. the conflicting opinion is distinctly re¬ 
jected—the law is not able to secure man's justi-. 
Scat ion. All these are truths which became 
clear to the mind of the apostle Paul, in conse- 
quenoe of the peculiar manner in which he was 
guided to the Redeemer; and this is the first oc¬ 
casion on which they are publicly set forth. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 18. And John, departing from them. 
— 14 No man having put his hand to the plough, 
etc." Lu. ix. $2,—The Scriptures do not pass 
over the errors of the saints in silence; it affords 
us consolation to learn that none of them finished 
their course, without making the confession: 
44 My foot slippeth; (but) thy mercy, 0 Lord, 
held me up." Ps. xciv. 18. (Besser). 

Ver. 14. They departed [continued their 
journey J. If any one who labored with us in 
the service of the Lord, should forsake us, we 
should not be discouraged, but continue the 
work. (Quesnel). 

Ver. 15. If ye have any word of exhor¬ 
tation, say on. —When we preach as strangers 
in a congregation, on suitable occasions, we act 
in the spirit of the apostles; we practically bear 
witness to our agreement in doctrine, and we 
encourage the hearers, who desire to hear such 
sermons; the manifold gifts of the Spirit are ex¬ 
hibited to them. But no teacher should intrude 
with his sermons; he should wait for an invita¬ 
tion to deliver them. (Starke).—The apostlbs 
could easily preach ex tempore , for they were 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and their hearts de¬ 
rived life and warmth from the Gospel. (Ap. 
Past.). 

Ver. 16. Then Paul stood up, etc.—This is 
the first discourse delivered by a man of learning, 
which the book of the Acts furnishes. It is a 
model, showing how true grace can sanctify all 
the gifts and powers of nature, as well as all 
knowledge and learning, and employ them in the 
service of Jesus Christ; it teaches us how to pre¬ 
pare sermons that are both profound and also 
edifying, or, rather, that may convince the mind, 
and penetrate the heart. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 17-24. The Ood of thim people - - - 
ohm® our fathers, etc.—The apostle endea¬ 
vors to exhibit the oourse of sacred history in 
such a light, that the undeserved mercy of God, 
the free election of grace, the long-suffering and 
patience of the Lord, even though the Israelites 
were continually disobedient, may deeply move 
the hearts of his hearers. Hence, before he 
speaks of the divine threatenings and punish¬ 
ments, he lays an evangelical foundation, in 
order that the patient love of God may melt their 
hard hearts. (Ap. Past.),—Paul exhibits to the 
Jews the divinely appointed times and seasons 
which prominently appear in the history of their 
fathers. He has a twofold object: he shows, 
first of all, that God acted with undivided autho¬ 
rity, and regulated all things according to His 
own wisdom; he then explains that, after the 
lapse of the appointed years, the period of the 
new covenant had arrived. (Ap. Past.).— After 
that, he gave unto them judges. —Every 
form of government is of God, as well an aristo¬ 
cracy as a monarchy [Rom. xiii. 11. (Starke). 
— And when he had removed [set Saul 
aside].—It is possible that God may choose a 
man for his service, and yet afterwards set hiifi 
aside. It is very sad when a man who had been 
a chosen instrument of God, afterwards, like 
Judas or Demas, again loves this present world. 
(Ap. Past.).—I have found David - - - a 
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man after mine own heart, who shall ful¬ 
fil all my will. —He alone is a man after God’s 
heart, who does His will in all things. (Quesn.). 
—John - - - preached - - - the baptism 
of repentance. —John’s preaching in the wil¬ 
derness was, in its whole character and ten¬ 
dency, a preaching of repentance. He placed the 
people again, as it were, by his peculiar mode of 
action, on the road to Canaan; he showed them 
that they, with their kings and prophets, were 
still in the wilderness, and not yet within the 
bounds of the promised land. The time had now 
arrived, in which they were to be conducted in 
the right way out of the wilderness. (Williger). 

Ver. 25. I am not he. But, behold, 
there cometh one after me, etc.—The pas¬ 
tor’s office requires him to bear witness of Christ, 
to whom alone, and not to himself, he should di¬ 
rect the attention of men. (Starke).—When Paul 
designs to magnify Jesus before the people of 
Israel, he calls their attention away from all the 
distinguished men of former ages, so that they 
may fix their eyes on the Saviour alone. Hence 
he turns away from the patriarchs, from David, 
and from John, and points to Jesus alone. All 
these holy men were only servants of God in 
their respective ages. Jesus is, and oontinues 
eternally to be, the Saviour, to whom alone the 
eyes and hearts of men should be directed. How 
blessed are the labors of a teacher, who rightly 
exercises the gift of exhibiting Jesus alone to the 
souls of his hearers. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 26. Men and brethren - - - and 
whosoever among you feareth God. —The 
pagans who feared God, are specially addressed. 
They, too, belong to the covenant which God 
made with Abraham. (Williger).— The word of 
this salvation. —Receive this word into thy 
heart, that Christ has sent to thee the gospel 
message of salvation, and therein giveth thee re¬ 
demption and the victory over sin, death, the 
grave, corruption, hell, and the devil. When, 
therefore, Paul glorifies the preaching of the 
word concerning Christ, which he here terms the 
word of salvation , he exalts it more highly, than 
if he had described to his hearers all the power, 
the treasures, and the glory on earth or in 
heaven. For what aid could all these afford me, 
if I had not received this word of salvation and 
eternal life t For when I feel the burden of my 
sins, or when I am in danger of death, I am still 
compelled to say: Depart from me, all ye trea¬ 
sures and joys of this world, so that I may hear 
and retftin nothing but this preaching and word 
of salvation which Christ has sent. (Luther). 

Ver. 27-29.—For they that dwell at Je¬ 
rusalem - - - laid him in a sepulchre.— 
Paul well knew that the death of Jesus on the 
cross , was a grievous offence to the Jews. He 
therefore endeavors to obviate their prejudices 
by reminding them, first, that the innocence of 
Jesus was evident, and had been publicly estab¬ 
lished, and, secondly, that all that had been 
written of him, had been fulfilled in his death. 
These two considerations are sufficient to remove 
the whole offence occasioned by the death of 
Jesus. (Ap. Past.).—There is a council of higher 
rank than that to which the rulers in Jerusalem 
belonged, namely, the council of the holy pro¬ 
phets; to the latter the apoBtle appeals, when he 


is obliged to tell his brethren m Antioch that 
Jerusalem had not recognized the Saviour of 
Israel. Thus he covers the shame which Jesus 
suffered, with the shield of the prophetic word. 
Let no one take offence at a Saviour to whom 
Jerusalem could give nothing better than the 
accursed tree, and a grave which the civil au¬ 
thorities sealed. Thus it is written, and thus it 
must needs be. [xvii. 8]. (Besser). 

Ver. 80-87. But God raised him - - - he 
saw no corruption. —Paul preaches not only 
the cross, but also the resurrection of Jesus. The 
two belong together, if we desire to obtain full 
and complete righteousness in Christ [Rom. iv. 
25].—The resurrection is proved by the testi¬ 
mony of the apostles (ver. 81), and the predic¬ 
tions of the prophets (ver. 82). Both are here 
adduced by Paul.—To the former he adds his 
own. What a blessing it is, when our own ex¬ 
perience enables us joyfully to unite with the 
cloud of witnesses of Jesus!—The apostle selects 
three passages, when he designs to prove the 
resurrection from the writings of the prophets. 
The first [Ps. ii. 7 ff.] establishes the truth re¬ 
specting the eternal generation of the Son, and 
his office as the Saviour of the world; the second 
[Isai. lv. 8] declares that the promises of grace 
are inviolable, and shall be fulfilled; and the 
third [Ps. xvi. 10] distinctly sets forth that the 
Messiah shall not do subject to corruption. Thus 
the truth respecting the resurrection of Jesus is. 
demonstrated by the eternal decree of God, by 
the inviolability of his covenantal grace, and by 
an express promise. (Ap. Past.).— After David 
had served his own generation [after he 
had, in his day, served* etc.; see note 11, ap¬ 
pended to the text, above.— Tr.]. —David obeyed, 
the will of God in his own day. It was an evil 
time, and yet this servant of the Lord continued 
to obey the will of God. Our own times, too. are 
controlled by God, and our task is assigned to 
us by Him. Our times may be unfavorable, and 
evil-minded men may surround us: still, the 
great object of our life must ever be the per¬ 
formance of the will of God. (ib.).—When those 
who survive, can declare with truth, after the 
death of an individual, that, although the days of 
his pilgrimage may have been few and evil, he 
had always fulfilled the will of God as far as his 
ability extended, they could not inscribe a more 
honorable epitaph on his tomb-stone, or pay a 
nobler tribute to his memory. (Starke). 

Ver. 88-41. Be it known onto yon, there¬ 
fore - - - though a man should declare it 
unto you. —Paul had thus furnished full ex¬ 
planations ; he now proceeds to make a direct 
and animated application; the two belong to¬ 
gether.—The strict law of Moses was designed 
to awaken and maintain a desire for a Saviour. 
It is, therefore, well, when a pastor, under the 
new covenant, frequently institutes a comparison 
between free grace in Jesus and that ancient 
yoke of bondage [Gal. v. i]. Thus Jesus be¬ 
comes still more precious to the heart—The 
teacher who desires to glorify the exceedingriches 
of the grace of God in Christ Jesus, will very 
diligently show that the blood and merits of 
Jesus are of far greater efficacy than nature, mo¬ 
rality, and Law, since Jesus delivers sinners 
from that uncleanness and that misery which 
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no other means can remove.—To those Jews who 
were attracted by the preaching of Paul, and 
who sought further intercourse with him (ver. 
43), he more fully unfolded the leading theme of 
revealed religion, namely, justification by faith. 
We now possess these explanations in his Epistles, 
which are, in truth, only full statements of the 
doctrine of which he gave merely a general 
sketch towards the close of his first discourse. 
(Besser).—The apostle deems it wise to append 
a legal pondus to his evangelical testimony, so 
that he might, by a stern warning, inspire those 
who despised the grace of Jesus, with a salutary 
fear. The free Gospel of Christ, in its widest 
extent, does not render the law useless. (Ap. 
Past). (Compare the sharp rebuke with wnich 
Stephen's discourse closes, ch. vii. 51 ff.).—Thus 
Paul completes his task; he has demonstrated 
that, to receive Jesus as Christ, as David, as the 
King, and, to be the people of God, are one and 
the same thing. (Williger). 

0.V TUB WHOLE SBCTIOX.— (VeR. 18-25). —“/ 
will make you fishers of mm” [Mt. iv. 19], ver. 
13-15. The apostles, in obedience to this saying, I. 
Cast the net in different places, ver. 13; II. 
Were not discouraged in their labors, even when 
others forsook them, ver. 13; HI. Regarded every 
season as suitable for labor, ver. 14; IV. Found 
every place adapted for it, ver. 14; V. Neglected 
no opportunity which was presented for testifying 
to the grace of God in Christ Jesus, ver. 16 ff. 
(Li9Co). — That every work tqhich is of God, will 
advance , even when individual laborers withdraw 
from it: I. This truth set forth; II. The course 
of conduct which it teaches us to pursue. (Lisco). 
The history of Israel, an encouraging illustration of 
the dealings of divine Providence with the human 
race: I. The dealings of Providence, as manifest¬ 
ed (a) in the history of Israel; (5) in the history 
of the kingdom of God in general. II. The in¬ 
fluence which our assurance that Providence thus 
deals with men, should exercise upon us: (a) to 
convince us that the issue will always be most 
happy; (6) to urge us to perform our part, so 
that the divine plan of salvation may be the more 
completely carried into execution, (ib.).— The 
hours of the clock of the world: I. Slowly advan¬ 
cing, as hours (a) of the eternal God, with whom 
a thousand years are as one day; (5) of the long- 
suffering God, who patiently bore with a perverse 
world, even as he had patience with Israel 
daring forty years in the wilderness. But, II. 
They are also hours that are uninterruptedly ad¬ 
vancing, until the divinely appointed time arrives, 
(«) of the redemption of the world; (5) of the 
judgment of the world. 

(Ver. 26-41.) Jesus Christ , the subject of all the 
prophecies (ver. 26-87): especially, I. As the 
Crucified One; II. As the Risen One. (LiscoJ.— 
Eternal salvation m Christ Jesus alone: I. In Him, 
salvation—the forgiveness of sins; justification by 
faith, ver. 88, 89; 11. Without Him, not salva¬ 
tion, but judgment, ver. 40, 41. (ib.^.— Christ , 
the Saviour of the world: I. Promised in the Old 
Testament, ver. 16-25; II. Rejected by his people, 
ver. 26-29; III. Preached as the Saviour of be¬ 
lievers, ver. 30-4.1. (ib.).— How the goodness of 
God should lead thee to repentance [Rom. ii. 4] : I. 
Consider what the Lord has done for thee. (The 
gracious dealings of the Lord with his chosen 
people, from tlie days of the patriarchs to the 


mission of Christ, ver. xvii. 25; the application 
to the manifestations of God's love to us). II. 
Consider the return which thou hast made to 
God. (Israel's ingratitude, ver. 24-29, and our 
own). III. Accept the jgrace which he still offers 
thee. (There is yet time: the crucified Lord is 
risen. Sin is now no insurmountable obstacle in 
the way of salvation. Even the murderers of 
Christ were unconsciously employed as agents, 
when His redeeming work was performed. But 
delay not! Unbelief will ultimately be judged 
and condemned!), (ib.).—7V> you is the word of 
this salvation sent (ver. 26)! It urges you, I. To 
consider devoutly the wonderful ways of God, 
when he prepared this salvation, ver. 17-26: II. 
To receive with faith this salvation in Jesus 
Christ, the Crucified and Risen One, ver. 27-39; 
III. To guard conscientiously against that spirit 
of ingratitude which rejects the grace of God, 
ver. 40, 41, 

(Vrr. 27-41.) It is a triumph of the divine govern¬ 
ment of the world, that even those who resist God , 
are nevertheless employed in executing his decrees , 
ver. 27-29: I. Illustrated at the cross of Jesus; 
II. Confirmed in the history of the world; III. 
Applied to the heart and life.— Saul chosen , but 
afterwards set aside (ver. 21, 22)— a warning to 
men , not to finish in the fiesh, after having begun in 
the Spirit [Gal. iii. 31.— Christ , the Son of David , 
but more than David: I. In spiritual strength; 
David, a man after God’s own heart, fulfilling all 
his will, ver. 22—Christ, the beloved Son of God, 
in perfect obedience, completing the Father’s 
work. IL In His experience; David raised from 
obscurity and distress to a royal throne—Christ 
humbled, even unto the death of the cross, exalted 
to the right hand of the Father, ver. 27-87. III. 
In his work; David, as the king of Israel, the 
protector of his people, the terror of his foes— 
Christ, as the Saviour of the world, an everlast¬ 
ing Prince of peace unto his people, an awful 
Judge of those who despise him, ver. 88-41.— 
The way of salvation: I. Slowly and painfully 
prepared; (a) slowly—during the preparatory 
period of the old covenant (ver. 17-25); (b) 
painfully—by the sufferings and death of Jesus 
(ver. 27-29); nevertheless, II. Short and easy: 
(a) short—faith conducts at once to the cross of 
Jesus, (ver. 39); (5) easy—for, the remission of 
sins, life and salvation, are found in it (ver. 38, 
89).— Pauls introductory sermon at Antioch , a type 
of his whole subsequent personal history: it ex¬ 
hibits bim, I. As a profound interpreter of the 
Scriptures, ver. 17 ff.; 33 ff. II. As the noble- 
minded apostle of the Gentiles, ver. 16, 26. III. 
As a truly evangelical preacher of the faith, ver. 
38, 39. IV. As a fearless witness of the truth, 
ver. 40, 41.—[ Pauls discourse at Antioch; I. The 
circumstances under which it was delivered; (a) 
by a man properly qualified and commissioned; 
lb ) and directed to his field of labor by Provi¬ 
dence, ver. 2. 11. The character of the hearers; 

(a) Jews by birth, educated to worship the true 
God; (6) Pagans by birth, originally total stran¬ 
gers to God, (Eph. iv. 18)—ver. 26,48. III. The 
choice of the topics, (a) determined by the great 
Gospel theme of Justification by faith alone, and 

(b) by the spiritual wants of the hearers. IV. 
The impressions which it made; (a) many were 
deeply affected, ver. 43; (5) others were hardened, 
ver. 45 .—Tr.] 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


D.—PAUL AJTD BA&HABA0 ABB BXPKLLBD FBOM THB CITY BY THB JBWB, WHUT THE LAYTBB 8KB TILLY 
THB QBNTILES GLADLY BBCBIYB THB GOSPBL. 

Chaptbb XIII. 42-62. 

42 And when the JewB were gone out of the synagogue 1 , the Gentiles * [But when 
they went out, they] besonght that these words might be preached [spoken] to them 

48 the next sabbath*. ♦Now when the congregation [synagogue] was broken up [dis» 
missedJ, many of the Jews and religious [devout] proselytes followed Paul and Bar¬ 
nabas; who, speaking to them, persuaded [exhorted] them to continue 4 in the grace 

44 of God. ♦And [But on] the nqxt [following]* sabbath day [om. day] came almost the 

45 whole city together to hear the word of God. ♦But when the Jews saw the multi¬ 
tudes, they were filled with envy [jealousy], and spake against [contradicted] those 

46 things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and* blaspheming. ♦Then Paul and 
Barnabas waxed bold [spake boldly], and said, It was necessary that the word of God 
should first have been [first be] spoken to you, but seeing [as] ye put [thrust] it from 
you, and judge yourselves unworthy [not to be worthy] of everlasting life, lo, we turn 

47 to the Gentiles. * For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be 
[for] a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest [mayest] be for [serve unto] salva- 

48 tion unto the ends [end] of the earth. * And [But] when the Gentiles heard this, 
they were glad [rejoiced], and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were 
ordained [and all that were arranged (Germ. 4 geordnet / ordered, arrayed)] to eternal 

49 life believed. ♦And the word of the Lord was published [carried abroad] throughout 

50 all [the whole] region. ♦But the Jews stirred up [excited] the devout and* honour¬ 
able women, and the chief men of the city, and raised [a] persecution against Paul 
and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts* [drove them beyond their bor- 

51 ders.]. ♦But they shook off the dust of their* feet against them, and came unto Ico- 

52 nium. *And [But] the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost. 


* Ver. 42. a. Instead of tWr. the text ree. [following G.], read*: he rq* ovpaymy w lov&uwr; these words were 
probably Inserted In order that the church lesson, which began at this place, might be more dearly understood [and a 
subject be supplied to wspsitdAovr, (Alf.)—Ta.l; the single word avrur, however, is sufficiently attested by MSS. [A.B. C. 
D. JL] and versions [Vulg. etc.], ana also by [Cod. Bin. and] the text of Chrysostom. [Lach., Tisch., and AIL read simply 
avtwr, and the last translates thus: M As they (the congregation) were going out, they (the same) besought, etc.”—TxJ 

■ Ver. 42. b. The reading rd stop, alter waoeaihovr [of text. ree. lrom G.j, is undoubtedly spurious, [omitted in A. B. C. 
D. B. Cod. 81n.], and, besides, in point of feet, involves an error [the Jews having united with the others in making the in¬ 
quest, according to Bxjn. note on ver. 42, 43. Lach. Tlsch. and Alf. omit rd f#nj, and Meyer concurs.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 42. c. [In place of: the next sabbath (Cranmer, Geneva); the margin of the Engl. vers, offers: “in the week be- 
tween, or, in the sabbath between.** See Exaa. note, below.—Tx.1 

« Ver. 43. [The text. ree. reads Iriglwo, in accordance with G.; in place of it recent editors Introduce i^ounv, which 
Is found in A. B. C. D. E. Cod. Sin.—Tn.] 

* Ver. 44. ipx***** (of text ree. from B (e nil). C (original). D. E (corrected). G. and Cod. Sin.], Instead of Jjtepdvy, is 
a correction, and Is npurions, [ M the sense of not being perceived'*, says AIL, who. with Lach. and Tbch^ reads, in ac¬ 
cordance with A. C (corrected). B (orig-K 4rop., as In Ln. xiil. 33; Acts xx. 16; xxl. 20.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 46. dmA^yorm sot [In text rsc.J has been cancelled by Lachmann, in accordance with A. B. C. Q. [Cod. Bn. 

Qyr. Vulg.]; It Is, nevertheless, genuine [found in D M moet of the cursive mas., fathers, etc.], as It was dropped only be¬ 
cause it seemed to be tautological. [Defended by de Wette as emphatic ( u not only contradicting, but also blaspheming,” 
as jfspsvr. and ipevv. In 1 Pet. 1.10,11), and inserted by AIL—B. reads, in place of it, Mey. and AIL regard 

both this word, and the omission of <mA., as unsuccessful attempts to improve the style*—Ta.] 

T Ver. 60. a. [«<u after yveaucat, of text. ree. is dropped in Stier'e N. T., as well as by Lach. Tlsch. and AIL, in accord¬ 
ance with A. B. C. D. Syr. (“ the eminent devoat women w ); but It is found in B. G. Vulg. CbrysL; it was originally writ¬ 
ten in Cod. Sin., but was canoelled by a later hand. Meyer regards the words as inappropriately inserted.—Ta.] • 

* Ver. 60. b. [*' coasts." This word is the version in the Engl. Bible, of /sipoe, Mt. xv. 21; apt* (frequently, as here); 

J tipa (Acts xxvl. 20); rdxoc Acts xxvii. 2. It is applied to the side, border, or boundary of a country, as in Dent. xlx. 8; 

udg. xi. 20. It was then employed to designate the region itself which was confined within certain limits or borders. It 
was, subsequently, applied specially to a boundary line running along the seashore. It refers hare, in the former sense, 
to the country immediately surrounding Antioch.—Ta.] 

* Vor. 61. [avrwr alter to&tr, is found in D. E. G. Vnlg. etc., bnt is omitted in A. B. C. Cod. Sin., and by Inch. Tisch. 
and Alf.—T*.J 


EXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vie. 42, 48. And when - - were gone 
out, eto.—The persons who went out f avrotv, see 
note 1, appended to the text, above. —Te.], were 
not Jews (as the texteu reeeptue, which Bengel 
also adopts, states) who oould not patiently listen 


to Paul an j longer, but simply Paul and Barna¬ 
bas. As these were guests, they withdrew alter 
the conclusion of the discourse of the former, 
while the members of the synagogue remained 
until they were formally dismissed (Xv&eunx r. 
away,). Before Paul and Barnabas, however, 
had actually left the building, they were re¬ 
quested to deliver another discourse on the sao- 
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seeding sabbath. (Mera£v, that is, the sabbath 
lying between other days; obpfktTov does not 
here mean week, that is, the intervening week, 
for ru txofUvw on/?/?., ver. 44, implies, that 
the request was made in the former sense. 
[“But” says Alexander, (Com. ad. loc ), the 
marginal version, the sabbath between “appears 
to be unmeaning, as no points can be as¬ 
signed, between which this sabbath is described 
as intermediate.” He, like Hackett, Alford, etc. 
adopts the view advocated by de Wptte, Meyer, 
and others, according to which pera^v here alone 
in the N. T. is equivalent to ififc. which is, in¬ 
deed, the reading in Cod. D. It is found in this 
sense in the later Greek, e. g. Jos. B. J. v. 4. 2; 
Kub8, Obss. p. 220; Kypke, II. 67 f. ; Wtttemb, 
ad. Pint. Mot. p. 177. c. In this sense of next in 
order, following (Rob. Lex. N . T. ad verb.), the 
text of the Engl. vers, takes the word.— Tr.].— 
Who were the persons that besought that 
these words, etc. ? They were, without doubt, 
those assembled in the synagogue, possibly, the 
rulers, comp. ver. 16. But after this religious 
assembly had been dismissed in the customary 
manner, a considerable number of Jews and 
proselytes followed the two strangers to the abode 
of the latter, and were again addressed, in a still 
more unconstrained and familiar manner. They 
were urged to adhere with constancy and fidelity 
to the grace of God, by which they had already 
been influenced. 

Ykb. 44, 45. And the next sabbath.—On 
this day the crisis came. In the first place, the 
extraordinary readiness with which the pagan in¬ 
habitants of the city received religious impres¬ 
sions, was distinctly manifested, as well as the 
depth of the impressions which Paul had made 
on them, partly by the above discourse, and 
pertly by the instructions which he, coigointly 
with Barnabas, continued to furnish in private. 
On this occasion almost the entire population of the 
city assembled, partly, in the interior of the syna¬ 
gogue and, partly, before it, in order to listen to 
the preaching of the Gospel.—But, in the second 
place, when the Jews saw these masses of hear¬ 
ers, the envy and jealousy which had already 
been enkindled in them, increased in intensity. 
They envied Paul on account of the extraordi¬ 
nary eagerness with which he was sought, and, 
possibly, their Israelitio national feeling was 
deeply wounded, when the thought spontaneously 
presented itself that the pagans would be author¬ 
ized to share as ftilly as Israel in the great sal¬ 
vation that was offered. They were irritated by 
such considerations, and began to interrupt and 
contradict the apostle. (There is here a Hebra¬ 
istic repetition: bvriAeyov — avrtAiyovreg teal (3A. 
rDe Wette and Meyer (with whom Winer, Oram. 
If. T. \ 45. 8 appears to agree,! deny that this 
is a Hebraism, and regard avriAty. as intended to 
give an additional emphasis to fiAagf. See note 
6 above, appended to the text.— Tr.]). The op¬ 
position of the Jews assumed more and more a 
violent and passionate character, so that they 
were ultimately impelled to utter blasphemies 
(the objects of which were, probably, Jesus him¬ 
self, his messengers, and those who believed in 
has.) [BAagfyplu, 1. to speak evil of, to rail at; 
2. 8pec. of God and his Spirit, or of divine things, 
to blaspheme. Bob. Lex —Tr.] 

17 


Ver. 46, 47. Then Paul and Barnabas ' 
waxed bold [spake boldly].—They did not 
permit their own passions to become inflamed, 
neither did they revile their assailants; but they 
very plainly told the latter that they would 
thenceforth turn away from them, and offer the 
saving word of God to the Gentiles. It had, 
unquestionably, been necessary (avayKaJov) —they 
said—that the word of God should be proclaimed 
to them (the Jews), first of all. The necessity 
proceeded from the command of Christ (i. 8; iii. 

26; Horn. i. 16), and from the whole plan of the 
divine economy. But these fanatical Jews had 
now rejected the Gospel, as the apostle emphat¬ 
ically declares, and had thus virtually pronounced 
the sentence themselves, that they were not wor- • 
thy of receiving that everlasting life which had 
been offered to them in Jesus Christ. In view of 
this faot, Paul and Barnabas do not attempt to 
refute the objections and blasphemies of the 
Jews, nor do they cast their pearls before swine 
[Mt. vii. 6], but simply pronounce the words: 

‘Lo, we now turn to the Gentiles.' They do not 
act in a capricious spirit, when they adopt this 
course, but strictly obey the will of God (evr£- 
raArai ). The passage from which Paul quotes, 
Isai. xlix. 6 [comp. xlii. 6], sets forth that the 
Messiah was appointed not only to render ser¬ 
vices to Israel, but also to be the light and salva¬ 
tion of the whole heathen world. These messen¬ 
gers and organs of Christ apply the words to 
themselves, and thus justify by the Scriptures 
the purpose which they avow, of henceforth de¬ 
voting their labors exclusively to the Gentiles. 
They both departed from the synagogue, doubt¬ 
less, immediately after having made this declara¬ 
tion. [“They view the Messianic fulfilment 
which was to follow this declaration of God (re¬ 
ferring to his “servant,” ver. 1), as being virtu¬ 
ally an broAi) for exercising the apostolic office, 
Binoe it was through thiB office that the Messiah 
who is addressed (<rc), would become the “light 
to the Gentiles, etc.”, which he was appointed to 
be.” (Meyer).— Tr.] 

Ver. 48, 49. And when the Gentiles 
heard this, they received the Gospel with still 
greater joy and reverence; as many of them be¬ 
came believers, as were appointed by God unto 
the possession of salvation heray pivot; Chrysos¬ 
tom: hfogtopivot t$ de£). Luke does not here 
mean to say that the entire mass of the pagan in¬ 
habitants who presented themselves, (ver. 44 ff.), 
had now been converted, but only a part of them, 
and, indeed, fhat part which had been chosen and 
ordered by God for that purpose; see Doctrinal 
etc. No. 8, below.—The brief remark in ver. 49,. 
shows that this Pisidian Antioch became the cen¬ 
tral point of a system of evangelization, the in¬ 
fluence of which was.widely extended in the sur* 
rounding region. 

Ver. 50-52. But the Jews stirred up.— 
There were certain females in Antioch who were 
originally Gentiles, but who had become prose¬ 
lytes of the Jews. They occupied a high posi¬ 
tion in society [“ evax^povag refers to their rank, 
(xvii. 12; Mark xv. 48) as the wives of the first 
men of the city” (Hack.).— Tr.], but had not 
been influenced by the Gospel, and were hence 
the more easily.excited and induced to sustain 
the Judaism which they had embraced. Through 
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their influence and that of the “ chief men of the 
city,” the Jews Succeeded in raising a persecu¬ 
tion against Paul and Barnabas. This dtuypdg 
however, probably consisted not so much in any 
personal injuries inflicted on the two men, as, 
rather, simply in their banishment by the civil 
authorities from the city and its territory, as 
kftftaXov implies. [“This seems to have been no 
legal expulsion; for we find them revisiting Anti¬ 
och on their return, ch. xiv. 21, but only a com¬ 
pulsory retirement for peace, and their own 
safety’s sake.” (Alf.).— Tr.]. But they shook 
olf the dust of their feet against them, in accord¬ 
ance with the command of Jesus (Mt. x. 14), not 
as an expression of contempt (Meyer), but as a 
declaration that they henceforth renounced all 
intercourse with such persons, and desired to es¬ 
cape the consequences which the conduct of the 
latter would deservedly bring upon them. They 
then proceeded to Iconium, a populous city at 
the foot of Taurus, [about ninety miles from 
Antioch], in a south-easterly direction; it be¬ 
longed, at successive periods, to Pisidia, to Ly- 
conia, and to Phrygia [but was, at the time of the 
visit of Paul, the chief city of Lycaonia( Meyer, 
who gives the authorities).— Tr.L It still bears 
the name of Konia [Konieh.J % The disciples, 
that is, the Christians at Antioch, were not, how¬ 
ever, depressed and discouraged by the departure 
of their teachers, but were, on the contrary, filled 
with joy and the Holy Ghost. [Their joy arose 
from a consciousness of the happiness which had 
become their portion as Christians. (Meyer).— 
Tr.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The exhortations addressed to the Antiochi- 
ans (ver. 48), t. that they should persevere 
with fidelity and constancy in the grace of God, 
1b worthy of special notice, since the specific 
idea expressed by x&P l C T °v #ew, is here present¬ 
ed for the first time in tiik Acts, and, indeed, 
precisely by Paul and Barnabas. In ch. iv. 88, 
mention had been made of the kindness and grace 
of God which all the members of the church en¬ 
joyed; but the language which was there em¬ 
ployed, was intended to describe the communion 
of love that continued to exist between God and the 
souls of the believers. Here, however, x^P^ 
deov obviously designates the grace of reconcilia¬ 
tion and redemption, which is imputed in Christ 
to sinners—the grace of God, as contradistin¬ 
guished from sin. X&pic occurs, in this sense, 
for the first time in the Acts, in this passage, but 
is afterwards repeatedly introduced in the same 
sense, e. g., ch. xiv. 8, Myoc nfr rpf; ch. xv. 
11, x6p tvplov 'I. X. This circumstance can 
with the less reason be regarded as accidental, 
since the missionary discourse of Paul, which 
immediately precedes, already exhibits traces of 
that more profound knowledge of the truth in 
Christ which was granted to the apostle Paul 
[see Doctr. etc. No. 4, on ver. 18-41, above.— 
Tr.], and which the Church has received through 
him. 

2. The indwelling divine power of the Gospel 
manifests itself not only by leading to the con¬ 
version of those who believe, and by filling them 


with holy joy and happiness (ver. 48, 52), hut 
also by not permitting those who reject it to re¬ 
main as they are, since it incites them to exhibit 
an unholy seal and violent passionB, as well as 
to utter blasphemous words, ver. 45. To some, 
the Gospel is a savour of life; to othera, a savour 
of death, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. 

8. Ver. 48, krelarevoav, boot fyoav rerayphw tif 
£uryv aUivcov. What do these words, when closely 
surveyed, imply ? [See Exbg. etc. on ver. 48, 49, 
above.— Tr.]. They mean, according to Calvin, 
that those became believers, whom God had, by 
virtue of his unconditional decree, ordained unto 
salvation,—whom he had determined to convert, 
and not to harden. [“Ordinatio ista nonnisi ad 
sternum Dei consilium potest referri,” see his 
Com. ad loc., and Ihstit. III. 24. 2 and 18, rtray. 
“ordinati.”— Ter ay. is “ordained, ordered or ap¬ 
pointed—not disposed, arrayed, etc.” (Alex.).— 
“ appointed ” (Hack.).— Tr.]. But the free self- 
determination of the human will is as little de¬ 
nied as it is asserted, in this passage; a decretum 
absolution is by no means involved in rtraypboL 
But, on the other hand, the assertion rests on 
equally unsubstantial grounds, that iycav rcrayghoi 
must be taken in a middle sense: quotquot se ordi¬ 
nal'er ant ad vitam mtemam (Grotius) [which does 
not essentially differ from the explanation in 
Hofm. Schriftbeiv. I. p. 288, ed. 2. (Meyer, note)]. 
•This assertion is philologic&lly inaccurate, or 
assumes, as the definition of the word: aptifaeti 
(oratione Pauli) ad vitam mtemam adipiscendem 
(Bretschn eider), or explains it in an analogous 
manner: qui juxta ordinem a Deo institutum ditpo- 
siti erant (Bengel), so that rdaoeiv is taken as a 
designation of the order of salvation. [“ Ordo 
salutis , or otconomia salutis is the title of that part 
of Dogmatic (Systematic) Divinity, in which the 
topics referring to the subjective realization of 
salvation, are discussed, usually: Calling (voca¬ 
tion), illumination, regeneration and conversion, 
repentance, sanctification, mystical union, and, 
often, also, justification and faith, as well as, 
finally, glorification.” (Hxrzoo: ReaLEncyk. V. 
684.—Bengel says ad loc , “ Homo ordinare se (si 
modo tic loqui fas at) ad vitam mtemam non potest ; 
nisi credendo ;—ergo ordinatio divina. Non fasten de 
mtema prmdatinatione agit Lucas - - - earn ordma- 
tionem ducribit Lucas , qum ipso auditus tempore 
facta at - - -. Ipsum ver bum rdrru, ordino , nut~ 
quam dicitur de setema prmdestinations, etc.”— 

T tray, has often been taken in its military sense, 
and been thus explained: qui de agmine it darn 
erant sperantium vel contendentium ad vitam c/er- 
nam; Meyer here observes: “the context affords 
no grounds for adopting the sentus militant .** 
For this frequent sense of the word, see Passow 
(Herod. 9. 69, etc. Xen. Mem. 8. 1. 8 and 11) 
and 2 Macc. xv. 20.—Dr. Wordsworth, (quoted 
by Hackett, ad loc.) explains the word thus: 

“ Those who had set or marshalled themselves to 
go forward in the way to eternal life, professed 
their faith boldly in the face of every danger.” 
—Tr.]. The words bear no other sense than 
that all those, and tlrnse alone, were really con¬ 
verted, who were ordered, appointed, by God to 
eternal life. It is not the result of aooident, nor 
of the unconditional capriee or whim of men, 
when any one, or, any particular individual, at¬ 
tains to saving faith; this result depends, on the 
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contrary, on the providence of God, which orders 
all things even before the decisive moment ar¬ 
rives. For, in matters pertaining to salvation 
and eternal life, not even the most inconsiderable 
circumstance can occur, without being ordered, 
guided and arranged by the will and power of 
God. This is a truth which humbles as well as 
strengthens and comforts us. And, on the other 
hand, nothing occurs in matters pertaining to sal¬ 
vation, unless man exercises the power of self- 
• determination, and resolves, with freedom of the 
wilL This truth is, indeed, recognized in the 
context, ver. 46, in the case of unbelievers; and, 
in a thousand other cases, the Scriptures bear 
witness to the freedom and independent action 
of man. This is not here, ver. 48, expressly 
stated, only because it is Luke’s chief purpose at 
present to teach us to regard the work of con¬ 
version as dependent on the divine direction of 
the course of events. [“If the reason why 
these men believed were only this,—that they 
were men ordained to eternal life, the reason 
why the rest believed not, can be this only,— 
that they were not by God ordained to eternal 
life; and if so, what necessity would there be, 
“that the word should be first preached to them” ? 
as we read,—ver. 46, eto.—The apostle gives this 
reason why he turned from the Jews to the Gen¬ 
tiles,—because ‘the Jews had thrust away the 
word, etc,’ ver. 46, whereas, according to this 
supposition, that could be no sufficient reason of 
his going from them to the Gentiles. For it was 
only they among the Jews whom God had not 
ordained to eternal life, who thus refused, &c. 
- - - - As many as were disposed for eternal life, 
believed; for the word Ttraypkvos, which we here 
render ‘ordained,’ is used in this very book 
(ch. xx. 18) to signify a man, not outwardly or¬ 
dained, but inwardly disposed , or one determined, 
not by God, but by his own inclinations, to do 
such a thing; as when it is said, St. Paul “ went 
on foot from Assos, obro yap fjv diareraypivoc, for so 
he teas disposed;” the son of Sirach says (Sop. let. 
or Ecclus. x. 1) that the conduct or government 
of a wise man is reraypkvog (ijye/wvia awerov 
reraypivrj lorat ), not, ordained by God, but 1 well 
ordered or disposed by himself,’ etc.” (Whitby, 
Disc, on Elect, etc. ch. III. J 6.1.—Tn.] 

4. The joy with which the Antiochian Chris¬ 
tians were filled, even after Paul and Barnabas 
had been cpnstrained to depart from them, is a 
bright evidence of the gracious operations of the 
Holy Spirit. Nothing but the communion of that 
Spirit could have fully compensated them for the 
loss which they sustained, when their intercourse 
with the two missionaries and teachers entirely 
ceased. They were converted, not to these men, 
but to the Lord, and He continued to dwell with 
them, even as he dwells with ail His people, unto 
the end of the world. Indeed, even sufferings 
and persecution cannot diminish this holy joy, 
for they are among the signs of the Crucified 
One, and were foretold by Him to his disciples, 
before they came to pass [John xvi. 2-4]. 

HOMILKTIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vee. 42. And when - - - gone out - - - 
besought —The Gospel is never proclaimed in 
vain; although many may despise it, there are 


always some, whose hearts are touched by it 
(Starke). 

Ver. 48. Followed Paul and Barnabas.— 
They followed, as sheep follow the shepherd 
[John x. 4], for they had received many spirit¬ 
ual blessings through them. (Starke).— Per¬ 
suaded [exhorted] them to oontinue in the 
graoe of God. —Beginners most of all need such 
exhortations, for they are still tender grafts, and 
may be easily broken off from Christ amid the 
storms of temptation, (ib.).—‘Continue in the 
grace of God!’ This is a text well suited to all 
awakened persons. (Williger). 

Ver. 44. And on the next sabbath day, 
etc.—Blessed is the sabbath which is thus de¬ 
voted to Jhe word of God, and not to worldly joy; 
blessed is the city, the people of which thus pro¬ 
ceed to the house of God, and not to places of 
amusement; blessed is the pastor, who can thus 
address a congregation that is earnestly seeking 
salvation, and not see empty benches before him. 
—And yet, how many Christian cities there are, 
which have reason to be ashamed of their Sun¬ 
days, in view of this observance of the sabbath 
in pagan Antioch! 

Ver. 46. But when the Jews saw the 
multitudes, the^ were filled with envy.— 
The envy of the arrogant Jews, who pride them¬ 
selves on the privileges which divine grace had 
bestowed on them, and who had already, on for¬ 
mer occasions, taken offenoe when Jesus held in¬ 
tercourse with publicans and sinners, does not 
now allow them to survey, without displeasure, 
either the attention which the people give to the 
apostles, or the privilege which is granted to 
the pagans, of entering the kingdom of God. 
That envy will not consent that favor should bo 
shown to the prodigal son, if their religious cere¬ 
monies, and their observance of the law should 
thereby become less prominent. All opposition 
to the word of truth flows from this impure 
source—an envious pride, which refuses to bow 
in submission before the mysteries of the Gospel. 
(Leonh. and Sp.).— Contradioting and blas¬ 
pheming. —They might exercise the right of 
contradiction with a certain degree of plausibi¬ 
lity, but when their opposition assumed the form 
of blasphemy, it was plain that their tongue was 
really ‘set on fire of hell.’ [Jam. iii. 6]. (Rie- 
ger)- 

Ver. 46. Then Paul and Barnabas waxed 
bold. —How often we are lacking in such bold 
speech! (Williger).— It was necessary that 
the word of God should first have been 
spoken to you —not on account of your wor¬ 
thiness, but for the sake of the promises of God, 
who cannot deny himself, and who abideth faith¬ 
ful [2 Tim. ii. 18], even when we are unfaithful. 
(Leonh. and Sp.j.— But seeing ye put it 
from you, etc.—It is very profitable when we 
can convince men who despise divine graoe, that 
they do wrong and are unmerciful, not to God, 
not to Jesus, not to their teachers, but to them¬ 
selves. (Ap. Past.).—Despisers of the divine word 
judge tnemselves unworthy of everlasting life, 
not that they actually entertain this opinion, but 
their conduct implies it (Starke).— Lo, wo 
turn to the Gentiles 1—Buy, while ye are in 
the market; gather in, while the sky is clear; 
accept the grace and word of God, while they 
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Bij be found. For, be it known onto you, tbnt 
(be grace and word of God are like a sodden 
sbower, which does not return, when it has once 
fallen. It fell on the Jews, bat it is now over, 
and they retain nothing. Pool brought it to 
Greece, bat it is over, and now they hare the 
Turks. It fell on Rome and the Latin lands, bat 
H is over, and now they hare the Pope. And 
ye Germans hare no reason to think that ye will 
perpetually bare the GoepeL Therefore, let him 
that can, seize it, and hold it fast—the idle hand 
will soon be an empty hand. (Luther). 

Vn. 48. And when the Gentiles heard 
this, they were glad. —God be praised! The 
grace revealed in the Gospel, has, then, been 

S reclaimed to alL And we win imitate these 
entiles; we will rejoice, yea, heartily rejoice, 
to the praise of God, and to our own eternal 
honor. ( Wurt, Su m mar ien, 1786). —And as 
many ns were ordained to eternal life, 
believed. —While the Israelites (like the elder 
son, Lu. tv. 26), in their self-righteous envy, 
exclude themselves from the festival so graciously 
prepared by the Father, the heathen world re¬ 
joices in the revelation of that divine, pitying 
love, which had given very precious premises re¬ 
specting Gentiles, and now grants them the adop¬ 
tion of children, with all its rights and wealth. 
The gloom of night is falling upon Israel, while 
the Gentiles are cheered by the morning star 
whieh is rising over them. When the peaceful | 
dove of the Gospel is driven away from one spot, 
she speedily finds another home, where she may 
provide for her young. Not all, however, be¬ 
come believers, but as many only as were ap¬ 
pointed to eternal life, and who therefore suffered 
themselves to be arranged in the divine order* of 
salvation, t. of faith and repentance. The 
grace of God which elects and calls, is, indeed, 
the sole ground of conversion and salvation in 
every instance; but it is precisely the text be¬ 
fore us, that shows, in the case of the Israelites, 
who robbed themselves of salvation by their own 
iniquity, that the damnation of men does not 
rest, like the appointment to salvation, on an 
absolute decree of God. (Leonh. and Sp.).—[The 
thought expressed in the last sentence, accords 
with the principles set forth in the Formula Con¬ 
cordat, according to which there is *n “ election 
(predestination) of grace" (Rom. xi. 6), but not 
one of “wrath,” that is, a reprobation, E, g, 

“ Prsedestmatio vero seu sstema Dd dectio tantum 
ad bonos et dilectos filios Dd pertmet, et kmc eat 
causa ipsorum solatia, etc.” Art xi. p. 618, ed. 
Rech.—T r.] 

Tik. 49 And the word of the Lord was 
published. —The word of the Lord carries a 
passport with it, which gives it access to every 
part of the world, and no human impediments 
ean retard its progress. (Ap. Past.). 

Vbr. 60. But the Jews stirred up the 
devout and honourable women. —“These 
were sanctimonious women, who prided them¬ 
selves on their devotions, and imagined that they 
were pious already, before the two strangers ar¬ 
rived. And thus, that which is honorable and 
devout, is employed as a bar against Christianity. 
Such persons can very easily stirred up, and 
then they exclaim: 4 Can you expect to find bet¬ 
ter people than we are? We had long ago been 


| respectable and pious.’” (Gossner).—“Scoffers 
! have often blasphemed, and said that our holy 
religion had been extended principally by the 
aid of women. A fact of an opposite character 
is here presented.” (Ap. Past.).— Per mulierss 
mult a saepe impedimenta vel aefjumenta adferuntur 
regno Dd, (Bengal). 

Van. 61. But they shook off the dust of 
their feet. —The people of the world need con¬ 
vincing evidence that the truth is communicated 
to them, not for the sake of private advantage, 
but solely for the purpose of enabling then to 
obtain salvation. If they will not accept of 
heaven, let them retain the earth and its dust 
(Starke). 

Vek. 52. And the disciples were filled 
with joy, and with the BEoly Ghost.— If 
these wordis were applied to awakened persons, 
would all of the latter successfully endure the 
test? There are many awakened little flocks, 
which are dispersed, as soon as the agents by 
whom they ware awakened, are taken from them. 
Or, if such be not actually the result, they never¬ 
theless grew lukewarm. Believers say: 4 The 
religious state of the flock is not now what it 
once was;’ unbelievers say: 4 The tumult has 
ceased.’ (Williger). 

On thb wholb section.—Vbb. 42-62. Horn 
shall me obtain eternal li/ef I. By regarding it as 
the sovereign good, and earnestly seeking it; IL 
By judging ourselves, (as indeed we are by na¬ 
ture), to be unworthy of such a gift; III. By 
believing that the grace of God will, neverthe¬ 
less, bestow it; IV. By submitting willingly to 
the gracious plans which the Lord has chosen. 
(Langbein).— The calling of the Gentiles, (id.).— 
The pilgrimage of the Gospel: I. Illustrated (a) in 
the text; (6) in the history of the kingdom of 
God in general; II. The solemn lessons which it 
teaches. (Leonh. and Sp.).— The various senti¬ 
ments with which men listen to the preaching of the 
Gospel: L Open hostility; IL Calm indifference; 
III. Willingness to believe and obey. (id.).— 
Wrath and fiace, ruling in the kingdom of God: L 
Man’s choice excludes from it, ver. 46; II. God’s 
choice introduces into it, ver. 48. (C. Beck, ifo*. 
Rep.).—-The word of God , the means by which the 
thoughts of many hearts are revealed [Lu. ii. $5]: 
I. Of Gentiles, that is, of suoh as had hitherto 
been unacquainted with it, ver. 48, 49; (a) they 
rejoice on hearing the message ; (b) they glorify 
the grace of God; (c) they receive the word in 
faith; (d) they experience the blessedness of be¬ 
lievers. II. Of Jews, that is, of the self-righteous, 
who are not willing to be saved by grace, ver. 
60; (a) they are filled with anger on hearing the 
Gospel message; (6) they prejudice others 

against it; (c) they persecute the messengers of 
salvation. III. Of believers, who have person¬ 
ally experienoed the power of the word; («) 
their faith is not shaken by afflictions, ver. 61; 
(6) they are filled with holy joy, ver. 62; (f) 
they grow in grace, through the Holy Ghost, ver. 
62. (Lisco). —The first shall be last, and the last 
shall be first [Mt xix. 80] : I. The first, as the 
last, (a) Who are the first? Those who had at 
the earliest period experienced the love of God, 
and been most richly endowed with its gifts. (6) 
Why are they afterwards the last? Because they 
did not faithftiUy apply the divine love that had 
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been bestowed, and earnestly seek salvation, but 
indulged in pride on account of their gifts, (c) 
How do they become the last ? Hither by re¬ 
ceiving a lower position in the kingdom of God, 
corresponding to the limited measure of their 
fidelity (Mt. xx. 10), or by being entirely ex¬ 
cluded from the blessings of the kingdom of God, 
as a recompense for their absolute unfaithful¬ 
ness, ver. 46, 47. II. The last as the first, (a) 
Who are the last? Those who had been called 
at a later period, and were endowed with less 
precious gifts. ( b ) Why are they afterwards 
the first? Because their knowledge of their 
wants urges them to seek salvation, ver. 44, 48. 
(c) How do they become the first? By faithfully 
endeavoring, after they have themselves been 
admitted into the kingdom of God, to extend its 
blessings to others, ver. 49, 52. (Lisco).— The 
enemies of the Gospel injure themselves alone: I. 
They betray the secrets of their evil hearts, ver. 
45; II. They judge—and make—themselves un¬ 
worthy of everlasting life, ver. 46; III. They j 
dishonor themselves by the vile weapons with 
which they contend, ver. 60; IV. They cannot 
check the triumphant progress of divine truth, 
ver. 48, 49, 51, 62.— The envy which the success of 
the Gospel awakens: it bears witness, I. Against 
the envious—exposing their secret arrogance, 
their bad conscience, the wretchedness of their 
internal life; II. In favor of the cause to which 
they are unfriendly—that cause must be well 
sustained, the excellence of which cannot be 
actually disproved—which is a goad that cannot 


be successfully resisted—and which confers 
blessings that no scoffs can prove to be unsub¬ 
stantial.— The solemnity of the words pronounced 
by faithful witnesses of the truth: * We turn away:* 
L They are prompted, not by timidity or the 
fear of man, but by a firm determination to obey 
the divine wilL II. They express, not pride and 
contempt, but sorrow and compassion for those 
who rejeot the salvation of God. III. They are 
dictated, not by indolence, but by a seal which 
seeks a new field of labor.— When is it time for a 
servant of Christ to shake off the dust of his feetf 
(ver. 61); I. When he has not only knocked at 
the door with friendly purposes, but also waited 
with patience and fortitude; II. When he has 
been directed, not only by men, but also by the 
Lord, to proceed further; III. When he not 
only finds the door closed to him here, but also 
sees another great and effectual door [1 Cor. xvi. 
9] opened to him.— Israel*s temporal rejection: L 
Richly merited by pride, ingratitude, and wick¬ 
edness ; II. Righteously determined by the holi¬ 
ness and truth of the Lord; III. Converted into 
a blessing for the whole world, to which the 
Gospel is now sent [Rom. oh. xi.]; IV. Designed 
to be a warning to Christendom, as well as an 
urgent appeal to believers, to go and search out, 
with tender love, the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel [Mt. x. 61.—[Ver. 47. Christy revealed as 
the light of the Gentiles: I. The Bense of the pro¬ 
phecy; II. The manner of its fulfilment; III. The 
present duties of the Christian church, with re¬ 
spect to it.—T r.] 


XL —OCCURRENCES IN ICONIUM AND LYSTfLA. THBTB RETURN, AND TH1 TERMINATION OF THEIR 

JOURNEY. 

Chapter xiv. 1-28. 

{ I. Their successful labors m Iconium, until ill-treatment compels them to flee from the city; they proceed 

to Lycaonia. 

Chapter, xiv 1-7. 

1 And [But] it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both [om. both] together into 
the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and 

2 also of the Greeks believed. *But the unbelieving 1 Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and 
1 made their minds evil affected [Jews excited and imbittered the souls of the Gentiles] 

3 against the brethren. *Long time therefore abode they [Now they abode there a con¬ 
siderable time,] speaking boldly [openly with confidence] in the Lord, which [who] 
gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and* granted signs and wonders to be done 

4 by their hands. *But the multitude of the city was divided: and part [some, of pb] 

5 held with the Jews, and part [others, of 6£] with the apostles. *And when there was 
an assault [a movement] made [on the part] both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews 

6 with their rulers, to use them desnitefully, and to stone them, *They were ware [be¬ 
came aware] of if, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and unto the 

7 region that lieth round about: *And there they preached the gospel. 

i Ver. 2. iwiiihfaavTi* is for better sustained [by A. B. G. God. 8im, and adopted by Lack., Tisch., Borm, Alf.J than 
[of text. rec~, from E. Q. —T*.] 

* Ver. 1 [kcu before diddm. found in G. G. and Inserted in text, rec ., is omitted by Griesb M Lach n Tisch., Alt, in accor¬ 
dance with A. B. D. B Vulg., thus making the clause which begins with did. epexegetical of the preceding, i. by grant¬ 
ing, etc.; Cod. Sin, omits km but reads U66vroe, as if arrow expressed its sultfect, and the two words were in the gnu 
ofcsofefe— 1 Taj 
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EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vim. 1-8. And it came to pass.—Kara rd 
avr6 f that is, simul [as in Vulg.; 6pov, Hesjch.; 
©omp. brl r. a . ch. iii. 1. (de Wette).—T r.]. 
They so spake (ovra>c), that is, in such a man¬ 
ner, and with such success, that large numbers 
of the Jews and of the Greeks became belierers; 
the latter are to be supposed as also being pre¬ 
sent in the synagogue and are, therefore, prose¬ 
lytes, in the wider sense of the term. But those 
Jews who, at that time, remained unbelievers, and 
were disobedient (airet&faavrec) to the saving will 
of God, endeavored to excite the animosity of the 
pagans against the brethren, that is, not 
merely against the two missionaries, but also 
against the newly converted Christians in the city. 
They did not, however, immediately succeed, but 
Paul and Barnabas were, on the contrary, ena¬ 
bled during a comparatively long period, to contin¬ 
ue their labors in Iconium without interruption. 
[“ The piv olrv f as usual (see ch. xi. 19) takes up 
the narrative which had been interrupted.” 
(Alf.)—T r.]. They boldly proclaimed the Gos- 

S el M Tp KvpUf >, sustained by the Lord, that is, 
y the protection and blessing of Christ [boldly 
m the Lord , “which boldness was grounded on 
confidence in the Lord” (Alf.). For brl with the 
dat., see Winks: Oram. N. T. | 48 c.—T r.]. 
They thus spake, in so far as the Lord bore wit¬ 
ness by acts to the word of his grace which they 
proclaimed, and enabled them to perform both 
miracles of healing and also other signs. 

Ver. 4-7. But the multitude of the oity 
was divided.—That seed of distrust and mal¬ 
ice, however, which the Jews had sown, had ger¬ 
minated in the mean time, and begun to bear 
fruit. It led to the formation of parties in the 
populous city, and while some of the inhabitants 
adopted the views of the imbittered and hostile 
Jews, others attached themselves to the apostles. 
The opposition of the Jewish party assumed a 
distinct character, and, at length, its members 
united with the rulers and those Gentiles whose | 
passions they had excited, in secretly devising 
violent measures against the two strangers who j 
had preached to them. ('Opfrfj cannot here sig- ! 
nify an a^ault actually made , for, according to | 
ver. 6, the two men retired before the storm burst 
forth; the interpretation of the word, on the 
other hand, as a plot , is not sustained by the 
usus loquendi, whereas bppdj, in the sense of impe¬ 
tus, explained as a strong impulse , very frequently 
occurs). [“Dicitur etiam de impetu animi , consi- 
lio r proposito.” (Kuinoel). Numerous references 
tq passages in the classic writers, are famished 
by Kuinoel and Meyer. See also James iii* 4.— 
Tr. 1. The hpxovres avrov cannot be the civil 
authorities of the city (Ewald: Ap. Zcitalt ., p. 
425), for they would not have sanctioned tumul¬ 
tuary proceedings (yjUpioai k. TwdopdXfjoai), but 
would have adopted legal measures, such as ban¬ 
ishment, etc. But XvdopoTJpjcu perfectly'accords 
with the Jewish mode of thought [rather than 
with that of pagan magistrates.—T r.J, and would 
therefore conform to the views of the rulers and 
elders of the synagogue. The apostles fortunately 
obtained intelligence of the purpose of their ene¬ 
mies, and deemed it proper to flee before an out¬ 


break oocurred. They took refage in the cities 
of Lycaonia, which constitutes a whole only in 
an ethnographical, and not in a political aspect 
[“The district of Lycaonia extends from the 
ridges of Mount Taurus and the borders of Cili¬ 
cia, on the south, to the Cappadocian hills, on 
the north.” (Conyb. and II., I. 199.—Tr.]. 
These cities were Lystra, in a south-easterly 
direction from Iconium, and Derbe, which was 
still further to the south-east The latter was 
a small town at the foot of the Isaurian range. 
Both lay north of Mount Taurus, and to them 
the apostles retired, with the intention of preach¬ 
ing the Gospel at those points and in the vicinity. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Paul and Barnabas were not deterred by 
the circumstance that the malice and intrigues 
of the Jews had driven them from Antioch, from 
proceeding to another spot and again entering a 
synagogue immediately, in order to preach the 
Gospel to the children of Israel. For the divine 
necessity (ch. xiii. 46) is not brought to naught 
by the opposition of men. God “abideth faith¬ 
ful; he cannot deny himself.” 2 Tim. ii 13; 
Rom. iii 8; xi. 29. 

2. Here, too, we see that it is really the ex¬ 
alted Redeemer who performs all things. Paul 
and Barnabas are his messengers and instru¬ 
ments; they convey his Gospel; they speak the 
word of his grace (6 Xdyoc rf^ x^P tTX K avrov, 
prseclara definitio evangelii (Bengel); and it is he 
who gives testimony to their words, as a faithful 
witness, by signs and wonders. Even as Jesus him¬ 
self taught and imparted life, so, too, he enables 
his messengers to infase life into others, and per¬ 
form miracles of healing: it is the Lord—the 
word is the Lord's word. These miracles 
are wrought did tuv x tL P^ tv tArinf, by their 
hands. They impose their hands, and the 
sick are restored to health, but they are not 
the authors* of these works, and this miracu¬ 
lous, healing, and life-giving power, does not re¬ 
side in them. It is He who performs the works; 
they are simply his instruments. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vie. 1. And it came to pass in Iconium, 

etc.—The persecution which the apostles suffered 
in Antioch, effected simply a change of place, not 
of purpose. The same work which they com¬ 
menced in that city, they resume in Iconium. 
The sentiments and the labors which occasioned 
them so much suffering in Antioch, continue to 
be precisely the same. (Ap. Past.).—Nor do they 
now refrain from visiting the synagogues; neither 
their love to their people, nor their courage, has 
been diminished by their painful experiences 
among the Jews. 

Ver. 2. But the unbelieving Jews, etc.—* 
He who is not willing to obey the truth himself^ * 
is easily tempted to seduce others from it. The 
words: “Ye entered not in yourselves, and them 
that were entering in ye hindered,” [Lu. xi. 52], 
were ever afterwards applicable to the envious 
Jews. (Rieger).—Pilate and Herod, Jews and 
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Gentiles, soon come to an understanding, when 
the object is—to persecute Jesus and his truth. 
(Starke).— Against the brethren. Luke here 
applies this endearing name of “ brethren ” to 
the Christians, because nothing was more hate¬ 
ful to the unbelieving Jews, than that believing 
Jews, and believing Gentiles, should constitute 
one holy brotherhood in Christ. (Besser). 

Ver. 3. Long time - - - by their hands. 
—When the servants of God hoiior Him by boldly 
bearing witness to His truth, God often honors 
them in return, by extraordinary manifestations 
of His divine protection and blessing. 1 Sam. ii. 
80. (Starke).—The Lord always possesses the 
means to put his enemies to silence. Even if the 
Jews succeeded in casting suspicion on the words 
of the apostles, all men now beheld works—signs 
and wonders—which were wrought in public, 
and which powerfully appealed to the judgment 
and the hearts of the Gentiles whom the Jews 
had stirred up. fWilliger).—The apostles were 
not eager to worx miracles, for we see that the 
blessings which their office conferred on the peo¬ 
ple of Iconium, proceeded simply from the preach¬ 
ing of the Gospel; a large number had been con¬ 
verted, before any miracle was performed. They 
continued to preach, and God wrought the miracles 
in order to affix a sign to the preached word of 
his grace. (Ap. Past.).—The Book of the Acts 
is not a chronicle of miracles, but a mirror of 
grace. (Besser). 

Ver. 4. But the multitude - - - was di¬ 
vided.— Such a division is by no means wholly 
unacceptable to a faithful teacher; the Lord Je¬ 
sus, indeed, says that he came into the world in 
order to produce such a division [Lu. xii. 51]. 
The Lord fulfils that saying, whenever he con¬ 
vulses the kingdom of darkness through the agen¬ 
cy of his servants, creates a salutary disturbance, 
and teaches men to depart from iniquity. He will 
hereafter, on the day of judgment, exercise his 
awful authority, and make that division com¬ 
plete. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 5. And when there was an assault 

made, etc.—After sufficient time had been 
granted to the apostles for scattering the seed in 
Iconium, God permitted a storm of persecution 
to burst forth, doubtless with the design that the 
seed should be carried further, and be wafted to 
Lystra and Derbe. (Ap. Past.).—How wonderful 
are the ways of God, both when his people con¬ 
quer, and when they succumb! Even when they 
seem to succumb, they are not defeated. Here, 
the apostles regard the intelligence concerning 
the plan devised by thfeir enemies, simply as a 
divine passport that enables them to continue 
their journey. (Williger). 

Ver. 6. Ana fled. —We should not always 
quietly submit to shame and disgrace; still, we 
must learn to distinguish which course will most 
of all promote the honor of God. (Quesnel). 

Ver. 7. And there they preached the 
gospeL —The apostles did not spend their time 
in uttering complaints respecting the wrong 
which they had suffered, but, with a cheerful 
spirit, resumed at once the work which God had 
assigned to them. (Rieger). 

Ox ver. 1-7. Tne word of Ood does not return 
vnto him void [Ieai. Iv. 11]: for, I. It is always 
received by many in faith, ver. 1, when it is pro¬ 


claimed with boldness and in purity, ver. 8, and 
is accompanied by the signs of a holy walk and 
of self-denying love, on the part of its heralds, 
ver. 8; even if, II. All men do not receive it, 
ver. 4, since the malice of some restrains others 
from believing, ver. 2, and all men of an ungodly 
spirit oombine in opposing the Gospel, ver. 5; 
but, III. Even such hostility becomes the means 
of extending the word more widely, ver. 6, 7. 
(Lisco).— When they persecute you in one city , flee 
ye into another [Matt. x. 28]: I. Those who 
preach the Gospel to pagans, should not obsti¬ 
nately continue their work, when the word is 
persecuted (that is, when renewed efforts would 
be equivalent to tempting God); II. Persecution 
should not deter them from making new attempts 
(id.).— Genuine martyrdom: I. In what does it con¬ 
sist? (a) Not in the great extent of external suf¬ 
ferings whioh man endures for the sake of faith, 
but in the measure of fidelity which he exhibits 
for Christ’s sake. (6) The apostles discharge 
the duties of their office with perseverance and 
joyful courage, ver. 1, 8, and thus demonstrate 
their fidelity, (e) They retire from the post 
whioh they had learned to love, as soon as they 
understand that the Lord no longer called for 
their services there, ver. 6, 6. II. Why is it so 
pAinful to endure? (a) Because it exhibits no 
features whioh can gratify a carnal self-love. It 
lacks a halo in the eyes of the world, since fidelity 
assumes an ordinary and unostentatious garment. 
(6) Because it completely crushes man’s own wilL 
The apostles would possibly have preferred to 
die rather than to flee, even as John the Baptist 
might have found it easier to engage in self-sac¬ 
rificing labors of the most painful kind, for 
Christ, than to pine away in inaction in the pri¬ 
son. III. Wherein does the blessing which at¬ 
tends it consist? (a) Through its means the 
will of God, and not that of man, is done. (5) 
Hence, it produces the richest fruits of every 
kind; thus, the preaching of the apostles pro¬ 
duces faith, ver. 1; the Lord gives testimony to 
them, ver. 8; their flight is a source of blessing 
—they carry the word to a wider field of labor, 
ver. 6. (Lisco).— Divisions in the church which are 
salutary m their influence , ver. 4: I. The cause 
that leads to them—the faithful and fearless 
preaching of the divine word, whieh is quick, 
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword. [Hebr. iv. 12]. II. Their results—the 
church undergoes a sifting process; the real sen¬ 
timents of the heart are manifested; it is during 
the struggle that truth demonstrates its value, 
that faith reveals its power, that love exhibits 
new energy, and that the church is edified.— 
Under what circumstances is the flight of a servant of 
God allowable f I. After the contest, as in the 
case of Paul and Barnabas (ver. 1-4), but not 
previously , as in the case of Jonah; II. In obe¬ 
dience to the Lord, but not in consequence of 
the fear of man, or of a carnal love of ease; III. 
With weapons in the hand; (so the apostles con¬ 
tinued to preach, with faith and boldness, and 
never dropped their weapons). IV. In order to 
enter a new battle-field (Lystra and Derbe), but 
not to seek a place of rest.— The servants of God 
conquerors , even when they succumb: I. Internally 
(their faith and courage are firmly maintained, 
in the midst of external afflictions and shame); 
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II. Externally (the righteous cause cannot be 
ruined; when oppressed in one place, it finds a 
refuge elsewhere; even when prostrated, it arises 


with augmented power;) IIL Eternally (to faith¬ 
ful soldiers of the cross, a heavenly crown of 
victory is promised.) 


} IL The healing of a cripple tit Lystra induce* the people to offer idolatrous worship , which Paul and 
Barnabas with difficulty repress; nevertheless t Paul is afterwards, at the instigation of Jews who 
came from Antioch and Iconium , nearly slain. 

Chapter XIV. 8-20. 

8 And there s&t a certain man at Lystra, impotent [powerless] in his feet, being 1 [ am* 

9 being] a cripple from his mother’s womb, who never had wanked*: *The same [This 
man] heard* Paul speak: who steadfastly beholding [looking at] him, and perceiving 

10 that ne had faith to be healed, *Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. 

11 And he leaped 4 [sprang up] and walked. *And when the people [But when the mul¬ 
titudes (^oe)] 8aw w hat P ftU l had done, they lifted up their voices [voice (fwiyv)], 
saying in the speech of Lycaonia [in (the) Lycaonic (speech)], The gods are come 
down to us in the likeness of men [Tne gods have become like unto men, and have 

12 comedown to us]. *And they called Barnabas, Jupiter [Zeus]; and Paul, Mercu- 

13 rius [Hermes], because he was the chief speaker. *Then [But] the priest of Jupiter 
[Zeus], which [who (i. e., Zeus, Aide rod £>/toc)] was before their city, brought oxen 
and garlands unto the gates [before the gate], and would have done [intended (iJ#e>U) 

14 to offer] sacrifice with the people. * Which [But] when the apostles, Barnabas and 
Paul, heard of [heard this], they rent their clothes, and ran in [rushed forth]* among 

15 the people, crying out, *And saying, Sirs [Ye men (*Avdpt c)], why do ye these things? 
We also [We, too,] are men of like passions [are human beings (j&y&pionot), of like con¬ 
dition] with you, and [you, who] preach unto you that ye should turn from these 
vanities [these unreal ones] unto the living God, which [who] made heaven, and 

16 earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein: *Who in times [ages] past suffered 

17 all nations to walk in their own ways. *Nevertheless [Although] 6 he left not himself 
without witness [himself unattested], in that he did good, 7 and [from heaven] gave as 
rain from heaven, [om. here: from neaven,] and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with 

18 food [nourishment] and gladness. *And with these sayings [words] scarce restrained 
they [they were scarcely able to restrain] the people [multitude], that they had not 

19 done sacrifice [from sacrificing] unto them. * And [But] there came thither certain 
[om. certain] Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people [the multi¬ 
tude], and, having stoned Paul, drew [and they stoned Paul, and dragged] him out 

20 of the city, supposing 8 he had been dead* [that he had died]. *Howbeit, as [But (8e) 
while] the disciples stood round about [encircled] him, he rose up, and came [went] 
into the city: and the next day he departed [went out] with Barnabas to Derbe. 

l Ver. 8. a. [vwdpxMv, after avrov, in text, rec ., from G. H. etc., is omitted in A. B. 0. D. E., Ood. 81m, and by L a ck , 
Tisch., and Alf. The Tatter, with de Wette and Meyer, regards the word as an interpolation from ch. lit. 2.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 8. b. In place of the pluperfect ireptirtiranjxci [found in D. B. G. H., without the augment (Wurxa: Ga. 112. 9), 
while the text. rec. exhibits it, ircptvir.], Lach. and Tisch. [and Alf] hare adopted the aorist vtfxevarnaev [from A. B. C.; 
found also in Ood. Sin.]. The aorist conforms to the usual mode of expression in constructions with the relative, and was 
therefore substituted by copyists for the [original] pluperfect. [This is also the opinion of de Wette and Meyer.—T r.] 

* Ver. 9. rfKovt occurs, indeed, only in B [e sll]. and C. [adopted by text, rec.l. and Lach. and Tisch. therefore prefer 
the aorist qxovo-e, which is found in most of the manuscripts [A. D. E. G. H. Cod. Sin.]. As the aorist, however, is oo«- 

. stantly employed elsewhere in the narrative, the imperfect, if original, could hare more easily been converted into an 
aorist by copyists than vice versa; the imperfect may, therefore, be assumed to be the genuine reading, fAlford, with da 
Wette and Meyer, concurs, and translates in the Imperfect: he was listening: see Exso. note, ch. riit. 16-17. ulf—T rJ 

^ Ver. 10. [The text. rec. reads ijAArro, with G. H., but Lach. Tisch. and Alf. adopt qAaro, which Is found In A. B. G. 

• Cod. Sin. The aorist was changed into the imperfect to suit vepuwarti (Mey.), See Wiiru: Or. ) 15.—Ta.] 

• Ver. 14. [found in A. B. C (original). D. E., Ood. Sin. Syr. Vulg., (exiUenmt) and adopted by recent edi- 

• tors.—T r.], is, unquestionably, preferable to the reading Itfsar. [of text. rec.]. The latter is found only in a few of the later 
manuscripts [in C (corrected). G. EL—Ta.] 

• Ver. 17. a. xairoiye [of text. rec. from C (second correction). G. H.] must be regarded as the genuine reading; those 
that deviate from it drop either rot or ye. [x«utoi in A. B. C.; adopted by Lach. and Tisch., but not by Alf; smiye in D. R. 
—Cod. Sin. (original) had xcurotyv; a later hand attempted to erase y«.—Ta.] 
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T Ter. IT. b. [For aym.0ovotmv, (of text. ree. from D. E. G. H.) Lach., Tisch., and Alf. substitute ayaBovpyStv (from A. B. 
C God. Sin.,) as tne leas usual word.—For ituStv after icapitat, of text, ree ., from A. B (e sil). G. H. Vulg. (nostra), Lach. 
Tbch. and Alf. substitute vpSav from C. D. fathers. The Cod. Amiatinus of the Vulg. reads vestra; the reading in ed. 
Sixtina was eorum, indicating atrrmv, which conforms to the Syr. version. 'H^ur after o vpav69ev, is omitted by Tisch. and 
Alf.; C. D. E. G. H. read vp.lv, which is adopted by Lach. The pronoun appears to have been altered in Cod. Sin. to the 
second person.—Ta.] ' 

* Ter. 19. a. vpX^ovrte, part. pres, is more strongly supported [by A. B. D. Cod. Sin., and adopted by Lacb. and Tisch.] 

than vopurnm*. [of text. from C. B. G. H.; Alf. prefers the latter, and regards the former as a correction by a later 

hand.—Tft.1 

* Ver. 19. b. [Lach. Tisch. and Alf. read rtfapctau, in accordance with A. B. C. Cod. Sin., instead of rt&vav<u of text, 
ree. from D. E. G. H., tho latter being the more usual form, and hence more readily adopted by copyists than the 
othsr^-Tn.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 8-10. A certain man, at Lyatra.— 
[Er A forpoic, but, in ver. 7, A verrpav; tlie name 
occurs both as a fem. sing., 4 A., and as a neut. 
pi., ra A. (Meyer, and Rob. Lex .).—Tr. 1. Luke 
has here furnished several details: (a) tne heal¬ 
ing of a cripple by. Paul, ver. 8-10; (6) the at¬ 
tempt, in consequence of the miracle, on the part 
of the population, to offer sacrifice to the two 
missionaries, as to gods, which was repressed 
only by the most resolute acts of the latter, and 
by the witness which they bore, ver. 11-18; (c) 
the ill-treatment which Paul subsequently expe¬ 
rienced, of which foreign Jews were the instiga¬ 
tors, and which very nearly cost him his life, 
ver. 19, 20.—The healing of the cripple resem¬ 
bles the miracle wrought by Peter, ch. iii. 2 ff. 
The unhappy man in Lystra, like the one in Je¬ 
rusalem, had been lame from his birth, had never 
learned to walk, and was compelled to sit; (ekA- 
dyre, that is, sat there, not: dwelt in Lystra 
(Kuinoel; [Rob. Lex.]). He listened to Paul, 
whenever the latter spoke; [the imperfect, 
which, on critical grounds, claims the preference 
[see note 8, appended to the text, above.—T r.], 
expresses continued action, and, consequently, 
here, persevering and attentive listening.). Paul, 
whose attention was arrested by this circum¬ 
stance, gazed intently upon him (Arevloas), in 
order to ascertain his spiritual state, as far as 
possible, and to form an opinion of the processes 
which were occurring in his soul. He now per¬ 
ceived that the man had faith to bo healed; 
(rot? oufrfjvai is the complement of martg, and ex¬ 
presses the object to which his reliance and faith 
referred. [“The infinitive depends onniartv; see 
Wibkr: Or. { 44. 4.” (de WetteL—T r.]. It is 
robable that the discourse of Paul, as well as 
is general bearing, had gained the confidence 
of the sufferer, and induced him to believe that 
the apostle possessed both the ability and the will 
to relieve him. His general appearance taught 
the apostle that such were his sentiments. The 
cripple drew an inference respecting external 
matters from the spirit in which the apostle 
spoke, and accordingly hoped with confidence 
that his bodily infirmity would be healed. The 
apostle, on the other hand, formed a judgment 
respecting the spiritual state of the cripple, from 
oertain external manifestations, and became oon- 
vinoed that the man’s soul was filled with faith. 
[“Dum claudus verbum audit, vim sentit in 
aniina: unde intus movetnr, ut ad corpus conclu- 
dat.” (Bengal).—T r.]. And here a difference is 
perceptible between the present occurrence, and 
the one which took place at the gate of the tem¬ 
ple, ch. iii. 2 ff. The lame man, in the latter 
case, merely desired and hoped to receive alms, 


even after Peter had bidden him to “look on" 
him and John, ch. iii. 8-6. But the cripple of 
Lystra had already been an attentive hearer of 
Paul, had desired to be saved, and had hoped 
and believed that the apostle would afford him 
relief. Paul speaks to him aloud, and directs 
him to arise and stand upright on his feet. He 
does not, like Peter, ch. iii. 6, pronounce the 
name of Jesus by whose authority he issues the 
command, and in whose power the miracle is to 
be wrought, since the cripple had already been 
taught by the preaching to which he had lis¬ 
tened, to receive Jesus as the Saviour; and in 
thU respect also, the two occurrences differ. 
[Lachmann alone inserts between <povy and Avd- 
<mj&i the words: 7£yo tv r£ ovApari rov icvplov 

’lijadv XpiOTov,, but the manuscripts whieh furnish 
this reading (C. D. E.), do not precisely agree; 
no traces of it appear in the other uncial MSS. 
(A. B. G. H. Cod. Sin.); and hence other editors 
and commentators agree in pronouncing the 
whole an interpolation from ch. iii. 6. — Tr.]. As 
soon as the man was addressed in this manner, 
he at once sprang up (ayAaro, aor.), and walked 
about (nepienArei imperfect). [See above, note 4, 
appended to the text. —Tr.]. A third difference 
between the two coses is found in the circum¬ 
stance, that while Peter took the lame beggar by 
the hand, and raised him, the cripple of Lystra 
was able to spring up without assistance. 

Vkr. 11-14. And when the people saw, 
etc.—The impression which the miracle made on 
the pagans who were assembled, apparently in 
large numbers, was peculiar, and, indeed, un¬ 
paralleled. The healing of the cripple was so 
wonderful, and so exclusively a divine act in 
their eyes, that the thought occurred to them 
that the men who taught this heavenly doctrine, 
and exercised these supernatural powers, could 
themselves be nothing less than gods in human 
form. Hence, after such a conjecture had been 
expressed, possibly, by a few individuals, it was 
at once adopted as an established truth, and the 
multitude exclaimed aloud: •* The gods have be¬ 
come like unto men, and have come down to us." 
To Barnabas they gave the name of Zeus , and to 
Paul, that of Hermes [the Greek names of Jupi¬ 
ter and Mercury.— Tr.] ; the latter was so named, 
because he was A ifyolpevog rov Myov t the chief 
speaker, Hermes being regarded as the active 
messenger, and the eloquent herald and inter¬ 
preter of the gods. Luke does not state the rea¬ 
son for which Barnabas received the name of 
Zeus; he had, doubtless, remained in a state of 
oalm repose, and may, on this aocount, (perhaps 
as the elder of the two,) as well as on account of 
his dignified presence (Chrysostom says: And rafr 
bipeos ai-ioirpeirfc), have appeared to be the supe¬ 
rior god. The cause which led the people to as¬ 
sume that the two men were precisely Zeus and 
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Hermes, and not two others of the gods, was 
furnished bj the worship which was offered in 
that spot special!j to these two; thus, Zeus had 
a temple before the citj, ver. 13, and the legend 
was widely spread, especially in those Phrygian 
regions, respecting appearances of Zeus and 
Hermes in human form; they were, for instance, 
said to hare been there entertained, on a certain 
occasion, by Philemon and Baucis (Ovid: Met. 
VIII. 621-726). [The explanation of for 6vto$ 
it. r. iroX., •*. e., rov Aid c, may be found in the pagan 
conception that the god himself was present in 
this temple, which stood in front of the city gates. 
(Meyer).—T b.]. Ewald expresses the happy 
conjecture (Ap. Zritalt. 416, n. 1) that this legend 
was annually recited at the festival of Zeus in 
this temple, and that thus the people oould the 
more readily form such an opinion respecting 
Barnabas and Paul. Luke remarks, ver. 11, that 
the people uttered the words aloud, which deified 
the two men, but spoke Xr*aov«rrf, in their Ly- 
caonic mother tongue. This notice is intended 
to explain the cause on account of which the 
apostles did not at once object to the procedure, 
but almost allowed the people to reach the point 
of offering a sacrifice. They did not understand 
the intentions of the Lycaonians, who spoke, not 
in Greek, but in a provincial language, which 
was unknown to the apostles. [This suggestion, 
which appears to have been first made by Chry¬ 
sostom, Horn. 80, is here tally adopted by Lech- 
ler, and, apparently, also by Alexander and 
Hackett, as well as by others; but it derives no 
support whatever from the language employed by 
Luke. After the healing of the man, ver. 10, 
the apostles withdrew from the spot, for the oxen 
and garlands were afterwards “brought” to the 
place to which the apostles had retired, ver. 18, 
14. The cripple and others had remained be¬ 
hind, and were soon surrounded by larger num¬ 
bers, who gazed with wonder on the man that had 
been healed. The statement that a theophany 
had occurred, began to circulate, and then the 
shouts arose, and the priest commenced to make 
his arrangements. All this consumed time. It 
was the absence of the apostles, not their igno¬ 
rance of a certain language, which prevented 
them from ascertaining the intentions of the peo¬ 
ple at an earlier moment. Had they received the 
gift of tongues to such little advantage, and was 
the gift of inspiration of so little avail at a crit¬ 
ical moment, when idolatry was gathering its 
forces anew, that they could witness all the pre¬ 
vious scenes, and not suspect the purpose ? Why 
did they “rush forth” (see note 6, appended to 
the text), if they had been present during the 
whole time, (as Lechler here seems to assume), 
and had heard the supposed unintelligible shouts? 
—Tb.],—I t is no longer possible to determine to 
which family of languages the Lyoaonian be¬ 
longed. The conjectures that it was a corrupt 
Greek, or, that it had grown out of the ancient 
Assyrian, etc., are entirely destitute of founda¬ 
tion. Although the attempt has been recently 
made, to represent the present notice respecting 
the language, as involving a fiction (Zeller), the 
circumstance is, in reality, very natural, since 
both experience and psychological investigations 
show, that in moments of excitement the indi¬ 
vidual’s mother-tongue usually supersedes a lan¬ 


guage that had been acquired at a later period of 
life.—The priest of Zeus, whose temple and statue 
were before the city, now brought before the 
gates (of the city) the animals which were in¬ 
tended for sacrifice, as well as wreaths, which 
were to serve as decorations of the victims and 
the altar, and, with the multitude, was on the 
point of offering solemn sacrifices and adoration 
to the supposed gods who had bleesed the city 
with their appearance. At this moment the 
apostles ascertained the circumstance; in the 
grief and indignation which were awakened in 
them by the sin of idolatry that was about to be 
committed, they rent their clothes, ran out with 
the utmost haste before the gate (rfew^djprer) 
among the people who were assembled in order 
to perform the sacrificial act, and, deeply moved 
and full of seal, cried to them to desist. [But a 
different conclusion, with respect to the precise 
spot, is reached by Conyb. and Howeon, (Life, 
etc. of St. Paul, 1. 206. n. 4.): “ IlvXwwpf does 
not mean the gate of the city (which would be 
iti'Xj/), but the vestibule or gate which gave ad¬ 
mission from the public street into the court of 
the Atrium (the procession moved to the resi¬ 
dence of the Apostles.). So the word is used, 
Mt xxvi. 71, for the vestibule of the high priest’s 
palace; Lu. xvi. 20, for that of Dives; Acts x. 
17, of the house where Peter lodged at Joppa; 

Acts xii. 13, of the house of Mary.-It is 

nowhere used for the gate of a city except in the 
Apocalypse. Moreover, it seems obvious that if 
the priest had only brought the victims to sacri¬ 
fice them at the city gates, it would have been no 
offering to Paul and Barnabas.”—T b.1 

Vkb. 16-18. a . Sirs [Ye men], why do ys 
these things ?—The loud and impassioned ex¬ 
clamations of the apostles are immediately fol¬ 
lowed by an address (Aiyorrer).— *Opmoira&etf vpi* 
avdp., that is: 4 We are human beings, subject, 
like yourselves, to all manner of sufferings, dis¬ 
ease, and even to death.’ The pagans regarded 
the gods as diraffeZf, blessed, immortal, incapable 
of suffering want—The words tbayye?u^6pans 
Ipaf indicate the object of the coming of the 
missionaries, thus: 4 We come, not to receive di¬ 
vine honor, but to convey the good tidings to you 
that ye should turn from these unreal gods to the 
living God.’ (T cirrav, suggesting that the speaker 
pointed to the temple of Zeus with bis statue, is 
masculine, and not neuter; [comp. 1 Thes. L 9; 

1 Cor. viiL 4]). This language grants a oertaia 
permission, and gives a gracious invitation, thus 
cheering and elevating the soul; hence evayyeX* 
The living God, as contradistinguished from the 
lifeless images and the imaginary forms of the 
gods, is also the Creator of heaven, of the earth, 
and of the sea—the three divisions of the uni¬ 
verse, to each of which the pagans assigned par¬ 
ticular gods. 

6. The demand that the people should turn 
(hriffTpfyetv) to the living God, assumed that 
the ways in which they had hitherto walked, 
were wrong ways. What is the sense? Paul 
says, with great forbearance: ‘God has hitherto 
permitted all nations [ir&vra rd bfrvq, i e., all the 
Gentiles.—T b.] to walk in their own ways.* He 
does not expressly declare that these were wrong 
ways, but this truth is indicated with sufficient 
distinctness for those who are willing to under- 
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stand. Nevertheless, God did not leave him¬ 
self unattested during this period. [De Wette 
thus explains the force of icairoi, (for whiqh see 
note 6, appended to the text): *Although (the na¬ 
tions were, at the same time, not guiltless, since) 
he left y etc.’— Tr.]. The testimonies which God 
gate of himself consisted altogether in benefits 
(hytr&oiroujv) in the natural world and in the 
sphere of physical life (verobc, kcuq. Kapir. ); but he 
gare all these ovpav&frev, in order to draw men 
towards heaven, which is, indeed, the habitation 
of God. Man’s gladness, expressed in the lan¬ 
guage of gratitude, was intended to draw his 
heart heavenward. The statement that God had 
filled men’s hearts with nourishment, assumes 
that the corporeal and spiritual are interwoven 
with each other; the heart, as the seat of all the 
perceptions and movements peculiar to man’s 
psychical life, is unquestionably filled with glad¬ 
ness, in consequence of the contentment which an 
adequate supply of nourishment affords. [“Hearts 
- - (that is) minds or souUy as the only real seat 
of all enjoyment, even when afforded by the 
body.” (Alex.).— Tr.] 

Vsr. 19, 20. And there came thither.— 
The arrival of certain Jews from the Pisidian 
Antioch and Iconium, (enfa&ov, they came to the 
inhabitants of the city) was, undoubtedly, notan 
accidental circumstance, but was occasioned by 
the tidings whioh they had received of the suc¬ 
cess that attended the labors of the apostles in 
lystra; here, too, they fully intended to cross the 
path of the missionaries. And it is a striking 
proof of the fickleness of the multitude (oi bx^oi 
both in ver. 18 and ver. 19), that they allowed 
the insinuations and representations (nei'&eiv) of 
the Jews, to produce such an amazing change 
in their sentiments. [“The Lycaonians were 

r verbially fickle and faithless. (The Schol. on 
IV. 88, 92, says: ’kiuoroi yap kvicdovec, 6c kcu 
’ kpurrorkiiic paprvpeh)”Conyb. and Hows. I. 208. 
—Tr.]. They now hurl stones with a murder¬ 
ous purpose at those to whom they had so re¬ 
cently intended to offer divine honors and sacri¬ 
fices. That the project of stoning the two men 
was devised by the Jews, may be readily conjec¬ 
tured, and the grammatical construction leads to 
this interpretation, although it is obviously the 
sense of the passage, that the people of Lystra, 
had been excited by these Jews, and had coop¬ 
erated with them. The disciples, ver. 20, that 
is, the recently converted inhabitants of Lystra, 
surrounded Paul, who was supposed to be dead, 
probably not for the purpose of burying him 
(Bengel), or, of protecting him (Ewald), but in 
order to ascertain whether he still lived, and was 
capable of receiving aid. Then Paul arose, and 
returned to the city, but left it on the following 
day, and proceeded to Derbe. (For Derbe, see 
Exio. note on ver. 4-7). [“We have now 
reached the eastern limit of the present expedi¬ 
tion.” (Hackett).— Tr.]. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. When Paul gazed on the lame man, it be¬ 
came apparent to him that the latter believed 
that he would obtain relief. The whole occur¬ 
rence hinges on this peculiar frame of mind of 


the cripple. Faith comes by the hearing of the 
word; and as faith, or the confident expectation 
of obtaining aid and deliver&noe, proceeded, in 
this instance, from the hearing of the word, so, 
too, faith, in every case in which it exists, is 
wrought by the preaching of the Gospel, Rom. x. 
14, 17. Even when redemption, or that which 
constitutes its central point, namely, the spiritual 
welfare or salvation of the soul, is not the direct 
object of faith—when faith is fixed rather on less 
central objects, or even on those which belong to 
the material world, still, if it is founded on the 
Saviour [comp, cases like Mt. viii. 10; ix. 22. 
xv. 28, etc.— Tr.], it is an acceptance of salva¬ 
tion which meets with divine favor. For aorrypta 
is not solely spiritual, as contradistinguished 
from that which is corporeal—it embraces the 
body, soul and spirit. If redemption can extend 
its influence from the spirit even to the body, 
penetrating, sanctifying, glorifying and redeem¬ 
ing the latter, even so this oudijvaiy ver. 9, may 
begin with the body, until, in its continual ad¬ 
vance, it extends to the soul and the spirit. 

2. The act of deifying the apostles originated 
in a combination of heathen superstition with 
truth. The latter consisted in the impression 
that divine omnipotence and grace interposed in 
the affairs of men; such was, in reality, the case 
at that time; the healing of the cripple was a 
miraculous and gracious act of God. But with 
this truth the people immediately combined their 
superstitious and polytheistic delusions respect¬ 
ing Zeus and Hermes, and appearances of their 
gods in human form (after the manner of the 
Docetm), Their purpose to offer sacrifice at once 
to the supposed gods, was the natural result of 
such conceptions. In what other manner could 
they offer thanks, divine honor, and adoration ? 
This ocourrenoe enables us to form a clearer view 
of the mode in which poganism itself originated. 
We are not authorized to declare that the latter 
is altogether a delusion, unmixed error, and sin. 
Pagan errors always cling to a truth for support. 
A pure and genuine feeling, accurate observa¬ 
tion, or an indistinct consciousness of the exis¬ 
tence of that which is divine, lies at the founda¬ 
tion. But the pagan thence draws a hasty and 
false inference: that which is natural and a 
created object, but in which the might, the good¬ 
ness, the punitive' power, etc. of God are re¬ 
vealed, is at once deified, and thus natural reli¬ 
gion—polytheism—or paganism in its various 
forms, is ushered into life. 

8. The peculiar character of the apostles is 
well sustained on this occasion. Their conduct 
is precisely the opposite of that of Herod Antipas 
in a similar case. The latter did not utter a 
single word for the purpose of restraining the 
people, when they deified him, ch. xii. 22 f. The 
apostles instantly protested, with grief and in¬ 
dignation, and as energetically as possible, in 
order to avert the sin of idolatry alike from 
themselves, to whom divine honor was to be paid, 
and from those who designed to offer such wor¬ 
ship. And yet, they were exposed to a tempta¬ 
tion of no ordinary kind. They might have thus 
reasoned:—‘These pagan prejudices should be 
treated with gentleness, for a spark of truth may 
be discerned in them; the honor paid to us per¬ 
sonally might subserve the oause of the Gospel; 
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indeed, the delusion respecting the appearances 
of gods on earth, might render services to the 
doctrine concerning Christ, the incarnate Son of 
God.’ But they would, in that case, have really 
premised that the end sanctifies the means. How 
often such views have been carried out in prac¬ 
tice I And, nevertheless, in place of promoting, 
they have always injured, the cause of truth, 
and impaired the honor of God. The apostles 
act promptly and with decision; they tear asun¬ 
der the web which idolaters are weaving, in 
place of aiding in the construction of it, and 
with fidelity and success maintain the honor of 
God. 

4. The apostles gained their objeot—the pre¬ 

vention of sin in the form of an idolatrous act— 
by imparting instructions of the utmost impor¬ 
tance. As an error cannot be successfully com¬ 
bated, unless we oppose to it the corresponding 
positive truth, Paul does not confine himself to a 
denial of the former. (We are, probably, not in 
error, if we suppose that it was he especially, 
who expressed the thoughts here recorded by 
Luke). He at once proceeds to state the truths, 
for a distinct declaration of which, the occasion 
called. They are the following: (a) The concep¬ 
tion of the living Ood t as contradistinguished 
from the fidraia; he doubtless here insisted on 
such characteristic features as reality, a real ex¬ 
istence, an absolute power of life, and self- 
determination; the singular number, 6 as 
contradistinguished from the plural, rd fidrcua 
rovra, bears testimony to the unity of God, or to 
monotheism. [But the author had said above, 
Exkq. notes, ver. 16-18 a., that roirruv was mas¬ 
culine; hence— ol pdraiot oirrot. —Te. 1. (ft) The 
conception of the creation of the world , as a free 
and independent act of God, by which all things 
that exist, were, without exception, called into 
being. This declaration, ver. 15, also involves 
a protest against the deification of a creature, 
(c) God's revelation of Himself granted at all 
times, and to all men, namely, through the me¬ 
dium of benefits connected with the world of na¬ 
ture, ver. 17. (d) The division of the times, in the 

history of the human race, into two periods, 
namely, the ante-Christian, and the Christian; 
the message of the Gospel, which commands men 
to turn, ver. 15, (evayyeXi^ etc.) belongs to the 
latter. The ante-Christian period, on the other 
hand, is characterised by the liberty which God 
had permitted all nations to enjoy, of walking in 
their own ways, ver. 16.—It is obvious that the 
words elaoe nopebea&ai cannot be reconciled with 
the predestinarian view, that the aberrations of 
the pagans resulted from a divine and uncondi¬ 
tional arrangement; they testify, on the contra¬ 
ry, with sufficient distinctness, to the freedom of 
man’s self-determination and development, which 
God had permitted, and conceded, in order that 
men might learn from experience, how far they 
could advance by their own efforts. 

5. It is evident that all these thoughts bear a 
Pauline impress. That view of history, espe¬ 
cially, which distinguishes between the period 
that preceded the appearance of Christ and the 
period of Christian revelation, is peculiar to the 
apostle Paul. The witness which he bears to 
the one living God, and to the creation of all 
things by Him, (which was so urgently demand¬ 


ed by the circumstanoes), does not, it is true, 
belong to the doctrinal points which distinguish 
Paul’s preaching from that of the other apostles; 
still, the truth which he here inculcates, is one 
of those which he continually represents as es¬ 
sential and fundamental truths of the GospeL 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 


Yin. 8. Jk cripple, etc.—Two miracles of a 
similar nature had been already recorded in tbb 
Acts, ch. iii, and ch. ix. 88 ff . The healing of 
precisely such sufferers is specially significant; 
it affords an image of the change which must 
take place in man’s spiritual state. When his eyes 
are open, when he hears the Gospel with his ears, 
and when his heart is touched, the whole work is 
not accomplished. The awakened sinner must 
learn to walk in the light 11 John L 7), to “lift 
up the hands which hang down, and the feeble 
knees.” (Hebr. xii. 12). (WilHger). 

Vs* 9. Who steadfastly beholding him 
... faith to be healed. —If the apostle looked 
so steadfastly at the feeble spark of faith in the 
cripple’s heart, how much more distinctly will 
the all-seeing eye of the Lord observe that spark 
in us! “0 Lord, are not thine eyes upon the 

truth [ upon faith, (Jerem. v. 8) as is 


translated by Sept Yulg. and Luther.—Tn.]?” 
(Ap. Past.).—The desire that we might obtain 
help, and tne confident expectation of obtaining 
it, essentially belong to genuine faith; and these 
features distinguish it alike from mere knowledge 
possessed by the mind, and from highly excited 
feelings of the heart (id.). 

Ykr. 10. Said - - Stand upright on thy 
feet. And he leaped and walked. —It was 
only necessary that the apostle should say: 
“Stand upright on thy feet.” The words: 4 in 
the name of Jesus Christ’ (ch. iiL 6), were no 
longer required. Christ was already present 
•(in consequenoe of the discourse of the apostle, 
and the faith of the cripplel, and had exhibited 
his power in the soul and the body of the suffer¬ 
er. It was only necessary that the latter should 
furnish, by his movements, the evidence of all 
that the Lord had done for him. (Williger). 

Van. 11-18. The gods are oome down to 
us, in the likeness of men.—If pagans re¬ 
cognise God as the author of universal benefits 
and works, what shall we think of those Chris¬ 
tians who blaspheme that whioh they neither re¬ 
cognise nor understand? (8tarke).—These hea¬ 
then fables of the appearances of gods, exhibit a 
presentiment of the truth; they indicate an ob¬ 
scure remembrance of the happiness of Paradise* 
when God walked with men, and they point, in 
a manner not understood by pagans themselves, 
to a restoration of the fallen and miserable crea¬ 
ture, through the incarnation of God in Christ. 
(Langbein).—The people observed that there was 
something divine in the apostles; but, in plaoe 
of discerning the divine character of their doo- 
trine and their office, they deify the apostles per¬ 
sonally, in order to harmonise the miraculous 
powers of the latter with their own superstition. 
Such is the course of the benighted world, when 
it forms an opinion of divine things. (Ap. Pa si.}. 
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—Carnal reason might hare deemed it expedient 
to employ this prejudioe as a means of opening 
an avenue for the Gospel, and of establishing the 
doctrine of the incarnation of the Son of God 
upon it. But the holy mind of the apostles con¬ 
temns such Tain means and foolish artifices. 
Tbe Gospel can extend its influence, without 
walking in crooked paths. The apostles preached 
not only with divine power, but also with divine 
purity, (id.).—They could have easily taken the 
plaee of the gods whom they had overthrown, 
but they preferred to confess that God had de¬ 
posited his treasure in earthen vessels [2 Cor. iv. 
7]. There is danger, even in our own day, that 
many may be converted to their pastor, as to a 
new idol. The modern world can offer its hon¬ 
ors with more delicacy than these people, who 
brought oxen and garlands, but the incense of 
the praise which the former offers, contains a 
far more virulent poison. When we cannot se¬ 
cure honor for the Lord Jesus, we should be con¬ 
tent to remain also ourselves without distinction 
and influence. (Rieger).—The deification of the 
creature constitutes the fundamental principle of 
heathenism, both in ancient and in modern times. 
For it is the disgrace and the curse of all who 
despise the incarnate Son of God, that, in their 
opinions, their knowledge and their labors, they 
slavishly follow human guides, as if these were 
gods who had descended from heaven; they offer 
to lofty minds, to heroes, and to imaginative po¬ 
ets, an unchristian “ worship of genius,” as if 
these were the saviours, and the original and di¬ 
vine types o f the human raoe. (Leonh. and Sp.). 

‘Ver. 14. Which when the apostles - - 
heard, they rent their clothes.— When the 
apostles suffer and are persecuted, they are tran¬ 
quil, and, as sheep before their shearers, open 
not their month; but when a carnal superstition 
attempts to overwhelm them with undue honors, 
they resist these snares of Satan with all their 
strength. «• This is the holy indignation whioh 
should be enkindled in the souls of God’s ser¬ 
vants, whenever He is robbed of the honor whioh 
is due to Him. That man will not readily Berve 
God with an upright heart, who is not animated 
by the ‘^odly jealousy,’ of which Paul speaks 
(2 Cor. xi. 2), and who does not watch over the 
honor of his Lord with as much perseverance 
and diligence, as a husband watches over the 
fidelity of his wife.” (Calvin).—But what would 
these apostles do, if they should witness the hon¬ 
or which is now paid to their bones, the adora¬ 
tion of their images, and the idolatry whioh is at 
present connected with their names? Leonh. and 
Bp.). 

Via. 15. We also are men of like pas- 
stone [condition] with yon. —A very salutary 
influence is exerted by pastors who minister 
•bout holy things [1 Cor. ix. 18], when they class 
themselves with the ohief of sinners, and testify 
that they are poor, miserable creatures, even as 
others, and are sustained solely by the grace of 
the Lord. Thus they awaken the desire and the 
hope of deliveranoe in unconverted men, and pre¬ 
vent the awakened, who may observe human in¬ 
firmities in them, from being offended. (Ap. 
Past.).—The Christian is never benefited by re¬ 
wiring the tribute of praise; Paul was even 
pained when a certain damsel followed him, ex¬ 


claiming aloud: * These men are the servants, 
etc.’ [Acts xvi. 17]. The Christian never forgets 
that he is a mere flower of the field, a shadow— 
in truth, nothing at all without the grace of God. 
When others extol him—his good qualities, his 
alms, his deeds, his merits—he says: ‘I, too, 
am a dying oreaturel’ (Leupold).— And preach 
unto you, that ye should turn, etc.—When 
the apostles proclaimed such doctrines, they en¬ 
gaged in a direct conflict with paganism; its 
idols are simply the powers of nature, the ado¬ 
ration of which can produce no other result than 
that of a still wider and more mournful depar¬ 
ture from the truth. But the Gospel, even with¬ 
in the pale of Christendom, is not yet delivered 
from its early contests with the worship of na¬ 
ture. The deification of it is sometimes veiled; 
at other times, unrestrained and bold. Nature, 
creation, and heaven, are lauded a thousand 
times, while the personal, thrice holy God, is 
scarcely named. The second artiole [of the 
Apostle’s Creed] is first of all set aside; the first 
article [“I believe in God the Father, Almighty, 
etc.”] can then no longer be retained; for he 
that nonoreth not the Son, honoreth not the 
Father which hath sent him [John v. 23]. (Lang- 
befn). 

Vbr. 16, 17. Who - - - suffered all na¬ 
tions to walk in their own ways. Never¬ 
theless he left not himself without wit¬ 
ness. —When God suffered the Gentiles to walk 
in their own ways—the ways of pride and dis¬ 
obedience, and, consequently, the ways of death 
and destruction—his punitive justice was pri¬ 
marily revealed; but his love and his compassion, 
which, although veiled, were not less active, 
sought by this course, whioh compelled men to 
taste the bitter fruits of sin, to awaken in their 
hearts an earnest desire after salvation, and to 
open an avenue for his grace. And even this 
course of ‘suffering them to walk in their own 
ways’, by no means implies that God ceased to 
observe these ways. While the Jews were ap¬ 
pointed to make the effort to obey the will of God 
consciously and with success, the task was as¬ 
signed to the Gentiles of endeavoring, by their 
own wisdom, to know God in his wisdom. And 
even as God often aided the Israelites in their 
feeble efforts, both by chastisements and by ben¬ 
efits, so, too, he permitted some rays of light to 
penetrate the gloom of heathenism. The bless¬ 
ings which God bestowed in the sphere of na¬ 
ture, were voices that spoke with sufficient loud¬ 
ness to awaken the slumbering thoughts of men, 
and direct their attention to the One true God, 
at least in the case of reflecting pagans. [Rom. 
i. 20.] (Williger).— Filling onr hearts with 
food and gladness. —God gives us rain and 
fruitful seasons, not merely in order that the 
wants of our bodies might be supplied, but also 
that our hearts might be cheered by such tem¬ 
poral blessings, and that we might gratefully 
praise the Lord and oonfide in his goodness. 
(Leonh. and Sp.). 

Vsr. 18. And with these sayings scarce 
restrained, etc.—To what Bevere labors and 
pains men submit in the service of false gods, 
while they do not willingly dedicate even one 
hour iu the week to the true and living God! 
And how difficult it is to free them from the ob- 


Digitized by L^ooQLe 


270 


THE ACTS OF* THE APOSTLES. 


vious folly of their yiperstition, while the sense¬ 
less words of 6 deceiver can often shake, and 
even destroy their faith ! The reason is plain: 
our natural heart loves darkness rather than 
light. (Leonh. and Sp.). 

Veb. 19. Having stoned Paul.— How fickle 
the world is! They first bring garlands—then, 
Btones ! (Starke).—Every generation ultimately 
stones it8 own gods; the only difference is found 
in the manner in which the stones are cast. 
(Ahlfeld).—Those who are the most courageous 
in assailing the kingdom of darkness, are sur¬ 
rounded by the most numerous foes; it is Paul, 
not Barnabas, who is stoned, (id.).—The retri¬ 
butive justice of God extends even to His chil¬ 
dren. Paul was pleased with the stoning of 
Stephen—he is now stoned himself, (id.).—-God 
had, unquestionably, wise reasons for preserving 
Paul from being stoned in Iconium, while he 
suffered that affliction to overwhelm him here in 
Lystra. May it not have been one of his pur¬ 
poses to condemn the more emphatically the di¬ 
vine worship which the people had intended to 
offer to the apostles? Thus, too, when pastors 
have attained undue influence, and have been 
inordinately honored, the afflictions with which 
they are visited, are often the more severe and 
humiliating. For the Lord does not intend to 
train his servants to be idols, but to be bearers 
of his cross. (Ap. Past.). i 

Veb. 20. As the disciples stood round 
about him, he rose up. —When the world I 
passes its sentence on the kingdom of Jesus, and 
on the sad lot of his people, it often deceives it- I 
self. Enemies rejoice, and exclaim: “Rase it, 
rase it [ Hebr . Make bare, make bare (margin)], 
even to th'e foundation thereof [Ps. cxxxvii. 7] ; 
let him never arise; let his remembrance perish 
from the earth [Job xviii. 17].” But the op¬ 
pressed rejoice, and say: “Rejoice not against 
me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise. 
(Micah vii. 8). For they that wait upon the 
Lord, etc. [Isai. xl. 81].”—The Lord delivered 
the martyr Numidicus in Carthage, in the time of 
Cyprian, in a similar manner [during the Dccian 
persecution, A. D. 249, and subsequently; Cypb. 
Ep. 18.— Tb.]. He had been severely burned, 
and then overwhelmed by a shower of stones, so 
that he was supposed to be dead. But when his 
daughter came to bury him, he arose and went 
with her to the city.— And came into the 
city. —Did he then return to the city in which 
he had nearly been killed? Was not such a step 
too hazardous to be taken? The apostles had 
indeed fled once before, ver. 5, 6; but such a 
course is not expedient at all times. Circum¬ 
stances may occur, which require us to return 
to a spot whence we had been ignominiously ex¬ 
pelled. It was necessary to show the discour¬ 
aged heathen converts, that Paul was still alive. 
(Gossner). 

On thb whole section. — Veb. 8-20. How 
does the Christian deal with those who offer him 
honors that • belong to Ood alone t I. He testifies 
that their blindness grieves and pains him; II. 
He humbly confesses his own infirmities; III. 
He boldly proclaims the majesty of God. (Leu- 
pold).— The idolatry practised in our day: I. Its 
objects; II. Its source; III. Its fruits. (Leonh. 
and Sp.).— Our God, demonstrated its the living 


God: I. By the creation and preservation of the 
world, ver. 16, 16; II. By the redemption of the 
world in Christ Jesus, ver. 16 [tvayyeX.] ; IIL 
By his judgments, in the ease of mi tire nations, 
as well as of individuals, ver. 16. (ib.).— The 
sinfulness of the adoration of the saints in the Romish 
church: I. The mode in which it is offered; II. 
Its sinfulness. (Lisco). — The conflict between 
Christianity and Heathenism: I. Christianity con¬ 
tends against the deification of men, while it 
proclaims the incarnation of God; II. It contends 
against the worship of nature, while it proclaims 
the living God as the Lord of creation; III. It 
contends against man’s inclination to walk in 
his own ways, while it commands him to walk 
in the way of God’s commandments. (Langbein). 

Veb. 21. The gods are come down, etc.— 

I. These words, when pronounced by heathens, 
proceed from folly and self-delusion: (<*) they 
express, indeed, the indistinct longing of the 
heart of man, who seeks a condescending and 
compassionate God; but (6) they also betray 
man’s ignorance of the unapproachable majesty 
of Him who alone is holy, and who is invisible; 
nevertheless, these words, II. Involve a precious 
truth relating to the kingdom of Christ: (a) they 
direct attention to the mystery of the incarnation 
of God in Christ; ( b) illustrate the blessedness 
of the human race, when it is reconciled to God. 
—Turn from these vanities unto the living 
God. — These words , considered as a solemn warn¬ 
ing addressed to idolaters among us: I. What are 
your gods? Mammon ? The belly [Phil. iii. 19]? 
Mortals? Your own self? Nature? Art? etc. 

II. What aid can these afford ? Can they secure 
your happiness in this world, or in the world to 
come ? Therefore, III. While it is said, To-day 
if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts 
[Hebr. iii. 16]; turn from these vanities unto 
the living God! He exhibits in the visible and 
fleeting world a reflection of his glory, through 
the medium of his gifts, ver* 16-17; but it is in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ that his divine majesty 
and his condescending grace are folly revealed. 
— God revealed in nature (ver. 16-17): I. As the 
Almighty Creator, ver. 16; II. As the gracious 
Preserver, ver. 17: III. As the holy Ruler of the 
world, ver. 16.— The book of the world (nature 
and history), viewed as an introduction to the Book 
of books: I. By its revelations, all of which con¬ 
duct to the living God of the Bible; II. By its 
mysteries (sin and death), the solution of whieh 
is found in the Gospel alone.— The sacrifices with 
which God is well pleased [Hebr. xiii. 16], ver. 
14-18: I. Offered, not to dumb idols, or to mor¬ 
tal men, but to the living God, the Giver of every 
good gift; II. Consisting, not of the fruits of the 
field, or of animals adorned with garlands, that 
is, not of any external gifts or works; but of 
penitent, believing, and obedient hearts.— Paul 
in Lystra, , or, The steady progress of a servant of 
God through this fickle and perverse world: I. Its 
garlands do not deceive him f worldly prosperity, 
and popular favor do not fill nim with pride; he 
always ascribes, with an humble spirit, all the 
glory to God alone, ver. 8 ff.); II. Its stones do 
not crush him (the hatred of men, and insults 
offered by the world, cannot cast him down; he 
walks with a firm step amid all his afflictions, 
sustained by the power of hh» Lord, ver. 19 ff.). 
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| HI. Paul and Barnabas , on returning to Antioch [m Syria], pass through Lystra, Iconium and the 
Pisidian Antioch , strengthening and encouraging the newly-formed congregations in those places , and 
completing their organisation . 

Chapter XIV. 21-28. 

21 And when [after] they had preached the gospel 1 to that city, and had taught 
many [gained numerous disciples] *, they returned again [om. again] to Lystra, and to 

22 Iconium, and* Antioch, * Confirming [Strengthening] the souls of the disciples, and 
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and [teaching them] that we must through 

23 much tribulation [many afflictions] enter into the kingdom of God. *And when 
they had ordained [chosen] them elders in every church, and had prayed with 
fasting, they commended them [congregation, they commended them with prayer and 

24 fasting] to the Lord, on whom they \_plup, had] believed. *And after they had 

25 passed throughout Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia. *And when they had preached 

26 [spoken] the word in Perga, they went down into Attalia: *And thence sailed [away] 
to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended [commended] to the grace of 

27 God for the work which they [had now] fulfilled. *And when they* were come [But 
after they had arrived here], and had gathered the church [congregation] together, 
they rehearsed 4 [announced] all that [how much] God had done with them, and how 

28 [that 8rt ] he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. *And there 6 they 
abode long [not a little] time [in intercourse] with the disciples. 

1 Ver. 21. a. [Lach. and Tisch. insert the participle present, from A. D. B. H., instead of the part. aor. of text, rec., 
which is found in B (e nil). G. G. and also in Cod. Sin. The latter reading is preferred by Alf., -who regards the former as 
a eirrection after ver. 7. — The original writer of Cod. 8in. omitted all the words intervening in text rec. boween tit rijr 
in ver. 20 and ttctitnfy koX paB. in ver. 2t Tiachendorf remarks here as foUows, in the noto, p. LXIX.: “ tKtttrnv : 
pnnrtis poeitis rnrsunqne deletis C preeposuit k<u nj ew. t(rjA. <rvv tw flap, tit top. tvayytAurafityoi rt nfv voAiv.” This 
reading precisely agrees with that of text. rec. —Tb.| 

* Ver. 21. b. [For the words: had taught many, the margin of the Bngl. Bible furnishes the following more literal ver- 
rion of umtoirtwrarrtt U.: had made many disciples. (Wiclif, Tynd., Cranmer, Geneva, Eheims: had taught many.).—Alex- 
aa-ier (Commentary) translates: having discipled many. —Tr.1 

* Ver. 21. c. [Lach. (and latterly, Tisch.), and Alf. with whom de Wette concurs, prefix tit both to *1 m6v., and to 'Avr., 
with A. C. X. and Cod. Sin. as the original reading; the preposition is omitted by text. rec. in accordance with B (e sll> D. 
0. II.-Tn.l 

4 Ver. 27. [In place of the aorist of text. rec. from E. G. H. (“a correction to aorist as more usual.” Alf.), Lach. Tisch. 
and Alf. insert the imperfect from A. B. C.; the latter occurs also in Cod. Sin.; the reading of D. is aiofryciAoi'.—T r.] 

4 Ver. 28. [«x«t before yp., inserted by text, rec., from K. G. H. is omitted by Lach. Tisch. Alf. and other editors, in ac¬ 
cordance with A. B. C. D., Vulg. It is omitted in Cod. Sin.—T r.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

V fr. 21-28. a. And when they had preach¬ 
ed the gospel in that city, etc.—The preach¬ 
ing of the Gospel in Derbe seems to have been 
followed by the happiest results; the statement 
that the apostles had made Uavobc disciples, per¬ 
mits us to assume that thd converts were quite 
numerous. [And as Derbe is not “ enumerated, 
2 Tim. iii. 11, with Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra, 
as the scene of any of Paul's sufferings, we may 
perhaps infer that none befell him there.” (Alf.). 
—Tr.]. It is, besides, not probable that the two 
missionaries hastened to depart from this city, 
where their labors •met with no opposition.— 
From this point they returned to Syria, without, 
however, taking the road which was, geographi¬ 
cally, the nearest, namely, through the province 
of Cilicia, which bordered on Lycaonia on the 
wrath-east; their course at first conducted them 
farther from Syria, through the same cities which 
they visited on their approach to Derbe. They 
can have had no other motive in proceeding in 
inch a direction than that of visiting all the con¬ 
gregations which had been gathered on this mis¬ 
sionary journey, and, of establishing them more 
Irmly, both in their external and their internal 


affairs. As the circumstances seemed to impose 
this duty on them, they revisited, after leaving 
Derbe, the three cities of Lystra, Iconium, and 
Antioch in Pisidia, in which they had success¬ 
fully founded congregations. 

b. The statements in ver: 21-23 refer, sum¬ 
marily, to the three cities, or, rather, to the 
four; for, before the apostles departed from 
Derbe, they doubtless adopted the same course 
there, which seems, it is true, according to the 
grammatical construction, to be described only 
in the case of Lystra, Iconium and Antioch. 
Their labors assumed, partly, a direct form— 
words and acts; partly, an indirect form—prayer 
to God. In the former case, they endeavored to 
strengthen the souls of individuals by the word of 
doctrine and exhortation, urging them to adhere 
with fidelity to the faith which they had received, 
and to remain steadfast. They also represented 
ito Uie believers (for bri implies that napoKalelv 
here includes hahelv or dttidoiceiv), that the way 
to the kingdom of God, would necessarily (del) 
oonduct them through many trials. Such in¬ 
structions and pepresentations, which tended to 
strengthen their bouIs. were the more appropriate 
and necessary, as persecution and affliction might 
have otherwise perplexed their minds, and in¬ 
duced them to renounce their faith.—Paul and 
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Barnabas sought, moreover, to strengthen the and prayed, commended the new converts to the 
congregation*, as such, by adopting a certain Lord, whom these had received in faith; that is, 
measure of a practical character: they supplied the apostles besought Jesus Christ to grant to 
the latter with elders, who might lead and di- these converts his gracious presence, promote 
rect them— irpeopvrepovc naf ktuchjatjav, i. e., not their growth in the divine life, and bestow his 
one elder, but several elders, in each congregation; protection on them. (Jlagaridevai is, namely, 
the customs of the Israelite authorities alone, specially employed, in those cases in which an 
without referring to other considerations, show object, which is to be subsequently returned, is 
that no other view can be entertained [comp, intrusted to the care of another, or deposited 
also ch. xx. 17; Tit i. 5 .—Tr.].—S ome doubt, with him— Jidei alicujus committer* , servandum a 
however, attends the mode of presentation indi- custodiendum tradere). 

eated by the words: xetporoidjoavrec avrolf. Did Ver. 24, 25. Passed throughout PUddia. 
Paul and Barnabas nominate suitable men solely —The apostles, on their road to the sea-coast, 
on their own authority, and in aocordance with again visited Perga (ch. xiii. 18), in the province 
their own judgment, or did they induce the con- of Pamphylia, where they preached the Gospel, 
gregations to elect these officers? Xetporovelv although the narrative does not state whether 
signifies: to raise the hands; to vote , elect, by their efforts were successful. They finally reached 
stretching out the hands. The expression accord- the coast (Kari^tjaav) at Attalia [Attaleia, with 
ingly suggests the thought that the apostles may the accent on the third syllable.— Tr.1, a sea- 
have appointed and superintended a congrega- port on the south-east of Perga, near the bonn- 
tional election. And this view is supported by aary line of Lycia; it received its name from its 
the circumstances related in ch. vi. 2 ff., when founder, Attalus Philadelphus, king of Perg&mus 
the Twelve directed that the election of the Seven [who ascended the throne 159 B. C.— Tr.]. 
should be held. Indeed, the very nature of the Here the missionaries took ship, and, after sail- 
case would seem to have required that the apos- ing in an eastern direction, towards Seleucia and 
ties should be guided in their decision by public, the Orontes, at length reached Antioch, 
opinion, and by the confidence reposed by the- Ver. 26. Whence they had been recom- 
memberB of the congregation in certain individ- mended, etc.—At the close of this narrative, 
uals. [The author remarks .in his work, to which constitutes a complete and independent 
which he refers below, that the word *«por. may whole, Luke refers to the beginning, ch. xiii 2, 
possibly here bear the sense of: appointing a con - 8, and connects the completion of the work of the 
gregational election. “It is, however, more pro- missionaries ttirM/puoav rd Ipyov) with the prayers 
bable,” he adds, “that the word is here used in of the Antiochian congregation (xiii. 3) that the 
the general sense: to elect, so that it neither states protecting grace of God might attend them (t<z- 
directly that the elders were appointed by the paded. ry x • r * deoiv). This journey, which may 
authority and according to the judgment (of the have occupied Paul and Barnabas during a pe- 
apostles), nor does it expressly include any active riod of two or three years (46-48 A. D.), con- 
participation of the congregation. But, in any ducted them not only to the island of Cyprus, but 
case, the confidence and the judgment of the also through an extensive district in the south- 
members were necessarily taken into considera- eastern quarter of Asia Minor. The results, in 
tion.” This explanation would be more appro- addition to individual cases of conversion, were, 
priate if the participle passive had occurred here, at least, four Christian congregations, (consist- 
e . g. “elders having been appointed.” See be- ing principally of converted pagans) which wire 
low, Doctr. No. 2.— Tr.]. —These congregations organized with a fair prospect that they would 
of Asia Minor were remote from their mother- continue to flourish. 

ohuroh at Antioch in Syria, and the pressure of Ver. 27, 28. And when they were come 
certain local wants began to be felt. For they [had arrived], etc.—When Paul and Barnabas 
were at once severed from the synagogue, reached Antioch, they called together the oon- 
and were thus reduced to the necessity of form- gregation by which they had been sent forth and 
ing a society of their own, and the hostility of commended to the grace of God; they designed 
the Jewish population which surrounded them, to give an acoount not only of all that they them - 
imperatively demanded that they should exhibit selves had done, but also, and, indeed, primarily, 
a compact and independent organization. As a of all that Ood had done, who had been with 
natural result, it became indispensably necessary them ; {fief avrav is not equivalent to dC airrCnr 
that this congregational organization should be [which occurs in ch. xv. 12 .—Tr.], but signifies: 
placed under the direction of certain officers.— being with them, succoring them [comp. e, g. ch. 
Schrader ( Paulus, V. 648) doubts the historical vii. 9; Bom. xvi. 20 .—Tr. 1).—The 4ipa nkrrasc 
accuracy of the statement in the passage before which God opened unto thfl Gentiles, does not 
us, and conjectures that an arrangement of a refer simply to any external opportunity or any 
later date is, without reason, assigned to this exhortation that they should believe, such as God 
early period, and ascribed to the apostles; see provided for them through the missionary jour- 
my [work, entitled] Apost. und nachapost, Zeitaltere ney of the two messengers; it also designates an 
[The Apostolic and Post-apostolic Age ], 2d ed. p. internal opening through the gracious influences 
858 ff. [The author, among other considerations, of the Holy Ghost—a willingness to believe, which 
here adduces the fact that elders presided over had been awakened in them, and which God had 
the church in Jerusalem at a period anterior to given. [Comp. 1 Cor. xvi. 9; 2 Cor. ii. 12; CoL 
this journey of Paul, ch. xL 80, etc., etc.—T r.]. iv. 8, and elcodoc, 1 These, i. 9 —Tr.].—T he < xp4- 
On each ocoasion on which Paul and Barnabas ro? owe oXlyoc which Paul and Barnabas passed 
took leave of a congregation, they engaged in with the disciples, that is, the congregation at 
solemn religious exercises, and while they fasted Antioch, is an expression which allows us to o<ms- 
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jecfcure that several yean were thus spent, doubt¬ 
less with great benefit alike to the two mission¬ 
aries and to the congregation itself. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL.* 

1. The conception of the kingdom of Qod, as in¬ 
dicated in ver. 22, obviously includes something 
that lies beyond the bounds of this world, and 
cannot refer exclusively to the latter; we are told 
that we can enter into the fiaaikeia tov deov only 
through many tiMfete. These dTlipetg are the 
road, not the place of destination—the gate, not 
the house itself. And yet, those who endure 
these are already devout and believing 

souls, who abide in faith ( tfifibcvres ry irltrrei). 
As long as they are passing through 
they have not yet entered into the kingdom of 
God. That kingdom, therefore, as it is obvious, 
lies beyond these and is a kingdom of 

blessedness. Those who walk through tribula¬ 
tions, already walk in faith, and are members of 
the church of Christ Still, they belong to the 
church militant; after they have entered in, they 
belong to the reigning and triumphant church, 
to the fiaotXeta tov deov. ‘‘The Church” and 
“The kingdom of God”, are not equivalent 
terms: the former is the court; the latter, the 
sanctuary, or, rather, the Holiest of all [Hebr. 

lx. 2 , 8]. 

2. The wisdom of the course adopted by the 
apostle of the Gentiles, as a teacher and ruler in 
the church, and his mode of action, as taught by 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, are strikingly 
illustrated in ver. 22, 28, and tarnish a type and 
a model for succeeding times. We can here per¬ 
ceive the happy combination, and the genuine 
and reciprocal influence, of teaching and ruling 
—of the action of man and the action of divine 
grace. It is the firm conviction of the apostles 
that the congregation which had recently been 
planted, could be protected and strengthened 
solely by the presence and grace of Christ. Hence 
they commend these congregations, with genuine 
earnestness of spirit, and with fasting and prayer, 
to the care of the Lord, who is the strong tower 
and the rock of all believers. But their trust in 
God is far from assuming a fanatical character; 
hence they labor personally, by word and deed, 
to strengthen and establish those newly formed 
congregations as firmly as their own means ad¬ 
mit They do not, however, primarily resort to 
human arrangements or plans, as if these consti¬ 
tuted a guarantee of success, but, first of all, 
speak words of exhortation and instruction, of 
consolation and promise ( Trapaxalovvreq )—all 
founded on the word of God. Nevertheless, the 
apostles do not agree with those who wish to re¬ 
linquish all to the influence of the word exclu¬ 
sively, who assign no value whatever to forms, 
rights, and ordinances of the ohurch, and who 
dispense with them entirely. On the contrary, 
they invested certain persons in every congre¬ 
gation with the office of elders, in order that these 
congregations might acquire that social and in¬ 
dependent character, which the circumstances 
required; the means which they adopted appear 
to have consisted of an election on the part of 
each congregation. And yet, these were newly 


formed societies, whose Christian experience had 
been comparatively brief, whose Christian char¬ 
acter had not yet been subjected to the trial of 
time, and whose views cannot, at that period, ba 
supposed to have been very profound. But that 
these elders were exclusively, or even chiefly 
preachers and teachers, may be confidently de¬ 
nied, already for the reason that the elders of 
the Israelites were by no means invested with 
the office of teachers, and the functions of the 
tv pea fibrepoi who are mentioned in ch. xi. 80, are 
those of rulers and administrators, but not of 
teachers. 

8. The conclusion of this section (ch. xiii. and 
xiv.l, like other passages with which we have al¬ 
ready met, deeply impresses us with the truth, 
that all the noble acts of the apostles, and all the 
momentous, glorious and victorious acts of be¬ 
lievers, were, in reality, acts of God, and of the 
Lt>rd Jesus Christ himself. He was with them 
(uer’ (tvrojVf ver. 27)— He opened the door of 
faith unto the Gentiles. The apostles undoubted¬ 
ly completed (krrTJjpuoaVj ver. 26) the work, but 
they succeeded solely through the grace of God 
to which they had been oommended. The bless¬ 
ing and increase, the fruit and result, the honor 
hnd glory—all belong to Him! This is the les¬ 
son which the Redeemer teaches; this is the con¬ 
viction of the apostle Paul himself, 1 Cor. xv. 10; 
this is now, and forever will be, the truth. 


HOMILETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vkr. 21. And when they had preached 
- - returned to Lystra, etc.—With what ar¬ 
dent love the heart of the apostle must have been 
inspired, if, after having been stoned, he imme¬ 
diately returned to that city, and, far from sur¬ 
veying his enemies with imbittered feeling, 
could resume the preaching of the Gospel with 
meekness and pitying love, firmly resolved not to 
discontinue fiis labors, although the result should 
be his death! Ought nQt such earnestness of 
purpose, while it puts us to shame, also cheer 
and encourage us? (Ap. Past.).—The wounds of 
the apostle are still bleeding; yet he already re¬ 
sumes the preaching of the cross of Christ; his- 
very wounds preaoh concerning the power of 
faith. (Leon, and 8p.). 

Yer. 22. Confirming the sonls, etc.—Be¬ 
hold here the work of the ministry , in its wholfe 
extent: I. evayyeMZeiv, to preach Christ, ver. 21; 
II. fia&trrebetv, to instruct individuals, and matte 
them disciples, ver. 21 ; III. emorypi^eiv, to* 
strengthen and establish in faith and sanctifica¬ 
tion, ver. 22; IV. irapaKafaiv, to exhort and 
comfort in tribulation, ver. 22. (Ap. Past.).— 
That we must through much tribulation, 
etc.—This truth should be diligently preached 
to all Christians; the Church withers away amid 
scenes of levity; but the more she weeps, the 
more gloriously she flourishes. The vine which 
God prunes, grows luxuriantly. (Starke).—The 
consolation which they left behind, when they 
took leave of those who had but recently become 
disciples, was not this: ‘Our tribulation will 
Boon come to an end, 1 but rather: ‘Tribulation 
is coming—it must come; ye must make known 
by this badge that ye belong to the order of the 
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Cross.' (Williger).—That word “must” has a 
gloomy sound, it is true, but the necessity is not 
imposed by a blind and rigid fate; it proceeds, 
first, from the appointment of God, so that be¬ 
lievers might in this manner be conformed to 
Christ (Rom. viiL 171; secondly, from the enmi¬ 
ty which was, at the beginning, put between 
Christ and Satan (Gen. iiL 15), and, lastly, from 
the urgent need that our corrupt flesh should be 
crucified (2 Cor. iv. 16). (Starke).—Thinkest 
thou that thou wilt enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven without the cross and tribulation ? But 
neither Christ, nor any one of his most beloved 
friends and saints had the power or the will to 
do so. Ask any one of the triumphant citixens 
of heaven whom thou wilt; they will all respond: 
4 We attained to the glory of God by the cross 
and chastisements.' Then, take the yoke of the 
Lord upon thee, which is light and easy for them 
that lore him. Stand faithfully by the cross 
which blooms with virtues, and drops with the 
oil of grace. What else dost thou desire? This 
is the true, the holy, the perfect way, the way of 
Christ, the way of the righteous and elect. 
Carry the cross with a willing heart, and it will 
carry and guide thee thither, where thy sorrovA 
will end, and where thou wilt find all for which 
thy soul has longed. (Thom. Aquinas).—If the 
head was crowned with thorns, the members can¬ 
not expect garlands of roses. (Seriver).—O how 
blessed wc Christians are 1 We have the pledge 
of the Father’s love in our hearts; we hold in our 
hands the cup of sorrow, which unites us with 
the Saviour in the fellowship of the cross. That 
crown is in our view, which follows after the 
fellowship of the cross. Who, then, can be dis¬ 
mayed or be sad ? (Tholuck). 

Ver. 23. Ordained [chosen] them elders 
- - - prayed with fasting - - - commend¬ 
ed them to the Lord. —The apostles judged 
that the office of teachers was needed even among 
believers, and therefore furnished their new con¬ 
gregations with elders; they did not, however, 
authorize the latter to exercise dominion over 
the faith [2 Cor. i. 24] of the members, but com¬ 
mended all to the Lord on whom they had 
believed. This is the just medium between the 
two extremes of an exoessive exaltation of the 
office of the ministry, on the one hand, and of an 
entire rejection of it, on the other. (Ap. Past.). 
—When we can no longer hold intercourse perso¬ 
nally with those whom we love, or provide for 
them, it becomes our duty to offer believing 
prayer to God in their behalf, and then dismiss 
all fear. (Starke).—To establish system and or¬ 
der in congregations that have been recently 
gathered, is not a less important work than that 
of gathering them through the medium of the 
Gospel. (Williger). 

Ver. 27. And when they were come 
... he had opened the door of faith onto 
the Gentiles. —He that hath the key of David 
[Rev. iii. 7], can open every door. But let no 
preacher presume to take the key into his own 
hand, nor let him entertain the vain opinion that 
he himself can open the hearts of men; let him 
beseech the Lora to do that work, and then give 
all the glory to Him. (Gossner).—God opens 
three doors* when any work that leads to the sal¬ 
vation of men, is performed—the door of the 


teacher’s mouth—the door of the hearer's ear—* 
and that of his heart. (Starke).—And the fourth 
and last door is that of heaven!—We should not 
observe silence respecting the works and won¬ 
ders wh^ch God has wrought, but, in sincere 
humility, proclaim them aloud, so that others, 
besides ourselves, may praise the goodness and 
almighty power of God. (Starke).— The work 
which they fulfilled, ver. 26.—Such honor 
attended Jesus, when he went to the Father: “I 
have finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do” [John xvii. 4]. And nothing but such a 
faithful performance of the work assigned to us, 
can bear honorable testimony in our behalf, when 
we depart from the world. 

Veb. 28. And there they abode, etc.—The 
repose of faithful servants of God is, as it were, 
only a change of labor. (Quesnel). 

On the whole section.—Ver. 21-28. A de¬ 
scription of the labor* of the apostles: I. They per¬ 
mit no persecutions to arrest their progress; IL 
They convey the word to those who are still 
strangers to it; III. They strengthen the faith 
of new converts; IV. They organize congrega¬ 
tions; V. They deliver an account of their labors. 
(Lisco).— The blessings which flow from the preach¬ 
ing of the Gospel to heathens: it bestows a bless¬ 
ing, I. On the messengers of the word (their 
faith is established by their experience of divine 
support in affliction, ver. 20-22); IL On those 
who are converted (pagan vices are succeeded 
by a holy life—fables yield to the divine word, 
ver. 23-25); III. On those who send the mes¬ 
sengers (increase of faith—deeper love). (From 
Lisco).— The return of Paul and Barnabas, an 
image of our return to our heavenly home: it is an 
image, I. Of the varied experience of believers on 
the road, ver. 20-22; II. Of the great purposes 
of their journey, ver. 23-25; III. Of their ar¬ 
rival at home, ver. 26-28. (Lisco).— The consola¬ 
tions derived from the saying: We must through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God: L 
Viewed as, in truth, a prediction of Christ, it 
deprives tribulation of all its startling features; 
II. It reveals to us the state of our hearts by na¬ 
ture, and the design of tribulation; III. It im¬ 
parts clearer views than we would otherwise 
entertain respecting the relation in which both 
the kingdom of Christ and we ourselves stand to 
the world. (Harless).— The way of tribulation: 

I. Those who walk in it: all true Christiana— 
“we.” (Therefore, be not alarmed). II. The 
necessity of walking it—“must.” (Therefore, 
do not draw back). III. Its nature; it is rude 
and long, but not made by us—“through muen 
tribulation.” (Therefore, do not despond). IV. 
Its end: salvation—“into the kingdom of God.” 
(Therefore, do not neglect this great salvation)! 
(Florey).— The blessings which the cross conveys to 
us: I. It exposes the vanity of earthly happiness, 
and thus urges us to seek for heavenly treasures; 

II. It exhibits the fickleness of human love, and 
thus urges us to seek pur help in the Lord alone; 

III. It reveals to us our own weakness, and thus 
urges us to labor that we may be strong in the 
Lord. (Leon, and Sp.).— How may we, as good sol¬ 
diers of Christ [2 Tim. ii. 3], fight a good fight [2 
Tim. iv. 7]? (ver. 19-28). I. By accepting 
affliction at once, in a spirit of humility; IL By 
encouraging one another to hold faith and a good 
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conscience Tl Tim. i. 19]; m. By faithfully and 
perseveringly leaning on the Lord in prayer. 
(Langbein).— The office of the evangelical pastor: 
I Its sorrows and dangers, Ter. 19; II. Its duties 
and labors. Ter. 20-23; III. Its yiotories and 
joys, rer. 24-27.— The consolations of a shepherd 
on taking leave of his flock: I. The good Beed, 
which already begins to grow, Ter. 21, 22; II. 
The faithfal fellow-servants, to whom he resigns 
the floek, Ter. 23; III. The great Shepherd 
[Hebr. xiii. 20], to whose care he intrusts the 
souls of the people, Ter. 28.—“My word that 
goeth forth oat of my moath, shall not return unto 
me Toid ” [IsaL It. 11]—illustrated and verified 
by the results of the first mission among 
heathens.—“The Lord hath done great things 
for us ”—such is the hymn of praise of all faith¬ 
ful servants of God, when they oast a retrospec¬ 
tive glance at their pilgrimage, Ter. 27. This 


language expresses, I. The lively joy with whioh 
they surrey all that the Lord has done for them, 
and through them; II. The deep humility pro¬ 
duced by the conviction that all the honor be¬ 
longs unto the Lord alone.— [From whence 
they had been recommended to the grace 
of God, ver. 26. The consciousness that we are walk - 
ing in the path of duty: I. Its value: (a) in sea¬ 
sons of affliction; (6) when stern duties are im¬ 
posed; (c) when happiness attends us; II. Its 
absolute necessity: (a) without it, we are un¬ 
faithful to our Creator; (6) ungrateful to our 
Saviour; (c) unprepared to meet our Judge; IIL 
Means by which it may be acquired and main¬ 
tained: (a) clear views of our true position on 
earth; (©) continued self-examination and pray¬ 
er; (c) conscientious use of the means of graoe. 
—Tr.J 


8ECTION II. 

PAUL AND BARNABAS, THE APOSTLES OP THE GENTILES, ARE SENT FROM ANTIOCH 
TO JERUSALEM, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ARRANGING MATTERS THAT CONCERNED 
GENTILE-CHRISTIANS; THE PROCEEDINGS IN JERUSALEM, AND THEIR RESULTS. 

Chapter XV. 1-36. 

A. —THE JUDAIZING DEMAND RESPECTING CIRCUMCI8I0N PRODUCES AH EXCITEMENT IN ANTIOCH ; PAUL 
AND BARNABAS ARE COMMISSIONED TO PROOBED TO JBRU8ALEM IN RBFERXNCB TO THIS SUBJECT? 
THEIR JOUBNET, AND THB OCCURRENCES WHICH FIRST TOOK PLACE ON THEIR ARRIVAL. 

Chapter XY. 1-6. 

1 And certain men which [who] came down from Jndea taught the brethren, and 
eaid [ om . and said,], Except ye [If ye do not suffer yourselves to] be circumcised 1 

2 after the manner [usage] of Moses, ye cannot be saved. * When‘therefore Paul and 
Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation [contention] * with them, they deter¬ 
mined [arranged] that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other [some others] of them, 
should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question [contro- 

3 versy]. *And [So then] being brought [conducted] on their way by the church, they 
passed [journeyed] through Phenice ana Samaria, declaring [relating] the conversion 

4 of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren. *And [But] when 
they were come to [arrived at] Jerusalem, they were received* of [by] the church, 
and of [by] the apostles and elders, and theydeckred [announced to them] all things that 

5 [how much] God had done with them. *But [Then, dl] there rose up^ certain [some] 
of the sect of the Pharisees which believed [who had become believers], saying, That 
it was needful to circumcise them, and [saying, It is necessary to circumcise them, and] 
to command them to keep the kw of Moses. 

i Ver. 1. wmpiTfutO^rt, instead of repirlpniof* [of text rec M from E. G. H.], is sufficiently sustained [by A. B. C. D. Cod. 
fin.}, and baa therefore been preferred by all the recent critics; the present tense, on the other hand, appears to be leas 
exact. [r« not only, as in text rec M precedes If«, bnt is also inserted after it by Lech, and Tisch. from A. B. 0. and also 
Cod. Sin 4 it is omitted after cfct by D. B. G. H. and by Alf.—T*.] 

* Ver 2. funfrfK, which with km [before it], is entirely wanting in one MS. (E) [as well as in the Vulg.l is (hr better 
sustained [by A. B. C. D. Q. H. God. Sin.] than ovfyrfrnH [of text rec.], which is not found in a single undial MS. [The 
latter is a correction from ver. 7. (Meyer).—Tx.] 

* Ver. 4. wajxMvfiprai' is supported only by a minority of the MS8., it is true [A. B. D (corrected)^ Cod. Bin., and 
adopted by Lacn., Tisch., Born., and Alf.], but it is, nevertheless, the original reading: drcfoyf. [of text, rec.] was substi¬ 
tuted only because the former word is unusual. [The latter is found in C. E. G. H., nearly all the minnscnlee, some 
Ethers, «tc M and la regarded by Meyer as the genuine reading.—Tn.] 
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4 Ver. 6. [In the margin of the English Bible, the translator! offer another interpretation, according to which Tone § 
is not a part of Lake’s narrative, but a quotation which he gives from the report of Paul and Barnabas; hence, they in¬ 
sert in tne margin in Italics the words “said they ” between “rose up” and “certainBee the Eoa.note on the pas¬ 
sage, below.—Tn.] 


EXEGETIOAL AND CEITIOAL. 

Vsm. 1. a. And certain men which came 
down. —The arrival of these men from Judea, 
and the declarations which they made in Antioch, 
plainly show that very serious difficulties had 
arisen, involving a principle of vast importance, 
whioh not only needed elucidation, but which it 
was indispensable that all shonld distinctly rec¬ 
ognize and adopt. The men who created the 
confusion, which was now continually increasing, 
are described by Luke as bird nfr ’lovdaiac, 
that is, they belonged to Jndea, or, they came 
from it. The words do not simply contain a geo¬ 
graphical notice, but also allude to sentiments 
and modes of thought whioh were preeminently 
Jewish. The [later] Syriac version [in the mar¬ 
gin], and Cod. 8 [named Stepkani id, a cursive or 
minusoule ms. of an unoertain date, and also 
Cod. 187, named Ambrotianu* 97, of the eleventh 
oentury, in the text (Alf.)—Tn.] insert after 
’I ovdalqf the words: rCsv ireirurrevKdriJv and rrfc 
alf&oeo c t<jv tayioaluv ; they are, it is true, inter¬ 
polated from ver. 6, as an explanation, but no 
doubt oorrectly describe the facts. Several 
Christians of this class came to Antioch from 
Judea, and probably from the oity of Jerusalem. 
The circumstances authorize us to assume that 
their arrival was not accidental, but in accord¬ 
ance with a settled plan, and possibly, too, after 
they had previously had an understanding with 
persons who entertained the same sentiments. 
And the fact that the apoetles and elders directed 
their official letter not only to Gentile-Christians 
in Antioch, but also to the converted pagans in 
Syria and Cilicia, ver. 28, allows us to infer, with 
some appearance of truth, that these Judaizing 
men did not restrict themselves in their opera¬ 
tions to Antiooh, but also attempted to influence 
the Gentile-Christians in Syria and Cilicia. 

b. Except ye be circumcised.—When 
these intruders appealed, they proclaimed a cer¬ 
tain doctrine in a distinct and formal manner; 
ididaoKov , data opera , (Bengel); they set forth a 
certain proposition in a categorical form, ex¬ 
pressed in very comprehensive terms, and with 
great confidence demanded a recognition and an 
adoption of it on the part of all. It is obvious 
that they did not merely express certain scruples, 
doubts, or apprehensions, although their first 
efforts may have assumed such a form. The 
principle which they avowed, was virtually the 
following: The Gentile-Christians cannot possi¬ 
bly be saved from destruction, and obtain salva¬ 
tion in Christ, unless they submit to oiroumoision 
according to the custom and usage of Moses, that 
is, according to the custom that was legally sanc¬ 
tioned by Moses. [“ The dootrine in this form 
was nothing less than an utter subversion of the 
soheme of Christianity. It denied the sufficiency 
of faith in Christ as the only oondition of par¬ 
don and reconciliation/’ IHackett).—Tu.] 

Ybb. 2. When therefore Panl and Bar¬ 
nabas had no small dissension, etc.—As a 
eonsequenoe of the proceedings of these men, a 
9-imt; '•or schism, as it may be easily imagined, 


occurred in the congregation in Antioch, which 
consisted principally of Gentile-Christians, and 
had hitherto been free from the Mosaic law. It 
may hence be inferred that the whole congrega¬ 
tion did not unanimously oppose the innovators, 
but that their representations had produced an 
impression on the minds of oertain individuals, 
and that certain members had, accordingly, 
united with them. At the same time, an animated 
tyrnpju;, a debate, arose, during which Paul and 
Barnabas sustained the cause of Christian liberty, 
in opposition to the legalists. It may, however, 
be readily perceived, that a positive and absolute 
decision of the point in dispute, could not be ef¬ 
fected in Antioch; the Jndeans would not yield, 
by permitting themselves to be convinoed that 
the Gentile-Christians were exempted, by a di¬ 
vine right, from the duty of observing the law, 
and Paul and Barnabas, on the other hand, could 
not abandon the cause of the evangelical Chris¬ 
tians, and yield to the Judaists; the congregation 
in Antiooh, besides, had a direct interest in the 
case, and oould not act as judge in its own canoe. 
It was therefore judiciously determined to trans¬ 
fer the decision to Jerusalem. The innovators 
who introduced such disturbing elements, had 
come from Judea, and, as we may easily conjec¬ 
ture, spoke in the name of many others, possibly, 
too, alleged that they represented the primitive 
congregation and the apoetles themselves. It 
thus became necessary to submit the whqle case 
to Jerusalem. The congregation (&ra£av, adL ol 
adetyoi, ver. 1, the Antiochian Christians) accord¬ 
ingly resolved that Panl and Barnabas, together 
with some others of their own number (the for¬ 
mer, as missionaries to the Gentiles, in an inde¬ 
pendent capacity, the latter, as representatives 
of the congregation) should proceed to Jerusa¬ 
lem, and there submit the point in dispute to the 
apostles and elders, in order to obtain, if possi¬ 
ble, a definite decision. It is true that Antioch 
had already become the mother church of several 
newly formed Christian congregations; still, Je¬ 
rusalem continued to be, at that period, the me¬ 
tropolis of all Christendom, principally because 
some of the apostles were yet established in that 
city, and the Christians knew of no higher 
authority in the visible world.—When the lan¬ 
guage in ver. 1 and 2, is compared with that in 
Gal. ii. 1 ff., it will be peroeived that the d*r muJ- 
in consequence of whi$h Paul travelled to 
Jerusalem, is not inconsistent with the rdaauv on 
the part of the Antiochian congregation, nor does 
the latter contradict the former. [“It may be 
that Paul was instructed to propose the mission 
to Jerusalem; or, if the measure originated with, 
the church, that he was instructed to approve of 
it, and to go as one of the delegates.” (Hackett). 
—Ts.1. It is oertain that in both passages the 
difficulties are alike described as having origi¬ 
nally proceeded from Judseo-Christians who were 
legalists in sentiment. And when Paul relates 
that he and Barnabas had taken Titns with them, 
his statement fully agrees with the remark in 
the present passage that Kai rive r AAAot If m-Mm 
went up with Paul and Barnabas. 
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Yes. 3. And being brought [conducted] party in Jerusalem felt that it there appeared on 
on their way by the church. —Upoirtpreu its own ground, and was conscious that it pos- 
may signify either to tend on before , or, to aeeom - sessed more power there than elsewhere; hence, 
pony; the latter alone can be the meaning here: those who belong ! to it, openly recognised even 
the Antiochian congregation attended them for the extreme inferences to whioh their doctrine 
some distance with great solemnity, thuft demon- conducted, whereas the speakers in Antioch en- 
strating alike the affectionate interest with which countered different influences in that city, and 
the messengers were regarded, and also the great deemed it necessary to express themselves with 
importance which was attached to their mission, great caution and reserve. 

During the journey, which conducted them 
through Phenice [Phenicia, see Exbg. note on 

™ - 1 ?- C _T ? ] DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL, 

the Christians, and created great joy among them 

all, partly by the visit itself, and partly by the 1. The difference of opinion which here as- 
communications which they made respecting the sumes prominence, involves fundamental princi- 
iTrioTpoff/ tCjv t. not the walk of the Qen- pies, and is radical in its nature. The point in 

tiles (Luther), which the word never means, but dispute was this: Law, or Gospel? Evangelical 
their convereion; comp. xiv. 16: xv. 19, hriorpk- liberty, or legal bondage? Moses, or Christ? 
+ttv. The missionary journey in Asia Minor, The opponents undoubtedly had no intention to 
(ch. xiii and ch. xiv.) with its results, was evi- reject Jesus, for they would not, in that case, 
dently the chief subject of their bcdujyfoetc; comp, have been Christians in any sense of the word, 
ddiyipyts, Lu. i. 1. whereas they were w«r«yrcMcdref, ver. 6; we 

Ver. 4, 6. And when they were come to have, indeed, no reason to assume that they did 
Jerusalem. —Their reception in this city like not sincerely believe in Jesus as the Saviour, or 
their departure from Antioch, was of a solemn that their Christianity was a mere pretenoe. 
and official character; anedtx&ycav, *• «•» they But all their tendencies induced them to demand 
were publicly and honorably received, as ambasT an unconditional observance of circumcision, the 
sadors of the congregation in Antioch, by the covenantal sign of the old covenant, and, conse- 
congregation in Jerusalem, as well as by the quently, to demand the observance of the old co¬ 
apostles and elders, in a solemn assembly, after venant itself, and of the law of Moses, as indis- 
h&ving, as it is obvious, previously informed pensably necessary to salvation. Now, whenever 
some individuals of the object of their mission, aught else, except Jesus Christ Himself, and a 
It was at this congregational meeting that Paul living oommunion with him, is assumed to be a 
and Barnabas made a full report of the deeds ground of salvation, the Redeemer and his work 
which God had performed among the Gentiles suffer a loss of honor and dignity. The two are 
through them, and with them (pef airrav , as in ch. at first, united, and the same rank is assigned to 
xiv. 27). In connection with these statements, but, each, that is,—the redemption of Christ, and 
at the same time, in a direct manner, they in- the law of Moses; the grace of Christ, and 
troduced the subject of the difference of opinions our own works; (or else—Christ, and the saints: 
that had appeared at Antioch; and, at first, they perhaps, too—Christ personally, and the true 
avoided argument and discussion. But certain doctrine). And now, another step is uncon- 
Judmo-Christians, who had, previously to their sciously taken, and that which was, in the main, 
conversion, been Pharisees, instantly made ob- only coordinate, is advanced to the highest rank, 
jections to the reception of so many pagans into and the truth is positively displaced. The point, 
the Church of Christ without any reference to therefore, which was really in dispute, although 
the Mosaic law. ’E£avi<mpav, i. «., at this meet- not expressly stated at this early period, was, 
ing; the narrative of Luke is here regularly con- the perfection or all-sufficiency of Christ—the 
tinued, and the words t%avk<mpjav 6k rivet;, etc. are principle that his divine-human Person had no 
not pronounced by the messengers who came from equal. 

Antioch (Beza; Heinrichs). [See above, note 4, 2. The foregoing remarks present the ease in 

appended to the text.— Tr.J. —The assertions of one aspect: another point of view exhibits evan- 
the Christians who entertained Pharisaic views, gelical liberty as endangered. Paul himself dis- 
although essentially the same as those made by the tinctly refers to this oircumstance in Gal. ii. 4. 
Judaizers in Antioch, nevertheless differ in thefol- The evangelical liberty of the redeemed depends 
lowing particulars:—1. Those in Jerusalem de- on the grace of God in Christ. When limits are 
mand the circumcision of the Gentiles as a duly assigned to grace, whioh is all-sufficient in itself, 
which must be authoritatively prescribed to them, the liberty of the conscience will be circumscribed 
Set irepiT. avroiy —a duty which they must be com- in the same degree by the yoke of the law. The 
polled to perform. Those in Antioch, had simply points in dispute were, accordingly, these—the 
taught that the Gentile-Christians ought to sub- exclusive dignity, and the all-sufficient merit, of 
mit voluntarily to circumcision.—2. In Antioch Christ, as well as the dignity and inward liberty 
the claims of the Mosaic law were advocated only of redeemed souls—the servile, or the ohild- 
in so far as it sanctioned their demand respect- like and happy, state of the conscience with re~ 
ing circumcision, and required the observance of spect to God. 

that rite as a custom and usage (ry h9ei Mawotuc, 3. Moreover, the univcreality of Christianity 
ver. 1); but here in Jerusalem, far more was ex- (—its design to beoome the sole religion of the 
pected; the demand was distinctly made, that the world—} was involved in the dispute. The 
obeervanee of the Mosaic law in general should be Judao-Christians who entertained Pharisaic sen- 
imposed on Gentile-Christians as a duty ( irapay - timents, would, no doubt, have consented that 
Xey. re njpelv r. vdgov M.). It is plain that the pagans should be received into the ohuroh of 
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Jesus Christ; they could, certainly, hare offered 
no objections, even if all the pagans had been 
converted, provided that the latter would submit 
to circumcision, and adopt the entire Mosaic law. 
They might regard suoh views as sufficiently 
liberal, and believe that they by no means re¬ 
stricted the influence of the Gospel, which was 
designed for the whole world. Nevertheless, 
they would have virtually erected a barrier that 
would, necessarily and essentially, have inter¬ 
fered with the vast and comprehensive design of 
salvation in Christ—a design which embraced 
the entire human race. The attempt to maintain 
the unconditional validity of the Mosaic law, and 
to establish the observance of it as necessary to 
salvation, was, in truth, an attempt to secure an 
absolute perpetuity for the old covenant, and to 
prevent the establishment of the new covenant— 
It was an attempt to maintain the distinction 
which had existed between Israel and the nations 
of the world, and to perpetuate a system of ex¬ 
clusiveness for the benefit of a single class of 
men. ! 


4. It was for such reasons that Paul did not 
feel at liberty to connive at error by silence, or 
to yield. Peace is a blessing of very great value, 
and unity in the church is an important end. 
Yet it would be unwise to Beek, or to maintain, 
peace at any price , and to regard unify as abso¬ 
lutely and unconditionally the sovereign good. 
Truth is higher than all things else. The pure 
word of the grace of God in Christ alone, must 
be maintained, or recovered, even with the loss 
of concord. This is the course which the apos¬ 
tles, and the Reformers of the church in their 
day, invariably pursued. But let us honestly 
endeavor to secure the kernel, not merely the 
shell—to defend the true faith itself, not merely 
scientific and learned statements of it—to pro¬ 
mote the glory of God and Christ, not merely 
human and party interests. 


HOMIL1TIOAL AND 1 PRACTICAL. 
See below, ver. 6-21. 


B.— COURSE or THE PROCEEDINGS AT THE ASSEMBLY IN JERUSALEM WHICH DECIDED THE QUESTION. 

Chapter XV. 6-21. 

6 And [But] the apostles and elderB came together for [in order] to consider of [om. 

7 of] this matter. *And when there had been much disputing [But after a long debate 
had taken place], Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how 
that a good while ago God made choice among us [you] 1 , that the Gentiles by my 

8 mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. *And God, which [who] 
knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving [in that he gave] them the Holy Ghost, 

9 even as he did [even as] unto us; *And put no difference [made no distinction] be- 

10 tween ns and them, pnrifying [in that he purified] their hearts by faith. *Now 
therefore why tempt ye God, to put [by putting] a yoke upon the neck of the disci- 

11 pies, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? *But we believe that 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ [om. Christ]* we shall be saved, even 

12 [in the same manner, xa#’ 8v rp6nov\ as they. *Then all the multitude kept silence, 
and gave audience [listened] to Barnabas and Paul, declaring [while tbev related] 
what miracles [what great signs, 8<ra — tn^istd] and wonders God had wrought [done] 

18 among the Gentiles by [through] them. *And after they had held their peace [were 

14 silent], James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: *8imeon 
[Simon] hath declared [related] how God at the first [at first] did visit the Gentiles, 

15 to take out of them a people for his name*. 3,6 And to [with] this agree the words 

16 of the prophets; as it is written, * After this [Afterwards] 1 will return, and will build 
again [build up] the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again 

17 the ruins thereof and I will set it up: *That the residue of men might [the men who 
are left over may] seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles [nations], upon whom my 

18 name is oalled, saith the Lord, who doeth all [ om . all] 4 these things. *Known unto 
God are all his works from the beginning of the world. [(Ver. 17)—these things 

19 (ver. 18), which were always known].* *Wherefore my sentence is, [Therefore I 
judge], that we trouble not [should not trouble] them, which [those who] from among 

20 the Gentiles are turned [converted] to God: *Bufc that we [should] write unto [charge] 
them, that they ^ abstain from pollutions of idols, and from [from the abominations ci* 
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idolatry and] fornication, and from things [that which is] strangled, and from blood. 
21 *For Moses of old time hath in every city [in cities here and there, xard *6Xiv\ them 
that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day [sabbath]. 

» Ver. 7. bf vptr, in Cod. A. B. C. [and Cod. Sin.], hna Justly been preferred by Lech, and Tisch. [and Alf.]; ir inly [of 
tat rec. from B. 0. H., Vulg* fkthers], is, at all events, an easier reading. [Meyer regards the latter as the original 
reading, since the speaker most hare necessarily included himselt—Tn.] 

* Ver. 11. The reading roe tcvpiov ’lifcov is, decidedly, better attested [by A. B. E. G. H. Cod. Sin., and adopted by 
Lech-Tisch-, and Alf.! than Kvpiov *1 y. Xpurrou [ot text rec. from C. D. Vulg. and adopted by Born.—Taj 

* Ver. 14. The dative rw brbftart is undoubtedly correct, and iwl before it [in text. rec. from B fe ail.). G. H. and adopted 
by Scholx], is as undoubtedly a spurious addition. [The preposition is omitted in A. C. D. E. Cod. Sin., and is dropped by 
Lactic TtscJ Born., and Alt, with whom Meyer concurs.—Tn.] 

* Ver. 17. wdvva after ravra [of text. rec. from E. G. H.] is spurious, according to the best manuscripts [omlttod in A. 
B. C. D. Cod Sin. Vulg. and by recent editors.—T r.1 

* Ver. 18. yrtKrrd aw* atitvos ; these three worus [which are all that Schols, Tisch., and Alf. insert in the text], are 
[also] all that this verse contains in the two manuscriptsB. and C., in 13 minuscules, and some oriental versions. To this 
original text some manuscripts add avry, or, r<p xvptw, or, ry $em wayward, ipya avrov, E. G. H. In place of the plural, A. 
D. and some versions [Vulg. etc.] introduce the singular: yytmrnv aw* aiuvos rip «tvpu» rb ipyov avrov, and Loch man n has 
preferred this reading. [Meyer, who recognises only the three words just mentioned, regards this reading of A. D., as a 
later emendation. Tisch. and Alf., both of whom insert only the three words in ver. 18, attach them to ver. 17 without 
any point between ravra and yvtoorb. Cod. Sin. exhibits after ravra the following: yytoard aw' dtwvoc, and omits r<p *vp. 
t. «. a.—Ta.] 


SXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vie. 6. And the apostles and elders 
came together. — 'Lwijxttyaav ; this assembly 
was called together expressly and solely for the 
purpose of considering the present matter (6 
X6y<K tnrroi)* t. *., the point which was in dispute. 
Luke speaks only of the apostles and elders; but 
it distinctly appears from ver. 12 and 22 ff. (ir&v 
rb bXrj i) budufiata, ol adcXfoi), that the 

congregation was also present, not 'merely for 
the purpose of listening, but also of cooperating 
in deciding the question. 

Ver. 7-9. a. And when there had been 
much dispa ting. —An animated debate at first 
occurred, and the disputants came in direct col¬ 
lision with each other {rroXkfi (wZfrrjjaiz ): opinions 
which were diametrically opposed to one another 
were expressed in the most explicit and emphatic 
manner. We may thence infer that the speakers 
represented respectively the two opposite parties, 
the Jndaists, on the one band, and the Antiochian 
Gentile-Christians, on the other. But Peter now 
arises, amid the concision produced by such con¬ 
flicting views and feelings, and states a leading 
principle, the application of which promotes a 
peaceful solution of the difficulty. Headdresses 
himself directly to those who entertain Pharisaic 
and legal views, as the reproach which occurs in 
ver. 10, and which assumes an interrogative form, 
plainly shows; he designs, not merely to calm 
their excited minds, but also to convince them 
that they erred, that they were doing a wrong, 
that they committed a sin. With this view, he 
reminds them of a fact with which they were well 
acquainted ( vpcl c eir/oraode), namely, the conver¬ 
sion of Cornelius and the Gentiles who were as¬ 
sociated with him (x. 27, 44 ff.). He describes 
the occurrence as one that had taken place a 
long time ago {a<f ^jiep&v Ap^o/wv), that is, At least 
ten years previously, if not at an earlier date. 

b. Peter rose up, and said, etc.—He first 
exhibits the deep significance of that occurrence 
(ver. 7-9], and then applies it to the question 
which was under discussion. Four of its char¬ 
acteristic features were adduced, as evidences of 
it* great importance. ( a) God was, on that occa¬ 
sion, the direct author of the whole (did? c£cX£- 
faro etc.; 6 KagSioyv. deAf tftapHpfjaev avroZf, tiobf 
etc.; koX ovSb dihquve, etc.). ( b) The preaching 
of the Gospel, in consequence of which those pa¬ 


gans had become believers, was not exclusively 
his own (Peter’s) work, but had at that time 
been assigned to the whole church; God had 
chosen him merely on this special occasion (b 
vfiiv efeteg. etc.), (c) The omniscient God bore 
witness to those pagans of his good pleasure, by 
iving the Holy Ghost (avrolc, dot. comm.). Peter 
ere assumes that God gives the Holy Ghost to 
those alone who are acceptable in his sight; and, 
that He could not be deoeived in those persons, 
is implied by the epithet Kapdioyvtorrjs. (d) 
After God had purified the hearts of the pagans 
by faith, He no longer made any distinction 
whatever between them and the believing Israel¬ 
ites.—The words ovSb diiicpive —xadap/oof, allude 
very distinctly to those which were spoken to 
Peter in the vision, ch. x. 16. God had cleansed 
the hearts of the pagans; their uncleanness was 
not, as those who entertained Pharisaical views 
vainly supposed, that of the body; it was, hence, 
not circuificision, but faith, which constituted 
the means of purification. 

V>r. 10. Why tempt ye God ?—In this verse 
Peter makes the application to the present contro¬ 
versy, by proposing a question which conveys a 
reproach: * Under these circumstances ( ovv), [a di¬ 
vine decision having already been made in the for¬ 
mer case (Alex.).—T e.], why do ye tempt God, by 
seeking to put a yoke upon them V (emdeivat, Inf. 
epexeg. in a loose connection. [The infinitive 
here describes the manner in which a certain 
purpose that is stated, is to be accomplished. 
(Winer: Or. N. T. J 44. 1).—Te.]). Such con¬ 
duct was a tempting of God, that is, a course of 
action, when man undertakes, or is at least will¬ 
ing, to ascertain whether God will make known 
and execute his will by punishments, to the in¬ 
quirer’s own harm and ruin. The yoke which 
they wished to put on the neck of the disciples, is 
not exclusively the rite of circumcision, but, in 
connection with it, the entire Mosaic law [Gal. 
v. 1, 81. But when Peter maintains that neither 
the fathers, nor he himself, with all the converted 
Israelites (including those who entertained Pha¬ 
risaic sentiments, j/ielc), were able to bear the 
yoke of the law, he undoubtedly, at the same 
moment, renounces the Mosaic law, viewed as an 
obligatory system; he declares (1) that no one 
had been able perfectly to fulfil it, and (2) that, 
precisely for this reason, it could not be the 
means of salvation. 
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Ver. 11. Bat we believe that through the 
grace, etc.—After having denied that the way of 
salvation led men through the law, he now de¬ 
clares that, on the other hand (aX?A), the grace of 
Jesus Christ conducted to salvation. 4 Even as 
they (iiulvot, the Gentile-Christians), we too are 
assured of salvation solely through the grace of 
Christ.' PE neivot cannot refer to Trarkpeg i )puv, as 
Calvin, Calovius, and many of the older com¬ 
mentators suppose, sinoe the salvation of the 
Jewish fathers ( servati fuerunt being supplied) 
had here no connection with the question re¬ 
specting the aurrtpia of the Gentile-Christians. 
(Meyer).— Tr.]. In both propositions, in the 
negative, ver 10, and in the positive, ver. 11, the 
Gentile-Christians are placed in the same class 
with those who had been Israelites. The thought 
which ver. 10 expresses, is the following: ‘They 
can as little bear the law as we can'; the sense 
of ver. 11 is: ‘We too, like them, can be saved 
only through the grace of Christ.' 

Vie. 12-15. a . Then all the mnltitnde 
kept silence. —This mygv on the part of the 
whole multitude shows that the iroljj) av^fjrrjaig 
mentioned in ver. 7, had been arrested by the 
words of Peter, and that the truth which they 
unfolded, had tranquillized the minds of all. At 
this point Barnabas and Paul began to speak, 
and here again, as in earlier instances [see Exkg. 
note on ch. xiii. 9-12 .—Tr. 1, the name of Bar¬ 
nabas is placed before that of Paul. The former 
doubtless spoke first, as he was longer and better 
known than Paul to those who who were present. 
The remarks of both referred to their own expe¬ 
rience during their missionary journey to the 
Gentiles. They related the wonderful works of 
God among the latter, which he had wrought 
through them as His servants, that is, the re¬ 
markable cases of conversion which had occurred, 
and the operations of the new divine life which 
had manifested itself in so many pagans. These 
reports not only confirmed, but also more fully 
developed all that Peter had communicated as 
the result of his own experience. Thus the im¬ 
pression of the hearers was deepened, that the 
conversion of the Gentiles was a work of God, 
and that their Christianity, even without the 
observance of the law, must necessarily be ac¬ 
ceptable to Him. 

5. James answered, saying; he spoke af¬ 
ter Barnabas and Paul had concluded their re¬ 
marks ; {oiygv does not here occur in the same 
sense as in ver. 12). There can be no doubt that 
this is “the brother of the Lord,” (see ch. xii. 
17), who stood at the head of the church in Je¬ 
rusalem, and, as a strict observer of the law, 
had received the honorable title of “the Just." 


TThe .question respecting the identity of this 
.James—says Niakdeb, Pfl. u. Ltit. d. chr. K. II. 
486, note ,—is one of the most difficult in the 
apostolic history.—T r.]. He commenced by re¬ 
capitulating the remarks of Peter, and confirmed 
the leading thought expressed by the latter, by 
referring to the prophecies of the Old Testament. 
As a Hebrew, who is addressing the Hebrews, he 
gives to the apostle Peter his Hebrew name 
2vge6v ; (the more usual 'Ztfujv is merely a differ¬ 
ent manner of representing in Greek the original 


name [see 


the two Hebrew forms, 


both of which occur in the Talmud, in Gen. xxix. 
33 and 1 Chron. iv. 20; the less usual Greek 
form Iv/ieuv occurs in 2 Pet. i. 1 . —Tr.1.— 
'ErreoKhparo Xaj&iv, that is, God looked around, in 
order to accept a people, or, God resolved (for 
the middle voice occasionally signifies considerare 
in the classic writers)! The antithesis in the 
phrase: i&vfiv Xa6v, is very expressive, as in 
all other cases t&vrj and Aodf (Israel) are con¬ 
trasted with each other, while here the sense is: 
God hath taken a people for himself out of the 
Gentiles, Mjmti crirrov, that they might know 
and revere, or, that they might confess, his 
name. All that Peter had related and repre¬ 
sented as facts, James now explains by means of 
the prophetic word, and exhibits as the fulfilment 
of the promises of God. He says: oi Mryoc, many 
prophecies; he adduces, however, only one of 
these in express terms. [“ Tobrtp, neuter: vitk 
this (ver. 15), viz. with the fact stated in the 
words "hajieiv kdvCtv, etc. agree, etc.” (Meyer). 
—Tr.] 

Ver. 16-18. And will build again the ta¬ 
bernacle which ia fallen down. —In the ori¬ 


ginal Hebrew text, Amos ix. 11, 12, the promise 
is given that the house of David, that had fallen. 


should be raised up, or restored; (it is called 
Srwt , oKTjvfj, because it was decayed). [Alias 


dicitur domue David, solium David: sed hie, tu- 
gurium David , quia ad magnam tenuitatem res 
ejus redacts erant. (Bengel). The original 

word is here pop (abs.), booth, hut. —Tr.]. 

The additional promise is given that the Israel¬ 
ites shall inherit Edom and all the nations upon 
whom Jehovah’s name is called [margin of Engl. 

Bible], or who are devoted to him, , t. c, 

they shall subject these to their authority. The 
Messianic restoration is, therefore, here de¬ 
scribed in terms which imply that the heathen 
nations which accept the worship of Jehovah, 
shall also share in the blessings of that restora¬ 
tion ; and the conversion of Gentiles to Christ is, 
unquestionably, a fulfilment of this prediction. 
The version of the Seventy, which is adopted in 
ver. 17, deviates here somewhat from the present 
Masoretio text, indicating that they follow a dif¬ 
ferent reading; e. g., instead of: JIN 

, they must have read: 


dik n*w tuny. . cp™ Gr»- 

cus interpres > P ro » TTW • P™ 

logit . (Rosenmulleri Scholia ia 

Vet. Test, ad loc.) —Tr.]. James himself makes 
some additions of his own, e. g., avaorphpu, and, 
afterwards, the words: yword dir* aiuvog, sdL 
avry, or r£ de£, which latter some manuscripts 
have, indeed, interpolated [see note 5, above, ap¬ 
pended to the text—T r.], and which are in ac¬ 
cordance with the sense; but they are a combi¬ 
nation of the interpretation with the original 
words. The meaning of the words which James 
adds, is the following:—That which happens in 
our day, God knew from the beginning, and had 
resolved to perform; that which we live to see, 
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Is simply the execution of an eternal decree of 
God. [This is the opinion of most interpreters, 
hot de Wette says:—The sense of yvoard air* al. 
is not: tpti ab setemis inde cognita , nor: quae ipse 
ab sstemo press doit, etc., but: it has been known 
from ancient times (through the prophets,); comp, 
iii. 21 .—Tb.] 

Vir. 19. My sentence is [I judge]. From 
the frets, of which Peter had reminded them, 
and from the promises of God, contained in His 
prophetic won!, respecting the reception of the 
Gentiles into His kingdom, James now draws the 
practical inference (<hd ryb np'ivu), that those pa¬ 
gans who were converted to God, ought not to be 
hardened in connection with their conversion 
(vaprvox^ctv; the preposition implies: besides , th 
addition to , their turning to God.). This is a con¬ 
clusion which recognizes the evangelical liberty 
of the Gentile-Christians, rejects the demands of 
those who entertained Pharisaic views, and fully 
agrees with the sentiments of Paul. 

Yen. 20. That they abstain. —But James 
proposes, at the same time, that they should re¬ 
quire abstinence in certain forms, on the part of 
the Gentiles. (’EirtoritXat, mandare; the word 
does not always mean: litcras mittere; the former, 
meaning is very frequent, and quite appropriate 
in this place.). James expresses the opinion that 
something, at least, ought to be asked of the Gen¬ 
tiles. But the proposal which he made, shows 
that he differed widely in sentiment from the 
Judaist*. They declared that actual submission 
to circumcision, together with the adoption of 
the entire Mosaic law, constituted the indispen¬ 
sable condition of salvation. But James demands 
nothing more than an airexe<r&ai, an abstinence 
from ahayi/ftara. * Ahlayijpa, (a word entirely 
nnknown to classic Greek) is derived from a7u~ 
tryfo, which occurs in the septuagint [Dan. i. 8; 
MaL i 7, 12], and in still later Hellenists, in the 
sense of: to pollute, to defile; th* noun, accord¬ 
ingly, signifies pollution. The four genitives 
which follow, specify ihe objects which pol¬ 
lute men. The first are eWoXa, images of the 
gods, together with all that belongs to the wor¬ 
ship of the latter; rropveia , when the word oc¬ 
curs without any specification, can as little as 
tMofa, be taken in any restricted or metaphori¬ 
cal sense (referring, for instance, to idolatry, in¬ 
cest, marriage within the forbidden degrees, 
etc.); it can here be understood only in its own 
proper sense, that is, lewdness , fornication. The 
other two points have reference to food. Absti¬ 
nence is required from the eating of that which 
is strangled {tov irvucrov), that is, of the flesh 
of animals killed by strangling [without shed¬ 
ding their blood]. Whenever “a man. of the 
children of Israel, or of the strangers sojourning 

among them -(Min? , hunted 

or caught any beast or fowl that might be eaten, 
the law (Lev. xvii. 13) commanded him to pour 
out the blood thereof, before he used it as food. 
The Gentiles were, lastly, directed to abstain from 
blood (rov c&fiaroe), that is, from eating it in any 
mode [Lev. vii. 2u, 21; xvii. 10,14], because the 

soul [t?3J , 1™xb] of every living creature is 

i® the blood; comp. Lev. xvii. 14; Gen. ix. 4. 
These laws respecting food occupy, in the old co¬ 


venant, even a higher position than the Levitical, 
since it was declared that he who transgressed 
them, should be cut off, Lev. xvii. 14; and they. 

are expressly extended to the onj [sojourn¬ 
ers, strangers]. All that James, therefore, de¬ 
sires, is, that the Gentile-Christians should avoid 
those things which were, in their very nature, 
absolutely inconsistent with the true religion of 
the holy God, according to their ancient tradi¬ 
tion, and which were in the utmost degree offen¬ 
sive to every Israelite, since he regarded them as 
vile and heathenish abominations. 

Ver. 21. For Moses of old time hath, 
etc.—Great difficulty attends the question re¬ 
specting the logical connection of the contents of 
this verse with the foregoing. James here re¬ 
marks that, from a very early period, Moses was 
proclaimed here and there in cities (koto, nbfav), 
in so far as the Law was read in the synagogues 
on every sabbath. [“The word sabbath does not 
mean the Lord's Day, or the first day of the 
week, which is not so called in the New Testa¬ 
ment, nor by the oldest Christian writers, but the 
seventh day or Jewish sabbath, etc.” [ Albxar- 
der, ad loc.) —Tr. 1. James does not, now ever, 
mean to say that Moses was read in the Chris¬ 
tian, as well as in the Jewish, assemblies (Gro- 
tius), but he does, undoubtedly, assume that the 
Christians still remain in connection with the 
synagogue. That this fact is adduced as an ar¬ 
gument, is unequivocally indicated by the word 
ydp. But the particular point which is to be es¬ 
tablished by it, is not immediately apparent. 
According to some interpreters, the fact is ad¬ 
duced by James as a reason for demanding ab¬ 
stinence in the forms mentioned in ver. 20; (it 
is indispensable—James is supposed to say— 
that we should demand this fourfold a7r^cm^a/, 
for, otherwise, the regularly recurring weekly 
reading of Moses will perpetuate the offence 
which the Judseo-Christians take, when they see 
the practices of the Gentile-Christians; Meyer). 
Others suppose that the fact is adduced as a rea¬ 
son for proposing to release the Gentile-Chris¬ 
tians from the law, ver. 19; (the sense would 
then be: Although the Mosaio law has already 
been so long proclaimed, there are, compara¬ 
tively, few* persons [pagans] who are willing to 
adopt it; as the ceremonial law is a hinderance 
to the universal spread of the true religion, it 
must be abandoned; Gieseler). Or, possibly, 
after James has stated his opinions, and, in par¬ 
ticular, proposed to exempt the Gentile-Chris¬ 
tians from the requisitions of the law, he designs 
to sustain his entire proposition by answering a 
certain objection that might be made to it; he 
accordingly says that all could unhesitatingly 
adopt his view of the case; for the apprehension 
that the Mosaic law would thus decline in in¬ 
fluence and authority, was altogether unfounded, 
since this law continued to be read every week 
in every city. (This interpretation, in its gene¬ 
ral features, is adopted by Erasmus, Wetstein, 
Sohneckenburger, Thiersch, Ewald: Gesch. Is¬ 
raels . VI. 487.). Of these several explanations, 
the last appears to correspond more fully than 
any other both to the actual state of affairs, and 
also to the peculiar Judmo-Christain sentiments 
and position of James. 
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THE ACTS OP THE APOSTLES. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. When the important question whether Gen- 
tile-Christians were also bound to observe the 
Mosaic law, was to be decided for all future 
times, Peter produces as an argument a certain 
fact furnished by his own experience , namely, the 
occurrence in Cesarea, ch. x., when it was de¬ 
monstrated that Gentiles as well as Judeo-Chris- 
tians, received the Holy Ghost. He exhibits this 
fact as a significant and instructive decision on 
the part of God, who had thus placed the Israel¬ 
ites and the Gentiles in precisely the same class 
(ovSh diinpivt), without granting any advantage 
or privilege to the former, which was denied to 
believing Gentiles. He distinctly testified (epap- 
riiprpe) in favor of the latter when He gave the 
Holy Ghost, and by his acts, demonstrated that 
he took pleasure in them. Such an experience, 
accordingly, proves the perfect equality of Gen¬ 
tiles and Jews in the sight of God, provided that 
they believed in Jesus Christ. This reasoning is 
conclusive, and convinces the mind. It is also, 
in its general features, a model, exhibiting as it 
does so happily, the apostle’s method of treating 
the history of the Church as a source whence 
clear views of the truth may be derived. The 
whole revelation of God in both the Old and the 
New Testament, depends on history; it consists, 
indeed, essentially, of History. And as the life 
of Jesus Christ is rich in instructions which it 
gives, since ‘ he not only lived his own doctrine , 
but also preached his own life,’ so the life and 
the experience of the apostles constitute a rich 
source of instruction. The doctrine of the 
apostle Paul iB his own life, wrought out 
in consciousness and knowledge; the doctrine 
of the apostle Peter is, likewise, his own life, 
resulting in clear views and conceptions. The 
manner in which God governs his churoh in 
the present world, and during the lapse of cen¬ 
turies, or, in other words, the History of the 
Church, forms the doctrine, not only concerning 
the Church, but also concerning other points. 
Thus we are here furnished with a clear view 
of the Church, but we also receive instruc¬ 
tions respecting the nature of grace, the usus 
legit , etc. 

2. Our knowledge of the nature of faith has 
been greatly enlarged by the events described in 
the passage before us. How many truths are in¬ 
volved in that single proposition which Peter set 
forth, when he referred to the importance of that 
occurrence in Cesarea: < God purified their hearts 
by faith ’! It teaches, first of all, that faith does 
not depend directly and exclusively on man; it 
depends on God; it is His work, His gift; it is 
wrought by His grace. The apostle testifies, in 
the second place, that faith possesses a purifying 
power. Faith is, therefore, something that is 
full of life and power; it is as Luther says, “a 
living,, mighty, busy thing”; it exercises a puri¬ 
fying influence, insomuch that the heart which 
had previously been ungodly and unclean, is now 
changed, consecrated to God, and morally cleansed. 
The proposition in ver. 9, comprehends, in the 
third place, the truth that the seat of faith is in 
the heart —not merely in the memory or in the 


thought*—but in the very centre of the life of 
the soul, where all impulses and movements 
originate. 

5. This was the first occasion on which the 
disciples clearly saw the essential distinction ex¬ 
isting between Law and Grace. Paul himself 
who had been personally conducted to the know¬ 
ledge of the grace of God in Christ, by the man¬ 
ner of his conversion and by his peculiar reli¬ 
gious experience, probably obtained his clearest 
views of evangelical liberty in the state of 
grace, as contradistinguished from a servile le¬ 
galism, only after he had encountered opposition 
in the Gentile-Christian congregations. The case 
of Peter was similar. He, too, had been taught 
by his experience of the grace of Christ, that 
the law is a yoke, very heavy, and, indeed, im¬ 
possible to bear. All that the law makes difficult 
for man, is smade easy by grace. For, in the 
case of those who are under the law, all depends 
bn their own strength, their personal efforts, the 
perfect purity of the will; whereas, when man 
is in the state of grace, God purifies the heart, 
and inspires it with a love for all that is good. 

4. After Peter, as well as Barnabas and Paul, 
had explained the question by appeals to their 
own experience in the service of the Gospel, 
James furnishes additional illustrations derived 
from the word of promise. The apostles referred, 
in general, to the prophecies of the Scriptures 
chiefly as guides in explaining the signs of the 
present times, and in seeking a knowledge of the 
divine will. They did not employ the prophetie 
word as the means for becoming acquainted with 
the future, and discovering times and seasons, 
circumstances and persons in it, as in a magic 
mirror. Our success in ascertaining the will of 
God, his counsel in reference to the progress of 
his kingdom, and the principles according to 
which it is governed, will always be proportioned 
to the degree .of attention with which we study 
the unchangeable, eternal, and firmly established 
thoughts of God {yvuora dir’ aiuvof). 

6. The house of David is the principal jubjeci 
of the prophecy of Amos, which James quotes. 
David’s royal house had decayed, had dwindled 
into a tabernacle, and had fallen into ruins; 
God purposes to raise up that which had fallen, 
to build it anew, and enlarge it, to extend the 
kingdom, which is, in truth, His own kingdom, 
even to Gentiles upon whom His name is called, 
that is, who are willing to acknowledge and serve 
Jehovah. God will Himself perform all then 
things, even as He had of old resolved to do.— 
This promise sheds light upon the present ques¬ 
tion. It is already a significant circumstance 
that the theocratic royalty, or the kingdom of 
God, and not the law as such, occupies a central 
position in the promise. It is, in the next place, 
important, that the only condition of incorpora¬ 
tion into the kingdom of God consists in the in¬ 
vocation of His name, or the imposition of His 
name [“upon whom, etc.” ver. 17]. And this 
condition was already fulfilled in the case of the 
converted Gentiles {kmorokfovotv hrl rhv date, 
ver. 19). Lastly, the words k iptoc 6 roti# ravra, 
are decisive, i. c., neither are we to perform the 
work, nor is our judgment to be consulted; it is 
God , the Lord; He has promised that Be will do 
all these things, and, indeed, in its essential fea- 
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tares, He has already done the work, for He has 
actually take? out of the Gentiles a people for 
Himself, ver. 14. And therefore , [says James], 
we are not at liberty, and should not attempt, to 
impose an additional burden on the Gentile- 
Christians, which would seem to imply that the 
work of God had not been completely performed. 

6. According to ancient accounts, which hare 
been preserved to our day, James was a man 
whose personal religion was of the strictest legal 
type; on this account he was called 6 dUatog (see 
my [the author’s] Apost. u. naehap. Zeitalteb , 2d 
•£ p. 236. fir.). [Lechler there quotes, in the 
coarse of his remarks, a passage in the writings 
of Hegesippus, which has been preserved by 
Eusebius, in Bed. Hitt. II. 23.—Tn.]. Now it is 
remarkable that it is precisely this man who ad¬ 
vocates the principle of the exemption of the 
Gentile-Christians from the Mosaic law, and who 
expressly demands of them nothing more than ab¬ 
stinence from certain things which were offensive 
partly in a social, and partly in a moral and re¬ 
ligious respect. The circumstance would be in¬ 
comprehensible, and, indeed, incredible, only in 
case that it were impossible that the same man 
should be rigid with regard to himself, but indul¬ 
gent toward others. We are, however, fully at 
liberty to oonsider James as possessing precisely 
such a character—a character which claims our 
highest esteem. That he did not regard Moses 
with indifference, may be gathered from a slight 
intimation in ver. 21, when the words are cor¬ 
rectly understood. But it also appears from'this 
verse that James hoped that the Mosaic religion 
, would gain more respect by a wider extension 
and more general knowledge, as well as by a vol¬ 
untary adoption of it, than by the imposition of 
any burden on the conscience, which could only 
tend to disquiet it (irapevoxfalv 9 ver. 19). That 
James combined with habitual and great rigor in 
his own case, a very sincere and tender love for 
others, is apparent from a fact related by Hege¬ 
sippus (Busin. Reel. Hist. II. 23), viz.: he was 
continually in the temple, praying on bended 
knees for the forgiveness of his people. If he 
prayed with such compassionate love for his un¬ 
believing kinsmen according to the flesh, he was 
surely capable of meeting the Gentiles who were 
converted to the Redeemer, with tender forbear¬ 
ance and gentleness. It is, indeed, this feature 
which reveals to us the image of Jesus himself, 
shining forth from the soul of his brother (after 
the flesh, and after the spirit.). 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Via. 1. And certain men - - taught.— 
Paul had come to Antioch in order to find repose 
after the trials which he had endured; but when 
be and the brethren began to build themselves 
up on their common faith [Jude, ver. 20], this 
new affliotion unexpectedly came upon them. It 
was a happy circumstance that the graoious man¬ 
ifestations of God among the Gentiles had already 
occurred, as they supplied the means for decid¬ 
ing the question. The blessing precedes painful 
experiences. (Rieger).—The adversary again at¬ 
tempted to arrest the progress of the Gospel, and 
rob believers of the comfort and joy which the 


conversion of the Gentiles had afforded them. 
The church militant should always be prepared 
for such sudden assaults; it may otherwise lose 
its treasur e. (S tarke). 

Ver. 2. When therefore Paul and Barna¬ 
bas had no small dissension, etc.—It is 
better to choose strife and retain the truth, than 
to choose peace and sacrifice the truth. (Starke). 
—That Paul and Barnabas - - - should 
go up to Jerusalem. —They might have in¬ 
sisted on their own claims, and refused to seek a 
decision in Jerusalem, as they, too, had received 
the Holy Spirit. The others might have main¬ 
tained that these two men were not suitable mes¬ 
sengers, and that persons whose minds were less 
biassed, should be Bent. But all things were 
done on both sides with moderation and candor. 

Ver. 8. And being brought on their way 
by the church. —This conduct indicated the 
deep interest which all took in the object of the 
journey. When the ambassadors of the Elector 
of Brandenburg were departing, in order to attend 
a religious disputation with the Papists, he dis¬ 
missed them with the words:—“Bring me back 
the word sola” (that is, the concession that man 
is justified by faith alone) t “or never return 
yourselves.” The messengers of the Antiochian 
congregation did not need such an a admonition; 
still, the love and the interceding pYayers of the 
people afforded comfort and joy to their pastors 
and teachers. (Besser). —Declaring the con¬ 
version, etc. — With all our zeal for the ortho¬ 
dox faith, we ought not to neglect the work of 
building up the kingdom of God. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 4. They deolarfed all things that 
God had done. —Before they described the 
difficulties which had occurred, they related all 
that Goa had done with tbem v as an evidence 
that they neither discussed the point in dispute 
with undue heat, nor were led by it to forget 
other interests of the church of Jesus. They 
adopt the principle, on the contrary, of first ex¬ 
hibiting all the favorable aspects of the kingdom 
of God, and, then, of stating existing defects and 
faults, in order that appropriate remedies may 
be applied. Their conduct teaches us, that, al¬ 
though many evils still exist in the church of 
God, we Bhould never banish from our thoughts 
the rich mercies which He is every where be¬ 
stowing on men. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 5. Bat there rose ap certain of the 
sect of the Pharisees.— How difficult it is to 
cast away the Pharisaical leaven, and to cling 
solely to the grace of God! But faith does not 
at once deliver us from errors and infirmities; 
long continued exercise, and many struggles, 
precede our deliverance. (Starke). —Pharisees, 
which believed. —Hence we learn that schisms 
are not always occasioned by unprincipled men, 
but that even upright persons are sometimes their 
authors, when they yield too far to their fancies 
and prejudices. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 6. And the apostles and elders 
came together, etc.—The divine inspiration 
by which the apostles were guided when they 
spoke and wrote, did not render their common 
consultations, and their meditations on the divine 
word, superfluous. (Starke).—How this apostolic 
simplicity puts to shame the pride of later times! 
(Ap. Past).—This assembly exhibits the churoh 
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in a light in which she is again seen only on a 
single occasion in the whole history of the Pen¬ 
tecostal church. She appears in the presence of 
her holy Lord and Head; she Tiews the task be¬ 
fore her with great perplexity, and is conscious 
of her own ignorance; no previous experience, 
no recognized principle, no word of the Scrip¬ 
tures, can supply the present want. But she 
knows that her Lord had promished her, as a 
collective body, that strength and that aid which 
always suffice. Hence she seeks with sincere 
humility, but also confesses the truth with cou¬ 
rage and joy. (Leon, and Sp.). 

Vie. 7. And when there had been much 
disputing, etc. — It was not an angry dispute, 
but a long discussion, during which the argu¬ 
ments on both sides were carefully weighed. 
This procedure was honorable to the apostles, 
and bears witness alike to their gentleness, since 
they listened to the opinions of inferior brethren, 
and also to their diligence and care, since they 
considered divine truths not superficially, but 
maturely. (Ap. Past.).— Peter rose up.— On 
this occasion we hear him speak for the last time 
in the Acts. We see him extend the hand of 
brotherly love to Paul, and we listen to their 
concurrent testimony respecting the mystery of 
grace, the actual revelation of which constitutee 
the theme of the Acts or the Apostles. (Besser). 
—That - - - God made choice, etc. — As 
neither the written word of the Old Testament, 
nor the personal knowledge and judgment of the 
brethren, could oonduct to a satisfactory conclu¬ 
sion, Peter seeks and finds a decisive argument 
in experience —in all that God had done before 
their eyes.—Here we see how necessary it is to 
study God's mode of administering the affairs of 
the church, and to improve our judgment by ap¬ 
plying the lessons of experience, if we desire to 
distinguish successfully between error and truth. 
(Ap. Past.).— Men and brethren.— This ap¬ 
pellation, was, at the same time, designed to give 
a certain character to the subsequent proceed¬ 
ings, indicating that they should be conducted in 
a fraternal spirit —Ye know, says Peter, not: 
Know ye! He speaks, not as a dictator, but as 
a brother; he does not proclaim his will authori¬ 
tatively, neither does he speak ex cathedra , but, 
with his brethren, presents himself before the 
throne of the sole Lord of the Church. (Besser). 

Vee. 8. Giving them the Holy Ghost.— 
The gracious counsel of the Lord respecting 
the Gentiles, was plainly and impressively re¬ 
vealed by acts of grace, in the case of Cornelius. 

Veh. 9. Purifying their hearts by faith. 
—Faith is the true circumcision of the new cove¬ 
nant, the only true evangelical means of purifi¬ 
cation, as it cleanses from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit [2 Cor. vii. 1], by being the me¬ 
dium through wnioh the power of the blood of 
Jesus penetrates the soul. “ Through faith, as 
Peter says, we obtain another, a new, and a 
clean heart, and God regards us, for the sake of 
Christ, our Mediator, as altogether righteous and 
holy.” ( Smalcald Articles [by Luther], III. 18.). 

Vee. 10. Why tempt ye God, etc! — With 
the changes of the times, the customs and ordi¬ 
nances of God in his church, are changed. The 

?;reater the measure of man's knowledge and 
aith becomes, the less is he burdened with the 


servile yoke of the law. Mark this truth weO, 
that those who impose the heaviest burdens, are 
not the best teachers. (Starke).—To tempt God, 
is, to depart from his word, and to subject the 
order which divine wisdom has sanctified, to the 
control of man's impious self-will. (Gerhard).— 
“ This grave and stern language of the apostles: 

4 Why tempt ye God V which, like a clap of thun¬ 
der, ought to alarm our adversaries, makes no 
impression whatever on their hearts; they still 
attempt to sustain their own inventions, which 
they represent as services acceptable to God, by 
resorting to tyrannical and violent measures.” 
(Apology [of the Augs. Conf.1, Art. 28 (14).) 
[The 4 * adversaries” of whom Melanchthon here 
8peaks (ed. Eech. 294), are the Papists, who re¬ 
jected Uie Protestant doctrine that we are justi¬ 
fied by faith in Christ alone, and not by t4 good 
works” devised by men.—T b.].— Which nei¬ 
ther our fathers nor we were able to bear. 
— 44 When oxen have long borne the yoke, and 
dragged heavy weights, all that they earn by 
their work, beyond their daily food, is, to be 
struck on the head and be butchered; such is the 
experience of those who hope to be justified by 
the law. They are taken captive, and burdened 
with a heavy yoke, and then, after they have long 
and painfully labored to do the works of the law, 
all that they finally earn is, to remain eternally 
poor and wretched servants.” (Luther).— Nor 
we were able to bear. —Peter intends to say: 

4 Men and brethren, speak the truth, and can¬ 
didly tell me: have ye kept the law!' (Besser). 

Vee. 11. Bat we believe that through 
the grace of the Lord Jeans Christ we 
shall be saved. —This is a precious summary 
of the Gospel, which Peter proclaims at the first 
synod of the church, for the benefit of all suc¬ 
ceeding ages. It already comprehends the con¬ 
fession of the Council of Nice—the confession 
that Christ is the true God; for Christ can con¬ 
fer saving grace only in case he is the Lord, to 
whom all power in heaven and in earth is given. 
The great truth: 44 we believe - - - saved," » 
still, in our day, the holy symbol and the shib¬ 
boleth of all true believers. 44 By grace alone” 
—this is the badge by which the children of the 
family recognize each other. Henee Melanchthon 
declares in the Apology [of the Augsb. Conf. Art 
IV. (II) p. 60. ed. Been.— Te.] that the doctrine 
of justification by grace, is “the highest and 
most important article in the Christian creed, the 
only key to the whole Bible, without which the 
troubled conscience can find no true, lasting, end 
sure consolation;” and Lather says: 44 We 
cannot abandon this article, nor make any con¬ 
cession here, although heaven, earth, and all 
things else that cannot endure, should faH” 
(Leonh. and Sp.).—What glory, what comfort, 
what joy, ye who are members of the Evangeli¬ 
cal church, can find here! Ye are one, in your 
faith and confession, with the primitive, apos¬ 
tolical church. (Apelt).— Even *8 they.-— The 
fathers and prophets precede the triumphal cha¬ 
riot of Christ—we follow it. Their faith and 
our own, is the same; the objects of their fhfth 
belonged to the future—the same objects of set 
faith belong to the past. (Lindhammer). 

Vee. 12. Then all the multitude kept 
alienee.—This is, in truth, a Council of tbs 
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Holj Ghost, at which men speak only as long as faithful serrants and workers together [2 Cor. 
the Lord’s roice is not heard; but then ail are yi. 1] with the pace of God! (Ap. Past.), 
silent, and bow in submission before the word of Vbb. 19. That we trouble not them 
God! Wherever the Spirit of truth finds an en- which, etc.—{lone are so easily injured by the 
trance into the hearts of men, and a foolish pride imposition of external religious exercises, as 
and an egotistical love of controversy offer no those converted persons who are exceedingly 
resistance, the unity of the Spirit composes dis- conscientious; they are thus either led to enter- 
sessions by the bond of peace; the truth is then tain a false confidence, or they are distressed by 
readily found, and unanimously acknowledged; painful scruples of conscience. Those who are 
for the decision is made by the counsel and act less in earnest, are also less easily affected by 
of the Lord. (Leonh. and Sp.).—The two words: such things. (Rieger).—The most important re- 
“yoke” and “grace,’ 1 burned as fire in their solution adopted by the apostolic Council, and 
hearts, and they sat in silence in the presence of the one which retains its validity at all times and 
the Lord. (Besser).— Gave audience to Paul in all places, refers to the release of believers 
and Barnabas. — These men explained and who live under the new covenant, from the yoke 
confirmed all that Peter had stated respecting of the ancient ceremonial law. It is an impor- 
the salvation of God whioh had appeared to the tant resolution, which 'the church of Christ 
Gentiles. This is, indeed, the right course, when should very gratefully accept, and apply with 
one teacher resumes the subject where his pre- great fidelity, as a very precious result of His 
decessor had paused, and relates even greater meritorious work. For while the divine cha- 
wonders which God had wrought, and when all racter, the purity, and the importance of this 
is let forth in such harmony, that it is obvious first Church Council were thus demonstrated, 
to every hearer that it is one God—one Spirit— these features appeared less distinctly in suc- 
vho worketh in them all. In such cases, the ceeding times, when such Councils were held 
apostolic blessing [2 Cor. xiii. 14] is bestowed in either to gratify carnal passions, or to determine 
ill its fhlness. (Ap. Past.).—“O Lord Jesus trivial matter?. (Ap. Past). 

Christ! Do thou thyself convene the true Coun- Vbb. 20. That they abstain from pollu- 
cfl, and there preside! Deliver thy people by tions of idols, etc.—To abstain from idolatry 
thy glorious advent!” (Luther’s Smalcald Arti- and fornication, was a duty which they owed to 
c!es) [at the close of the Preface, ed. Reoh. p. God; to abstain from things strangled, and from 
303 — Tb.] blood, was a duty prescribed by fraternal love.— 

Tib. 18-16. James answered, saying - - - “It Is a mark of a purified Christian, that he 
and to this agree the words of the pro- avoids not only evil itself, but also the very ap- 
phets. —Peter had referred in his address pearanoe of evil. To the Christian nothing can 
ehiefly to the work of God; James now shows be a matter of indifference; the actions whifeh 
how ftilly the word of God in the writings of the he performs, either honor or dishonor the name 
prophets agreed with the former. (Rieger).— of the Lord. But at that time, when Jews and 
Even when signs and wonders occur, still the Gentiles dwelt together, His name was dishon- 
question ought to be considered, whether the ored, when any one did those things which were 
Scriptures agree with them. (Ap. Past.).—The regarded by the world as undeniable signs of 
apostles spoke by the mouth of Peter; James, the heathenism.” (Williger). 

brother of the Lord, speaks as an elder or bishop On thb wholb bbction. — Vbb. 1-21. The im - 
of the church. (Besser). portance of the firet Church Council: I. The ques- 

Vkb. 16. After this I will return, etc.—It tion which was discussed, ver. 6; (it referred to 
was not without the guidance of the Holy Ghost, the conditions of salvation). II. The spirit in 
that James was conducted precisely to this pas- which it was discussed, ver. 7; (a spirit of love 
sage. For it speaks, first, of the fall of the and truthl. III. The principle in accordance 
Jewish church and the abolition of its temple with whicn the deoision was made, ver. 8, 9,12; 
service; it, next, conveys the promise that God (the testimony of God, borne in his word, and in 
will build a new church on the ruins of the old, his acts). IV. The confession which was made 
and gather together in it all the Gentiles; it, the basis of the resolution adopted by the Coun- 
lastly, sets forth that this church shall receive oil, ver. 11; ( 4 We believe that through the 
salvation only through the name of the Lord grace,* etc.). (Apelt).— How dote the Christian 
which should be called upon it, t. e. t on which it conduct the wars of his Lordf I. With oourage— 
would believe. (Ap. Past.).—And will build in order that he may retain the crown; II. With 
•€*in the tabernacle of David, which is fraternal love—that love may not grow cold; III. 
fallen down. —The kingdom of Christ is not of With humility—that the Scripture may preside 
this world; hence it is here termed a tabernacle as judge. (Ahlfeld).— We believe that through the 
which seems, indeed, to have fallen down, but, grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved: 
nevertheless, the Gentiles shall, through grace, this is a confession, I. Of penitence, which pro¬ 
lodge in it The times of the New Testament are, ceeds from a deep and clear consciousness of sin; 
in general, times of re-arrangement and restora- II. Of humility, which testifies that no merit at* 
tion, and, indeed, all theology refers to the res- tachesto good works; III. Of faith, which recog' 
toration of that which is fallen; Acts i. 6; Rev. nixes the riches of the love of God in Christ; IV. 
xxi. 8, 6; Hebr. ix. 10. (Starke).—God will be Of joy, which is founded on the peace of the par- 
the builder; He will even close up all the doned soul. (Leonh. and Sp.J.— We are saved, 
breaches [Amos ix. 11], and raise up that whioh not by the law , but by grace: (LiscoJ.— That God 
is fallen. God Himself will do all. What a rich purifies the heart by faith, ver. 6-12: I. That the 
•ource of comfort we find here! Let us then be heart of man needs purification; II. That this 
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purification is effected by faith; TIT. That this 
purification of the heart by faith, is the work of 
Almighty God. (Langbein). — The Confession: 
*We believe that, etc.’, ver. 11; I. Its meaning; 
II. Its source; III. Its fruit (id.J.— The princi¬ 
ples according to which that which ts temporary in 
Christianity may be distinguished from that which is 
enduring. (Lisco).— The Christian mode of conduct¬ 
ing religious controversies: I. Willingness to be 
guided by unmistakable manifestations of the 
power of God; II. A common desire to search 
the Scriptures, and make them the basis of union, 
(id.).— The Church Council at Jerusalem, a model 
for all succeeding ages: I. Its'occasion was a vital 
question of the Church—a question relating (a) 
not to the faith (for on this subject, which was not 
at that time denied, no Council can make a de¬ 
cision from which there is no appeal), but (6) 
to the life and conduct (concerning the practical 
application of admitted doctrinal truth to eccle¬ 
siastical order and Christian practice). II. Its 
spirit was strictly evangelical; (a) a spirit of 
truth, sustained by the word of God and Chris¬ 
tian experience; ( b ) a spirit of love, which sought 
not its own, but the welfare of alL III. Its re¬ 
sult was a blessing for the church; (a) progress, 
by a positive and final release from antiquated 
external ordinances, but (6) a progress sanc¬ 
tioned by the unchanged fundamental principles 
of the Christian faith and practice, ver. 11. —The 
issue of the first Church Council, a triumph of the 
Holy Spirit: I. His triumph, as a Spirit of liberty, 
over the yoke of outward ordinances, ver. 10, 
19; II. His triumph, as a Spirit of faith, over the 
delusion respecting human wisdom and right¬ 
eousness, ver. 9ff. and 15 ff.; III. His triumph, as a 
Spirit of love, over a haughty self-will, and a nar¬ 
row-minded partisanship, ver. 1,2,7,12,19-21.— 
[A maxim respecting peace, or,] An irenic princi¬ 
ple (formerly ascribed to Augustine; see Her¬ 
zog’s Encyk. “Meldenius”), claiming the obser¬ 
vance of all ages: I. In necessariis unit as, ver. 11; 
II. In dubiis libertas , ver. 19; III. In omnibus 
caritas, ver. 7,18, 20. [Liicke published in 1860 
an essay, whioh has been much admired, on the 
“age, author, original form, and true sense,” of 
this celebrated maxim. After rejecting the claims 
of others, he ascribes it to Rupertus Meldenius, 
a Lutheran theologian who lived during the ear¬ 
lier part of the seventeenth century. Klose, the 
writer of the article in Hsrzoo’s Encyk. (IX. 
805), recently found the original work of Melde¬ 
nius in the. city library of Hamburg. The au¬ 
thor, as it now appears, expressed himself in the 
following terms, which may be regarded as the 
true reading: Si nos servaremus in necessariis 
Unitatem, in non necessariis Liber totem, m utrisque 
Charitatem, optimo certe loco essent res nostras. 


—Tb.]. —The Holy Ghost, the best President of ec¬ 
clesiastical synods and pastoral conferences: L He 
permits every one to speak, both men who are 
not distinguished in the assembly (ver. 5), and 
also eminent leaders (ver. 7, 12)—the timid and 
the bold; II. He unites all on the common ground 
of the divine word and a living faith, (ver. 9, 11, 
15); III. He conducts the proceedings to a happy 
issue—resolutions discussed with wisdom, and 
unanimously adopted, (ver. 19 If.).— When breth¬ 
ren are engaged in deliberation, there is a time to 
speak, and a time to be silent: I. Boldness of speech, 
when (a) scruples of conscience (ver. 1, 5), and 
(6) clear convictions of the mind (ver. 7, 12, 13) 
are to be expressed; II. Meek silence (ver. 12), 
when (a) a childlike obedience to the will and 
word of Gpd, and (6) indulgent and pacific sen¬ 
timents respecting the brethren, are to be mani¬ 
fested.— ‘Be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage ’ (Gal. v. 1)— a warning addressed by the 
apostles to modem Christianity: I. Paul pronounces 
it (ver. 2-4)—that great apostle of the Gentiles, 
who hazarded his life in the attempt to cast down 
the barrier of Jewish traditions by the power of 
evangelical liberty; II. Peter repeats it, (ver 7- 
10)—that rock of the primitive church, whom 
God himself conducted to a knowledge of the 
truth [Mt. xvi. 17], and whom the church that 
demands an implicit faith, in vain invokes as its 
patron saint; III. James unites with them (ver. 
18)—that preacher of the law; all testify alike, 
that the righteousness of faith [Rom. ix. 30] is 
the only way of salvation.—* We believe that, etc.* 
(ver. 11)—the common watchword of our evan¬ 
gelical, as well as of the primitive, apostolic 
church.— The confession of faith presented at Augs¬ 
burg,* no other than that of Jerusalem: I. The ene¬ 
my with which it contends is the same—Phari¬ 
saism: (a) bondage, imposed by man; (6) the 
righteousness of works; IL Its foundation is the 
same: (a) the word of God; (6) Christian expe¬ 
rience; III. The spirit which it breathes, is the 
same: (a) boldness in confessing the truth; (6) 
the meekness of love; IV. The way of salvation 
which it proclaims, is the same: (a) free grace, 
on the part of God; (b) a living faith, on the part 
of man.—[Ver. 11. Peter’s confession of faith: L 
(“We shall be saved ”). The Balvation, of which 
Peter speaks; (a) What is implied by “being 
saved”! (6) Who shall be saved! (“ we”). II. 
(“The Lord Jesus Christ”). The author of our 
salvation, (a) Christ is the author; ( b ) the only 
author. III. (“Through the grace of, etc.”). 
The ground of our salvation, (a) Not our works 
or merit, but (6) grace. IV. (“We believe.”) 
The faith of Peter in this salvation, (cl A clear 
and distinct faith; (6) expressing itself in no¬ 
tions.—T b.]. 
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C.— THE DECISION, AND THE EPISTLE OP THE ASSEMBLY. 

Chapter XV. 22-29. 

22 Then pleased it [resolved] the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send 
chosen [to choose and send] men of their own company [from among themselves] to 
Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely , Judas surnamed 1 Barsabas, and Silas, 

23 chief [who were leading] men among the brethren: ♦Ancl they wrote letters by them 
after this manner [And they placed in their hands the following letter]; The apostles 
and elders and* brethren send greeting unto [salute] the brethren which [who] are of 

24 the Gentiles in Antioch and, [in] Syria and Cilicia: ♦Forasmuch as we nave heard, 
that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your 
souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law [have heard that some (per¬ 
sons) who went out from us, have troubled you with discourses, in that they unsettle 

25 your souls] f to whom we gave no such [om. such] commandment: ♦It seemed good 
unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen [Therefore we, being assem¬ 
bled with one accord, have resolved (edogev) to choose and sendlmen unto you with our 

26 beloved [our dear friends] Barnabas and Paul, *Men [Who (Barn, and P.) are men] 
that have hazarded their lives [their souls] for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

27 *We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall [will] also tell you the same things 

28 by mouth [things verbally] 4 . ♦For it seemed good to [pleased] the Holy Ghost, and 
to [om. to] us, to lay upon you no greater [further, xX£ov~\ burden than these 1 neces- 

29 sary things: ♦That ye abstain from meats offered to idols [from idol-sacrifices], and 
from blood, and from things [any thing]® strangled, and from fornication: from which 
if yc keep yourselves [therefore, if ye keep this], ye shall do well [it will go well with 
you]. Fare ye well. 

1 Ver. 22. [In place of cvuraAovjtrvor before Ba/xr., of text, rec., from H., fathers, etc., recent editors agree in adopting 
the simple form <coAoii/&«vor, with A. B. G. D. S. G., and Cod. Sin., and regard the former as an explanatory correction. 
-Til] 

* Ver. 28. Fire important MSS., A. B. C. D. and God. Sin., omit koX ol [of text, rec .] before A8«A $ oL , as well as several 
fathers and versions [Vulg., etc.]. Lachmann has therefore cancelled *ai ol. But it may easily be conceived that the omis¬ 
sion was occasioned by a scruple respecting the cooperation of the congregation with the apostles. [Meyer, whose opin¬ 
ion de Wette adopts, supposes that the omission was the result of a hierarchical feeling, and that the two words are gen¬ 
uine. — T*.]. B. G. EL, and most of the versions and fathers, insert real oi, and this reading is, with Tischendorf, to be ro¬ 
ofed as genuine. [It is dropped by Alf. as an interpolation. Cod. 8ln. (original) omitted it, but it was inserted by a later 
hand, marked C by Tisch.—T*.] 

1 Ver. 24. The words: Ki yorm wtpir4fLvevSax koL tim m* rbv v6/iov, [of text, rec., and found in C. E.] are wanting in A. 
B. D. [and Cod. 8in.], In several versions [Vulg. etcj, and fathers; they are a gloss from ver. 1 and 6, and have therefore 
been very properly cancelled by Lacb. and Tisch. [But both Meyer and de Wette incline to the opinion that the words are 

E >iniine; B. even inserts 8el alter vipvN/ij the manuscripts vary considerably; Alf. says that the words are “ manifestly an 
tenmlsttoa,” and. like Bora., omits them.—T*.] 

* Ver. 27. [In place of “ mouth,” (Tynd., Cranmer, Geneva), the margin of the Engl. Bible proposes “ word.” (Wicllf.): 
fai Kirov t» equivalent to “ verbally ” or “ orally.”—T il] 

1 Ver. 28. Tischendorf has cancelled rovrwv [of text. rec. from E. G.1 after r&v Mrayten, but on the authority of only one 
maametipt, viz. A. [The word is omitted by several minuscules and fathers.]. Lach., in accordance with B. C. D. [and H.], 
raadi tovtw* vmv Mraycct [and is supported by Meyer. — D. omits rwv. Alf. omits rovrwv altogether, as a marginal gloss. 
—Cod. Sin. (original) reads: rovrwv crmyKoit; a later hand (C) here inserted n»v .—ewavayteous is found also in A. C. 
—Ta.1 

•Ver.». Tischendorf [with Lach.], in accordance with A (orig.). B. 0 [and Cod. SlnJ.reads sal nvucv&v, whereas the 
singular, avurrov [of text, rec.] is found in A. (corrected), as well as in E. G. H. [Vulg.—D. omits sol rrv. Alf. agrees with 
Tfech., and supposes that the singular is an “ alteration for uniformity with Yer. 20.”—Cod. Sin. (original) exhibits the 
plural, for which a later hand, C, inserted the singular.—Tn.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 22. a. Then pleased it, etc.—The re¬ 
solution adopted by the assembly as the result of 
the proceedings which are described above, is 
now given. The word iSofe, ver. 22 and 25, fre¬ 
quently occurs, in classic Greek, in the formal 
resolutions of a senate, a popular assembly, or 
other body invested with authority, and hence 
the resolutions themselves are termed rd dedoyfitoa 
or 6&yftarai com. oh. xvi. 4. The assembly con¬ 
sisted, according to this account, of three classes: 


1. apostles; 2. elders of the congregation at Je¬ 
rusalem; 3. the members of the congregation 
itself; all the latter were present, that is, the 
male members (oi hdehpol, ver 28), without doubt, 
however, those only who were of fall age. But 
the terms: avv bXy rrj ktu&qolp, and ol adehpol , ver. 
28, show quite plainly that the customary names 
of this assembly, viz., “Apostolic Council,** 
“Convention of the Apostles,’* are not altogether 
appropriate. Independently of the fact that the 
elders of the congregation had already been ad¬ 
dressed by the congregation at Antioch, ver. 2, 
as well as the apostles, and, aooording to ver. 
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6, 22, 28, participated in the proceedings, it is 
expressly stated that the congregation itself in 
Jerusalem, was present at the assembly, and that 
the members were not merely hearers, but also 
assisted in framing the resolution (trvv bXy r. 
1/ucA.). 

b . To send chosen men [to choose and send 
men]. ('E/cAefa/ilvoiv— ntpypai, is equivalent to: 
tva tKhef-dfievot — irtprpuoi. [Wiser: Or. N. T. 
| 88. 4.]). The resolution to choose messengers 
among the members of the congregation at Je¬ 
rusalem, and send them to Antioch, had not been 
previously proposed. It was a happy thought, 
although the name of the person who first sug¬ 
gested it, is not given. The congregation of An¬ 
tioch had sent a deputation, consisting of several 
of its members to the one in Jerusalem (xai riva$ 
&X%ovc kf avruvy ver. 2.). It was, accordingly, a 
just and reasonable recognition of this congrega¬ 
tional embassy, when the Christians of Jerusa¬ 
lem likewise sent messengers of its own to An¬ 
tioch, in order to express, in this manner, 
its fraternal sentiments, and contribute its share 
in strengthening the bond of union which al¬ 
ready existed. It was, moreover, a judicious 
measure that messengers from Jerusalem ac¬ 
companied Paul and Barnabas, inasmuch as 
the testimony of the former fully confirmed the 
report tarnished by the Antiochians on their re¬ 
turn; omnibut modi* cavebatur, ne Paulus tenten- 
tiam concilii videretur pro *uo referre arbitrio. (Ben- 
gel). Comp. ver. 27: koI airrovc—airayyMXoirrac 
ra avid. 

c. Two men were chosen for this purpose: the 
first was Judaa, snrnamed Barnabas, of 
whom we have otherwise no knowledge what¬ 
ever; his surname has induced some learned men 
(Grotius, for instance) to believe that he was a 
brother of Joseph Baysabas, who had, with Mat¬ 
thias, been proposed as a candidate for the apos- 
tleship, ch. i. 28.—The other was Silas, well 
known as, subsequently, a fellow-laborer and 
companion of Paul in his missionary work among 
the Gentiles; Paul himself calls him Silvanu* (I 
These, i. 1; 2 Cor. i. 191. Both are here de¬ 
scribed by Luke as hvdpeq ffyobpevoi tv role ddetyoZf, 
i «., they not only exercised great influence, but 
were also office-bearers in the congregation, 
whose duty it was to guide others; compare 
Hebr. xiii. 7, 17, where the officers and teachers 
of the church receive this title [# yobpevot ]. They 
were, probably, elders of the congregation in 
Jerusalem; Luke calls them also prophet*, ver. 82. 

Ver. 28. a. And they wrote letter* by 
them [And they placed in their hands the fol¬ 
lowing letter ( rdSe ); for the anacoluthon ypd\fpav- 
ref instead of ypd^avraq, see Winer: Or. N. T. 

( 68. I. 1.—Tr.]. The adoption of a resolution 
that a general epistle should be addressed to 
the Gentile-Christians, is another circumstance 
which had not hitherto been mentioned in the 
account of the proceedings, that is, if we assume 
that heurreOuaL, [see Exbg. note on] ver. 20, sig¬ 
nifies, not Uteri* mandate, but, simply, mandate. 
An epistle was the most suitable means for con¬ 
veying to the remote Gentile-Christians, whom 
the matter concerned, a knowledge of the deci¬ 
sion and pleasure of the assembly, in the origi¬ 
nal form, and in an authentic statement. The 
document was plaoed in their hand* (did. x*ipb f , 


avrov), i. i., of Judas and Silas, the two messea- 
gers aent from Jerusalem—not in those of Paul 
and Barnabas. It is the only congregational 
general letter of the apostolic age, which has de¬ 
scended to us, and the oldest synodical public 
letter (if we may use the expression), withwhieh 
i we are acquainted. Luke does not mention tht 
name of the person who composed it, or acted as 
scribe, neither does he state the language in 
which it was written. But its genuine Greek 
epistolary form, beginning with ^afoctv, and 
closing with tpliua&e, and the phrase ei rrpdrretv 
(ver. 29), which so frequently occurred in let¬ 
ters, render it very probable that it was origi¬ 
nally written in Greek, and that Luke has, con¬ 
sequently, given us an exact copy of the original 
itself. We may, besides, easily suppose, as Ben- 
gel has already done, (who is sustained by Bleek, 
in Stud, and Krit., 1886, 18871, that James, the 
brother of the Lord, composed the letter, in the 
name and by the authority of the assembly. For 
he exercised at that time already (oomp. xiL 17), 
a commanding influence in the congregation, and 
he had himself, on the present occasion, materi¬ 
ally assisted in conducting the assembly to a de¬ 
cision. And, lastly, an analogy, in more than 
one point, may be found between this letter sad 
the Epistle of James, of which he in unquestion¬ 
ably the author. 

b. The apostles, and elders, etc.—The let¬ 
ter is addressed to the Gentile-Christians as to 
brethren (roif—d&ApoZf rtwf ef b&vw), and thus 
their equality with the Judaso-Christians in rank 
and privileges, is unequivocally acknowledged. 
They are, further, described as inhabitants of 
Antioch, of Syria, and of Cilioia. The capi¬ 
tal citv, the congregation of which had originally 
brought the matter forward, is appropriately 
mentioned in the first place; the name of ths 
whole provinoe (Syria) suoceeds, and that of Ci¬ 
lioia is then added. It neoessarily follows that 
Christian congregations must, already at that 
time, have existed in Cilicia, [oomp. xv. 41], and 
that they, too, had been disturbed by ths efforts 
of the Judaists. On the other hand, the congre¬ 
gations which had been recently formed in the tire 
provinces of Asia Minor, vis., Pisidia and Pam- 
phylia, are not mentioned, although the proceed¬ 
ings in Jerusalem referred also to them; comp, 
oh. xvi. 4. It is possible that they had not yet 
been disturbed by the visits of Judaso-Christians, 
who entertained Pharisaical sentiments. 

Ver. 24. As we have heard.—The occasion 
of the letter is stated in brief; but expressive, 
terms: The assembly declares that the proce¬ 
dure of those who had molested the Gentile con¬ 
gregations by their Judaiiing demands, was nw- 
authorized; o<f ov duaretXdpe&a, i. e., ‘they re¬ 
ceived no commission, no authority, for such a 
course, from us.’ Their conduct is described as 
a rapdaaecv Xdyot ?— conduct which created distur¬ 
bances, doubts and scruples; Paul uses the same 
expression in GaL v. 10 ; 6 rapdmnev vpif. The 
result is, tarther, described as an hvomcevd^carrmc 
1*>X<k i’fi&v, evertere, deatnter* animat; this vert 
does not occur in the 8eptuagint, and is foud ia 
the New Testament only in this passage, it sig¬ 
nifies: to break down, to destroy, a budding, and 
is, hence, precisely the opposite of duuiop****; 
oomp. ch. ix. 81. The assembly, aooordiaglj. 


Digitized by L^ooQLe 




CHAP. XT. 22-29. 


289 


did not spare the authors of those troubles, but Holy Ghost and to us.—With regard to the 
disapproved of their conduct and condemned it, grammatical construction, it may be remarked 
as not only altogether unauthorized, but also as that we should not depart from the most obvious 
adapted solely to disturb the consciences of men. and simple sense (according to which two sub- 
/ Vie. 25, 26, a. To send chosen men [To jects are placed in juxtaposition, to whom the 
ehoose and send men]. The assembly, on the decision and the resolution are ascribed), 
other hand, unequivocally sanctions, in its gene- unless an unintelligible or inappropriate inter- 
ral letter, the course pursued by Paul and Bar- pretation of the words would-be the result. But 
Babas. They are significantly styled ol dyairryrol the most obvious sense is, at the same time, here 
iftw. While the Judaistic emissaries had as- appropriate in every respect; see below, Doo- 
sumed a hostile attitude towards the apostles of trinal and Ethical, No. 4. It is, therefore, not 
the Gentiles, the Judmo-apostles, the elders, and necessary to resort to any far-fetched interpre- 
tbe whole congregation in Jerusalem, emphati- tation and assume that a hendiadys occurs here, 
tally express the ardent love with which they re- i. e., either “to the Holy Ghost in us,” (Olshau- 
gard Paul and Barnabas, and declare that they sen), or, “ nobis per Spiritum Sanctum” (Gro¬ 
wers intimately united with them in spirit. More- tins). The explanation of Neander appears to 
over, they commended the unconditional self-de- be even more artificial; he assumes that the 
votion of these two men, who were willing to sao- words r. dy. irvebpart occur as an ablative, i. «., 
rifice even their lives for the Lord Jesus, for the “through the Holy Ghost it pleased us also , (as 
confession of his name, and for His honor. [Men, well as Paul and Barnabas).” [Neander recalled 
ver. 26, (av&p6icoic) in apposition with Barns- or modified his original opinion in a later edition 
bas and Pant, not with men (dvdpag) in ver. of Gesck. d. PfL (History of the Planting, etc. 
25.— Te.]. (Hapadoirvai rijv irvxfo means: to de- l. 166, text and note 1), and explains: “We have 
User % <p, to jeopard, the soul, the life.). These resolved” (not “through,” for then b should 
words were intended to be a recommendation precede, according to the N. T. usus loquendi) 
and a justification of the two men, on whom per- “under the guidance of the Holy Ghost, to lay, 
■anally their opponents had doubtless thrown bus- etc.”—Ta.]. The resolution means, in general, 
picion, but for whose integrity the members of that the assembly did not wish to impose any 
the assembly pledge themselves.—The name of further burden on the brethren among the Gen- 
Barnabas precedes that of Paul [Bee Exxo. note tiles except “these necessary things.” ('J&ireride- 
©n ver. 12-15. a .—Te.], as the former had been adai is not passive, imponi per quosvis doctoree 
longer known to the apostles and the oongrega- (Bengel), but occurs here in an active sense, as it 
lion, and this arrangement is a plain indication aoes in by far the greatest number of cases in 
of the genuineness of the letter [of its “ diploma- which it is employed. 

tie” precision. (Bleek, Meyer, ae Wette).— Te.] b. To lay no greater burden. —The whole 

b. The resolution was adopted by them yevo- assembly, accordingly, declares that the Gentile- 
ftboq bfio&vfiadfo (an adverb, where an adjective Christians shall be exempt from any further ex- 
would be expected [Winer: Gr . N . T . j 64. 2. — actions, as far as a Mosaic legality is concerned, 
Te.]), that is: “after we were of one mind”; and be required to abstain only from the four 
the sense is that the resolution was not adopted things which James had already specified. The 
by a majority, while a difference of opinion still enumeration in ver. 29, differs from that in ver. 
remained, but by a unanimous vote. We must, ac- 20, merely in substituting eldoXd&ura for elduha 
cordingly, suppose that after those who enter- (the former: partaking of sacrifices which had' 
tained Pharisaic views, had expressed themselves been offered to gods), ana in assigning the fourth, 
in very emphatic terms, (see ver. 6 and 7), they instead of the second place to icopveia. The words* 
wera ultimately silenced by the decisive testi- at the close: k£uv — ev irpd^ere, show conclusively 
mony of the apostles, and the cordial concur- that the term tndvayKeg does not refer to any un- 
rence of the large congregation. Compare conditional and absolute necessity of a moral) 
Baumgarten [Die Apostelgesch , etc.], II. 1,169. It nature, for that language would be vemr inex* 
is not, indeed, implied that their Judaistic senti- pressive and feeble, and, indeed, altogether in^ 
meats had been changed or extirpated, but sim- appropriate, if the intention was to demand am 
ply, that, at the moment, they felt that they abstinence which was absolutely and per se in* 
were defeated, and bowed before the power of dispensable. The last sentence rather seems to 
the truth. give counsel, in a faithful and impressive man* 

Tee. 27. We have went, therefore. —The ner. ’Ef 6v is not to be understood as in direct 
two ambassadors, Judas and Silas, who had been connection with diarrjpelv, in the sense of: absti* 
chosen in order to proceed with Barnabas and nere a re, for diarrjpelv is always connected with 
Paul to the Gentile-Christians (ver. 25), are di- an accusative, only seldom with pfj, and never with 
reeled to announce did Xdyov, i. by word of etc; e$ uv is, therefore, equivalent to “in conse- 
mouth, the same things (rd avrd) which the letter quence of,” or, “accordingly.” Ev rrgdrruv does 
contained. The expressions rd avrd and did Xdyov, not mean: to do morally right, but, to be in a good 
belong together, so that the sense cannot be, asNe- condition; it is against the usus loquendi at the 
Ender supposes: ‘Judas and Silas will tell you the New Testament, to regard it as identical with 
same things that Paul and Barnabas announoe.’ ow&ijvai (Kuinoel). [Ev ir gd£ere —says Meyer, 
The following words, moreover, viz., ldo£e yap , who refers to various passages in Plata and 
■how that the subject to which dirayyiXhuv refers, Demosthenes,—means: “ Ye shall be in a favor- 
can be no other than the substance of the reso- able condition,” namely in consequence of the 
lotion concerning the Christianity of the Gentile- peace and concord which will then prevail among 
Christiana. Christians. 'Eppoode is the epistolary Valets .— 

Tee. 28, 29. o. It seemed good to the Te.] 




THE ACTS OP THE APOSTLES. 


I 


e. With respect to the question: How emu the 
present report of the assembly and its proceed¬ 
ings, be reconciled with the statement of the 
apostle Paul in Gal. ii. 1 if., see my Apost, u. 
naekap. ZcitalL 2d. ed. p. 898, [where Lechler de¬ 
votes more than 40 pages to a successful exami¬ 
nation of, and answer to, certain difficulties pro¬ 
posed by Baur, Schwegler, Zeller, eto.—T r.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. This is the first ecclesiastical assembly or 
Synod that is mentioned in the history of the 
Church; it furnishes an apostolical model for all 
succeeding ages. It was held for the purpose of 
considering an important question, inToWing es¬ 
sential points connected with the Christian doc¬ 
trine end life—a question, too, which it was 
imperatively necessary to answer. The subject 
concerned the entire church of Christ of that 
age—the Gentile-Christians in a direct, and the 
Judmo-Christians, in an indirect manner. The 
decision was roluntarily submitted by the con¬ 
gregation of Antioch, which was immediately 
interested, to Jerusalem, as the mother-church. 
But the apostles did not assume the office of 
deciding, still less did Peter act alone; they did 
not even proceed to action with the elders as their 
associates; on the contrary, the whole congre¬ 
gation at Jerusalem was present, and rendered 
essential aid in the solution of the question that 
had been proposed. The opposite opinions which 
were entertained, were expressed with the utmost 
freedom. But truth and evangelical liberty 
triumphed, and, indeed, solely by the power of 
the Spirit—of the word of God—of His wonder- 
fill works. The decision was made, not by a 
doubtful majority whioh tyrannised over the 
minority, but by the assembly, with entire una¬ 
nimity of sentiment This result moreover, had 
not been previously known and arranged, so that 
the proceedings were instituted only for the sake 
of appearance, or afforded simply a delusive 
spectacle. The views which ultimately prevailed, 
and the practical resolution which was adopted, 
were, on the contrary, the development and 
natural result of the preceding discussion. The 
resolution was not skilfully constructed to suit any 
concessions whioh the several parties made with 
a calculating spirit; it was the fhiit of an honest 
consideration of the whole matter, conducted in 
the fear of God and with a desire to maintain 
the truth, and it proceeded from men who were 
tguided and illuminated by the Holy Spirit; see 
•below, No. 4. 

2. The assembly addressed an epistle to the 
brethren among the Gentiles; the genuineness 
and Authenticity of the alleged decrees of the 
assembly were thus established by a written in¬ 
strument The wish that the report of the pro¬ 
ceedings should not be simply verbal, was both 
wise and benevolent Although Paul and Bar¬ 
nabas might epjoy the confidence and love of the 
apostles and the congregation in Jerusalem in 
the highest degree, and although Silas and Judas 
might possess very great influence, and really be 
jfYobfuvot, they were, nevertheless, not infallible 
men, whose report was necessarily and absolutely 
trustworthy; the sense of the assembly oould be 


conveyed with perfect accuracy and fidelity effiy 
by writing. Our evangelical motto is: Verbs 
solo . The word of the Scriptures, as inspired 
by the Spirit—the word in which the Spirit lives, 
and through which the Spirit can, with power, 
fulness, and directness, influence accessible souls 
—is our treasure, and firm ground of faith 

8. True Christian love is not effeminate and 
feeble in its character, or so spiritless that it 
does not venture at any time to refuse its con¬ 
currence. If the Redeemer could not have pro¬ 
nounced a “Woe!” in the case of perverse men, 
of Pharisees and Scribes, his “Blessed!” would 
not possess that heavenly power of love, which 
it now exercises. If the apostles and brethren 
had not spoken in opposition to the Pharisees in 
the assembly, disapproved of their course, and 
uttered words of stern rebuke (ver. 24), they 
would not have displayed siaoere love to the 
Gentile-Christians, and to Paul and Barnabas 
themselves. But they repelled the former with 
the utmost decision, in order to add to the free¬ 
dom and oordiality with which they embraced 
the latter. He alone who unhesitatingly end 
consistently honors the truth, is capable of en¬ 
tertaining a genuine, Christian love in his heart, 
and manifesting it in his life. 

4. The declaration: It seemed good to the 
Holy Ghost, and to us, is of great import¬ 
ance. It has, on the one hand, been often inter¬ 
preted as an expression of hierarchical arro¬ 
gance, and has been exposed to oensure; it has, 
on the other, been altered in sense and softened 
by interpreters, with good intentions, but with¬ 
out due consideration; see Exso. etc. above, ver. 
28, 29. a. In order to ascertain the true mean¬ 
ing of the words, the circumatanoe should be 
carefully noted, that the letter speaks of two re¬ 
solutions adopted by the assembly, only one of 
which is mentioned in this manner. The reso¬ 
lution to send messengers to the Gentile-Chris¬ 
tians, ver. 25, is introduced only with the words: 
ISofcv t)fdv yevofthwf 6fiadvpaA6v\ the other, a 
the contrary, according to which no further har¬ 
dens should be imposed on the Gentile-Christians, 
and only abstinence in certain eases should be 
required, is thus introduced: Idofc ay. wv. sal 
fffuv. It hence follows that the assembly does 
not ascribe all its resolutions ultimately to the 
Holy Ghost, but only that momentous derision 
which so deeply concerned the conscience alike 
of the brethren among the Gentiles, and of the 
Judmo-Christians themselves. It is solely this 
resolution whioh the assembly recognizes as one 
not only dictated by human wisdom, but also di¬ 
vinely inspired, or as one which proceeded from 
the guidance of the Holy Ghost himself. Can it 
be possible that this expression of the convic¬ 
tions of the assembly, contained an error or a 
wrong—that it originated in a fanatical self-de¬ 
lusion—or, that it was an attempt to deorive 
others, suggested by spiritual pride or hierarchi¬ 
cal ambition? By no means! It oonveys, «u 
the contrary, a striking truth, conceived with cm* 
tire sobriety of judgment, and announced in a 
devout spirit after calm deliberation. The as¬ 
sembly recognizes with humility and gratitude 
to God, and is not ashamed to make the confes¬ 
sion before men, that, with regard to the best 
course, or the true bond of union, that is, sack 
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» solution a8 neithtr sacrifices truth to lore, nor 
violates love for the sake of truth—a eolation 
which both vindicates evangelical liberty, and 
secures the unity of the church of Christ—-they 
are indebted, not to themselves, but to the Holy 
Ghost, who guides into all truth; and thus they 
give the glory to God. And yet they do not deny 
that they, too, had labored, had carefully delibe¬ 
rated in common, and honestly sought after the 
truth—and that the result had not been obtained 
from above while they slept, but followed after 
they had themselves (xaX ifdv) made diligent 
and earnest efforts. This peculiar language re¬ 
cognises, accordingly, both the divine and gra¬ 
cious operations of the Holy Ghost, and also the 
independent action of man in searching and la¬ 
boring; it furnishes, not a partial, but a com¬ 
plete view of their internal convictions, and com¬ 
bines humility with Christian dignity.—The re¬ 
mark may, finally, be made, that this passage 
fiumishe8 an indirect proof of the personality of 
the Holy Ohoet. For it is only when this doc¬ 
trine is admitted, that a dotcitv, in the sense in 
which the word here occurs, can be asoribed to 
the Holy Ghost, i. e., an intention and determina¬ 
tion of the will. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vie. 22. Then pleased it the apostles, 
etc.—We have here a model of Christian pru¬ 
dence, suited to all succeeding ages; it teaches 
that mode of regulating the affairs of a congre¬ 
gation, deciding questions, and directing any in¬ 
stitution, by whioh the rights of conscience, the 
claims of love, and the existence of personal li¬ 
berty, are respected, while, at the same time, the 
welfare of the great majority is thus promoted. 
(Rieger).— Man of their own oompany [from 
among themselves].—The act of selecting mes¬ 
sengers from the congregation in Jerusalem, was 
of service both to the Christians of Antioch, and 
also to Paul and Barnabas. It convinced the 
former that their own messengers did not, as it 
frequently occurs, unconsciously report their 
own opinion as that of the assembly; to the lat¬ 
ter, nothing could be more welcome than a course 
by which their integrity, and their rightful claim 
to the title of apostles, would be attested by Je¬ 
rusalem. 

Vir. 28. And they wrote letters by them. 
—A mere verbal communication, even though 
upright brethren should be the agents, did not 
appear to the apostles to be an adequate and suf¬ 
ficiently sure method of conveying the knowledge 
of doctrinal truths and ecclesiastical ordinances. 
They deemed it necessary to express their sen¬ 
timents in writing. The circumstance shows 
how far the apostles were from entertaining the 
opinion that any individual could be infallible, 
although he might even be the most prominent 
among their brethren. We gratefully acknow¬ 
ledge the wisdom of God, who did not give us 
merely oral testimony, but furnished us with a 
“sure word of prophecy” [2 Pet. i. 19] in a 
written form- Our faith no# rests on a firm 
foundation, since we oan say: “It is written.” 
(Ap. Past.). 

Vi*. 24. As we have heard - - - sub¬ 
verting [in that they unsettle] your souls.— 


Observe that the Holy Ghost does not send the 
men who teach works and the law, but says that 
they oonfase and distress Christians. (Luther). 
—The Holy Ghost does not send false teachers; 
they come without authority; they do not edify, 
but only oonfuse and distress. Even as sound 
doctrine cheers the heart, and makes it strong in 
God, so false doctrine unsettles the soul, and 
does not allow it to find true peace. (Starke). 

Veb. 26, 26. With our beloved Barnabas 
and Paul, men that have hazarded their 
lives, eto.—With the same firmness and deci¬ 
sion with which they withdrew from the Chris¬ 
tians of Jerusalem who entertained Pharisaic 
sentiments, they acknowledged Barnabas and 
Paul. They term them beloved friends; and, 
for what reason? They delivered up their lives 
for the name of Christ, not only by exposing 
themselves to bodily danger, but also by conse¬ 
crating all the powers of their souls to the ser¬ 
vice of Jesus. Such a course still continues to . 
constitute the duty and the glory of a servant of 
Christ. Ha issues the command: “Die at the 
post of duty, but gain souls for the Lamb.” (Wil- 
liger). 

Vkr. 27. Tell you the same things by 
mouth. —The oral and the written testimony 
were intended to sustain each other. It was 
necessary that the dead letter of the Scriptures 
should be made alive by the Holy Ghost who 
spoke through the men of God. And so, too, in 
our own day, it is not sufficient that the word of 
God should be read; it must also be heard, when 
it is spoken by divinely enlightened men. (Wil- 
liger). 

Vrr. 28. For it seemed good to the Holy 
Ghost, and to us. —The Holy Ghost is the ar¬ 
biter and judge in matters of religion.—The de¬ 
cision of a case which believers have considered 
in the light of the Holy Ghost, may very pro¬ 
perly be regarded as a decision of the Holy 
Ghost.—Our decision should not anticipate, but 
conform to, that of the Holy Ghost.—Let no one 
attempt to obtrnde his fancies on others, as if 
they constituted the will of the Holy Ghost. 
(Starke). 

ViR/ 29. From whioh if ye keep your¬ 
selves, ye shall do well. —Even when they 
mention those few points whioh they deem ne¬ 
cessary, they employ very moderate terms (“Ye 
shall do well”), as compared with the violent 
threats of the others (“Yeeannot be saved”, ver. 
1). How tenderly we should deal with the con¬ 
sciences of men! (Rieger).—As we learn from 
the introductory words or the Epistle, that the 
command was not intended for all the congrega¬ 
tions, so, too, we learn from these concluding 
words, that it was not to be of perpetual validity, 
but to endure only until the attachment to the 
Mosaic ordinances, had somewhat abated. (Ap. 
Past, and BengePs Gnomon).— Fare ye well. 
Through this concluding salutation, expressed in 
the manner of the Greeks, the Hebrews became 
Greeks to their Greek brethren. They oould, 
with great propriety, say: “Fare ye well,” to 
brethren who had found eternal life by faith in 
the Lord Jesus, and whose fraternal love was the 
rule of their conduct in all the affairs of this life. 
“Fare ye well”, that is, Be faithful to Jesus! 
(Besser). 


1 


Digitized by L^ooQLe 




292 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


The wisdom and the love with which we should 
deal with errors and the erring, in the Church .— 
The Church of the Lord possesses legislative powers: 

I. Because the Spirit of God operates in her, 
rer. 28; II. Because it is her duty to decide on 
the changing affairs of this life with a view to 
the salvation of mankind, ver. 24, 29. (Lisco).— 
How is that which is temporary in Christianity to be 
set asidet L When has the proper time arrived? 

II. By what considerations are we to be guided? 
(id .).—The Epistle of the church of Jerusalem to 
the brethren among the Gentiles, viewed as an ade¬ 
quate and valid charter for mankind, now released 
from the bondage of the law: adequate and valid, 

I. On account of the occasion which called it 
forth; (it oonoerned the question: Moses or 
Christ ? Human traditions, or the work of God ?) 

II. On account of it* holy and inviolable source: 


it was dictated by the Holy Ghost, ver. 28). 

II. On account of its venerable bearers* (they 
were heralds of evangelical grace and troth, 
whom God himself had accredited.) IV. On 
account of the incontestable truth of its con¬ 
tents; (exemption from the temporary cere¬ 
monial, but not from pie eternal monl law, 
ver. 29; release from the yoke of servile obedi¬ 
ence, but not from the service which self-denying 
love renders to the Lord, ver. 26 ).—True etsar 
getical liberty: it is, indeed, L Freedom from 
human ordinances and a ceremonial service, ver. 
24, 28, but at the same time, II. Subjection, in 
love, to the Lord (ver. 26), to the eternal moral 
law, ver. 29 .—The written word of God, and its 
living bearers; each is attested by the other: L 
The Scriptures, by the character of the bearers: 1L 
The bearers, by the character of the Scriptures. 


D.—THE RSTURH. THE BFTECT PBODUOED PARTLY BY THE EPISTLE, AJTD PARTLY BY THE REPORT 
OP THE ME8SXHGERS WHO CAME FROM JERUSALEM. 

Chapter. XV. 80-85. 

30 So when they were dismissed, they [These were now dismissed (jubv o5v), and] 
came to Antioch: and when they had ("then they] gathered the multitude together, 

81 they [together, and] delivered the epistle: * Which when they had read,‘they rejoiced 

82 for the consolation. 1 *And [But] Judas and Silas, being [who were] prophets also 
themselves, exhorted the brethren with many words [discourses], and confirmed 

33 [strengthened] them. *And [But], after they had tarried there a space [for a time], 
they were let go [dismissed] in [with] peace from [by] the brethren [in order to re- 

34 turn, npb<f\ unto the apostles. 1 ^Notwithstanding [<W] it pleased Silas to abide there 

35 still [om. the whole verse'] 1 . *Paul also [But Paul, Si] and Barnabas continued in An¬ 
tioch, teaching and preaching the word of the I^rd, [in common, pard] with many 
others also [om. also]. 

l Ver. SI. [Instead ot consolation (Tynd, Cranm., Genera, Rhelms) the margin of the Engl. Bible offers exkortatim. 
napoffA^tf, as well as Zuspruch (adopted by Lechler), admits of both versions, according to the context. Robinson (Lea. 
H. TX regards the following as the sense: “ instruction, teaching , i. e., hortatory.” See Exxo. note, below.—Tn.1 

* Ver. 33. [Instead of avoordAovv, ot text. rtc. from H. G. H., recent editors read dswrsiAavrac avroifc, with A. B. 0. 
D. Ood. Sin., Valg. (ad eos qui miserant Ulos\ many minuscules, etc.—Tn.] 

* Ver. 34. The words: Jiofi M ry 2tA* avrov, of text. rtc. [constituting the whole of ver. 84), are unquestion¬ 

ably spurious, and have been rejected by Griesbach, L&chtnann and Tischendorf; they are fonnd only in two uncial MSS. 
[0. D. and some versions], whereas thev are wanting in the other five uncial MSS. [A. B. E. G. H. and also Ood. Sin-1 
00 minuscule mss., several ancient versions, and Chrysostom and Theophylact. [The present text of the Valg. exhibits 
the words with the following addition from Dj Judas autem solus abiit Jerusalem, but the latter is omitted in Cod. Asai- 
atinns.] This addition to the text was doubtless made for the reason that, otherwise, ver.40 would seem to be unintelligibls. 
[The verse is omitted by Alford, who, with others, supposes that the interpolation is intended ■** to account for being 
found again at Antioch, ver. 40 .”—Tr.] 


EXXGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 80-82. a. So whan they were dis¬ 
missed.—Certain religious services were pro¬ 
bably held, when the men took leave, as in the 
ease mentioned in oh. xiii. 8. *Anohvdbreq, no 
doubt, refers primarily to the two messengers 
sent from Jerusalem, as the epistle was placed in 
their hands, according to ver. 28, compared with 
ver. 27, and they alone oould deliver it, on their 
arrival at Antioch, to the congregation. Still, it 
may be easily oopjectured that all the travellers, 


including Paul, Barnabas, and other Antiochians, 
were sent away by the congregation of Jerusalem, 
in a fraternal spirit, and with special religions 
services. 

b . Gathered the multitude together.— 
As soon as the messengers reached Antioch, they 
discharged the duties assigned to them, at a 
meeting which the whole congregation attended; 
the epistle was delivered and rad. The remit 
was, that the Christians were conscious of no 
other feelings than those of joy, on account of the 
;r ao&KXqats whioh it contained, that is, its frater¬ 
nal and tranquiUising language, which completely 
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silenced the Pharisaic demands by which they 
had been disturbed {Luther: “comfort,” and de 
Wette somewhat similarly: “ tranquillizing assu¬ 
rance.*’). [“Ila/rejaUecrav, exhorted (‘‘comforted,” 
Bengel), which occurs in ver. 82, does not render 
it necessary to interpret the noun here: exhorta¬ 
tion (Beta, Meyer), for the letter contains but 
little hortatory matter.” (de Wette).— Tr.].— 
After the letter had been read, the two messen¬ 
gers, Judas and Silas addressed the assembly, as 
they too, (a al avroi) t as well as Paul and Barna¬ 
bas, were endowed with the gift of prophecy 
[seeziii. 1. b., and the references there.—Tn.], 
and, as inspired men, could utter holy and in¬ 
spiring words. They now exhorted the congre¬ 
gation, and strengthened the souls of the believers 
in their faith, by copiously speaking the living 
word. 

Vbb. 88-85. And after they had tarried.— 
The two messengers of the congregation in Jeru¬ 
salem, after having spent some time in Antioch, 
were dismissed by the Christians of the latter 
city, in order to return to the apostles. They 
were sent away with religious solemnities and 
with peace (fiei* elpfoaft, with sentiments of 
peace, and with good wishes, i. «., with blessings). 
[“The allusion is to the formula that was cus¬ 
tomary at parting: iropetxrv, or, faraye eiq dpfpnjVy 
or, h e\pffinfr Mark v. 84; Lu. vii. 60: viii. 48; 
Acts xvi. 80; Jam. iL 16.” (Meyer).—Tn.]. It 
appears that both Judas and Silas now returned 
to Jerusalem; whereas, the conjecture that Silas 
remained behind in Antioch, was inserted in the 
text as early as the fifth and sixth centuries, to 
which Cod. Ephraemi (rescriptus),JCI., see above, 
note 8, appended to the text.—Tift.] and Cod. 
Cantabrig. [or, Bezse; D.] belong. [“There is 
no improbability in supposing, either that Paul 
sent for Silas before setting out upon his second 
mission, or that Silas had returned to Antiooh in 
the mean time.” (Alexander).—Tn.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Many different modes of exhibiting Chris¬ 
tian truth have already been mentioned in the 
present narrative: napoKahelv and hrumjpt^ecv, 
▼er. 82, and comp. ver. 41; oh. xiv. 22; again, 
6i66ok£iv, ver 85, and evayyehl£eo&ai rbv Myov tov 
wplov, ibid. The latter phrase, as in ch. xiv. 7, 
21, means the preaching of the Gospel to those 
who are still unacquainted with its joyfhl tidings; 
It describes the work of missionaries. Hence 
the statement in ver. 85 refers to certain labors 
of Paul and Barnabas, partly, in the bosom of the 
congregation, and partly, beyond its confines, 
that is, in the vicinity of Antioch. A Mokeiv de¬ 
scribes, specially, the act of communicating doc¬ 
trinal truth, which is designed to afford still 
clearer views, and to produce a still deeper con¬ 
viction of the truth which had already been ac¬ 
knowledged. XiapOKahelVy on the other hand, 
designates the act of exhortation, and is applied 
to^ discourses which influence the will and the 
mind, and form the character of the hearer; its 
result is hrion?p'i£etv, that is, thq actual strength¬ 
ening of his souL 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 81. Whioh when they had read, 
they rejoiced. —This short epiBtle created joy 
among them. But how much more should we 
rejoice that we are permitted to read so many 
epistles of the apostles! And what a source of 
joy the entire Bible should be to us, which is, in 
truth, an epistle of God, addressed to men! 
(Quesnel).—No one can so fully enjoy the comfort 
whioh exemption from the law affords, as those 
who had previously felt the pressure of this 
heavy yoke. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 82. And Jndas and Silas - - - ex¬ 
horted the brethren. —They have no wish to 
be idle in Antioch. How happy the faithful 
teacher’s heart is, when he can conduot souls to 
the Saviour 1 The slothful servant, on the other 
hand, imagines that he has accomplished a vast 
work, when he oomplies with his official obliga¬ 
tions, and fulfils the public duties which are im¬ 
peratively demanded. {Ap. Past.).—Even the 
apostolic age, although it enjoyed the ordinary 
means of edification furnished by the word of 
God, did not discard such extraordinary means 
of strengthening its faith. The glory of the Lord 
is reflected in each of his servants with a peculiar 
lustre; the old and well-jtnown evangelical truth 
often makes a peculiar impression, when it is 
proclaimed in a manner to which we had not 
hitherto been accustomed (as at missionary fes¬ 
tivals, ecclesiastical diets, etc.). (Williger). 

Ver. 83. They were let go In peace from 
the brethren. —When we have faithfully de¬ 
livered the message intrusted to us, we can re¬ 
turn in peace to him who sent us; John xvi. 5, 
28. (Starke).—We should not be discouraged, 
nor apprehend that a religious controversy can¬ 
not be decided satisfactorily, provided that the 
parties fear God, and are willing to reoeive in¬ 
struction. (id.). 

Ver. 35. Paul also and Barnabas con- 
tinned, etc. — Remember, 0 my soul, the 
weighty saying: “Go, when Jesus calls thee; 
hasten, when he draws thee; pause, when he re¬ 
strains thee.”—When Jesus glorifies the day of 
his grace in any spot, then rejoice that mercy is 
granted to others.—But when he demands thy 
services, arise in strength; when his voice is si¬ 
lent in thy soul, make no attempts of thine own. 
(Zinzendorf). 

The bond which unitet the Christian congregations: 
we see it, I. In the teachers who went from one 
congregation to another with their message; IL 
In the truth, which, without change, was pro¬ 
claimed to all alike. (Lisco).— The Gospel of the 
free grace of God in Christ Jesus , a consolatory 
epistle addressed to every conscience which is bur¬ 
dened by the law, ver. 31. — The blessed journey of 
the messengers of peace, who carry the Gospel with 
them: I. They convey peace to anxious hearts, 
ver. 81 ; II. They unite believing souls in peace, 
ver. 82, comp, with ver. 24; III. They depart in 
peace to the mother-church in the heavenly Je¬ 
rusalem, ver. 88.—r7%e Epistle of the church <rf 
Jerusalem, ver. 28-29: I. Occasion; II. Contents; 
III. Spirit in which it is written.— The effects 
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produced by the Epistle of the church of Jerutalcm, 
ver. 80, 31: L Described: (a) it assigned a pro¬ 
per position to the apostle of the Oentiles 
(opened a wider door); (6) oorreoted the ex¬ 
treme views of Judmo-Christians (expelled the 
error oonoerning righteousness by works); (c) 
established the Qentile-Christians in their holy 
faith (free salvation in Christ). II. The ciroum- 
stanoes which enabled it to produoe such effects: 


(«) the holy source from which it proceeded; (4) 
the wisdom whioh pervaded it; t c) the importaat 
principles whioh it established. HI. Lessons 
taught by these effects: (a) the Christian made 
of conducting religious discussions; (6) the 
benefits arising from a judicious system of csnreh 
government and discipline; (c) the value of the 
word of God as the souroe of light and grace.— 
Ta.] 


SECTION III. 

THE SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY OF PAUL, ACCOMPANIED BY SILAS AND TM0- 
THEU8, TO ASIA MINOR, AND EUROPE. 


Chaptib XV. 86—XVIII. 22. 

COMMRNGBKSHT Of TH1 JOURNEY. PAUL AND BARNABAS 8EPARATB ON ACCOUNT OF JOHN MARX; 
BARNABAS PROCEEDS WITH MARK TO OYPRU8, AND PAUL WITH 81LAS TO SYRIA AND CILICIA. 

Chapter XV. 86-41. 

36 And [But] some days after, Paul said unto Barnabas, Let ns go again [Up (M}\ let 
ns turn back] and visit [look after] onr 1 brethren in every city where [in which] we 
have preached the word of the Lord, and see [am. and see] how they do [bear them- 

37 selves]. *And Barnabas determined to [advised that they should]* take with them 

38 John, whose surname was Mark. *But Paul thought not good to [deemed it just not 
to] take him [this one, todtov] with them, who departed [had fallen away] from them 

89 from Pamphylia, and went not [had not gone] with them to the work. *And the 
contention was so sharp between them, [Hence ( oZv )* a sharp contention arose, so] 
that they departed asunder [separated] one from the other: and so [oni. so] Baroa- 

40 has took Mark [along], and sailed unto Cyprus; *And [But] Paul chose Silas [as a 
companion], and departed [went forth], being [after having been] recommended 

41 [commended] by the brethren unto the grace of God [of the Lord] 4 . ♦And he went 
[journeyed] through Syria and Cilicia, confirming [and strengthened] the churches 
[congregations]. 


1 Ver. 36. ['Hjmm' after from G. IL, Is omitted in A. B. 0. D. M. Ood. Shu, Vulg. eta* mid is canosOed by iw 

cent editors generally.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 87. , E0 ovAcv<j'«to [ottemt. roc. and retained by Alf.] is supported, It is true, by only two uncial MSS. [G. H; B. 

has 40ovA«tf«rol, while four of the latter [A. B. G. R, and aleo Ood. Sin.}, and nearly all the versions (Vulg. salelnf] exMbtt 
4/BodAero [which Lach. and Tiech. adopt). But oould have ter more readily been substituted, aa an easier reed¬ 

ing, than that it, if the original word, should hare been converted by a later correction, into e/SevAcvraro. [The latter we* 
usually interpreted In the sense of ifiovKtro ; comp. v. 83. (Meyer).—Instead of rbv W, of text r*c~ from G. recent 
editore read ««1with A. C. 1. Vulg.—B. and Cfcd. Sin. have col rte I*.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 38. [Tor obr before xmpo$ n of text. roe. from C. B. G. H n Lach. Tiech. and All eubetitute 34 from A. B.D. and OsA 
Bin.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 40. Kvpfov [from A. B. D. and God. Sin., and adopted by reoent editore] is preferable to 6eo? [In C. B. G. IL, 
Vulg.], which seems to be conformed to the parallel passage in ch. xiv. 96. 


KXKGKTICAL AND CRTTI0AL. 

Vrr. 86. The commencement of the seoond 
missionary journey of Paul is not stated with 
chronological preoision ; it took place soma days 
after. Silas and Judas had, according to ver. 
88, remained for some time at Antioch, and, af¬ 
ter their departure, Paul and Barnabas con¬ 
tinued in Antiooh, ver. 86. (It is probable 


that Peter's visit to Antioch ooc u rre d during 
this period, GaL ii. 11 ffl). Paul now projmsei 
to set forth on another journey. He had under¬ 
taken the former by the direction of the Holy 
Ghoet, who spoke by the mouth of oertain pro¬ 
phets, oh. xiii. 2. On the present occasion, the 
suggestion prooeeds from Paul, who exhorts 
Barnabas to unite in the work with him. He 
appears to have had originally no other purpose 
than that of visiting the congregations which 
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kid been founded during the former journey. 
This fact is implied by the word brurrpbpavTtc, 
(i. re-entering a road that had previously been 
travelled over)., as well as by the language: 
ertOKtif&fie&a —jtwc ixovat ; that is, the primary 
purpose was to visit only those cities in which 
both had preached the Gospel. They wished to 
look after the brethren iruq lx ° WT£ » *• «•» to ascer¬ 
tain their present moral and religions state, and 
their condition in general. [’Ev cu$ y because 
iraoav is used in a collective sense, Wwxn. Or. 
N. T. I 21. 8. (Meyer).—T b.] 

Tan. 87,88. Barnabas appears to have at once 
expressed a willingness to unite with Paul in 
visiting the congregations, but he advised (e/3ov- 
Aefatro, consulere) that they should take John 
Mark along, as their companion; Paul refused 
his consent; he could not approve of the propo¬ 
sition that Mark should accompany them, as the 
conduct of the latter on the former journey 
seemed to him to have been a fatting off from 
them both {hnoardvra taken in a strict sense of 
the word). The term h£icwv designates a moral 
judgment: “he does not deserve that we should 
take him with us; he has made himself unworthy 
of it.” The peculiar mode of expression, more¬ 
over, very plainly shows that Paul’s indignation 
on account of that conduct, was avowed with 
warmth and energy; see ch. xiii. 18, Exxo. note; 
(t^v diroordvra—prj ovjnr. tovtov). [Toirrov, at the 
dose: “we may well believe that Paul’s own 
mouth gave originally the character to the sen¬ 
tence.” (Alf.V— Tb.] 

Vie. 89-41. Barnabas did not agree with Paul 
In judging the conduct of Mark with such seve¬ 
rity; the latter was, besides, his nephew, Col. 
iv. 10. consobrmus, Vulg.; relative, de 

Wette; cousin, Robinson; Meyer.— Tb.]. A dis¬ 
cussion, conducted with great warmth,—a sharp 
contention (irapofvopdq) —ensued, and the result 
was that the two men parted, and took different 
roads. [“ There is little doubt that severe words 
were spoken on the occasion. It is unwise to be 
over-anxious to dilute the words of Scripture, 
and to exempt even Apostles from blame. - - - 
We cannot, however, suppose that Paul and 
Barnabas parted, like enemies, in anger and 
hatred. It is very likely that they made a deli¬ 
berate and amicable arrangement to divide the 
region of their first mission between them, Paul 
taking the continental, and Barnabas the insular, 
part of the proposed visitation. Of this at least 
we are certain, that the quarrel was overruled by 
Divine Providence to a good result. One stream 
of missionary labor had been divided, and the 
regions blessed by the waters of life were pro¬ 
portionally multiplied. St. Paul speaks of Bar¬ 
nabas afterwards (1 Cor. lx. 6,) as of an Apostle 
actively engaged in his Master’s service.” 
(Costs. & H. ; Life, etc. of St Paul, I. 270-272). 
—“Luke does not mention the re-union which 
was subsequently effected (Col. iv. 10; Philem. 
ter. 24; 2 Tim. iv. 11), which would be very 
surprising, (as Mark was a disciple of Peter), if 
the opinion of those were correct, who allege 
that too Book of Tin Acts whs written in order 
to harmonise Paulinism with Petrinism.” (Meyer, 
ndloe. n .).— Tb.]. Barnabas adhered to his pur¬ 
pose, ana, retaining Mark, proceeded with him to 
the island of Cyprus, his original home (iv. 86), 


while Paul chose Silas as his companion, who 
had, according to ver. 88, returned to Jerusalem 
[on the omission of ver. 84, see note 8, appended 
to ver. 80-85, and the Exxo. note.—T b.], but, 
as it would appear, afterwards came back to An¬ 
tioch. The statement, ver. 40, that Paul was 
dismissed in a solemn manner, and commended 
in the intercessory prayers of the congregation 
to the grace of the Lord, does not seem to include 
Barnabas. It is possible that he departed sud¬ 
denly, or immediately after the dispute with 
Paul; at least A is journey is more directly con¬ 
nected in ver. 89 with that scene, than that of 
Paul. It is oertain, however, that Barnabas, 
after sailing to Cyprus, performed precisely the 
labors which Paul had proposed, ver. 86. Paul, 
on the other hand, in company with Silas, tra¬ 
velled by land, and, primarily, visited Syria and 
Cilicia, so that, like Barnabas, he sought his own 
early home, and, at first, oonfined his labors to 
the Christian congregations which had already 
been established, and which he strengthened in 
faith and in the Christian life. [“Here we 
finally lose sight of Barnabas in the sacred re¬ 
cord.” (Alf).— Tb.] 


dootrinal and ethical. 

1. Paul seems, at the first view, to have merely 
followed an impulse of his own mind, in under¬ 
taking the second missionary journey, which was 
of far greater extent than the first, and con¬ 
ducted him even to Europe; whereas, on Jh'e 
former occasion, he was directed by the Holy 
Ghost to set forth, and was commissioned by the 
congregation at Antioch. Still, the second jour¬ 
ney, which was So abundantly blessed, was not 
the result of human plans and individual choice. 
It was, without doubt, from a sense of duty with 
respect to the congregations in Asia Minor, 
which had been established during the first 
journey, or, in consequence of the suggestions 
of his conscience, which was enlightened and 
guided by the Spirit of God, that Paul resolved to 
undertake this journey, and summoned Barnabas 
to accompany him. He did not at that moment in¬ 
tend to preach the Gospel, primarily, to uncon¬ 
verted men—to engage in the work of foreign mis¬ 
sions ; he rather designed to inquire into the state 
of those who were already converted, and to en¬ 
courage them—a work allied to domestio mis¬ 
sions, or, as it were, the “inner mission”. It 
was only during the progress of the journey that 
he became conscious that more extensive labors 
were assigned to him. The journey was intended 
to bear the character of an apostolic visitation; 
its purpose was: kmoKbl>ao$ai rovg bdelfov? — n<jq 
Ixovcl, quomodo se hakeant in fide, rnnore , ape; 
nervua vieitationis ecclesiasticm (Bengel)—an apos¬ 
tolic model of a church-visitation; comp, also ch. 
viii. 14, 16; ix. 82. 

2. Paul practically demonstrated, in the oase 
of Mark, all the keenness and severity of his moral 
judgment. He regarded the act of the latter in 
withdrawing from him and Barnabas, and from 
their common work at that time (xiii. 18), not as a 
matter of indifference in a moral point of view, but 
as one which, in his judgment, betrayed an inex¬ 
cusable want of fidelity and Christian steadfast- 
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ness. Mark did not apostatize from Christ Him. 
self, but from them ,—the two messengers of Christ 
avT&v , Ter. 88). Paul does not condemn him in 
exaggerated and passionate terms, as if he had be¬ 
come an infidel and an enemy of Christ . But he 
would not permit Mark to accompany them on the 
second journey, for he would otherwise have thus 
conferred on the latter a privilege, a dignity, a 
distinction ffiiov), of which he had rendered 
himself unworthy. Barnabas does not accord 
with Paul in pronouncing this stern sentence, but 
prefers to act in a mild, calm, and forgiving 
spirit. Each of the two men, doubtless, aided in 
conducting Mark to the salvation of his soul; the 
severity of Paul led him to repentance, humbled 
and warned him, while the gentleness of Barna¬ 
bas preserved him from despondency. Paul did 
not, subsequently, remember the affair to his 
disadvantage, but must have forgiven him, for, 
otherwise, he would not have conveyed Mark’s 
friendly salutations to the Colossians, and recom¬ 
mended him to the congregation (Col. iv. 10). 
[See Exso. note on ch. xiii. 18.—Tx.] 

8. The scene which Barnabas and Paul exhib¬ 
ited, ver. 89, was marked by so much heat and 
passion, as far as we are enabled to judge, that 
it cannot have left either party, at the close, free 
from the stain of sin. [“ J erome says: •* Paulus 
severior, Barnabas clementior; uterque in suo 
sensu abundat, et tamen dissensio habet aliquid 
human® fragilitatis.” Contra Pelag. II. 622. 
And Chrysostom says: “6 IlavAof t^f/rei to tiixatov, 
6 B apvdfiaf rb tyl'XAv'&pvKov.” (Conyft. and H. I. 
271. n. 4 .)—Te.].—H ere, again, the word of Qod, 
in place of covering the sins of the most worthy 
servants of God with the mantle of charity, testi¬ 
fies with the utmost sincerity respecting them, 
for the sake of the truth. The case affords 
another proof that where sin abounds, the grace 
of God in Christ does much more abound [Rom. 
v. 20], so that, although so many temptations, 
and such great infirmity of the flesh may inter¬ 
vene, grace nevertheless preserves, sanctifies and 
sustains the children of God. Indeed, even this 
separation, which could not have occurred with¬ 
out sin, nevertheless produoed good fruits, in the 
overruling providence of God, which does all 
things well, and conducts all to a glorious issue. 
Not only did Paul, no longer hindered by a com¬ 
panion of equal, or, originally, of superior rank, 
develop all his powers of action in an indepen¬ 
dent manner; but, further, the division of the 
work between himself and Barnabas, promoted 
the general interests of the cause. He had hith¬ 
erto labored in common with Barnabas, in only 
one direction; but now, two missionary journeys 
were simultaneously undertaken, and, instead of 
. a single pair of missionaries, two pairs now labor, 
.at the same time, in different places. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vie. 86. Let as so again and visit our 
brethren, eto.—It is not enough to plant a con¬ 
gregation ; it must also be watered and nourished; 
1 Cor. iii. 6. (Starke).—A church-visitation that 
is judiciously conducted, is necessary, in refer¬ 
ence to pastors, as well as to the hearers. (Ques- 
nel). 


Ver. 89. And the contention was se 
sharp, etc.—Even the most eminent saints are 
not without their faults, whioh should, however, 
be carefully distinguished from dominant sins. 
(Starke).—But why did this dissension ooeor, 
and why is it even recorded here ? Will it not, 
during all succeeding ages, give offence? No! 
It is precisely in this respect that the scriptural 
narrative differs from human biographies. The 
former exhibits a good man to our view, and then 
proceeds to state his faults, showing, at the same 
time, the manner in which the overruling grace 
of God, nevertheless, conducts all to a happy is¬ 
sue. The latter usually dwell on favorable cir¬ 
cumstances, and, nevertheless, often leave the 
reader in doubt respecting the true character 
of the individual. Mark, who is afterwards 
found walking in the right way (CoL iv. 10), may 
have, on the one hand, been deeply humbled by 
the rigor of Paul, and, on the other, comforted 
and encouraged by the indulgent love of Barna¬ 
bas. The one was as necessary to him as the 
other. (Rieger).—Barnabas occupied the posi¬ 
tion of a kind and gentle mother, who is very 
willing to excuse and overlook the faults of her 
children. Paul acts like a thoughtful father, 
who applies the rod, and says: ‘The spoiled 
child must be taught to feel.’ (Gossner).—Paul 
appears to have entertained a correct view of the 
case, rather than Barnabas, and Gideon famished 
him with a model belonging to the Old Testa¬ 
ment, Judg. vii. 8. Still, it was not necessarv 
that he should contest the point with such 
warmth; he might have remembered the exam¬ 
ple which Abraham gave; Gen. xiii. 8, 9. It 
was well, however, that the two men separated. 
Those whose characters are so essentially diffe¬ 
rent, can seldom accommodate themselves readily 
to one another. Even while they remain breth¬ 
ren in Christ, it is better that each should stand 
alone. (Williger).—Let us look away from the 
errors and infirmities of the saints, which, how¬ 
ever, the Bcriptures never conceal, and let us 
rather contemplate the unerring hand of the 
Lord, which guides all things to a happy end. 
The severity of Paul did not injure Mark, but 
rather induced him to be more faithful; and, at 
a subsequent period, Paul speaks of Barnabas as 
his faithful associate in the work of the Lord, 1 
Cor. ix. 6. (Besser). 

Vbe. 40. And Paul chose Silas, etc.—81- 
las, a Judeeo-Christian, educated in Jerusalem, 
the companion of the apostle of the Gentiles! 
What vast and happy results the occurrence 
mentioned in ver. 1, had accordingly produced! 
(Williger).— Recommended by the breth¬ 
ren unto the grace of God. —This special 
attention which the congregation paid to Paul, 
indirectly shows that the brethren virtually ap¬ 
proved of his course, rather than of that of the 
other. (Rieger). 

Human weakness, even m the most experienced 
Christians: I. That it does exist; II. Consolatory 
truths of religion in reference to it. (Lisco).— 
The contention of the brethren; I. What was the 
subjecl? (a) Both supposed that they were con¬ 
tending for Christ; (6) each contended, uncon¬ 
sciously, for himself and his own wilt II. 
Which one was in the right? (a) Both desired 
that whioh was right—the spiritual welfare of 
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the erring man, and the promotion of the king¬ 
dom of God; (b) neither was in the right, as 
eac’i adhered to nis own opinion, without fully 
examining that of the other; (c) both did right 
yhen they voluntarily separated, in order that 
lore night not be subjected to further interrup¬ 
tions. (id.).— Why do the Scriptures disclose the 
weaknesses of the servants of Oodf I. To mortify 
spirited pride, so that none may boastingly say: 
*1 shall never be overcome.’ II. To afford oom- 
fort in the midst of human infirmities, by sug¬ 
gesting the encouraging thought: ‘They, too, 
were flesh of our flesh.’ III. To render honor to 
the divine wisdom, which can educe a blessing 
even from the faults of men.— The Lord triumphs , 


even when his servants exhibit weaknesses: I. With¬ 
out His grace, even their virtues become failings; 
the mildness of Barnabas would have otherwise 
been a weak indulgence; the rigor of Paul, in¬ 
flexible harshness. II. By His grace, blessings 
flow even from their faults; the humiliation 
which Mark endured, aided in restoring his 
strength and firmness; the separation of the 
apostles divided the full stream of the Gospel 
message into two branches, and thus more wide¬ 
ly diffused the latter.— The divisions of the chil~ k 
dren of Qod carry their own remedy with them : for, 
I. They stand on the Bame foundation of faith; 
IL They have the same exalted aim; III. They 
bow in submission to the same Lord and Master. 


B. —ON THE ROAD PAUL ASSOCIATES TIMOTHEUS WITH HIM8BLP, AND, APTEB VISITING THE CONGRE¬ 
GATIONS WHICH HAD BEEN RECENTLY ESTABLISHED, TRAVELS RAPIDLY THROUGH ASIA MINOR, TO 
TROAS. 

Chapter XVL 1-8. 

1 Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, 
named Timotheus, the son of a certain Tom. certain] 1 woman, which [who] was a Jew- 

2 ess, and believed; but his father was a Greek; *Which [Who] was well reported of by 

3 the brethren that were at [brethren in] Lystra and Iconium. *Him would Paul have 

to [Paul desired, that this man should] go forth with him; and took and cir¬ 

cumcised him because of the Jews which [who] were in those quarters [places] : for 

4 they knew all that his father [for all knew of his father, that he] was a Greek. ♦And 
as they went [But as they journeyed] through the cities, they delivered* them the de¬ 
crees for to keep, that were ordained of [delivered to them for their observance the de¬ 
crees which had been made by] the apostles and elders which were at [elders in] Jeru- 

5 salem. *And so [Thus, then, pkv oZv \ were the churches [congregations] established 

6 in the faith, and increased in number daily. *Now [But] when they had gone through¬ 
out* [through] Phrygia and the region of Galatia [the Galatian region], and were for¬ 
bidden of [restrained by] the Holy Ghost to preach [from preaching] the word in Asia, 

7 ♦After they were come to [And came towards] Mysia, they assayed to go into [they at¬ 
tempted to journey to] 4 Bithynia: but [and, xa\ ] the Spirit [of Jesus] 6 suffered them 

8 not. ♦And [Then, d£] they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. 


1 Ver. X. [wo* after yvr., of text rec., from O. H., father*, etc. 1* omitted by Lach., Tisch., and Alt, in accordance with 
A. B. C. D. R. Ood. Sin., many minuscules, rersions, and fathers.—T r.] 

* Ver. 4. [For irapeS eftow, of text, rec ., Lach., Ti*ch., and Alf. read xaf>t&i&o<rav, with A. B. 0. (— Sevtar). E., and Ood. 
Ra. The reading of P., in the whole verse, varies considerably from that of the other MSS.—See Win sit: Or. N. T. g 14, 
L c-— Tr.] 

* Ver. 6. [Lech, and Tisch., with whom Meyer concurs, read, not fttcAStfrm, as in text rec. from G. H. and most minus* 
coles, bat Si$A0ov, with A. B. 0. D. E. and also Cod. 8in., etc. Alford, with whom de Wotto is inclined to concur, rejects 
tbs latter as an 44 emendation to avoid the repeated participial clauses." Lach. and Tisch. also insert Si after iMMvrts in 
ver. 7. with A. B. C. D. E. and Cod. Bln., which Alf. omits in accordance with G. H.—Tr.1 

, « Ver. 7. a. etc ttjv Bt Svriav is fully attested [by A. B. C. D. E. Cod. Sin., fathers'], whereas Kara. r. B. [of text, rec.] la 

supported by only two later manuscripts [G. H.—Etc is adopted by all the reoent editors; “sard is either an error of the 
copyists, occasioned by irarA r. M. which precedes, or is an intentional explanatory alteration." (Meyer).—T r.] 

6 Ver. 7. b. The text. rec. has merely to wyrvua [in accordance with G. HA while the flye oldest manuscripts [A. B. C 
(corrected).: icvptovAoriginal). D. E. and Cod. Sin., with Syr. Vulg. etc.] exhibit rb wv. 'Ijfovv, which is undoubtedly the 
genuine reading, flifoov is inserted by recent editors generally, and unhesitatingly acknowledged by Meyer, de Wette, 
•te-—Ta.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Fra. 1, 2. Then oame he to Derbe and 
Lystra. —Timotheus [whose name is “sometimes 
written in our Bible with an English termination, 
timothy” (Alex. ad. loc.). —Tr.] was, without 


doubt, a native of Lystra and not of Derbe, for 
the former name is the nearest antecedent 
to Uel. This view is supported by *ver. 2, in 
which Lystra is again mentioned, along with 
Iconium, while Derbe is not named. This is also 
the opinion of de Wette, Winer, and Meyer, al¬ 
though, according to the usual supposition (which 
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Neander also entertains), Derbe was his nature and, below, Doctk. etc. no. 1. [“Intermirrifi 
city.—Timothens was already a pafhrrfc y when with the heathen was forbidden by the law (see 
Paul,in the course of the present journey, came DeuL viL 8; Eire x. 2, 44; Neh. xiiL 28); but 
to this region; it may therefore be assumed that some suppose a distinction between rtramgt vise* 
he had been converted during the first mission- and strange hut bands, founded on the cases of 
ary journey [through the agency of Paul, who Esther ana Drusilla (eh. xxiv. 24).” (Alexander) 
calls him his ton in the Lord, 1 Cor. iv. 17; 1 Tim. ad. loc .).—Ta.] 

i. 2; 2 Tim. i. 2, perhaps in Antioch in Pisidia; Yin. 4-6. a. And as they went through 
see 2 Tim. iiL 10, 11. (Alford).—Ti.]. He was the eitiea. —Paul delivered the decrees of Je- 
the offspring of a mixed marriage, inasmuch as rusalea which were to be observed, when he re- 
his mother (named Eunioe, 1 Tim. L 6), was a visited the cities of Pisidia, Lyeaonia, and Pam- 
Judao-Christian, while his father was a *BAhrv t a phylia; he was accompanied, on this occasion, 
pagan. lovSaiaf is an adjective (John iiL 22), by Silas and Timotheus. These decrees and the 
as well as TSAAijvor.” (Meyer).—Ta.]. There is renewed intercourse of the oongregations with 
no indication whatever here found that the latter the apostle, strengthened the believers spirit- 
had embraced the Christian religion; it may, on u&lly, and promoted their external growth. Ben- 
the contrary, be inferred from the words: 6rt gel here makes the happy remark: rarum inert- 
*E Xhjv inrffpxev, ver. 8, that he was still a pagan mentu na. nvmero txrnul et gradu. 
at that time, and that he had neither become a b. The party continued their missionary jour- 
Jewish proselyte, nor been converted to Christ, ney; after leaving Pisidia, they crossed the 
(Luther's version: * his father had been a Greek, mountain range of Taurus, and, proceeding in a 
conveys a wrong sense). northerly direction, went to the midland districts 

Vsi. 8. a. Him would Paul have to go of Asia Minor. They visited Phrygia (the 
forth with him.—Paul resolved (rfttthqoev) that Phrygia Major of the ancient geographers) and 
Timotheus should leave the house of his parents Galatia; the latter received its name from cer- 
(/feAdriv), and proceed with him on his mission- tain Gaulish or Celtic tribes, which, during the 
ary joorney. The motives which influenced him third century before the Christian era, had left 
in selecting precisely this individual, are not Thrace, and, after inundating Asia, had estab- 
stated in direct terms. The connection, how- lished themselves in this region. [For Galatia, 
ever, indicates that one motive, at least, was far- see Conyb. axd H., Life etc. of St. Paul^ L 262. 
nished by the high regard (IpafrvpeiTo) which London. 1854.—Ta.]. Although the narrative 
the Christians in Lystra and loonium entertained mentions these provinces only in a eureory man- 
for Timotheus—a regard which was doubtless ner, .we can, nevertheless, assume that, during 
justified alike by his character, by his godly and the present journey, Paul established those con- 
upright walk, and by his gifts. Moreover, the greg&tions in several Galatian cities, to which, 
very circumstance that, on account of his desoent, about the year 66 A. D., he addressed his im- 
he was equally allied to the Jews and to the pa- portant Epistle. [“This very cursory notice of 
gans, may have aided in determining the apostle's a journey in which we have reason to think so 
choice. [“ Supposing Timothy to have been much happened (see oh. xviiL 23; GaL iv. 13 £), 
converted during Paul's first visit to Lystra, he seems to show that the narrator was not 
had now been a disciple three or four years." with him (Paul) during this part of the route; 
(Hackett, ad. loo.); see, further, 1 Tim. iv. 14; vL an inference which is remarkably confirmed by 
12; 2 Tim. i. 6.—Ta.] the sudden resumption of circumstantial detail 

b . And took and oircumoiaed him (Tim-* with the use of the first person, at ver. 10." 
otheus).—The expression hap. irtpdr. seems to (Alf.)—Ta.]. 

indicate that the apostle did it personally, and Yxi. 7, 8. But the Spirit suffered them 
not through the agency of a third party (Nean- not.—Paul intended, as it seems, to proceed at 
der) ; like every Israelite, he was fully authorized once from Galatia and Phrygia, in a westerly 
to ao it. It must necessarily be supposed that direction, to Alla, i. Aria procontularit, or, to 
Timothens voluntarily submitted to circumcision, the western coast, namely, to Mysia, Lydia, and 
What was the apostle’s motive in performing this Caria. But he and his attendants were restrained 
act? It had a reference to the Jews of those by the Holy Ghost (by some intimation or inter- 
cities, who well knew that the father of Timo- nal direction) from entering this region, and 
theus was a pagan. Accordingly, the motive there preaching the GoepeL When they had, 
cannot be traced to any disposition to yield to therefore, reached the eastern boundary of the 
CkritHant who entertained Pharis&io or Judaistic latter, they continued their journey in a north- 
views, and still less to any belief on the part of erly direction as far as Mysia, where this north- 
the apostle that oircumoision was per *e necessary west angle of Asia Minor tonches Bithynia end 
to salvation. He was influenced solely by con- the coast of the Bosphorus and the Black Sea,', 
siderations connected with the unconverted Jews intending to enter the latter distriot; but, here 
of that region, who would unquestionably have again, they were turned baok by the Spirit of 
taken offence, and been less accessible, if Timo- Jesus [see note 5, appended to the text—Ta.], 
theus, as the son of a pagan, and uncircumcised, and were restrained from preaching the Gospel 
had actively engaged with Paul in the work, there. [“ Under these circumstances they per- 
[Paul conformed to the principle stated in 1 Cor. ceived that they were directed to proceed to the 
lx. 20. (de Wette).—Ta.]. Besides, a Jewess west, to Greece, and it was thu oourse which the 
was not at liberty, according to strict Jewish Spirit really indicated." (Meyer).—Ta.].—With 
views, to marry a pagan, and the children who respect to the grammatical construction, the 
were the issue of such marriages, were regarded most simple method seems to us to be that af re- 
as bastards; see Ewald, Oetck. d. a. Z. p. 445, garding the three participles in ver. 6> 7, 
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6tM6rrt? — KtAv&hrreq — l\&6vrer, as expressing 
aVrtain sequence in the order of time; end this 
interpretation is also the most natural, in a geo¬ 
graphical point of riew. They were, accordingly, 
induced to pass along the bonders of Mysia, ver. 
8, £ e. y along the southern borders of Mysia Minor , 
and down the coast of the jEgean sea to the 
sea-port of Troas, on the south of the promonto¬ 
ry of Sigseum. [“Little Mysia belonged to 
Bithynia, Great Mysia, on the other hand, be¬ 
longed to the province of Asia.” (de Wette).— 
“Troas-as a district, thougn geographi¬ 

cally a part of Mysia, and politically a part of 
the province of Asia, was yet usually spoken of 
as distinguished from both. - - - Thus Ptolemy 
treats it as distinct from Great Mysia and Little 
Mysia. He calls it also by the name of Little 
Phrygia.” (Conyb. and H. I. 800, and no. 4.)— 
Tb.]. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The circumstance that Paul should have 
circumcised Timotheus, while, as he himself 
states in Gal. ii. 8, he would not, when he was in 
Jerusalem, permit his attendant Titus to be cir¬ 
cumcised, has given very great offence to some 
writers. They suppose that if the statement in 
the present passage were true, the apostle would 
have betrayed great weakness and inconsistency 
of character, and they therefore assert that the 
present narrative is absolutely incredible. (Baub, 
Panins, p. 129 ff. note; Zbllbk, Apoetgeech ., p. 
289 ff.). But the two cases differ so widely in 
their whole nature, that they cannot possibly be 
placed in the same category. In Jerusalem, Paul 
found Judaixing Christians before him, to whom 
he was not at liberty to yield; here, on the other 
hand, he had respect to the unconverted Jews of 
Asia Minor, whom he was apprehensive of re¬ 
pelling, if an unoircumci8ed missionary assistant 
had stood at his side, but to whom the circum¬ 
cision of the latter might open an avenue for the 
Gospel. Moreover, circumcision was demanded 
in the former case, as indispensable to salvation; 
the language employed, admitted of no other 
construction. Under suoh circumstances, it be¬ 
came a duty which Paul owed to the truth of the 
Gospel, not to yield. But Acre, the motive whioh 
actuated him proceeded from the peculiar cir¬ 
cumstances in whioh he was placed, and was not 
derived from any supposed religious necessity. 
fComp. my fLechler's] Apoet. u. naehap. Zeitalter , 
*d ed. p. 419. note 1). [This note of the author, 
exhibits the foregoing views, and is ohiefly occu¬ 
pied with remarks on the objections of Baur and 
Zeller.— Tb.]. The Formula Concordim (p. 792, 
sd. Reek.) already explains the distinction with 
accuracy:— Orcumcuionem Paulue aliae (m liber- 
lute (amen Christiana et epirituali) obeervare aUquo- 
Uet sotebat , Act. xvi. 8. 'Cum autem peeudoapos - 
toli eircumeisionem ad stabiliendum f oleum suum 
dogma {quod opera legis ad Justidam et ealutem 
neeeuana essent) urgerent, eaque ad eonfirmandum 
mm errorem m animie hominum abuterentur, tn- 
fenue qMrmat Paulas , quod ne ad horam [Gal. ii. 
6] quidem tpsis eesserit , ut veritas evangeld earta 
teetaque permanereL 

2. Paul was guided by the Spirit of God, when 
he directed his steps from the interior of Asia 


Minor to the sea-coast, opposite to Europe. 
II vevya aytov , (ver. 8) cannot mean the holy spi¬ 
rit of prudence which judged correctly of &e 
circumstances (de Wette), but designates, in ac¬ 
cordance with the doctrine and language of the 
whole book, the objective Spirit of God, whose 
communications, however, are received within 
the sphere of the human spirit, and who oan an¬ 
nounce His will. His divine and holy determina¬ 
tion, positively or negatively, to the soul. The 
guidance of the Holy Ghost is not, in the present 
case, of a positive nature—He does not com¬ 
mand, (as, for example, in ch. xiii. 2, 4); His 
influence assumes a negative form —He hinders , 
keeps away frpm, (KL)Xvdh>re? —ovk eiaaev avroOf ); 
the latter act seems to have been even more ear¬ 
nest and energetic in character than the former. 
—The Spirit is, in a single oase, ver. 7, [see 
note 5, appended to the text.— Tb.], named rd 
irvevpa 'Itjoov. The Spirit of the glorified Re¬ 
deemer, who truly lives and reigns, directly in¬ 
terposed on this occasion, when the Gospel was 
to be carried beyond the confines of one quarter 
of ihe globe, and brought to Europe; He re¬ 
strained by his irresistible intimations, so that 
ultimately no other route remained open, except 
the one whioh conducted to the sea-coast, and 
thence to Europe. 


HOMILETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ybb. 1 . Then oame he to Derbe and 
Lystra. —This was the soil which Paul had 
moistened with his blood, ch. xiv. 19; but how 
abundant were those fruits of his sufferings, 
which God afterwards enabled him to witness 
with joy. He here finds a number of disciples, 
when he revisits the spot, and among them, his 
own Timotheus—the trophies of his sufferings, 
the seals of his apoetleship. (Ap. PastL— Timo- 
thens, the eon of - - - Greek. —Who could 
have expected such a blessing from this unequal 
marriage? It is probable that his father either 
was already dead or had forsaken his wife, so 
that the believing mother enjoyed the more free¬ 
dom in bringing up her son in the knowledge of 
the Holy Scriptures. She had not, on the other 
hand, been able to effect his circumoision in his 
infancy. How many an orphan might be found 
in the world, bedewed with the tears of a devout 
mother, and growing up as a plant of the Lord! 
(Rieger).—The true disciples and servants of 
Jesus, are not in every case the sons of learned 
and devout fathers.—It was often only the pray¬ 
er or blessing of a godly mother or grandmother, 
which first enkindled the flame of a living know¬ 
ledge of Jesus in a youthful heart. (Ap. Past.). 

Ybb. 2. Well reported of by the brethren. 
—This is far more honorable than a testimonium 
whioh a candidate obtains by low arts from peo¬ 
ple of the world. (Ap. Past).—The child Jesus 
increased in favor not only with God, but also 
with man [Lu. ii. 52]; so God often prepares his 
agents by the formal testimony which a young 
man receives from others, and whioh often exer¬ 
cises a great influence on his fature career. (Rie¬ 
ger). 

Ybb. 8. Him would Paul have to go forth 
with him. —Besides the favorable testimony of 
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others, Paul must hare had a presentiment “that 
he would And no one who was so entirely like- 
minded as Timotheus” [Phil. ii. 19, 20]. (Rie¬ 
ger).—When we deny ourselves, and consequently 
seem to sustain a loss, but when our motives are 
pure, God provides a recompense in another and 
a better object. Paul declined, from a pure mo¬ 
tive, to take Mark with him; God now gives him 
Timotheus, who is both more competent, and 
more steadfast. (Starke).— Circumcised him, 
because of the Jews. —This act was not con¬ 
trary to the apostolic decree of Jerusalem, for 
the latter only declared that circumcision should 
not be forced on any one, as if it were necessary 
to salvation. Paul acted in each case solely in 
the interest of the GospeL When he had reason 
to apprehend that the latter would suffer injury, 
he resisted the attempt to enforce the law of cir¬ 
cumcision; but when he hoped that the cause 
of the Gospel would be promoted by it, he 
could direct another to be circumcised; and 
in other respects also, he could become to the 
Jews as a Jew. The act of an individual may 
often seem to proceed from carnal wisdom, or 
provoke the charge of fickleness, and may, 
nevertheless, have been performed in accord¬ 
ance with the same principle of faith or love. 
(Rieger).—“Paul circumcised Timotheus, in order 
to abolish circumcision,” that is, in order to open 
an avenue for the Gospel to the Jews. (Chry¬ 
sostom).—“It is just as if I should now go among 
the Jews in order to preach the Gospel, and 
should find that they were weak; I might, in 
that case, be willing to submit to circumcision, 
and to eat or to abstain, even as they do. But I 
would do all this in no other case, and no longer 
than while I oould be with them and labor for the 
Gospel.” (Luther).—Thus, in our own day, Gtitx- 
laff, the missionary, became a Chinese among the 
Chinese. 

Ver. 4. Delivered them the decrees for 
to keep. —Salutary decrees and ordinances 
should be diligently observed, or else they re¬ 
semble a bell without a clapper. (Starke).—He 
became as a Jew unto the Jews [1 Cor. ix. 19ff.l, 
until faith was awakened in their souls; he took 
a deep interest in the believing Gentiles, an¬ 
nounced their perfect freedom from the Jewish 
law, and directed their attention solely to the 
grace of the Lord Jesus, until he saw both Jews 
and Gentiles united in the same spirit of faith. 

. Past.). 

er. 5. And so were the ohurohes estab¬ 
lished in the faith. —It is often only necessary 
that a single difficulty should be removed, in or¬ 
der to see the divine blessing widely diffused.— 
The progress of the Gospel was checked, as long 
as the dread of the burdensome law of Moses 
prevailed among the congregations. They exhi¬ 
bited a vigorous growth, as soon as Paul re¬ 
moved this obstacle. Let us diligently watch 
over our congregations, and ascertain the par¬ 
ticular false opinion, or the prevailing folly or 
sin, in consequence of which our sermons seem 
to be unattended by a blessing.— And increased 
in number daily. —A rare increase—in num¬ 
bers, and, at the same time, in the measure of 
faith. (Bengel). 

Ver. 6. And were forbidden of the Holy 
Ghost.— Although the grace of God in Christ 


Jesus is intended for all men, He has, neverthe¬ 
less, appointed a particular day of visitation for 
every country, every city, every individual.—It 
is, consequently, our duty, to submit, in all hu¬ 
mility and faith, the appointment of the seasons 
of the awakening of countries and nations, to the 
wisdom of God; but it is also our duty, in our 
particular office, to walk in the path in which 
God goes before us, that is, to consider whether 
there be not some soul near us that specially 
needs our aid or exhortations, and ascertain the 
spot in which we may labor with the greatest 
success. And yet we are not to be guided by 
our own wishes, but to obey the directions of 
the Spirit of God. (Ap. Past.).—He who is re¬ 
solved on succeeding, in opposition to the draw¬ 
ing of God, and the call of his Spirit, exhibits an 
indiscreet activity, which may often receive the 
praise of men, but which is of less avail before 
His searching eye. [Rieger).—The apostle was 
here restrained by tne Holy Ghost; at another 
time, he was hindered by Satan, 1 Thess. ii. 18. 
Hence, any unwillingness which may be felt to 
preach the Gospel in a particular place, cannot 
always be traced to the Spirit of God. (Ap. 
Past.).—It is very desirable that all the preach¬ 
ers and candidates for the ministry, should give 
heed to the restraints and to the intimations of the 
Holy Ghost; the church would then obtain the 
services of the right men in the right places. 
(Besser). 

Ver. 8. And they - - - to Troas.—The 
restraint to which, apparently, the cause of 
Christ was subjected, was the means of promo¬ 
ting its progress anew, although the manner in 
which Buoh a result would be produced, was still 
unknown to them. This exact statement is of 
special importance to us who are Europeans. 
It appears that the act of transplanting the Gos¬ 
pel to our part of the world, was not in con¬ 
formity to a plan devised by men, and one which 
the Lord simply permitted; the apostles were, 
on the contrary, impelled to it against their own 
purpose—it proceeded in a direct manner from 
the authoritative will of the Lord. (Williger).— 
The name Troas (Troy) reminds ub of the first 
famous contest between Europe and Asia, in 
hoary antiquity. From the places where the he¬ 
roes of Greece once, fought, the soldiers of Christ 
now go forth to the holy war, the object of which 
is the conquest of Greece and the whole world. 
(Besser). 

On the whole section, ver. 1-8.— Timotheus 
a model, as a youth on whom grace has been bestowed: 
L The grace bestowed upon him: (a) his mother, 
a devout Christian, ver. 1; (6) his associates, 
believing disciples, ver. 2; (e) his teacher, Paul 
the apostle. II. The change wrought in him by 
grace: he became (a) the joy and comfort of his 
mother, as contradistinguished from her unbe¬ 
lieving husband, ver. L; (b) an ornament and a 
blessing to the Church, 1 and 2 Tim.; 2 Cor. L 
19; Phil. ii. 22; 1 Cor. xvi. 10; (c) the hope 
and support of the apostle, 1 Thess. iii. 2; 2 
Tim. i. 4. Phil. ii. 20 ff.— The blessing which at¬ 
tends religion in the young.—The elevated position 
of devout mothers tin the kingdom of God: (Hannah, 
the mother of Samuel; Salome, the mother of 
Zebedee’s children; Eunice, the mother of Timo¬ 
theus; Monica, the mother of Augustine, etc.).— 
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The mother’s prayers, the guardian angels of her 
children .— Timotheus, the well trained up son, or, 
The jogful harvest which follows after a mother's 
tsars: L His mother's tears, no doubt, flowed (a) 
while she educated him, at a time when he was 
under the control of a heathen father; (6) when, 
as a youth, he departed from her in order to en¬ 
gage in a dangerous missionary service. But, 
1L A joyful harvest arrived: (a) the cheering 
progress whioh he made at home, (ver. 2) in his 
early years; (6) his subsequent noble ripening 
for the service of the Lord.—Paul and Timotheus, 
or, The blessed bond which unites a noble teacher 
and a faithful disciple: it is blessed, 1. For the 
diseiple; 1L For the master; Ill. For the world. 
—By what means can we, in the service of the divine 
word, be lawfully made all things to all men [1 Cor. 


ix. 22]? Ver. 8. L When we careAiUy consi¬ 
der the spiritual wants of the hearers before us; 
but also, II. When human considerations do not 
cause us to be unfaithful to divine truth. (Lis- 
co).— Seasons of grace in the kingdom of God (for 
nations, congregations, individual souls, ver. 6, 

7): L The ooming of such seasons, not hastened 
by the will of man; IL Not retarded by any 
power of man.—“ To every thing there is a season ” 
EccL iii. 1], illustrated in the history of the « 
ingdom of God on earth.— Compulsion is of no 
avail in the kingdom of the Spirit,—Apparent obstacles 
in the kingdom of God, m reality the means by which 
its progress is promoted, —“A man’s heart deviseth 
his way: but the Lord directeth his steps.”. 
(Prov. xvL 9; xxL 2). 


C. —DIVINE INTIMATIONS CONDUCT THE AP 08 TL 1 TO SUROPI. SUCCESSFUL COMMENCEMENT; HOS¬ 
TILITIES AND IMPRISONMENT; BUT ALSO DIVINE DELIVERANCE AT PHILIPPI. 

Chapter XVI. 9-40. 

9 And a vision appeared to Paul in [during, dtd] the night: There stood a man of 
Macedonia [a Macedonian man], and prayed [besought] him, saying, Come [Cross] 

10 over into [to] Macedonia, and help us. *And [But] after he had seen the vision, im¬ 
mediately we endeavoured [sought] to, go [to journey] into [to] Macedonia, assuredly 
gathering [as we concluded] that the Ix>rd l had called us [thither, wpo^xl."] for to 

11 preach the gospel unto them. ♦Therefore loosing [sailing] from Troas, we came with 
[by] a straight course to Samothracia [Samothrace], and the next day to Neapolis; 

12 *And from thenoe to Philippi, which is the chief [the first]* city of that part [city of 

the district] of Macedonia, and [om. and] a colony: and we were in that [this] city 
abiding certain days. ~ 

13 *And on the sabbath [day] 8 we went out of the city [went out before the gate] 4 
by a river side [to the river], where prayer was wont to be made [where there was 
commonly a place of prayer]; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which re- 

14 sorted thither [who had assembled]. * And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of 
[dealer in] purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped [who feared] God, heard 
us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spo- 

15 ken of [by] Paul. *And [But] when she yas baptized, and her household [house], 
she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to [judged that I am 
one that believeth in] the Lord, come into my house, and abide [continue] there. And 

16 she constrained us [to enter]. *And [But] it came to pass, as we went to prayer, [to 
the place of prayer, that] a certain damsel [a female slave] possessed with a spirit of 
divination [who possessed (c/oo<rav) a soothsaying spirit]* met us, which [wholbrought 

17 her masters much gain by soothsaying: *The same [This (one)] followed Paul and 
us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of tne most high God, which shew 

18 [who proclaim] unto ns [you] 8 the way of salvation. ♦And this did she [for] many 
days. But Paul, being grieved [displeased], turned and said to the spirit, 1 command 
thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out at the same 
hour. 

19 *And [But] when her masters saw that the hope of their gains [gain] was gone, 
they caught [seized] Paul and Silas, and drew [dragged] them into [to] the market- 

20 place 7 unto the rulers, ♦And brought them to [before] tne magistrates [commanders], 
saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city [These men create dis- 
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21 turbancea in out city; they are Jews], *And teach customs, which are not [which it 

22 is not] lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being [as we are] Romans. *And 
the multitude rose up together [at the same time rose up] against tnem; and the m*. 
gistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them [and the commanders 
directed that their clothes should be torn off, and that they should be beaten with 

23 rods]. *And when they had laid [inflicted] many stripes [blows] upon them, they 

24 cast them into prison* charging the jailer to keep them safely: *'Who, having received 
such a charge [command], thrust [cast] them into the inner prison, and made their 

25 feet fast in the stocks. *And at [Rut about] midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and 

26 sang praises unto [and praised] God: and the prisoners heard [listened to] them. *And 
suddenly there was [occurred] a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the pri¬ 
son were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one’s bands 

27 [the bands of all] were loosed [loosened]. *And [But] the keeper of the prison [jailer] 
awaking out of nis sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his [open, 
drew a] sword, and would have killed [intended to kill] himself, supposing that the 

28 prisoners had been fled [had escaped]. *But Paul cried [called] with a loud voice, 

29 saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. *Then he called for a light [for 
light, (f>d>ra, /?/.)], and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before [at the 

30 feet of] Paul and Silas, *And brought [led] them out, and said, Sirs, what must I 

31 do to be [do, in order that I may be] saved r *And they said, Believe on the Lord 

32 Jesus Christ [om. Christ]*, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. *And they 
spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to [together with]* all that were in his 

33 house. *And he took them [along] the same [in that] hour of the night, and washed 

34 [off] their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. *And when he had 
brought [led] them into his house, he set meat [food] before them, and rejoiced 1 *, be¬ 
lieving in God with all his house [rejoiced with all his house that he now believed in 
God]. 

35 And [But] when it was day, the magistrates [commanders] sent the serjeants [lie- 

36 tors], saying, Let these men go [Dismiss these men]. *And the keeper of the prison 
told this saying [the jailer reported these words] to Paul, The magistrates [comman¬ 
ders] have sent to let you go [that ye should be dismissed]: now therefore depart, 

37 and go in [go out, and depart in] peace. *But Paul said unto them, They have beat¬ 
en us openly [publicly] uncondemned [without right or trial], being [although we are] 
Romans, and have cast us into prison; and now do [will] they thrust [cast] us out 
privily [secretly]? nay verilv [No]; but let them [they shall] oome themselves and 

38 retch [lead] us out. *And [Then, dc] the serjeants [lictors] told [reported] these 
words unto the magistrates [commanders] : and they feared [were afraid], when they 

39 heard that they were Romans. *And tney came and besought them, and brought 

40 [led] them out, and desired £asked] them to depart out of the city. *And [But af¬ 
ter] they went out of the prison, and [prison, they] entered into the Ju/usc of [went 
to] 11 Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren, they comforted [exhorted] them, 
and departed [left the city]. 


l Ver. 10. & jrvpiof [of text ree.l the rending found in Cod. D. 0. H., in several oriental versions, fathers, ettu, is pre¬ 
ferable to 6 aa the latter could have easily been substituted for the former. [6 6*o* la adopted by Lach. and Ttoch, 
from A. B. 0. E. God. Bin., Vulg., fathers; Alf. retains avpiet, and regards 6*6* aa a gloss.—T r.] 

* Ver. 12. [For chiefs the margin offers first, the Latter being a literal version of the original. See below, Exss. note 

on ver. 11—Tn.]_ 

* Ver. 13. a. [The margin furnishes the following: ** Sabbath: Or. sdbbath-day ” (Geneva); the latter is a fuller or 
more literal rendering of the original OWp* rir <ra/jjMrw), than the one which the translators inserted in the test 
—Tn.] 

4 Ver. 18. b. The text rec. has rdXewc [from E. G. fi.1 bnt the reading rvKij* is better attested [by A. B. C. U, CoA 
Sin., Vnlg., etc., and is adopted by Lach., Tlsch., Born., ana Alf.—Meyer, on the contrary says: ** r. wvAnc is a gloss, which 


was subsequently inserted in the text in place of 
fIvon ' “ 




4^1 


(also adopted by Lach.), occurs in A (corrected), and C., but not in B. The Vulg. (ubi videbatwroratio csss,) accords 
D., which reads sftdxst wportvx^. (adopted by Born.). Meyer regards these variations as proceeding from a misuader* 
iding of the original tint.—Cod. 8in., stands alone; it reads frtyuftr vperevrie.—Taj 


standing of the c 


t reads ivopu{tv vpetrv; 


* Ver. 16. [The margin furnishes the following: “ of divination; or, < 
in accordance with several MSS. [D. B. G. HI while the oldest MSS. [A. B. C.; Cod. Sin.; also Vulg.] exhibit the scca- 
satire mWwrd, which those copyists [who substituted the Gen.] do not appear to have understood. [The accusative to 
preferred by Lach., Tlsch., and Alf.—“ In N. T. Acts xvi. 16, wr. Ilvdwrot, havimoa spirit Pyt h m , tt,s ssotksayiny 
demon.” (Bos. Lex. ad txr6.). So also Wahl. See below, Exsq. note on ver. 16.—(WicHf;Geneva: of d M mu tiem; Rhsfaas: 
a Pythonical spirit —Tn.] 

* Ver. 17. [yfitv is adopted by Lach., Tlsch., and Born, from B. D. E. also. Cod. Sin., Vulg., etc., while Alford, in accord¬ 
ance with Meyer's opinion, reads i)#ur, as found in A. C (corrected), G. H., fathers, etc*— 1 T*A 

T Ver. 19. [The margin exhibits the following: ‘‘market-place; or, cnurt”—“ ‘Ayopo—in N. T., a p l ac e , win I to plan*, 
forum, etc." (Bos. Lex, N. 21). In the eleven passages in which the word oocurs in the N. T n it is. with a single 


■TJZSfc-A. 

A. B. C.; Cod. Sin. 


.]. The text ret. reads rvfcfpsc, 
also Vulg.] exhibit the scca- 


, which thoee copyists [who substituted the Gen.] do not appear to have understood. [The accused vs to 
*ch„ Tlsch., ana Alf.—■“In N. T. Acts xvi. 16, f x . wr. Uvdwroe, havixya spirit of Pytkem, it,a ssoOtsaymy 
s. Lex. ad verb.). So also Wahl. See below, Exjm. note on ver. 16^-{WicH^Geneva: of dkvimatim; Rhtoms: 


forum, etc." (Bob. Lex. N, 21). In the eleven j 


the word oocurs in the N. T n it is, with a single exesp- 
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option (Mark ri. 66, 14 street w ) translated market or market-piace, place of public reeort.—(Tynd. Cranm., Genera, 

Ehslme: maricet-plac «.—Ta.1 

• Ver. 31. The text, rec. inserts Xpurrfr, in accordance with moet of the MSS. [C. D. E. Q. H.1; nevertheless, the word 
should be cancelled as spurious, according to A. B. [also Cod. 8iiu, Vulg.], and this has been done by Lach., and Tlsch. 
land Alt]. - 

• Ver. 82. rvr is supported by decidedly the greater weight of authority [A. B. C. D.; also God. Sin^ Vulg.], and shonld 
be regarded as genuine; cat was substituted for it as a more simple reading, [ow, by Lach n Tlsch., Born., and Alf.—c«u, 
in text. r$c~, occurs in E. G. H.—Ta.] 

® Ver. 84. The Imperfect, ifraAAtaf* [adopted by Tlsch. and Alt] appears to hare been the original reading, in Cod. O. 
end occurs also in Cod. Cantabngiensis [D.], as well as In the writings of Chrysostom, Oecumenius, and Theophylact; it 
should, hence, be preferred to the aorist yyaAAUuraro. [The aorlst, however, of text. rec. is found in A. B. C (first correo* 
tfouJL E. G. Cod. Sin., and Is adopted by Lachmann.—Ta.] 

“Ver. 40. [For etc rijr AvAtar, of text, rte^ (found only in a few minuscules), recent editors substitute wpbc r. A. in 
accordance with A. B. D. E. G. H. Cod. Sim} Vulg. (ad.) See Wixn, Gram. { 40. a.—Ta.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 9. And a vision - night.—A vision 
in the night directs the apostle to proceed to Ma* 
cedonia; (6pa/ta is not a dream, of which no 
trace appears, and which is by no means neces¬ 
sarily indicated by the words (fid t. vwtrdf.). The 
appearance was of the following description: a 
man stood before Paul, whose words made him 
known as a Macedonian, and as a representative 
of his nation (M anedovtav — tfatv). Perhaps also 
Paul ascertained his origin from his national 
dress; it is true that he had never yet been in 
Europe, but he may have frequently seen Mace¬ 
donian seamen in Tarsus, his birth-place, which 
was a flourishing commercial city. This man 
entreated him, in the vision, to cross over the sea 
to Macedonia, and come to the aid of the inhabi¬ 
tants. [The distance from Troas to Macedonia, 
on the opposite side of the ASgean Sea, was some¬ 
what more than one hundred miles.— Tr.]. —It 
cannot be maintained that an angel appeared to 
the apostle, in the form of a Macedonian (Gro- 
tius); it is as little necessary here to suppose 
that designates something objective or real, 
as it is m the ease mentioned in ch. x. 11,12,17, 
19, when Peter, while on a house-top in Joppa, 
saw a vision. [“It was an unreal apparition.” 
(Alf.).-TR.] 

Ver. 10. a. And after he had seen the 
▼iaion.—Paul and his companions at once de¬ 
cided, in consequence of this vision, to proceed 
to Macedonia, and sought (, etc.) for 
an opportunity to sail thither; for, on consider¬ 
ing all the circumstances of the case in their 
connection, they became convinced (ovyPipd^ovreg, 
comp. ch. ix. 22) that the Redeemer called them 
to Macedonia in order to preach the Gospel to 
that nation. The considerations which, in their 
combination, fully established them in this opin¬ 
ion, were the following:— a. The Spirit of Jesus 
had restrained them from preaching the word of 
God in the western maritime region of Asia 
Minor (# Atria, ver. 6). b. They were restrained, 
in the same manner, from laboring in Bithynia, 
ver. 7. c . And now, on arriving at Troas, and 
thus reaching the coast of the Aegean Sea, the 
vision invites them to pass over to Macedonia. 
But all these circumstances, in such a sequence, 
cannot have been merely accidental; the help 
which Paul is asked to bring, is, surely, no other 
than that which the word of God, and the saving 
grace of Christ, alford. 4 And therefore’—as 
they now conclude—* it is He himself who calls 
ns by the vision to Macedonia, after having pre¬ 
viously hindered ns from preaching the Gospel on 
the borders of Asia Minor.' 


b. Immediately we endeavored (sought). 
—The pronoun “we,” and the verb in the first 
person, are abruptly introduced, from which we 
discover that the narrator is an eye-witness, and 
that he accompanied Paul from Troas as a tra¬ 
velling companion. It has, consequently, always 
been assumed that Luke had joined the company 
at Troas, or, rather, that Paul had, at that point, 
associated him with himself. Of this circum¬ 
stance he makes no mention whatever, because 
it was, like his personal relations in general, al¬ 
ready known to Theophilus and the original 
readers. This opinion is by no means directly 
met and disproved by the objections which have, 
in more recent times, been advanced against it, 
for the purpose of sustaining the hypothesis that 
one of the other attendants of the apostle was 
the writer of this narrative of travel (beginning 
at ver. 10), as well as of all the other sections of 
the Acts, in which “we” occurs (namely, Timo- 
theus, according to Schleiermacher, Bleek, de 
Wette—or 8ilas, according to Schwanbeck). It 
would, on the contrary, be very singular, and, 
indeed, inexplicable, if the writer, alter having 
been for some time in Paul's company, should 
now only employ the first person, Silas having al¬ 
ready accompanied Paul from Antioch, and Timo- 
theus at least from Lystra. And the only diffi¬ 
culty which has been specially found in the 
present passage—namely, that the part which 
the narrator personally took in the deliberations 
and ultimate decision, is unsuited to one who had 
just joined the company—is altogether imaginary. 
If Panl met with Luke here in Troas, and, as 
one who had without doubt previously been a 
Christian, attached him to the company of tra¬ 
vellers, it was quite appropriate that he should 
counsel and decide in common with Silas and 
Timotheus. 

Ver. 11. Therefore loootng [sailing] from 
Troaa. —The second part of this missionary 
journey, embracing Macedonia, begins with the 
embarkation of the company, which now oonsists 
of four persons. After a rapid and successful 
voyage in a direct course (ev&vdpoftfaaineg), they 
reach the island of Samothraoe, in the Aegean 
sea, to the north-west of Troas, and only 88 Ro¬ 
man miles from the Thracian coast. They pro¬ 
ceeded, on the next day, to Neapolis, a sea-port 
of Thrace, situated on the Strymonic Gulf, the 
modern name of which is Kavalla [Cavallo; 
Conyb. and H. Life etc. of St. Paid I. 809.—Tr.]. 
Ab they were aware that duty called them to 
Macedonia, they continued their journey without 
delay, until they reached the Macedonian city of 
Philippi, about 10 miles [Conyb., etc.] distant 
from Neapolis, to the north-west. This city was 
built and fortified by the father of Alexander 
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the Greet, on the site of a Tillage called Krenides, 
on the Thraciftn boundary, and accordingly bears 
his name. Luke describes it in a twofold man¬ 
ner . (a) as the first city of that part of Macedo¬ 
nia; (b) as a oolony. The latter fact is con¬ 
firmed by other accounts, according to which 
Octarianus [Augustus] established the partisans 
of Antony there, gave the city the character of a 
colony, and invested it with colonial privileges 
(jus Jtalicum). [On this subject see Conyb. ahd 
H. I. 813 ff.—T k. 1. But the former remark has 
created various difficulties. The words rp&rq 
nfr pepidoq, etc., might at first suggest the thought 
that Philippi Was intended to be described as the 
capital of that district of Macedonia. But the 
classic writers furnish the names of the capitals of 
the four districts into which Macedonia was di¬ 
vided, with great precision; Philippi is not men¬ 
tioned in the list, but Amp^ipolis was, on the con¬ 
trary, the capital of that district to whioh Philippi 
belonged ( Macedonia prima). [Thessalonica was 
the “chief city” of the tcholmprovtnce of Mace¬ 
donia.— Tr.]. Accordingly, irpfrrn cannot be 
taken in such a sense [as chief city, capital], and 
still less can it be supposed, with Ewald, that 
Philippi had been made the capital of the whole 
province of Macedonia, because the Roman gov¬ 
ernor perhaps resided there at that time. Further, 
the interpretation that itp&rrj is a title of honor, 
referring to special privileges granted to the city 
(Hug; Kuinoel), can claim no consideration, as 
no facts are on record which sustain it. The 
same remark applies to the combination of itpkrq 
irdXic with koTmwio, i. the first, the most emi¬ 
nent colonial city, of the region (Meyer); for 
the arrangement of the words certainly suggests 
that Koihuvla is a second and independent predicate 
(eademque colonia , van Hknqrl : Comm, in Ep. ad 
Phil.). We can, therefore, adopt no other method 
than to take icpCm\ rrjc pepidog in a topographical 
sense, viz., 1 which is the first city of the pro¬ 
vince of Macedonia’ [Ho which we came in that 
district,’ as Neapolis properly belongs to Thrace. 
(Alf.).—T r.]. Meyer objects to this view that 
Luke cannot have had any conceivable motive 
for departing from his usual method, by making 
such a precise geographical statement. But an 
examination of the context, beginning with ver. 
8, the more carefully it is conducted, will the 
more successfully remove this difficulty, and also 
recommend our interpretation as the only one 
that is correct The apostle clearly understood, 
after he had seen that vision in the night, that 
the Redeemer called him to Macedonia , in order 
to preach the Gospel there. From that moment 
he and his companions resolved to continue their 
missionary journey in a direct course to Mace¬ 
donia, and they immediately sought for the ear¬ 
liest opportunity to proceed to that country. 
After they had found a ship and embarked at 
Troas, they rapidly proceeded, with favorable 
winds (evZhripofifoavrec), past Samothrace, to 
Neapolis. [“On a later occasion (ch. xx. 6) we 
are told that five days were spent on the passage 
from Philippi to Troas. On the present occasion 
the same voyage, in the opposite direction, was 
made in two.” (Conyb. and H. I. 306.—Tr.]. 
Now Neapolis was a Thracian city, whereas they 
had been direoted to go to Macedonia. Hence 


they made no delay, but continued their journey 
until they reached Philippi, “which is the first 
city [which we reached] in the province of Ma¬ 
cedonia.” According to this interpretation 
retains its sense, as indicating the motive [viz. 
to reach Macedonia , while Meyer suggests, as the 
motive indicated by the distinctive character 
of Philippi, as the moet important colonial city of 
the district.— Tr.] ; and our explanation is con¬ 
firmed by the fact that it is now established 
[since Rettig published his QusuL Philippenta , p. 
3 ff. 1831), that Neapolis actually belonged at that 
time to Thrace, and was not attached to Macedo¬ 
nia until the reign of Vespasian.—Erasmus had 
already given the Allowing interpretation: ea 
civilae colonia, prima occwrrit a Neapoli peten tibia 
Macedonian, and recent interpreters have adopted 
the same view, e. g. Olshausen, de Wette [also Al¬ 
ford ; Conyb. and H. Life, etc. of St. Pau( p. 809, 
and 311, note 9.— Tr.] 

Vbr. 12, 18. a. Philippi, which I a the 
chief [the first] oity (v e., in Europe, in which 
the messengers of Jesus Christ paused, and 
preached the Gospel).—It was on a sabbath 
when this first occurred, and on the bank of a 
river, at a spot which had been assigned and 
consecrated by custom (hvopl^tro) to meetings for 
prayer (itpogevxfj, a place of prayer, as a substitute 
for a synagogue). [“There was no synagogue 
at Philippi, but only one of those buildings 
called Proeeuchm, which were distinguished from 
the regular places of Jewish worship by being'of 
a more slight and temporary structure, and fre¬ 
quently open to the sky.” (Conyb. and H., Life 
etc. of St. Paul, I. 815.1 —Tr.]. This river has 
hitherto been supposea to be the Strymon, and 
such is the opinion of Neander, de Wette, and 
Meyer, 2d ed. [But Meyer now says, in the 
8d ed. 1861: “Not the Strymon - - - but the 
small stream Gangas, or some other one - - -.” 
— Tr.]. These writers are, however, in error, 
for the Strymon is more than a day’s journey 
distant from Philippi, to the'west [“The nearest 
point on the Strymon was many miles distant.” 
(Conyb. etc., as quoted above.) —Tr.]. The wide 
plain on which the celebrated battle was fought, 
in which the army of the republicans was de¬ 
feated by Antony and Octavius (B. C. 42), lay 
between this river and the city. Another river 
must, consequently, be meant, which flowed past 
the city at a distance of, at most, five or six stadia, 
that is, a sabbath day’s journey. It was, per¬ 
haps, the stream which Appian calls the Gangas 
or Gangites. Dr. Hackett, the same American 
divine who wrote a Commentary on thx Acts, 
found, on a visit to the place, which, it is true, 
occurred in the winter (Dec. 18,1858), a consid¬ 
erable stream flowing on the east side of the 
ruins of Philippi. [Dr. Hackett, without refer¬ 
ring in the last eaition, 1863, to his visit, re¬ 
marks: “In summer the Gangas is almost dry, 
but in winter or after rains may be fall and 
swollen.” (Com. at xvi. 13). —Tr.]. Now it was 
precisely on the banks of rivers, or on the sea¬ 
shore, that acts of worship were performed by 
of preference, since the water needed for sacred 
ablutions, was thus furnished at the same time 
[“as it was customary to wash the hands before 
prayer.” (Meyer).—Josephus (Anlig. xiv. 1<^ 
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23) quotes from a publio decree: ‘‘they may 
make their proseuchm at the sea-side, according 
to the customs of their forefathers.”— Tb.]. 

b. And on the sabbath, etc.—The day and 
the place alike show that the apostle and hU 
companions had Israelites and proselytes prima¬ 
rily in view. It seems, however, that there were, 
at that time, no Jewish men in the city. [“ The 
number of the Jews at Philippi was small. This 
is sufficiently accounted for, when we remember 
that it was a military, and not a mercantile, 
city.” (Conyb. and H., I. p. 816. — Tb.]. Paul 
and his companions could speak, in that rural 
place of prayer, only to the women who had 
there assembled. And even they may haye been 
few in number, as the speakers could not deliver 
addresses* but only engage in familiar conversa¬ 
tion: Kodiaavrtq kXaXovpev. This expression, as 
contradistinguished from Xtyetv, SiaXtyeodai, etc. 
describes a comparatively free and conversational 
intercourse; and the circumstance that they did 
not stand, but, rather, sat, while they spoke, indi¬ 
cates that they did not make their remarks in 
the formal and solemn manner of a public dis¬ 
course. [Conyb. and H. (I. 817, and note 1) 
say: “Assuming at once the attitude of teachers, 
they ‘sat down,* etc. Comp hcddtoav, Acts xiii. 
14; and kK&diat, Lu. iv. 20.” — Tb.] 

Vie. 14. And a oertaln woman, etc.— 
There was one of the hearers who was, in a spe¬ 
cial degree, open to the influence of the truth, 
and who listened with earnest attention to all 
that Paul said. * (A lavolyo signifies to open , to open 
fiMy and widely.). [“Luke views this suscepti¬ 
bility of the woman as produced by the influence 
of the exalted Christ (6 icbpioc), who promotes the 
interests of his kingdom, and who opened the 
heart of Lydia, Sdfvoi^e, that is, wrought in her 
inner vital action a corresponding disposition 
and adaptation.” (Meyer).— Tb.]. She was a 
proselyte [“ocpop. r. -&e6v, see ch. xiii. 16” 
(Meyer)—Tn.], and a dealer in purple, known as 
Lydia, of the city of Thyatira. —This city be¬ 
longed to a district of Asia Minor called Lydia, 
to the north of Sardis. [Lydia was a part of the 
province of Asia; see above, ch. xvl. 7, 8, Exsa. 
etc., and comp. Rev. i. 11; ii. 18.— Tb.]. It 
is quite possible that she bore the name of “the 
Lydian woman ” in Philippi, only on account of 
her original home; the name of Lydia was, 
however, very frequently given to females in an¬ 
cient times.—The city of Thyatira was celebrated, 
at a very early period, for its purple dyes and 
purple fabrics, and thus the circumstance that 
she was a Tcoppvp6no}ug y a dealer In cloths that 
had received a purple dye, agrees with her de¬ 
scent. [“The purple color, so extravagantly 
valued by the ancients, included many shades or 
tints, from rose-red to sea-green or blue. Ly¬ 
dia's occupation may have been the sale of the 
dye itself, procured from a shell-fish (purpura 
vmrez), but more probably was that of cloth or 
clothes dyed with it, etc.” (Alex.l— Tb.]. And 
as Thyatira itself was a Macedonian colony, 
(Strabo), we may the more readily understand 
that circumstances connected with this woman’s 
trade, brought her at this time to Philippi. 

Vie. 15. And when she was baptized.— 
Although it is not probable that the baptism of 
Lydia and her family was performed on the spot, 
20 


it occurred, no doubt, on an early occasion. She 
then urgently invited the apostle and all his 
companions to enter her house, and remain there 
as her guests. II apept&earo, she constrained 
them to come; the same word again occurs in 
Luke xxiv. 29, as descriptive of friendly and re¬ 
peated requests and importunities; it does not, 
however, justify the inference that the mission- 
aries had at first resisted (Bengel; Baumgarten). 
This proffered hospitality furnished direct evi¬ 
dence of her love to the Redeemer, which pro¬ 
ceeded from faith and which manifested itself by 
disinterested and kind attentions to His messen¬ 
gers. She supported her plea by appealing to 
the judgment which they had themselves pro¬ 
nounced in her case ( KtKplicare ), and without 
which they would unquestionably have declined 
to baptize her; they had declared that she was 
a believer, in reference to the Lord, rn<m)v tu 
K vpupj which does not mean “faithful” to the 
Lord, for such a judgment would have been man¬ 
ifestly precipitate. That the messengers of the 
Gospel acceded to the request of Lydia, and en¬ 
tered her house as guests, may be confidently 
assumed, for napepi&oaro expresses, as in Lu. 
xxiv. 29, not merely the eonatue , but also the ac¬ 
tus .— [She was baptized, and her house¬ 
hold. —“ The real strength of the argument (viz., 
that as households include children, we have no 
right to except them from the general statement) 
lies not in any one case, but in the repeated men¬ 
tion of whole houses as baptized.” (Alex.).— 
“Who can believe that not one infant was found 
in all these families, and that Jews, accustomed 
to the circumcision, and Gentiles, accustomed to 
the lustration, of infants, should not have also 
brought them to baptism?” (Bengel).—“The 
practice (of infant-baptism) does not rest on in¬ 
ference, but on the continuity and identity of the co¬ 
venant of grace to Jew and Christian, the sign only > 
of admission being altered.”—(Alford).— Tb.] 
Veb. 16-18. And it oame to pass, etc.— 
Some days afterwards, and not on the same sab¬ 
bath (Heinrichs and Kuinoel, whom Meyer has 
refuted), occurred the expulsion of the soothsay¬ 
ing spirit from a female slave [natdlaKrj in this •• 
sense, in the N. T.; see Robinson’s Lex. — Tb.]. 
She had a irvtvpa Trb&uva, and practised divina¬ 
tion (pavrevofdvrj), and, indeed, as a ventriloquist^ 
as it may be inferred from the word irir&uv. Py¬ 
thon was the name of the serpent at Delphi, which* 
was killed by Apollo. The name was afterwards' 
given to any soothsaying daipdvtov , and Hesychius* 
specially states that w ir&av means a ventriloquist,, 
a soothsaying ventriloquist. Plutarch also men* 
tions incidentally [ De def orac. p. 414. E.—Tn.Jf 
that, in his day, the name irWov was given to 
one who, at an earlier period, had been termed; 
an kyyaorptpv&oS',' or evpvKXrfc. [“ The LXX. usu¬ 
ally render by eyyaorpifw&oe, ventriloquist, 

and correctly; since among the ancients this 
power of ventriloquism was often misused for 
the purpose of magic.” (Robinson’s Hebr. Lex, 
p. 20). Comp. Lev. xix. 81; xx. 6, 27, etc. 
Sept, and see Schlbusnbb: Thes. V. T. adverb . 
kyyacTpi(iv$o $.—“Augustine calls this girl ‘ven- 
triloqua foemina’, Ds Civ. Dei. II. 23. (Conyb. 
and H. I. 822. n. 1.)— Tb.]. Those persons who 
placed confidence in the soothsaying of this fe¬ 
male, probably believed that a god who prophe- 
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sled dwelt in her, but Paul recognised in her ferred to political disturbances which, as it was 
one who was possessed by an unclean spirit, that alleged, had been created (tKT&paoaetv,periurban), 
is, she was a demoniac. She was the slave of and was founded on the circumstance that these 
several joint-owners (oi jcbptoi), who availed men, being Jews, attempted to introduce customs 
themselves of her soothsaying arts as a source of which the citizens, as Roman subjects and eolo- 
profit, and who derived large gains from the mo- nists, were not permitted to adopt and practise, 
ney paid by the people for her divinations.— [For the authorities respecting the intolerance 
This person met Paul and his companions, on a of the Romans, see Conyb. and H. L 824, notes, 
certain occasion, as they were going to the place —Tn.]. The name 'IovSoUh is not merely the 
of prayer, ran after them, and, at the same time, antithesis to *P upaiott own, as distinguishing 
oried to those who passed by, that these men the one nation from the other, but is, at the 
were servants of the most high God, who showed same time, pronounced in a bitter and contempt* 
the way of salvation. She accordingly spoke uous manner, and is intended to rouse the angry 
the truth, by means of a clairvoyance and gift of passions of the hearers.—TSd* occurs here [as 
divthation which had been conferred upon her in in vL 141 in a wide sense, including customs 
a supernatural scanner. [Without resorting, in connected with public worship and the religious 
this particular case, to ventriloquism and animal* life.—It may be added, that these accusers had 
magnetism for an explanation, which is no more not yet learned to distinguish Christianity, as 
necessary here than in the analogous cases fur- such, but still confounded it with Judaism, 
nished by the Gospels, e. g ., Luke iv. 84, 85, Mr. Ver. 22-24. And the multitude rose up 
Howson remarks: “It is enough to say that we together. —The multitude, after having rapidly 
see no reason to blame the opinion of those assembled, at once united with the maatere of 
writers, who believe that a wicked spiritual that slave, in assailing the two Christians (owe- 
agency was really exerted in the prophetic sane- irion?), probably by tumultuous cries and de- 
tuaries and prophetic personages of the heathen mands. And the duumviri, doubtless alarmed, 
world.” ( Con. and Hoveon'e Life etc. of St. Paul, and anxious to appease the excited people, im- 
I. 821. — Tr.]. As the woman often repeated mediately proceeded, without any previous trial 
the act, Paul felt wounded (Siairovr^el^), because or judicial process, to inflict a corporeal punish- 
he could not accept of any recommendation and ment, by administering many blows on the 
support, or any honor from a spirit which was naked bodies of the accused; (iccptpMfiavrts rd 
not of God. Hence, he suddenly turned to the Ip&ria, comp. Lrv. II. 6. 8; laeerantifnu vettem 
woman who was following him, and commanded lictoribw). The act was unquestionably not per- 
the spirit, in the name of Jesus, to come out of her. formed by the cTparrjyoi personally* (Bengel), but 
Ver. 19-21. And when her masters saw, by the inferior officers of justice (the ^afidovxot, 
eto.—This occurrence oreatbd enemies, and even ver. 85 and 88, the lictors), who inflicted the 
subjected Paul and Silas to corporeal punish- blows with rods (virgit cmdere). [“ Marty rtripei 
ment and to imprisonment. [“This is the first —there being no suoh merciful restriction in the 
persecution proceeding from a purely heathen Roman practice, as in that of the Jews (2 Cor. xL 
source, of which we have an account.” (Meyer). 24), or rather in the law of Moses (Deut. xxv. 
— Tr.]. ’Iddvref oan scarcely imply that the 8).” (Alex.).— Tr.]. The punishment was, pro¬ 
owners of the slave were present at the time bably,ordered and inflicted with such haste and 
when the expulsion of the spirit took place, but passion that no protest against it could be audi- 
rather refers to a subsequent time, when they bly made. After this scene, which preceded any 
became convinced that she had been restored to form of trial, the two strangers were committed 
the ordinary psychic state, that the soothsaying to prison, and special orders were given to the 
spirit had departed from her, and that, conse- jailer to secure them carefhlly. He obeyed by 
quently, no prospect of additional gains existed, consigning them, as if they were dangerous 
(’E^dev [applied alike to the departure of the criminals, to a cell which was situated far in the 
spirit, and to that of the hope of gain, ver. 18, interior of the prison (touripav), and, also, by 
19. —Tr.], is, intentionally used in a double fastening their feet in the stocks (rd flfav, wmuj- 
sense.). Self-interest now goaded them on to seek This instrument was a heavy piece of wood ntin 
revenge, and they accordingly seized the persons holes, into which the feet were placed in such a 
of Paul and Silas in a violent manner. (Timo- manner that they were widely distended; hence 
theus and Luke, as subordinate companions, were it was also an implement of torture, 
net molested.). The two men were dragged to Ver. 25-28. And at midnight. — fhswe *- 
dhe market-place before the rulers ( ol d/^ovref, low aid. While Paul and Silas, in this igno- 
is a general term), and presented, as accused minious and painfttl situation, were nevertheless, 
persons, specially to the arparrfyol. The honor- engaged, at midnight, in praying to God, and 
able title of orparnyds, equivalent to the Roman praising him [singing hymns to his praise, vftvw*, 
prmtor , was gladly accepted by the highest mag- —Tr.] with loud voices, insomuch that the other 
nitrates in Roman colonial cities, although their prisoners listened in wonder, the foundations cf 
proper title was Duumviri (“cum ceteris in colo- the building were shaken by a violent earfh- 
niis duumviri appellentur, hi se prmtoree appellari quake; all the doors were thrown open, asd sA 
volebant” Cicero: De Lege Agrar. c . 84only were their own fetters instantly loosened, 
[“The complainants must have felt some dim- but also those of all (irdvrwv) the other priatmtf* 
culty in statiqg their grievance.—The law had The jailer, suddenly awaking, supposed at first, 
' no reasedy for property depreciated by exor- when he found the doors open, that his prisons** 
cism. The true state of the case was therefore had escaped, and intended, amid loud ernes of dsj 
concealed, etc.” ( Conyb . and H. p. 828. — Tr.]. spair, to commit suicide. At that moment Paw 
The charge, assuming a political character, re- called to him, and calmed him with the asssrsae* 
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thataH were there. [“By the Homan law, the jail¬ 
er was to undergo the same punishment which the 
malefactors who escaped by his negligence were 
to hare suffered.” (Conyb. and H. I.'329. n. 2.— 
Tr.].— The other prisoners had listened to the 
prayers of the two men, and when the earthquake 
occurred, which opened the doors and loosened 
all bonds, they felt the power of God, and, deeply 
impressed by the miracle, remained motionless 
in their cells. 

Ykb. 29-34. Then he oalied for a light.— 
The effect produced by the miracle, in the case of the 
jailer. He hastily entered with a light into the 
inner prison (elqtirfjdijae), and, filled with fear, 
and trembling from anguish of conscience 
(bnpopo$), threw himself at the feet of Paul and 
Silas; for he was now thoroughly convinced that 
they were specially protected by the Deity. He 
then led them out of the kouripa fvhcudi, (ver. 24), 
and conducted them to the inner court of the 
prison (irpoay. —ifu); here he respectfully ad¬ 
dressed them (xbpuu), and asked what he might 
to do, in order to obtain that salvation which 
they preached (ver. 17). ['Ivo cwdw; he refers 
to that oartipta, that bdbv otmjpiaQ, ver. 17, which, 
as he had previously heard, they showed to men; 
he was now convinced that they spoke the truth. 
(Meyer).—T r.]. They require faith in Jesus as 
the Lord, and assure him that thus he and all the 
inmates of his house would be saved. They be¬ 
gin at once to proclaim succinctly to him and to 
all who belong to him, the word concerning Jesus 
Christ [*al ktoXyaav]. The result was, that he, 
together with his whole house (navoud scarcely 
occurs except in the later Greek), believed in 
God; (the expression reenvarevnu^ rtp &e<p is adopt¬ 
ed, because he had been a pagan and polytheist. 
He and all his were baptized during the same 
night; the rite was unquestionably administered 
in the court within the enclosure of the prison, 
at a well or tank. And we may infer from ver. 
33, that his baptism occurred in immediate con¬ 
nection with his own act of washing the bloody 
marks made by the rods on the persons of Paul 
and Silas. [ Constructs prssgnaus in Acts xvi 83, 
tXavotv, etc., u e., he washed and cleansed them 
from the blows , that is, from the blood with which 
they were oovered in consequence of the blows. 
(Wihkr; Or. AT. T. J 47. 6. b. and { 60. 2.— 
Til]. They returned that act of love by another, 
when they baptized him and his family at the 
same water. [“Nothing follows as to his im¬ 
mersion, since both ablutions may have been 
performed at the mouth of a deep well, or even 
with a bowl of water brought in for the purpose.” 
(Alexander). A well or cistern may have sup¬ 
plied the bowl with water; facilities for an im¬ 
mersion could scarcely have been found in the 
interior of an ancient Roman prison. If, on the 
other hand, Paul had stealthily gone forth during 
the night, in order to immerse the jailer in a neigh- 
baring stream, how could he, as an honest man, 
have, on the next day, declared that, after having 
been ignominiously conducted within the prison- 
walls, he would not leawe them, until the magis¬ 
trates personally led him forth?—T r.]. And 
now the jailer provided food in his own dwelling 
for the two men, who were exhausted by the 
cruel treatment which they had received, the 
scourging, and the severe confinement. (The 


expression avayay&v —rZf r. oucov , does not imply, 
as Meyer interprets it, that the jailer’s abode was 
a story higher than the prison, but merely that 
it was a story higher than the court of the 
prison, in which the ablution of the prisoners, 
and his own baptism had occurred). Uapi^Ke 
rpdire^av is both a Hebrew and a Roman mode of 

expression; 

6, apposuit mensem^ and occurs in Greek as early 
as the age of Homer. (Od. £. '98). 

Vsr. 85-40. a. And when it was day. — 
The honorable dismission of the prisoners. On the 
next morning, the duumviri, who had, after fur¬ 
ther reflection during the interval, perceived 
that they had acted with too much precipitation, 
and who had probably received tidingB of the 
occurrences in the prison daring the night, were 
willing to dispose of the whole matter at once, 
by dismissing the prisoners. They accordingly 
sent an order by the lictors to the jailer, direct¬ 
ing him to dismiss those people; (the order is 
expressed in haughty and contemptuous terms, 
r. avtip. cxelvovc). The jailer oommunicated the 
message to the two men, and supposed that they 
would now be gratified on recovering their liber¬ 
ty (efeXddvref), and being permitted to continue 
their journey without molestation (iv cipfry). 
But Paul objected to such a oourse; he repre¬ 
sented to the officials before him (rrpd? avroOc, 
the jailer and the lictors), that the whole pro¬ 
cedure had been contrary to law. He and Silas 
had, in violation of every sentiment of justice, 
been punished without a trial apd judgment 
(aKarajcpirovc); besides, they had both, although 
as Roman citizens, they could not be subjected 
to such a punishment, been scourged with rods, 
in opposition to the Roman law, and, moreover, 
they had suffered in public (drjpooip), which cir¬ 
cumstance was an additional aggravation of the 
injury. [“By the Lex Valeria, passed A. U. C. 
254, and the Lex Porda, A. U. C. 506, Roman 
citizens were exempted from stripes and torture: 
by the former, till an appeal to the people was 
decided,—by the latter, absolutely.” (Alford, 
Meyer). “The violation of the rights of citi¬ 
zens, was regarded as treason, and, as such, 
Severely punished.” (Meyer, on ver. 38).— Tr.]. 
They had then—Paul continues—been impris¬ 
oned. And now the magistrates wish to termi¬ 
nate the affair in a secret manner (Ad&pa, the 
antithesis to dypootp), by driving them abruptly 
from the prison, as they are already doing (pres. 
UfidZXovciv), as far as it depends on them. 
Paul’s meaning is: ‘All this is wrong;’ hence he 
peremptorily refuses to go (ov ydp;—ydp indicates 
that the direct negative, uv, contains the reason 
for the preceding indignant question [“and dhhd 
corresponds adversatively to ov.” (Meyer). See 
Winbr: Or. AT. T. { 58. 8. a. note 2.— Tr.]). 
He demands that the duumviri should come per¬ 
sonally (airroi, not merely sending the lictors), 
for the purpose of ‘conducting them forth from 
the prison. Any other course might have sug¬ 
gested the thought that the prisoners had not 
been entirely free from guilt, and Paul’s depar¬ 
ture might, at a subsequent period, have been 
represented as an escape, if he had withdrawn 
in the informal and quiet manner which had 
been proposed. [Doubtless, too, he apprehend- 


Digitized by 


Google 



808 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


ed that each a stain on his own reputation, 
might be prejudicial to the holy cause for which 
he labored.—T b.].—H e therefore testifies that 
he and Silas were Roman citizens (bv&punoi 
'Vofialot). In the case of Silas, this fact is not 
known from other sources, but we are informed 
in Acts zzii. 25-28, that Paul possessed the 
privilege of Roman citizenship from his birth. 
But he did not acquire it as a native of Tarsus, 
as some have erroneously supposed (Bengel), 
because that city was an urbs libera. [That is, 
it was not a coIonia or munidptum, but had only 
received the right from Augustus, after the civil 
war, of being governed by its own magistrates, 
while it acknowledged the Roman sovereignty; 
its citizens were not endowed with the privi¬ 
leges attaching to Roman citizenship. (Meyer). 
—Tb.]. Hence his father, or one of his ances¬ 
tors must have received the Roman citizenship 
as a reward for services rendered to the state, or 
have acquired it by purchase. [See Ezio, etc., 
notes on ch. zzii. 24-29 .—Tb.] 
b. And they feared. —When the authorities 
of the city received the report respecting Paul’s 
statements, they were alarmed (<pofbr&hmg), par¬ 
ticularly as the prisoners enjoyed the rights of 
Roman citizens. Their illegal proceedings in the 
oase of men invested With this character, might 
easily subject them to a trial and to punishment. 
They were consequently induced to proceed in 
person to the prison, and address the prisoners 
in terms of entreaty (napanalEiv undoubtedly 
implies, in this connection, that they made an 
apology, and entreated the latter to be satisfied); 
they conducted them in am honorable manner 
beyond the prison walls (efayaybvTtg), and cour¬ 
teously requested {jjp6ruv) that they would vo¬ 
luntarily leave the city. Paul and Silas com¬ 
plied, without, however, exhibiting great haste; 
they first visited the house of Lydia (iftAddvrr g 
— tigrj\dov\ and there saw, exhorted [“ napeicdXe- 
oav, that tney should not waver in their Christian 
confession.” (Meyer).—T b.], and strengthened 
the brethren, i. «., both their fellow-travellers, 
Timotheus and Luke, and also the new converts. 
—’E^r/Xdov refers solely to Paul and Silas, and, 
as contradistinguished from the use of the first 
person (ver. 16 ff.), implies that at least Luke, and 
perhaps also Timotheus, remained for the present, 
in Philippi. [“Timotheus seems to have re¬ 
joined Paul ana Silas, if not at Thessalonica, at 
least at Beroea (Acts zvii. 14). But we do not 
see St. Luke again in the Apostle’s company till 
the third missionary journey and the second 
visit to Macedonia (Acts zz. 4-6), where the first 
person, ‘we* re-appears.” (Conyb. and H. I. 
834 .—Tb.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The transition of the Gospel Ao Europe 
strikingly illustrates the worfc and the kingdom 
of Christ in their incipient state, when they were 
apparently feeble, and as insignificant as a mus¬ 
tard-seed. When the apostle became conscious 
that he had received p call to Macedonia, he and 
his companions found originally, on reaching 
the first city of that country, no other hearers 
of the saving truth which they proclaimed, ez- 


cept some females. Nevertheless, these servants 
of Christ did not regard such a beginning as in¬ 
significant Jesus himself had convened with 
a Samaritan woman at a well, and the act sur¬ 
prised his disciples (John hr. 27). The apostles 
of the Gentiles imitate their Master. If they* 
cannot address many hearers, they are willing to 
speak to a few. Although their communications 
cannot assume the form of a sermon or pablio 
discourse, they are still happy that they are able 
to speak of Jesus, in a familiar conversation, to 
those few souls. And yet this apparently insig¬ 
nificant seed, produced a rich and precious 
harvest—the flourishing congregation of Phi¬ 
lippi. 

2. There was one individual among the few 
female hearers, who took to heart the words 
which Paul spoke, and listened with devont at¬ 
tention. Her susceptibility itself was already an 
effect of grace. The Lord Jesus Christ had 
called his messengers to Macedonia, and it was 
He who opened her heart. Christ has the key of 
David; he can so open, that no man can shot. 
(Rev. iii. 7). The human heart is closed and 
barred by sin, so that divine truth cannot enter, 
enlighten the mind, direct the will, and renew 
the inner man. Grace opens the heart and con¬ 
verts it into good ground, in whioh the seed can 
remain, take root, and grow. The word is the 
same, but the hearing is twofold: when the 
Lord opens the heart, conversion is pouibU to 
man, but it is actually effected only when man 
himself also receives the word with willingness 
and attention. Chrysostom says: rb fdv oh 
avolgai rov &cov, rb 61 npogixptv airrifc, bare mu 
■&elov Kal av&p&irtvov fjv. 

8. Baptism is administered on two occasions 
that are described in this chapter, and each time 
an entire family is baptized—Lydia and her 
household, ver. 15; the jailer and “all his”, 
ver. 88. This is the first mention which Luke 
makes in his narrative of the missionary labors 
of Paul, of the baptism of the converted; and it 
is a significant circumstance, in both of the cases 
described in the present chapter, that all who be¬ 
longed to the two persons named, were baptized 
along with them. Both passages, ver. 15 and Sft, 
are adduced in favor of Infant-baptism, as an 
apostolical practice, on the supposition that little 
children were undoubtedly also counted as mem¬ 
bers of the family; and Bengel asks: Quit cr»- 
dat , in tot famdiit nullum fuisse infaniemf It is 
true that we cannot by any means maintain that 
this was the fact, with such confidence as to 
quote it as evidence. The most important feature 
of the whole subject, however, is not connected 
with the questions whether there were children 
in those families, or what their ages may have 
been. It is rather the indisputable fact, that in 
both cases the whole household, or all who belonged 
to the families, were baptized with the respective 
heads, which is here of a decisive character. It 
involves the conception of a Christian family , a 
Christian household. Personal self-determina¬ 
tion is indeed a lofty privilege; still, it is sot 
consistent with the truth to isolate the individ¬ 
ual ; the unity of the family in Christ, the con¬ 
secration of the household through grace, the 
entire subjection of all to one Lord—these seem 
to us to be here required by the will of God. 
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And H is a remarkable fact that this aspect of 
salvation is prominently exhibited in the apos¬ 
tolical history, first of all, on European ground, 

4. The apostle of the Redeemer engages in a 
conflict with heathenism on a Macedonico-Hellenic 
soiL The arts of divination had been extensively 
practised ever since the Peloponnesian war. 
Polytheism prevailed; the Pythian oracles stood 
in the closest connection with the worship of 
Apollo. Even the comparative purity of which 
the whole system might possibly boast, gradually 
disappeared, and a superstitious form of sooth¬ 
saying succeeded; a calculating selfishness, and 
gross or artful frauds were found in company 
with superstition. All these features—essen¬ 
tially heathenish as they are—*were revealed in 
a hideous combination, in the case of the sooth¬ 
saying female slave. The most serious injuries 
inflicted on the apostles proceeded from men 
whose interests had suffered. This circumstance 
does not, however, justify the inference that the 
whole affair was nothing else than an imposition, 
since, on this supposition, the exclamation of the 
slave, recorded in ver. 17, would be altogether 
inexplicable. We must probably assume that the 
oase exhibits a kind of olairvoyance. And in 
that the apostle recognizes a demoniacal power, 
and expels the spirit by a powerful command 
issued in the name of Jesus. Bengal remarks: 
Brat spiritus non e pessimis; quia non citius com- 
momt Paulum : sed tamen expelU dignus. Any tole¬ 
ration of such exclamations, and, much more, 
any alliance with such spirits, could have had 
no other effect than that of dishonoring the Gos¬ 
pel, and hindering the grace and truth of God. 

5. But the expulsion of the spirit in the power 
of Christ, subjects the apostles to a political accu¬ 
sation. In Jerusalem, the ostensible ground for 
the persecutions to which the apostles (iv. 2, 7; 
v. 28) and Stephen (vi. 11-14) were exposed, 
had been uniformly furnished by religion. The 
sufferers were accused of having invaded the 
rights of the hierarchical offioers and teachers, 
and of having uttered blasphemies against God 
and Moses, the temple and the law. In Philippi, 
persecution assumes a political character; Paul 
and Silas are charged with having created dis¬ 
turbances, and attempted to introduce customs 
which were contrary to the Roman customs. 
Persecutions had been previously endured on a 
heathen soil (in Antiocff of Pisidia, ch. xiii. 14, 
50, in Iconium, and in Lystra, ch. xiv. 4, 19), 
hut this is the first instance, in which, besides, 
the motives of the persecutors really proceeded 
from a heathenish source alone. The Roman 
authorities of the colonial city of Philippi, im¬ 
pelled by the covetousness of certain individuals 
who had sustained a loss, and by the excited but 
blind passions of the populace, hastily adopted 
illegal and uigustifiable measures. The whole 
occurrence may be viewed as a premonition of 
all those bloody persecutions to which the Roman 
empire was about to subject the Christians du¬ 
ring two centuries (comp. Baumqabtkn, II. 1. 
p. 210, 211).—Indeed, the sufferings of Christ 
Himself^ furnish the proper type of all the per¬ 
secutions whieh have befallen His church. This 
is specially the oase in so far as He was himself 
brought before both Jewish and heathen tribunals, 
and condemned, by the Jewish hierarchy for ir- 


religion, and by the Roman procurator, for a po¬ 
litical offence. The experience of his disciples 
is now the same in both respects: they are ac¬ 
cused, at first, of offences of a hierarchical and 
religious, and, afterwards, of those of a political 
nature. 

6. “By succumbing, we conquer'*, is here 
again the watch-word. The two imprisoned wit¬ 
nesses of Christ have suffered the deepest humi¬ 
liation; their feet are fastened in the stocks; 
their backs are lacerated with stripes; they are 
cast among common criminals. They are, never¬ 
theless, so joyful and happy when they offer 
prayer to God, in the middle of the night, that 
they sing hymns of praise with loud voices. 
Thus the spirit prevails over the flesh; thus faith 
and patience prevail over tribulation. And the 
miracle by which their bonds were burst asun¬ 
der, and the doors opened, is the answer of God 
to the prayers and praises which they offered to 
Him. The.prison is converted into a church—a 
place suited for baptism, for gentle ministrations 
to the suffering (ver. 88), and for a cheerful 
agape (ver. 84). 

7. The question and the answer in ver. 80, 81, 
are both, as it were, classical. Both strike pre¬ 
cisely the central point at which they are aimed 
—the central point of the heart, and also that of 
the plan of salvation. The question proceeds 
from the heart, and reaches the heart. On the 
day of Pentecost, those Jews whose hearts had 
been so deeply moved by Peter’s discourse, ex¬ 
claimed: “Brethren, what shall we do?" (ii. 
37). Here, in Philippi, the jailer, who had been 
powerfully affected by the occurrence that had 
taken place, and who was troubled in his con¬ 
science, asked, in most respectful terms: “ Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?" His anguish of 
conscience, the fear of divine punishment, and 
an ardent desire for salvation, combine to prompt 
a question expressive not only of a wish for prac¬ 
tical instructions, but also of an inward longing 
to reach the goal (audrjvaA, The latter feature 
is not seen in ch. ii. 87; out the pagan, whose 
natural way was dark and conducted neither to 
peace nor to knowledge, was negatively prepared 
by this very circumstance for asking suoh a 
question; it proceeded from the depths of a heart 
which was conscious of its own emptiness, and 
yet thirsted after God and that salvation which 
is in God. But he does not merely desire to re¬ 
ceive or take—he is also willing and resolved to 
do (iroieiv) all that is Requisite, in order to reach 
the goal. And thus a consciousness of his misery, 
a desire for salvation, a thirst after knowledge, 
and a willingness to do his duty, are all found in 
combination in his soul; and “out of the abun¬ 
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh." [Mt 
xii. 84]. These are, indeed, the sentiments of 
a truly awakened soul, which is not far from the 
kingdom of God, which has been happily reached 
by preventing grace [gratia prseveniensl, and 
which seeks and knocks.—The answer of the two 
servants of Christ is worthy of the question. 
They state the means and the way to which the 
question referred, in brief and appropriate 
terms; proceeding at once to the main point, they 
reply: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ." They 
exhibit to this seeking soul the Person of Christ, in 
whom alone there is salvation, and add no un- 
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meaning phrases. They demand a faith of which 
His Person is the object—nothing more than 
faith, and nothing less. “Fids sola ” had be¬ 
come the watch-word of the apostle Paul, and, 
in accordance with his example, was afterwards 
adopted by the Reformers as their own. The 
jailer was willing to do (noulv) all that should 
be asked; nererthless, they demand, not multi¬ 
plied services, labors, and works wrought by 
himself, but solely faith, that is, a cordial accept¬ 
ance and appropriation of the personal Saviour 
Himself, ana implicit confidence in Him. 8till, 
the faith to which this man attained, impelled 
him to render all the services which gratitude 
and love could suggest, and which he could per¬ 
form ; he compassionately washed their stripes, 
and supplied them, in their state of exhaustion, 
with food.—He had desired salvation , and to this 
inquiry, too, the messengers reply. They do not 
detain him on the road, but at once direct his 
attention to the goaL In this case again, the 

t race of God, who Is. able to do exceeding abun- 
antly above all that we ask or think, [Eph. iii. 
20], transcends the desires of man. The jailer 
had spoken only in reference to himself (<wd£>); 
the answer is: au&foy av ko 2 6 oU6f aov —salva¬ 
tion shall come [Luke xix. 9], not to him alone, 
but also to his whole household. The paternal 
love of God in Christ is so abundant, that he can 
grant pardon, salvation, and peace to many at 
the same time, and bestow his grace on the whole 
family, as well as on its head. Paul and Silas 
accordingly continued to speak the word of the 
Lord to the jailer, and to all that were in his 
house, and then baptised him and ‘all his.’ 

8. The ohange of opinionr on the part of the 
magistrates, the release of the prisoners, and 
the respectful and honorable manner in which 
the former conducted the latter forth from the 
rison, are prophetic signs of the victorious and 
onorable termination of the humiliations and 
persecutions to which Christianity would be sub¬ 
jected by the Roman Empire. The sufferings 
and the crucifixion of Christ were followed by 
his glorious resurrection. And the Church of 
Christ, over which the sign of the cross is seen, 
may, even in seasons of humiliation, that seem 
to conduct to defeat and ruin, nevertheless always 
expect an Easter morning, and a glorious victory 
—provided that she follows in his footsteps, and 
never denies Him. 


HOMILBTIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Veb. 9. And a vision appeared to' Paul 
in the night. —Faithful servants of Jesus walk 
as in the presence of God continually, by night 
as well as by day, and conform to his will; 
when they awake, they are still with him. (Ps. 
cxxxix. 18). (Ap. Past.).— Come over 
and help os. —When a teacher properly con¬ 
siders the mournful condition of the unconverted, 
or the anxious desires of awakened souls, should 
not his heart be deeply moved, and impel him to 
hasten to their relief? Had not the Lord Jesus 
compassion on the multitude, when he saw them 
as sheep without a shepherd? (Ap. Past.).— The 
great missionary call; “Come over and help us": 
I. Addressed by the heathen world to Christen¬ 


dom, and intended (a) to reveal the misery of 
the heathen, and (M to rouse our active love; 
IL Addressed by Christendom to heaven, im¬ 
ploring the Lord (a) to show us the right way 
(ver.. 10 ff.), and ( b) to open the hearts of 
heathens (ver. 14).— Come over , and help us! I. 
This call for help was once addressed by the 
pagan West to the Christian East; II. It is now 
addressed to Western Christianity by the East, 
which has relapsed into its former misery; III. 
This cry for relief may, possibly, be uttered at 
some future time by lands that still exjoy the 
blessings of the Gospel, when their ingratitude 
has caused the candlestick of the Gospel to be 
removed, and when the word of God (“the pass¬ 
ing shower”, as Luther terms it), shall have 
passed by; IV. Therefore, to-day if ye will 
hear his voioe, harden not your hearts [Hebr. 
iiL 7, 8]. 

Veb. 10. Immediately we endeavored, 

eto.—Luke introduces himself, in his narrative, 
in this quiet, modest, and even reserved, man¬ 
ner. While *he gases at the great apostle, he 
entirely forgets himself; and when the Lord and 
His cause come into view, he loses sight of all 
persons.— Assuredly gathering that the 
Lord had oalled us. —Hence the Lord was al¬ 
ready in Macedonia, and the vision taught them 
that his presence there had preceded them. 
(Bengel).—As soon as we are assured of the di¬ 
vine will, let us earnestly endeavor to obey it 
without delay. (Quesnel). 

Ver. 11. We came with a straight course. 
—When the ways of man please God, the winds 
and the weather are often made the agents which 
assist him. (Starke).—The prosperous voyage 
increased their confidence. “Ye are truly wel¬ 
come,” said Europe. (Bengel). 

Ver. 12. Philippi, which is the chief 
city. —Great cities are frequently marked by 
great vices; still, we can often do good there, 
sooner than we could elsewhere. 

Ver. 13. And on the sabbath we went 
out of the oity by a river side, etc.—Paul 
and his companions had received this extraordi¬ 
nary and divine call to proceed to Macedonia;. 
but now observe the artless and simple manner 
in which they commence their labors. They re¬ 
main alone during a few days. Then they pm- 
oeed, like others, to a common place of devotA, 
and content themselves with speaking there to a 
few women: they are calm, full of fluth, and 
willing to follow the leadings of God. They ex¬ 
hibit no intemperate seal; they form no lofty de¬ 
sign. May the Lord conduct us also in suck a 
middle course, between an extravagant seel 
(which nature, and not grace, enkindles) on the 
one hand, and sloth and negligence, on the 
other; His blessing will be granted at the pro¬ 
per time. (Ap. Past).—Every plaoe is suited for 
true prayer—the field, Gen. xxiv. 63; the sea¬ 
shore, Acts xxi. 5; the prison, eh. xvi. 25; the 
belly of a fish, Jon. ii. 1, 2; the fiery ftrqiet 
(the prayer of Asarias) [the apocryphal addition 
to Dan. iiL 28, entitled in the English trana.: 
“The Song of the three children, etc.”.— 1 T*.]* 

1 Tim. ii. 8. (Starke). 

Ver. 14. A - - woman named Lydia, - - 
which worshipped God. —We do not see vast 
numbers before us here, whom the lessons of the 
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apostles won for Hie cause of the Gospel; Lydia 
stands alone. When the kingdom of God first 
comes, it resembles a grain of mustard-seed. This 
new convert, at first a solitary woman, soon gains 
associates; the number increases, and the result 

Philippi, to which Paul addresses his*admirable 
Epistle, and which he calls his 44 crown ”. [Phil, 
iv. 1]. (Ap. Past).—Lydia was in precisely that 
frame of mind, in which the Macedonian man 
seemed to be, whom Panl saw in the vision. 
(Ibid.).— A seller of purple. —She was, conse¬ 
quently, a woman who had engaged in trade, 
aad who possessed a certain amount of property. 
We can fear God and love his word, whether 
we are occupied with commercial affairs, or hold 
any other position in society. Hence Paul does 
not advise Lydia to abandon her occupation. 
Still, our business affairs are never to be influ¬ 
enced by unbelief, covetousness, and the cares 
of this world; the word of God must be more 
precious in our eyes than all the wealth of the 
world. (Bogatsky).— Whose heart the Lord 
Opened. —The teacher addresses the ear in vain, 
unless God opens the heart, but man must content 
that it should be opened. (Rev. iii. 20).—When 
the Gospel reaches a hearer’s heart, the circum¬ 
stance proves, not that the speaker is an excel¬ 
lent preacher, but that the Lord Himself stands 
before the door, and has opened the internal ear. 

^ Via. A She besought ns, saying, etc.— 
AH her words and acts demonstrate the genuine¬ 
ness of her faith: it is, I. Humble, submitting 
to the judgment of experienced Christians: <( if 
ye have judged, etc.”; II. Eager to learn, de¬ 
siring increased power; III. Gratefbl to God; 
IV. Rich in works of love (all this is ihdicated 
in the words: “oome into my house, and abide 
there.”); V. Influential as an example: “when 
she was baptised, and her household.”— And 
her household. —What would Lydia have said, 
if the preachers of the Lord Jesus had declined 
to baptise the little children of her household? 
She would have begun to mistrust her own faith 
•—that gracious gift of God! (Besser). 

(-Vra. 9—16.). The first planting of the di¬ 

vine word in our part of the world: I. The manner 
ha which it was effected, ver. 11-18; II. The 
success of the work, ver. 14,16. (Lisco).— Bleu- 
ed are they that hear the word of Ood and keep it 
FLuke xi. 28]: L How should we hear it? (a) 
With a mind withdrawn from the affairs of the 
world; Lydia had retired from the city; (M 
with a heart consecrated by prayer; Lydia haa 
gone forth to pray; (c) with an earnest desire 
for all the grace that God is willing to bestow; 
the Lord opened the heart of Lydia. II. How 
should we keep it? (a) Not by bein£ satisfied 
with transient emotions, but by entenng into a 
true communion of life with the Lord; Lydia re¬ 
ceived baptism; (6) by endeavoring to communi¬ 
cate to others our newly acquired faith ; Lydia’s 
household is baptised with her; (e) by endeavor¬ 
ing to pay our debt of gratitude to the Lord in 
nets of disinterested love to our neighbor; Lydia 
constrains her benefactors to receive her hospi¬ 
table services. (From Lisco).— The earliest preach- 

a of the Gotpel in ovr part of the world: I. Who 
da the preacher? II. Who is the preacher? 


m. Who is the hearer? (C. Beck: Horn, Rep .).— 
The guidance of God and the intelligence of man, 
combined m the work of extending the kingdom of 
God: I. God grants the vision to Paul, and opens 
the heart of Lydia; II. Paul understands,and 
intelligently obeys the divine call, and wisely 
chooses the time and the place of his first dis¬ 
course at Philippi, (ib.).— Lydim, the firtt Chris¬ 
tian of Europe , a living illustration of the manner 
in which God opens a door for hit word: I. By land 
and by sea. Paul's passage to Europe; the dis¬ 
tress of the world calls him; the love of Christ 
constrains him; the hand of the Lord leads him. 

II. To the ear and the heart. Paul’s first dis^ 
course in Philippi; the Lotd gives him an oppor¬ 
tunity to preach the word, gathers hearers around 
him, and opens a heart that receives the truth. 

III. To the family and the ohuroh. The fruits 
of Lydia’s conversion. The Lord opens her 
mouth for a public confession of Him—the hearts 
of her family for a devout imitation of her exam¬ 
ple—her hand for offices of gratitude and love.— 
The decisive victory at Philippi. The bloody bat¬ 
tle of Philippi, a century previously, had laid 
the foundation of the empire of Augustus; the 
bloodless victory of Paul now lays the foundation 
for the kingdom of Christ on earth. 

Veb. 16. Which brought her masters 
muoh gain by soothsaying. —It is a common 
vice of men that they give largely in matters 
which do not belong to their province, while 
they will not expend a farthing on the true wor¬ 
ship of God and on usefiil institutions. (Starke). 

Vbr. 17. Cried, saying, These men are the 
servants, etc.—When Satan is transformed into 
an angel of light [2 Cor. xi. 14], he is most of 
all dangerous.—The devil often preaches the ar¬ 
ticle of faith concerning God, but applies it to 
purposes of his own. (Starke).—Wheirthe devil 
cannot actually arrest the progress of the king, 
dom of God, he endeavors, at least, to make com¬ 
mon cause with it, and thus affix a stigma to it. 
But the Lord Jesus, with his servants, has al¬ 
ways carefully guarded against such dangers. 
Luther, for instance, learned from his experi¬ 
ence, that attempts are often made to insnare 
men by flattering words. (Rieger).—A threefold 
artifice of the devil is here concealed: 1. Heat- 
tempted to excite the self-complacency of the 
apostles, and weaken their zeal for Jesus by 
worldly praise. Many an upright teacher has 
already fallen into this snare. 2. He attempted 
to flatter them by the words of the female slave, 
so that they might allow him to retain possession 
of her, and continue his work of deceit. 8. He 
designed by these means to persuade the people 
that the apostles were his mends, and thus im¬ 
pair the strength of the Christian religion. (Ap. 
Past.). 

Veb. 18. But Paul, baing grieved. —Christ 
does not need the praise of the devil, either in 
His own behalf, or in that of his servants. True 
Christians should regard the praise of wicked 
people with suspicion, and feel that it is even a 
hateful thing. (Starke). (The Grecian sage 
asked: “What base thing have I done, that this 
man praises me?”). The Lord grant us purity 
of sentiment, as the love of praise so easily be¬ 
sets us!— I command thee - - - out of her. 
—The powers of falsehood, which had already 
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acquired such influence, the miserable condition 
of the slave, who might yet be saved, and a well- 
founded apprehension that Christianity might be 
regarded as also a magic art, that enveloped it¬ 
self in darkness, combined to impel Paul to speak 
and act with such earnestness. (Rieger). 

( -Vbr. 16-18). The servants of the Mott 

High Ood them the way of salvation (ver. 17); 
this witness is true, although it proceeds from a 
lying mouth: I. Who are the servants of God ? 
Those who serve God and his word alone, and 
not the false spirit of the world, self-interest, 
and pride, ver. 16,18. II. What is the way of sal¬ 
vation which they teach? The answer in ver. 
81. (From Lisco).— The Christian's conduct with 
retpect to that which it wonderful, when the latter 
neither proceeds from the power of faith, nor it con¬ 
nected with it: I. The apostle’s mode of action; 
II. The rule with which it furnishes us. (Schlei- 
ermacher).— No alliance between the kingdom of 
truth and falsehood! I. The kingdom of truth does 
not need it; II. It was never benefited by it— 
Distrust, 0 Christian, the praise of the worldl L 
It desires to excite thy vanity by means of that 
which is not thy merit but a work of grace; II. 
It desires to check thy seal, when directed against 
all ungodliness; III. It desires to allure thee 
from the service of thy God, and consign thee to 
the bondage of men. 

Vib. 19. Saw that the hope of their 
gains was gone. —The Gospel does, indeed, 
seriously interfere at times with the gains of 
men, since it forbids and condemns many profita¬ 
ble arts, and involves us in many trials and diffi¬ 
culties. (Starke). 

Vbr. 20. These men - - - do exceed¬ 
ingly trouble oar oity.— Those who disturb 
the false peace of sinners, are usually denounced 
as disturbers of the public peace; 1 Kings xviii. 
17; Amos vii. 10. (Starke).— Lupus m fabulal 
The lamb is accused by the wolf of having trou¬ 
bled the water, and yet the latter drank higher 
up in the brook. 

Vbr. 21. These men being Jews - - - 
teach customs - - - being Romans. —The 
charge against the servants of Christ is framed 
with great cunning; the accusers appeal, on 
the one hand, to tne Roman name, the highest 
badge of distinction; they arouse, on the other, 
the hatred of the people against the apostles, by 
applying to them the name of Jews, which' was, 
at that time, a term of reproach. (Calvin).—The 

• devil had borne witness that they proclaimed the 
way of salvation, and now their teaching is rep¬ 
resented as of such a nature that it could not 
with propriety be received! Perverse world! 

, (Ap. Past.).— Two well-founded charges against the 
messengers of Christ , before the tribunal of the world: 
I. They disturb the city, t. «., arouse the sinner 
from his false repose; II. They are Jews, and 
teach customs which do not accord with those of 
i the Romans, t. they humble the prffle of the 
, natural man. 

Vbr. 22. Rent off their olothee, and com¬ 
manded to beat them. —It is better to suffer 
for the sake of Jesus, than to be praised by the 

• devil. (Ap. Past). 

Vbr. 28. They oast them into prison. — 
Since Christ himself was numbered with the 
transgressors [Isai. liii. 12], it is an honor to his 


servants to suffer imprisonment for his sake 
(Starke).—Let us value the writings of the apos¬ 
tle the more highly, on acoount of the “ honora¬ 
rium ” which he received. (Besser). [Honora¬ 
rium, l «., the pay for the services of authors, 
physicians, etc. (Heyse).— Tr.] 

Vbr. 24. Who, having received such a 
charge - - - the stocks. —Fidelity in dis¬ 
charging the duties of an office, even when un¬ 
wisely exhibited, does not hinder, but may, at 
times, promote the conversion of men. (Starke). 
—The limbs do not feel the stooks, when the 
heart is in heaven. (Tertullian).—The feet of 
those who publish peace, are never more beauti¬ 
ful [Isai. lii. 7], than when they are bound in 
fetters and iron. (Gossner). 

Vbr. 25. And at midnight Paul and 
Silas prayed, etc.—True Christians can, by 
their prayers and hymns, convert even a court 
of death, and a gate of hell, into a sanctuary and 
a gate of heaven. (Starke).—The place does not 
sanctify the person, but the person sanctifies the 
place. (Quen8tedt).—It is no difficult art to nag 
praises in the external church, when it is not 
only tolerated, but even protected, and when 
money is paid for such praises; but no one, un¬ 
less he is a true disciple of Jesus, and endowed 
with grace, can praise and sing in a prison, in 
bonds, and after having been scourged. (Goss- 
ner).— The wonderful worship of Ood at wight m 
the prison of Philippi: I. The unusual hour of 
prayer—midnight; IL The singular temple—a 
prison; III. The remarkable appearanoe of those 
who conduct the services—Paul and Silas in the 
stocks; IV. The strange congregation—the pris¬ 
oners in their cells.— Paul and Silas, singing 
praises by night, or, “This is the victory that 
overcom’eth the world, even our faith.” [1 John 
v. 4]. — The prayer m the prison at night , and tks 
Amen pronounced by heaven (the earthquake). 

Vbr. 26. And suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, etc.—It was the answer to their 
hymns of praise. (Gossner).—The prayers of the 
saints move heaven and earth. (Starke).—It wss 
a great miracle, when all the doors were opened 
and the bands loosed in consequence of the earth¬ 
quake ; hut it was a still greater miracle when 
the hearts of the jailer and of all his household 
were opened, (id.).—Every deliverance that ,is 
granted at any time to the servants of God, bears 
a certain resemblance to the final deliverance, 
when, at the sound of the last trumpet, even 
the prisons of the graves will be opened and the 
bands of corruption be loosed, and when the 
souls of men, motionless as it were, will anx¬ 
iously await the things that shall come to pass. 
(Williger).— The midnight earthquake at PbUpfi, 
a miracle wrought by Him who breaks all bonds: L 
He bursts the bonds of affliction, when his elect 
cry day and night unto him [Lu. xviii. 7], (Paul 
and Silas); II. He breaks the chains of sin, when 
the soul that is bound, sighs after Him (the 
jailer); III. He opens a path for Bis word and 
kingdom, although the world may attempt to 
fetter them (the word of God is not bound [2 
Tim. ii. 9]); IV. He bursts open the prison of 
the grave, when the hour of eternal redemption 
arrives.— The midnight hour in the prison at PM 
lippi , an image of the solemn hour of the 
The world sleeps, but believers await it w® 
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watchfulness and prayer; II. The earth trembles, 
bat the Lord is near; III. The servants of sin 
stand trembling before the tribunal, but the 
children of the kingdom lift up their heads, for 
their redemption draweth nigh [Lu. xxi. 28]. 

Vei. 27. He drew out hie sword, etc.— 
God permitted this jailer, who was soon after¬ 
wards converted, to exhibit the utmost wrath, 
and even despair; he was thus, in truth, a brand 
plucked out of the fire [Zech. iii. 2], well suited 
to demonstrate the power of the Gospel, which 
can transfer sinners from the borders of hell to 
the life of heaven. Such cases encourage us to 
carry the Gospel to the rudest and most barbar¬ 
ous tribes, even under the most unpromising cir¬ 
cumstances. Even the man who contemplates 
suicide, and whose sword is already at his breast, 
may yet be saved. (Ap. Past.). 

Vbe. 28. But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, etc. — The jailer, in his fright, and in the 
darkness of the night, oannot see Paul, but the 
latter sees him, ana rescues him from his great 
danger. While the sinner sits, as a captive, in 
the deepest night of sin and fear, the eyes of 
Jesus, who is gracious and merciful, are fixed 
upon him. (Ap. Past.). —Do thyself no harm, 
for we are all here.— The command and will 
of God bind His people more firmly than iron 
chains and oaken stooks.— “We are all here”—a 
consolatory assurance given by the messengers of the 
Qospel to men in despair. Not only Paul and Si- 
las utter the words, but Peter and John, with all 
the apostles and prophets, unite with them in 
saying: “We are all here,” I. With the witness 
of the word ; II. With the example furnished by 
our walk; III. With the interceding prayers of 
our love. 

Vkx. 29. And oame trembling. —He did 
not tremble for his office, his character, or his 
life, since the danger had passed away, and all 
the prisoners were there; he trembled in the 
anguish of his soul, as an awakened sinner stand¬ 
ing in the presence of an unknown God. —Fell 
down before Paul and Silas.— The jailer on 
his knees before his prisoners—what a wonder¬ 
ful change! It impressively attests the majesty 
of the true servants of God, and the insignifi¬ 
cance of merely secular authorities. 

Ysb. 30. And said, Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved?—We are told in ver. 27, that “he 
called for a light”, in order to look for the 
prisoners. He now calls for the true light, in 
order to go forth out of his own prison.—The 
heart of the jailer seems to repeat, and, indeed, 
to his own great advantage, the words: “Come 
over, and help us.” .When we meet with such 
an awakened conscience, we can accomplish a 
great work with a few words; but it is often long 
before the question is seriously asked: “What 
must I do to be saved?” (Rieger). 

Vbr. 81. And they said, Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, eto. — The_apostate empe¬ 
ror, Julian, said in mockery to the Christians: 
“Faith! —This is the whole of your wisdom!” 
Let us abide by this wisdom. (Besser).— The 
most important question, and the most important an¬ 
swer. (Lisco).— Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shall be saved, and thy house ! For, with 
this faith, thou receivest, I„ A divine family 
friend; II. A holy family discipline; III. Un¬ 


disturbed family peace; IV. A secure family po¬ 
sition; V. An infallible family remedy; VI. A 
heavenly family portion (a wedding sermon ). 

Vbr. 32. And they spake unto him the 
word of the Lord, etc.—-The apostles not only 
promised salvation to him and his house, but also 
brought it to them through the preaching of the 
Gospel. (Williger). 

Vbr. o 3. And washed their stripes.— 

When faith enters into the heart, it transforms m 
the individual; the stem jailer is converted into * 
a kind physician and host. (Starke).— And was 
baptised, he and aU his.— -He first removed 
their bodily uncleanness—the blood which had 
flowed from their wounds; he could no longor 
endure the sight of those evidences of the cruel 
treatment which these servants of God had re¬ 
ceived; he now asked that he and “all his” 
might, through them, be cleansed in baptism, and 
be freed from spiritual uncleanness. (Williger).— 

The jailer has now become himself a prisoner— 
a prisoner of Jesus Christ; but these are blessed 
bonds! 

Ver. 34. He set meat before them, and 
rejoioed, etc.—This was a genuine marriage 
feast, in the joy of which the whole family shared. 
(Bogatzky).—All these details enable us to dis¬ 
cern in the jailer, after he had become a believer, 
the cheerful spirit of Martha, which appropri¬ 
ately reveals itself only when it succeeds the 
thoughtful silence of Mary, and when the one 
thing needful is secured. (Williger).—In Phi¬ 
lippi, a business-place (Lydia’s house), and then 
a prison, were the first missionary stations; two 
families in that city furnished the church with 
a home. It was necessary that, in the pagan 
world, the Christian family should beoome the 
nursery of congregational life, each household a 
congregation on a small, and each congregation 
a family, on a large, scale. (Besser). 

(-On Vbr. 26-34A The conversion of the 

jailer at Philippi : I. The preparatory circum¬ 
stances: (a) externally, the earthquake; (6) in¬ 
ternally, the alternation of opposite emotions— 
anguish and despair, peace and joy. II. The 
means through which it was accomplished: (a) 
the question, which referred to the way of sal¬ 
vation; (6) the answer, which proclaimed salva¬ 
tion. III. The results: (a) active gratitude 
towards the apostles; (5) a blessing permanently 
abiding on the man and his house. (From Lisco). 

—The miracle of the night of imprisonment (a ho¬ 
mily). I. The prayer, ver. 26. It is night; all 
are buried in sleep. A gloomy edifice; an abode 
of darkness—a prison. But in one of the cells 
a light, an internal light—the light of faith. 
Hence, prayer and praise. IL The convulsion, 
ver. 26-28. The earthquake—it convulsed not 
only the prison-walls, but also the heart of the 
keeper of the prison. At first, indeed, an agony 
even unto despair. But eternal love watches 
and rules. The comforting assurance: “ We are 
all here.” Hope revives; still, the jailer desires 
to obtain ocular proof, ver. 29. III. The great 
question, ver. 80-82. It proceeded from causes 
that are partially apparent: the praying apos¬ 
tles opened an indistinct view of a higher power; 
perhaps, too, earlier experiences in his gloomy 
calling, reejurred to his mind. The convulsion 
brought the slumbering seed to maturity.—The 
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apostles had not fled; how secure and happj 
they must be! What moat I do to be in the same 
state? The great and vital question receives a 
great and vital answer. There can be but one 
answer: “Without Christ, none are saved; 
through Him, all can be saved—thou, and thy 
house”. IV. The first love [Rev. it 41, ver. 88, 
84. What is it ? The effort to return that whieh 
has been received—to do good to Christ in the 
person of His servants, the brethren. His heart 
• cannot contain such blessedness—it is a fire en¬ 
kindled in the house, which reaches all the mem¬ 
bers of the family. (From Lisoo).— The tight of 
the grace of the Lord, anting in the middle of the 
night: L Over His friends, (Paul and Silas); 
II. Over His enemies (the jailer and his house). 
—The miracles of grace wrought m the prison at 
Philippi: I. The Lord releases those that are 
bound: (a) internally free—they pray and sing; 
(b) externally free—the bands are loosed, the 
aoors are opened. IL He binds those that are 
free: (a) the fetters of agony and fear—the ter¬ 
ror and tretnbling of the jailer; (6) the bands of 
faith and love [Hos. xL 4]—his conversion and 
joy.— The purposes to which the Lord can apply a 
prison; He can convert it into, L A peaceful 
chapel of prayer, ver. 26; II. An alarming place 
of judgment, ver. 26-29; IIL A useful school of 
repentance and faith, ver. 80, 81; IV. A hospi¬ 
table house of Christian love and mercy, ver. 82, 
88; V. A blessed birth-place of the new life, ver. 
84. (Sermon for a House of correction and a prison). 

Ver. 86. And whan it was day, etc.—The 
apostles had not spoken in defence of themselves 
before the magistrates, but the Lord had awa¬ 
kened the conscience of the latter. When His 
servants suffer and are silent. He defends their 
cause. (Ap. Past.).— Let those men go. — 
Such words, whioh Jesus said to his enemies near 
the mount of Olives, are now our security: “If 
ye seek me, let these go their way” [John xviii. 
8]. For now the world, death and the devil, the 
judgment and hell, are compelled by the power 
of Jesus to let his children and servants go. (Ap. 
Past.).—The unexpected command to dismiss 
Paul, was, in truth, an act of the tender mercy 
of God, performed in behalf of the jailer, who 
was only a beginner in the faith. It would have 
been a severe trial for him, if he had received a 
command to subject these servants of Jesus to 
additional torments. It was, therefore, with sin¬ 
cere joy that he proclaimed their innocence and 
release. We should always treat young persons 
and beginners with gentleness and indulgence, 
until they have acquired strength. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 86. Now therefore depart, and go 
in peaoe. —The jailer was already surprised 
that the magistrates should voluntarily issue such 
a command; but a still deeper humiliation 
awaited them. There are times coming when 
arrogant sinners will address their prayers for 
pardon, not only to the Lord, but also to his ser¬ 
vants; for the saints will be their judges (1 Cor. 
vi. 2). (Williger). 

Ver. 81. Bnt Paul said nnto them, etc.— 
It is at times both wise and kind, to address, in 
somewhat bold terms, those who can be restrained 
from doing evil by nothing but by fear. (Quee- 
nel).—We ought not to yield to malicious men in 
a single point, not, however, from revengeful 


motives, but in order that their shame may he 
revealed, to the honor of the name of Christ; 
otherwise, they will beoome still more presump¬ 
tuous (1 Kings xviii 17, 18). (Starke).—The 
world would gladly consign its past acts of in¬ 
justice to oblivion, but should not always be per¬ 
mitted to adopt this course. The Holy 8pirit 
teaches us that we should not be humble at sa 
improper time, but regulate our oonduct in tuck 
a manner, that it may conform to the guidance 
of God. It is neoessary that thoee who are in¬ 
vested with civil offices, should see, at least to 
some extent, that the course of the Gospel is 
guided by a higher hand. (Rieger).—Being 
Romans.—“Our citizenship [uoXcrcvpa, PhiL 
iii. 20; Conversation*, i. e., walk, etc. Engl 
Version.—Tn.1 is in heaven.** Paul well knew 
that this privilege was of more value than that 
of his Roman citizenship. Comp. PhiL iii. 8. 
(Starke). 

Ver. 88. And they feared, etc.—The magis¬ 
trates were alarmed when they heard that the 
prisoners were Romans; they did not bestow a 
thought on the ill-treatment which Christians had 
received from them. Thus God at times attaches 
some badge to the pilgrim’s garb of his children, 
which may not indeed win the sinoare love at 
others, but which at least avails to prevent far¬ 
ther acts of violence. (Rieger). 

Ver. 89. Dsaired them to depart out of 
the city.—When unchristian rulers perceive 
that the Gospel has made a deep impression, 
they no doubt wish that Christ and his word 
could be restricted to India or Turkey, so that 
their repose might not be disturbed. Compare 
the conduct of the Gergesenes, Matth. viii. 84. 
(Starke). 

Ver. 40. When they had seen the breth¬ 
ren, they oomforted them, and departed. 
—Such a departure of these faithful witnesses 
of Jesus, was honorable to them. They had ac¬ 
complished the work that had been assigned to 
them; they had gathered brethren together; 
they comfort them; and now they depart. God 
grant that when we leave the world, we also may 
receive such a testimony from God. (Ap. Past.). 

(——On ver. 86-40). 7he unexpected issue: L 
The sudden release; U. The bold protest; HL 
The honorable apology; IV. The peaceful de¬ 
parture. (From Lisoo A —The honorable departure 
of the messengers of God from Philippi: L The 
power of the Lord is revealed; II. The shame of 
his servants is effaced; IIL Proud enemies ere 
humbled; IV. Faithfril friends are gained.— 
Under what circumstances may a Christian dtfesd 
the honor of his name, and insist on his rights 1 L 
When he is influenced, not by insults offered to 
his self-love, but by his sense of justice, and his 
zeal for the honor of God. II. When he does not 
depend on his own resources, but appeals to jus¬ 
tice and to truth; IIL When it is his object, not 
to crush, but to convince and reform the offend*. 

Ver. 86. “ Go in peace”—the noblest words ef 
farewell which could be addressed to the sereauts sf 
God: I. By their friends, to whom they had 
brought salvation and peace (the jailer); II. By 
their enemies, who could not toueh God’s 
anointed (the magistrates); HI. By the Lord, who 
gives them the testimony: “They have done 
what they could.** Mark xiv. 8. —[The corner*** 
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^ tk* Pk U ipp i am JmUr: I. The cireumiiaaoee 
oader which it occurred; (a) the providential 
Tieit of the apostles to Philippi; (6) the jailer’s 
personal knowledge of their doctrine (apparent 
from Ter 81, and acquired, when the divining 
spirit was expelled, ver. 17, 18—when they en¬ 
dured the scourging with constancy—when they 
addressed him, as he fastened their feet in the 
stocks—never before, such prisoners); (c) the 
miraculous earthquake, and its immediate effects. 
IL Its genuineness, proved (a) from the peculiar 
power of Gospel truth (Rom. l. 16; James i. 18; 
it had already impressed him); (6) from the di¬ 


vine attestation which, as he felt, the preaching 
of Paul received (the earthquake—to us, e. g. y the 
spread of the Gospel, etc.); (c) from the subse¬ 
quent course of the apostles (as in Lydia’s case, 
ver. 15; they would not have baptised him, if 
they had not “judged” that he was a believer). 
III. Lessons: (a) the solemn duties which the 
gifts of divine grace impose on us (reflection, 
self-examination, repentance, faith); (6) the 
adaptation of the Gospel to the spiritual wants 
of all men (Jews, Gentiles—the high and the 
low); (c) the practical value of the doctrine of 
faith tn Christ. —Tr.] 


D.— LABORS AND EXPERIENCES IN THESSALONICA AND BEREA. 

Chapter XVII. 1-16. 

1 Now when they had passed [journeyed] through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they 

2 came to Thessaloniea, where was a [the, ^] l synagogue of the Jews: *And Paul, as his 
manner [custom] was, went in unto them, and [on] three sabbath days, reasoned* [dis- 

3 coursed] with them out of the Scriptures, ’•'Opening and alleging [setting forth], that 
Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again [that it was necessary (edet) for the 
Messiah (rJv Xpiardv) to suffer and to rise] from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom* 
I preach unto you, is Christ, [that This one is the Messiah (6 Jfp.), Jesus, whom I 

4 announce to you] 4 . *And some of them believed, and consorted with [were convinced, 
and were allotted to] Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, ana 

5 of the chief women not a few. *But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, 
took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort [But the Jews 4 associated with 
themselves some base men belonging to the populace of the market], and gathered a 
company, and set all the city on an uproar [and excited a tumult in the city], and as¬ 
saulted [placed themselves before] the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out 

6 to [them before] the people. *And [But] when they found them not, they drew 
[dragged] Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city [before the city mag¬ 
istrates (noXtTdpxasf],. crying, These that have turned the world upside down [stirred 

7 up the world] are come hither also; *Whom Jason hath received [as guests]: and 
these all do contrary [act in opposition] to the decrees of Cesar [commands of the em¬ 
peror], saying that there is another king, one Jesus [that another is the king, Jesus]. 

8 * And they troubled [disquieted] the people and the rulers of the city [the city mag- 

9 istrates], when they [who] heard these things. *And when they had taken security 
of Jason, and of the others, they let them go [dismissed them]. 

10 *And [But] the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Suas by night unto Berea 
[Beroea]: who ooming [these having come] thither went into the synagogue of the 

11 Jews. *These were more noble [But (<te) these were of a better character] than 
those in Thessaloniea, in that they [; they] received the word with all readiness of 
mind [om. of mindj, and [inasmuch as they] searched the Scriptures daily [day by dav], 

12 whether those things were so. ^Therefore [Thus then, /iiv oSv] m$my of them be¬ 
lieved ; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of [also of the respectable 

13 Grecian women and] men, not a few. *But when the Jews of Thessaloniea had 
knowledge [ascertained] that the word of God was preached of [by] Paul [also, xol] at 
Berea, they came thither also, and stirred up 6 [came thither, and sought there also to 

14 disturb]* the people. *And [But] then immediately the brethren sent away Paul to 
go as it were [that he might proceed] 7 to the sea: but Silas and Timotheus abode there 

15 still [remained there]. *And they that conducted 8 Paul brought him unto [as far as] 
Athens: and receiving a commandment [charge] unto Silas and Timotheus for to [that 
they should] come to him with all speed, they departed. 
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> Y«r. L [4 bato n «f<ot ret, in B.Q. EL, to omitted by LkL aed Ttoch. la accordance with A. R D.aad 

God. Sm_ bmt la retained by AH a* nutae, and with him de Wette agree*.—Ta.] 

* Ter 2. k*Atym [of UxL ree. fikn O. E, many niaaecalee, fetben, etc.] Is to be onamfitfoaally pre fe rre d to At 
other reefing*, rfau, luJUfcn [at A. B. God. &a^ and adopted by Lech, and Ttoch-}, and JuAigdif [of D. A, and adopted by 
Bom.], dace the aoriet coaid have easily bean eabetitated here [by copyists] for the imperfect, inasaioch as the ottor 
▼arts la the aerraiire ere hi the aoriet. [The Yalg. here drope the perfect, aad translates diseerebaL —T*_] 

* Ter. 3. a. [The nsrgia of the Bagl. Ten. proposes the insertion in Italics of $aid he alter “whom.” See Won: 
Oram. It. f { B. L li «1L; £L 2. aad f M. T.—(TymA, Cram, Genera, insert and he; Rhifiw soda the 
words V—Th.] 

♦ Ter. l b. [Lach. aad TtoeH, bat not AH, onit e before X>~ with A. B. Cod. Sin.; but ft is inserted in R G. H.-Tbe 
text ree. omits the com see b et we en Xp. aad m hlL also does, with Giieeb^ Knapp, TtocH, de Wette, etc. Ledtler 
inserts law. betareen c ommas , n Us translation above show*, with larfi., Stier, etc.—Ta.1 

• Ter. i. The shorter, and. probably, the original reading is simply HpesAaJMgom M oi lead, tar omitting the 

words it ei ixm te mrm ; the latter were, withoat doabt, prefixed to loa d a l ei wporAo/L [by copyists] merely 

to rompiete the pictva and assign the limits of the opposition. The manuscripts, in general, exhibit very considerable 
variations in the whole passage. [AH reads: npecAa/L dl ec L twr Ay.; Tlsch. inserta o& aweifi. after lead.; Laeh. nsd* 

dl el L cai *peOa£. twr Ay. ; Ttoch. and Schots : UpecAa*. ti el L el mt$. Born, in accordance with Handsome 
father*, rends: ai de awe*#, lead, wa w iytdemp —Meyer bolds that the reading of Lachm. is sustained by external au¬ 
thority (A. B. minnarales; Tolg. vis. ZeUtmtts mmtem Jbdst* exsumrntrrqw de vuigo, etc. Syr. etc.), bat believes tbs* all 
these variations are additions to the original text, via. FTperXe/l dl oi. L He says that the latter to found only inthead* 
nnscnle anmbered 142, bat that end. is wanting in A. B. minsscoka, vsrakma, etc. The Cod. Sin, r e ad s : ti eilesd. 

aal rpatoA See bel o w, Kuo. ate. note on vsr. 4,4.—Ta] 

* Ter. 13. [After waAmna, Inch., Tlech. and Bom. insert eel vapAwwerm, from A. B. D. Cod. fin. Talc.—AH, with 
text ree^ omits the two words in accordance with B. G. H.; Meyer aad da Wette regard them n transferred from vtr. 8, 

beinr a ekm on wsJL and then, with uL inserted in the text.—T* 1 
T«r. lAj^nsteJdof we, fronG. H-, Lach. and Ttoch. adopt ewr from A. B. R Ood. fin.; Meyer and Alf. suppose that 
this ten proceeded from a misunderstanding of the genuine «*, as if it indicated “ only a/efrtf,** whereas it really indicates 
the direction in which Paul went; Yulg. wewsA; D. omits the word altogether. Sea Brae, note belovr.—Ta.J 

• Ter. IS. [for re* wvwrm of UxL ree. from D (corrected). B. G. H- lach, Ttoch, and Alt read nA r rawra, in ao> 
cordance with A. B. D. (original).—Cod. Sin. (original) exhibits only as#iw. and in the next line, wawrer; for the Utter a 
later hand (C) sohetitated- t e r ra. On the forma, see Wnrm, 114.1.1, and 115: wmpti.—The same editors omit drw 
after foayor with A. B. D. Cod. 9km.; the feet ree. Inserts it with B. G. H. Yulg.—T*.] 


XXBGBTICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vn. 1. How when they had passed 

through, etc.—Paul and Silas, accompanied by 
Timotheos, after leaving Philippi, proceeded to 
Amphipolis, which was situated on the Stry- 
mon, by the waters of which it was surrounded. 
[“Not far from the coast, the Strymon spreads 
oat into a lake; between the lower end of this 
lake and the inner reach of the Strymonio gulf, 
Amphipolis was situated on a bend of the river.” 
(Conyb. and H. I. 841.). Comp. Thnye. IV. 102. 
Its distance from Philippi was 88 Roman miles. 
—Tb.]. Without pausing in this place, they tra¬ 
velled 80 miles further, in a south-easterly direc¬ 
tion to ApoUonis [“the exact position of which 
has not been ascertained” (Conyb. y etc. p. 848). 
—Tn.], and, rapidly passing onward, continued 
their journey until they reached Thsssmlonioa 
[37 miles distant from Apollonia] ; here they re¬ 
mained about four weeks [“ three sabbath-days,” 
i. e. y in suooession.—Ta.J. This city was situ¬ 
ated on [the inner bend of] the Thermaic gulf 
[half-way between the Adriatic and the Helles¬ 
pont] ; it had become, under the Roman sway, 
a very populous and wealthy commercial city, 
was the capital of the second district of the pro¬ 
vince of Macedonia, and was also the residence 
of a Roman Piwtor. The Jews must have estab¬ 
lished themselves, in large numbers, in this city; 
their synagogue appears to have been the only 
one that existed In northern Macedonia. The 
definite article before away. r. ’lord., which is 
omitted in several manuscripts, because it was 
not understood by some copyists, means that no 
synagogue had been built in Philippi, Amphipolis 
or Apollonia, that the Jews who possibly dwelt 
in those cities possessed only a place of prayer 
(i rpofev*#), and that they belonged, as it were, to 
this synagogue in These&lonica. [Grotius]. 

Ver. 2, 8. Am his manner [custom] was.— 
Luke’s attention is primarily arrested by a fact 
which he, accordingly, plaoes prominently before 
our view, vis., that Paul had here, too, faithfully 


adhered to his custom of preaching the Gosptl 
first of all in a synagogue, wherever he found 
one; (hence the unusual and somewhat abstract 
mode of expression is employed: Kara rd tuj&hs 
ry II ei^Xde). [The construction involves 
an attraction, and anticipates the subject; see 
Wiese, | 66. 4 ff. (Meyer).—Tn.]. In this 
synagogue he conversed, on three successive 
sabbaths, with the Jews. The word duteym 
(imperfect, the act being repeated several times) 
usually indicates a dialogue, less frequently, tn 
independent address. (’Awd r. yp. t that is, de¬ 
riving his arguments from the Scriptures). His 
communications consisted in the opening and 
retting forth of two troths to his hearers, in ac¬ 
cordance with the Old Testament, (Bengel says: 
ut si quis nndeum, fracto cortice, et rtdudat et 
exemptum ponat m medio): first, that, according 
to the prophecies, it was neoessary that the Mes¬ 
siah should suffer and rise again; secondly, that 
This One, namely Jesus, is the Anointed One. U 
is certainly the most simple interpretation to re¬ 
gard (with Luther, Bengel [and Hackett]) ovryf 
as the subject, and 6 Xparrdc as the predicate, in 
whioh case ’L jo. bv tya> ear ay. vpiv are words that 
are introduced merely as explanatory of ovrof. 

{ See note 4 above, appended to the text.—Tx]. 
t is a forced construction when the words ovros 
b Xpurrbg are regarded as a predicate (Meyer), 
in the following sense: 4 This Messiah, described 
in the Scriptures, who necessarily suffered and 
rose again. 1 And another construction as little 
commends itself by any internal evidence, ac¬ 
cording to which Xpurrbs *1 jpouf, not separated 
by a comma, constitute the predicate (de Wette, 
Baumgarten [and Alexander]), and-the sense 
would be: ‘This is the Christ Jesus whom I 
preach.’ 

Ver. 4, 6. And some of them believed.— 
The explanations of Paul were partially success* 
fuL The arguments adduced from the Old Its* 
tament to prove the Messianic dignity of Jem% 
convinced (rel&o, descriptive of the progress of 
the argument) some (a few, as it would seem), 
of the Jews, but also many Hellenic proselytes 
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[comp. xiii. 43, 60], who visited the synagogue, 
and not a few respectable women of Hellenio 
origin, who were also proselytes [“ 0 / the first 
women, u e., first in rank and social position.’ 1 
(Alex.).—T r.]; all these were allotted to Paul 
and Silas. ILpocicfajpoivv means to add by lot , sorts 
leetum adjungere , or, in general, to attach to , and 
is here to be taken in a passive sense, so that 
God Himself appears as the author of the allot¬ 
ment; see below Doctb. no 2. [“In Acts xvii. 4, 
KpoSt&jjpb&Tioav is obviously to be taken in a pass- 
ire sense.” (Wixxe: Oram. N. T. $ 39. 2. ult.). 
—Ta.]. The majority of the Jews, on the other 
hand, could not be induced to believe. Their 
oonrse is accurately described by the readings 
bttt&foavTzc and airci&ovvres [the former in E., 
the latter in D. G. H.; see above, note 6, ap¬ 
pended to the text.—T b.] ; and ol ’I ov&aloi, as the 
antithesis to rives eg avruv, ver. 4, shows that the 
believers constituted an exception, and consisted 
of an inconsiderable minority. ZipA&ravref, which 
is, undoubtedly, a spurious reading, is intended 
to state, in accordance with the analogy in ch. 
xiii. 45, the feeling or motive which influenced 
them in their actions. The unbelieving Jews 
excited a persecution against the messengers of 
the faith, after having first gained over certain 
unprincipled and venal idlers and loungers about 
the market. (’Ayopalos frequently occurs in 
classic Greek.^. [“Such men as Aristophanes 
calls Tovtfpbs wag hyopas ; Demosthenes, irepirpifipn 
kyopac; Xenophon, rbv ayopaiov b%%ov; Plutarch, 
ayopabvg nal dwapkvovq bx^ov awayayelv; see 
many other instanoes in Wetstein, who mentions 
the modern * canaille* (canalicolm). Cicero calls 
them ‘subrostrani ;* Plautus, ‘‘subbasilioani.’ 
(AIT.).—Tb.]. With the aid of these men, the 
unbelieving Jews raised a mob: and now these 
threatening masses collected before the house of 
one Jason, where the missionaries lodged. We 
possess no other information respecting Jason. 
We learn from the narrative before us that he 
resided in Thessalonica, that he had connected 
himself with the Christian congregation which 
had recently been formed in that city, and that 
he was the host of Paul and his two oompanions. 
It cannot now be determined whether he was a 
Jew by birth, and changed his Hebrew name 
Joshua or Jesus, into the Greek form Jason 
(Ewald) [after the example of the brother of the 
nigh priest Onias III. (2 Maco. iv. 7, and Joseph. 
xii. 5. 1.), which is not probable;—T b.], or 
whether he was originally a Greek. The mob 
which assembled before his house, intended to 
seixe the two strangers, and bring them out to 
the people (aryaryeTv els r. dfjpav), that is, to aban¬ 
don them to the passions of the excited multi- 
tod e. 

Vkb. 6-9. a. And when they found them 
not —As the principal persons had withdrawn 
from the house which was threatened, (perhaps 
in. consequence of a timely warning), the Jews 
seised, in their place, the host himself, together 
with some other Christians, and dragged them 
before the magistrates of the city. (It is a re¬ 
markable circumstance that the somewhat rare 
word woTurdpxvSt which occurs here, is found in 
a Greek inscription referring to Thessalonica; see 
Bokckh: Inscript. II. p. 62, No. 1967). [The 
marble arch on which the inscription is engraved, 


may have existed at the time of Paul’s visit to 
Macedonia; a copy will be found in Conyb. and 
H. I. 360. Thessalonica, as an urbs libera, was 
self-governed, and its supreme magistrates were 
termed politarchs. —Tb.]. The Jews aocused Ja¬ 
son and his friends, amid violent and passionate 
outcries, of having created political disturbances, 
and already thrown the whole world into confu¬ 
sion. The exaggeration involved in the term rift 
obcovfihrrv, corresponds precisely to t the excited 
feeling that prompted it. The words oirrot irdvres 
are intended to make all the Christians indiscri¬ 
minately, the absent leaders, and these adherents, 
accountable for a violation of positive enactments 
of the emperor, namely, for acknowledging ano¬ 
ther, that is, Jesus, as king. The dbypara 
K alaapos are those edicts which defined the pe¬ 
nalties of high treason. (Meyer). B aoikebs is 
here a generic* term, comprehending both the 
imperial majesty, and also the royal dignity of 
the Messiah. [“The Greeks applied this term 
to the emperor, though the Homans never styled 
him rex.” (Hackett).—T b.] 
b. These that have turned the world 
upside down. —These charges produced their 
intended effect; both the people and the magis¬ 
trates began to entertain serious apprehensions 
[lest political tumults should attract the ven¬ 
geance of the Roman authorities. (Conyb. eto. I. 
356.)—Tb.]. Hence, the magistrates took secu¬ 
rity of Jason and the other Christians, before 
they released them. T b Ucavdv , like the Latin 
satisdatio, satis accipere , was the technical term 
applied in law to any security, whether it con¬ 
sisted of a sum of money deposited ip. court, or 
of personal bail; the former is, without doubt, 
the meaning in the present case. The conjecture 
of Chrysostom that Jason himself became surety 
is refuted by the words air&voav airrobs•—For 
what, however, were Jason and the others re¬ 
quired to give security? They were, doubtless, 
compelled to pledge themselves that they would 
not attempt to carry out any treasonable plans, 
but it is scarcely probable that Jason bound him¬ 
self to refhse his hospitality thenceforward to 
Paul and his associates. For the motive which 
led to the immediate removal of Paul and Silas, 
seems to have been furnished solely by suspicions 
respecting their opponents, who, as it was appre¬ 
hended, might adopt further hostile measures 
against the missionaries. Timotheus, who is not 
mentioned in ver. 10, (comp. ver. 14), probably 
remained at Thessalonica, and, at a somewhat 
later period, repaired to Berea. 

Vkb. 10-12. Berea [Btpoia, Beroea] belonged 
to the third district of Macedonia, of which Pella 
was the capital; it was situated on the southern 
extremity of the province, [about 46 miles] south¬ 
east of Thessalonica. The reception whioh the 
numerous Jews of this place gave to the preach¬ 
ers of the Gospel, was very different from that 
which the latter had found at Thessalonica. The 
resident Jews were evyevkorepot than those of the 
latter city, that is, entertained nobler sentiments; 
the sense is, not generosiores as to their descent, 
but magis ingenuL This fact they demonstrated 
as well by their unconditional willingness (iraaa 
7 T po&v/ila) to receive the Gospel, as by the earn¬ 
estness and perseverance of their seal in daily 
(rb /cod’ tj/pipav, oomp. Luke xix. 47) searching 
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the Scriptures, whether those things were 
so (owrwf, as they were represented to them). 
The result (obv) was, that many of the Jews be¬ 
came believers (iroAAol kf abrav, and not, as in 
Thessalonica, ver. 4, only rtvec if airr€»v) ; and, 
besides, many proselytes, men and women of a 
high position, were converted. [* <r E Xbjvlduv is 
constructed with ywaucuv, but, at the same time, 
refers also to hvdpcnr, see Matthim \ 441/' (Mey¬ 
er).—T b.]. (Ew jxfiftw, as in ch. xiii. to, is 
here again to be taken, not according to the 
classical usage, in a moral, but in a social sense, 
precisely like the English word “respectable.”). 

Vie. 18-16. But when the Jews. —The 
Jews of Thessalonica attempted to interfere with 
the work also in Berea (k^kcI <mAtvovrer, u «., 
here, too, as in Thessalonica, exciting the multi¬ 
tude, rot* bx^ovq, the populace—designedly, not 
rbv dijfiov .). The Christians, in order to prevent 
an outbreak, at once sent Paul away, whilst Silas 
and Timotheus (who had, in the mean time, joined 
them, ver. 10, 14), remained for the present in 
Berea. 'Qq, in the phrase uq kirl r^v daA., is not 
intended to indicate a feint, as if Paul had only 
seemed to proceed to the sea [in order to elude 
pursuit], (Bengel; Neander), for he did really 
go by sea. If he had not taken that route, some 
mention would unquestionably have been made 
of the road which he took, and the cities which 
he visited. The word £?, therefore, simply ex¬ 
presses his purpose, u km r. daA., to proceed 
in the direction of the sea. [“Erasmus correctly 
remarks: Probability cst eum navigaue - - quia 
nulla fit mentio corum, qux Paulus in itinerc gesscrit, 
cui fuermt t<M civitates peragrandm. There is no¬ 
thing in the subsequent narrative which neces¬ 
sarily implies that Paul travelled to Athens 
by land" (Meyer). This view Winer adopts, 
Oram . AT. T. { 66. 9.—See note 7, appended to 
the text, above.—T e.]. K a&urr6vetv means to 
transfer or conduct any one elsewhere; kfytoav, 
they departed from Athens. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. When Paul set forth the truth to the Israel¬ 
ites, he invariably took the Holy Scriptures as 
the foundation of his remarks. “ It is written ”, 
is the principle whioh, like the Redeemer Him¬ 
self, the apostle adopted. The method which 
the latter pursued, is here exhibited with more 
distinctness, than on any other occasion. He 
begins with the Messiah of the old covenant, the 
prophecies and types, and proves that the Mes¬ 
siah is, essentially, one who suffers, but also one 
who necessarily rises again. It was his first ob¬ 
ject to convey a knowledge of the prophetic word 
in its true and natural connection, or, simply, to 
unfold theChristology of the old covenant. This 
part was, preeminently, a iiavoiyttv. But, sec¬ 
ondly, Paul makes the following declaration: 
“Jesus of Nazareth, whom I preach, is the Mes¬ 
siah**; he was crucified, and is risen again; the 
true conception of the Anointed of God, and the 
facts connected with his manifestation, concur in 
Jesus, and in Him alone. This is iraparl^ardcu. 

2. The conviction which was produced in many 
hearers, and their entrance into an intimate com¬ 
munion of faith and life with Paul and Silas, 


were not human works wrought by th^ latter, 
but were the work of God; the passive verb, 
npoqeKhtp6&rfaav, incontrovertibly refers to God 
as essentially the Author of alL It may be add¬ 
ed that the leading thought involved in this 
word, is that which is expressed by icAfpof. The 
phrase: “associated with Paul and Silas by lot ”, 
cannot possibly mean: “assigned to them at 
their lot, as the portion, property, and gain, of 
the two men ;** such a conception derives support 
from no source ^whatever. On the other hand, 
the term may possibly include the thought that 
the lines had fallen in pleasant places [Pa xvi 
6] to the new converts themselves, and that by 
being associated with Paul and Silas, God him¬ 
self had become their portion, and his grace their 
lot. .(Comp. Ps. xvL 6, 6.1. 

8. The experiences of tne messengers of Jesus 
Christ in PhiHppi, were repeated in Thessaloni- 
ca, where they were suspected of having caused 
political disturbances, and were subjected to the 
charge of high treason. On both occasions the 
whole power of the Roman empire appears as a 
barrier to Christianity, resisting it in its effort 
to conquer the world. The two cases differ in 
the following points: 1. In Philippi, publio usage 
and the general habits of a Roman colonial city 
are represented as circumstances which forbid 
the introduction of new customs; in Thessalonica, 
on the other hand, the majesty of the emperor, 
and the imperial legislation, are represented as 
adverse to Christianity. 2. In Thessalonica, the 
Person of Jesus is opposed to that of the empe¬ 
ror ; the proclamation of the kingdom of Jesus, as 
the Messiah, is represented as a crime and as 
treason against the emperor; this course was 
not pursued in Philippi. It is possible that the 
statements of Paul (ver. 8), which prominently 
set forth the true conception of the Messiah, and 
the Davldio royalty of Jesus, may have been so 
misinterpreted as to sanction these suspicions. 
8. Another difference may be found in the cir¬ 
cumstance that, at PhiHppi, the poHtical accusa¬ 
tion proceeded exclusively from a heathen source, 
whereas, in Thessalonica, it was prompted by the 
Jews; the latter, accordingly, espoused the inter¬ 
ests of Rome and the emperor with dishonest in¬ 
tentions, or merely for the purpose of being fur¬ 
nished with a weapon against the Gospel. But, by 
adopting this plan, they denied the Messianic hope 
of Israel, and renounced Him, who is, nevertheless, 
their King and our own: “we will not have this 
man to reign over us** [Lu. xix. 14]. The whole 
procedure Is a type of those hostile movements, 
the object of which has been to expose Christi¬ 
anity to the suspicion of being a source of priHL 
cal offences, and whioh have often injured the 
cause of the Gospel; Christianity has been uni¬ 
formly represented, in such cases, as a kingdom 
of this world, and poHtical and religious aspects 
have been confounded—an old stratagem of the 
enemies of Christ. 

4. Christian nobiHty of soul (eirycvbnpoi) con¬ 
sists in a sincere willingness of mind to receive 
the word of God, and in an unfeigned and earn¬ 
est loVe of the truth. It exhibits the two fea¬ 
tures, first, of adaptedness to receive, and, sec¬ 
ondly, of voluntary action (Hk^avro —dwuphwrtf) 
—humble submission, and indepeadeai inquiry. 
True faith is not tike the “coltier*s frith**—it is 
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lot i blind credulity—it does not dispense with 
reason, evidence, and argument. It is, on the 
oontrary, praiseworthy—it is a Christian virtue 
—to prove all things with sincerity and earqest- 
ness, to investigate, to institute a thorough 
Search. And the authority of a teaoher and pas¬ 
tor should never prevail to such an extent, that 
the hearer is expected to dispense with a perso¬ 
nal search, and with personal convictions of his 
ovp conscience, as soon as the former has spo¬ 
ken. In the present case, it «was an apostle 
who taught; nevertheless, the people of Berea 
did not blindly accept his words, but first searched 
whether his statements were correct—whether 
he taught the truth. And they are not censured 
for having adopted this course, but are, on the 
contrary, commended for the noble spirit whioh 
animated them. This is liberty of conscience— 
the evangelical method of searching the Script¬ 
ures—the exercise of the oommon priesthood of 
believers. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 1. Came to Theualonioa.—Paul 
himself remarks (1 Thess. ii. 2), that although 
he had been shamefully entreated at Philippi, he 
had, nevertheless, been “bold in his God”, when 
he came to Thessalonica. It is in such a frame 
of mind that a servant of God should proceed 
from one work to another, from one trial to an¬ 
other, from one victory to another. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 2. Three sabbath days reasoned 
with them oat of the Scriptures.— Paul al¬ 
ways began the preaching of the Gospel, by 
taking the Scriptures as the basis; his apostoli¬ 
cal character did not free him from the control 
of the latter. He had already borne witness on 
many occasions by miracles and powers; never¬ 
theless, he held fast to the Scriptures, and drew 
his testimony concerning Jesus from the pro¬ 
phets. May the Lord closely connect, in our 
day, the heart and mouth of every witness with 
the Scriptures. Every departure from the lat¬ 
ter, inflicts an irreparable injury on the doctrine 
or Christian walk. (Ap. Past.).—For three whole 
sabbath days he discoursed with them, unwea- 
riedly enduring their contradictions. The fact 
here stated, may seem to be of comparatively lit¬ 
tle importance; but the pain which the apostle 
suffered during those thfbe days, was greater 
than that whioh the scourging at Philippi in¬ 
flicted. The Jewish schools, were schools of pa¬ 
tience to him. (Besser). 

Ver. 8 . That Christ must needs have 
suffered, and risen again. —Paul had no other 
theme than that of the crucifixion and the resur¬ 
rection of Jesus; and now, after the lapse of so 
many centuries, we can find no subject that is 
more important and profitable than that of the 
sufferings and resurrection of Jesus. Still, when 
a subject that is so comprehensive, occupies us, 
we need wisdom in selecting precisely those 
points which are of most importance to our hear¬ 
ers. In the o&se of the Jews, the most important 
point was the necessity of the personal sufferings 
of the Messiah, (Ap. Past.]. 

Ver. 4. And some of them believed.— 
The blessing which attends even the best teach¬ 
ers, is gradually developed. At first, a single 


hearer, then several, then many, are reached; 
compulsion oannot be applied. (Ap. Past).— And 
of the chief women not a few. —Grace does 
not give the preference to persons in high sta¬ 
tion, but neither does it repel them, 1 Cor. i. 26- 
28. (Starke). 

Ver. 6/ Took unto them certain lewd 
fellows of the baser sort. —The world makes 
use even of the low populace in executing its 
plans. When those who belong to the popn- 
laoe accept the Gospel, they are treated with 
scorn, and the saying is repeated: 4 It is only the 
ignorant multitude that follows Him' (John vii.- 
47-49). But when the world is successful in 
stirring up the populace Against the Gospel, and 
in silencing the voice of truth by load outcries, 
that populace is found to be an appropriate in¬ 
strument. (Rieger). 

Vir. 6. These that have turned the world 
npside down. —How greatly the world fears 
the kingdom of God! How it dreads lest its own 
works, which are of clay, should be overthrown! 
It has vast numbers of supporters, and yet, when 
ten Christians assemble together, it is disquieted 
by the fear that they will inflict an injury upon 
it (Rieger).—The apostles did, indeed, arouse 
the whole world; but their object was, not re¬ 
bellion, but conversion—not destruction, but sal¬ 
vation. (Starke).—Although these bitter enemies 
endeavored to ruin the apostles by the foulest 
calumnies, their fury nevertheless impels them 
to bear honorable witness to the extension and 
power of the Gospel. Blessed are those wit¬ 
nesses of Jesus, whose preaching is followed by 
a powerful awakening and a salutary disquie¬ 
tude. (Ap. Past.).— Christ edme not to tend peace , 
but a sword [Matt. x. 3411 I. The Gospel, un¬ 
questionably, creates a disturbance: (a) inter¬ 
nally, in the heart (Rom. oh. vii.); (6) externally, 
in the social relations of men (Matt x. 34). II. 
But this disturbance alone can produce true 
peace: (a) peace in the heart; (b) peace in the 
world.— The words: i These are the men that have 
tnmed the world upsied down? comprehend a well- 
founded complaint against the apostles, and, at the 
same time, an honorable testimony in their favor: I. 
A well founded complaint; for the whole inter¬ 
nal and external world is transformed by the 
Gospel—the heart and the oonduet; the family 
and the state; art and science. II. An honora¬ 
ble testimony; for it is their aim, in all these 
departments, not to subvert and destroy, but to 
regenerate and glorify.— The appearance of Chris¬ 
tianity , the greatest, but also the most righteous , re¬ 
volution recorded in the history of the world: I. The 
greatest, (a) in view of its extent (embracing the 
whole world in its plan); ( b ) in view of its depth 
(its proper field is the human mind). II. The 
most righteous, (a) on account of its aim (the 
salvation of the world); (6) on aooonnt of the 
means which* it employs (the weapons of the 
Spirit).— ‘It is a little while, and I will shake the 
heavens , and the earth , and the sea, and the dry land!* 
This ancient prediction of the shaking of the world 
(Hagg. ii. 7; Hebr. xiL 26; eomp. the 44 twilight 
of the gods”, in the Northern mythology) is veri¬ 
fied in Christianity: I. Internally, (the hearts of 
men are shaken); II. Historically, (the world 
is transformed); III. Esohatologioally, (the re¬ 
newing of the heaven and the earth.) 
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THE ACTS OP THE APOSTLES. 


Ver. 7. Baying that there is another 
king, one Jeans. —To confound the status po¬ 
litico with the cause of Jesus, and hinder the 
progress of his kingdom by arousing the jealousy 
of the civil government, is an old stratagem of 
the enemies of Christ. (Ap. Past.).—It is true 
that faithful teachers do preach another King, 
but it is He who rules only by humility and the 
cross. By Him the kings of the earth reign, and 
He makes kings of all His true servants—in 
heaven. Rev. i. 5, 6. (Quesnel). 

Ver. 9. And when they had taken secu¬ 
rity of Jason. —What a warm friend the Gos¬ 
pel had won for Paul in Jason, in the course of a 
few days! (Williger).—It is a noble act to be¬ 
come surety for persecuted Christians, for the 
whole world is ashamed of them. (Gossner). 

(——On ver. 1-9).— Paul in Thcssaloniea : 
L His labors, ver. 1—4; II. Their close, ver. 
6-9. (Lisco).— Evangelical preaching: I. Its 
matter is at all times the same—founded on the 
Scriptures, culminating ixt the Person of Je¬ 
sus. II. Its result is at all times the same— 
favorable in individual cases, unfavorable in 
most cases, (id.).— The enemies of the Gospel cons 
dcmning themselves: I. They are compelled to per¬ 
vert the truth, before they can complain of it 
(representing ChriBt and the apostles as insur¬ 
gents); II. They commit precisely the sin of 
which they accuse the disciples (creating distur¬ 
bances). (id).— Paul and Jason, models for guests 
and hosts: I. The dangerous, and yet beloved 
guests; II. The endangered, and yet blessed 
host, Hebr. xiii. 2. 

Ver. 10. Who coming thither, went in¬ 
to the synagogue. —The flight of a servant of 
God, is merely a change of place, but not of his 
work, of his mind, of his seal, or of his love for 
the cross. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 11. And searched the scriptures 
daily, whether those things were so.— The 
Holy Scriptures are the true touchstone by which 
points of faith are to be tested, and the true and 
exclusive rule by which we are to be governed. 
(Starke).—Pearls may be found in the deep wa¬ 
ters of the Scriptures; mav God send us addi¬ 
tional divers, who can find them! (id.).—Thou 
dost not accept a coin, 0 man, without exam¬ 
ining it; why then shouldst thou lightly accept 
a creed, which, if false, will hereafter inflict an 
irreparable loss on thee ?—That man has a truly 
“noble” mind, whose faith is founded, not on 
man, but on the word of God. (8tarke).—Hence 
the apostles did not expect that men should be 
converted without light; they did not demand 
“the collier’s faith”; they encouraged, instead 
of forbidding, their hearers to examine their doc¬ 
trine, and compare it with the Scriptures. (Ap. 
Past.).—The genuine spirit of inquiry is, in ge¬ 
neral, allied to the GospeL Serious inquirers are 


not easily induced to pronounce a rash judgment 
respecting the word of God. They refrain, at 
least, from making those objections to the Gospel 
which a superficial mind is always ready to ad¬ 
vance. (Williger). 

Ver. 12. Women - - and men.— It may 
be that the women are mentioned before the men,* 
because, as it frequently occurs, they were the 
first who received the faith, and the men were 
influenced by them. The growth of the king¬ 
dom of God depends, indeed, on the house and 
family, in w^ich woman, unquestionably, finds 
an appropriate sphere. (Rieger, Starke, Williger). 

Ver. 18. The Jews of Thesaalonica— 
came thither also, and stirred up the peo¬ 
ple. —Believers seldom labor with as much seal 
for the truth, as the ungodly exhibit in opposing 
it; for the path of the former leads upward, and 
is difficult; that of the latter deeoends, and is 
easy. (Quesnel). 

Ver. 16. Receiving a commandment un¬ 
to Silas and Tlmotheus for to come to him 
with all speed. —Paul did not wish to be alone, 
and did not believe that he could dispense with 
the aid of others; he desired fellow-laborers, 
who might pray, testify, contend, and suffer, in 
company with himself. (Gossner). 

( - On ver. 10-16). — Christian nobility of soul 

(evycvhrrepot, ver. 11): it is revealed, I. In a 
willing and candid acceptance of the divine 
word; II. In an independent and personal appli¬ 
cation of the word and salvation of God.— Search¬ 
ing the Scriptures: it is, I. A blessed privilege; 
II. A sacred duty; III. A rare art of the evan¬ 
gelical Christian .—A genuine scriptural faith, end 
an honest searching of the Scriptures, sustain each 
other: I. A faith which condemns such searching 
is blind; IL A searching which despises the 
faith, mistakes the true way.— The several stages 
which mark the judicious use of the Scriptures: L 
A willing reception, as distinguished from levity 
and contempt, ver. 11; II. Diligent searching as 
distinguished from a blind faith, ver. 11; HL A 
living faith, as distinguished from a barren know¬ 
ledge, ver. 12. —The excitement of the people, pro¬ 
duced, respectively , by the Gospel, and by a fanatical 
spirit; (ver. 18, compared with ver. 16); I. The 
former builds up, ver. 8, 4; the latter destroys, 
ver. 18; II. The former controls noble minds, ver. 
11; the latter governs the populace, ver. 6; ID. 
The former contends with the sword of the Spirit, 
ver. 11; the latter, with carnal weapons, ver. 6.— 
[Vir. 10. The perseverance of Paul, as a preacher 
of the Gospel: I. Described; (a) no labors wea¬ 
ried him; (6) no dangers alarmed him; (el no 
failures discouraged him. II. Its source; (a) a 
living faith; (b) an ardent love; (c) well-founded 
hope. HI. Lessons taught by it; (a) to Chris¬ 
tian pastors; ffi) to anxious inquirers; (6) to ex¬ 
perienced Chnstians.—T r.J 
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XL —PAUL AT ATHENS; HIS OBSERVATIONS AND OCCASIONAL ADDRE8SE8 J HIS MISSIONARY DISCOURSE 

ON THE AREOPAGUS, AND ITS EFFECT. 

Chapter XVIL 16-84. 


16 Now [But] while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred 
[moved with indignation] in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry [city 

17 full of idols] 1 . ♦Therefore disputed he [He now discoursed, dteX. fxXv o&f] in the syna¬ 
gogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons [Jews and proselytes], and in the 

18 market [market-place] daily with them that met [fell in] with him. *Then certain 
philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoics, encountered [But some of the Epi¬ 
curean and of the Stoic philosophers entered into discourse with] him. And some 
said, What will this babbler 1 say [What may this babbler intend to say] ? other some 
[but others], He seemeth to be a setter forth fproclaimer] of strange [foreign] gods: 
Because he preached unto them [the gospel of, einjYyeXtZero] Jesus, ana the resurrec- 

19 tion. ♦And they took him, and brought him unto [the] Areopagus 8 , saying. May 
we know [Can we learn] what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest [which thou 

20 declarest 1, is? *For thou bringest certain strange things [something strange] to our ears: 
we would know therefore [we wish, therefore, to know] what these things mean [what 

21 this may be]. *([0/n. parenth. marks]. For [But] all the Athenians, and [the] 
strangers which were there [strangers in the city], spent their time in [were disposed 
to do] nothing else, but [than] either to tell or to hear some new thing [something 
new]). 

22 ♦Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill 4 [the Areopagus], and said, Ye men 
of Athens, I perceive that in all things [points] ye are too superstitious [very devout]. 

23 ♦For as I passed by [through the city], and beheld your devotions 8 [sacred objects], 
I found [also, xal] an altar with this [the] inscription, TO the [an] unknown 
ood. Whom [What] 8 therefore ye ignorantly worship [ye worship without knowing 

24 it], him [that] declare [proclaim] I unto you. ♦God that made the world and all 
things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth [therein, He 
(obro<-) dwelleth, as he is the Lord of heaven and earth,] not in temples made with 

25 hands; ♦Neither is worshipped with men's [Nor is he ministered unto by human 1 ] 
hands, as though [if] he needed any thing, seeing he [whilst he himself, aor<k] giveth 

26 to all life, and breath, and all things; *And hath made of one blood all nations of 
men for to dwell on aJl the [And hath caused that every nation of men, sprung from 
one blood, should dwell over the whole] face of the earth, and hath determined the 
times before appointed [earth, in that he hath fixed the appointed 8 times], and the 

27 bounds of their habitation [habitations]; ♦That they should [To] seek the Lord 
[God] 8 , if haply [perhaps] they might feel after [om. after] him, and find him, though 

28 he be [is] not far from every one of us: *For in him we live, and move, and have our 
being [move, and are, lafilv ]; as certain also [also some] of your own poets have said, 
For we are also his offspring [race]. ♦Forasmuch then as [As, therefore,] we are the 

29 offspring [race] of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or 
silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device [stone, unto a graven work of the art 

30 and reflection of a man]. *And the times [The times, indeed, (xkv obv] of this [om. 
this] ignorance God winked at [has. overlooked]; but now [and now] commandeth all 

31 men every where to repent: ♦Because [Inasmuch as] 10 he hath appointed [fixed] a 
day, in the which [in which] he will judge the world in righteousness by that [a} 
man whom he hath ordained [appointed]; whereof [in thatl he hath given assur¬ 
ance [offered faith] u unto all men, in that he hath raised [offered faith unto all, by 
raising] him from the dead. 

32 *And [But] when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and 

33 [but the] others said, We will hear thee again of [concerning] this matter . *So 
[And thus, xdl outu>s] Paul departed from among them [went out of the midst of 

34 them]. *Howbeit [But, d&] certain men clave [attached themselves] unto him, and 
believed: among the which [whom] was [also, xal] Dionysius the Areopagite, and a 
woman named Damaris, and others with them. 

21 
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THE ACTS OP THE APOSTLES. 


1 Ver. 16. [*«r*i3«*Ao* is rendered in the English text, in accordance with the Ynlg. (idololatrim daditam), whoOf 

S to idolatry; the margin proposes as a substitute: full of idolt, which is regarded as a more accurate version; 
ims : given to idolatry). Wahl defines the word thus : idolit rtfertm (Kara, intenamdi vim kabente). — For 9tmpav m ,ot 
roc. from D. G. II., and agreeing with airry, Lach., Tiach., and Alf. substitute 6*mpovrror (agreeing with IlaaXoa,froa 
A. B. E.; Cod. Sin. also exhibits the genitive.—T e.] 

* Ver. 18. [<nr«ppoA4yof; babbler , in the Engl, text (Tvnd., Cranmer, Genera), but bate fellow, less accurately, in the 
margin. u Babbler is (here) the very best English word.” (Alf). Wahl: nugator, i .a trifler. Bee Exso. note, be¬ 
low.—T e.] 

* Ver. 10. [Jwi rbv 'Apuov vdyov (apt* or, adj. from 'Apifc. Boa. Lex.). Areopagus In the Engl, text (Wiclif; Rheimi). The 
margin offers the following note: “Areopagus, or Mars’ Hill. It was the highest oourt in Athene." See the next note. 
Alford remarks: “There is no allusion here to the court of Areiopagus, nor should the words hare been so rendered in 
Engl. Vers., especially as the same 'Apctov wiyov below (rear. 221 is translated Mars’ Hill .**—Ta.] 

4 Ver. 22. [Hard Hill, in the Engl, text, is the rersion of rov 'KptLov wdyov. The margin furnishes the following note: 
M Mars’ Hill, or, the court of the Areopsgites.” Bee the foregoing note on ver. 10.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 23. a. [oefUauara is rendered devotion* in the Engl, text, for which the margin proposes as a substitute: gods 
that ye worship. The latter “ is more accurate, but too restricted, as the Greek word denotes every thing connected with 
their worship, not its objects merely, but its rites and implements, including temples, images, and altars.” (Alexan¬ 
der).—Ta.] 

* Ver. 23. b. 6 ro v ro is the original reading, Cod. A (original hand). B. D. [Vulg. quod —Aoc], whe reas the reeding 
%r —rovror [of text. rtc. from E. G. II.] is a correction intended to adapt the words to those which follow. [Lach.Seek, 
and Alf. adopt the neater gender.—Cod. Sin. (original) has o—rovro, which a later hand (C) changed to A r ro s ter*—'Ta] 
f Ver. 25. avipwkivwv is sustained by weighty authorities [A. B. D. Cod. 8Jn. Vulg. manibus Avnwawis], as compared 
with av0puntmv [of text. rrc. from E. G. H.—The former is adopted by Lach. Tisch. and Alf—B. G. H. read cars warn in¬ 
stead of kcu rd oarra, but recent editors reject this reading as erroneous, and are sustained by A. D. E.—Ta.] 

• Ver. 26. wpomrayfitywr is decidedly attested [by A. B. D (corrected). B. G. H. Vulg. statsda], whereas wporer. [of 
text, rtc.] is supported only by one uncial manuscript, via., D. as originally written. [Hence, the former reading is adopted 
by recent editors generally, except Born-, who prefers that of the text rsc^ which also appears in Cod. Bin.—In place of 
war rb wpdcwwor of text. rtc. from K. G. Lach. Tisch. Born, and Alf read worvAv wpoewaov, with A. B. D. Cod. Sin.— 
ohtaroc of text. rtc. from D. E. G. H. is wantiug in A. B. Cod. Sin. Vulg.; it is omitted by Lach. and Tfech^bnt not by Alf; 
Meyer regards the word as original, and believes that it was inadvertently dropped by copyists.—Tn.l 

* Ver. 27. rbr 9tov is decidedly better attested [byA. B. G. H. Cod. Sin. Vulg.] than r. xvptor [of text rtc. from E. 
Hence, Lach. Tisch. Born, and Alf adopt the former.—TE.] 

w Ver. 31. a. «a*dri should be preferred, on account of the external testimony In its favor, to Sum. [of text reel which 
was the more usual word, [xaSort, in A. B. 1). B. Cod. 8in., and adopted by Lach. Tisch. Born, and Alf; USn in G. 
H.— Tr.] 

11 Ver. 31. b. [wurnv wapaer\mv, translated given assurance In tbe Engl, text, but offered faith in the margin (Tyrol, 
Cranmer); the latter is the more literal version, and is thus explained by Alexander: M having made it (fhith) postible by 
fruruisbing the necessary evidence.”—T e.] 


EXEQETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 16,17. a. Now while Paul waited.— 
Haring the first part of this second missionary 
journey of the apostle, we find him in Asia, or, 
specially, in Asia Minor; the second and third 
parts already exhibit him on European soil. The 
second part embraced Macedonia — Philippi, 
Thessalonica and Berea; the third, which now 
commences, refers exclusively to Greece (which, 
at that period, was called Achaia), and embraces, 
indeed, simply the two principal cities of Athens 
and Corinth. Paul waited in the former until 
Bilas and Timotheus, for whom he had sent, ver. 
16, should join him. Although Luke does not 
again mention them until they meet with Paul in 
Corinth, ch. xviii. 6, we are authorized by tbe 
statement in 1 These, ii. 17—iii. 2, to assume, 
that Timotheus soon afterwards joined the apos¬ 
tle in Athens, and then received certain commis¬ 
sions which required him to return to Thessalo- 
nica. Luke had, in the mean time, remained in 
Philippi, and this oiroumstanoe explains his 
silence respecting the arrival of Timotheus at 
Athens, etc. 

b . His spirit was stirred in him [his spirit 
was moved with indignation], napo^bvero r. irv. y 
his spirit was filled with indignation, suffered a 
moral shock [comp. 1 Cor. xiii. 6, and 6 brj/toc — 
Lpyttrdrj ml nap(j^inr&q y Dcm. mrb M eidiov. p. 614. 
(Mey.).— Til] ; the imperfect indicates an abiding 
fctnte of mind, and not merely a sudden and tran¬ 
sient emotion [see Exeq. note, ch. viii. 16-17 
ult.— Tr.]. He had, namely, observed, after 
spending some time in the city, and carefully 
surveying it (&eopetv f not simply hfeZv), that it 
was full of images of the gods. (K areidoXoc, a 
word not found elsewhere, but accurately formed, 
according to the analogy of other compounds, is 
not used in a subjective sense, as if it were equi¬ 


valent to idoli* dedila , but in an objective sense, 
viz., idolit abundant; compare mrddevdpoc, arbo- 
ribut plenus; mrdune}uoq y vilibut abundant). Nu¬ 
merous Greek and Roman writers add their tes¬ 
timony that this characteristic feature distin¬ 
guished Athens among all the Hellenic cities; 
thus, Xenophon describes that city as ohj (k>p6 r, 
b?j} dvpa &£oi£ ml avddqpa, de Rep. Ath. y and Liry 
remarks: Athenat—multa visenda habentes —«»*- 
laera Deorum hominumque omnigenere et matcriaeet 
artium insignia. XLV. 27.—The indignation of the 
apostle, and his desire to expose such, heathen¬ 
ish errors (o&v), induced him to enter into 
conversation both with Jews tod proselytes in 
the synagogue, and with persons of every other 
class whom he encountered in the market-place; 
the truths of religion were the subjects of his 
didteyeodau Such opportunities the market¬ 
place daily (tcara rraoav tfpipav) furnished; as 
tbe same remark is not made with regard to the 
synagogue, it follows that the latter afforded such 
opportunities only on tbe sabbath-day.—The ex¬ 
pression ayopa, seems to imply that the city 
possessed only one market-plaoe; this fact was 
long doubted, and the conjecture was generally 
adopted that Paul’s conversations were held in a 
place called Eretria [Potter’s Antiq. of Greece L 
48. Edinb. 1832.— Tr.]. The usual explanation 
of this name, however, is erroneous, and, in gen¬ 
eral, those who have more recently furnished 
us with topographical aocounts of Athens, are 
convinced that this city never contained more 
than one market-plaoe [forum, agora], and thus 
the accuracy and fidelity of the narrative before 
us are established even with regard to a point of 
apparently little importanoe (t) aryopd). [For a 
very full description of this Agora y see Congb. 
and H. £ 879. ff.— Tr.] 

Ver. 18. Then certain philosophers.—It 
was doubtless on the occasions when such con¬ 
versations were held in public places, that some 
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philosophers, who belonged partly to the Epi¬ 
curean, and partly to the Stoic sohool, came 
in contact with Paul. (Evp/MbAo signifies in ch. 
iv. 15 simply to confer together in a friendly man¬ 
ner; the word does not necessarily indicate a 
debate or a contest). [“The Epicurean philoso¬ 
phy was antagonistic to the Gospel as holding 
the atomic theory in opposition to the creation 
of matter,—the disconnection of the divinity from 
the world andits affairs, in opposition to the idea 
of a ruling providence,—and the indissoluble 
union and annihilation together, of soul and 
body, as opposed to the hope of eternal life, and 
indeed to all spiritual religion whatever. The 
Epicureans were the materialists of the ancient 
world, etc.—While the philosophy of the Stoics 
approached the truth in holding one supreme 
Governor of all, it contravened the latter, in its 
pantheistic belief that all souls were emanations 
of Him. In spirit it was directly opposed to the 
Gospel,—holding the independence of man on 
any being but himself, together with the subjec¬ 
tion of God and man alike to the stern laws of 
an inevitable fate, etc.” (Alford).—T r.]. In 

consequence of these conversations, the Athe¬ 
nians were divided in their opinions. Some looked 
with contempt on Paul, as a vain babbler, who 
could say nothing that merited attention; (onepfio- 
hfyof originally signified a rook or crow [ Aristoph. 
Av. 282, 579], and was applied to any one who 
prated in an inflated or pompous manner.—The 
question: rl hv—iHloi 2iyerv, primarily signifies: 
‘We do not clearly understand what he means to 
say;* the interrogator, however, virtually ex¬ 
presses a disparaging judgment). Others were, 
at least, disposed to seek for more information, 
as Paul appeared to them to proclaim foreign 
divinities (stva daifidvia; similar language was 
employed when Socrates was accused: Katva 
6aifi6via elq&yct). This opinion was suggested, as 
Luke explains, by the circumstance that Paul 
preached the Gospel concerning Jesus and the 
resurrection of the dead.—It is not probable that 
the Athenians supposed that &vdoraoic [“ resur¬ 
rection”] was the name of a goddess or heroine 
(Chrysostom, Baur, B&umgarten); Luke appears, 
on the contrary, to have mentioned the resurrec¬ 
tion in immediate connection with the Person of 
Jesus, solely for the reason that this subject most 
of all surprised the Hellenic philosophers, as a 
novel or strange (£&**) conception. 

Ver. 19-21. Tne people whose interest and 
curiosity had been aroused by the language of 
the apostle, conducted him (br&afMfievot airrov , 
Uniter prehensum, Grotius [comp. ix. 27]) to the 
Areopagus, that is, the hill of Ares [Mars—so 
called from the legendary trial of Mars, Pautan. 
I. 28. 6 —Tr.], north of the western extremity 
of the Acropolis, on which spot the supreme 
court of the republio usually held its sittings. 
But that Paul was not subjected to a formal trial 
before the court of the Areopagites, and that his 
discourse was not a judicial defence (as Adami, 
a divine of the Netherlands, Oheerv . 1710, con¬ 
jectured, and as Baur and Zeller have recently 
asserted), will appear from the following consid¬ 
erations: first, the whole context, which leads to 
an opposite conclusion, specially, the courteous 
question in ver. 19, and the wish expressed in 
ver. 20; secondly, the explanatory remark of the 


narrator in ver. 21, according to which it was 
simply curiosity, and neither fanaticism nor in¬ 
tolerance that occasioned the scene which fol¬ 
lowed ; thirdly, the whole tone of the discourse, 
which nowhere assumes the character of a de¬ 
fence or apology; and, lastly, the scene at the 
close, when Paul departs without molestation, 
and not the slightest trace of a judicial process 
is exhibited.—The request addressed to Paul, 
viz., that he should explain himself more folly, 
ver. 19, is exceedingly polite, and marked by 
Attic courtesy (6w6pe$a yvtwai ); still, it is some¬ 
what ironical, as the speakers undoubtedly be¬ 
lieve that they already understand the subject, 
and are convinced that Paul can teach them no¬ 
thing which they do not already know; and the 
expression in ver. 20, fcvt£(WT& rnxx, certain 
strange things, i. something strange or 
foreign , is tinged with that Hellenic arrogance 
with which barbarian* [persons not Greeks by 
language or nation f Ao6.)] were surveyed. Luke 
adds by way of explanation, ver. 21, that all the 
Athenians, both foreigners who resided in the 
city, and natiyes, found no occupation more 
pleasant than that of reporting or hearing of 
some new thing {evtcalpow, vacabant y for which 
they always had time). Bengel explains the 
comparative Katv&repov with great felicity, in the 
following terms: ‘nova statim eordebant, noviora 
quaerebantur.’ The people not only derived 
pleasure from such reports, but also sought for 
honor and distinction by communicating their 
own reports of new things (teyetv, dicoOeiv). The 
imperfect evKalpow describes a characteristic fea¬ 
ture of the people at the time when the occur¬ 
rence took plaoe, without, however, implying that 
the remark was also applicable to a later period. 
[“De Atheniensium garrulitate, et curioeitate 

nimia, sen studio novitatis intempestivo-plu- 

res scriptorum veterum loci loquuntur. - -,Conf. 
Wolfiusin Curis, et Wetsteniu* ad h. L” (Kuinoel). 
—Tr.] 

Vkr. 22. a. As the request is so plainly ad¬ 
dressed to the apostle, he does not hesitate to rise 
before the most intelligent audience which the 
heathen world could furnish, even if the request 
did not proceed from a sincere love of the truth, 
and was, moreover, pronounced in an ironical 
tone of voice; he was conscious that he had re¬ 
ceived a call (ix. 15) to “bear the name of Je¬ 
sus before the Gentiles.” With all the confidenee 
of faith he takes a position (ara&elf) in the mid¬ 
dle of the plateau on the hill, which was about 
[fifty or] sixty feet high. [i. above the valley 
separating it from the Acropolis. (Robinson).— 
Tr.]. He saw before him the Acropolis, whioh 
rose above him, and was adorned with numerous 
works of art; beneath the spot on which he 
stood, was the magnificent temple of Theseus; 
around him were numerous temples, altars, and 
images of the gods. Compare Robinson’s Re¬ 
searches, etc., Vol. I. p. 10, 11. [American edi¬ 
tion]. t 

b. He begins by saying in gentle terms, well 
suited to make a favorable impression, and indi¬ 
cating his wish to recognize with candor every 
favorable ciroumstanoe, that the observations 
which he had made (deup&), enabled him to bear 
witness that the Athenians were indeed, in every 
respect, a God-fearing people. 'Q? before deictd., 
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imports: *1 recognize yon as such—such ye ap- 

S ear to me to be.* The word faundaifiuv is un- 
oubtedly sometimes found in the classio writers 
in an unfavorable sense, viz., superstitious; it is 
bare taken in such a sense by the Vulgate, by 
Erasmus, Luther, and others. It is, however, a vox 
media % and not unfrequently conveys the idea of 

f enuine fear of God. [Kuinoel says: ‘Vocabulum 
cioid .—duplici sensu adhiberi solet—bono sensu 
—malo sensu—he furnishes the most important 
references in each case.—T r.]. The word is, 
without doubt* to be understood here in a good 
sense, although it appears to have been inten¬ 
tionally chosen, in order to indicate, in a mild 
manner, the conception of fear \6ii6u\ which 

E redominated in the religion of the apostle’s 
earers, and which ultimately led to superstition. 
The comparative deuji6aipove<rrlpovq does not in¬ 
clude the collateral idea of excess; the apostle 
simply compares the Athenians with other Greeks 
[»'. «., “more devout than others are, soil. &XXuv.” 
(Wiser: J 86. 4)—Tb.]; he does not intend to 
flatter, but only states a fact which was admitted 
bv the ancients. Isocrates speaks of the Athe¬ 
nians as roi»f npdg rd tuv deuv evaepiarara 6 loku- 
Similar testimony is borne by Sophocles, 
Xenophon, and, lastly, Josephus; see the 
passages in Wetstein, II. 562 f. [Alf. translates 
otioiS.: carrying your religious reverence very far; 
Conyb. and H.: all things—bear witness to your 
carefulness m religion, ; Hackett: more religious 
(scU . than others); Alexander: god-fearing (or 
more exactly demon-fearing. —Tr.]. T&p, in ver. 
28, implies that the opinion expressed by the 
apostle in ver. 22 respecting the eminently god¬ 
fearing spirit of the Athenians, was founded on 
his own observations, since, in addition to other 
sacred objects (dedicated to gods whose names 
are known), he had noticed an altar dedicated to 
an unknown God. 'Lipaopa is equivalent to res 
saoray or, quod religionis causa homines venerantur ; 
henoe it comprehends sacred places, groves and 
temples, altars, statues, etc. ’A vadcupo means: 
to survey several objects m succession. 

Vmr. 28-25. a. An altar with thin inscrip¬ 
tion: “To the [an] unknown Ood.” —It 
was supposed at an early period of the Christian 
Church, (and the remark has since been fre¬ 
quently repeated), that Paul took the liberty of 
employing the singular number, while the in¬ 
scription was expressed in the plural. Thus 
Jerome remarks on Tit. i. 12: ‘Inscriptio autem 
arae non ita erat, ut Paulus asseruit: “Ignoto 
Deo,” sed ita: “Diis Asiae et Europae et Afri- 
cae, Diis ignotis et peregrinis.” Verum quia 
Paulus non pluribus Diis ignotis indigebat, sed 
uno tan turn ignoto Deo, singulari verbo usus est.’ 
—While this church father assumes that the apostle 
here exhibits an instance of rhetorical license, 
the change in the number has, in more recent, 
times, been ascribed to the historian: the singular, 
it has been said, is unhistorical; the inscription 
could not possibly have been otherwise expressed 
than in the plural, viz., hyvborois beds (Baub. 
Paulus , p. 176 ff). But why should the singular 
be deemed impossible? It is true that if the ar¬ 
ticle had been prefixed to hyv. tfcy, it would not 
be conceivable that such an inscription should 
appear on an altar in Athens. But why should 
it be impossible that an altar should be dedicated 


“ to an unknown God ” ? Pausanias (Attic. L 1.) 
says that there were in Athens Pupal druv tup 
bvopa^opkvuv hyvCxmjv ko2 Jjp&uv, and Philostratus 
( Vita Apollon. VI. 2) remarks that it was pru- 
aent to speak well of all the gods, especially in 
Athens, ov koX &yv&aruv tteuv pupoi lipwrau These 
two statements may undoubtedly be so under¬ 
stood, as if each of the altars mentioned, had 
been dedicated “to unknown gods” (plur.); still, 
they may also, and, indeed, with greater proba¬ 
bility, be understood to mean that each one bad 
been dedicated “to an unknown god”, and bore 
this inscription. Altars with this inscription 
seem, indeed, to have been erected in Athens in 
several different places. Various opinions re¬ 
specting the origin and purpose of such altars, 
have been entertained, which as they are all 
founded on mere conjectures, we forbear to no¬ 
tice. [See de Wette, Meyer, etc., ad. loe .— 
Tr.] 

b. After these remarks, the apostle, in order 
to convince his hearers that he was not discuss¬ 
ing a subject which was absolutely new to them, 
proceeds to state the theme of his discourse: 
“What ye accordingly (obv) worship devoutly, 
without knowing it, 1 proclaim unto you.” [8ee 
note 0 above, appended to the text,—T r.]. The 
object of their worship (cvfft/3rtre, religiose ootids) 
is intentionally designated by the neuter, b— 
Toirroy in an abstract and indefinite manner, cor¬ 
responding to ayvooinrreg; when the apostle sub¬ 
sequently makes a positive statement* he intro¬ 
duces concrete and personal terms: 6 drif l 
Trotfaacy etc.—The Athenians expected to hear 
something that was altogether new and strange 
(ver. 18, ZHhjv data. KarayyeXcbf; ver. 20, £cvi- 
Covrd nva eltflpeic); but Paul appeals to their 
own consciousness, and founds his remarks on 
the statement involved in the inscription on the 
altar; his meaning is the following: ignotum , non 
tamen peregrinum, prsedico vobia. 

c. He, first of all, proclaims the true God, ver. * 
24, 25, as the only God (4 dedf, etc.), and as the 
independent and absolute Creator and Lord of the 
world, who is too exalted to need any thing, such 
as a dwelling in temples, or the service of human 
hands, specially that of priests. Qeparriecp is a 
word frequently used to designate the worship of 
the gods. The expression npotfelobai is also 
happily chosen, as equivalent to rd 1%fib 
pipoc, hi 61 delo&ai irpbc rd rlXeioVy (Ulpian). 
[The pronoun rtvof, after it potfebptvos “may be 
either masculine (any one) or neuter (any thing) u 
(Alex.). “Luther (in his version! takes rnbc as 
a masculine pronoun, which aamirably suits 
both the word8 which precede, and also xdot, 
which follows.” (Meyer)—T r.]. The apostle, 
in full view of those magnificent temples, which 
were adorned with all the wonders of art, and 
which constituted the pride of the Athenians, ut¬ 
ters these words: * God does not dwell in temples 
made with hands.’ Surrounded, as Paul at the 
moment is, by numerous altars of sacrifice, he 
exclaims: 4 God is not ministered unto by human 
hands.’ The words avrdc didofcf, are intended to 
confirm the remark which he had just made, or, 
rather to expose the' delusion of the Athenians, 
and mean: 4 It is He Himself, on the contrary, 
who gives life and breath to all men rvo4 ex¬ 
presses the condition on which the continuance of 
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life depends; all that supplies the natural wants 
of man is indioated by koX rd iravra. 

Ver. 26-28. a. Paul proceeds, in the second 
place, (in connection with these fundamental 
truths concerning God) to give a correct view 
of man . [“Observe the threefold subject of the 
discourse: Theology, ver. 24, 25; Anthropology, 
ver. 26-29; Christology, ver. 80, 8L” (Mey.).— 
Tb.]. He says, in general, that mankind is one 
by virtue of the divinely appointed propagation 
from one blood. (Alpa is here used not merely 
in the scriptural sense, involving the conception 
of a connection of life and generation with the 
blood, comp. John i. 8, but also in the strict 
classical sense; the word occurs, in reference to 
generation and blood-relationship, already in 
Homer, II. £. 211; Od. ir. 800, and afterwards, 
in Sophocles, Euripides, and Aristotle.). With 
respect to the construction, ndv t&voe does not 
depend on eirobjoe as the object of the latter; 
the whole clause, on the contrary, (including 
xav b&voc as the accusative before the infinitive 
Karouceiv) is governed by eirolrjoe, in the following 
sense: instituit, ut ex uno sanguine orta omnis horn- 
inum gens — habitaret. [De Wette, who also adopts 
this view, refers to Matth. v. 82; Mark vii. 87, 
as illustrations of an accusative with the infini¬ 
tive, preceded by iroieiv. — Tb.]. —Paul here com¬ 
bats, not so much the opinion of the Athenians 
specially, who deemed themselves to be autoch¬ 
thones, as, rather, the delusion in general, which 
was fostered by the religion of nature in all its 
forms, according to which the respective origins 
of the different nations of the earth were all es¬ 
sentially distinct from one another.—The apos¬ 
tle also expresses another thought, viz., that the 
partition of mankind into nations, is to be ascribed 
to a divine appointment. God caused men—he 
says—to spread themselves over the surface of 
the earth — -boioac, etc., that is, appointing and de¬ 
termining the times and the boundaries of the 
nations. The word Kaipol refers, (as Karomelv 
which precedes, and kotolkIoq which follows, 
plainly show,) principally to the abodeB of the 
nations, that is, to the period during which a 
nation may retain possession of the territory 
which it has occupied, and to the point of time 
when it shall be dispossessed. And thus the 
statement is also made, that God controls the his¬ 
tory of all nations. 

b. After having spoken of the life of nations, 
Paul refers to the life of the individual, and, in 
the third place, sets forth the loftiest aim of man , 
vix., to seek God, with whom he is closely and in¬ 
timately connected, ver. 27, 28. According to 
the structure of the sentence, ^ijrelv still refers 
to wav av&p6wuv t i. «., to the nations—it was 
the design of the divine partition and collocation 
of the nations that they should seek rdv icbptov, 

* the Lord of heaven and earth,’ comp. ver. 24. 
Tarrelv, however, does not indicate a seeking 
merely after the knowledge of God (Meyer), but 
also after a living and essential union with Him.. 
Ei dpaye with the optative indicates that the re¬ 
sult is doubtful; the speaker implies in a delicate 
manner, that mankind, as a whole, had missed 
the mark at which they aimed. The result of 
the search, if it should be successful, would be 
the tyi'haQelv and tvpioKuv, that is, the object 
sought would be reached* and touched , and, ac¬ 


cordingly, be actually found. The apostle adds: 
‘Although ( Kairoiye ) it is not necessary to seek 
him long, since he is not far distant from every one’; 
(hence an unsuccessful search is the less excusa¬ 
ble.). T6p, in ver. 28, confirms the proposition 
which immediately precedes; it explains the 
meaning of the words: ‘he is not far from every 
one of us,’ and also assigns the reason: ‘we are, 
namely, in God , b avrip, even as we are in 
space which encompasses us, or in the atmos¬ 
phere which essentially surrounds us, and on 
which the functions of life depend.’ *Ev abrip 
does not mean through Him (Grotius; Kui- 
noel), nor does it mean: on Him , that is, re¬ 
posing on Him as on a foundation; the most ob¬ 
vious grammatical explanation at the same time 
best suits the logical connection. The three words 
Z&pev, Kivovpcda, kopb, are arranged aocordhig 
to a descending scale, when the objective relation 
of the conceptions respectively expressed by 
them is considered; when their subjective logical 
connection, on the other hand, is examined, they 
are arranged according to an ascending scale; 
that is to say, life * in itself iB more than move¬ 
ment, the latter more than mere existence; but 
there is a gradual rise in the following thoughts: 
if we were without God and entirely isolated, we 
would not live, not even move, indeed, not even 
exist (kapb). As a confirmation of his statement, 
and as fully harmonizing (d>f nal — ApfjKaotv) with 
the proposition advanced by him (b avrip — 
kapb), Paul quotes an expression used by cer¬ 
tain poets who were themselves Greeks like his 
hearers (ol nod* vpag), the sense of which is: *We, 
too, belong to At* race.’ The quotation, which 
constitutes the beginning of an hexameter, is 
taken verbatim from the poet Aratus, a native of 
Soli in Cilicia, who flourished during the third 
century before the Christian era. The follow¬ 
ing words occur at the beginning of his astro¬ 
nomical poem, entitled touvdpeva, ver. 4 f.: 

-7T dvnj 6k Aide Kexpfipe&a ndvree 

rob yap koX yboe kapb. - 

Tot) (poetical, for rovrov [Winer § 17. 1. tm*.]J 
refers in Aratus to Zeus [Jupiter], but is applied 
by Paul to the true God. Now when Paul attri¬ 
butes the same thought to several poets (revet — 
etpfiKaai ), he has probably also Cleanthes of Ly- 
cia in view, who in his Hymn. m. Jov. ver. 5, 
introduces the following words: Ik aov ydp yboc 
kapb. The apostle may have become acquainted 
with such passages, and retained them in his 
memory, without rendering it' necessary to as¬ 
sume that he had received a regular Hellenic 
education in his earlier years, or had devoted 
himself to the study of Greek literature; his ac¬ 
quaintance with the passages quoted by him may 
be the more readily explained, when we remem¬ 
ber that he was reared in Tarsus, in which city 
Greek culture prevailed, and that Aratus was a 
native of the same province to which he be¬ 
longed. 

Ver. 29. Forasmuch then. —From this po¬ 
etical saying, involving a principle which his 
hearers well knew and readily conceded, Paul 
draws an additional conclusion (oirv) against the 
worship of images , as well as against the pagan 
habit of thought (voplfatv), which sustained that 
worship. However direct and unequivocal this 
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refutation is in principle, the language employed 
if exceedingly moderate and gentle, especially in 
the introduction of the first person, owe b+e&opev, 
whereas he might have said: * It is foolish and 
senseless in you to yield to such a delusion!’ The 
inference is the following: If we are allied to 
God, if He and we are homogeneous, it must fol¬ 
low that the Deity (rb dtlov, conforming to the 
philosophical usus loquendi of the ancients), on 
the one hand, and a substance, on the other, 
which is nothing but a metal or a stone, cannot 
be homogeneous, as such a substance (the form 
of whioh is simply a work of human art) and 
man are heterogeneous.—The apostle makes this 
statement notwithstanding that, or rather, pre¬ 
cisely because, the most costly statues of the 
gods, made of silver and gold, of marble and 
ivory, the most renowned masterpieces of ancient 
art, were standing on the Acropolis and other 
places, as well as in the temples of Athens. 
Xdpaypa (from *apdoou) denotes a carved or 
sculptured work, a production of the skill and 
deliberation of a man; Mvpqovq does not, ac¬ 
cording to the usus loquendi, mean the detire or 
motive proceeding from an artistic inclination 
(Meyer), but is equivalent to reflection , considera¬ 
tion. When Paul, therefore, designs to prove 
that the worship of images is irrational, he di¬ 
rects the attention of his hearers both to the 
materials of which those images are made ( xp tw. 
bpy. Aitf.), and also to the way and manner in 
which they are constructed and completed, that 
is, partly by means of skilful hands (tix^tk), 
partly by reflection or deliberation on questions 
like these: “ Which of the gods shall be made? 
Of what material? etc.” Terms, that exhibit 
the most striking contrast, vi*., av&pAirov and rb 
delov, are intentionally placed in juxtaposition. 
[Meyerl. 

Ver. 80, 81. At this point a new division of 
the discourse commences, referring to the sub¬ 
ject of salvation , to the Saviour himself, to re¬ 
pentance, and to faith. Paul had already inti¬ 
mated that men had hitherto failed to discover 
the truth—that they had gone astray. After 
assuming this position (obv), be proceeds to bear 
witness that God bad overlooked the times of 
ignorance (fareptd&v, i. e., had allowed them to 
pass by without any positive manifestation of 
grace, on the one hand, but also without a stern 
rebuke, on the other), whereas now, when a 
crisis had arrived (ravin/), He demands a change 
of mind, -or repentance on the part of all men 
(the terms roZf hvdpfrxois ir&ci navraxov express 
the conception of universality in the most explicit 
manner), [“birepideiv, not to look at, not to 
notice; LXa. Ps. lv. 2; DeuL xxii. 1 ; not to 
punish, Joseph. Ant. II. 6. 8 (9),” (de Wette).— 
“ Hath overlooked; it should be observed that no 
such metaphor as * winked at 1 is to be found in 
the original” (Contb. amd H. I. 407. note).—T r.]. 
This demand, which concerns all mankind, is now 
made in view of the fact that (Kad&rt) God has 
fixed a day for the righteous judgment of the 
world, which he will execute through a man 
[“iv avdpi, i. e., in the person of a man, who will 
be the representative of God.” (Meyer).—T r.], 
whom he has appointed for that purpose (£ Lpujt, 
an attraction frequently occurring [Wiser, $ 24. 
1]), after having offered faith in mm to all men 


---1— 

by raising him from the dead; the express** 
nUrrtv leaptx*n> means— to make neck faith possible, 
or bring it near, namely, by means of the testi¬ 
mony borne in favor of him and his dignity by 
the fact of his resurrection. 

Ver. 82-84. a. The speaker had proceeded so 
far, without, however, having concluded, when 
he was interrupted by loud mockery of the re¬ 
surrection; the definite article is intentionally 
omitted before the genitive in the expression 
avdoraete venpuv; its presence would have de¬ 
noted the resurrection of all the dead, whereas 
that of only one who had been dead, namely, 
Jesus, is here meant The other hearers, who 
did not actually mock, and who remarked in 
courteous terms that they would listen to him 
on this subject on a future occasion, at least im¬ 
plied that they, too, desired at that time to bear 
no more. And thus (orrwf, i. when so little 
could be expected from the manner in which his 
words had been received), Paul withdrew from 
the assembly. Still, some men attached them¬ 
selves to him, and were also converted; amoog 
these, Luke mentions only one by name, via, 
Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, which 
was the most ancient tribunal of AUiens, and 
universally regarded with respect. That hewss 
a man of great distinction may be inferred from 
the circumstance that the court of the Areopa- 
gites consisted of the noblest and most indepen¬ 
dent men, whose integrity of character was on- 
questioned. Tradition represents him as hiving 
been the first bishop of Athens, and as having 
died as a martyr; at a later period several 
writings, and a peculiar system, of a mystical 
character, were falsely ascribed to him. [See 
the article Dionysius Areopagita, in Hnsxoo: 
Encyk. ILL 412-418.— Tr.]. Damaria is en¬ 
tirely unknown; the manner in which she is 
mentioned [simply, ywq bvdpari ], clearly shows 
that it is an error to represent her as having been 
the wife of Dionysius. (Chrysostom). 

b. The unity of this aisoourse is readily semi; 
its theme is the inscription on that altar: ayvitory 
Oeip. The apostle gladly admits that a religious 
feeling of a certain character governed the Athe¬ 
nians, but refers to that inscription as an evi¬ 
dence that they were deficient in the true know¬ 
ledge of God. Henoe he proclaims the truth to 
them, first, with respect to God, ver. 24, 25; 
secondly, with respect to man, who is appointed 
to seek and to find God, and who is related to 
Him, ver. 26-28. After an intermediate obser¬ 
vation, ver. 29, which rebukes the error of 
image-worship, Paul proclaims, thirdly, that the 
times of ignorance had reached their end, and 
demands a return to God, and faith in the Risen 
One, who is the Saviour and the Judge of the 
world. (Comp. Lamor: Church History, 1L $22 
ff.). The whole discourse is admirably suited 
to the time and the place, is characterised by 
wisdom and mature reflection, is considerate and 
yet frank, moderate and yet pointed, lofty in the 
thoughts which it expresses, and marked by 
genuine Pauline features in its fundamental 
views (respecting the unity of the revelation of 
God in creation, in the conscience, and in the 
work of redemption), as well as in the distinc¬ 
tion between the ante-Christian and the Chris¬ 
tian historical periods; hence we oannot believe 
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that any foundation exists which would sustain 
the doubt expressed by some writers respecting 
the credibility of this narrative of the appear¬ 
ance of the apostle in Athens, and of this report 
of his discourse. [“As this discourse was in¬ 
terrupted (ver. 82), we have no right to describe 
it as a mere lesson in natural theology, nor even 
to assume (with Calvin and some others) that it 
is lees fully reported in the last than in the first 
part* Ac.” (Alex.).—Tn.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The number of the masterpieces of ancient 
art, and the beauty of these productions of ar¬ 
chitecture and statuary which present themselves 
to the eye of Paul, afford him no aesthetic enjoy¬ 
ment, neither do they fill him with wonder and 
enthusiasm, but, on the contrary, arouse a moral 
indignation in his soul. On the first occasion on 
which the Spirit of Christ, in one of his disciples 
wad apostles, comes in contact with ancient art 
in its highest stage of development, a sentence 
of rejection is pronounced in the case of the lat¬ 
ter. Are then Christianity and art, when viewed 
in themselves, of a nature so opposite, that they 
repel each other ? By no means; that opinion 
is correct only in so far that the Spirit of Christ 
neither recognizes nor admits an exclusively aes¬ 
thetic or purely artistic impression derived from 
the creations of art, but, on the contrary, con¬ 
templates and judges art only in connection with 
the deep religious and moral thoughts which con¬ 
stitute its true foundation. And, further, the 
Spirit of Christ accords with classical antiquity, 
in so far, namely, as both reject that which is 
partial and inoomplete, and, with entire consist¬ 
ency, view man in the totality of his nature. 
While Paul yprveys the works of art in Athens, 
he cannot dissever the artistic skill with which 
they are constructed from the thoughts which 
they are intended to express, or from the pur¬ 
pose for which they are made; those superb 
temples, those noble statues, etc. are, namely, 
in their very nature the creations of the spirit 
of paganism, and are designed to sustain a poly- 
theistical worship; the city that is so richly 
adorned with works of art, is, in truth, a Karel- 
doL* *67*$. And hence this world of art, as 
Paul gazes on it, leads him to think with a moral 
indignation of the error, the delusion, the sin 
against the living God, which it continues to 
cherish. The Spirit of Christ at no time and in 
no place tolerates a judgment which is divested 
of every moral and religious element 
2. The present is also the first occasion on 
which Christianity comes in contact with philoso- 
as well as with art Here, too, the encoun¬ 
ter is not of a friendly nature; the only differ¬ 
ence is found in the fact that while Paul com¬ 
menced the contest in the first case, the philoso¬ 
phers are here the assailants. Neither the nar¬ 
rative in ver. 16-18, nor the discourse delivered 
on the Hill of Mars, contains a single expression 
implying that a direct attack on philosophy had 
been made by Paul. But both before and after 
his discourse, the Epicurean and Stoic philoso¬ 
phers speak of bis doctrine partly in a mocking 
•Rd contemptuous, and partly in a cold or disdain¬ 


ful manner. This circumstance may be readily 
understood, when we remember that it was pre¬ 
cisely with the schools of Epicurus and Zeno that 
Paul came in contact. The systems of both were, 
more than others, at variance with the Christian 
doctrine—that of the Epicureans on account of 
their doctrine Concerning the Deity, and pleasure 
as the sovereign good—that of the Stoics on ac¬ 
count of their moral self-sufficiency. Still, this 
first encounter by no means justifies the inference 
that Christianity itself is hostile to philosophy. 
It may, on the contrary, be already predicted, 
after noticing the fruitful germs of thought which 
this Athenian discourse presents, that the truth 
in Christ Jesus will itself give rise to a Christian 
philosophy. 

8. The very first thought expressed in this 
missionary discourse, is of such a character: 6 
ayvoovvreq evoepelre—KarayyiTXo vpiv. Paul be¬ 
gins by referring to that inscription on an altar: 
“ To an unknown God,” and sets forth more fully 
the deep meaning which it conveys. The wor¬ 
ship of an unknown God involves a confession 
both of a want of knowledge, and of the pressing 
need of the worship of Him who is unknown. 
The gods who are known, mentioned by name, 
and worshipped as such, do not satisfy the reli¬ 
gious wants of man,'and hence these wants im¬ 
pel him to look beyond the limits and forms of 
the existing worship for relief. But the object 
of worship now added, is confessedly unknown 
and unnamed (6 hyvooinrreg eve e faire y ver. 28; $ 
hyvout, ver. 80.); and the worship, moreover, of 
an unknown Deity, involves a dim conception or 
presentiment of the unknown God. Religious 
truth, however indistinctly or dimly apprehended, 
nevertheless lies hidden even in the mass of pa¬ 
gan legends of gods, forms of worship, and su¬ 
perstitious, practices. But that which the reli¬ 
gious mind, groping in the dark, attempts to find 
(comp. Zqreiv, ilrqhafelv, ver. 27), is a gift of reve¬ 
lation, and is now consciously and distinctly pro¬ 
claimed (tovto —KarayyiXXci vfuv). These are the 
germs both of a “Philosophy of Mythology ”, and 
of a “Philosophy of Revelation.” 

. 4. Paul proclaims the one personal God as the 
Creator of the world and the Lord of the worlds ex¬ 
alted above every creature; thus he states the 
truth in direct terms, without attempting to con¬ 
trovert and reject any opposite views. His re¬ 
marks refute, at the same time, the whole sys¬ 
tem which confounds God and nature—a system 
whioh constitutes the foundation of natural reli¬ 
gion, which is expressed in its myths, and which 
clings to the ancient philosophy. The Hellenio 
gods had a beginning; there was no theological sys¬ 
tem without a theogony which adopted this prin¬ 
ciple ; even the philosophy of the classical period 
cannot yet accurately discriminate between God 
and the world, neither does it rise to a true con¬ 
ception of the creation. (Comp. Baumgabten) 
II. I. 249 ff., and, with regard to Plato, Zeller: 
The Philosophy of the Greeks y II. 474 ff., 2d. ed. 
1869.). At all times, and in every stage of phi- 
losophic thought, the fact of the creation of the 
world, and the conception of the supernaturality 
of God as the Lord of the world, are fundamental 
principles of the truth, which cannot, without 
dauger, be misunderstood or undervalued. 

6. We are indebted to revelation for the true 
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view of man and human nature. The unity of 
the human race (ver. 26), was unknown to all 
polytheistic religions. All these, conforming to 
the theory that there are many gods, proceeded 
on the principle that the primordials of the va¬ 
rious nations were also many in number, and that 
these nations and their respective founders were 
originally of different degrees of rank. This es¬ 
sential difference as to origin, was assumed as 
perpetuated in the subsequent history of the na¬ 
tions. The conception of unity in the history of 
mankind, was also entirely foreign to heathenism. 
Even those nations which had risen to the high¬ 
est degree of culture and intelligence, the Greeks 
and the Romans, regarded themselves, respective¬ 
ly, as constituting the central point of the history 
of the world; they could form no conception of 
a Universal History of mankind, viewed as one 
race . (See Baumgarten, II. 1. 209 ff.). That 
unity is exhibited solely by revelation, both in 
the Old and in the New Testament, in which the 
human race is traced back to the one and the true 
God. According to the truth of the Bible, the 
history of the world begins with Him, and con¬ 
tinually points to Him; this great principle was 
revealed under the old covenant in facts of his¬ 
tory which were full of promise; it was exhibited 
in its reality in the Person of the Redeemer, who 
is, at the same time, the second Adam and the 
Son of God. 

6. The indwelling of man in God is asserted by 
the apostle in ver. 28: kv avrtf> fayev — koykv. This 
proposition has often been misunderstood and 
subjected to abuse; some have, very erroneously, 
even found Pantheism in it. For, in the first 
place, the apostle does not here speak of the 
world, of the creature, in general, but solely of 
man, and that, too, in connection with the pro¬ 
position that man can find God and is near to 
Him. In the second place, it is simply asserted 
that we are in God and live in Him, but not even 
remotely that God, as it were, is lost in the world, 
that is, combined or identified with it, or that the 
world is substantially one and the same with God. 
In the third place, the supermundane nature of 
God, ver 24, is attested with sufficient, distinct¬ 
ness by the very conception of the creation and 
by the words: idyiog ovpavov kcu yf/g, so that no 
arbitrary attempt to confound and identify God 
with the world, or the world with God, can be 
successfully made.—Nor does Paul, as it has some¬ 
times been said, assert the indwelling of God in 
the world; but, on the contrary, he speaks of the 
indwelling of man in God, that is to say, not 
merely of a conditional dependence on God and 
His life. His power, and His existence, but of a 
most intimate nearness to Him who is omnipresent, 
and who, like space or the atmosphere, complete¬ 
ly surrounds and sustains us. 

7. Christ , as the turning-point in the history of 
the world , is plaoed before us in a brilliant light 
at the close of the discourse. The period of 
hyvota preceded his appearance; with him came 
the light, and it abides. Before he came, God 
“overlooked,*’ and exercised forbearance; hence¬ 
forth, we look forward to the righteous judgment 
of the world, on the appointed great day. Re¬ 
pentance is every where preached to all men, so 
that they may not be subject to a sentence of 
condemnation. Only two features of the Person 


of Jesus Christ are depicted—he is described aa 
a man , a member of the human race, partaking 
of human nature, and subject to death (he % exp&w), 
and as the Judge of the world; to this office he 
was appointed (upiae) by God, who has also, by 
raising him from the dead, presented him to men 
as the object of their implicit faith. But if God 
will hereafter judge the World in the Person of 
Jesus Christ, it follows that Christ is not merely 
man, but also the corresponding and perfect or¬ 
gan of the holy and just, the omniscient pnd om¬ 
nipotent God, and that, therefore, he himself 
partakes of the divine nature and dignity. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vk&. 16. His spirit was stirred in him 
[moved with indignation]. Thus when the Spi¬ 
rit of Christ first came in contact with the noblest 
works of human art, the judgment of the Holy 
Ghost was set forth as the strait gate through 
which they all must pass. Nevertheless, Paul 
did not on this account seize the axe and destroy 
the images of the gods, and the altars (Gossner), 
like the iconoclastic Puritans, who condemned 
art as unchristian and ungodly in its very na¬ 
ture.—It was his primary object, not so much to 
cast down the idols from the altars, as, rather, 
to cast them out of the hearts of men. (Leonh. 
and 8p.).—“When I first came to Athens,” Lu¬ 
cian, the pagan, says, “I gazed witl* wonder and 
rapture on all the glory of the city.” But Paul 
looked with other eyes on the city which was 
called “the altar and court of justice of Greece, 
the inventress of all the sciences.” (Besser). 

V*n. 17. And In the market daily with 
them that met with him. —For many persona 
were at all times standing idle there. Mi. xx. 3. 
(Starke). — As the Gospel is founded on the 
truth, it does not hide itself, Luke xii. 3. (id.) 

Ver. 18. Certain philosophers, etc.—In 
Jerusalem the Sadducees and Pharisees, in 
Athens the Epicureans and Stoics, in our day a 
worldly mind and the love of pleasure, on the 
one hand, and the pride of reason and self- 
righteousness, on the other, have always been 
the two hereditary archenemies, between whom 
the preacher of the cross must force his way.— 
The preaching of the cross , unto the Greeks foolish- 
ness , now as formerly [1 Cor. i. xxiii]: I. To Epi¬ 
curean frivolity; ( a) to its unbelief; (6) to its 
carnal tendencies. II. To Stoical arrogance; (a) 
to its pride of reason; (6) to its self-righteous¬ 
ness. 

Ver. 19. What this new doctrine - - - 
is? —While the Gospel seems to the world to 
present matter that is hew, or of which men 
never had heard, its doctrine is, in reality, older 
than all the wisdom of men, and it survives all 
the transient systems devised by that wisdom, 
since it is a power of God [Rom. i. 16] unto all 
eternity. (Leonh. and Sp.).— Brought him 
unto Areopagus. —The Lord well knows how 
to honor his servants. Here he tarnishes the 
poor and despised Paul with an opportunity to 
appear on the celebrated Hill of Mars before n 
large assembly, and publicly to bear honorable 
witness to the truth; thus God chooses that 
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which is mean, in order to expose the folly of 
the wise. [1 Cor. i. 18 if.]. (Ap. Past.). 

Veb. 21. For all the Athenians - some 

new thing. —The spirit of curiosity is, in ge¬ 
neral, a hinderance to the truth; still, Qod 
sometimes employs it as the means for conveying 
truth to the heart, ver. 84. (Quesnel).—The de¬ 
sire for “some new thing” is praiseworthy, when 
its objects are a new heart, the new man [Eph. 
iv. 24; Col. iii. 10], and the new Jerusalem. 
(Starke)*— Worldly curiosity, and the Christian 
thirst for knowledge: I. The former seeks amuse¬ 
ment; the latter, instruction. II. The object of 
the former is novelty; of the latter, truth. III. 
The former fritters away its strength among 
many objects; the latter finds peace in the one 
thing needful [Luke x. 42]. 

Yer. 22. Then Paul stood in the midst 
of Mars' Hill, and said. —The peculiar audi¬ 
ence, consisting of philosophers, the associations 
connected with the place, and the curiosity of 
the hearers, are alike unable to persuade the 
holy apostle to depart in the least degree from his 
Gospel, and to indulge the caprices of the Athe¬ 
nians. But it is also obvious that he adapts his 
discourse to the peculiar state of their hearts, and 
with great wisdom* and moderation endeavors to 
make an impression on them. (Ap. Past.).— 
That in all things ye are too superstitions 
[ye are very devout].— Why may the people of 
Athens hereafter rise up in the judgment [Mt xii. 
42], as accusers of (he pagans in Christendom7 I. 
The Athenians were devout; a devout fear of an 
unknown God was the basis of their superstition. 
II. The pagans in Christendom are estranged 
from God, and, in their unbelief, reject a re¬ 
vealed God.— The degree in which even pagans were 
prepared to receive the Christian faith . (Nitzbch : 
Wittenb. Sermons). 

Yer. 28. To the [an] unknown Qod.— 
Alas! How many an altar of the heart bears 
this inscription! The Divinity is already in¬ 
scribed by nature on the hearts of all men. 
Where is the man to be found, who does not sup¬ 
pose that he really offers worship? Bu$ this 
light of knowledge is unhappily so much obscured 
in most men by carnal desires, prejudices and 
bad examples, that the true God still remains 
unknown to them. 1 John ii. 8, 4. (Starke).— 
How necessary it, therefore, is, that a Paul 
should arise in every church and house, and 
preach to the Christians of our day, that with all 
their show of knowledge and adoration, they 
serve and build altars to an unknown God! 
(Gossner).—The preachers of the Gospel are men 
who proclaim the unknown God. (Starke).— 
There are many here, whose hearts resemble the 
market-place of Athens or the Pantheon, the 
temple of all the gods. One idol stands there 
beside another—anger, pride, lust, covetousness, 
sloth, the love of honor. Search thine own 
heart, and learn * whether it contains these 
images! The most of .us must answer affirma¬ 
tively, and confess: ‘The object of my worship 
is life, science, art, money, pleasure, my be¬ 
trothed, my spouse or child, or some other 
earthly treasure. 1 And there, in a secret spot, 
discovered only by the painful pulsations of the 
conscience, stands an altar with the inscription: 
To the unknown God, that is to say: ‘To the God 


in whose name I was baptized and confirmed, to 
whom I have consecrated myself, whose mercy 
preserves and sustains me, but with whom I 
maintain no living communion, and whose com¬ 
mandments I transgress according to my own 
will.' (Ahlfeld).—He is an unknown God also to 
those who live in the world and its lust, but not 
in Him. Such persons illustrate the fundamen¬ 
tal principles of the Epicureans in their practice 
(and they are men not rarely found); the sble 
object of their life is enjoyment; they desire to 
forget that they possess immortal souls, and they 
say in secret: ‘Let us eat and drink: for to¬ 
morrow we die' [Isai. xxii. 18; 1 Cor. xv. 82]. 
They are those (also, men not rarely found), who 
no longer retain an altar in the house, not even 
in the most obscure corner, but who blaspheme, 
or at least inwardly despise the altar in the house 
of God, Bince they have not God in their hearts. 
They have forgotten that they are “His off¬ 
spring;” their life is severed from the maternal 
soil of the church, and is withering in the foul 
soil of worldly lust. To them the living God has 
become a strange and unknown God, whom they 
do not regard. (Langbein).— To whom is the living 
God an unknown Godf I. To those who believe 
themselves to be wise; II. To those who offer an 
external worship, without seeking God himself; 
III. To those who. live, not in Him, but in the 
world and its lust; IV. To those who do not de¬ 
sire to find Him in Christ, (id.).— The believing 
heart , an altar of the well-known God: I. In such 
a heart the presentiment of the divine nature 
and presence is converted by the word of God 
into absolute certainty; II. The painful fear in¬ 
spired by the holiness of God is changed, by the 
redemption of Christ, into holy peace; III. The 
inclination to commit sin is overcome, in the ser¬ 
vice of God, by the Holy Ghost. (Florey). 

Yer. 24. Qod that made the world, etc.— 
This is the One God—Paul intends to say—who, 
out of nothing called into existence the world, 
with the whole array of its elements, bodies and 
spirits, by the word which conveyed His com¬ 
mand, by the wisdom with which he arranged all 
things, and by the almighty power which enabled 
him to do all things. (Tertullian).—But Paul at 
the same time destroys the idols of the Athe¬ 
nians by these words; for while he bears witness 
to the glory of that God whose throne is in hea¬ 
ven, and whose footstool is the earth, he smites 
the idols that dwell in temples made with hands. 
God can dwell only in Himself, where he was 
before he made the world. He is Himself His 
temple. Nevertheless, he has built as many tem¬ 
ples for Himself, as there are living hearts that 
love him; in these he desires to dwell, to be 
known, and to be adored.—Without, we have 
gone astray ; within, in the soul, we are directed 
to the right way. Do thy work within thyself, 
and if thou desirest to find any “high and holy 
place,” give thyself up internally to God as His 
temple. If thou desirest to pray in a temple, 
pray in thyself, for the temple of God is holy, 
which temple ye are. (Augustine).— Where is the 
temple in which lam to seek , to find, and to worship 
God t I. It is Heaven, in which the spirits made 
perfect stand before his throne; II. It is the 
visible creation, in which he has not left Himself 
without a witness of His power, wisdom, and 
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goodness; III. It is the Churoh, in which the 
unknown God is revealed in the Gospel of His 
Son; IV. It is my heart, in which He desires to 
dwell by His Holy Spirit. 

Vbr. 25. Neither is worshipped with 
men’s hands, as though he needed any 
thing. —God does not need us, but we have need 
of God. (Starke).—It is very true that idols need 
the services which human hands can render; there 
are, indeed, workshops to be found in the cities 
of India and China, tlm signs of which bear the 
inscription: * Here old gods are repaired, and 
new ones made.’ (Leon, and Sp.). 

Vbr. 26. And hath made of one blood, etc. 
—The unity of the human race, as descended from 
one progenitor, necessarily follows from the uni¬ 
ty of the Creator, and from the creation of man 
after his image, ver. 28, 29.—The one Adam, on 
whom all depends (ver. 81), points back, as the 
second, to a first Adam. (Stier).—We, human 
beings, all constitute one people! This is the 
new and wonderful light in which the Gospel 
teaches us to view the national and exclusive 
feeling of the Greeks, Romans, and other ancient 
nations, (id.).— And hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds 
of their habitation. —What think ye, ye 
mighty warriors and invaders? Listen! God 
also has a will of his own, when kingdoms are 
to be divided. Numb, xxxiv. 2; Ps. cv. 6, 44. 
(Starke).—The holy and almighty hand of God 
is revealed in the government of the world as it 
is in the creation—in the life of men as it is in 
nature.—The change or the permanence of the 
boundaries of nations is not determined by soil, 
climate or nationality, but by the divine plan ac¬ 
cording to which God governs His Kingdom, and 
by the internal development of the human race. 
The people of Israel were dispersed among the 
nations, when the period in which they hardened 
themselves, had come. Athens is not an eternal 
( city, and Rome is not an immortal Rome; the 
glory of both passed away, when their time was 
fulfilled; for the earth, in its present form, is 
only a temporary 44 habitation ” of men, the ulti¬ 
mate purpose of which is, Tver. 27), that they 
might be brought back to tneir God. (Stier).— 
God in history: He reveals in it, I. His creative 
power—permitting the human mind to unfold it¬ 
self in the varied forms of national character; 
IL His patience and goodness—granting to each 
nation the time and opportunity for developing 
its peculiar character; III. His righteous judg¬ 
ment—assigning limits to the power and pros¬ 
perity of every nation, whether it dwell in 
Greece or Rome, or whether it even be His cho¬ 
sen people of Israel; IV. His holy love—deter¬ 
mining the great purpose or end of the history 
of the world, namely, that the kingdom of God 
may come, and that men may seek and find Him. 

Vbr. 27. That they should seek - - find 
him. —Paul here proclaims natural truths; he 
speaks of the perfections of God, and of His 
providence which rules over the human race. 
But does he introduce empty definitions and dis¬ 
tinctions—tedious propositions and arguments? 
Not in the least degree; the truth which pro¬ 
ceeds from his lips, assumes life, and his heart, 
which lives in God, earnestly desires the hearers 
to seek that God who is so near to them. The 


philosophy that can infuse such a spirit into ns, 
is evangelical and divine. (Ap. Past.).—0 that 
this saying were inscribed on every heart—that 
the great purpose for which We are placed on 
earth is to seek God in his works, both without 
us, and within us. (Quesnel).—Buck seeking 
after God could not be unsuccessful, for *he is 
not far from every one of us.’ The whole uni¬ 
verse proclaims with eloquent silence that the 
Lord is the exalted source of all things, so that 
all may feel after him, not indeed with the senses 
of the body, but with those of the mind. (Calo- 
vius).—And, therefore, thou canst not say: ‘Who 
shall ascend into heaven and bring him down? 
or, Who shall descend into the deep and bring 
him up from the dead?’ He is as nigh unto thee 
as is the law of the Holy One in thy conscience, 
as the desire of thy soul for salvation, as the in¬ 
voluntary cry for help, or as the continued sigh¬ 
ing for peace in thy heart and mouth. (Menken). 
—But such seeking implies that a great loss has 
been sustained—that men have gone astray and 
chosen their own ways; it consists solely in an 
actual groping and seising, indicating two dis¬ 
tinct truths: first, that darkness had covered 
the nations; secondly, that He who remained 
near, and always is near, may be surely and 
easily found. (Stier).—Paul represents it as the 
ultimate purpose of all the great arrangements 
of God in the world, that man should seek Him: 
he regards man’s noblest aim and perfection as 
consisting in suoh seeking after and finding. Let 
us consider, L The great objeot of our search; 
II. The path which conducts to that object. 
(Schleiermaoher). 

Vbr. 28. For in him we live, and move, 
and have our being [and are].—So near is He 
to all men, if they would but believe it; but the 
human race would prefer that He should be far 
distant; it oontinues to imitate our first parents, 
who hid themselves from the presence of Godin 
Paradise. (Gossner).—God alone possesses the 
true life, and is necessarily self-existent; our 
life and being are derived from Him. IsaL xliv. 
6; 1 Cor. viii. 6. (Starke).—In the Father (of 
whom are all thingsl, we are; in the Son (who is 
the life!, we live: in tne Spirit 1 who is the breath of 
all flesn), we move. (Cyprian).— We are his off¬ 
spring: I. By our creation after the image of 
God; IL By our redemption through the incar¬ 
nate Son of God.— We are the offspring of God: 
I. The truth of these words; proved from (a) 
the Scriptures, (5) the human heart, (e) the ex¬ 
perience of man. II. The effect wnich they 
should produce: (a) holy humility, (5) holy con¬ 
fidence. (Tholuck). 

Vbr. 29. As we are the offspring of Ood, 
we ought not to think, etc.—The pagans 
had not properly understood their own words. 
They reasoned thus: ‘If we belong to the divine 
race, then the gods must belong to the human 
race, and it consequently is both in our power 
and becomes a duty, to make human images of 
them.’ Paul presents to them an inference of a 
different kind. ‘Those who belong to the divine 
race ’—he says—* dishonor themselves, if they do 
not restrict their worship to their Founder and 
Head, but bow down before any being inferior 
to Him who is the Lord over ali’ He could now 
apply the same remark to the children of this 
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world, who, it is true, do not worship images 
mode by themselves, but who render superhuman 
honors to the inventive spirit of man, usually 
styled “genius;” for they, too, worship nothing 
else than their human thoughts. Indeed, these 
words of the apostle rebuke all spiritually dead 
Christians, who engage in a mere external wor¬ 
ship; for their god is distant or dead, and not 
the living and omnipresent Ood, in whom we 
live, move, and are. (Williger). 

Vie. 80. The times of this ignoranoe 
Ood winked at, etc.—It was a singular inci¬ 
dent, when Paul accused these educated men of 
ignorance; nevertheless, the charge was well- 
founded. The period of polished but ignorant 
heathenism embraced centuries. (Berleburger 
Bible).—Among the features of heathenism, Paul 
specifies, with great forbearance, only its igno¬ 
rance. But that this ignorance had been volun¬ 
tarily maintained, and was reprehensible, he 
immediately indicates by employing the mode¬ 
rate expreesion: “ winked at M [overlooked], by 
preaching repentance , and by solemnly proclaim¬ 
ing the judgment. (Stier).— But now oom- 
mandeth - - - to repent. —However affec¬ 
tionate the. terms may be, in which we address 
oar hearers, those terms in which we call them 
to repentance must be eraphatio in a still higher 
degree. Every word of the apostle here takes 
hold of us, and shows that, in his view, no de¬ 
gree of ignorance, no philosophy, no official 
dignity, no condition whatever, can in any de¬ 
gree justify the neglect of the universal duty of 
repentance, which Ood himself has enjoined.— 
The narrow way of repentance, the only way for all 
men: nothing exempts from the duty of walking 
in it: I. Neither ignoranoe, nor knowledge; 
II Neither the deepest guilt, nor the loftiest vir¬ 
tue; III. Neither paganism, nor the Christian 
faith. 

Vie. 81. A day in the which he will 
judge the world. (Popular paraphrase of ver. 
80, 81).—Ood will, in his mercy, refrain from 
pumshing all past sins, but henoeforth he de¬ 
mands repentance before all things else, inas¬ 
much as he* has caused the ooming judgment 
which Jesus will hold, to be proclaimed as a 
warning; he will inspire every one who peni¬ 
tently recognizes the appointed Judge, with con¬ 
fidence in the same man, whom he has also ap¬ 
pointed to be the Saviour; and, since the resur¬ 
rection of that Saviour, he offers to all believers 
the new life which proceeds from him. (Stier). 
—He who surveys the world with spiritual eyes, 
can expect nothing else than a future judgment. 
(Starke).— By that [a] man. —He is the man 
without form or comeliness [Isa. liii. 2], the Cru¬ 
cified One, before whom all the gods and demi¬ 
gods of Athens—Theseus and Hercules, Zeus and 
Apollo—with all their glory, sink into the dust; 
before whose foolishness of preaching, all the 
•eges of Greece—Thales and Pythagoras, Socrates 
and Plato—become speechless, and whose invisi¬ 
ble and lowly kingdom will survive the laws of 
8olon and Lycurgus, and the vast empire of 
Alexander. 

Vie. 82. Some mocked; and others said, 

etc.—The world is almost entirely divided into 
these two classes of sinners. The one consists 
of those who mock at saving truth, the other of 


those who continually postpone the effort to de¬ 
rive advantage from it. (Quesnel). 

Vie. 88. So [And thus] Paul departed 
from among them.— He did not return. The 
Lord himself forbade us to give that which is 
holy to the heathen, and to cast our pearls be¬ 
fore swine [Ml vii. 6] ; he made no reply to the 
unsuitable questions of Herod [Lu. xxiii. 9]. 
When men have advanced to such a point that 
they do not even take offenoe at. the Gospel, but 
either ridicule or superficially criticise it, as one 
of the passing topics of the day, the servants of 
God can no longer hope, but only remain silent. 
(Williger).— Thus favorable opportunities pass 
by, while men are deliberating; they neglect to 
avail themselves of good counsel, and of the pre¬ 
sence of a man of God. He is taken from them, 
and does not retufi; they die before they are 
prepared in their oonscienoe to appear before 
God, John viii. 21. (Quesnel). 

Vbe. 84. Certain men - - - believed; 
among the whioh waa Dionysius. —Only 
one man among so many philosophers ? 0 what 
vast power it needs to induce the wise men of 
this world to bow before the cross! (Quesn.).— 
Large numbers do not constitute one of the es¬ 
sential features of the true ohurch. Common 
stones are far more numerous than precious 
stones; -but which are the more valuable? 
(Starke).—It seems then that the truth still 
gains a victory; and, as anoient writers testify, 
a Christian congregation was subsequently found¬ 
ed in Athens, whioh flourished in an eminent de¬ 
gree. Thus the Christian religion, even when it 
is persecuted, prevails over aU academical dis¬ 
tinctions. (Bogatzky.) 

On the whole section, ver. 16-84; (comp, the 
foregoing sketohes on each verse).— The wisdom 
of the world , and divine wisdom: I. The former in¬ 
vestigates, it is true, but merely for the sake of 
intellectual amusement, ver. 21; the latter en¬ 
deavors to understand with accuracy the import, 
and to fulfil with certainty, the great design of 
life on earth. II. The former is, indeed, indis¬ 
tinctly conscious of the nature and being of the 
living God, ver. 28, but offers its full worship to 
idols whioh it has itself devised; the latter, 
guided by the light of revelation, penetrates into 
the innermost depths of the Godhead. III. The 
former is, indeed, indistinctly oonscious of the 
original glory of man, ver. 28, but is unwilling 
to acquire any knowledge respecting the redemp¬ 
tion of a fallen race; the latter finds its own 
perfection in the atonement which Christ made 
for the world. (Leonh. and Sp.).— The apostle's 
sermon before pagans, addressed also to the hearts of 
Christians: I. The power of God—in the creation 
of the world; II. His love—in the government of 
the world; III. His holiness—in the judgment of 
the world. (C. Beck: Horn. Report.). — The ex¬ 
ceeding glory of the divine nature, and the high+ank 
of human nature . (id.).— The messenger of the Gos¬ 
pel, m the heathen world: I. His feelings; (a) he 
feels himself repelled by the abominations of 
heathenism; (b) he is filled with holy sorrow, on 
witnessing the heathen worship of idols. II. His 
conduct; he avails himself of every opportunity 
to labor for God and Christ: he is rejoiced when¬ 
ever he finds (a) hearers—Jews, proselytes, pa¬ 
gans,—or ( b ) a place where he can bear witness 
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to the truth. III. His hearers are (a) men who 
regard themselves as philosophers, (6) persons 
entertaining the most erroneous opinions, (e) in¬ 
quisitive people. (Lisco).— Qod, drawing mm 
[John vi. 44]: (Homily). I. The departure 
from God, ver. 16-26. Man ceases to know God, 
and now qeeks in vain for relief in sensual en¬ 
joyments, or in human wisdom, ver. 18, or in 
external works of piety, ver. 24, 25. II. His 
communion with his own heart, ver. 26-29. 
What profit has sin afforded thee? None. After 
what does thy heart long ? After the Most High. 
Where is He—thy God ? Not far. He who ap¬ 
points the times of all men, has thought also of 
thy weal and woe. What is thy soul? His 
breath. What is thy body ? His temple. And 
thou wouldst serve sin ? Thou wouldst seek the 
Eternal One in transitory ^bjects t No. He 
dwells not in temples made with human hands. 
Thou wilt find Him when tbou becomest even as 
He is—and that He has made possible to thee. 
III. The return to the Father, ver. 30, 81. He 
who is invisibly nigh unto thee in thy conscience 
and in thy experience of life, has visibly ap¬ 
proached thee in His Son Jesus Christ. In 
Christ alone canst thou learn that thou art the 
offspring of God, and canst atone for thy fall 
from Him. All that is past, God will in mercy 
overlook, but He now commands that thou 
shouldst come to Him through repentance and 
faith. He that believeth in Him, shall not be 
condemned. (Lisco).— The conduct of Paul's hear - 
ere at Athens , an image of that of modem hearers 
of the Gospel , ver. 32-34; I. Some mocked; II. 
Some said: <We will hear thee again of this 
matter’; III. Some clave unto Paul, and believed, 
(id.).—“Luther in Rome,” “Calvin in Paris ”— 
are impressive scenes in history, but the present 
is still more striking: Paul in Athensl Let us 
then approach somewhat nearer, and contem¬ 
plate, I. The peculiar sentiments of the apostle, 
which his abode in the city of the Athenians 
awakened. Such a spot, this herald of the mys¬ 
tery of the cross had never before beheld. He 
doeB not avert his eyes from the monuments of 
the highest art and skill before him, but even 
perceives in them certain indications of the no¬ 
bility of the human mind. But their magic 
charms neither deceive his senses, nor call him 
down from that still more elevated position, in 
which divine grace in Christ had placed him ; a 
deep sorrow, produced by such aberrations of 
the human mind, fills his whole soul. II. The 
testimony which he there delivered. He pro¬ 
claims three great truths in opposition t.o three 
great falsehoods which controlled the philosophy 
of that age, and from which even that of modern 
times is not yet freed: The creation out of 
nothing, as opposed to naturalism—the perso¬ 
nality of God, as opposed to pantheism—the na¬ 
ture* of sin, as opposed to antinomianism and 
rationalism. III. The result. It is, at first, not 
satisfactory—the word of the apostle encoun¬ 
tered too many deep-rooted prejudices. Still, 
his secret hope is not disappointed. Even one 
convert has great weight in the balance of the 
kingdom of God. No one can remain strictly 
neutral. (F. W. Krummacher, in Trinity Church, 
Berlin, 1847).—“It was, in every respect, an 
extraordinary scene. There was a striking con-* 


trast between a discourse marked by such spirit 
and power, and those sophistical declamations 
by which precisely the topics of which Paul hers 
treats, were obscured,—declamations, which had 
already been the subjects of the complaints and 
ridicule of Socrates. What would Socrates 
(whose equal Athens no longer possessed) have 
said, if he had heard such a discourse as Paul 
delivered on this occasion ? He would probably 
have reoognized in it the kingdom of God, from 
which he was not far, and would have been one 
of those who desired to hear more concerning the 
divinely appointed Judge of the human race, and 
concerning the resurrection. In the Person of 
the Redeemer of the world, he would have found 
more than that ideal of the just man described 
by Plato. He would rather have listened to such 
a discourse concerning the unknown God, than 
to the most eloquent orations of the sophists con¬ 
cerning the gods, the mere creatures of the ima¬ 
gination.—He would doubtless have concurred 
neither with the Epicurean, nor with the Stoic 
philosophers, when they termed Paul a babbler.” 
(Hess: History of the Apostles). —(Lavater has 
furnished a poetical paraphrase of Paul’s dis¬ 
course at Athens, in his work entitled: Jesus 
Messiah, or the Gospels and the Acts, in verse. 
1786, in the fourth voL).— Three books of tks 
knowledge of God: L The book of the world, in 
two parts: Nature, and History, ver. 24-26; IL 
The book of the heart, in two parts: Reason, and 
Conscience, ver. 27, 28; III. The book of the 
Scriptures, in two parts: the Law, and the Gos¬ 
pel, ver. 80, 81.— Paul at Athens , or, “God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world, etc.” 1 
Cor. i. 27; I. The sermon of Paul at Athens was 
foolishness in the eyes of the world; neverthe¬ 
less, its contents confounded all the wise men of 
Greece. II. The result of Paul’s labors in Athens 
was feeble in the eyes of the world; neverthe¬ 
less, it was the beginning of the end of heathen¬ 
ism.— The Christum's sentiments respecting worldly 
art and science; I. He does not despise them, for 
he recognixes (a) in their noble productiofas a 
gift and a consciousness of that God who is not 
far from every one of us, ver. 26-28; and (b) 
even in their aberrations, the effort and struggle 
of the human mind that is seeking God, ver. 29, 
30. But, II. He does not fear them, for (a) ht 
boldly applies the holy standard of the divine 
word even to their most admired production*, 
ver. 24, 25, 29; and (5) he oonfidently expects, 
even in the case of their most firmly established 
errors, the victory of Christian truth, ver. 3d, 
81.— Paul at Athens , a model as a University 
preacher: I. He freely admits the human claims 
of every noble art and science,—proved (a) from 
the contents of his sermon, in which every aca¬ 
demical department is noticed: Philosophy, ver. 
24, 27; Natural Science, ver. 25, 26; History 
and Law, ver. 26; Art and Poetry, ver. 28, 29; 
(b) from the form of his sermon, which, by its 
highly intellectual character, and its adaptation 
to the place and the hearers, illustrates his de¬ 
sire to become a Greek unto the Greeks. But, 
II. He conducts aU his hearers before the tribu¬ 
nal of divine truth; (a) by showing that error 
and sin are the foul stains which mar every 
merely human effort, ver. 29, 80; (6) by point¬ 
ing, in the light of revelation, to God as the 
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source and aim of all spiritual life.—Paul at 
Athens, brought unto Areopagus: I. He is appa¬ 
rently judged and condemned by the superficial 
wisdom of men; (a) some mock, on hearing his 
doctrine; (6) others coldly decline to hear him 
to the end, ver. 82. But, II. In truth he judges 
and expels, in the name of the tiring God, (a) 
the delusion of heathenism, by proclaiming the 
Creator of heaven and earth, ver. 24-29, and (6) 
the sin of heathenism, by preaching repentance 
and faith, rer. 80, 81.— [Whom ye ignorant¬ 
ly worship, rer. 28.— Illustrations of the act of 
worshipping Ood ignorantly: derived, I. From 
Paganism; (a) consciousness that worship is due 
to a higher power; (6) the ignorance manifest¬ 


ed, and its causes and effects; II. From Judaism 
(Pharisees, Sadducees, etc.); (a) the recognition 
of the true God: (6) the ignorance manifested, 
etc.; III. From Popery; (a) the adoption of the 
Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament; 
(b) the ignorance manifested, etc.; IV. From 
Protest antisin; (a) entire freedom in searching 
the Scriptures; (6) the ignorance manifested (e. 
g. t as to the insignificance of all worship in 
which the heart is not interested; the nature 
and absolute necessity of repentance; the na¬ 
ture, power, etc., of a living faith; the Person of 
Christ; the duty, manner, eto., of preparing for 
death, etc.), and its causes and effeots.—T r.] 


F.— PAUL AT CORINTH ; HIS SEAL, HIS TRIALS, AND THE RESULTS OT HIS LABORS. 

Chapter XVIII. 1-17. 

1,2 After these things Paul [he] 1 departed from Athens, and came to Corinth; *Aod 
found a certain [found there a] Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from 
Italy, with his wife Priscilla, (because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to 

3 depart from* Rome,) and came [went] unto them. ♦And because he was of the 
same craft [trade], be abode with them, and wrought [worked] : ([om. parenthetical 

4 marks ] for by their occupation [trade] 8 they were tentmakers.) ♦And he reasoned 
[discoursed] in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded [sought to convince 

5 both] the Jews and the Greeks. ♦And [But] when Silas and Timotheus were come 
from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit [impelled by the word 4 ], and testified 

6 [to testify] to the Jews that Jesus was 5 Christ® [the (r<h) Christ]. ♦And [But] 
when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook [out, &nv.] his raiment, 
and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads [your head, xs<paXi)v ]; I am 
clean: from henceforth I will [head; as a clean person, I shall henceforth, xa$apd<; 

7 tfib — nopeboopat] go unto the Gentiles. *And he departed thence, and entered into 
a certain man's house, named Justus 1 , one that worshipped God, whose house joined 

8 hard [adjoined] to the synagogue. *And [But] Crispus, the chief \om. chief] ruler 
of the synagogue, believed on [became a believer in] the Lord with all his house ; 

9 and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. ♦Then spake the 

Lord [But ( dk ) the Lord spake] to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but 

10 speak, and hold not thy peace [and keep not silenge] : ♦For I am with thee, and no 

man shall [will] set on thee to hurt [harm] thee: for I have much people in this 

11 city. ♦And he continued [sat] 8 there a year and six months, teaching the word of 

12 God among them. *And [But] when Gallio was/the deputy [proconsul]® of Achaia, 
the Jews made insurrection with one accord against [with one accord assaulted] 

13 Paul, and brought him to the judgment seat, ♦Saying, This fellow [This person, 

14 persuadeth men to worship God contrary to [against] the law. ^And [But] 
when Paul was now [om. now] about to open his mouth, Gallio said unto the Jews, 
If if were a matter of wrong [were a wrong done] or wicked lewdness [a flagitious 
crime], 0 ye Jews, reason would that I should [I should with reason] bear with 

15 you: ♦But if it be a question 10 of words [concerning doctrine] and names, and of 

[am. of] your law, look ye [yourselves, ainot ] to it; for I will be no [I am not 

16 willing to be a] judge of such [of these, robtutv'] matters, *And he drove them 

17 [drove them away] from the judgment seat. ♦Then all the Greeks [am. the Greeks] 11 
took [seized] JSosthenes, the chief [om, chief] ruler of the synagogue, and beat him 
before the judgment seat. And Gallio cared for none of those things [And none of 
those things was matter of concern to Gallio]. 
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l Ver. 1. b IUvAor after [of test rec.1 ia wanting, ft !• true, only In a minority of the man nao rl pte [ate. la 

B. D., but also God. 8in.; Vulg.); this reading is, however, without doubt, spurious, and was inserted simply became a 
new ecclesiastical reading lesson commenced at this place. Tit is inserted in A. K.; it is omitted by Lach. Tiech. and AH 
—The two former omit also il after ^urc, with A. B. and Cod Sin., but Aif. inserts it from D. EL G. H.—Tx.] 

* Ver. 2. avb [before rtft ’Pmnni) is ter better supported [by A. B. D. K. G. Cod. Bin.] than 4a [of test.rec.team 0.1 ui 
has very properly been preferred by recent editors [Lech., Tiscb., Born, and AIL, with whom de Wette, and Msyer (3d «&,) 
concur.—Ta.l_ 

* Ver. 3. The reading r§ r4x*V ■hould be preferred, as ter as the authority of the manuscripts Is concerne d, to the se> 
cusative r. rfvnfv [of tent rsc.], which was undoubtedly the more usual form. [The aoc. In HL; the datin Ahl.fi. 
Cod. Sin^ the latter is adopted by Lech., Tisch., and Aif. See Winn: Or. } 32. 6. on the p as sa ge.—Tn.] 

* Ver. 6. a. The reading r£ rrcv'/utn [of tent rsc., after <rvi*ix*Tol is found only in one uncial manuscript [HA wberess 
the rest exhibit in place of it ty Adyy, which, besides, as the more difficult reading, deserves the preference, [t£ A4yy 
occurs in A. B. D. B. G. Cod. 8in., and is adopted by editors generally. The Vulg. has i wsteki verba, in tbs rood red text; 
Cod. E. (Laudianus, Graeco-Latin) exhibits urgebatur verbo. Robinson (Lex.) thus explains the received text of the Tal¬ 
ga te : “Paul now gave himself wholly to preaching the word,” ad verb. wvWgw.—Bee the Rxm. note below, on the pas¬ 
sage.—Ta.] 

* Ver. o. b. [Lach. and Tisch. insert <Zmu before rbr Xp. Vt from A. B. D. (and also Ood. Bit); it ia omitted in LG. 
H-; Aif. concurs with tent. rec. in omitting it; de Wette regards it as a gloss from ver. 28.—Ta.J 

* Ver. 6. c. [For the words: mjos Christ, the margin or the Engl. Bible presents the more accurate version: is Oe 
Christy i. row Xp., the Messiah, as in Mt. xvi. 90; xxvi. 63, and many other passages.—Ta.) 

r Ver. 7. The reading Titov, in plaoe of ’lovsrrov, is found only in a single manuscript, namely B., and deservesaocon¬ 
sideration. [The name, as exhibited in text. ree n is found in A. D (original). G. R, but E. inserts Ttrov, and B- D (correct¬ 
ed^ Ttn'ov before low.; the Vulg. has Titi Justi; Cod. 8in reads: Ttrov ‘Iowtov. The former of the two names is gene¬ 
rally regarded by editors as an interpolation, originating in a mistake of the copyists.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 11. [Instead of continued (Tynd., Cranmer, Geneva), the margin of the Engl. Bible pres en ts the literal vwsioa: 
sat (Rheims). Comp. Lu. xxiv. 40, where naBi(m occurs in the sense of to tarry or abide. In that passage the Vulg. trans¬ 
lates sedete; here, sedit. —Tn.] 

* Ver. 13. [In place of the reading of the text. rec. ivfenrartvorroc, from B. G. H n which Aif. adopta, Lacte, Tfarte, sad 
Borm, substitute arfwarov brrot from A. B. D. and Cod. Sin.; de Wette and Meyer, however, regard the latter reeding M 
a gloss or a correction of the original but unusual participle.—Taj 

10 Ver. 16. frnbtara is found, it is true, in three manuscripts [D (original). G. H.], and has been adopted by Tisch; ths 
singular, should, nevertheless be regarded as the genuine reading, since it would not have occ u rred to any met* 

substitute It for the plural, if the latter bad been originally employed; it is much more probable that the singular woali 
have been altered, if it were original, especially as three points of inquiry are mentioned. [Lach., Tisch., and All 
adopt the plural from A. B. D (corrected). E4 Cod. Bln. also exhibits the plural form, and the Vulg. has <puea W o att .—TE.] 

» Ver. 17. Four uncial manuscripts [D. K (G. H. ?)]. insert oi’EAAijvtt [as tn text, fee.] after wdr roc, while some moo* 
•cripts of a later period [minusculeel read ’Iovdatoc; both are interpolations, as the three oldest manuscripts, anaag 
which is Cod. Sin. [the others being A. B.], read simply [Lech., Tiscte, and AIL omit oc'EAApror.—Ta.] 


KXEGBTICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Via. 1. After these things, Paul [he] de¬ 
parted from Athena. —The wealthy commer¬ 
cial city of Corinth, situated on the isthmus 
between the waters of the Ionian and iEgean 
seas, was at that time also the political capital of 
Greece, inasmuch as it was the residence of tht 
Roman prooonsuL Here Paul met with Aqoila, 
who was a native of Pontus, a province of Asi \ 
Minor. It has been conjectured that Unvrucbv 
rig ykvet may possibly be an error, occasioned 
by a misunderstanding of the name of Pontius 
Aquila (Cicero: Ad Fans. X. 88 ; Suit.: Cats. 
78.), whose freedman the person met by Paul 
may have been [end whose name he may, ac¬ 
cording to the Roman custom, have assumed] 
(Reiche, on Rom. xvi. 8). This supposition, 
however, has no other foundation than such an 
arbitrary combination of the passages mentioned, 
and is, in view of the direct statement of Luke, 
entitled to no consideration. His wife Priscilla is 
oalled Prisca [Ilpurxd] in Rom. xvi. 8. [“So, in 

Martial, Tacitus, and Suetonius, Livia and Li - 
villa, Drusa and Drusilla, are used of the same 
erson.” (Conyb.andU. 1.415.n. 8.—Tr.]. Meyer 
as very successfully shown, (in opposition to 
the opinion of Neander, Ewald, and others), that 
she and her husband cannot be assumed to have 
already been Christian converts at the time when 
they met Paul in Corinth; for in the first place, 
Luke says simply riva ’lovSaiov, without append¬ 
ing ireKUTremdra or padyr^v; secondly, the words 
ndvrac rot* 'lovSaiovf distinctly include Aquila as 
one of the number; thirdly, the motive which 
led Paul to these two persons, ver. 8, was de¬ 
rived from the circumstance that they were all 
of the same trade and not from a common faith 
in Jesus. Still, we must assume that they were 


converted at an early period after their inter¬ 
course with Paul had commenced, since both 
are described in ver. 26 as already actively en¬ 
gaged in giving religious instruction to Apollos. 

Ver. 2, 8. a. And found - - tentmaken. 
—Aquila and Priscilla had quite reoeatly come 
from Italy to Corinth (irpoffdruf, nuperrime). 
They had doubtless resided in the city of Rome, 
as the cause o i their departure from Italy ia 
here traced to the banishment of the Jews from 
Rome. According to the passage before tu, 
Claudius had commanded all the Jews by an 
edict to leave that city. This statement agrees 
with the well-known words of Suetonius: Judssos 
unpulsore Chresto assidue tumultuantes Roma ezpulit 
(Claud. 25.); but it appears to be in conflict 
with the account given by Dio Cassias, 60. A, 
vix., that Claudius did not expel (oi* i&aot) 
the Jews, as such a measure seemed, in view of 
their large numbers, to be hazardous, but simply 
prohibited their assemblies. But there ia no 
reason to assume that the present passage and 
that in Suetonius refer to precisely the same pe¬ 
riod of time of which Dio Cassius is speaking 
and we have, consequently, the confirmatory 
statement of at least one witness. [Meyer sup¬ 
poses that the imperial act to which Dio Cassias 
refers, preceded the edict mentioned by Luke aid 
Suetonius.—T r.]. We learn, however, from a 
subsequent chapter (oh. xxviii.), that Jews and 
Christians soon afterwards again established 
themselves in Rome. 

b. And oame onto them.—Paul visited 
7rpoc7jX&ev) these persons, who had come from 
taly, and abode in their house, as his oocunation 
was the same as that of Aquila; he accordingly 
worked with thelatteras a aiapmeot^, a tentmakar. 
It has often been supposed that this word neces¬ 
sarily indicated the manufacture of tent-cloth 
[weaving], especially of the Cilician hair-cloth. 
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made of goats' hair (cittcium), which was at that 
time a favorite material in the construction ot 
tents. But the word aiopwrotb^ indicates not the 
manufacture of the material, but the act of con¬ 
verting it into tents (Chrysostom: OKqvopp&gos ).— 
It may here be remarked that we are indebted 
to the present passage for our knowledge of an 
interesting fact, viz., the particular branch of 
trade with which Paul was acquainted, as his 
own Epistles (e. y., 1 Cor. iv. 12; 1 Thess. ii. 9; 
2 Thess. iii. 8 [and comp. Acts xx. 84]) merely 
state the general fact that he was accustomed to 
rapport himself by his own manual labor. [It 
was a rule among the Jews, which their high re¬ 
spect for trade in all its forms sufficiently ex¬ 
plains, that boys, including the sons of the Rab¬ 
bins, should learn a trade. “ What is commanded 
of a father towards his son?” asks a Talmudic 
writer. “To circumcise him, to teach him the 
law, to teach him a trade.”* (Miter, ad loc 
Conti, and H. VoL 1. p. 51. London, 1854. — 
TrJ 

Vsr. 4-6. And he reasoned [discoursed] 
in the synagogue. —Even at this early period 
the apostle negleoted no opportunity which pre¬ 
sented itself for preaching the Gospel; but he re¬ 
stricted himself to the sabbath-days, and, with 
regard to the locality, to the synagogue, where, 
however, he was enabled to proclaim the truth 
in Christ, not only to Jews, but also to those 
Greeks who attended the public worship. He 
was animated by a sincere desire to convince 
them The result, however, is not yet 

stated here; tne first notice of it occurs in ver. 
8.—But after Silas and Timotheus had come from 
Macedonia (comp. xvii. 14 ff; 1 Thess. i. 1 ; iii. 
8), a crisis occurred. "Lweixero rift Xdytf) [see 
above, note 4, appended to the text.—Tn.] may 
be token either in the middle or the passive 
voice; in the former case, the sense would be: 
vutabat verbo (Vulg.), lotus oceupabaiur , *. e., he 
devoted himself to, or occupied himself earnestly 
with, the doctrine (Kuinoel, de Wette, Baumgar- 
ten, Lange, Ewald, p. 4811; if taken as a pas¬ 
sive verb, the sense woula be: he was severely 
tried, assailed, in reference to the doctrine 
(Meyer, 2d edition). The New Testament usus 
loquendi is unquestionably in favor of the inter¬ 
pretation which assigns a strictly passive sense 
to <rwtx £(r &ai. But aweixcro is also token in a 
passive sense, if it be thus understood: he was 
impelled in reference to the word, he was en¬ 
tirely absorbed, engrossed by, the doctrine 
(Meyer, 3d edition); the word cvre/^ero refers, 
according to this interpretation, not to adversa¬ 
ries, but to the inward impulse of his own mind 
[substantially agreeing—says Meyer—with the 
interpretation adopted by the Vulgate, etc., as 
stated above.—T r.].—B ut the Jews now began 
to oppose and blaspheme, in consequence of 
which conduct the apostle was induced to sever 
all the ties which connected him with the syna¬ 
gogue. *E KTtvag. rd Ip&rta, t. e., he shook the dust 
out of his garments, as, ch. xiii. 51, he shook off the 
dust qf his feet—in each case the act was a sign 
of renunciation so complete, that not even the 
slightest particle should continue to adhere as a 
bond of onion.—The brief but energetic terms 
of the denunciation: rd alpa—vfiw [with which 
comp. Bzek. xxxiii. 4. Sept—T b.], imply that 


the bloody end, the inevitable divine punishment, 
will, as he hopes, befall them personally (Kefate/v) 
and not others. K atiapdg, which, as conveying 
the leading thought, stands first in the clause, 
refers primarily to these words, viz., rd dipa — 
vfj£n> , in the sense: I am pure, free from guilt 
and responsibility, although you perish. [See 
the text, ver. 6, above; the punctuation in Lu¬ 
ther’s and Lechler’s German translation, differs 
from that of the English Version. Alford pre¬ 
fers the former, and says: “I have adopted the 
punctuation of Lachmann, erasing the colon af¬ 
ter kyCi, u «., I shall henceforth with a pure con¬ 
science go to the Oentiles. yi —Tr.] 

Ver. 7, 8.— And he departed thence.— 
Mera/taf, t. «., he passed over to another house, 
contiguous to the synagogue, and belonging to a 
Gentile proselyte, whose name was Justus [of 
whom nothing is known, except that he was a 
proselyte, which fact is indicated, as elsewhere, 
by oefMpevoq.— Tr.]. This rupture of Paul’s con¬ 
nection with the synagogue, led to an internal 
decision on the part of a ruler named Crispus. 
[“It may be presumed (from his office) that he 
was a man of learning and high character—Paul 
baptized him with his own hand. 1 Cor. i. 14.” 
(Conyb. and H. I. 430.—Tr.]. And from this 
period many of the pagan inhabitants of thr city 
(for they alone can be meant by K opiv&uwY who 
were hearers in the new place of assembly, be¬ 
came believers, and were baptized. 

Ver. 9, 10.— Then spake the Lord - - by 
a vision. —The appearanoe by night of Jesus, 
who addressed words oft encouragement to the 
apostle, and directed him to speak with the ut¬ 
most freedom, was designed to infuse a joyful 
spirit into the latter, while laboring at that posh 
For the apostle received, on the one hand, the 
promise that he should be divinely protected 
against the hostility and ill-treatment of his ene¬ 
mies (em&icdat, invader e, impetum facere ), and, on 
the oiner hand, it was revealed* to him that Christ 
possessed a numerous people in the city (Aarff, 
people of God, as contradistinguished from £dv?). 
Both here, and in the words ovdet? —cv, a revela¬ 
tion of facts not yet apparent must be understood; 
it cannot, therefore, refer to those who were al¬ 
ready converted, but must indicate [“prolepti- 
cally, comp. John x. 16; xi. 52” (Meyer).—T r.] 
those alone who were yet to be converted, whom, 
however, the Redeemer already knew and de¬ 
scribed as His own people. 

Ver. 11.— And he continued [sat].—In 
consequence of this revelation Paul remained 
(ksAdim; comp. Lu. xxiv. 49) a year and a half 
in Corinth, and taught the word of God among 
them (ev atrrolc, t. e., the Corinthians). Bengel 
says, in allusion to hc&&ioe: * cathedra Pauli Co- 
rinthia, Petri Romanfi testatior.’ It is usually 
assumed that the chronological statement in ver. 
11, refers to the entire period of the apostle’s re¬ 
sidence in Corinth, until he left the city, ver. 18. 
Rttckert and Meyer understand ver. 11 as refer¬ 
ring only to the time which preceded the accusa¬ 
tion in ver. 12 ff., first, because ver. 12 seems to 
them to be antithetical to ver. 11, and, secondly, 
because fn, in ver. 18, indicates the beginning 
of a new period of time. But it may be replied 
that ver. 12 does not, in point of fact, present a 
contrast with ver. 11; all, on the contrary, that 
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follows ver. 10, to the word Uavdf in ver. 18, is 
the result and fulfilment of the divine revelation 
described in ver. 9, 10. The command and the 
revelation which Paul then received, induced him* 
to remain in Corinth; the promise of Christ that 
none should harm the apostle is fulfilled in ver. 
12-17, and, after this episode, Paul may still have 
remained a considerable time [ver. 18] in the 
city. The statement of the time in ver. 11, ac¬ 
cordingly, refers to the entire period of the apos¬ 
tle’s abode in Corinth. 

Vie. 12, 18. a. Gallio. —He was the procon¬ 
sul of Achaia, that is, of the Roman province, 
which, after the conquest, 146 B. C., embraced 
Hellas and the Peloponnesus. Gallio was a bro¬ 
ther of the philosopher Lucius Ann»us Seneca; 
his original name was Marcus Annseus Novatus, 
but after he had been adopted by the rhetorician 
Lucius Junius Gallio, he received that of Marcus 
Annmus Gallio. Tiberius had converted Achaia, 
which was originally a senatorial province, into 
an imperial one, and had sent thither a procura¬ 
tor (Tac. Ann. I. 761, but Claudius restored it to 
the senate, (Subt. Claud. 25); hence, the term av- 
tfvjr arevavros precisely agrees with well estab¬ 
lished facts of history. [See Exeo. note on ch. 
xiii. 4-8. c. — Tb.] 

b. The Jews made insurrection [assault¬ 
ed] etc. — (K are^iarqpiy inxurgo contra). The event 
occurred during the administration of Gallio; the 
same spirit influenced all the Jews. (The very 
term 6firrdvfui66u is sufficient to refute Ewald's 
conjecture that the Jews dragged Sosthenes, their 
own ruler of the synagogue, Yer. 17, together 
with Paul, to the tribunal, supposing him to be 
favorably disposed to Jesus.). The charge re- 
f#red to a violation of the law, i. of the Mo¬ 
saic institutes; Paul was accused of influencing 
the people to adopt a different mode of worship¬ 
ping God. *A vaircidetv describes the act of un¬ 
settling and eradicating a conviction of the mind, 
by substituting othhr views and arguments. The 
comprehensive term rot* avftpAjrovf is intentionally 
chosen, in order to exhibit Paul in an odious light, 
as a man whose general purpose it was to gain 
partisans. 

Veb. 14, 15.— And when Paul, etc.—Gallio 
refuses to investigate the case even before Paul 
can find an opportunity to defend himself; the 
matter obviously referred, not to any violation 
of the civil law, but to the internal religious af¬ 
fairs of the Jews. [“It was out of Gallio’s pro¬ 
vince to take cognizance of such questions. The 
Roman laws allowed the Jews to regulate their 
religious affairs in their own way. Lysias (xxiii. 
29) and Festus (xxv. 19) placed their refusal to 
interfere on the same ground.” (Hackett.)— Tb.]. 
Obvy the inference deduced from the nature of the 
charge itself. ’A dhcnpay i. an act of injustice, 
a violation of private rights, constituting the 
ground of a legal process. 'VpdlovpyTjpa izov7jp6v y 
f. e. f any malicipus and reckless act, strictly speak¬ 
ing, a crime, subjecting the accused to a criminal 
prosecution. E< with the imperfect, implies with 
sufficient distinctness, that such a case was not 
really submitted to Gallio. Kara ?.oyov, i. e ., ac¬ 
cording to reason, or, reasonably justly. The 
term avixea&at is purposely chosen, partly, in 
order to indicate the granting of a judicial hear¬ 
ing, but partly, too, in order to intimate to the 


Jews that the whole matter was an annoyance, 
and, indeed, an intolerable burden to the pro- 
consul (in accordance with the proper sense of 
the word). The supposition which the latter then 
expresses (l^ypothetieally, el — cart, ver. 15), is, 
according to his opinion, well founded. He in¬ 
dicates already by the term technically 

employed in scientific or theoretical matters, in 
the sense of a question of the schools , a debated 
pointy that the present case did not belong to a 
court of justice. This statement is still more em¬ 
phatically repeated by Gallio when he mentions 
as illustrative features of the case doctrine [Xeymy 
Engl, version: “words.”— Tb.], names (bvbpara 
represents the matter as a logomachy; the ac¬ 
cusers had doubtless occasionally mentioned the 
names Messiah and Jesus of Naxarcth)y and, “your 
law ” (v6(ios 6 sad' vyaq, i. e., specially, the Jewish 
law, not the Roman law, or any law of the coun¬ 
try). '0y*<r#e avroif i. e. t ye may yourselves in¬ 
vestigate and determine the matter. K ptrfr em¬ 
phatically precedes the other words of the clause; 
the sense is: The right to act as a judge in such 
cases, I have no wish to claim.—This conduct of 
Gallio fully agrees with his character as described 
by his brother Seneca, Qusest. Nat. IV. Prxf. 
The latter extols not only his abiHties, but also 
his disinterestedness, amiable disposition, and 
gentle manners; e. y., Coepisti mirari comitatem, et 
incompositam suavitatem.—Nemo enim morialum uni 
tam dulcis est quam hie omnibus. And thus, in 
consequence of Gallio’s purpose to confine him¬ 
self to his strictly judicial functions, and of his 
personal kindness of disposition and humanity, 
the promise of the Redeemer that no harm should 
befall the apostle, is literally fulfilled. 

Ykr. 16, 17. And he drave them, etc.—A8 
the result of the proconsul’s refusal to act, the 
accusers are at once dismissed. It is possible 
that the act of driving them away was occasioned 
by the continued and importunate representa¬ 
tions of the Jewish leaders, who would not yield 
to the proconsul’s will, until the officers of justice 
compelled them to withdraw. The same obsti¬ 
nacy may also have led to the scene described in 
ver. 17 [for the omission of the word “Greeks” 
in ver. 17, see above, note 11, appended to the 
text.— Tb.]. ITdvref, u e. t all who were present 
They were unquestionably neither Jews (as Ewald 
supposes), nor Christians, but pagans, who were 
incensed on seeing the obstinacy and undisguised 
hostility of the accusers; encouraged, as they 
were, moreover, by the refusal of the judge, these 
pagans seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the syna¬ 
gogue, and the representative of the accusers, 
and beat him. The latter was either the succes¬ 
sor of Crispus, who is mentioned in ver. 8, or hii a 
colleague (as, in ch. xiii. 15, several contempo¬ 
raneous rulers of the same synagogue, are men¬ 
tioned). It is not, however, probable that he is 
the Sosthenes described in 1 Cor. L 1, as an as¬ 
sociate of Paul (Theodoret and Ewald). The 
ruler was publicly beaten before the tribunal, 
without any interference on the part of Gallic. 
This was impartiality carried to an extreme, it is 
true, or, rather, it was undue indifference on 
Gallio’s part, for the act was an aduopyo, ver. 14, 
a personal injury inflicted on another. Luke, 
however, mentions the circumstance only as as 
evidence that the promise in ver. 10 was oota- 
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pletelj fulfilled; while no harm whatever was 
done to Paul, his accusers suffered from the blows 
of pagans. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. However painfol the parting scene described 
in ver. 6, may have been, it could not be con¬ 
scientiously avoided. The apdstle lays the whole 
harden of the guilt of those who opposed him 
and blasphemed, on their own conscience; his 
conscience—he declares—does not reproach him. 
It is probable that when he made this twofold 
declaration, the word of God in Exek. xxxiii. 8 
IT. occurred to his mind:—When the wicked man 
does not regard the warning, he shall die on ac¬ 
count of his iniquity, but his blood will not be 
required at the hand of the watchman; his 
blood, that is, his bloody death, his punishment, 
his eternal destruction, must be considered 
as altogether his own work. There is a certain 
community of life among men, established not 
merely by nature, but also by the arrangement 
and revelation of God. He, to whom office, pow¬ 
er and the word are intrusted for the benefit of 
others, is a partaker of their guilt, and is pollut¬ 
ed by their sin, unless he delivers his testimony 
with all possible earnestness. Indeed, even such 
a judicial declaration as we find in ver. 6, may 
produce a profound impression, and lead to re¬ 
pentance and conversion; such appears to have 
been the effect in the case of Crispus. 

2. Christ had “much people” in the city (ver. 
10), although the apostle, even if he knew that 
some souls had been won, saw before him only a 
comparatively small number of converts, whom 
he could individually name. “Man looketh on 
the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh 
on the heart.” [1 8am. xvi. 7]. And man can 
see only that which the present moment exhibits, 
but the Lord, to whom the future and past are 
“an eternal now,” also sees that which is to 
come. The Redeemer said: “Other sheep I 
have ” (John x. 16), although these had not yet 
heard nis voice; they did not know him, but he 
knew them. Thus Christ knows his people in 
every place, whom he has chosen, and who will 
do homage to him. “ The Lord knoweth them 
that are his.” 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

3. The conduct of the Roman, Gallio, does not 
deserve the unqualified praise which has often 
been lavished upon it. It is unquestionably true 
that he did not encourage an act of injustice in 
the case of Paul; nevertheless, he was the calm 
spectator of an act of gross injustice, and did not 
exercise his authority either by preventing, or 
by punishing it. The absolute indifference which 
he exhibited on this occasion, even renders it 
doubtful whether his refusal to listen to the ap¬ 
plication of the Jews, proceeded from the purest 
sentiments, and was the dictate of a noble char¬ 
acter. Possibly a certain love of ease and plea¬ 
sure, and the desire to be relieved from an un¬ 
welcome task, may, in part at least, have induced 
him to declare that he was not a competent judge 
in the case.—Independently, however, of his 
private motives, the principle which he avowed, 
vit., that violations of the law alone could be le¬ 
gally punished, and that doctrinal questions and 


internal religious affairs ought not to be removed 
from their own sphere, is certainly sound; it 
[should exercise a controlling influence on the re- 
jlations existing between a Christian government 
and ecclesiastical interests, and on those between 
a Christian state and the adherents of creeds and 
confessions of faith. In all cases, however, the 
principle should be practically carried out with 
a greater degree of consistency and conscientious¬ 
ness than we can discover in the present instance, 
ver. 17. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 1. Paul departed from Athens and 
came to Corinth.—How great is the mercy of 
God! Nineveh, Sodom, Corinth—no city is so 
corrupt, that He does not send preachers of 
righteousness to the people. (Starke).—Christie* 
sometimes more readily received in faith by open 
and avowed sinners, than by the learned, and 
by those who are apparently righteous. Paul 
accomplished a greater work in the wicked city 
of Corinth, than in the learned city of Athens, 
(id.).—Paul had the pleasure of changing these 
impure and sinful souls into pure brides, whom 
he conducted to Christ, and to whom he could 
afterwards say: * Ye were thieves, covetous, 
drunkards, revilers, extortioners—but ye are 
washed—sanctified—justified, in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God/ [1 
Cor. vi. 10, ll.J. Such a fact ought to strength¬ 
en our faith; it urges us to exhibit increased 
fidelity; it teaches us not to grow weary, even 
when we are dealing with the worst of men. (Ap. 
Past.). 

Ver. 2. And found a certain Jew named 
Aqnila, etc.—As Paul walked faithfully in the 
path of duty, the paternal care of God attended 
him, and, even before he reached Corinth, pro¬ 
vided a home, work, society, and an open door 
for the Gospel. The emperor banishes the Jews 
from Rome, in order that Aquila may proceed to 
Corinth, and there furnish Paul with an abode 
and support. Thus the overruling Providence* 
of God avails itself of the plans of princes, and 
of the changes which occur in the world, in 
order to provide for His children, and extend 
His kingdom. (Ap. Past.).—Paul found Aquila 
and Priscilla; this word teaches us two lessons: 

I. That the servants and children of God very 
easily, and, as it were, by a secret elective affi¬ 
nity, find, and learn to know one another, even 
in foreign lands; II. That the apostle regarded* 
these two upright persons as a precious treasure 
which he had found, from which he derived more 
real pleasure than from all the great and magni¬ 
ficent objects which he saw in the rich commer¬ 
cial city of Corinth. (From Ap. Past.).—He who 
has learned, like Paul, in whatsoever state he is, 
therewith to be content [Phil. iv. 11], can al¬ 
ways easily find a host. (Starke).—He who has 
himself experienced sorrow and affliction, knows 
how to succor them that are afflicted. (id.).— 
Paul and Aquila tn Corinth , or, “Thy ways, 0 
Lord, are wonderful, but they are ways of bless¬ 
edness:” I. The Lord had conducted each in a 
wonderful way to Corinth; (a) Paul, who re¬ 
tired from Athens as a despised witness of the 
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truth, scarcely hoping for greater success in the week, and the tanctificaiion of the sabbath — each 
wicked city of Corinth; (b) Aquila, a son of requiring and sustaining the other: I. The former 
Abraham, who was forcibly expelled from Rome, creates a hunger and thirst for the repose and 
and who sought merely a temporary shelter in the nourishment which the latter affords; IL 
Corinth. II. They were led in a blessed way, The latter imparts strength and pleasure in 
and happily found each other in Corinth; (a) doing the w ork o f the week. 

Paul, an entire stranger in that place, finds in Veb. 5. When Silas and Timotheus 
Aquila a kind fellow-countryman [Cilicia and were come - - - Paul was pressed.— A 
Pontus, both provinces of Asia Minor.—T b.] slothful servant is always ready to impose his 
and host; (b) Aquila finds in Paul not only a portion of the work on others; when Paul, on 
fellow-craftsman and companion, but also a the contrary, meets with fellow laborers, he be- 
preacher of righteousness, and a guide to eternal comes the more zealous. When a number of 
life.— Aquila 1 s hospitable reception of Paul m evangelical laborers work together in harmony, 
Corinth , or, 44 Be not forgetful to entertain stran- they encourage one another; for spiritual fel- 
gers; for thereby some have entertained angels lowship promotes the intererts of the cause of 
unawares.” (Hebr. xiii. 2): I. The command; God. Phil. ii. 22. (Quesnel).— And testified 
II. The promise. (Examples: the angel of the that Jeans was Christ. —As Paul's act of 
Lord with Abraham; Elijah at Sarepta; Jesus teaching on every sabbath is so plainly distin- 
with Zaccheus, etc.).— The Lord, providing homes guished here from that of testifying that Jesns is 
for his servants , even in foreign lands: I. Their the Christ, we may conjecture that his prelimi- 
heavenly Father accompanies them; IL They nary instructions were intended to prepare the 
find brethren and sisters; III. They soon find way fbr an awakening among Jews and Greeks, 
employment, ver. 8 ff. Still, he cannot have been long occupied with 

Ver. 8. And because he was of the same the former work, as the love of Christ constrained 
oraft [trade], - - - wrought. —Let no me- him to proclaim with boldness the fundamental 
chanic be ashamed when he is found in the truth of the Gospel. (Rieger).—He had, doubt- 
workshop, earning his bread or wages by man- less, hitherto allowed the apostolical spirit to 
ual labor; Paul was not ashamed of it. (Starke), gleam forth occasionally, but had not yet ven- 
—Let the teacher be as little ashamed of a trade, as tured to discuss the main topic fully. (Williger). 
Christ was ashamed that he was termed a carpen- Ver. 6. Your blood be upon your own 
ter’s son, or the apostles that they were fishermen, heads! — As no blood-guiltiness, in a literal 
If we could support ourselves by other means, sense, had been here contracted, the words must 
we would neither solicit favors of the ungrateful, refer to spiritual self-murder. When these peo- 
nor be troublesome to the perverse, who hate the pie rejected the life which is in Christ, they be- 
Gospel and the ministry of the word, when came guilty of spiritual suicide. (Starke).—Such 
these subject them to expense, (id.).— Paul in divine severity on the part of Paul, was due, not 
the workshop: I. His course may put preachers only to the dignity of the preached Gospel, but 
of the Gospel to shame; even if it is not at pre- also to these obstinate souls themselves; it 
sent suited to the sacred office, it nevertheless might possibly make a salutary impression on 
puts to shame (a) much ecclesiastial pride of of- them. But a carnal zeal cannot justify itself by 
fice, (A) much oarnal luxury and sloth. II. It this example. Let him who desires to say with 
affords an encouraging example to mechanics: a clear conviction, like the apostle, that he is not 

(a) Be not ashamed before God of thy trade— stained with the blood of the lost, previously ex- 
every honest calling is acceptable in his eyes; amine whether he has performed all that the 

(b) but, with thy trade, be not ashamed of thy apostle did in the case of these hardened men. 
God and thy Christianity. Even when a man per- (Ap. Past.). 

forms manual labor, he can be a servant of God, Ver. 7. Entered Into a certain man’s 
a Christian, an apostle in the family.— The Chris- house, named Justus.—Paul’s zeal was not 
tian journeyman on his travels: L The dangers en- diminished by the conduct of these obstinate sin- 
countered abroad (the temptations, the volup- ners. With the same earnest spirit with which 
tuousness, of Corinth); II. The acquaintances he parted from the blasphemers, he turned to the 
made on the road (Aquila); III. The work at little band of awakened souls; thus he perse- 
the trade, ver. 8; IV. The care for the soul (the vered in his work, and did not cause the whole 
word of God, the sanctification of God’s holy day, flock to suffer for the fault of which the great 
ver. 4). majority was guilty. Many teachers here pursue 

Veb. 4. He reasoned [discoursed] in the a wrong course, when they obey the dictates of 
synagogue every sabbath. — 44 He that is the flesh. (Ap. Past.).—His entrance into a house 
faithful in that which is least, is faithful also in which was very near to the synagogue, proves that 
much.” [Lu. xvi. 101. Even as Paul gained a he would gladly have continued his labors in the 
living by working diligently with his own hands, latter; it Ske wise bore witness aloud to the Jews 
so, too, he is equally diligent in discharging the (as the house was probably henceforth the place 
duties of his office on every sabbath. (Starke), where willing hearers assembled) concerning 
— The narrative emphatically states that the the blessing which they had rejected with scorn, 
apostle taught on every sabbath, addressing Jews (Williger). 

and Greeks, u e., all men. Such is the close at- Veb. o. And Crispus, etc.—Crispus be- 
tention with which God surveys the degree of longed to the number of those who enabled Psul 
diligence and fidelity exhibited by teachers, at least to say: **not many wise men after die 
and so precious in his eyes is that servant, who flesh,” instead of: “none at alL” 1^ Cor. L 88. 
neglects not a single opportunity, and overlooks (Williger).—We here have another instance of 
not a single soul! (Ap. Past .).—The work of the God’s care of his faithful servants. When Paul 
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turned away with a sad spirit from the blasphe¬ 
ming Jews, God opened a door for him in the 
house of Justus, in the immediate vicinity of the 
synagogue, and filled his heart with joy on see¬ 
ing the conversion of the ruler of the synagogue; 
the result was, that many of the Corinthians be¬ 
lieved in the Lord. (Ap. Past.). 

Vbr. 9. Then spake the Lord to Paul in 
the night by a vision. —Even the most emi¬ 
nent saints, and men endowed with an heroio 
faith, have had seasons of weakness, and hours 
of temptation, in which they needed encourage¬ 
ment and strength from above. For example: 
Abraham, before Abimelech; Moses, in the wil¬ 
derness; David (psalms composed in seasons of 
affliction); Elijah, under the juniper tree; John, 
in the prison; Jesus, in Gethsemane; Luther, in 
his temptations. On one occasion Luther re¬ 
marked: “Many persons, to whom I often seem 
to be cheerful in my outward appearance, suppose 
that I am always walking on roses: but God 
knows what my true condition is.” 

Vx*. 10. For I am with thee - - much 
people in this city. —What a glorious safe- 
conduct is here presented to Paul! And every 
faithfhl shepherd may avail himself of it, al¬ 
though he should be diragged before a judge, or 
great calamities should seem to impend. And 
therefore, 0 teacher, keep not silence, or the 
beams of the house will cry aloud, and thou shalt 
hereafter stand speechless before the tribunal of 
God. (8tarke).— The Lord's comforting words: 
‘Be not afraid !* addressed to His servant who trem¬ 
bles when assigned to a post of danger (Installation 
sermon): the Lord directs the attention of his 
servant, I. To His own gracious presence: *1 
am with thee 1 ; II. To the powerlessness of all 
enemies: ‘No man shall set on thee, to hurt 
thee 1 ; III. To the blessing which shall attend 
His word, although it be not yet manifested: ‘ I 
have much people in this city.'— The Lords words 
addressed to his servant: ‘I have much people in 
this city I. They admonish him, in a solemn 
manner, to be faithful to the duties of his office 
‘Feed my lambs; Feed my sheep’ [John xxi. 
5, 10]); II. They comfort and sustain him, 
when oppressed by the burdens and cares of his 
office (Say not: * I, even I only, am left.’ [1 Kings 
xix. 10]). 

Ver. 11. And he continued, etc.—Contin¬ 
ued prayer, much patience, great confidence in 
God, fervent seal—are the means by whioh the 
interests of the cause of God are promoted. 
(Quesn.).—At length Paul found repose, after 
these words of Jesus had been addressed to him, 
whereas previously, at Corinth, he had always 
seemed to himself to be a mere stranger and so¬ 
journer waiting for the intimation: ‘Now de¬ 
part.’ He had hitherto remained so long in no 
other place. (Williger). 

Vbr. 12. toe Jews made insurrection 
with one acoord against Paul. —The pro¬ 
mises of divine aid and protection in this life, 
are not to be understood as excluding the bear¬ 
ing of the cross. (Starke).—The Jews refrained 
from disturbing Paul during a year and a half, 
not because their own inclinations dictated this 
course, but in accordance with the divine pro¬ 
mise, and by the special providence of God. We 
can never trust the world—it always remains the 


same. As soon as God removes the barrier, tha 
bitter feeling that had been repressed, breaks 
forth anew. Let us give heed to this fact, while 
we enjoy the repose which God at present grants 
us. (Ap. Past.). 

Veil 18. Saying, This fellow perauadeth 
men to worship God contrary to the law. 
—We can easily persuade ourselves that any act 
which interferes with the indulgence of our pas¬ 
sions, is contrary to the law of God. (Quesn.).— 
It is nothing new that those whose errors in re¬ 
ligion are the most grievous of all, should, never¬ 
theless, accuse others of heresy. (Starke). 

Vbr. 14. And when Paul was now about 
to open his mouth, Galllo said, etc.—As the 
Lord had promised to be Himself the protector 
of the apostle, the latter was not allowed to open 
his mouth, in order to defend himself. The di¬ 
vine word of promise is the most trustworthy 
safe-conduct; it successfully claims the respect 
of the world and of the most imbittered foes. 
God shuts the mouths of enemies, as he shut 
the lions’ mouths in the case of Daniel. [Dan. 
vi. 22.]. (Ap. Past). 

Vbr. 15. But if it be a question of words 
- - - look ye to it. —It is wise in magistrates 
to refrain from judging in matters of religion 
which they do not understand. But they by no 
means exhibit a devout spirit, when they are un¬ 
willing to learn and understand what religion 
really is, or to protect believers, as their office 
requires. (Starke).—When we view Gallio as a 
pagan judge, we cannot forbear to commend the 
moderation and impartiality which are here dis¬ 
played. His course puts to shame that spirit of 
persecution and that thirst for blood, which so 
many rulers who bore the Christian name, have 
indulged, under the pretext of religion. But 
when Christian rulers refer to the present case 
as one that justifies their indifference to all re¬ 
ligion, the fallacy of their reasoning is easily 
exposed. This sinfUl Gallio-like spirit has un¬ 
happily extended in our day from the courts of 
kings (and through many judges and officers) 
even to the huts of the meanest peasants. (Ap. 
Past.). “Fulfil thy duties as a citixen, and I 
ask not what thy faith is ”; such is the principle 
which political wisdom adopts at present—but is 
it the true principle ? 

Vbr. 17. They beat Sosthenes before 
the judgment seat. And Gallio oared for 
none of those things. —This incident illus¬ 
trates the truth that the indifference of men to 
religion may easily lead them to be equally neg¬ 
ligent in the administration of oivil justice. (Ap. 
Past.).— The praiseworthy and the censurable fea¬ 
tures of Qallio's conduct as a judge , a source of in¬ 
struction for all magistrates : I. The praiseworthy 
course adopted by Gallio on ascertaining the na¬ 
ture of the charge, ver. 12-15; he dismisses the 
Jews, as their complaint exclusively referred to 
a disputed point of religion. II. His censurable 
oourse, when the Greeks [see Exeo. note on ver. 
16, 17. — Tr.] proceeded to acts of violence, ver. 
16, 17 ; here he betrayed indifference and un¬ 
fairness. When ecclesiactical difficulties call for 
a decision on the part of the government, the lat¬ 
ter is bound to distinguish between that which is 
above the law and that whioh is contrary to the 
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law, and to condemn the guilty party, whichever it 
may be. (Lisco).— The pagan Gallio, not a suitable 
model fora Christian judge: for the latter should, 
I. Forbear to oppress the conscience or to inter¬ 
fere with the religious rights of men, but he 
himself should have a conscience and religion; 
and, II. Refrain from judging in matters of 
doctrine and faith, but should protect men of 
every creed against violence and ill treatment. 

On the whole section, ver. 1-17.— The task 
assigned to the evangelical ministry : “ Compel them 
to come in ” fLu. xiv. 28] : it is to be performed, 
L With noble self-denial; Paul supports himself 
by the labor of his own hands; ver. 1-8, and 
eomp. 1 Cor. ix. 1 ff.; II. With unwearied seal 
—a zeal that seizes every opportunity for doing 
good, ver. 4, delivers the message of salvation 
alike to all, ver. 4, is constantly enkindled anew 
by the Spirit of God, ver. 5, and exhibits Jesus 
to all men as the Christ, ver. 5; III. With un¬ 
shaken courage in the presence of adversaries, 
ver. 6 ff. (Lisco).— Solemn admonitions and divine 
consolations , addressed to the heralds of salvation : 
I. The solemn admonitions; Speak—and hold 
not thy peace—even though thou mayest give 
offence, ver. 9; but let thy conduct agree with 
thy words, ver. 2-4. II. The divine consola¬ 
tions : I am with thee—and no man shall set on 
thee, to hurt thee. I have much people in this 
city, ver. 10. He who perseveres, shall receive 
a heavenly crown; oomp. 2 Cor. ii. 14 ff. (Lisco). 
— With what degree of confidence can we go forth 
and preach the Gospel to the heathen t I. The Lord 
commands: Speak, and hold not thy peace; II. 
The Lord comforts: I am with thee, and no man 
shall set on thee, to hurt thee; III. The Lord 
promises: I have much people even in this hea¬ 
then city. (id.).— The decisive word in the preach- 
er's mouth: * Jesus is the Christ ,’ ver. 6. It de¬ 
cides, I. As to the spirit in which he speaks— 
whether it be the spirit of man's wisdom, the 
spirit that prompts men to court popularity, or 
whether it be the Holy Spirit of the Lord; II. 
As to the state of the hearts of the hearers; 
some oppose and blaspheme, others believe and 
are baptized; Christ is the rock, on which those 


- •- 

that fall, shall be broken, but which is the firm 
support of others, ver. 5-8; III. As to the result 
of h is labors; Paul had previously neith er borne the 
cross of his office at Corinth, nor experienced its 
blessing ; he now meets with both—the cross of 
Christ, ver. 6, and the blessing of Christ, ver. 9 
-11.— Paul in Corinth, or, 44 When I am weak, then 
am I strong," 2 Cor. xii. 10: I. The apostle was 
weak, (a) externally; he was an unknown stran¬ 
ger, a poor artisan, opposing with the foolishness 
of the preaching of the cross [1 Cor. i. 18], both 
the vices of the splendid city of Corinth, and the 
prejudices and hatred of his Jewish brethren; (h) 
internally; he was conscious of his weakness; 
and, possibly, still depressed by his limited suc¬ 
cess in Athens, he delays to proclaim the funda¬ 
mental truth, viz., that Jesus is the Christ. But, 
II. The apostle is strong in the power of the Lord; 

(a) internally; the Lord renews his apostolical 
courage, and awakens in him the spirit of a bold 
witness, by the arrival of beloved fellow-laborers, 
and, in a still higher degree, by the consolations 
of His Holy 8pirit, and the revelation of his per¬ 
sonal and gracious presence, ver. 5, 9, 10; ( b) 
externally: he is strong in the contest with his 
adversaries, whose sin the apoBtle throws back 
on their own heads, ver. 6, and whose mouth 
the Lord Himself shuts, ver. 10 ff.; he is, more¬ 
over, strong in consequence of the growth of the 
congregation, which, in increasing numbers, 
gathers around him, ver. 7, 8, 10, 11.— [Paul at 
Corinth: I. The difficulties which he encounter¬ 
ed ; (a) the notorious vices of the heathen popu¬ 
lation : (6) the religious prejudices of the Jews, 
ver. 6, 18; (e) his own insufficiency, 1 Cor. ii. 
8; 2 Cor. it 16. IL The grounds of his hope 
of success; (a) the results of his previous labors; 

( b) the power of divine truth, Rom. i. 16; 1 Cor. 

ii. 2-4; 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6; (c) the special revela¬ 
tion and promise, ver. 9, 10. IIL The result of 
his visit; (a) personal experience of the divine 
favor, ver. 2, 6, 7, 8, 12 ff.; 2 Cor. xii. 12; (5) 
the conversion of large numbers, ver. 8; 2 Cor. 

iii. 2; (c) the permanent establishment of a 
Christian congregation, 1 Cor. L 5-7; 2 Cor. ix. 
2 .—Tr.] 


0 . —RETURN 07 THE APOSTLE, THROUGH EPHESUS AND JERUSALEM, TO ANTIOCH. 

Chapter XVIII. 18-22. 

18 And [But] Paul after this [om. after this] tarried there yet a good while [con¬ 
siderable time], and then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into [to] 
Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having [ , after he had] shorn his head 

19 in Cenchrea: for he had a vow. *And he [But they] 1 came to Ephesus, and [he] 
left them there:* but he himself [oro. himself, abrdq] entered into the synagogue, ana 

20 reasoned [discoursed] 8 with the Jews. * [But, Jr] When they desired Aim to tarry 

21 longer time with them, he consented not; * But bade them farewell [took leave of 
them (as in ver. 18)] 4 , saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in 
Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you [saying, I will return unto you [om. the 
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22 intermediate word**], if God will. And he sailed from Ephesus. *And when he 
had landed at [And having come to] Cesarea, and gone up, and saluted the chureh, 
he went down to Antioch. 

* Ter. 19. a. The plural Kar^vnrrar is found in four uncial manuscripts [A. B. E., and Ck>d. Sin.], whereas the singu¬ 
lar, Kanjrrw* [of text. rec.\ occurs only In two [O. H.; also Tulg.]. The singular undoubtedly corresponds to the style of 
the narrative in the context [verbs and participles in the singular, especially «car<Aiir<v], but, precisely on that acoount, 
would not have been changed [by copyists] into the plural, if it had been originally employed. [D. has xarlmjo-ac. L&ch., 
Tisch., and Alf. adopt the plural.— Tr.] 

* Ter. 19. b. [In place of airrov after xaWAurrv, of text. rtc. from B. 0. H., ixtl is found in A. D. E., and Cod. Sin., and 
is substituted by Lach. and Born.; Alt retains avrov, regarding excl as an alteration to the more usual word, and Meyer 
adopts the same view.— Tr.] 

* Ter. 19. c. [In place of fiteAlg#!}, of text. rtc. from E. G. H., Lach. and Tisch. adopt 8it\J(aro, from A. B., and Ood. 
Bin^ which, however, Alf. regards as a later correction to the more usual form; comp. ch. xvii. 2.— Tr.] 

4 Ter. 21. a. Not less than four uncial manuscripts [A. B. D. EL; also Cod. Bin.] exhibit [in place of axtrdfaro avrotf 
«iirwK, of text ree.] the following: awora^dfityof teai tiirwv, according to which construction, the direct narrative is not re¬ 
sumed till at the word ; only two manuscripts, of the ninth century, viz.: G. H. read iwerafa to, which is an easier 

construction [and is hence regarded as probably a later correction of the original participle; the latter is,accordingly, 
adopted by Laich. and Tisch. Alford retains the verb of the text. rtc. here, aud also the sentence which follows (Act - - ‘bp; 
see next note), and thinks that the variations in this place were occasioned by the omission of that sentence; Meyer (3d 
ed.) is also inclined to recognize the reading of the text. rtc. as genuine.— Tr,] 

4 Ter. 21. b. The entire sentence: Act fit warn** ri)v eoprrjy rr/y ep^ofiimjy trooprai tie ‘IvpocrdAvpa, is omitted in four 
important ancient manuscripts, viz.: A. B. K., and Cod. Sin., as well as in nine minuscules, and in several ancient versions 
[Tulg. etc.], whereas it is found in D. G. H., [and is inserted in text. rtc.\ The whole sentence, like so many other inter¬ 
polations in Tint Acts, seems to have been inserted [suggested, as some suppose, by ch. xx. 16] at a later period, because 
the terms: weL\tv - - 0Aokt<k [if immediately succeeding ctirwv] seemed to be too brief or abrupt. Mill and Bengal, andi 
after their day, Grieebach, Heinrichs, and Kuinoel, took exception to the sentence, believing it to bo an interpolation, and 
Lach. and Tisch. [and also Born.] have rejected it. [The manuscripts vary considerably In the entire verse. Alford says 
that no imaginable reason for the later insertion can be assigned, and, like Meyer, believes that the omission may be ex¬ 
plained by assuming that arafiAe in ver. 22 had been misunderstood by copyists and translators; they could And no Im¬ 
mediate and explicit mention of such a journey to* Jerusalem; whereas avafiae really indicates (see Bxxa. note on ver. 22) 
the journey up to Jerusalem, not up from the shore into the city of Cesarea, and xaW/Si) informs us that Paul went down 
from Jerusalem to Antioch.—T r.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vrr. 18. a. And Paul-tarried-yet a 

good while.—* AiroraotTco&ai rcvi , vaUdicere ali- 
cuL He embarked at Cenchrea, which was the 
eastern port of Corinth, on the Saronic Gulf, near¬ 
ly nine miles [seventy stadia] distant from the 
eity; the western port was called Lechmum. 

b. Having shorn his head in Cenchrea. 
—This act of shaving the head, and the vow con¬ 
nected with it, however brief the terms are in 
-which they are mentioned, and, indeed, proba¬ 
bly because they are so slightly mentioned, have 
given rise to much discussion. With regard to 
the first particular, the question arises: Who 
shaved his head? Paul, or Aquila? The name 
of the latter confessedly stands immediately be¬ 
fore Kziphfizvog, and the circumstance attracts at¬ 
tention that it is placed after that of his wife 
[whereas, in ver. 2 and ver. 26, it precedes Prig- 
cilia’s name.—T r.]. Some interpreters have 
hence inferred that Luke adopts the order of the 
names found in the present verse for the purpose 
of more distinctly pointing out that Ketpdfievoc 
refers to Aquila. [This argument acquires ad¬ 
ditional force, when it is remembered that the 
comma usually inserted in the printed text after 
'AiwAaq, is simply a modern addition to it, and that 
the most ancient uncial manuscripts exhibit no 
marks of punctuation, nor even spaces between 
the words.—T r.]. But it is remarkable that 
Priscilla’s name in a similar manner precedes 
that of her husband in Rom. xvi. 8 and 2 Tim. 
iv. 19; the reason may be, that her personal cha¬ 
racter and acts gave her a more prominent posi¬ 
tion; she may have possibly labored in the 
Christian cause with more intelligence and with 
greater zeal than her husband. If this point be 
admitted, the order in which the names of this 
married couple occur here, can afford no aid 
when we seek for an answer to the question 


stated above. [Meyer observes that Paul may 
have been influenced by certain considerations 
in mentioning Priscilla first in these two pas¬ 
sages, but that such could not have been the cash 
with Luke , in preparing his narrative, since, 
elsewhere, ver. 2 and ver. 26, he first names 
Aquila.— Tr.]. Besides, the very nature of the 
case, and also the form of the narrative, plainly 
exhibit Paul as the principal person, and assign 
a subordinate position to Aquila and his wife, so 
that it is by far the most natural course to refer 
the words Kttpdfievoq - - - evxfp> to the apostle; 
and, indeed, what significance could this state¬ 
ment have, if it referred to Aquila? [It may 
be replied, that the incident was, in truth, of lit¬ 
tle importance, if it referred, not to Paul (comp, 
xv. 1 ff.), but to Aquila, who had at a compara¬ 
tively recent period embraced the Christian 
faith, and that, on this account, Luke so slightly 
mentions it, as Lechler himself concedes at the 
beginning of this note; the whole notice, accord¬ 
ingly, assumes the character of a parenthesis 
attached to the name of the person to whom it 
refers.— Tr ]. It hence follows that xeipdfievoq 
must be understood as referring to Paul. This 
is the view adopted, for instanoe, by Augustine, 
Erasmus, the Reformers, Bengel, and more re¬ 
cently, Olsbausen, Neander, de Wette [who, how¬ 
ever, speaks with some doubt.— Tr.], Baumgar- 
ten, and Ewald [also, Alford, Hackett, and Alex¬ 
ander.— Tr.]. On the other hand, the word is 
referred to Aquila already by the Vulgate [iV. 
et Aquila , qui sibi totonderat\ and this is regard¬ 
ed as the correot interpretation by Theophylact, 
and, subsequently, by Grotius, Kuinoel, 8chneok- 
enburger and Meyer [also, Wieseler, Niemeyer 
(Char. d. Bibtl. I. 120. ed. 1830), and Howson 
(Conyb. and Howson: Life , etc. of St. Paul. I. 
463). —Tr.]. One of the principal motives, 
which, whether expressly stated or not, has usu¬ 
ally influenced those who adopt the latter view, 
may be found in the circumstance that this ex- 
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tenuri Jewish ceremony [catting of the hair], 
and also the tow, seem to them to be inconsistent 
with the liberal views of the apostle of the Gen¬ 
tiles. [Not a trace can be found—says Meyer 
—indicating that Paul ever “became as a Jew 
unto the Jews ” in such a sense, as making vows. 
—Tb.]. This argument, however, possesses no 
weight, if our view of the liberal sentiments of 
the apostles, is derived, not exclusively from the 
imagination, bat from facts. But the purpose 
for which this act of shaving the head was per¬ 
formed, can be considered only in connection 
with the next point—the vow. 

c. Por he had a vow. —The cutting off of 
the hair was connected with a vow, and, indeed, 
was done in consequenoe of it (elx* 7&P wxvv)* 
But this expression itself is also indefinite in its 
character. Nothing whatever is said respecting 
either the nature of the vow, or the time of the 
cutting off of the hair—whether at the beginning, 
when the vow was made, or after the expiration 
of the time, when the vow was fulfilled. It was, 
at an earlier period (Wetstein, and others), sup¬ 
posed that the vow was that of a Nazarite. The 
individual, in this case, allowed his hair to grow 
during a specified period, in honor of God; the 
hair was cut off, at the expiration of the period, 
and thrown into the sacrificial fire. But these 
facts do not explain the present case, for the 
Nazarite could not be released from his vow, un¬ 
less he presented himself in the temple, that is, 
in Jerusalem [whereas here Cenchrea is men¬ 
tioned]; and the assertion that Jews who were 
travelling, were not bound by this regulation, 
has never been sustained by satisfactory evi¬ 
dence. And the assumption that the Nazarite- 
ship had been interrupted in this case by somfe 
Levitical uncleanness, and was now renewed by 
this shaving of the head, can claim no attention, 
as such a renewal likewise could take plaoe only 
in the temple (Numb. vi. 9 if.). Hence we may 
infer that this shaving of the head had no con¬ 
nection with the vow of a Nazarite, and that the 
present passage does not speak of any Levitical 
vow, closely connected with the temple. At all 
events, it appears from all that we learn from 
other sources respecting this subject, that the 
shaving of the head coincided, not with the as¬ 
sumption, but with the fulfilment of a vow, since 
it was the custom of the Hebrews to out the hair 
from time to time, when its growth was too 
rapid. [Hebsoo: Encyk . V. 484]. According 
to this view, e\%c would have the sense of: “ he 
had had ” [but see Wineb: Or. N. T. $ 40. 8.— 
Tb.]. —Still, the occasion which led to this vow, 
and its precise character, cannot be determined, 
and the conjectures which have been hazarded, 
lead to no satisfactory conclusions [all which 
seems to sustain the view of those who suppose 
that the vow was a private and comparatively 
unimportant personal affair of Aquila, and not 
one whioh Paul had made.—T b.1 
Vbb. 19-21. And he [But they] oame to 
Ephesus. —This is the first occasion on which 
Paul, who was returning from his second mis¬ 
sionary journey, visited Ephesus. This an¬ 
cient and celebrated city, the capital of Ionia, 
was also, at that time, the capital of proconsular 
Asia; it maintained an extensive commerce, and 
soon became the Christian metropolis of Asia 


Minor. Aquila and his wife remained here, 
when the apostle left the city; KariXvmv simply 
anticipates this fact [and avrbf & is not intended 
to imply that they did not accompany Paul, when 
he proceeded to the synagogue (de Wette).— Tb.]. 
Before his departure, he endeavored to exercise 
an influence on the Jews, whose synagogue he 
visited; he was so successful, that they desired 
to retain him for a longer period among them, 
but, m he was anxious to proceed to Antioch, he 
could not comply with their request; he gave 
them, however, the promise that he would re¬ 
turn, and soon afterwards, according to ch. xix. 

1, he fulfilled it. [Lechler here ascribes Paul's * 
refusal to remain at that time, to his desire to 
proceed to Antioch: he regards the words: “I 
must - - - in Jerusalem," which assign a differ¬ 
ent reason for his refusal, as an interpolation; 
see note 6, appended to the text above. Those 
who receive this sentence as genuine, generally 
suppose, with Wieseler ( Chron. d. AposL) that 
the feast of Pentecost is meant. Ewald suggests 
the Passover; but the data do not enable them 
to decide the point with entire confidence.— Tb.] 
Vbb. 22. And when he had landed at 
Cesarea.—Some of the earlier commentators, 
e. g. % Calovius, Kuinoel, etc., supposed that avafMf 
referred to Cesarea [see x. 1], in the sense that 
Paul ascended from the beacn to the city, which 
was situated on higher ground. But it is not 
conceivable that Luke, who here (ver. 19-22, in¬ 
clusive) relates the facts in so summary a man¬ 
ner, and who had already said: kuteX^uv elf K<u- 
odpeiavy (which remark undoubtedly refers to the 
city itself, and not merely to the coast and har- , 
bor), should now pause in order to give special 
prominence to the circumstance that Paul as¬ 
cended from the water to the higher ground on 
which the city lay. Moreover, the expression 
KaripTf elf ’Avn<5*e«xp, would be inappropriate, if 
it referred to Cesarea, since Antioch was situated 
in the interior of the country [xi. 20], at a dis¬ 
tance of nearly twenty miles from the Mediterra¬ 
nean, and was, consequently, more elevated than 
the sea-port Cesarea. But the same expression 
is perfectly appropriate, and corresponds to the 
usual phraseology of the Book of the Acts (comp, 
[xi. 27, and] xv. 2: avajkdvetv ,, descKptive of 
the journey from Antioch to Jerusalem), if we 
assume that Jerusalem is the terminus ad quern for 
avafii if, and the terminus a quo for Karipi ?; and 
this interpretation appears to be indicated by * 
eKKhjola (kot' kfoxfo [i. e., the mother-church of 
Jerusalem, net the church at Cesarea], without 
if oboa y ch. xiii. 1.). 8U11, it is an erroneous opi¬ 

nion which Meyer entertains, when he represents 
avap&f as necessarily referring to Cesarea, if the 
sentence in ver. 21: del fu - - ‘I eqof. [see above], 
is assumed to be an interpolation; for the consi¬ 
derations just presented, retain their weight, even 
if that sentence is omitted. [Recent commenta¬ 
tors almost unanimously adopt the view here pre¬ 
sented, t. e., that avafi&f describes a brief visit to 
Jerusalem; but this interpretation apparently 
demands the recognition of the sentenoe: 6ei pe 
etc., as genuine, although Lechler does not here 
concede that point.—-T b.].—I t is, however, re¬ 
markable under all circumstances, that in this 
portion of the narrative, Luke exhibits such bre¬ 
vity and haste, and especially that he so slightly 
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—with only five words—refers to a visit of Paul 
to Jerusalem, simply stating that he saluted the 
church. It eannot be doubted that Paul remained 
only a short time with the mother-church. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

The vow, which is involved in an obscurity that 
will never be removed, was unquestionably made 
in the spirit of evangelical liberty; the motive 
which led to it, was furnished, as we assume, by 
a special circumstanoe, of which no record has 
been made. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

• 

Vrr. 18. And Paul—tarried there yet a 
good while. —Paul remained during this long 
period in Corinth, partly, for the purpose of mi¬ 
nistering to that “much people” (ver. 10) which 
had been indicated to him by the heavenly ap¬ 
pearance, and, partly, for the purpose of availing 
himself, as far as it was practicable, of Gallio’s mo¬ 
derate course, and laboring for the kingdom of 
Christ. (Rieger).— For he had a vow.— Pay 
thy vows imto the Mott High! [Ps. 1. 14] : I. The 
vows which we are permitted to make; (a) none 
that are unevangelical—with a view to serve God 
in this way by dead works, and to purchase his 
grace; (6) but the vows, in the heart, of repent¬ 
ance, of faith, and of new obedience. II. The 
manner in which we are to pay them; (a) by 
doing all that is possible, with conscientious zeal; 
(b) by humbly disclaiming all personal merit. 

Ver. 19. He came to Ephesus—entered 
into the synagogue—reasoned with the 
Jews. —The society of his most beloved bret hren 
was not so attractive to him, as to induce him to 
interrupt his intercourse with the people who 
were so hostile to him, or to discontinue the ef¬ 
forts which he had already made for' their con¬ 
version. Here he presents a model, as a servant 
who labors not for himself, but for his Lord and 
blaster Jesus. He is always willing to be him¬ 
self scorned and oppressed, and it is his only aim 
to glorify his Saviour. 

Ver. 20. Desired him to tarry longer— 
he consented not. —He furnishes us with an 
instructive example, in maintaining an inter¬ 
course with brethren. He was connected with 
the believers by tender bonds of love, and yet he 
did not blindly obey them; he refused to comply 
with a request, which did not seem to him to ac¬ 
cord with the mind and will of the Lord. This 


example should teach us that we ought not to 
yield to every wish even of beloved brethren and 
devout souls, but that we should love God and 
the Saviour even more than the brethren, and 
obey the divine will, rather than the will of any 
human being. (Ap. Past.).—“He that loveth 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me.” Mtt. x. 87. 

Ver. 21. I must by all means keep this 
feast that cometh at Jerusalem (according to 
Luther’s version [and the English Bible.—T r.]). 
May God grant even to us such an earnest zeal 
in pursuing our journey to the heavenly Jerusa¬ 
lem, and may He teach us to oppose this holy 
“ I must ” to all the allurements of the world and 
of our own flesh! (From Ap* Past.).— I wiU re¬ 
turn - - - if God will. —He was as prompt and 
humble in submitting to the will of God, as he 
was' heroic in pursuing his prescribed course. 
He was a lion in his contest with the world, but, 
like a lamb, obeyed the voioe of his Lord, (id.) 

Ver. 22. When he had - - - gone up, ana 
saluted the church, he went down to An¬ 
tioch. —As the mention of his departure from 
Jerusalem is so closely oonnected with that of 
the salutation, we may conjecture that on this 
occasion also, he found no suitable field of labor 
in that city. (Rieger.) 

4 / mutt work while it it day 1 [John ix. 4]— the 
motto of the ambattadort of Chrttt: I. Where do 
they work? Wherever the Lord shows a way, 
and opens a door; II. How do they work? With 
unwearied zeal, and yet with humble attention 
to every intimation of the Lord; III. For what 
do they work? Not for their own glory and gain, 
but, in every place, for the kingdom of God, and, 
accordingly, for the salvation of men.— The long - 
tng detire for Christian fellowship: I. How strong 
it was in Paul! It induced the apostle, who was 
himself so richly endowed, and who had received 
such an abundant measure of grace, to proceed 
from a distant point, to Jerusalem; II. How great 
its strength should be also in us! (Lisoo.l.— Paul 
as a traveller , a model as a servant of Goa obeying 
the divine t mil: I. The hatred of no enemies inti- 
midates him, when the Lord sends him, ver. 19; 
II. No fraternal love restrains him, when the 
Lord calls him away, ver. 20; III. Noplace is 
too distant for him; he hastens thither, when the 
Spirit draws him, ver. 21; IV. No place is too 
pleasant to him; he departs, when the Lord no 
longer requires his services in it, ver. 22.— 4 / 
must go up to Jerusalem ’—the watchword of the pil¬ 
grim of God: it enables him to resist every temp¬ 
tation—in sorrow and in joy—whether it pro¬ 
ceeds from friend or from foe. 
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THE ACTS OP THE APOSTLES. 


SECTION IV. 


THE THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY OP THE APOSTLE PAUL: TO ASIA MINOR, MACE¬ 
DONIA, AND GREECE; HIS RETURN TO JERUSALEM. 

Chapter XVni. 23—XXI. 16. 

A.— first part or this journet: the labors and bxpxbiencks or thb apostlb nr asu koob, 

SPECIALLY AT BPHB8U8. 


Chapter XVTIL 23—XIX. 41. 

J L Commencement of the journey, and visit to the churches tn the interior of Asia Minor, 


Chapter XYIII. 23. 

23 And after he had spent some time there, he departed, and went over aU the conn- 
try of Galatia and Phrygia in order [travelled in succession through the Galatian 
territory and Phrygia], strengthening all the disciples. 

{ II. Intermediate narrative concerning Apollo », and his labors tn j Ephesus and Corinth, 
Chapter XVIII. 24-28. 

24 And [But] a certain Jew named Apollos, borti at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and 

25 mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. *This man was instructed in the way of 
the Lord: and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things 

26 of the Lord [diligently concerning Jesus 1 ], knowing only the baptism of John. *Aod 
he [this man, out6<;, ( as in ver . 25)] began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom 
when Aquila and Priscilla 1 had heard, they [synagogue. But A. and P. having heard 
him] took him unto them , and expounded [explained] unto him the way of God* more 

27 perfectly [thoroughly]. *And when he was disposed [But as he wished] to pass into 
Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to [the brethren encouraged him 
(to go), and wrote to the disciples that they should] receive him: who, when he was come, 
helped them much which had believed through grace [greatly helped, through grace, 

28 them who had believed]: ♦For he mightily convinced the JewB, and that publicly 
[For he publicly convinced the Jews with power], shewing by [means of] the Scriptures 
that Jesus was Christ 4 [that Jesus is the Christ]. 


i Ver. 26. The reading *Iiprot/ Is sustained by the oldest manuscripts [A. B. D. E. and Cod. Sin.], as well m by a number 
of mlnnscules and versions [Vulg. etc.]: whereas only the two later manuscripts, G. and H., exhibit tov cvptov [of tat. 
ree.]. The change was made by those who supposed that the reading ‘Iiproii was Inconsistent with the fret stated in the 
clause: hrurra^crof - - - (See Exxe. note; Lach., Tisch., and Alf. r ead 'Iifvoi.—T bl] 

* Ver. 28. a. The transposition Up. sol Ax., is sustained by only some of the authorities, whereas this order, which is 
found in ver. 18, is there sustained by all the authorities; the same order here, ver. 26, seems to have been copied from 
▼er. 18. [The text. rec. reads A. xal II., with D. G. H.; hut A. B. E., with Ood. Sin. and Vulg. transpose the names, 
and this order, vie., □. x«u A. is therefore adopted by Lach., Tisch., and Alf. Meyer receives the order of text, ree-, and, 
with Lecbler, believes that it was altered by copyists to suit ver. 18.—T&.J 

* Ver. 26. b. [row 94ov is inserted before otov in text. rec. from G. H. Lachmann reads, with A. B., rrjr 666r row 0cov<— 
E. exhibits r. 66. r. xvptov, as in ver. 25, and so Vulg. ( Domini , in the printed copies; Dei, in Ood. Amiatinos.). On aocooat 
of these variations, Tisch., Boru., and Alf., with whom de Wette concurs, prefer the simple reading 666v, but ars sus¬ 
tained only by D. Meyer prefers Lachmann’e reading, which, as it now appears, U found also in Cod. Sin.—Tn.] 

* Ver. 28. [For was Christ (Tynd., Cranmer., Geneva), the margin of the Engl. Bible proposes: is the Christ Theorig- 

- Inal is : tlvai to v Xpurrdr ’Iij <rovv; comp, notes 5 and 6, appended to xviii. 1-17, text. — Tn.] m 


EXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 23. He departed. —[“A chapter might 
conveniently have been begun here, at the open¬ 
ing of Paul’s third foreign mission.” (Alex.).— 
Tn.]. This third missionary journey (about A. 
D. 64 or 66), was, precisely like the second, at 
first directed only to congregations which had 
already been formed. It will be noticed that 
Galatia and Phrygia alone are named, and that 


no mention is made of Pisidia, Pamphylia, tad 
Lycaonia. It cannot now be determined whether 
the names of these provinces are omitted, simply 
for the sake of brevity, or whether Paul at this 
time really visited those congregations only which 
had been established during his second journey 
in Galatia and Phrygia. [“Ko^e^f implies— 
taking the churches in order—as they lay in his 
route” (Alf.); this is also the view of Alex, sad 
Hack.; but the position of the word in the sea- 
tence rather seems to imply that Paul went first 
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to Galatia, and afterwards to Phrygia.—T b.].— 
The names of those who accompanied him, are 
not stated here, but we learn from ch. xix. 22, 
that Timotheus and Erastus must have travelled 
with him. 

Ver. 24. a. And a certain Jew.—Before 
Luke mentions the arrival of Paul at Ephesus, 
and describes his labors in that city, he intro¬ 
duces the present narrative concerning Apollos. 
Baumgarten suggests that its interest and impor¬ 
tance are due to the circumstance that Apollos 
had become the substitute and representative of 
Paul in Corinth. But the place which this epi¬ 
sode occupies, rather indicates that Luke’s atten¬ 
tion was directed to Ephesus, and that he de¬ 
scribed the appearance of Apollos in that city, 
as it occurred not long before the arrival of the 
Apostle himself. 

t Apollos is an abbreviation of ' AiroTA&vtJos, 
which is, indeed, the reading found in Cod. Can - 
tab rig. [or Bezm, marked D.—Tr.]. He was a 
native of Alexandria, and a Jew by birth and 
education. [“Alexandria was the great seat of 
the Hellenistic language, learning, and philoso¬ 
phy (see ch. vi. 9). A large number of Jews 
had been planted there by its founder, Alexander 
the Great. The celebrated LXX. version of the 
Old Test, was made there under the Ptolemies. 
- - A masterly exposition of the Scriptures by a 
learned Hellenist of Alexandria formed the most 
appropriate watering (1 Cor. iii. 6) for those who 
had been planted by the pupil of Gamaliel.” 
fAlf.).—T r.]. He was an eloquent man 
\?Jyioq means both learned and eloquent; as the 
main fact, however, viz., that he was learned in 
tho Scriptures, is specially mentioned, the word 
is to be here taken in the latter sense). As his 
knowledge of the Scriptures is represented as 
having been very great (dwarbq b r. yp., i. e., it 
constituted his strength), it is quite probable 
that, as an Alexandrian, he was indebted both 
for his skill in the interpretation of the Old 
Testament, and for his eloquence, to the school 
of Philo. 

Vbr. 25, 26. This man was instructed.— 
With regard to the Christian knowledge of Apol- 
loe, Luke describes him as a man acquainted, to 
a certain extent, with the way of the Lord, 
that is, with the divine plan of salvation, or the 
divine purpose to enlighten and redeem Israel, 
and, indeed, all mankind, through the Messiah. 
(«6p.of cannot here refer to Jesus of Nazareth, 
but must be understood of God the Father.) 
Still, he needed more precise explanations and 
instructions respecting the way of God, ver. 26. 
His deficiency is thus described by Luke: brurr. 
pbvov rd /?. I. The word hrUrrac&ai does not here 
literally mean: expertum we (Grotius), but, in 
accordance with the ordinary usus loquendi: to 
know, to know objectively , and to thoroughly ae to 
be qualified to teach. It is, at the same time, to be 
understood, for obvious reasons, that Apollos had 
received merely the baptism of John; and he 
had, perhaps, been instructed by some of the 
disciples of John. He had, accordingly, not yet 
been baptized in the name of Jesus, and, in con¬ 
nection with this circumstance, without doubt, 
lacked the knowledge both of the orucified and 
risen Redeemer, and of the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. [Comp. xix. 2. Alford says: “ He knew 


and taught accurately the facte respecting Jesus, 
but of the consequences of that which he taught, 
of all which may be summed up in the doctrine 
of Christian baptism, he had no idea.”—T r.]. 
Notwithstanding all these deficiencies, the man 
was filled with a glowing zeal and an enthusiasm 
which prompted him to make every sacrifice, and 
constrained him to speak (Ziuv). Hence he 
spake and taught (eXdXei, referring to conver¬ 
sations and private intercourse; edidaoKe , to for¬ 
mal didactic discourses) concerning Jesus with 
accuracy (axpipibg may Aean: ezacta cura et dili- 
gentia , but it may alsQ mean: exacte; the former 
in a subjective, the latter, in an objective sense 
[the former referring to the subject or person, 
the latter, to the object—the matter.—T r. ]. But 
as hKpiftog cannot be taken in a different sense 
from that of aKpifttorepav in the following verse, 
the objective sense claims the preference, al¬ 
though the accuracy cannot have been absolute, 
but only relative or limited. It was in this man¬ 
ner that Apollos spake and taught concerning 
Jesus; he even began to speak in the synagogue, 
and, indeed, with boldness. Then Aquila and 
Priscilla, who had heard him speak, faithfully 
exerted themselves in his behalf; they perceived 
alike these favorable traits, which were so full 
of promise, and also the deficiencies which still 
remained. These wants they endeavored to sup¬ 
ply by imparting to him a more thorough, com¬ 
plete, and profound knowledge (aKpifUorepov 
e££tf.) of the way of God. It was obviously one 
of their objects to convey to him a more tho¬ 
rough knowledge of the Person and the Work of 
Jesus Christ. 

Ver. 27, 28. a. And when he was dis¬ 
posed [But as he wished] to pass into 
Achaia. —This wish which Apollos entertained, 
after he had made further progress in know¬ 
ledge by means of those private instructions, 
may have been prompted by two considerations. 
A feeling of delicacy may have restrained him, 
after reoeving such large accessions of know¬ 
ledge, from presenting himself again in public 
as a teacher, in the same Bpot, in which his pre¬ 
vious teaching had been, in various respects, 
marked by crudeness and deficiencies. It is, 
further, possible that the information which 
Aquila and his wife had communicated to him, 
respecting the congregation in Corinth, may have 
directed nis attention to that city. We learn, 
indeed, from ch. xix. 1, that he proceeded to that 
place, although in the present passage the name 
of the entire province, Achaia, is introduced, of 
which Corinth was the political capital, nporpe- 
rjfdpevoi is referred by Meyer, after the example 
of Luther and others [e. g. t Engl, version; de 
Wette, Alf.; Hackett,], to the patrol in Achaia, 
i. e., wrote, exhorting them. This is incorrect, as 
irpoTpcijf. precedes kypai\>av ; the former word re¬ 
fers to Apollos himself [as its object], and means: 
ad cunum incitare, instigare , ut progrediatur , [i. e., 
they exhorted or encouraged Apollos.— Tr.]. 
This is the interpretation of Chrysostom, and 
has been adopted by Erasmus, Grotius, Bengel 
[Calvin, Howson (Conyb. and H. II. 81, and, ap¬ 
parently, J. A. Alexander.—T b.]. Tnere is no 
ground for maintaining [with Meyer and others] 
that avrdv should, in that case, have been insert¬ 
ed, since that word is obviously to be understood 
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as indicating the object.—The letter addressed 
by the Christians of Ephesus to those of Corinth, 
was the first (Christian) letter of commendation 
(cTicroX i) ovoraruefj ), [and is, possibly, alluded to 
in 2 Cor. iii. 1. (Hackett).—Tn.] 

A Whan he (Apollos) was come, he af¬ 
forded efficient aid to the converts at Corinth 
(ovfifldtejoual tivi frequently occurs in classic 
writers in the sense: prosum, adjuvo.). A id r. 
xdpiToc, as a more definite specification, belongs 
to owe(3. iroAf [so Calvin, Ben gel, Grotius, Kui- 
noel, Olsh., Meyer.—Tn.1, and not to irtrnor. as 
de Wette [followed by Alf.: Howson; Hackett, 
and, apparently, J. A. Alex.—Tn.] understands 
it. For Luke’s attention is here directed to 
Apollos and his labors, not to the Corinthian 
Christians: the sense of Sid r. xtymKi then, is: 
for the aid which those Christians received from 
Apollos, they were indebted to the grace of God, 
which was with him. The fact stated in ver. 28, 
is introduced by ydp, and is intended to furnish 
the evidence of that gracious influence which 
strengthened Apollos: he refuted the arguments 
of the Jews with great power, and with entire 
success ( tvrdvGx;, in tent is omnibus virium nervis). 
The words StaKargXtyxrro (middle voice) r. ’loud, 
is to be thus understood: the evidence which he 
furnished of his assertion, in opposition to the 
Jews, was complete and decisive [“he argued 
them down.” (Alf.).—Tn.]. The word dffgootg 
[the antithesis of which (Xen. Hiero. 11. 9) is 
id up. (Meyer).—T b.] is, probably, not to be taken 
in a restricted sense, as if the synagogue alone 
had been the scene of the conflict; at least, other 
terms are employed in such cases, e. g., ver. 26; 
ch. xix. 8: it rather seems to refer to scenes oc¬ 
curring in public places. The statement here 
made respecting the nature and character of the 
labors of Apollos, fully agrees with the remarks 
of Paul himself in 1 Cor. ch. 1—ch. 4. Paul 
had planted, Apollos watered; the latter had not 
laid the foundation, but he built thereon (1 Cor. 
iii. 6, 10), that is, forwarded the work which 
had already been commenced. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Although the knowledge which Apollos pos¬ 
sessed, was still defective and incomplete, he la¬ 
bored and taught with comparative thoroughness 
and success. He was fitted for this work, partly 
by his natural gifts and his education in a pre- 
Christian school (probably that of Philo), and, 
partly, by his knowledge of the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament, combined with a knowledge con¬ 
cerning Jesus which was, at the time, of a some¬ 
what limited extent But it is his glowing zeal 
which specially claims consideration; it impelled 
him to teach and to labor.—Even a light that is 
dim, is, nevertheless, a light ; and he who faith- 
folly applies a few talents that are intrusted to 
his care, shall receive more. The heart that is 
sincerely and earnestly devoted to the cause of 
truth, may not indeed bear in itself the full and 
sacred fire of the Spirit who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, but it is at least capable of 
being ultimately guided into all truth j]John xvi. 
18]. There is a difference between him who, as 


a beginner, and from the necessity of the case, 
holds a low rank, and him, who, by his own 
fault, recedes from Christ. 

2. It is an instructive chrcumstanoe that a man 
like Apollos, who became so important and influ¬ 
ential in the apostolical age, should have in fact 
been prepared for his office as a teacher by 
Aquila and Priscilla—a plain married pair—and 
have been indebted to them for his thorough 
knowledge of the positive truths of Christianity. 
Those two persons formed an accurate judgment 
of his personal character, and of the rich fruits 
which his gifts, when rightly applied, would 
produce, but they also perceived at once the 
points in whieh his knowledge was defective. 
They were the persons who initiated him more 
completely into a knowledge of Christian truth, 
although he was unquestionably superior to them 
in intellectual power and in learning. They af¬ 
forded him their aid when he proceeded to 
Corinth, and contributed their share in assign¬ 
ing to an important post a man who was precise¬ 
ly fitted for it. Thus two persons here present 
themselves, who belong to the laity, one of whom, 
moreover, is a woman, of devout sentiments, pos¬ 
sessing a full and practical knowledge of Chris¬ 
tian truth; and they perform a work, which, 
according to our long established usages, be¬ 
longs to theological seminaries and ecclesiastical 
authorities. The whole fact is itself an evidence 
of the common priesthood of believers in the 
apostolic age. It also illustrates in a striking 
manner the relation between causes and effects 
in the kingdom of Christ. The apostle Paul had 
become connected by certain ties with Aquila 
and his wife in Corinth, and had probably be« 
the instrument of their conversion. After having 
had further intercourse with him, and, undoubt¬ 
edly, after having obviously grown in grace, 
they accompanied him to Ephesus. Here they 
became acquainted with Apollos. took a deep in¬ 
terest in him, and imparted to him a more com¬ 
plete knowledge of Christian truth. And now, 
Apollos, after being thus prepared by these two 
persons, who were the apostle’s friends, proceed¬ 
ed to Corinth, and there entered the apostle’s 
field of labor. Thus the streams of divine 
grace widely diffuse themselves, and the bless¬ 
ings which they impart to one individual, extend 
their benign influence to others. The seed is 
carried in different directions, and the evidences 
of its vitality and productive power, are appa¬ 
rent in many spots, but the hand of the Lord of 
the ohurch controls every movement and every 
result. 

8. If Apollos greatly promoted the internal 
growth of the Christians at Corinith, ver. 27, 
the whole was a gift of grace [see Bxbo. note, 
ver. 27, 28, b.—T r.]. Whenever men obtain 
positive advantages and the blessing of God, 
these are to be ascribed, not to the natural abi¬ 
lities of any individual, not to the school in 
which he was trained, not to the persons who 
communicated to him a thorough knowledge of 
Christian truth, not to his own enthusiasm, and 
his own personal zeal, but to the operations of 
the grace of God. Neither he that planteth, nor 
he that watereth, is any thing,but God that giveth 
the increase. [1 Cor. iii. 7]. 
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HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Tn. 28. Went over - - - Galatia - - - 
strengthening all the disoiples. —There are 
many whose whole attention is absorbed in the 
work of awakening men. But when they neglect 
that of strengthening and establishing awakened 
persons, or pay no further attention to the latter, 
and do not fan the spark when conversion begins, 
all their work and labor are totally in vain. (Ap. 
Past). 

Ybr. 24-26. Apollos. —He furnishes a very 
beautiful illustration of the combination of the 

f 'fts of nature and those of grace, in a teacher. 

He was eloquent, by a natural gift, ver. 24 ; 
II. Mighty in thq Scriptures—to which circum¬ 
stance his natural eloquence owed its power and 
valne; III. Instructed in tl»i way of the Lord, 
ver. 28—having advanced fr m a mere acquain¬ 
tance with the letter of the Scriptures, to a 
Christian knowledge of God’s plan of salvation, 
although that knowledge was at first imperfect; 
IV. Fervent in the Bpirit—filled with a noble zeal 
in employing the knowledge which he had ac> 
quired, by laboring tor the extension of the king¬ 
dom of God; V. In possession of an admirable 
quality, rarely found in combination with so 
many gifts, namely, docility—he earnestly de¬ 
sired to be conducted by Aquila and Priscilla— 
two plain, practical Christians—to a more pro¬ 
found acquaintance with Christianity.— Apollo *, 
a model as a Christian teacher: the teacher should 
be, L Learned—in human art and science, but, 
specially, in the Scriptures; II. Apt to teach [1 
Tim. iii. 2]—a quality which is not identical 
with natural eloquence, but, preeminently, de¬ 
pends on the presence of holy zeal and love 
(“fervent in the spirit”); III. Willing to learn 
—so that he may continually advance in know¬ 
ledge, not only by his own personal studies, but 
also by the lessons which, in an humble Bpirit, 
he receives* from Christians who are endowed 
with spiritual life.— An eloquent man. —Elo¬ 
quence is a noble gift of God, when it is properly 
employed, whether in ecclesiastical or in secular 
affairs; but when it is abused, it is like a sword 
in the hand of a madman. (Starke).— Mighty in 
the Scriptures. —It is not the mere knowledge 
of the literal sense of the Scriptures, but a blessed 
experience of the power of divine truth in the 
heart, by which a teacher becomes mighty in the 
Scriptures. (Ap. Past.).— Instructed in the 
way of the liord; every Christian should be so 
instructed, especially the teacher; otherwise, he 
is a blind leader of the blind. (Starke).— Being 
forwent in the spirit, he spake. —When the 
teacher’s own heart is filled with the love of 
Jesus, and burns with the fire of the Holy Ghost, 
the flame extends, and enkindles the hearts of 
others. (Ap. Past.).—But it is very sad when the 
fire expires with the hour, and zeal is laid aside 
with the manuscript; in such a case, the preacher 
is a lifeless stock, receiving neither spirit nor 
power from Christ. (8tarke).— Knowing only 
the baptism of John. —At different periods, 
in the history of the Christian Church, particu¬ 
larly when a new and important advance was to 
be made, or a new development of the kingdom 
of God was approaching, teachers have arisen 


who have, not unaptly, been oompared with John 
the Baptist. They were appointed to direct the 
attention of men to new events which were at 
hand, and to a new life, in comparison with 
whioh the present state was that of death. But 
such a new order of things, they were not of 
themselves competent to establish. They stood 
at the door of the new ecclesiastical era of the 
Church, and the bright light which they diffused, 
enabled their disciples to see the entrance, but 
they were not able to conduct the latter into the 
interior. It was necessary that these disciples 
should look beyond their teachers, and fix their 
eyes on Him who is the sole and true Teacher. 
An illustration is furnished in the case of the dis¬ 
tinguished Schleiermacher. (Williger).— Aquila 
and PriaciUa - - - took him - - - more 
perfectly. —He who truly knows Jesus, is com¬ 
petent to give scriptural instruction even to the 
most learned man. (Ap. Past.).—It is a sign of 
an humble spirit, when a man, however learned 
he may be, is willing to learn still more from 
another, although it should be from a plain me¬ 
chanic. (Starke).—Paul’s first Epistle to the 
Corinthians shows that the believers at Corinth 
were 44 much helped” by Apollos. “Whether 

Paul, or Apollos-all are yours. ” (l Cor. iii 

22). In such terms the apostle, wno was a 
stranger to envy, expressed the joy with which 
he surveyed the noble gift of Apollos, who co¬ 
operated with him in conducting this beloved 
congregation in the way of salvation. 

Vbr. 27. Helped them much whioh had 
believed through graoe. —With all his noble 
gifts and his ability, it was only through grace 
that he helped them [see Exbq. note on ver. 27, 
28, b. Tr. 1. It is solely by graoe that the word 
produces fruit and imparts spiritual life. (Ap. 
Past.). 

Ver. 28. Convinced the Jews, and that 
publicly, shewing by the Scriptures. —In 
the schools of science, a mathematical demon- 
stration is regarded as the most convincing of 
all; in the church of God, no demonstration is 
more worthy of confidence than one that is taken 
from the Holy Scriptures. (Starke).— Apollo #, an 
illustration of the truth , that learning and mental 
culture may greatly promote the interests of the king - 
don of God. (Lisco).— The circumstance* under 
which a high degree of mental culture can render 
services to the kingdom of God: I. When true faith 
constitutes its foundation, ver. 25; II. When it 
closes no avenue to additional light, ver. 26; III. 
When it is judiciously exhibited, ver. 27, 28. 
(id.).— On growth in Christian knowledge: I. It is 
necessary in the case of every one, even though 
he already possesses rich gifts, ver. 24; II. It is 
regularly maintained, in the case of the humble 
and docile, ver. 26 ; III. It results in rich fruits 
—in blessed acts which extend the kingdom of 
God, ver. 27, 28.— Apollos m Alexandria (ver. 24), 
and Apollos in Ephesus (ver. 26); or, The high 
school of secular learning , and the humble school of 
religious experience: I. The knowledge acquired 
in the former; II. The knowledge acquired in 
the latter alone .— The blessed progress which Apollo* 
made ; or, 4 Whosoever hath, to him shall be given, 
and he shall have more abundance' [Mt. xiii. 
12] : I. What did Apollos possess ? Not only fat 
a noble talent—natural gifts, ver. 24, but also (6) 
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an honest seal in employing that talent—by learn¬ 
ing, and by teaching, Ter. 28; U. What was 
given to him, so that he had more abundance ? 
(a) To his knowledge was added the fall light of 
the knowledge of Jesus Christy ver. 26; (6) to 
his labors was added the omnipotent power of 


divine grace, Ter. 27, 28.— Pant and ApoUet, two 
different, and yet two bleesed instruments of the Lord; 
I. The material of which, IL The manner is 
which, ILL The purpose for which, the Lord pre¬ 
pared these two instruments. 


| IIL Arrival of the apoetle Paul at Ephesus. He meet* with certain disciples of. John, whom he 
conducts to the full grace of Osrist. 

Chaptik XIX. 1-7. 

1 And [Bat] it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul haying passed 
[travelled] through the upper coasts [districts] 1 came to Ephesus; and finding 

2 [found] 1 certain disciples, *He [And] said unto them, Have ye received the Holy 
Ghost since ye believed ? [Bid ye receive the Holy Ghost, when ye became be¬ 
lievers ?] And they said [But they replied]* unto him, [No,] We have not so much 

3 as heard whether there be any [a] Holy Ghost. *And he said unto them [om. unto 

4 them 4 ], Unto what then were ye baptized ? And they said, Unto John’s baptism. *Then 
said Paul [But Paul said], John verily [indeed, /t£v] baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which [who] 

6 should come after him, that is, on Christ [om. Christ*] Jesus. *When they heard fAu, 

6 they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. *And when Paul had [om. bad, 
ImftivTos] laid hie hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake 

7 with tongues, and prophesied. *And [But] all the men were about twelve.* 


l Ver. 1. a. [The original is jUpy, L parts. On the word eoo sis, see note 8, appended to the text of ch. xiiL 
—Te.1 

•Ver. 1. b. Tlach. and Lach. [and A If.], in accordance with A. B.‘[Cod. 8in. orecr], some minuscules, and Vnlg. okoi 
the reading (in ver. 1) cvpvtr, and in ver. 2, hv4r n [found in A. B. D. K. God. Sin.J, whereas the .mailing e i rp wr [d 
toot. rec. from £. Q. U.l is evidently a coiriectural emendation. 

• Ver. 2. cIvof[ of text. rec. from 0. H.] is wanting in several Important manuscripts [A. B. D. B. Cod. Bin-1 and its 
spurious addition to the text. [Omitted by recent editors.—Ta.J 

• Yer. 3. The reading vpbt a stow [of text rec. from G. BL] is also spurious. [Omitted in A. B. D. Vulg n tad bjrs- 
oent editors.—Cod. Sin. reads: fi 3d diver* Bit n .—Ta.] 

•Ver. 4. Xpwntir before ‘Iqcovr, is found only in the two latest uncial manuscripts, and is undoubtedly spurious. 
[Omitted Id A. B. E. Cod. 81n; Vulg., and by Lach., Tisch., and Alf.—D. reads simply rfir Xp.—Mfir, after *I««rrw to o»it* 
ted in A. B. 1). Cod. 8in., but found in E. G. H; it is rejected by Lach., Tfsch n and Boru., bat retained by AIL, who, tots 
Meyer, believes that it was dropped, because no corresponding fid occurs in the words which Paul pronounced. But thass 
interpreters who regard ver. 6, as the continuation of Paul’s address, find the correlative fid in that verse.—Tm.] 

• Ver. 7. [For the Hebraistic fiesafido of text rec. from G. H., and found also in some minusenlea, fathers, etc. lath. 
Tisch., and Born, read twfieca, from A. B. D. B. Cod. Bin., minuscules, Qtc. AIL retains the less usual form of the test nc. 
-TE.J 


EXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

-Vml 1-8. a. And it came to pase. —The 
hvortpuai fxiprj are the interior regions, such as 
Galatia and Phrygia (oh. xviii. 28), which were 
more elevated than the sea-coast on which Ephe¬ 
sus was situated. On a former occasion Paul 
had been forbidden by the Holy Ghost to labor 
on the western coast of Asia Minor, and when he 
returned from his second missionary journey, the 
visit whioh he paid to Ephesus was very brief. 
He was now permitted to remain during a much 
longer period in that city, and the divine blessing 
attended his labors. 

b . Finding oertain disciples. —Luke ap¬ 
plies to the men of whom he here speaks, the 
term fia&ijT&c, i. e Christians, unquestionably 
employing it in a wide sense. The apostle must 
have been induced by certain circumstances 


which he had noticed, to doubt whether theae 
men had received the gift of the Holy Ghost it 
the time of their conversion. [“Not, as Engl 
version: Have ye received, etc., but: Did ye «- 
ceive the Holy Ghost when ye became behecent' 
This translation or interpretation of Alford, if 
fully adopted by Alexander and Hackett.—Tx]. 
He accordingly addressed the question to them 
in direct terms. And yet this question, especial¬ 
ly the word irurrtixjQvre$ [“which can bear so 
meaning than that of believing on the Lord Jes*»” 
(Alf.).— Tb.] evidently presupposes that in point 
of fact they are Christians already. The word 
a?J£ f with which their answer begins, implief 
that it is given in the negative, as if it began 
with “ No!” [The negative is absorbed by 
comp. 1 Cor. vi. 6; x. 20; John vii. 48,48. 
(Wink: Gram. 2 68. 7.).—Tn.].—They proceed 
even further, and without reserve declare that 
they did not ascertain from report, and still leaf 
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from personal experience, whether-a Holy Ghost 
exists. [“Here, again, not, as Engl, version: 
ve have not heard —but: we did not Hear , at the 
time of our conversion, etc.” (Alf.). Both here 
and in the former case, aorists are used.—T r.]. 
Now the Holy Ghost in the answer must obvi¬ 
ously be used in the same sense in which it oc¬ 
curs in the question, that is, the Holy Ghost as 
the gift of God in Christ, and as a Christian com¬ 
munication of the same to men. The meaning 
cannot be that they had at no time heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit of God. Those who re¬ 
ceived the baptism of John, must necessarily have 
also had a knowledge of God and of the Messiah, 
and, no doubt, likewise of the Spirit of God. 
We are, moreover, constrained to regard these 
disciples as Jews by birth; the silence of Luke 
respecting their Jewish descent certainly does 
not prove the contrary. Their own expressions 
do not in any manner suggest a pagan origin, and 
no traces whatever exist, which indicate that the 
number of the disciples of John had received ac¬ 
cessions from the Gentile world. 

c. Unto what then were ye baptised ? 
This question can have no other meaning than 
the following: 4 To what then did the baptism 
which ye received, refer?' The answer plainly 
shows that these men had not yet obtained clear 
views of the general subject. It is very true 
that they do not say: elf rdv 'Iodwyv ; such a 
reply, indeed, would have been inconsistent with 
the humility and the whole character of John 
the Baptist. And yet we cannot assume (as 
Meyer seems to do) that the men distinctly meant 
the following: 4 We were baptized unto that which 
constitutes the nature and purpose of John's bap¬ 
tism, namely, repentance, and faith in the Mes¬ 
siah who was coming. Such was the case in 
point of fact, and these disciples were, without 
any doubt, baptized unto the (unknown) Mes¬ 
siah; still it would seem that their general con¬ 
ceptions of the subject were not clear, for Paul 
would not otherwise have given them preliminary 
instructions on this point, ver. 4. No facts are 
recorded which sustain the conjecture of Wet- 
stein that these men had been instructed by 
Apollos, before he was himself made more tho¬ 
roughly acquainted with Christianity. 

Vie. 4-7. o. John verily baptised. — Paul 
describes the nature of the baptism of John in 
brief but expressive terms: It imported—he 
says—only a change of mind; it was simply a 
baptism of repentance, combined with the obli¬ 
gation to believe on Him who should come after 
John. 'Iva is not to be taken here in a strict 
sense, as if it implied a purpose or design , or 
meant: John baptized - - - m order that they 
might believe. (Meyer). The expression tva mo- 
reiaua^ ver. 4, stands, on the contrary (in ac¬ 
cordance with the process by which concise ex¬ 
pressions in the Greek language were resolved 
or weakened in the progress of time), for the in¬ 
finitive, and merely states the subject to which 
the words and exhortations (Uyuv) of John re¬ 
ferred. [8ee this point—that the writers of the 
N. T. sometimes employed 2va, where according 
to the rules of Greek prose writers, a simple in¬ 
finitive (pres, or aor. but not perf.) might have 
been expected—established, in Winbb: Gram . 


N. T. i 44. 8.— Tr.]. When Paul adds the 

words: that is, on Jesus, ver. 4, he connects 
the fulfilment with the promise, and testifies that 
although the baptism of John was not yet in point 
of fact a baptism unto Jesus, it nevertheless re¬ 
ferred in its very nature to none other than to Him. 
In consequence of this declaration, these disciples 
of John were now baptized unto Jesus, as the 
Lord. (Elf rd bvofia, that is, unto faith in Him, 
and the confession of Him.). [See the Doctb. and 
Eth. views which are subjoined.— Tr.] 
b . It is not here distinctly stated whether the 
apostle himself, or another person, administered 
the rite of baptism. It seems probable, how¬ 
ever, that the latter was the case, because the 
imposition of hands is expressly attributed to 
PauL As the result of this act, which was per¬ 
formed after the administration of full Christian 
baptism, the persons baptized now received the 
Holy Ghost, whose operations were made mani* 
fest, when they spake with tongues, and when 
the inspired utterances of their souls were 
heard. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. These disciples of John, even before they 
receive that which is strictly Christian baptism, 
and before they advance to a full knowledge, and 
to the confession, of Jesus, are, nevertheless, 
already regarded as disoiples that is, as Chris¬ 
tians. Luke terms them fiatirrrai, and Pahl as¬ 
sumes that they are already baptized and con¬ 
verted. These circumstances show that even in 
the apostolic age there already existed a under 
[as well as a narrower] circle of the discipleship 
of Christ, that is, of the'Church. It is not the 
Christianization of entire nations, and still less 
is it the combination of ecclesiastical and political 
relations, which lead to a division of the Church 
into a narrower and a wider circle; the cause is 
rather to be sought in the general fact of the ex¬ 
tension of Christianity. The true boundaries of 
the two circles are determined exclusively by the 
relation in which men stand to the Person of 
Jesus Christ himself. Whoever is united with 
Him in spirit and in heart, by grace on the one 
hand, and by faith on the other, belongs to the 
narrower circle of His people. But he whose 
relation to the personal Redeemer is only distant, 
and, indeed, only external, belongs to the wider 
circle. 

2. This is the last occasion on which the results 
of the labors of John the Baptist are mentioned in 
the New Testament. The extent of his labors, 
and the period during which their influence was 
felt, may be estimated, when we consider the 
fact, that in the Hellenic, commercial city of 
Ephesus, and about the year A.D. 55, or about a 
generation later than John himself, as many as 
twelve of his disciples suddenly present them¬ 
selves, who, it is true, now become members of 
the church of Christ, but who had previously not 
advanced beyond John and his baptism. They 
had, indeed, rather retrograded, which is often 
the case with any tendency, when a long period 
of time passes by, and the original author of 
that tendency has passed away, and when, at the 
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same time, no pure and living medium of com¬ 
munication (like the Scriptures and the Holy 
Ghost in the church of Christ), is retained. It 
may be remarked, besides, that the most satis- 
factory evidence of a willingness to make progress 
and to seek the truth, is found in the circum¬ 
stance that these twelve men voluntarily received 
the baptism unto Jesus, and that the remaining 
disciples of John abandoned their distinctive cha¬ 
racter by entering the church of Jesus Christ, 
instead of resisting grace and truth in its fulness, 
and obstinately maintaining the position which 
they had previously held.—We simply add, in 
one word, that the so-called Christians of John 
(Mandeans) in Mesopotamia, have no historical 
connection whatever with John the Baptist; that 
name they never apply to themselves; it was only 
introduced by Christian travellers and learned 
men: see Hirsog : ReaUEneyk ., art. Mendder. [VoL 
IX. 818-524.—T*.] 

8. The administration of Baptism in the case 
of these disciples of John, has been the oocasion 
of many doctrinal discussions. The Reformers 
(Calvin and Beza), and later Lutheran theolo¬ 
gians felt themselves constrained to interpret 
ver. 5 in such a sense, that it could afford no aid 
either to the views of the Anabaptists, on the one 
hand, or, on the other, to the dogma of the Coun¬ 
cil of Trent, according to which there was an 
essential difference between the Johanneic and 
the Christian baptism. In opposition to the 
Anabaptists, Calvin unfortunately adopted the 
expedient of interpreting verse 5, not of the bap¬ 
tism of water, but of the baptism of the Spirit, 
so that verse 6 simply tarnishes an additional 
explanation of the meaning of ver. 5. But ver. 

6 undeniably refers to the baptism of water. 
This circumstance, however, affords no aid to the 
opponents of infant baptism. The twelve men 
were baptized a second time, not because they 
had been baptized as children, but beoause the 
baptism which they had received, was not the 
full Christian Baptism—a circumstance which 
does not in the least degree sanction the repetition 
of Christian baptism. And with respect to the 
Romish canon, viz., that the baptism of John did 
not possess an efficacy equal to that of the bap¬ 
tism of Christ, no considerations derived from 
the Scriptures can be advanoed against it; only 
doctrinal prejudices can lead to the opinion that 
the baptism of John differed taom the baptism of 
Christ, not in its very nature, but only in certain 
accidental features. Now as that opinion is con¬ 
tradicted by the passage before us, its advocates 
offered violence to ver. 6, by representing it as 
a part of Paul's address to the twelve men which 
begins in ver. 4 [see note 6 above, appended to 
the text—T b.]. It is not necessary to offer a 
refutation of such an interpretation. The twelve 
disciples had, at all events, not been baptised 
unto the Person of Jesus, and it was necessary to 
supply this want. The Holy Spirit is also given, 
but only in Jesus Christ, and for the sake of 
Christ. The true baptism, and, accordingly, 
fellowship with the Redeemer Himself, and not 
the imposition of hands, i. e., the apostolical sanc¬ 
tion (as Baumgarten assumes), constitute the 
conditions on which the gift of the Spirit depends. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vn. 1. Paul came to Ephesus, and find¬ 
ing certain disciples.—Paul would not so 
often have found, if he had not so diligently 
sought. He that seeketh, findeth. The blessing 
of God always attended him, because his whole 
heart was devoted to His cause.—Although these 
people were still very feeble with respect to ex¬ 
perience and knowledge, the Holy Spirit never¬ 
theless numbers them already among the drndpln. 
Even a beginner in religion deserves to rooms 
this noble name, if he only possesses in the ^ycs 
of God a heart that earnestly desires salvation. 
A pastor should take special interest in soefa 
souls. They are the children whom we should 
cherish with the fidelity of a nurse. [1 These, il 
7]. (Ap. Past.).—The course of some Christians 
of more reoent times, who recognize no Chris¬ 
tianity as genuine and true, unless it appear* in 
its perfect and complete development, mani fi sto 
neither much love, nor much knowledge, and it not 
the course which the apoatle adopted. (Menken). 

Via. 2. Have ye received the Holy 
Ghost?—This was the theme of all the inquiries 
which the apostle addressed to the men. He 
endeavored to satisfy his own mind by various 
questions respecting the nature and progress of 
their conversion, and to ascertain whether their 
religious experience was of that thorough kind, 
which is the result solely of the indwelling of the 
Holy Ghost in man. But all their replies amounted 
simply to the following: ‘We know nothing asyet 
concerning the Holy Ghost.’ (Williger).—Aad 
would not many disciples of our own day, whose 
Christian knowledge and Christian walk most, to 
a certain extent, be admitted, be compelled, if they 
honestly and sincerely replied to the same interro¬ 
gation, to oonfess: ‘We know nothing asyetees- 
cerning the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of repentance, 
of regeneration, of adoption, of liberty, of love’! 

Vxb. 3. Unto what then wers yo baptised? 
—Every Christian should daily address this ques¬ 
tion to himself; for “every one has much to loan 
and to practise with respect to baptism during 
his whole life, seeing that it is necessary for 
him at all times so to labor and strive that he 

may firmly believe all that baptism promises and 

offers, namely, the victory over the devil and 
death, the forgiveness of sins, the grace of God, 
Christ in his fulness, and the Holy Ghost with all 
his gifts.” (Luther). 

Vxb. 4. Then Paul said, etc.—With what 
reverence the apostle here speaks of John! He 
does not attempt to depreciate that servant of 
God, but refers to the divine offioe which hs held 
in his day, and shows that if men did not derm 
advantage from it, the cause oould not be attri¬ 
buted to John. Sueh was the proper courts; it 
is not well when one teacher despises sad dis¬ 
parages another. (Ap. Past.).—After this point 
of time, no further mention of John the Baptist 
is made in the New Testament. Here at length 
he wholly gives place to Christ. (Bengd). 

Vxb. 6. Whan they heard this, they wen 
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
—Previously to the completion of the work of*®* 
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demption, the baptism of John as a baptism unto 
Christ* as unto Him who was to come, was the 
true baptism. But after Pentecost, the true bap¬ 
tism is a baptism unto Christ, referring to Him 
who has appeared—a baptism into Christ as into 
Him who is now present; and the intermediate 
work of his forerunner has ceased.—“Hence the 
baptism of John is no longer yalid. If any man 
should say: * I baptise thee with the baptism of 
John the Baptist for the forgiveness of sins, ’ he 
would not rightly baptise. For John’s baptism 
was simply a precursor or herald of the forgive¬ 
ness of si ns. We should, on the contrary, simply 
say: 4 All thy sins are forgiven thee through the 
presence of the Lord Jesus Christ; I baptize thee 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Gh^t. That is, I take all thy sins 
away, and do not send thee to another, as John 
has done. ’ But John was obliged to say: < Pre¬ 
pare yourselves; receive Him who will give you 
the* Holy Ghost in baptismf and bring to you the 
forgiveness of sins.”* (Luther).—Those were re- 
baptized, who had received tne baptism of John, 
because he was not the foundation of our right¬ 
eousness and the giver of the Holy Spirit, but 
merely the herald of the Spirit and of the saving 
grace which Christ, as the sole foundation and 
author of our righteousness, soon afterwards ac¬ 
quired for us. (Justus Jonas.).—It is true that 
he who comprehended the full and real meaning 
of the baptism of John, as of the forerunner of 
Jesus, did not need a new baptism as a follower 
of Jesus Christ. But whenever John was re¬ 
garded as the head of a sect, and his baptism as 
a ceremony, the latter could neither be con¬ 
sidered, nor oould it operate, a9 a Christian bap¬ 
tism. (Rieger, and Ap. Past.). 

Vbr. 6, 7. And when Paul laid his hands 
-twelve.—These twelve men, in whose be¬ 
half the apostle prayed, and whom he blessed 
while laying his hands upon them, were endowed 
with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. They were a 
new band of disciples, appointed to be the seed 
of the church of God in Asia; and they resembled 
the twelve apostles, who had also previously been, 


in part, the disciples of John, and had, only after 
the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, become true 
disciples of Christ, and the living seed of re¬ 
generation for the whole world. (Williger). 

(On Veb. 1-7.) Si. Paul, our teacher in pastoral 
life; I. His pastoral labors had the proper ex¬ 
tent ; II. They exhibited the corresponding dili¬ 
gence and zeal; III. They were guided by true 
wisdom. (Leopold).— Unto what then were ye bap¬ 
tized t I. Unto God the Father—then, ye have 
received the adoption as sons of God; II. Unto 
God the Son—then, ye have redemption in him 
through his blood; III. Unto God the Holy Ghost 
—then, ye have become the temple of God. 
(Leonh. and Sp.).— The resemblance of many Chris¬ 
tians among us, to the disciples of John at Ephesus: 

I. Wherein it is seen, ver. 1-4; II. The religious 
experience which such Christians therefore need, 
ver. 6-7. (Lisco).— That they, too, belong to our 
number, who still occupy a lower grade of divine 
truth: I. Who are they? II. How can they be 
considered as, nevertheless, belonging to our 
number? (id.). —Have ye received the Holy Ghostt 
—the question considered as a test applied to all 
who call themselves disciples of Jesus. For it 
is only by the power of the Holy Ghost that, I. 
Our faith demonstrates its life and power, ver. 2; 

II. Our baptism, the blessings which it conveys, 
ver 8, 4; III. Our tongue, its consecration to the 
service of the Lord, ver. 6.— Unto what then were 
ye baptized t —the question viewed as a solemn 
admonition addressed to all baptized persons. It 
reminds them, I. Of the divine foundation of bap¬ 
tism: Jesus Christ, ver. 4 , 6; II. Of the sacred 
duties which flow from baptism: repentance and 
faith, ver. 4; IIL Of the blessed fruits whioh 
proceed from baptism: the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, ver. 6 .— The twelve disciples of John, and 
the twelve disciples of Jesus, or, ‘ One is your Master, 
even Christ ,’ [Mt. xxiii. 10]: I. Human masters 
may transmit their words; Christ alone can im¬ 
part his Spirit; II. Human masters may teach 
the elements; Christ alone can conduct to the 
goal; III. Human masters may establish schools; 
Christ alone can found a Church. 


( IV. Other labors of the Apostle, who taught, and wrought miracles , in Ephesus . 

Chapter XIX. 8-20. 

8 And [But] he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly fbr the space of three 
months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom or God [boldly, 
and, during three months, discoursed concerning the kingdom of God, and sought to 

9 persuade]. *But when divers [some, rcvc?] were hardened [hardened themselves], 
and believed not [and were unbelievers], but spake evil of that [and reviled the, n)v] 
way before [in the presence of] the multitude, he departed from them, and separated 
the disciples, disputing daily [discoursing day by day] in the school [lecture-room] of 

10 one [of a certain] 1 Tyrannus. *And [But] this continued by the space of [during] 
two years; so that all they which dwelt in [all the inhabitants of] Asia heard the word 
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11 of the Lord Jesus [om. Jesus*], both Jews and Greeks. ♦And God wrought speciil 

12 miracles [wrought not inconsiderable works] by the hands of Paul: *So that from his 
body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons [So that they laid* handker¬ 
chiefs and aprons from his skin on the sick], and the diseases departed from them, and 

13 the evil spirits went out 4 of them. ♦Then [But, dd] certain of the vagabond Jews, 
[of the wandering Jewish] exorcists, took upon them [undertook] to call [name] over 
them which [who] had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjnre [I 

14 adjure 6 ] you Dy [the, rbv] Jesus whom Paul preacheth. ♦And there were seven sons 
of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so [But there were several 

15 sons of Skeuas, a Jewish chief priest, seven of them, who did this, touto]. *And 
[But] the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I knov {ywtfoxw ], and Paul I know 

16 [and of Paul I have knowledge, Mffrafiat ]; but [ye,] who are ye f ♦And the man in 
whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them [overpowered both*], 
and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house n&kefLand wounded. 

17 *And this was [became] known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and 

18 [a] fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. ♦And many 
that believed [many of those who had become believers] came, and confessed, and 

19 shewed their deeds [declared that which they had done]. ♦Many of them also which 
used curious arts [But many of them who had observed'superstitious practices] brought 
their [the, rdc] books together, and burned them before [in the presence of] all men: 
and they counted [computed] the price [purchase-money] of them, and found it fifty 

20 thousand pieces of silver [found that it was fifty thousand in money]. ^So mightily 
grew the word of God and prevailed [mightily the word of the Lord 7 grew and pre¬ 
vailed]. 


> Ver. 9. rtrtff after Tup. ia wanting in several mannacrlpts, it ia true fin A. B.; aiao Cod. Sin.], bat it is quite pro¬ 
bable that the word was dropped [bj copyists. It is found in D. E. G. H. Vulg. It is omitted by Lach., Tfeeh, sad 
Alf.—T r.] 

* Ver. 10. 1i}9o£ after Kvpiov is supported by only one uncial manuscript [by G M whereas It is omitted ii A.B.D.1 
H. Cod. Sin. Vulg.; hence it is dropped by recent editors generally.—Tiul 

* Ver. 12. a.-diro^«p. is as fully sustained [by A. B. E. Cod. Sin.] as trufxp. [which is found in D. G. H.1; the former, 
moreover, could more easily have been changed into «ri$. than the reverse, and is, therefore, to be regarded as the genu¬ 
ine reading, [airo^. was probably changed to of text. rec.. in order to suit m r. defer. (Meyer and Alf.); IacIt. Inch, 
and Alf. accordingly read dvo^; but Schols and Born, retain iwufr. —Ta.] 

« Ver. 12 b. [For i£4px*<r0ai of ttxb. rec M which is the “ more usual word for the going out of evil spirits ** (Alf., from 
Meyer), and which occurs in G. II., recent editors substitute ixwo peveofeu, from A. B. D. E. Cod. Sin.—'Aw* avrir, inserted 
immediately after the verb in text. rec. from G. H., is omitted in A. B. D. E. Cod. Sin. Vulg., and ia dropped by recent edi¬ 
tors as a supplementary insertion.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 13. Apsufi* is by far better supported [by A. D. E. (B. is doubtfal); Cod. Sin. Vulg.lthan the plural o*m£aptv; 
the latter was substituted for the singular in order to correspond to dwexstpqwo v — \4yoyre*. [The singular is adopted by 
recent editors generally.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 16. aft+orlpvr before urxvwcr ia better sustained [namely, by A. B. D. Cod. Sin.] than wvrwv [of text rec. from 

O. H. (Vulg. ms.). “The weight of MSS. evidence for this reading (aM^orepmv) is even surpassed by Its internal probabi¬ 
lity, etc.” (Alford).—Ta.]. Later copyists substituted avrwr for because the narrative does not elsewhere state that 
only two of the sons were connected with the transaction. If had not been the original reading, it would undoubt¬ 
edly never have been inserted, adopted by Lach., Tisch., Born., AIL, etc.—Ta.l 

1 Ver. 20. [The text. rec. exhibits syoiov with A. B. Cod. Sin, etc., and this reading is retained by Lach., Tlach^snd 
AIL—D. E. exhibit 0«oO in place of it. The Engl, version here deviates from the text. rec. y and follows the ordinary text 
of the Vulg. (Dei); Cod. Amlatlnua, however, exhibits Domini.— Ta.] 


EXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 8. And he went into the syna¬ 
gogue. — He continued to labor for three 
months. Daring this period neither the rulers 
nor individual members of the Jewish commu¬ 
nity offered any opposition to him; the apostle 
was enabled to speak with the utmost freedom 
and boldness concerning the kingdom of God, 
while he labored to win souls for it (irel&uv). 
The conjecture that he spoke here with unusual 
gentleness (Baumgarten), is scarcely supported 
by the word hrapfaaditeTo. 

Ver. 9, 10. a. Bat when divers were 
hardened [when some hardened themselves]. 
—Nevertheless, a crisis now arrived. There 
were some who gradually became less willing to 
hear, and who more and more positively refused 
to accept the offers of grace in Christ. (The 
imperfect tense, kcKkqpvvovTo not ipnlifaw, indi¬ 


cates that this state of their souls was gradually 
developed, and was then permanently estab¬ 
lished). At length they proceeded so fhr, as to 
revile Christianity publicly in the synagogue.— 
( f H 666c is the way of salvation which God hes 
chosen and opened to men; see ch. xviii. 26). 
This conduct induced the apostle not only to re¬ 
nounce, on his own part, all fellowship with tbe 
synagogue (d*r<xrrdf), but also to withdraw tfce 
whole number of the Christians from it (dflpoc). 
He then chose the lecture-room of a man named 
Tyrannua, who is otherwise unknown to us, ss 
a place suited for the delivery of his discourses. 
The later Greeks gave the name of to the 
places in which their philosophers taught. &>w 
as the one which Paul selected, here receives 
this genuine Greek name, it would seem to be 
most natural to suppose that the owner himself 
was a Greek, and, perhaps, a public orator and 
a teacher of rhetoric. Indeed, Suidas speaks of 
a sophist who bore the name of Tyrannus, tnd 
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who wrote a work entitled: irepl crdaeug k at 
diaipiaetjc Myot, although he does not mention his 
abode, or the age in which he lived. The cir¬ 
cumstance that Luke neither states in express 
terms that Panl now went to the Gentiles (as in 
ch. xiiL 46; ch. xvtii. 6, 7), nor describes Tyran- 
nus as a proselyte (comp, xviii. 7), is not of it¬ 
self sufficient to sustain the conjecture (of Meyer) 
that this man was a Jewish rabbi and the pro¬ 
prietor of a private synagogue, or house of in¬ 
struction (called JTJJ by the Jews). 

That Tyrannus was a Greek, is indicated both 
by the word ox°tyt and by his proper name, 
which is found, it is true, in Josephus (Ant. xvi. 
10. 8; BelL L 26: 8, the same person being 
meant in both passages) and in 2 Macc. iv. 40 
(where the reading is doubtful!; but even here 
it does not occur as the name of an Israelite. 

b. Disputing daily-dwelt in Asia.— 

This lecture-room was open to Paul, not only on 
the sabbath, but also at all other times, and was 
used by him for two years (A. D. 55-67); this 
period is undoubtedly to be understood as exclu¬ 
sive of the three months mentioned in ver. 8. 
[Totrro, ver. 10, specially refers to the time which 
succeeded the three months during which Paul 
preached in the synagogue; probably, too, the 
. time in which the events occurred that are men¬ 
tioned after ver. 20, is also to be excluded. Then 
the expressions irq 6bo, ver. 10, and rpiertav in 
ch. xx. 81 (on which see the £xeg. note) coin¬ 
cide, as general designations of time. (Meyer; 
de Wette).— Tb.]. Ephesus was an important 
city, maintained a flourishing trade, and was 
the seat of the celebrated temple of Diana; Paul 
labored in it actively and uninterruptedly during 
a period of more than two years. In view of 
these facts, it may be easily conceived that this 
city became a centre for the evangelization of the 
entire province of Asia, in the narrower sense of 
the term [i. the Roman or proconsular pro¬ 
vince of Asia, of which Ephesus was the capital. 
—Tr.]. Thus the inhabitants of the western 
coast of Asia, far and wide, heard the word of 
the Lord. The expression irdvre? ol kotoik. obvi¬ 
ously involves a hyperbole: still, the words okov- 
aai rdv TAy. rov Kvpiov are not to be so understood 
as if all the people had heard Paul himself; they 
may also imply that many heard the word in a 
less direct manner, that is, from others. How 
many inhabitants of Asia Minor must have 
visited the temple of Artemis as pilgrims, or 
have travelled to Ephesus for business purposes 
during the several years of Paul's residence in 
it! Now, while they were in the city, they may 
have gone to that lecture-room, which was open 
to alC and have heard Paul, whose preaching 
had already attracted public attention. On their 
return to their homes, they naturally related to 
others all that they had heard. 

Ver. 11-16. a . And God wrought speoial 
miracles [wrought not inconsiderable works]. 
—In addition to the instructions which Paul im¬ 
parted, Luke mentions also the acts of the apos¬ 
tle, or the miracles of healing which God wrought 
g through him (by means of the imposition of 
hands, Sid rov xetp&v)- —Aw &fietf - - ov rdf rvxoif- 
cue, L e., extraordinary works of power; 6 rvxbv 
means: the person or thing casually met; hence it 
23 


also means ordinary , unimportant . Luke relates 
two faots in ver. 12, as illustrations and evidences 
of the general proposition contained in ver. 11. 
The first is, that Paul expelled evil spirits, or 
healed persons who were possessed by them (this 
fact is mentioned in the second place, as it is 
connected with the incident of which an account 
is immediately afterwards inserted by him). The 
second fact is, that cloths which Paul haa used 
for wiping his face, and which had come in con¬ 
tact with his skin, sweat-cloths and half-girdles 
[“«. e. t going only half round the body, oovering 
the front of the person ” (Alex.).— Tr.], had been 
laid on the sick, after being directly carried from 
his person, and that the result was, that the sick 
were healed (oovd&piov [translated napkin in Lu. 
xix. 20; John xi. 44; xx. 7. — Tr.1, from the 
Latin sudor, sudarium; otpudvdtov, [also from the 
Latin] semicinctium.). It is here, however, to be 
carefully observed that Paul himself by no means 
adopted such a course, but, on the contrary, as 
ver. 11 shows, healed by the imposition of hands. 
Other persons, however,who had confidence in him 
conceived the idea of employing such means, and 
yet, even in these cases, the sick were healed. [See 
the author's Exkg. note on ch.v. 12-16. c. —Tr.] 
b. And the evil spirits went out of them. 
And-seven sons, etc.—The sons of a Jew¬ 

ish chief priest attempted to imitate the apostle, 
who healed demoniacs in the name of Jesus. 
Their father, Skeuas, who is not otherwise known 
to us, may have been related to the family of the 
highpriest, or he may have been the chief of 
one of the twenty-four courses of the priests 
[see 1 Chron. ch. xxiv.]. At that time, many 
persons of Jewish origin wandered about in the 
Roman empire as exorcists, workers of miracles, 
and conjurers or jugglers (ver. 18, and comp. ch. 
xtii. 6 ff.). When the seven sons of Skeuas as¬ 
certained that the name of Jesus had acquired a 
certain degree of authority in Ephesus, and that 
Paul had healed demoniacs when he pronounced 
that name, they, too, attempted to employ the 
name of Jesus for the purpose of exorcising and 
expelling demons. Two of the seven brothers 
made such an attempt in a particular case, as we 
learn from the word &fnporipw, ver. 16, which is 
the genuine reading [see note 6, appended to the 
text above.— Tr.1. The result was very unfor¬ 
tunate for themselves. The demon who possessed 
the man and spoke through him, addressed the 
exorcists in a contemptuous manner, as persons 
whom he did not know, and whose authority he 
did not recognize, as he did that of Jesus and of 
His apostle Paul; moreover, the possessed man* 
himself, whom they had attempted to heal by 
means of their conjuration, attaoked them with> 
the utmost fury, and so roughly used them, that 
they fled from the house wounded and with gar. 
meats torn, and, unquestionably, also covered 
with ridicule and disgrace. [“Naked, i. «., with 
their olothes torn partially or wholly off. The 
Greek word sometimes means imperfectly or 
badly clothed , e. g ., Mt xxv. 86; John xxi 7 ; 
Jam. ii. 16.” (Alex.). —Tb ] 

Vbr. 17,18. And this was [beoame, iyivcro\ 
known. —This occurrence, which became known 
to the whole city, created a very great sensation, 
and, indeed, produced an indefinite fear of that 
mysterious power which was ascribed to the name 
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of Jesus (*53of); public opinion assigned a new 
and increased importance to that name (lueya- 
Xivrra). Bat in the case of those who were al¬ 
ready converts, the effect of that occurrence was, 
that they came (^ptwro) to the apostle, and open¬ 
ly confessed that which they had done (icp&£etq). 
Those to whom the word mrur reimArec is applied, 
were certainly not persons who now only were 
converted, in consequence of the impression 
which that event had made on them (Meyer), but, 
ms the perfect tense shows, who had been pre¬ 
viously converted and had remained believers; 
see below, Doom, aim Eth. No. 4. The wpdfeif 
which they set forth, were, unquestionably, not 
acts of faith which they had performed (Luther), 
for this interpretation is at variance not only 
with the New Testament sense of k$oftohry., which 
word regularly denotes the confession of sins 
[but not in Mt. xi. 25; Luke x. 21; Rev. iiL 5, 
nor in two quotations from the Sept., vis., Rom. 
xiv. 11; xv. 9.—Tn.], but also with the connec¬ 
tion of the passage. 8till, rpd^etq cannot be 
taken in the restricted sense of sorceries, but must 
be understood, in a more comprehensive sense, 
of sinful deeds in general. 

Van. 19, 20. Many of them also which 
used carious arts fsuperstitious practices].— 
Many who had practised magical arts or others 
of a similar nature, now brought their magical 
books (probably containing directions for sooth¬ 
saying, and giving instructions in sorcery for 
4t magical formula*, written amulets” (Alf.)J). 
Td rreplepya np6£avre<;, (res curio**,) is a mild ex¬ 
pression, which, however, is often used in a spe¬ 
cial sense, to denote magical things. [The Engl, 
version: curious art* conforms to theVnlgate: 
qui fuerant curiota sectati, Kuinoel says: Ile- 
pUpryoc proprie dicitur qui prmter rem cvrioru* e*t 
et diligent, qui nimis sedulus est et ouriosus in 
rebus sciscitandis et agendis, qun ad ipeum non 
pertinent - - . Hinc translatum vocabulum ne- 
piepyos ut Lat. curious ad eoe qui magicarum arti- 
um studio tenentur, etc. See the references ad lot ., 
e. g., Hor. Epod. xviii. 26, or, in some editions, 
xvii. 77.—Tn.]. It was precisely in Ephesus 
that magic, strictly so called, held its seat; it 
had originally been connected with the worship 
of Artemis. The 'Rftoia ypAppara were especially 
celebrated; these were magical formulas written 
on paper or parchment, which were either re¬ 
cited or carried as amulets for the purpose of 
protecting the owner from any possible danger, 
of escaping from any existing evil, or of securing 
his happiness. [“Eustathius says that the mys¬ 
terious symbols called «Ephesian letters,’ were 
engraved on the crown, the girdle, and the feet 
of the goddess.” (Conyb. and H. II. 18).—Tn.]. 
The owners themselves of these books [jft/ftov?, 
rolls, scroll*, etc. (Rob. Lex ,)—T&.] burned them 
publicly, as, at a former period, the work of Pro¬ 
tagoras on the gods was burned by order of the 
government, and as the emperor Augustus di¬ 
rected books on soothsaying to be collected and 
burned. They then computed the value (rdf 
rt/id?, the original cost), and found ( evpov, found 
as the sum) that it amounted in money to 50,000. 
['A pytpiov is here money, silver-money (Rob. Lex,) 
and dpaxpfi is omitted (Winbe, J 64. 5).—Tn.]. 
The coin, in reference to which this calculation 
Is made, was, without doubt, the drachma, the 


most common Greek silver coin, which circulated 
also among the Jews after the Captivity. Hence, 
as the drachma was equal to 7 Neugroschen or 
24 Kreuser, the whole amount may have been 
11.000 or 12.000 Thaler, or about 20.000 Gulden. 
[Lechler here estimates the amount in German 
money only; the Neugrosehen is equal to 2} cents, 
the Gulden, to 40 cents, the Thaler, to 70 cents, 
in our money. Assuming the value of the 
drachma to have been at that time (for it varied 
considerably at different periods) equal to 15 
cents (see Rob. Lex, art. hpyi>pun>. 2.), the value 
of the books was about $7500. Alford estimates 
the amount in sterling money at 1770 pounds; 
Howson (Conyb. and H. IL 17) at 2000 pounds. 
Nothing more than an approximation can be fur¬ 
nished.—Tn.). Grodus and others, and quite 
reeently, Tiele (Stud, u. KriL 1868, p. 768 f.), 
suppose that the money was reckoned according 
to the Hebrew shekel, in whiok case the amount 
as stated above [in modern money], would be 
quadrupled [the shekel being equal to 56-62 
cents, according to the estimates of different au¬ 
thorities.—Tn.]. But it is in the highest degree 
improbable that the owners, who were, without 
doubt, Greeks, should have estimated the value 
of the books in reference to a foreign coin, and 
not to one which circulated in their own oountry. 

Via. 20. [So mightily, etc., that is, with 
such power aid the doctrine of the Lord grow 
(referring to its external diffusion), and such 
power did it exhibit (in producing great results). 
(Meyer).—Tn.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Christianity is not schismatic. That apee- 
tle who contended with the greatest earnestness 
for freedom from the law, and for the indepen¬ 
dence of the church of Christ, himself adhered to 
the synagogue as long as it was possible. It was 
solely in consequence of public blasphemies to 
which the truth was subjected, and from which 
the synagogue afforded him no protection, that 
he resolved to withdraw (bfopi^etv), and establish 
a perfectly independent congregation. 

2. The healing of siok persons by means of 

linen cloths which had oome in contact with the 
skin of the apostle, is oertainly a circumstance 
that is in the highest degree surprising. Even 
if such a course was not advised and favored by 
him, as the narrative distinctly shows, he must, 
at least, have been aware of it, and have tolera¬ 
ted it. The circumstance itself cannot, indeed, 
(with Baur) be assigned to the category of rriie- 
worship, since it is obvious that a healing sad 
miraculous power was not supposed to reside is 
the cloths themselves, so that they could, on aay 
subsequent occasion, be used as the means for 
healing the sick; the relief which they afforded, 
depended, on the contrary, on the Using person* 
ality of the apostle, and it was a necessary con¬ 
dition of their efficacy as mediums of his miracu¬ 
lous power, that they should have been directly 
brought away from his person (b‘sco+tpec$w M 
rov abrovh. It oannot be doubted that the 

faith of those sick persons was not only the con¬ 
dition on which their own susceptibility of being 
healed depended, but was also the principal wo- 
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tire which led to that course of action, during 
which it may readily be conceived that the name 
of Jeans was invoked in devout prayer. The 
fact, moreover, that a “magnetic rapport” may 
be established, might, possibly,* be regarded as 
bearing a certain analogy to the use of those 
mediums of healing. Still, the impression can¬ 
not be effaced that this mode of affording relief 
constituted the extreme limit of the Christian 
miracles, and could not have been transcended 
without danger of going astray and actually re¬ 
sorting to magical rites. [“There was a special 
divine ordering, intended to communicate a heal¬ 
ing influence to greater numbers and a greater 
distance, yet without allowing any doubt as to 
the source or channel, of communication, such as 
might have arisen if the miracles had been per¬ 
formed by mere word of command, without actual 
proximity or contact, mediate or immediate, with 
the object,” (Alexander).—T b.] 

8. It is remarkable that the statement of the 
circumstances just mentioned, is immediately 
followed by the narrative of an actual magical 
abuse of the name of Jesus, apparently as if the 
latter were intended to serve as a warning. The 
Jewish conjurers attempted to UBe the name of 
Jesus in their superstitious and heathenish prac- 
tioes, but they utterly failed. They not only 
could not accomplish their design, but, besides, 
subjected themselves to personal ill treatment 
and to disgrace. Such a recompense was well 
deserved, for they had taken the holy name of 
the Redeemer m vain (Exod. xx. 7). They hoped, 
first of all, to gain filthy lucre, and for Buch a 
purpose they were willing to employ the name 
of Jesus; and, in the second place, they expected 
that the mere utterance of the name of Jesus, 
without the faith of the heart, and without a 
personal fellowship with Him, would produce 
the desired effect on the demoniac. Now this is 
precisely the magical element in such a transac¬ 
tion, when a lifeless formula usurps the place of 
a morally determined will and a holy disposition. 
The oonjurers themselves confess that they stand 
in no personal relation whatever to Jesus, by 
speaking of him as “the Jesus [rdv 'Irja. fiv] whom 
Paul preacheth.” But Paul preached Jesus, be¬ 
cause he believed on him: “I believed, and there¬ 
fore have I spoken.” [1 Cor. iv. 18; Ps. cxvi. 10]. 
On this account he oould perform deeds which 
were impossible to others. This fact is, indeed, 
implied in the answer of the evil spirit. The 
latter knows Jesus as the Master and Conqueror 
even of the world of, fallen spirits. He has a 
knowledge of Paul, wlio was endowed with power 
by Jesus Christ, because he was morally united 
with Him, in oonsequence of his genuine repent* 
anoe and faith. The evil spirit, on the other 
hand, asks: “But who are ye?” In this case, 
their “inner man” had acquired no personality; 
the conjurers possessed neither intrinsic worth, 
nor that power whioh oan be derived solely from 
a real and intimate union with the Redeemer. 

4. The confession, ver. 18. Many believers 
came, and declared that whioh they had done. 
It is a question of some importance, whether 
these persons had previously been converts, or 
whether they were converted only at this later 
point of time. It is the opinion of Meyer that 
they oould not possibly have been oonverts of an 


earlier period, since a change of mind [or repent¬ 
ance, fierbvota'] was the [necessary] condition of 
faith [and baptism. (Meyer, 8d ed. note, p. 888. 
—Tb.]. But philological considerations [see the 
Exso. note on ver. 17,18.— Tb.] do not sanction 
any other interpretation than that oonverts of an 
earlier period are meant. They had, to a certain 
extent, retained their heathenish superstition; 
their repentanoe and conversion had not thor¬ 
oughly influenced all their opinions, feelings, 
and actions. Even their views of the sinfulness 
of the superstitious customs of the times, as well 
as of other practices, may never have been as 
clear and distinct as they became when this late 
event occurred. It is well known that long es¬ 
tablished customs maintain their ground with 
great tenacity; and even when an improvement 
has been made, heathenism may secretly resume 
its influence to a oertain extent, and mislead 
those who are no longer actually out of the pale 
of Christianity. There can be no doubt that 
those who confessed, had been believers for a 
considerable time. But now the power of the 
Spirit of God was, in oonsequence of that remark¬ 
able event, decisively and triumphantly exercised 
in the work of renewal and sanctification. The 
Spirit imparted to these confessing believers the 
knowledge of sin, and wrought in them a sincere 
repentanoe (passwa contritio , genuine sorrow for 
sin, according to the Smalcald Articles. Part III. 
art. 8, and not activa, that is, a factitious and 
mechanical sorrow). [The author here alludes 
to a decree adopted at the fourteenth session of 
the Council of Trent, in whioh (cap. III.) the 
following statement occurs: “Moreover, the acts 
of the penitent, namely, Confession, Contrition 
and Satisfaction, are the matter, as it were, of 
this sacrament (of Penance).”— Tb.]. These be¬ 
lievers, in the next place corf ess their deeds 
(confessio); and, lastly, they act in accordance 
with that confession—they bring their magical 
books and publicly burn them. The whole pro¬ 
cedure, however, was not according to the Law, 
but strictly according to the Gospel. For, in the 
first place, they voluntarily adopted this course, 
moved by the Spirit, who convinced them of sin; 
they were not constrained by any objective ordi¬ 
nance, any external command, nor even any con¬ 
sideration derived from social life. In the sec¬ 
ond plaoe, their acts do not in the least degree 
assume the oharaoter of a saHsfactio opens , as if 
they expected to atone for sin in this manner, or 
acquire a olaim to forgiveness and eternal life. 
Their acts are, on the oontrary, voluntarily per¬ 
formed, and are the indispensable result of a 
genuine and sinoere repentance, which impels 
the offender to free himself completely from sin, 
and from every allurement and opportunity to 
commit it. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vxb. 8. And he went into the synagogue, 
and spake boldly. —Paul’s mode of dealing 
with the twelve meu (ver. 1-8), furnishes the 
pastoy with a model for his own conduct in pri¬ 
vate life; we now receive information respecting 
his labors in publio. (Rieger)—He did not, with 
those twelve men and the other few disciples, at 
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the very beginning, creep into a corner, in order 
to seek edification for himself and them alone, as 
if no others existed; on the contrary, he regarded 
the rest of the Ephesians as also belonging to his 
pastoral district. For it is commanded that the 
Gospel should be preached on the house-tops. 
(Williger). 

Veb. 9. But when some were hardened 
... he departed — and separated the dis¬ 
ciples. —The words: “ Neither cast ye your 
pearls before swine" [Mt. vii. 6], could be ap¬ 
plied in the present case. Paul created no 
schism, for he separated the disciples not from 
the true, but from the false church. (Gossner). 
—Like a watchful shepherd, he discovered the 
mangy sheep, and separated the rest of the flock 
from them, so that the latter might not be in¬ 
fected. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 10. And tnis continued by the space 
of two years. —How blessed is the country, or 
city, or village, in which God causes the light of 
his Gospel to shine! (Starke).—But what a judg¬ 
ment will come on men, for whom the light 
shineth in their darkness, while they neither 
comprehend nor keep it! John i. 5; Rev. ii. 5. 
(Leon, and Sp.).— So that all they whioh 
await in Asia neard the word. —Men are ac¬ 
countable to God for every opportunity which has 
been offered to them to hear the Gospel, even if 
they have not actually heard it. (Starke).—It is 
not merely by accident that Paul specially treats 
the subject of fellowship with the church pre¬ 
cisely in his Epistle to the Ephesians. The city 
of Ephesus was the connecting link of the con¬ 
gregations in the East and the West, and the 
central point of the church in the province of 
Asia. Luring those two years of successful labor 
which Paul spent in Ephesus, four congregations 
were gathered in that province—the original con¬ 
gregation in Ephesus, and three offshoots, one 
m Colosse (Col. i. 7; iv. 12), one in Laodicea 

i Col. iv. 16, 16), and one in Hierapolis (Col. iv. 
8). Thus have we thrice seen four congrega¬ 
tions, planted by apostolio hands, which grew up 
before us—twelve trees, proceeding from the root 
of Jesse, and flourishing unto the praise of the 
Lord: four in Lycaonia and Pisidia, four in Ma¬ 
cedonia and Greece, and four in the province of 
Asia. The day’s-work of the apostle was, there¬ 
fore, completed already at noon, before he turned 
his face towards Rome, ver. 21. (Besser). 

Veb. 12. So that from his body were 
brought unto the siok handkerchiefs or 
aprons, etc.—These were, however, not relics of 
a dead man, but articles used by a living and 
wonder-working apostle, at whpse death, when 
his work was performed, these miracles ceased. 
t Nor were those articles preserved, so that similar 
miracles might be wrought by them at a future 
time; the power did not reside in them , but pro¬ 
ceeded from God and Christ, ver. 11. (Starke).— 
The handkerchiefs of Paul as little wrought mira¬ 
cles in Ephesus, as the shadow of Peter, at an 
earlier period, in Jerusalem (ch. 5-15). The 
healing power which was manifested, proceeded 
in both cases from the living Christ, whose 
strength was made perfect in the weakness of his 
instruments [2 Cor. xii. 9], so that rivers of living 
water flowed [John vii. 38J alike from the body 
as from the spirit; and thus power operated on 


the sick not by mere corporeal contact, but by 
the spiritual ‘‘rapport’’ of faith.— Why it the 
Romish worship of relies a dead, idolatrous worship t 
I. Because those who offer it expect salvation 
from a dead hand: from dry bones, and fragments 
of clothing and wood, but not from the hand of 
the living God, or of his servants who are filled 
with his Spirit; II. Because they receive salva¬ 
tion wjth a dead hand: depending on the dead 
works of pilgrimages and ceremonies, and not on 
a living faith as the internal medium. 

Veb. 18. We [I] adjure thee by [the] Jesus, 
whom Paul preacheth. —It was a righteous 
judgment of God, that the people to whose care 
the true word of God had been previously in¬ 
trusted, should now, when they forsook the truth, 
addict themselves to the most degrading magic 
arts.—There were many impostors who attempted 
to imitate the apostles. But what was their aim? 
Not to teach the truth, nor to aid in the work of 
converting men; such a thought never occurred 
to them. They attempted to imitate the miracles 
and deeds which had raised the apostlee to so 
high an eminence, and thus acquire similar dis¬ 
tinction. False teachers still adopt the same 
course. It is not their object to impart a know¬ 
ledge of the truth to others, and lead them in the 
Way of salvation, but, rather, to gain power and 
influence; hence they adopt the color and the 
plumes of the true servants of God.—These men 
had no personal knowledge whatever of Jesus; 
they knew him only from common fame as “the 
Jesus whom Paul preacheth.” How wretched is 
the condition of a teacher, who speaks, indeed, 
of Jesus, but who has not the least knowledge of 
him, derived from the experience of the heart! 
He learns to speak “the language of Canaan” 
[Isai. xix. 18], to repeat from memory the most 
emphatic expressions of the servants of God, and 
to talk of “the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” Is 
it a wonder that shame and disgrace should over¬ 
take him? (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 14. Seven sons of - - chief of the 
priests. —We are here reminded of the many 
mournful instances in which Satan has acquired 
an influence specially over the sons of priests. 
Should not such instances arouse all preachers, 
and impel them to pray most earnestly to Jesus 
in behalf of their children, even when these are 
still mere infants? (Ap. Past.). 

Veb. 15. Jesus I know, and Paul I know; 
but who are ye ?—Even the evil spirit is com¬ 
pelled to admit and confess that Christ and his 
servants have no concord with Belial; he well 
understands the difference between the righteous 
and the ungodly.—He who ventures to commence 
a contest with Satan, when he has received no 
authority and possesses no faith, will necessarily 
be put to shame. (Starke).—Men who boast of 
the truth, without knowing it, or presume to be 
teachers, without having themselves any know¬ 
ledge, or announce the covenant of God, while 
they detest all wholesome restraint, or pronounce 
the name of Jesus with their lips, while in their 
hearts and works they deny Him [Tit. i. 16], 
must expect to encounter Satan in all their ways, 
and to be dismissed with the words: ‘Jesus I 
know, but who are ye?” Even if such an answer 
is not now publicly made, it is internally con¬ 
veyed, through the accusations of an evil con- 


Digitized by L^ooQLe 



CHAP. XIX. 8-20. 


857 


science. For he who preaches the truth, which cast one stone at those Ephesians, in whom the 
he himself does not believe, and proclaims the first love (Rev. ii. 4) was still burning, as little 
name of Jesus, of whom he is still an enemy, as we would at those earnest Christians of our 
must necessarily feel in his own heart the sting own age who renounce, for the sake of the 60 s- 
of the reproach and the contemptuous language pel, not only all amusements, but also all gains 
which the evil spirit addresses to these impostors, which maybe of a doubtful character. (Williger). 
—“Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are —Booksellers and proprietors of circulating li- 
jfef ”— are word* addressed as a stem rebuke to false braries should specially ponder this text. (Bes- 
prophets and hypocritical disciples: for the purpose ser). 

of, I. Exposing to them the falsehood of their Ver. 20. 80 mightily grew the word of 
hearts: they cannot deceive even Satan and the God, and prevailed. —This one word: “So” 
world, much less the God of truth, and the chil- [ovru 1 is truly a divine Amen, a testimony coming 
dren of light; II. Convincing them of the total from heaven: ‘This is my beloved congregation 
inefficiency of their arts; they cannot accomplish in which I am well pleased.’ Lord! Grant thy 
with these more than Gehazi with the staff of the grace, so that thou mayest bear suoh testimony 
prophet, 2 Kings iv. 29-31; IIT. Directing them in favor of every congregation which confesses 
to the true source, from which alone the power to thy name; and that the earnest efforts of thy 
do the works of God is derived: the Spirit of people to free themselves even from the most 
Jesus and of his faithfiil witnesses. secret cursed thing (Deut vii. 261 may be made 

Ye&. 16. Leaped on them, and overcame manifest, so that the world may have no other 
them - - - so that they fled, etc.—Satan re- reproach to make except this—that they zeal- 
wards his most faithful servants with ingratitude. ously follow holiness, without which no man 
The one who serves him with the greatest zeal is shall see the Lord [Hebr. xii. 14]. (Williger). 
*at last subjected to his most severe torments. (On ver. 8-20). The power of evangelicalpreach- 
The flatteries of the beginning are ultimately ing, as it was demonstrated in Ephesus: I. In the 
changed into tortures. The only reward which acts of Paul, ver. 8-12; II. In the disgrace of 
his service affords is a “naked and wounded” the false workers of miracles, ver. 18-17; 18-20. 
sonl. (Ap. Past.). 0 (Lisco).— How victoriously the simple word of Ood 

Ver. 17. Ana fear fell on them all, and disenchants the enchanted world [probably an allu- 
the name of the Lord Jeans was magni- sion to the title of B. Becker’s celebrated work, 
fled. —Even demons are compelled to glorify published in Amsterdam, in 1691, and enfltlod: 
Jesus, when God so wills it. The power of the The enchanted world. — Tr.]: I. It destroys the 
name of Jesus is manifested alike when apostles influence which the magic arts of unprincipled 
expel demons, and when exorcists fail to expel impostors might attempt to aoquire over the 
them in that name.— The holy name of Jesus glo- hearts of believers, ver. 9; II. It breaks the ma- 
rified: I. In his servants, by their victories; II. gical bonds of Satanic possession by its vital and 
In his enemies, by their defeat. saving power; III. It exposes with unsparing 

Ver. 18. And many - - - confessed, and earnestness the magical delusions of sanctimo- 
shewed their deeds. —The power of sin lies nious hypocrites, ver. 18-17; IV. It bursts 
in its secrecy; when silence is broken, its prop asunder, by the power of sincere repentance, the 
is likewise broken. (Pastor Blumhardt of Mott- magical chains which the previous years spent 
lingen, on the awakening of his congregation, in the service of sin, had fastened, ver. 18; V. 
caused by the confession of sins, 1844). It is It consumes the magical books of a deceitful 
true that a teacher cannot demand or compel wisdom, in the fire of divine truth, ver; 19.— In 
such a confession of former abominations. But what sense did Christ come into the world that he 
when it is voluntarily made, in consequence of might destroy the works of the devil t [1 John iii. 
the constraint of conscience and the impulse of 8 ]. I. What are these works? II. How does he 
the Spirit, the faithful teacher ought bo to avail destroy them? (See above, on ver. 12, 15, 17,18, 
himself of it, as to conduot the troubled soul to for other sketches).— What is a right and true 
true peace and deliverance. (Ap. Past.).—“We confessionf That, of which, I. Faith is the root; 
therefore teaoh what an admirable, precious and II. Repentance, the vital power; III. A new obe- 
comforting privilege confession is, and we exhort dience, the fruit, (ver. 18, 19).— The evangelical 
men, that, in view of our great need, they should Christian at the confessional: I. What should con- 
not despise such a rich blessing. Now if thou duct him to it? Not a mere outward custom, 
art a Christian, no compulsion, no command will nor the command of a despotic church, but the 
be required, for thou wilt oonstrain thyself to inward impulse of a penitent heart that seeks 
confess. Hence when I exhort men to make a salvation; II. What should he find there? Not 
confession, I do nothing else than exhort every a burden of penitential acts imposed on the con- 
one to be a Christian.” (Luthrr: Brief Exhorta- science by men, nor a license to commit new 
Hon to Confession). sins, but the comfort which grace imparts, when 

Vrr. 19. Many - - - brought their books God pardons sin, and a new impulse, derived 
- - - and burned them before all men. — from the Spirit, to obey with a grateful heart.— 
The pernicious books which continue to abound Would that pyre at Ephesus be appropriately re¬ 
in the world, seem to be a judgment that has kindled in our dayf Yes—but only, I. For the 
come upon it. Such a burning of books should appropriate books. The books which it would 
more frequently be arranged. (Rieger). —Al- be proper to burn, are (a) not instructive works 
though many modern Christians of liberal minds, on any science, nor-those which contain genuine 
may censure that act as one dictated by exces- poetry, nor any that refer to human law, but (5) 
sivb scrupulosity, and although antiquarians may those pernicious leaves which convey only a M- 
lament the loss of those treasures, we will not volous and barren knowledge; those seductive, 
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magical books belonging to an impure literature, 
which seeks only to amuse; and the arrogant 
decrees of an unchristian tyranny which fetters 
the conscience (such as Luther burned near the 
gate of Wittenberg (Deo. 10, 1520]); II. With 
appropriate fire. This is (a) not the lurid flame 
of a narrow-minded puritanism, nor the sullen 
fire of a censorious fanaticism, nor the incendi¬ 
ary torch of revolution, but ( b ) the holy fire of 
that repentance which reminds man first of all 
of his own defects and sins (ver. 18)—of that love 
to the Lord, which joyfully sacrifices to him even 
the most precious objects (ver. 19)—nand of that 
leal for the house of God, which has no other 
desire than that His kingdom may come, alike 
into congregations, families and hearts, and into 
the government, into art and scienoe, (ver. 20 ). 
—The bunting of the books at Ephesus, or, The 


word of man, and the word of God, ver. 19, 20: L 
The word of man: (a) it deceives; (5) it perishes, 
ver. 19; II. The word of God: (a) it saves; ( b ) 
it endures [1 Pet i. 25] forever, ver. 20.— 

The burning of the books of magic at Ephesus , (ver. 

9); I. The historical facts; (a) magical and su¬ 
perstitious practices (origin—views of deceivers 
and deceived); (6) nature and pecuniary value 
of the “books’^ in question, n. Motives in 
burning them; (a) consciousness of the guilt of 
such practices; (o) enlightened Christian faith. 
III. Effect on the spectators; (a) to weaken the 
influence of the prevailing superstition; (6) to 
lead men to repentance. IV. Lessons which the 
fact teaches ; (a) respecting divine Providence, 
which controls all (Luke xxL 18); (b) respecting 
the duties which we owe to the almighty God.— 
Tn.] 


) V. While the apostle is preparing to continue his journey to Macedonia and Achaia, a tumult occurs M 

Ephesus; the progress and end of it. 

Chapter XIX. 21-41. 

21 [But] After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had 
passed [to travel] through Macedonia and Achaia, [and then] to go to Jerusalem, say- 

22 mg, After I have been there, I must also see Rome. *So [But, d£] he sent into Ma¬ 
cedonia two of them that ministered unto him, Timotheus and Erastns; but he himself 

23 stayed [and he tarried] in Asia for a season. *And (But] the same [at that, kcivov] 
time there arose no small stir [occurred not an inconsiderable disturbance] about that 

24 [the, T? t s) way. ♦For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which [who] made 
silver shrines [temples] for Diana [of Artemis], brought no small gain unto the crafts- 

25 men [artisans]; ♦Whom he called [gathered] together with the workmen of like oc¬ 
cupation, and said, Sirs [Men], ye know that by this craft we have our wealth [that 

26 from this trade oxu 1 prosperity proceeds]. ♦Moreover [And xal] ye see and hear, that 
not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and 
turned [drawn] away much people, saying that they be [by saying, They are] no gods, 

27 which are made with hands: [hands.] *So that not only this our craft is in danger 
to be set at nought; [But (<te) not only this department of our own is in danger of decli¬ 
ning,] but also that [but also") the temple of the great goddess Diana [Artemis.] should be 
despised [(is in danger) of Being set at nought], and her magnificence should be [her 
grandeur of being] destroyed,* whom [whereas] all Asia and the world worshippeth 

28 [her]. ♦And [But, <te] when they heard these sayings [that], they were full of wrath, 

29 and cried out, saying, Ureat is Diana [Artemis] of the Ephesians. # And the whole 
[om. whole*] oity was filled with confusion: and having caught Gaius and Aristarchus, 
men of Maoedonia, Paul's companions in travel, they rushed with one accord into 
the theatre [confusion, and they rushed - • - theatre, and dragged with them Gaius 

30 - - - in travel]. *And [But] when Paul would have entered in unto [wished 
to go among] the people, the disciples suffered him not [did not permit him]. 

31 *And certain of the chief of Asia, wnich [And some of the Asiarohs who] were his 
friends, sent unto him, desiring [and besought] him that he wottld not adventure him- 

82 self into the theatre. *Some therefore [then, o3v] cried one thing, and some [others] 
another: for the assembly was confused; and the more [greater] part knew not where- 

33 fore they were come together. *And [But] they drew [brought forward] 4 Alexander out 
of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander beckoned with the 
hand, and would have made his defence unto [and intended to answer for himself be- 
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34 fore] the people. *But when they knew [perceived]* that he was a Jew, all with one 
voice about the space of two hours cried out [all lifted up one voice, and they cried 

35 about the space of two hours], Great is Diana [Artemis] of the Ephesians. ♦And 
^But] when the townclerk had appeased [quieted] the people, he said, Ye men of 
Ephesus, what man is there [is there then, yap] that knoweth not how [om. how] that 
the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper [the guardian]* of the great goddess [om. god¬ 
dess 7 ] Diana [Artemis], and of the image which fell down from Jupiter [from hea- 

36 ven] r ♦Seeing then that these things cannot be spoken against [Since this is there¬ 
fore undeniable], ye ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rashly [commit no rash act]. 

37 *For ye have brought hither these men, which [who] are neither robbers of churches 

38 [temples], nor yet blasphemers of your* goddess. ♦Wherefore if Demetrius, and the 
craftsmen which [artisans who] are with him, have a matter against any man, the law 
is open 9 , and there are deputies [against any one (rwa,) there are court-days and pro- 

39 consuls]: let them implead [bring charges against] one another. *But if ye inquire 
any thing concerning other matters [seek for any thing further 10 ], it shall be deter- 

40 mined in a [the, rg] lawful 11 assembly [of the people]. ♦For we are [also, xal ydp~\ in 
danger to be called iu question for [of having charges brought against us on account 
of] this day's uproar, there being no cause whereby [in view of which] 1 * we may give 

41 an account of this concourse. ♦And when he had thus spoken [he had said this], 
he dismissed the assembly. 

1 Ver. 25. fair ia for better sustained [by A. B. D. E. and Cod. Bin.] than the genitive v [of text. rec. from G. H.]; 
the Utter Is a much easier reading. JLach., Tisch., Born, and Alf. read rin.lv. —Ta,J 

•Ver. 27. [The text. rec. reads ovoivkoyurBrfvai.piXAtiv re ecu KaBcupeloBoj. t^v fieya\et6njra. Lach. and Tisch. read 
ov#b Uytvtfijverat, ji<AA«i t« k at xa0. m peyaAtuSr^TOv. Alf. reads ovBev koyio&Tjvai, fi4KAeiv Si nax koB. ttk uey.— ovSbr 
in D. E. O.; ovBiv in A. B. H. and Cod. Sin.; Aovurfo/ovrcu in A. D. E. Syr.; hoytoBrfvai in B (e ail). G. H. and Cod. Sin.; ftih- 
A« in A (original); fitWtiv in B (e nil). E. G. H. and Cod. Sin.; re in A. B., and Cod. Sin.; Si in B. G. H.; rr)v uey. in G. U.; 
rys n*y. in A. B. K. and Cod. Sin.—Meyer regards the two infinitives Aoy., p.«A_ although so well attested, as corruptions 
of the other and original readings, which some copyists did not understand. De Wotte, on the other hand, maintains that 
the infinitive Aoy., governed by kivS*, is the true reading, but was not not so understood by copyists.—Ta.J 

• Ver. 20. oXif [found in D. E. G. H.1 is evidently a later addition, and does not occur in some of the ancient manu¬ 
script* [not in A. B. God. Sin., etc.] ana versions [not in Vulg., but in Syr.; the word is omitted by Lach., Tisch., and Alf. 
—Ta.1 

4 Ver. 33. vpoepiBcurav [of text, rec.] is not Indeed supported. by stronger external evidence [by D (corrected ; previ¬ 
ously eartfi.). G. H.j than ovveplfaurav [which latter is the reading in A. B. E., Cod. Sin. and is adopted by Lach. and 
TIsch.fc still, the former is to be received as the genuine reading [and is adopted by Alf.], as the latter (ovvift.) affords no 
intelligible sense. [Meyer adheres to the reading of the text, rec., and de Wette remarks that <n>refi.ic^ they instructed is 
- nonsense.”—T b.] 

• Ver. 34. [ewiyvovrmv of text, rec ., found only in some minuscules, is “a corruption to avoid the pendent nominative " 
(Alt). Recent editors adopt ewiyvArre* from A. B. D. E. G. H. and Cod. Sin. The nominative is an anaooluthon; see various 
instances in Worm: Oram. * 63.1.1.— 1 Tb.] 

• Ver. 35. a. [For a worshipper (Wicl.; Tynd., Cran., Geneva, Rheiins), the margin of the Engl. Bible substitutes the 
acre accurate version; the temple-keeper. —Tx.l 

T Ver. 36. b. [0«a* of text. rtc n from G. IL, is omitted in A. B. D. E. Cod. Sin., Syr. Vulg., and dropped by Lach., Tisch. 
and Alt—T b.] 

• [of text, rec.] Is better attested [by B (e sil). E. G. H. Vulg.] than ipiuv [which is found in A. D. E (corrected),, 
and also Cod. Bin., and adopted by Lach.]; a copyist would have more easily changed the former into the Utter, than the 
reverse.—{fecU of text. rec. in the same verse, from D. E (corrected)., is changed into Mr by recent editors in accordance 
with A. B. D (corrected). E (original). G. H. Cod. 8 in.—T b.J 

•Ver. 38. [For the law is open (Tynd., Cranm., Genova), the margin of the Engl. Bible furnishes the more accurate ver¬ 
sion: the court-days are kept. The original, accented in the text. rec. thus: ayopatot, is now usually accented thus: Ay<$- 
pa*ei- Winer recognizes the distinction; see hU Gram. N.T.\ 6 . 2. The word ifpipas, or, according to Meyer, avvoSot, 
convmtus formers, Vulg., is understood, Wixex, $ M. I. 6 . For the meaning of the word with the circumflex, see above* 
too. note on ch. xvii. 4, 5.—Tfu] 

10 Ver. 30. a. a-cpotWpw is found indeed in only one uncial manuscript, the Vatican [B], and in about 15 minuscules, 
whereas most of the manuscripts [A. D. G. H. Cod. 8 in M Vulg. (alterius »vt)] and fathers read irepl Mpuv [as in text. rec. 1. 
The former, however, U certainly the genuine reading, and was altered simply because it is B word which is rarely founu. 
[It is adopted by Lach. and Tisch., with whom Meyer concurs; but All retains wipi ir., and regards the other as a mistake 
of the copyist; nor is do Wette inclined to receive the word.—T b. j 

u Ver. 80. b. [For lauful assembly (Geneva. Rhelms), the uuurgin of the Engl. Bible offers the less accurate version: 
ordinary assembly. The article denotes that a legal assembly is meant, which was to be held at a certain well-known time. 
—TtO 

« Ver. 40. ou after wept 06 , is supported, it is true, by three uncial manuscripts [A. G. H.; also Cod. Sin.>, it Is. nevertheless, 
(in accordance with the opinion or Tlschendorf,) to be cancelled as a spurious reading. [It is omitted in B (e ell). D. E., 
»d although received by Grleebach, is generally rejected by more recent editors.—Ta.] 


EXEOETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 21, 22. Paul purposed in the spirit.— 

fEv t$> icvevpaTL, 44 i. e., under the divine direction, 
or in his own mind as determined by the Holy 
Ghost.” (Alex.). “Placed in his mind, purposed.” 
(Hackett). “Apud animum constituit, consilium 
cepit.” (Kuin.). Others interpret: 44 By the di¬ 
rection of the Holy Spirit.” —Tb.]. The terms 
here employed in describing the proposed route 


of the apostle, exhibit the journey through Mace¬ 
donia and Greece merely as an episode, (and the 
latter is indeed very briefly narrated in ch. xx. 
1 ff.), whereas his visit to Jerusalem is repre» 
sented as his main object. The present passage 
does not explicitly state his special purpose in 
proceeding to that city, but we ascertain from 
his Epistles (1 Cor. xvi. Iff.; 2 Cor. oh. viii.; 
Rom. xv. 25 ff.) that he intended to collect alms 
for the congregation at Jerusalem, and he inci¬ 
dentally mentions the fact himself; see below. 
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ch. xxiv. 17. Bat it is remarkable that on the the images of the gods (ol 6i& xctpCw ?ev6prvo c). 
same <ygcasion he turns his eyes for the first time When Demetrius asserted that a large multitude 
towards Rome, as the ultimate point to which it in Ephesus, and, indeed, in the whole province 
was necessary for him to proceed.—Before he (’Ac la, that is, Asia proconsular** ), had be^ in* 
himself departed from Ephesus, he sent two of duced to adopt new views, he may have inten- 
his assistants in advance to Macedonia; of Eras- tionally resorted to the language of exaggeration, 
tus nothing further is known, in addition to the in order the more successfully to provoke the 
fact mentioned in 2 Tim. iv. 20, as his identity people; still, even when such an allowance has 
with the Erastus mentioned in Rom. xvi. 23 is been made, it remains an established fact that 
very doubtfal. ’Eireaxw tic r. *Aatav , i. e ., he the apostle had exercised a very decided influ* 
tarried, his attention being still directed to Asia ence, for in any other case, the whole charge 
[where he now was. Meyer and de Wette con- against the latter would have been manifestly 
cur in giving such an interpretation to el f, rather * pointless. From these facts Demetrius proceeds 
than to take it in the sense of for with Winer: to draw a twofold inference: ‘Our branch 
Oram. { 60. 4. b.— Tr.] [/*£pof], our interest, is in danger of suffering 

Ver. 28, 24. There arose no small stir, (airekcypdq, refutation, contempt, from eAtyxu), and, 
Demetrius, the author of the disturbance, was what is more ( aX>A koX), the temple of Artemis 
an hpyvpoKfrtrof, t. e. t a worker in silver, and, will be set at nought, and the majesty of the 
without doubt, the proprietor of a large manu- goddess herself will be lowered {avrfj, the god- 
facturing establishment, devoted to the prepara- dess herself, as distinguished from her temple, 
tion of articles of only one kind, namely silver MeyaAcidryc refers to the title ordinarily applied 
temples of Artemis, that is, small models of the to the Ephesian Artemis— j) pry6h?, e, g., Xem. 
renowned temple of Diana, together with the Fphes. I.). Demetrius intended by this state- 
statue. [On this temple, the city of Ephesus, etc. ment to appeal alike to the self-interest and to 
consult the very fall account in Conyb. and How - the religious fanaticism of his hearers, although 
son. Life, etc., of St. Paul. Vol. II. ch. 16.— he hypocritically represents the interest of the 
“ Whatever may have been the points of resem- goddess as a higher and more important consid- 
blance, there was also a great difference, at least eration than any other. 

between the Diana of the Latin poets and the Ver. 28-30. Great is Diana of tile Ephe- 
Artemis of Ephesus, etc.” (Alex.).— Tr.]. It aiana. —The address of Demetrius made an im* 
was a common practice to place such miniature preesion; the fanatical passions of the men to 
temples in chambers [as household gods; see whose interests he had appealed, were powerfully 
references in Conyb. loc. cit. — Tr.], and carry excited, and at first found a vent in this excla- 
them along on journeys. Ammianus Marcellinus mation. His workmen, with loud and exciting 
(XX11. 18) relates the following of the philoso- outcries, passed through the city in every direo- 
pher Asclepiades: dese ccelmtis argcnUum breve fig- tion, and soon produced a general tumult. All 
mentum qvomnque ibat secum solitus efferre. Hence the people rushed to the theatre, in which, in 
such a business must have been very lucrative Greek cities, publio meetings were frequently 
when it was conducted on a large scale. Deme- held, especially when popular assemblies were 
trius employed not only artists, strictly so called convoked without a direct legal calL As tie 
( rexylToi , ver. 24, 88), but also a number of apostle himself could not, at the moment, be 
workmen or mechanics (t pydrai, ver. 26), all of found, his attendants were violently dragged 
whom derived their support, and, to a certain along by the multitude; they were ArMarohufl, 
extent, large gains, from their respective occupa- a native of ThessaJonica (ch. xx. 4; xxviL 2: 
tions. [Alii erant rexvlrai, artifices nobiliores; alii [Col. iv. 10; Philem. xxi.1), and Gains [tit 
kpy&rai, operarii. (Bengel).— Tr.1. The conjeo- Greek form of the Latin Caius .— Tr.], a native 
ture (of Beza and others) that the vanl were not of Macedonia, a different person from Gaius of 
models, but silver coins presenting an image of Derbe, mentioned in ch. xx. 4 [and from Gains, 
the temple on one side, is supported by very mentioned in Rom. xvi. 23; 1 Cor. L 14. (Meyer), 
feeble arguments. — Tr.] 

Ver. 26-27. Whom he called together, etc. Ver. 81. And certain of the chief of Asia 
—Demetrius was a man on whom many hundreds [some of the Asiarchs].—Some of them, without 
may have depended for their support; the de- having become Christians, were, nevertheless, 
crease of the sale of the articles which he manu- kindly disposed to the apostle, and sent him a 
factured, furnished him with tangible means for message, warning him not to venture into the 
measuring the influence of the apostle in discour- theatre. These Asiarchs [*A otApx 0 *] were offi- 
aging the worship of Artemis; hence he was cers elected by the cities of Asia protonsularit, 
prompted to collect all the workmen, both of the who were required to exhibit games in honor of 
higher and of the lower class (o£f scil. rexyiras, the gods at their own expense—a patriotic hono- 
Kat Tovg — kpy&rat;, ver. 25), who were connected rary office. [In other provinces such officers 
with his business, and very artfully roused their were respectively called Bithyniarchs, Syriarcha, 
passions. In his address he states two distinct Galatarchs, etc. (Meyer).— TR.] 
facts, and from them draws an inference. He Ver. 82-84. Borne therefore cried one 
first refers to the fact that their particular branch thing, etc.—A graphic description of that tumul- 
©f trade [ptpoc, ver. 27] yielded large profits; he tuous assembly of the people is here presented, 
refers, in the second place, to the fact that Paul Alexander [who is, without any valid reason, 
(6 II. ovto^j spoken contemptuously, and intended supposed by some interpreters to be the person 
to increase the ill feeling of the hearers) had mentioned in 1 Tim. i. 20; 2 Tim. iv. 14. (Meyer), 
effected a vast and extensive change of opinion — Tr.] was thrust forward by the Jews, while 
among the people, and opposed the worship of | others of the multitude made room for him in 





CHAP. XIX. 21-41. 


#61 


order that he might come forward (rtpoefiiflaoav) 
and address the people. He was certainly not a 
Christian (as Meyer and Baumgarten assume, in 
accordance with the opinion of Calvin, in which 
case the Jews must have thrust him forward from 
malice), but an unconverted Jew. Those who 
suppose that he was a Christian, deduce this in* 
ference frojn the fact that he intended to defend 
himself before the people. But it may be easily 
conceived that the popular feeling made no dis¬ 
tinction between the Christians and the Jews, as 
the latter had long been known as opponents of 
paganism. It may have been the case that the 
Jews wished Alexander, who was perhaps an 
experienced public orator, to speak in their be¬ 
half, and thus transfer the blame from themselves 
to the Christians. But wBen he attempted to 
speak, the people observed that he was a Jew, 
and would not permit him to utter a word; on 
the contrary, the fanaticism which was now 
aroused, burst forth in the united and incessant 
outcry which the workmen of Demetrius had 
already commenced. 

Ver. 35-41. a . And when the townclerk. 

—The ypapfiarevs was an officer whose duty it 
was to prepare, publish, and preserve, all the 
documents and decrees of the body politic to 
which he belonged; this office of a “secretary 
of state” was or considerable importance in the 
cities of Asia Minor. The incumbent, in the 
present case, at length prevailed on the assem¬ 
bled multitude to observe silence, and succeeded 
in allaying the excitement by the address which 
he delivered. The word ydp , which follows r/f, 
implies that an effort to obtain silence had already 
been made .—'SeoicSpog originally designated a 
servant of the temple, or one whose duty it was 
to cleanse and adorn it; the word was afterwards 
employed as an honorable appellation, and was 
applied, in its connection with the priesthood, in 
the sense of keeper and guardian of the temple; 
the title was bestowed even on imperial persons, 
in order to confer honor upon them. The ex¬ 
pression rd 6 iott8t?c [ “adj. (A i6g, iriirro), fallen 
from Jove, heaven’descended” (Rob. Lex.), hyakpa 
being understood; see Meyer ad loc .— Tr.] here 
denotes the wooden imAge of Artemis in the tem¬ 
ple, so named, as, according to tradition, it had 
fallen from heaven. 

b. Ye men of Ephesus, etc.—The address 
of this officer is intended to calm the excited 
multitude, and to prevent the commission of any 
rash and inconsiderate acts. With this view he 
reminds his hearers, in the first place, of certain 
well known and undisputed facts respecting the 
Ephesian worship of Diana, ver. 85. In the 
second place, he makes the juristical remark 
that the men who had been arres^j}, were guilty 
of no crime against Artemis or her temple. 
[“The latter statement of the Grammateus, in 
reference to Paul and his associates, has been 
variously understood, by some as a mere false¬ 
hood, meant to calm the mob; by others as a 
true description of Paul’s abstinence from all 
direct warfare against idol worship; by a third 
class, as describing only his forbearance as to 
particular deities, or forms of heathen worship, 
which, according to Josephus, was practised also 
by the Jews; and lastly, as not denying even 
this kind of attack, but only an offensive and 


insulting method of conducting it.” (Alex.). The 
townclerk, however, is not speaking of Paul, but 
only of Gains and Aristarchus, who stood before 
him (r. hvd. rovrovg). — Tr.]. Hence—the town¬ 
clerk proceeds to say—it was necessary, either 
that Demetrius and his associates should com¬ 
mence an aotion in due form against these men, 
and oharge them (Myoe, discourse, a matter of 
complaint) with a private and personal offence, 
or else, if it was desired that their offenoe should 
be made an affair of the state, that a regular 
assembly of the people should be convoked, which 
alone would be a competent court, ver. 87-39. 
’A y6p, ipjkpai, dies for meet e. judiciales habentur, 
*Avdbiraroi , in the plural, conveys the sense: 
‘There is always a proconsul on the spot.* The 
words of this prudent man: $ Iwoliqc kiuthfala 
imply with sufficient distinctness, even if some¬ 
what indirectly, that the concourse before him 
was no regular assembly of the people, buUrather 
a mob, and was by no means authorized to adopt 
any measures which could be recognized as legal. 
He directs the attention of his hearers, in the 
last place, to the circumstance that they had 
reason to apprehend that an account would be 
demanded of them respecting the present tumult, 
ver. 40. [“The Roman government watched 
every appearanoe of insubordination or sedition 

in the provinces with a jealous eye.-It was 

a capital offence to take any part in a riotous 
proceeding.” (Hackett).— Tr.]. Tdp before klv6 9 
implies that this anxiety respecting a possible 
accusation of insurrection, was a sufficient rea¬ 
son for resorting to the legal process indicated 
in ver. 89. curidv vrr. is not masculine 

(Vulg.) in the sense: “No man being charge¬ 
able with it,” but neuter, implying: “Since no 
ground exists on which we can justify this ow- 
rpo <$”—a word chosen in a spirit of mildness 
and forbearance, rather than or&oiq. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The route announced by the apostle at 
Ephesus, embraced, in the first instance, Mace¬ 
donia and Greece, and, afterwards, Jerusalem 
and Rome. Like the Redeemer, who, when His 
time was come, “steadfastly set his face to go to 
Jerusalem” (Lu. ix. 61), Paul continually looks 
back to the city in which the Lord was crucified, 
and in which he founded His first congregation. 
But the apostle’s glance and desire refer even to 
a more distant point—to Rome, to which he pur¬ 
posed in the spirit—by divine guidance and illu¬ 
mination—to proceed, ver. 21. The revelations 
which Jesus had made in a direct manner, after 
his conversion, respecting the work assigned to 
him, now assume the form of dictates of his own 
soul—of resolutions adopted by a divine necessity. 

2. The alarming tumult in Ephesus, which, 
like that at Philippi, proceeded from a purely 
pagan source, may also be traced, it is true, to 
base feelings engendered by the pecuniary losses 
of the authors [xvi. 19). There is, however, a 
difference to be round between the two cases, in 
so far as, at Ephesus, the material interests of a 
particular guild or trade were essentially inter¬ 
woven with the local worship of that pagan city. 
The whole procedure strikingly foreshadows 
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the many later outbursts of fanaticism against 
Christianity and the pure Gospel, when purely 
selfish motives assumed the guise of seal in the 
service of religion. 

8. A holy seal and carnal passions are as 
widely different from each other as day is from 
night: the former proceeds from a disinterested 
love of God, and from a sincere desire to pro* 
mote His honor; the latter proceed from a sel¬ 
fish and corrupt source. The former always acts 
with energy and perseverance, but also with 
self-possession and intelligence; the latter are 
always fitful and extravagant, confused, reck¬ 
less, and irrational, ver. 82. The former pro¬ 
duces good and abiding results; the latter either 
endanger or destroy, or else (ver. 80, 81) oon- 
sume themselves, and expire in infamy. 

4. The representations made by the townclerk 
imply that the .apostle, as well as his assistants, 
had altogether refrained from mocking and blas¬ 
pheming the heathen gods; in any other case, 
his words would not only have produoed no ef¬ 
fect, but would rather have called forth contra¬ 
dictions, and increased the excitement of the 
people. This fact is, moreover, indireotly estab¬ 
lished by the inflammatory address which Deme¬ 
trius made to his associates in trade, since if he 
had possessed any proofs that the worship of 
Artemis had been actually assailed, he would 
certainly have availed himself of them for his 
own purposes. With this view the conduct of 
the apostle at Athens, which was prudent, mo¬ 
derate, and as generous as possible, frilly accords. 
Henoe the example of the great apostle of the 
Gentiles does not sanction that method of ap¬ 
proaching pagans, according to which all that is 
irrational and foolish in their religion is exposed 
in offensive and insulting terms. That method 
may indeed cut to the quick, but it does not en¬ 
lighten and heal. The apostolical procedure 
assumes a positive, not a negative, character. 
The testimony concerning the true God and His 
Christ, our Redeemer, or the preaching of the 
Gospel, is a power of God [Rom. i. 16], wHich 
enlightens, builds up, and saves, and it is only 
by this truth.and this power that error and sin 
can be successfully refuted and rebuked. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vsa. 21. After these things were ended, 
Paul purposed in the spirit, etc.—Paul does 
not believe that a time of repose had now ar¬ 
rived ; he is eager to proceed farther, as if he 
had hitherto accomplished nothing. He has al¬ 
ready gained possession of Ephesus and Asia; 
he resolves to proceed to Macedonia and Achaia; 
his view is directed to Jerusalem; he meditates 
an expedition to Rome, and, afterwards, to 
Spain (Rom. xv. 24). No Alexander, no Cmsar, 
no other hero, ever exhibited such a lofty spirit 
as that which animated this little Benjamite 
[an allusion either to Ps. lxviii. 27, or to Augus¬ 
tine’s explanation of the apostle’s name (the Latin 
paulus ), and to his tribe, Rom. xi. 1.—Ta.]. The 
truth concerning Christ, faith in Him, and love 
to Him, had enlarged bis heart, and made it wide 
as the ocean. (Bengel).—There are times when 
the burdens and cares of our office seem to be 


almost too great to be borne, and when we ex¬ 
claim with Elijah: “ It is enough; now, O Lord, 
take away my life ” [1 Kings xix. 4]. But there 
are also other times, in which we can soar aloft 
in spirit, and, inspired by the dignity of our 
office, take such views and form snob resolutions 
respecting the future, as are here ascribed to 
Paul. (Rieger).— Jerusalem and Rome sis 
two peculiar, and, in their spiritual and secular 
relations, very remarkable cities. At the be¬ 
ginning, much that was good, and, afterwards, 
much that was evil, was widely diffused from 
them as centred points. Muoh blood of the saints, 
crying for vengeance, has already been shed in 
them, and will yet be shed, Matth xxiii. 85; 
Rev. xviiL 24. It is worthy of remark that it 
was necessary for Luther also to see Rome, be¬ 
fore the Reformation eommenoed. (id.).—God 
often fulfils the desires of his people, not in strict 
accordance with their opinion, but in that form 
which, as he judges, will most surely conduce to 
His honor and to their salvation. Paul desired 
to see Rome, but he was brought thither as a 
prisoner. (Starke).—Whatever changes might 
occur in the condition of this witness of Jesus, 
he never lost sight of Jerusalem and Rome, the 
scenes of his sufferings and martyrdom. Such 
was the course whioh the Lord had prescribed, 
and he hastened to finish it, even as Jesus wait 
forward to meet the cross and death. (Ap. 
Past.). 

Via. 28. No small stir about that way.— 
This “way” did not correspond to the wishes of 
all men, for it required them to abandon their 
trade and forsake their own ways. Henoe they 
create a disturbance, and Satan always d&ires 
to obstruct the narrow way. (Gossner.)—It is 
obvious that Luke does not intend to conduct us 
through pagan lands and cities, without showing 
us that dark abyss from which destructive influ¬ 
ences were to proceed, that would cause the 
Church to shed many tears and pour forth her 
blood. (Baumgarten).—When Paul was on the 
point of commencing the journey, God permitted 
him to be exposed to serious danger in Ephesus, 
in order that he might, from every spot, carry 
forth with him the marks [Gal. vi. 17] of the 
sufferings of Jesus, and, while enjoying the bless¬ 
ing of the Lord, might also bear after Him the 
cross. (Ap. Past.). 

Vn. 24. For a certain man. named De¬ 
metrius, etc.—It appears that the cause of the 
tumult was covetousness under the disguise of 
religion. Demetrius, the silversmith, is a type 
of all those dishonest religious sealots, who pre¬ 
tend that they are governed by seal for smind 
doctrine, the honor of God, and the preservation 
of truth an^order, while their real object is 
solely to retam their income, ease and honors. 
(Ap. Past). 

Vxa. 26, 26. Sira, ye know, that by this 
craft we have our wealth - - - this Paul 
hath - - - turned away much people, 
etc.—The Gospel of Jesus cannot possibly main¬ 
tain peace with the dead idola which the people 
of the world worship, and it rebukes the sinful 
lusts and evil works which give pleasure to them. 
Is it a wonder that such preaching should arouse 
the hatred, envy and jealousy of men who will 
not abandon their gods ?—There are certain sine 
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peculiar to trade and business in general, which 
long hinder the conversion of persons who are 
so oocupied. Many tradesmen adopt it as a 
principle that nsnry, fraud, and unrighteous 
gains, are, as it were, allowable in their busi¬ 
ness. It is by the influence of this delusion that 
8stan retains such men in his service. A wise 
teacher will regard it as his duty to endeavor to 
expose and destroy all hidden snares of this cha¬ 
racter. (Ap. Past.).—Wherever Jesus Christ, the 
trueiLord of all men, appears. He attracts to 
Himself the hearts, the love, the prayers, the 
outward works and also the outward sacrifices 
of men, and these are withdrawn from the idols 
to which they had been hitherto offered. If the 
idols of pagans and the idols of Christians could 
sigh and weep, they would begin to sigh and 
weep whenever the Holy Ghost opens an avenue 
among the nations. Heathen priests have often 
proclaimed falsehoods to their people, when the 
latter yielded to the influence of the Gospel, and 
have said: 4 Our God has complained and sighed 
in his temple, because his sacrifices have been 
withheld/ But who is it that thus complains 
and sighs? He who is hidden behind the idol, 
and who derives his gains through that medium. 
(Ahifeld).—Tetiel, in his day, and Leo, the en¬ 
lightened pope, spoke precisely in the same man¬ 
ner. (Besser).—Even at the present time, in the 
bosom of Christendom, selfishness renews this 
opposition to divine truth in the hearts of men, 
both in science and in the outward life. Is it 
not selfishness, when the arrogant understanding 
of man will not submit in obedience to Jesus 
Christ? Is it not selfishness, when the carnal 
mind will not oonsent to abandon the lusts of the 
flesh and the lusts of the world? Is it not sel¬ 
fishness, when the natural will attempts by its 
own resources to create a righteousness which 
shall avail before God? (Leonh. and Sp.). 

Veil 27. But also that the temple - - - 
should be despised, etc.—How skilfully ava¬ 
rice can conoeal itself under the mantle of zeal 
for religion! (Qnesnel). 

Via. 28. Cried out, saying, Great is Diana 
of the Bphesians. —Many mechanics make an 
idol of their trade. (Starke).—True religion is not 
maintained by means of tumults, (id.).—Who 
was the instigator of such a tumult and uproar? 
Was it Elijah, who troubled Israel [1 Kings xviii. 
17, 18], or Jezebel, with all those who, like her¬ 
self, were idolaters ? (Gossner).—Do you shudder 
at the sight of suoh blindness on the part of 
people, who, in many other respects, possessed 
so much intelligence ? Do not, however, believe 
that such shuddering is the sole effect which this 
scene should produce. Let this tumult, even if 
you glance merely at its original source, be a 
warning to you. Let the history of recent times 
teach you how corrupt individuals have been able 
to gain many adherents, to use the ignorant as 
their instruments, to attract by promises, to alarm 
by threats, and, when they assumed the guise of 
rectitude, to flatter human passions and employ 
tbe worst means, and have thus deluded entire 
congregations and large masses of men, so that 
these were not ashamed blindly to follow their 
blind guides. (Apelt).—A certain external zeal 
may be enkindled even in favor of the truth or 
of portions of it, and attract a host of followers, 


who convert a holy zeal for the Lord into the un¬ 
holy cry; “Great is our Diana 1” Thus, in the 
age of the Reformation, the controversy respect¬ 
ing Original Sin (namely, whether it belonged to 
the very nature or substance of man, or only ad¬ 
hered to him as an accident or quality not essential 
to his nature) was carried even into drinking- 
houses,' and divided the meanest peasants into two 
parties, who usually decided the question by 
means of their clubs. (Williger). 

Vkb. 29. And the whole city was filled 
with confusion. —Here we have a faithful de¬ 
scription of a riot. One or two evil-minded men 
begin it; then it extends, and, like a mighty tor¬ 
rent, soon overflows town and eountry. (Starke). 

Vsb. 80. And when Paul would have 
entered in unto the people, the disciples 
suffered him not. —Christians should indeed 
be firm, but not obstinate. (Lindhammer).—When 
the servants of God, who are full of His Spirit, 
are in danger of being carried beyond proper 
limits by their zeal. He often warns and restrains 
them even through the medium of others who have 
not the Spirit in the same measure. Even the 
most intelligent man does not always act with in¬ 
telligence. (Gossner).—When the blind passions 
of the mob rage and foam like the stormy ocean, 
even the loudest voice which the witnesses of the 
truth could lift up, will not be heard, and, at 
such moments, Paul himself can adopt no other 
coarse than that of observing silence. 

Vsb. 81. And certain of the chief of Asia, 
whioh were his friends, etc.—An upright 
teacher will always retain faithful friends, even 
among men of distinction and authority, although 
the world may hate him. Herod highly esteemed 
John [Mark vi. 20], however cruelly he ulti¬ 
mately persecuted him. Joseph and Nicodemus 
were secretly attached to Jesus. The genuine 
purity, integrity and truth, which our words and 
works ought to reveal, if we are the servants of 
Christ, will always secure the esteem and confi¬ 
dence of intelligent people of the world, although 
they may not themselves as yet be converted. A 
servant of Jesus will not court the favor of the 
world; but when God provides for his servants 
friends who are eminent and influential men, the 
latter are the instruments which a gracious Pro¬ 
vidence employs for the protection and aid of 
such servants in the various circumstances in 
which they are placed. (Ap. Past.).—Man’s favor 
and God’s grace are both desirable, when both 
may be found; but when man’s favor is withheld, 
God’s grace alone will suffice. (Old proverb). 

Vbb. 82. Some therefore cried one thing 
... knew not wherefore they were come 
together. —This is still the case, in our day, 
with the ignorant multitude, when political and 
religious agitators attempt to gain adherents. 
Many an honest German burgher (Spiessburger). 
has, of late years, joined in a ory with others at 
a popular assembly, subscribed an address, or 
voted at an election, and never knew what the 
8ubjeot really was. In such cases the intelligent 
man and upright Christian may sadly smile, and, 
with the dying Huss, exclaim: 0 sancta simplicity/ 
And he may devoutly remember the compassionate 
prayer of our merciful Highpriest: ‘Father, for¬ 
give them; for they know not what they do!’ [Lu. 
xxiii. 84]. 
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Vbr. 88. And they drew Alexander out 
of the multitude, etc.—The excited mob of 
pagans was soon joined by malignant Jews; the 
latter intended to set forth Alexander as their 
speaker, who doubtless desired to defend the 
Jews, but, above all, to make a new attack on 
PauL He was not, however, allowed to speak. 
We cannot read this narrative without shudder¬ 
ing; and when we reflect on all that Paul endured 
on that occasion, we can readily understand his 
meaning when he compares that trial to a struggle 
with wild beasts, 1 Cor. xv. 82. (Rieger). 

V kb. 84. About the spaoe of two hours 
oried out. Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 
—Men are never made drunken by the Holy 
Ghost (ch. ii. 18), but often by the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience. (Eph. 
ii. 2).—That spirit often extends to them the in¬ 
toxicating cup of pride and falsehood, filled to 
the brim, so that while they adore their idols, and 
thus virtually glorify themselves, they become 
deaf to the voice of truth, and are incapable of 
sober reflection. * Great is Diana of the Ephe¬ 
sians!’ This cry is still repeated, and the name 
alone of the idol is changed. The popular ideas 
and the heroes of the day are usually indebted 
for the honor and applause which they tempo¬ 
rarily receive, to this cry of the foolish multitude. 
And yet this cry by no means proves that they 
possess any intrinsic worth. When Satan per¬ 
ceives that his time is nearly at an end, his fury 
is redoubled. The loud outcry at Ephesus plainly 
proved that the party which raised it, was ap¬ 
proaching its dissolution. (Leonh. and Sp.). 

Vbr. 85, 86. And when the townclerk 
had appeased the people, etc.—Tumults and 
insurrections are often more successfully sup¬ 
pressed by an eloquent tongue, than by a strong 
arm and a heavy sword. (Starke).—It is true 
that the townclerk’s address is not an apostle’s 
sermon; still, it shows that the speaker was a pru¬ 
dent, considerate, firm and just man, whom many 
Christian rulers might take as their model. He 
first of all calms the people, and gains their con¬ 
fidence by the assurance that the reputation of 
their city was incapable of being successfully as¬ 
sailed. But then his subsequent remarks do not 
accord with the sentiments of the people; he does 
not justify their course, neither does he place the 
persecuted disciples in their power. (Leonh. and 
«P.). 

Vbr. 87. These men, which are neither 
robbers of churches [temples], nor yet blas¬ 
phemers of your goddess. —The Christians of 
Ephesus on this occasion receive a recompense 
for having walked according to the rule which 
Paul gave to Titus: “ Put them in mind to be sub¬ 
ject to principalities and powers, to obey magis¬ 
trates, to be ready to every good work, to speak 
evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, 
shewing all meekness unto all men.” Tit. iii. 1, 2. 
(Besser).—We can here perceive with what pru¬ 
dence the apostles must have borne testimony 
against the heathen idols, since they could not be 
accused of having blasphemed Diana. Carnal 
weapons afford no substantial aid to the oause of 
truth. (Rieger).—It was not Paul’s custom to as¬ 
sail the idols of the pagans in direct terms. He 
first of all preached Jesus Christ to them, and 
built up in them that which was new; the old then 


fell of itself to the ground. (Ahlfeld.).—Neither 
does it afford us, who are preachers, any aid, 
when we disparage the idols of the world, unleo, 
at the same time, we magnify the name of Christ. 

Veb. 88. If DemetHus and the craftsmen 
- - have a matter - - the law is open. etc.— 
It is a mercy of God when a wise government ex¬ 
ists, which is able to maintain law and order, and 
repress arbitrary conduct and injustice. (Leonh. 
and Sp.).—Paul here experienced the truth of all 
that he had said in praise of government: “ He [It, 
t. e. y civil government] is the minister of God to 
thee for good, etc.” Rom. xiii. 4. (Williger). 

Vbr. 41. And when he had thus spoken, 
he dismissed the assembly. —Their wrath, 
which had been so quickly enkindled, was as 
quickly extinguished. (Chrysostom).—Thus the 
tumult was suppressed by the wisdom and elo¬ 
quence of the townclerk, whom the grace of God 
employed as an instrument for delivering His ser¬ 
vants from danger, and defeating the enemies of 
the Gospel. But the roots of su<3i enmity cannot 
be destroyed except by the silent power of the 
divine word, and by the winning language of the 
Holy Ghost, who is the true defender of the 
people of God. 0 Lord Jesus, whom the winds 
and the sea obey, assuage thou the raging of the 
nations and of our own flesh and blood against 
thee (Rieger); calm our hearts, and teach them 
to obey thy truth, and to eigoy the blessed peace 
of thy life! (Leonh. and 8p.). 

(On Vbr. 21-41). The uproar raised in Ephesus 
against the Gospel of Christ: L Originating in self¬ 
ishness; II. Maintained by delusions; IIL Tri¬ 
umphantly suppressed by the power of divine 
grace. (Leonh. and Sp.).—Lessons taught by ex¬ 
perience respecting the self-deception of seditious men: 
1. They claim that they have lofty aims, but are 
controlled by the basest selfishness; II. They sup¬ 
pose that they act with freedom, but they are the 
blind tools of artful deceivers; IIL They profess 
to act with intelligence, but they are guilty of 
the most absolute folly; IV. They boast that they 
contend for justice, but they commit the grossest 
acts of injustice; V. They entertain the wildest 
expectations, but ultimately gain nothing. (Bo be). 
—The tumult of the Ephesians , a warning for our 
times: I. In its remote source and its immediate 
cause; II. In its progress and results. (Apelt.). 
—The struggle which selfishness constantly maintains 
with the Gospel: I. The means which it employs, 
ver. 26-27; II. The results produced, ver. 28-80. 
(Lisco).— The hostility of idolaters to the Gospel: 
I. Its sources, vers. 28-27; II. Its external form, 
ver. 28, 29. .(id.).— Rules for our conduct towards 
mm excited by their passions , which the address of the 
Ephesian townclerk furnishes: I. To recognise every 
element of truth in their complaints; IL To un¬ 
fold any mistakes which they have made; IIL To 
recommend lawful remedies: IV. To show the 
guilt and danger of disorderly proceedings, (id.). 
—The Lord, protecting his church even by meant of 
of its enemies: I. He exposes their impure motives, 
and thus demonstrates the righteousness of His 
own cause: (a) the superstition, (6) the selfish¬ 
ness—of the Ephesian rioters; Ii. He converts 
the internal self-contradiction of sin into means 
for sustaining the truth: (a) the pagans rejectnn 
alliance with the Jews against the Christians—n 
victory of the truth, ver. 88, 84; (6) the tumult 
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terminates to the injury of its authors—the good 
cause suffers^io harm, ver. 88-40. (id.).— The 
silver smith D title trim and his associates , in modern 
times: they are, I. The abject slaves of money, 
whose eager search for temporal gains, banishes 
every thought on eternal things, ver. 24, 25; II. 
The blind adherents of the established order, who, 
at every new movement of the Spirit, dread the 
loss of comfort, and even fear that the world will 
be destroyed, ver. 26, 27: III. The self-satisfied 
priests of the Beautiful, who, in their idolatrous 
worship of Nature and Art, are unwilling to ac¬ 
knowledge a consciousness of sin and of their 
need of grace, ver. 27. (Compare Goethe’s poem, 
entitled: ‘Great is Diana of the Ephesians,’ and 
his confession in his correspondence with Jacobi: 
“I cannot help it that I am one of the Ephesian 
silversmiths; I have spent my life in contemplat¬ 
ing, admiring, and adoring the wonderful temple 
of the goddess (Nature), and in imitating her 
mysterious forms, and I cannot possibly derive 
any pleasure from the attempt of any apostle who 
obtrudes on his fellow-citixens another, and, more¬ 
over, a formless God,”—as Jacobi did, in his work: 
On Divine Things). [According to Jacobi’s phi¬ 
losophy, God is, essentially, only a moral idea. 
Ukbzoo: Real-Enc. VII. 864). — Tn.]. IV. The 
hypocritical zealots in the cause of the church 
and religion, whose sanctimonious seal for the 
house of God, is only a veil that conceals their 
selfish purposes, ver. 27.—* Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians ,’ but still greater is the God qf the Chris¬ 
tians: I. The kingdom of nature is great and 
glorious, but our true home and our true peace 
can be found only in the kingdom of grace. II. 
The works of art and science which the human 
mind has produced, are great and beautiful, but 
when art and science are not controlled by the 
divine Spirit, and directed by the light of the 
Christian revelation, they go astray and enter very 
dark and dangerous paths. III. The power of the 
human will is great and mighty, but we cannot, 
even with the best intentions, render a pure ser¬ 
vice to the holy God, or build a temple that is 
worthy of Him, unless His Spirit cleanses the 
heart, and converts it into His sanctuary, and un¬ 
less His strength is made perfect in our weakness 
[2 Cor. xii. 9]. IV. The history of temporal king¬ 
doms (like Greece and Rome) records great and 
memorable deeds, but Christ’s kingdom of the 
cross triumphs over all of them; Ephesus is in 
ruins, and the temple of Diana is destroyed, but 
even the gates of Hell shall not prevail against 
Bis Church.— The tumult at Ephesus , an awful image 
of rebellion against the Gospel of God, which is con¬ 
tinually renewed: I. In the benighted heathen 
world, by the brutal and, indeed, the Satanic 


spirit of heathenism: the dark soenes presented 
by the missionary field, such as the bloody per¬ 
secution in Madagascar, the mutiny in India, etc. 

II. In unconverted Christendom, by a carnal 
mind, which will not submit to the rebukes of 
God’s word, and by the materialism of the age, 
which will not recognize heavenly things. III. In 
the hearts even of upright Christians, by the 
pride of reason, by self-righteousness, and by the 
flesh, which dreads the cross.—* Why do the heathen 
rage , and the people imagine a vain thing f - - He that 
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh ; the Lord shall have 
them in derision ,’ Ps. ii. 1-4: I. The raging of the 
heathen: (a) their madness, ver. 28-29; (6) their 
blindness, ver. 82. II. The derision of the Lord: 
(a) He rules, in serene majesty, over His raging 
enemies; ( b ) He puts to shame their devices, be¬ 
fore the whole world, Vger. 85-40.— Christy the 
almighty Master of the tempest, even when unchained 
nations begin to rage: I. Iu the hour of danger, 
he places his people in the ark of safety: Paul, 
ver.' 80, 81. II. He casts rooks into the sea, 
against which the raging waves dash in vain: the 
townclerk, ver. 86 ff. III. He allows the storm of 
passion to expend its strength, and then subside: 
the appeased assembly, ver. 86-41. IV. He con¬ 
ducts the vessel of his church, on its voyage in 
safety: Paul’s progress, in the following chapter. 
—The messengers of the Gospel , opponents , it is true, 
but not blasphemers , of heathenism , ver. 37: the 
proof is derived, I. From their Christian pru¬ 
dence ; with all their zeal for the house of the 
Lord, they are not foolishly zealous; II. From their 
Christian love; the indignation with which they 
survey the abominations of heathenism, is sur¬ 
passed by the pity with which they behold the 
misery of the heathens; III. From their Christian 
wisdom; even in the gloom of heathenish folly, a 
spark of primitive truth may be perceived [comp. 
17-22 ff.].— The townclerk of Ephesus a model, both 
as a man of thepeopUy and as a statesman: I. His 
undaunted courage; II. His calmness and dis¬ 
cretion; III. His impartial justice; IV. His bene¬ 
volent spirit.—[Ver. 86-41.— The address of the 
townclerk of Ephesus: I. The circumstances which 
led to it: (a) the decline of idolatry; ( b ) the 
powerful influence of the Gospel; (c) the selfish 
passions of men. II. Its course of reasoning: he 
refers (a) to the apparently unfounded apprehen¬ 
sions of the multitude, ver. 86: (6) to the obvious 
innocence of the accused parties, ver. 87; (c) to 
the unlawful proceedings of the people, ver. 40. 

III. Its effect: (a) it delivered the apostle and his 
associates from personal danger; (b) it disap¬ 
pointed the malice of hostile pagans and Jews (ver. 
83); (c) it strengthened the faith of the believers. 

—uE.]. 
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B. — 8100 HD PAST (OF TH 1 THIRD JOURNEY) ; SUMMARY EXPORT OF THS JOURXXY THROUGH MACE¬ 
DONIA AND GRBXC 1 , AND THXNOX BACK TO MIL 1 TUS. 


Chaptxr XX. 1-16. 

1 And [Bat] after the uproar was [had] ceased, Paul called unto him the disciples 1 , 
and embraced them [saluted them on parting], and departed for to go into [went out 

2 of the city in order to travel to] Macedonia. *And when he had gone over 

[through] those parts [regions], and had given them much exhortation [exhorted 

3 them with many words], he came into Greece, *And there abode three months. And 
when [And after he had abode there three months, and] the Jews laid wait for him, 
as [when] he was about to sail into Syria, he purposed [resolved] to return through 

4 Macedonia. *And there accompanied him into [as far aa, J#m,] Asia Sopater [the 
son of Pyrrhus 1 ,] of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus; and 

5 Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and [but] of Asia, Tycliicus and Trophimus. *Theee 

6 going before [went before and] tarried for us at Troas. * And [But] we sailed away 
from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five 

7 days [by the fifth day]; where we abode seven days. *And [But] upon the first Joy 
of the week, when the disciples [when we 1 ] came together to break bread, Paul 
preached unto [discoursed with] them, ready [intending] to depart on the morrow 
[following day]; and continued nis speech [prolonged the discourse, X6yov\ until 

8 midnight. *And [<W] there were many lights [lamps] in the upper chamber, where 

9 they [we 4 ] were gathered together. *And [But] there sat in a window a certain young 
man [a youth] named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was krag 
preaching [long continued to speak], he sunk down with [was overcome by] sleep, 

10 and fell down from the third loft [story], and was taken [lifted] up dead. *Ana [But] 
Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing Atm said, Trouble not yourselves [Be 

11 not distressed] ; for his life [soul, is in him. *'When he therefore was come up 
again [Then (dk xaV) he went up], and had broken [broke the 1 ] bread, and eaten [ate 
something], and talxed a long while [talked much with them], even till break of day, 

12 so he [and thus (o5rwe) he] departed. *And [But] they brought the young man 

13 [lad, iralda] alive, and were not a little comforted. *And [But] we went before to 
ship [in advance to the (rd) vessel], and sailed unto Assos, there [thence] intending 
to take in [up] Paul; for so had he appointed, minding [intending] himself to go 

14 afoot [by land]. *And [But] when he met with us at Assos, we took him in [up], 

15 and came to Mitylene. Ana we sailed thence, and came the next day over against 
[opposite to] Chios; and the next day we arrived at [approached] Samos, and tarried 

16 at TrogyIlium 1 ; and the next day [on the following day] we came to Miletus. *For 
Paul had determined [resolved] 7 to sail by [past] Ephesus, because he would not spend 
the time [in order that it might not be necessary for him to delay] in Asia; for he 
hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at [come to] Jerusalem [by] the day of Pen¬ 
tecost 


i Ver. 1. Lachmann Inserts the words col wapaxmMaat after in accordance with some manuscripts [vin, 

A. B. D. B.J this reading, [omitted in text rtc. and bj Q. H.l like some others which are connected with it, seems to he 
spurious, and Is cancelled by Tischendorf. [Alford, like Lach., Inserts the two words with a comma after them They 
are found also in Cod. Sin. Meyer snppoeee that they were a marginal gloss on iovao., borrowed from ver. 2, since no 
plausible reason can be assigned for the omission, if they are genuine; de Wette concurs with him.—Tk.1 

* Ver. 4. Uv#ov, after Xwir. is omitted in text, rtc., but is sustained by four uncial manuscripts [A. iD.L, sad aim 
by Cod. 81 n A by thirty minuscules, and by several ancient versions; it is omitted only in the two latest uncial mean- 
scripts [G. ft., also Syr. The printed text of the Vulg. omits the name, but Pyri oocars in Cod. Amiatinus; the Sixties 
edition exhibited Socipatcr .— T*.]. The name was perhaps dropped on account of the similarity of sound, as it r ese m bles 
Bspouuor [Uvp-, Bep-J which Immediately follows. Lach. and Tisch. [also Alf.and later editors generally] nave with great 
propriety, Inserted tins name. 

* Ver. 7. The text. rtc ., which is followed by Grieebach and 8cholx, exhibits rf»w ifrmr [after ommifeM’, instead «f 

in accordance with G. but this reading is undoubtedly a later alteration [by copyists], in order to suit r~ - 

[See below. Ex so. note on ver. 7, 8 .Jj.—T m.]. The manuscripts A. B. D. B. [also Cod._ Sin.], twenty minuscules, and i 
the vei 
StMUl C 

[Recent < w ... 

cent editors In accordance with A. B. E. G. H. Cod. Sin.—Tm.] 

« Ver. 8. [See the foregoing note for — Til] 
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• Ver. 11. r&»» before <£pror [omitted In text. r®c.], is found in A. B. C. D (original), but Is omitted In D (corrected). B. 
0. H. It was inconsiderately dropped [by copyists] to suit aprov [without the article] in ver. 7. [Inserted by Lach., Tisch., 
Bonn, and Alt—Tbv is found In Cod. Sin. (original), but Tisch. remarks concerning a later hand: “ C Improbavit.”— Tr.] 
•Tor. 15. Lachmann cancels the words kou ptivavr*? iv Tpwy. [and inserts £1 before «xop., all in accordance with A. 
B. C. E. and Cod. Sin., some minuscules, and Tnlg.]. He then continues: rfi i\. But those words are found in D. G. 
IL, and most of the minuscules, several versions, and fathers. They were probably omitted [by copyists] only because 
the context was not understood, which feemed [at first sight (Alf.)] to imply that Trogyllium was in Samos, whereas it 
was weQ known that this town was situated elsewhere [namely, on the Ionian coast. Meyer regards the clause as genu¬ 
ine, since nothing could have suggested the insertion of it at a later period.—T r.] 

T Ver. 16. The text. rtc. [followed by Scholc] has ixpive ; but this reading is found only in the two latest uncial manu¬ 
scripts [G. H.], and some fathers. Kcxpucei, however, is fax more strongly attested [via., by A. B. 0 (orig.). D. E. Cod. Sin. 
Vulg.], was recommended by Griesbach, and has been adopted by Lach. and Tisch., [also by Born, and Alf. As an eccle¬ 
siastical portion or reading lesson began at ver. 16, the pluperfect was altered into the independent historic aorist. 
(Meyer; ae Wette; Alf.).—T r.] 


EXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 1. And after the uproar was oeased. 

—The departure of the apostle was not, (as Hug, 
Ewald and others suppose), occasioned or has¬ 
tened by the tumult whioh had occurred, as if 
he fled because his life was still endangered. 
On the contrary, the first words of this chapter 
specify only the time, but not the motive, of his 
departure; they simply inform us that he waited 
until quiet was restored, and then commenced 
the journey which he had previously (xix. 21, 
22) resolved to make. [“ Notices of this journey 
may be found 2 Cor. ii. 12,18; vii. 6. 6.” (Alf.). 
-Tr.] 

Ver. 2, 8. And when he had gone over 
those parts. —Avrobg refers to the Christians 
in Macedonia, as the words pkprj inelva and 
M ant&. show. is not to be understood of 

Greece, exclusive of Achaia, and particularly of 
the Peloponnesus (Bengel); it here denotes the 
whole of Greece, to which Luke elsewhere ap¬ 
plies the official name of Aohaia, but whioh he 
now designates by the older and the popular 
name of Hellas. The participle noifociq is ana- 
coluthic [comp. briyv6vre^ t note 5 appended to 
text of ch. xix. 21-41.— Tr.] ; the very construc¬ 
tion of the sentence exhibits the haste with 
which Luke, on this occasion, passes over the 
labors of the apostle in Europe. The insidious 
attempt of the Jews on the life of Paul was 
doubtless made at Corinth, from which point he 
had intended to proceed by water to Syria; it 
induced him to proceed thither by land. This 
route conducted him through Macedonia, but oc¬ 
cupied so much more time than the other, that 
he was ultimately compelled to proceed with 
very great haste (ver. 16), if he desired to reach 
Jerusalem at the appointed time. 

Ver. 4, 5. And there accompanied him. 
—Luke now refers to the attendants of the apos¬ 
tle, of whom he names not less than seven, while 
he himself, according to ver. 6 ff.; 18 ff., also 
belonged to the company. Three were natives 
of Macedonia, the other four, of Asia Minor. 
Sopater of Berea, who is otherwise unknown, is 
first named, as the apostle on his return passed 
through Berea, which lay further to the south, 
before he reached Thessalonica, to which city 
the two friends belonged, who are next men¬ 
tioned. Of the latter, Secundus is not intro¬ 
duced elsewhere, whereas Aristarchus had al¬ 
ready been in the company of the apostle at 
Ephesus, (ch. xix. 29), at a later period attended 
Mm daring his voyage to Rome (ch. xxvii. 2), 
and also shared his imprisonment in that city 
(CoL iv. 10; Pbilem. 24). As Gaius was of 
Derbe, he was a different person from the Mace¬ 


donian Gaius mentioned in oh. xix. 29. The 
name of Timotheus ocours without any addi¬ 
tional remark, as previous statements (ch. xvi. 
1, etc.), had already made him sufficiently known. 
Tychicus was also with Paul in Rome at a later 
period (Col. iv. 7, 8; Eph. vi. 21), and carried 
letters of the apostle to congregations in Asia 
Minor; comp. 2 Tim. iv. 12; Tit. iii. 12. Troph¬ 
imus, as we are specially informed in the next 
chapter (xxi. 29), was an Ephesian by birth. 
As a Gentile-Christian, he was the innocent 
cause of the tumult which occurred in Jerusa¬ 
lem, and of the arrest of the apostle. The words 
&Xpt t. ’A<r. specify Asia procoruularis as the des¬ 
tination of the company, without, however, de¬ 
nying that any of the number, e. g. y Aristarchus 
and Timotheus [xxi. 29; xxvii. 2] remained with 
the apostle until he reached Jerusalem. All 
proceeded with the latter as far as Asia, but not 
further. The conjecture of Baumgarten that all 
the men accompanied Paul to Jerusalem, in order 
to be there presented not only to the believers, 
but also to all Israel as the seven representatives 
of # the converted Gentile world, is not satisfacto¬ 
rily sustained by the considerations whioh have 
been advanced in its favor. 

Ver. 6. a. And we sailed away.— After 
the seven attendants had departed from Philippi, 
they were followed by Paul and Luke; for the 
latter again refers to himself in the word $pac, 
ver. 6. The distinction between ovrot, ver. 6, 

S which also includes Timotheus, ver. 4) and 
pelg, ver. 6, forbids us to assume [with seversd 
recent German authors.— Tr.] that Timotheus 
was the writer of those passages in which the 
pronoun “we” occurs. Luke had remained at 
Philippi, during Paul’s second missionary jour¬ 
ney, ch. xvi. 14 [see Exbg. note on ch. xvi. 86- 
40. b. ult .— Tr.]; he now rejoins the apostle in 
the same city, ver. 6, on the return of the latter 
from his third missionary journey. At this 
point, accordingly, precise specifications of the 
time begin, as if a journal had been kept, in 
which the incidents of the journey were re¬ 
corded. 

b. After the days of unleavened bread, 
and of the Passover, Paul sailed with Luke from 
Philippi; the vessel did not, however, arrive at 
Troas, until the fifth day, whereas, according to 
ch. xvi. 11, 12, the voyage from Troas to Phi¬ 
lippi, on that occasion, required scarcely three 
days. 

Ver. 7, 8. a. And upon the first day of 
the week. —Luke here relates, ver. 7-12, an 
event which occurred in Troas—the restoration 
to life of a youth, whose death had been occa¬ 
sioned by a fall, at the time when Paul was con¬ 
ducting religious services on the eve of his de¬ 
parture, namely, upon the first day of the 
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week. Acoording to the Hebraistic unit lo- found to be dead when the people attempted to 
quendi , peculiar both to the Gospels and the Acts raise him up. Neither this expression, nor the 
[see Winer: Cham, j 87. 1.— Tr.], and also to context in general, furnishes any reason for 
the epistles of Paul (1 Cor. xvi. 2), fua is used taking vtxpds in the sense of vexprff (as de 
for np6nj. Now, the first day of the week was Wette, Olshausen and others do), as if the young 
our Sunday; and we here observe the first trace man had been only apparently dead, or had 
of the observance of Sunday, which the history fainted, etc. 

of the church exhibits. It cannot be denied, it Vkr. 10-12. And Paul - - - fell on blm, 
is true, that this assembly of the Christians for etc.—The procedure of the apostle, who laid 
the purpose of breaking bread, i. e., for par- himself on the dead body, resembled that of 
taking of the bread in connection with the holy Elisha in the case of the deceased son of the 
religious services—the Lord’s Supper,—and for Shunammite (2 Kings iv. 84), and that of Eligah 
hearing the word of God, might have accidentally in the case of the son of the widow of Zarephath 
occurred on the first day of the week, since Paul’s [Sarepta, Lu. iv. 26] (1 Kings xvii. 21); it was 
departure was to take place on the following his object to reanimate the lifeless body through 
day (Meyer). But this interpretation, at the the medium of bodily contact and vital warmth, 
same time, fails to explain Luke’s motive for After this act had been performed, Paul said to 
mentioning this day in such express terms. His those who surrounded him, that they should not 
language plainly indicates that this day was pre- be disquieted nor distressed ( dopvpao&ai, in the 
oisely one that was kept holy and one on which middle voice, constemor , not merely: to ery aloud, 
assemblies for religious services were customs- as Luther and de Wette interpret the word, as 
rily held. With this view the circumstance most this sense seems less suited to the context, than 
happily agrees, that the first mention of the the other.). [“Do not lament , which, aooording 
observance of Sunday is made in connection with to the Oriental habit and the import of the word, 
a Gentile-Christian congregation, since, accord- they were doing with loud and passionate out¬ 
ing to the nature of the case, this custom was cry; oomp. Matth. ix. 23; Mark v. 39.” (Hack- 
introduced at an earlier period and with more ett).— Tr.]. “His soul is in him,” said Peal, 
ease in Gentile-Christian, than in Judseo-Chris- not: “is again in him,” but as little: “is yet in 
tian congregations. [See Conyb. and H., Life, him.” Paul could not say the latter, for the 
etc., of St. Paul. Ch. AX. Yol. II. 212.— Tr.] young man had been actually killed by the tall, 

b. When they [we] were gathered to- and the former he would not say, as he did not 
gether.—[For fyev, ver. 8, instead of faav, see desire to make an ostentatious display of himself 
above, note 3, appended to the text, as well as and his miraculous power. Still, the whole 
for i)yuv, ver. 7, instead of r. pad. —Tr.]. The statement is of such a nature as to show concln- 
historian indicates by ijuuv, that he himself was sively that the restoration of the deceased was 

S resent at this assembly; he appends, imme- effected by the miraculous operation of the apos- 
iately afterwards, the words &iz7iyzro airroic, as tie. Indeed, the words fyyayov — £&vra, ver. 12, 
the discourse of the apostle was essentially a as contradistinguished from ffpdrj vzxp6^, ver. 9, 
farewell sermon (y£?.hjv tfihai), addressed to plainly exhibit the meaning which Luke intend- 
those from whom he was parting, and not to his ed to convey. The statement that, after this in- 
travelling companions, among whom was the his- oident, Paul broke the bread and ate (that is, 
tori an. This circumstance was overlooked by performed the act which he had originally in 
many persons, particularly by transcribers, who, view, according to ver. 11 compared with ver. 7), 
consequently, supposed that they ought to write that he resumed his discourse, and that he com- 
tuv ya-drjrCnf, instead of iiyuv. The lamps were tinned even till break of day, implies that the 
many in number, on account of the solemnity design and the continuance of the meeting had 
of the occasion (not torchee (Luther), but hand- not been seriously affected by an occurrence, the 
lamps.). [“Lights, literally, lamps, but in a wider consequences of which might have been very 
sense than that which we attach to it, in- painful. KT^v hprov , ver. 11, cannot be other- 
eluding torches, candles, lanterns, etc., and wise understood than as in ver. 7, although Gro- 
therefore, both in etymology and usage, corres- tins and Kuinoel allege that the expression refer* 
ponding very nearly to the word used in the in ver. 7 to a religious meal, but in ver. 11 
English version.” (Alex.).— Tr.1 merely to an early meal, of which the traveller 

Ver. 9. There aat in a window a certain partook when he departed.—Ofcruf before kftMhv, 
young man. —Eutychus was sitting on the win- implies that Paul commenced his journey without 
dow, i. e., on the ledge or bench of the opening, having found any repose during that whole 
which, according to the ancient custom, was not night. 

furnished with glass, nor even, in this particular Ver. 18-15. And sailed unto Amos. — 
case, with a screen or with shutters; it was, li- Luke furnishes in these verses a detailed account 
terally, an open window. From this place, of the journey from Troas to Miletus. Thecom- 
which was in the third story of the house, he panions of Paul at first sailed without him, and 
fell down in his sleep. ' The construction with proceeded along the coast from Troas to Asms in 
the four participles is the following: a young Mysia, opposite to the northern angle of Lesbos, 
man sitting on the window, and falling into a while Paul went by land to the same point, the 
deep sleep, while Paul long continued .to speak, distance being nine [German] miles [twenty 
fell down, being oveicome by sleep, etc. The English miles, or, according to Sir 0. Fellow*, 
article is prefixed when vrrvoc occurs the second thirty miles (Conyb. and H. VoL IL 218, 214).— 
time, as the latter had already been mentioned. Tr.]. Luke does not explain the motive of Paul 
'Hpdr? veKp6$ simply means: he was dead when for making this arrangement (yv dutrtTaypboc, 
lifted up, «. not carried into the house, but middle voice), and the various conjectures of 
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commentators are alike unsupported by known 
foots, t. g ., a regard for his health (Calvin); cau¬ 
tion, in view of hostile movements on the part of 
the Jews (Michaelis); official labors in the inter¬ 
mediate region (Meyer); the desire to be alone 
(Baumgarten; Ewald).—From Assos, where the 
apostle embarked, the company proceeded in a 
southerly direction, so near to the coast, that 
they sailed between the islands of Lesbos (on the 
east side of which Mitylene was beautifully situ¬ 
ated), Chios, Samos, and the western coast of 
Asia Minor.— TLapap&Xketv here may mean to 
touch at, rather than to pau over to, which the 
word undoubtedly also means.—They sailed, 
however, from Samos to the opposite coast of 
Ionia, and landed at the promontory and city of 
Trogyllium, at the foot of mount Mycale; the 
distance from Samos was forty stadia. They 
had already passed Ephesus before they touched 
at Samos. Luke informs us in ver. 16, of Paul’s 
motive for not landing at Ephesus. He appre¬ 
hended, that if he visited the city, he would be 
unavoidably detained there; on the other hand, 
the time admitted of no delay, if he wished to 
reach Jerusalem at or before the festival of Pen¬ 
tecost. Henoe he did not land until he reached 
Miletus, which was situated about nine [German] 
miles to the south [about 80 miles (“fifty,” Alf.) 
distant from Ephesus.—Tn.]; here he arrived on 
Saturday. [See Conyb. and H. Life , etc., of St. 
Paul , II. 220.—Tb.]. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The observance of Sunday is, according to 
scriptural history and doctrine, not legal, but 
evangelical, in its character. It is here men¬ 
tioned in a very unpretending manner; it might 
even seem to be accidental that the religious ser¬ 
vices of the assembly at Troas occurred precisely 
on a Sunday. The apostolical sanctification of 
the Sunday was a custom, not a precept, and 
corresponded to the Spirit of Jesus, as well as to 
the character of the apostle Paul. The Augsburg 
Confession accordingly testifies that Sunday is 
an ordinance whioh shall be observed for the 
sake of peace and love, but that it is not abso¬ 
lutely necessary to salvation [Augs. Conf. art. 
XVIIL]. 

2. In the procedure of the Christians at Troas, 
religious services are combined in an intimate 
and holy manner with the requisitions of Chris¬ 
tian social life. The apostle Paul takes leave of 
those brethren; but his farewell discourse is, at 
the same time, founded on the word of God, and, 
conversely, his instructions concerning divine 
things also assume the form of an easy and social 
conversation (dfuXeiv, diateyeodcu). All had as¬ 
sembled for the purpose of breaking the bread; 
it was, on the one hand, a holy and sacramental 
8upper of the Lord, but also, on the other, a meal 
of brotherly fellowship. The Spirit of Christ 
sanctifies the natural elements, and imparts to 
the bond which unites man to man, all its real 
strength, its lofty meaning, and its genuine and 
affectionate character. And the grace of God in 
Christ, the God-Man, is communicated to believ¬ 
ers in visible signs and corporeal pledges. Thus 
the Human and the Divine, the Corporeal and 
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the Spiritual, nature and graoe, join hand to 
hand in Christianity. 

8. The restoration of the young man to life was 
effected by means of the contact and embrace of 
the apostle. Paul placed his vital warmth in 
direct communication with the corpse which had 
scarcely become cold. The power to impart life 
to the dead, unquestionably did not depend on that 
personal contact; such an act can be performed 
solely by the almighty power of God. But when 
that power is exercised through the medium of a 
man filled with faith and the Spirit, it operates 
through corporeal and natural means. Such was 
usually the case with the miraoles which Jesus 
wrought, or when the sick were headed by the 
imposition of hands, and here, too, when an indi¬ 
vidual was restored to life, whose death had been 
occasioned by a fall. But the unostentatious 
manner in which the apostle speaks of the act, is 
an evidence that, in a higher order of things, 
even the Supernatural becomes natural, and 
hence does not claim a striking or unusual char¬ 
acter. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 1. And after the uproar was ceased, 
Paul - - - embraced them. —Paul does not 
flee like a hireling who seeth the wolf coming 
[John x. 12], but takes leave after the battle is 
fought and peace is restored. (Rieger).—Even 
though the servants of God depart, they leave a 
blessing behind them—not only the blessing of 
the seed which they scattered, but also the bless¬ 
ing of their prayers, the bleasing of their tears 
which God has seen, and the blessing of the 
promises which the Saviour has given them. It 
is truly a rich blessing which the servants of 
God bequeath. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 2. And when he had gone over, etc. 
—As a prudent householder is not only diligent 
in seeking large gains, but also careful in secu¬ 
ring them, so, too, should the pastor not only 
seek to gain souls for Christ, but also diligently 
labor to retain them in His service. (Starke).— 
Paul always exhibits the same characteristic 
features. In prisons, in tumults, among the dis¬ 
ciples, in the world, in journeys—in short, under 
all circumstances, he remained a servant of God, 
and never forgot, even when he walked in paths 
that were painful, to exhort, to comfort and to* 
strengthen believers, wherever they could be- 
found. How his example puts all those to shame, 
who lay aside their ecclesiastical character with 
the official robe, leaving it behind them at the 
church door, and who are least of all disposed to> 
consecrate their journeys to the service of Jesus! 
(Ap. Past). 

Ver. 8 . And when the Jews laid wait 
for him - - - he purposed to return, etc.— 
Paul well knew that he could not much longer 
escape the snares of his enemies; still, he did 
not wish to avoid them until the hour of the 
Lord had come, John vii. 80. (Williger).—He 
who said: “Fear not them which kill the body,” 
[Mt. x. 28], also said: “Beware of men” [Mt 
x. 17]. (Rieger). 

Ver. 4. And there accompanied him, etc. 
—From what different points of view men behold 
the Christian! Some of them seek after his life; 
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others, who love him, are willing to sacrifice 
their lives for him. (Rieger).—Our faithful God 
beheld, as it seems, with special favor the fellow¬ 
ship of these believers with the sufferings of Paul, 
for He has caused the names of all those who 
accompanied the apostle in his exile, to be care¬ 
fully recorded. He thus declares that the trial 
of their faith and lore deserves to be perpetually 
remembered. (Ap. Past.).—Six or seven devout 
persons, who are united together, are an army 
which Satan dreads, especially if a Paul is their 
leader. 0 Lord! Send thou suoh missionaries 
to the heathen! (Quesnel). 

Ver. 6. After the day a of unleavened 
bread.— Paul paused in his labors during the 
holy Easter-week. Journeys, which admit of 
delay, should not be performed on festivals. 
(Lindhcim). 

Ver. 7. And upon the first day of the 
week - - - oame together to break bread, 
Paul preached unto them.— There is a happy 
correspondence between the bread of the divine 
word and the Lord’s Supper. The former is in¬ 
tended to prepare men for the latter—the latter 
creates an increased hunger for the former. 
(Starke). —And oontinued his speech until 
midnight.— The remark made in ver. 2, that 
Paul gave “much exhortation,” and the fact that 
he here prolonged his discourse till midnight, 
beautifully illustrate the fulness of grace and the 
ardor of spirit which distinguished him, even at 
the period when the end of his life was near at 
hand. Still, the example of Paul affords no ex¬ 
cuse for sermons which are of immoderate length. 
Not every preacher is a Paul, whose word over¬ 
flows with the Spirit, and whose heart overflows 
with grace. Neither is every sermon a farewell 
sermon, as in the present case, when Paul in¬ 
tended to depart on the next day. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 8. And there were many lights in 
the upper chamber.— The Gospel has conse¬ 
crated all the hours of the day, and also those of 
the night, to its service. The evening hours, 
which devout assemblies of believers sanctify, are 
precisely those which exercise the greatest in¬ 
fluence on the soul, as they so strikingly exhibit 
the Lord’s victory over all the powers of dark¬ 
ness. It is, at the same time, true, that the Ad¬ 
versary has already attempted, and not always 
without success, to introduce insidiously his own 
darkness into the evening Assemblies of the chil¬ 
dren of light. (Williger). — The circumstance 
that there were many tights in the upper cham¬ 
ber, shows that believers were, at that time, very 
careful to avoid giving offence. (Rieger). 

Ver. 9. And there sat in a window a 
certain young man.— If this sleep at midnight 
exposed the young man to such danger, how can 
those be excused who sleep during the sermon in 
the day-time? And if bodily sleep exposes to 
danger, what is the situation of him whose soul 
is asleep in spiritual security? (Starke).—And 
how can those be excused, who never sleep in 
church, because they never enter it, but who, 
yielding to the deep sleep of security, do not in¬ 
deed fall down from the third loft, but fall from 
God and heaven, into the abyss of sin and hell, 
and are entirely dead ? (Gossner).—An accident 
which occurs during the performance of a lawful 


and holy act, is no evidence of divine displeasure. 
(Starke). 

Ver. 10. And Paul went down, and fell 
on him. —The act of extending the body over a 
corpse was performed, it is true, by Elijah and 
Elisha, but never by our blessed Saviour, and 
least of all by Peter, when he restored Tabitha 
to life [ix. 86 ff.]. There is a certain propriety 
which should characterize every act (Rieger).— 
Trouble not yourselves. —Loud demonstra¬ 
tions should always be avoided, when tokens of 
the presence of God are observed; this principle 
specially applies to oases in which a death oc¬ 
curs. We should, at such times, direct the at¬ 
tention of those who are present to the invisible 
world and to the ministry of the angels, as far 
as the Scriptures enable us to form conjectures 
on such subjects. (Rieger). 

Ver. 11. When he was - - come up again, 
and had broken bread. —No other interruption 
occurred—a beautiful illustration of the calm and 
thoughtful spirit which pervaded the assembly 
(Williger). 

Ver. 12. They brought the young man 
alive, and were not a little comforted.— 
God can speak to us through the dead, as well as 
through those who live. (Starke).—The apostle 
restored him to the disciples alive, ae a precious 
farewell gift. (Besser). 

Ver. 18. Minding himself to go afoot— 
Without doubt Paul journeyed by land, and with¬ 
drew from the society of nis beloved brethren, 
for the purpose of seeking a close and perfect 
communion with God. This witness, who was 
rapidly approaching the scene of his sufferings, 
probably felt the necessity more deeply than ever, 
of approaching the very presence of God by 
prayer, and of consecrating himself as a willing 
sacrifice to the holy and righteous will of God. 
Like Jesus, who withdrew even from his chosen 
disciples in Gethsemane, we separate, at such 
times, from all our brethren, in order to be alone 
with God. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 16. Por he hasted, etc.—A teacher 
must have the same mind which was in his Lord 
and Master. Even as He voluntarily went for¬ 
ward and encountered sufferings and death, so 
Paul here hastens to be at Jerusalem on the day 
of Pentecost, although he knew that bonds and 
afflictions awaited him there, ver. 23. (8tarke). 

Oh the whole section, ver. 1-16.— Vie. L 
— The Lord bleu you! We pray, L That God may 
watch over your bodies and souls; II. That he 
may grant you grace, by the remission of sins, 
and adoption as his children; IIL That he may 
give you peace—in the church and the state, in 
every family and every heart (Lisco).—Ver. 
1-6. When they persecute you m one city, flee j ft into 
another [Mt x. 281: I. Paul’s manner of follow¬ 
ing this counsel; H. The lessons which we thence 
learn, (id.).— Trials and persecutions. Hewed at 
blessings to the servants of God: T. They are more 
perfectly fitted by these for performing their 
work; II. They are more closely united to one 
another in love. (id.).—Ver. 7-17. The communion 
of saints in love: I. Manifested by the feast of 
love and by the word which is willingly preached, 
and willingly heard; IL Tried by an ala rm i ng 
event, which, by the help of God, terminated in 
holy joy; IIL Abounding in fruits—in united 
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action, and patient endurance of common suffer¬ 
ings. (From Lisco).— Preaching, and the Lord's 
Supper (rer. 7): I. Their nature; II. The rela¬ 
tion in which they stand to each other; III. The 
blessings which they diffuse. (From Lisco).— 
Paid's last missionary labors , or, “I must work 
while it is day, before the night cometh, wherein 
no man can work.” [John ix. 41. The evening 
of the apostle’s day is approaching; the end of 
his pilgrimage is at hand. But he unweariedly 
continues his labors: I. Blessing the brethren in 
love, ver. 1; II. Enduring persecution in humi- 
lity, ver. 8; IIL Preaching the Gospel in power, 
ver. 7; IV. Working miracles in faith, ver. 9-12; 
Y. Pressing toward the mark [PhiL iii. 14] in 
steadfast obedience.— The memorable evening ser¬ 
vice at Troas: I. An admonitory example of Chris¬ 
tian zeal for the word of God; neither is the apos¬ 
tle weary of preaching, nor the congregation of 
listening, even until midnight, ver. 7. II. A 
warning example of human weakness and sloth; 
the sleep and fall of Eutychus, ver. 9. “Watch 
and pray, etc.” [Mt. xxvi. 41]. IIL A conso¬ 
latory example of divine grace and faithfulness; 
the restoration of the young man, and the com¬ 
fort of the disciples, ver. 10-12. “ He that is our 


God, etc.” [Ps. lxviii. 201.— Trouble not your¬ 
selves1 —an affectionate admonition, addressed 
to every house of mourning, (ver. 10): I. Profane 
not the silent chamber of death, (a) by wild com¬ 
plaints against God; (6) by utter aespair; (c) by 
an ostentatious funeral; (d) by unbrotherly con¬ 
tentions respecting the inheritance. II. Hum¬ 
bly submit to the Lord; (a) yield to his will with 
a patient spirit; (6) gratefully accept the conso¬ 
lations of his word; (c) confide with childlike faith 
in his gracious presence; (d) perform the offices * 
of love with tenderness.— Paul alone, on the road 
to Assos, or, The value of the hours of solitude which 
a diligent servant of Ood finds; ver. 18, 14. They 
ate devoted, I. To self-examination; U. To holy 
commuilion with the Lord; III. To happy repose, 
amid the tumult of the world; IV. To careful 
preparation for new conflicts.—[Ver. 9; Prov. 
xxvii. 1. On sudden deaths: I. The causes: (a) 
immediate, (6) remote; II. Divine purpose in per¬ 
mitting them: (a) partially hidden; ( b) partially 
revealed; III. Effect which they produce: (a) 
often a deep and permanent impression; (6) often 
speedily forgotten; IV. Lessons which they teach; 
(a) respecting man’s true condition on earth ; (6) 
respecting his duties to his own soul.— Tr.] 


C.—THI APOSTLB PAUL’S FAB FWRLL DISCOURSE TO THB BPHBSIAN BLDBRS, AT HILBTU8. 

Chapter XX. 17-88. 

17 And [Bnt] from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. 

18 *And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, [how, from the 
first day that I came into Asia, after what manner [om. after what manner] I have 

19 been with you at all seasons [the whole time], ^Serving the Lord with all humility of 
mind [om. of mind], and with many [ om . many 1 ] tears, and temptations, which befell 

20 me by the lying in wait [the plots] of the Jews: *And [om. And] how I kept back 
nothing that was profitable unto you [om. unto you], but have shewed [proclaimed 

21 pinto] you; and have taught you publicly, and from house to house [in houses], ♦Tes¬ 
tifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith 

22 toward our Lord Jesus Christ. ♦And now, behold, I go [journey] bound in the spirit 

23 unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall [will] befall me there: *Save that 
the Holy Ghost witnesseth [to me 1 ] in every city [from city to city], saying that bonds 

24 and afflictions abide [await] me. 8 ♦But none of these things move me, neither count 
I my life dear unto myself [But I esteem not my life as worthy of mention, as far as 
I am concerned 4 ], so that I might [in order to] finish my course with joy, and the min¬ 
istry [service], which I have received of [from] the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of 

25 the grace of God. *And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom 1 have gone 
preaching the kingdom of God [om. of God 6 ], shall [will] see my face no more. 

26 ♦Wherefore I take you to record [I testify to you] this day, that I am* pure from the 

27 blood of all men. *For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the [For I have 
kept back (as in ver. 20) nothing, but have proclaimed unto you the whole] counsel 

28 of God. ♦Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which 

S i which, £y $] the Holy Ghost hath made you [set you as, fdero] overseers, to feed 
e church of God [of the Lord 1 ], which he hath purchased with his own blood. 
29 *For I know this, that [I know that 8 ] after my departing [arrival] shall grievous [ra- 
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30 veiling] wolves enter in among you, not sparing [who will not spare] the flock. *Abo 
[out of the midst] of your own selves shall [will] men arise, speaking perverse [per- 

31 verted] things, [in order] to draw away [the, roue] disciples after them. ^Therefore 
watch, and remember, that by the space of [that for] three years [night and day] 1 
ceased not to warn [exhort] every one night and day \here om. night and day] with 

32 tears. *And now, brethren [om. brethren 9 ], I commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which [who] is able to build 10 you [om. you] up, and to give you [om. 

33 you 11 ] ah inheritance among all them which [who] are sanctified. *1 have coveted no 

34 man’s [desired of no one] silver, or gold, or apparel. *Yea, [om. Yea 1 *] ye [Ye] your¬ 
selves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that 

35 were with me. *1 have shewed you [in] all things, how [om. how] that so laboring 
ye ought to support [sustain] the weak, and to remember the words 1 * of the Lord 
Jesus, how he [for he himself, Srt aordc] said, It is more blessed to give than to 
receive. 

36 *And when he had thus spoken [had said this, ravra], he kneeled down, and 

37 prayed with them all. *And they all wept sore, and [And there was much weeping 

38 on the part of all,<and they] fell on Paul's neck and kissed him, *Sorrowing most of 
all for the words [word, rip which he spake, that they should see his face no 
more. And they accompanied him unto the ship. 

1 Ver. 19. woAAir before focpiW U a later addition; it is wanting in the m^jority of the uncial manuscripts [A. B. D 
also Cod. 8 in.J, and in many version* [e. g. Vulg.; but it is found in C. O. H. It is dropped by recent editora generally 
“ probably an interpolation ; see 2 Oor. If. 4.” (Alt; Meyer.).—Ta.] 

• Ver. 23. a. The fire oldest manuscripts [A. B. C. D. E., and also Cod. Sin.] insert uot after Butp-apruperax, which tbs 
text. rec. has inaccurately omitted in accordance with the two latest manuscripts [G. it i* reproduced in the Vulgate 
(mifti), and inserted by recent editors generally.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 23. b. [Instead of abide me (Wiclif, Tjnd., Cranmer, Geneva, Rheims), the margin of the EngL verrioo offers 
wait far me; the original ju —fiirovoiv may be rendered await me. —Ta.] 

4 Ver. 24. The most difficult reading undoubtedly here claims the preference; it is supported by four manuscripts of 
the highest rank (Vatic. [B.]; Ephraemi, rescr. [C.J Cambr. [D. (corrected).; Oantabrigieusis, or, Bess]; and Codex 8 b 
naitlcus k it is the following: aAA ov&erb* Adyov woiovpai rijr i^ryxv v Tutiax 4pm,vry [this is the reading adopted by Tbch. 
and Alt]; the text, rec., on the other hand, reads [with E. G. H.J; aAA vvfcvbc Aoyov wouwpuu. ov 6 i r. f. pov npiv. 
Lachmauu reads: Aoyov ov 6 e rotov^ai r. «fr. ti 41 . ip 1 . The two latter are obviously alteration* of the original 

text, intended to fornUh an easier reading. [The variation* in the manuscripts are very numerous. D (original), exhi¬ 
bits : ov 6 . Adyov i\m not, ov9i vot. r. d. nov rip 1 . ifiavrov. A later hand, C, corrected the original text of Cod. Sim, m given 
above, thus: Aoyov «v» o vie wo*. The Vulg. has: Sed nihil horum vereor , nee fado ammam meam pretiosiorem gttam me. 
Bornemann agrees mainly with Lach. but inserts pun after «x*> and pov after t/rvxyv. Meyer agrees with Ttoclu, and with 
him thinks that the reading of text, rec., and that of Lach (from A. D (original), and minuscules), are corrections of the orkb 
oaJ, which was not' understood by copyist*.—The word* pisra vopac of text. ree. from C. B. G. IL, sure omitted in A. B.I). 
Cod. Sin. Vulg., etc., and are dropped by Lach., Tisch., and Alf., but retained bv Scholl.— Til] 

* Ver. 25. tov B«ov after /SowtAefar 1 * an explanatory addition, not found in the three most important uncial is aim- 
scripts [ A. B. C.], and some other authorities, and would unquestionably not have been omitted, if it had originally be¬ 
longed to the text. [The two words are found in E. G. H. Vulg. (Dei); D. has tw Ipm. They are not found in Cod. Sul, 
and are omitted by Lach., Tisch., and Alt— Tr.1 

• Ver. 25. [Instead of ivtt,u in text, rec., without a verb, Lach. and Tisch. read sipu. The former reading to found to 
A. G. B.: the latter in B. C. D. E. Cod. Sin. Vulg. (atm). Alford retains dyw, and, adopting Meyer's view, says that <tpt 
was taken from the margin, and substituted for the original jyw.—Ta.] 

y Ver. 28. We have here a variation in the reading of the text, which is one of the most important, In a doctrinal point 
of view, of all those that occur In the New Test., namely r. •tocAiprta)' tov /cvptov, and t. ix. r. 9*ov. The latter is the 
reading of the text, rec.; the former, however, is decidedly sustained by external evidence, and is undoubtodlytbe original 
reading. For four of the uncial manuscripts (Alex. [A.]; Cod. Ephraemi PC (original).]; the Cambridge MS. [D.J, and Cod. 
Landiuims [E.]), fourteen minuscules, several oriental versions, and all the earlier church fathers exhibit cvptov. There 
to only one uncial manuscript, the VatiqgnJB], in which 9«ou occurs; bnt it is also found, according to Tfechendorfs Vb- 
titia editionis codicil bibliorum Sinaitici, 1800, in the Sinaitic codex recently discovered by him, and belonging to the fourth 
century; [In the edition of 1863, Lipsiae, Tisch. does not indicate that any later hand altered the original, 0 «ovj: it is. be¬ 
sides, found in several minuscules and in the Vulgate, but not in the writings of any one of the church fkthers who flourished 
previously to the fourth century and the Arian controversies. Some manuscripts combine both readings, cvptov and food, 
in some cases with c«u [as C (second correction). G. H.], in others, without it.—With regard to internal evidence, the 
very fact which Bengel adduces in favor of the reading of the text. ree. i. fleov, decides against it: Pan! never employs 
in his Epistles the expression JccAipna tov cvptov, but eleven times the other expression cccA. r. ffeov. [Once at ixxX. ni 
Xptorov, Rom. xvl. 16.—Ta.]. On this account certain onpyist* placed on the margin the Pauline teipiwua, and this cir¬ 
cumstance led, in some cases, to the combination of cvptov and food, and, in others, to the alteration of cvptov to food. 
And, independently of this circumstance, the expression alpa tov food corresponded very folly to the doctrinal tendencies 
of the fourth and fifth centuries. [The reading food is adopted bv Mill; Wolf; Bengel; Mattbaei; Knapp; Scholx; Riock; 
Stier; Alf.; eto 4 cvptov,by Grotina: LeClerc; Wotst.; Griesb.; Kuin.; de Wette; Meyer; Lach.; Tiech^ Bornemann,etc.—odv 
after wpostxm, of text. rec., from C. E. G. H., is omitted in A. B. D. God. Sin. Vnlg. It was dropped by copyists or writers 
of the lectionaria, as an ecclesiastical reading lesson began with wpocdgerc (de Wette; AIL) It is accordingly retained by 
AIL, although omitted by Lach. and Tisch.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 29. The original reading is olda, and not ydp ol&a tovto, as Ttschendorf alleges; he adopts the reading of the text 
rec., but is sustained only by some of the later manuscripts [C (second correction). E. G. H.]. The words yip and tovto are 
ihvorite amplifications of the text. They are not found in A. B. C (original) ]>. Cod. Sin.; the Vulgate has simply aria 
They are rejected by receqt editors generally.—Cod. Sin. (original) reads; rym oda on «t<; a later hand, C, inserted 9s 
before 016 a.—Ta.] 

• Ver. 32. a. afoA^ot after vpa* is unquestionably also a later addition; it is wanting in A. B. D., and six andeat rcr- 
•ions. [It occurs in C. E. G. H., bnt not in Cod. Sin., nor in Syr., Vulg M etc., and is dropped by Lach^ Tisch., Born, and 
Alt— Tr.] 

10 Ver. 32. b. ouco3oju^<ra» is the original reading. Tlscheudorf has erroneously adopted the compound froucol [of tort 
rec.], on the authority of the two latest uncial manuscripts [G. H.], whereas the simple form is sustained by the other five 
uncial manuscripts [A. B. C. D. E., and also Cod. Sin.—Lach and Alf. adopt the latter.— Tr.] 

ti Ver. 32. c. [The text. rec. Inserts vplv after fovvat, with 0. G. H. It is omitted in A. B. D. E, Cod. Sin., Vulg^ and 
dropped by Lach., Tisch^ and Alt— 1 There is no pronoun in tho Groek, corresponding to “ you ” after ** build ” to the InaL 
-ersion.—TR.] 
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b Ver. 34. [The text, ree. Inserts ii after avroi, on doubtful authority; the particle is omitted in A. B. C. D. S. G. H., 
Cod. Sin., and u dropped by recent editors generally.—T b.] 

u Vot. 36. The Gen. plur. tuv \6yetv [of text, rec .] is undoubtedly the original reading; neither rbv XAyov [In G., and 
some minuscules; Vulg. eerWj, nor tow koyov [in other minuscules], is sufficiently supported] by external evidence; the 
two readings were merely suggested by the fact that only one toying of Jesus is here quoted. 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vml 17-21. And from Miletus.—It is ob- 
Tious that the apostle addressed this memorable 
farewell discourse to the elders of the congrega¬ 
tion of Ephesus, that is, to them alone, and not 
also to those of neighboring congregations (Ire- 
njeub: Adv. Haer . III. 14, 2). He reminded 
them, first of all, of the fidelity and conscien¬ 
tiousness with’which he had labored among them. 
Although the words curb irp6rr^ - - - *A o'tav pre¬ 
cede ir€>c - - - tyevdpyv, they logically belong to 
the latter, and not to brloraode. He describes 
his conduct in ver. 19-21, as that of a servant 
who was on all occasions sincere and faithful to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. n<z<ra raireivo<f>p. is a gen¬ 
uine Pauline expression, denoting every possible 
expression of humility. f fy, etc., in ver. 20, is 
an additional exposition of irQc - - - kyevdprjv in 
▼er. 18. 'YirotTriAfecrdcu occurs also in classic 
writers, e . g., Demosthenes, Isocrates, Plutarch, 
as descriptive of the act of speaking with reserve, 
while ovdb rnroar, indicates that of speaking 
openly and candidly. A phrase like tov pi) dvayy. 
expresses design, only in consequence of the 
original import of the infinitive with the genitive 
of the article [Winer: Oram. $ 44, 4, b. sqq. — 
Tr.] ; here, however, and in many other places, 
it refers simply to the manner or form: quo minus 
ta vobis annuntiarem. Aiapaprvpeoflat is here fol¬ 
lowed by the accusative of the object to which 
the testimony practically refers, and to which it 
urges men to give heed. M erdvoia eif r. 6e6v is a 
change of mind, a turning back to God, and ought 
not, as Beza, Bengel and others suppose, to be 
restricted to the pagans, as if it were not neces¬ 
sary, in the view of Jesus and the apostles, that 
the Jews should be converted .as well as the pa¬ 
gans, in order to be received into the kingdom 
of God. 

Ver. 22. And now, behold, I go bound, 
etc.—The apostle, who had hitherto spoken of 
the past, now refers to the future. Different in¬ 
terpretations have been given of the phrase 6ede~ 
pkvo$ rip irvebpart, both dedep.- and rip irveii. having 
been variously explained. The former has often 
been supposed to refer to bonds and fetters: spir- 
itu jam aUigatus, vincula prcesmtiens (Erasmus, 
Grotius, Bengel). But this interpretation by no 

means accords with the words ra- pi) eidfc; 

hence dedep, must be taken in the figurative sense 
of urged f compelled . Many interpreters, further, 
assume that irvevpa refers to the Holy Ghost, and 
suppose the sense to be, either, compelled by the 
Holy Ghost (Beza, Calvin), or, bound to, that is, 
depending on the Holy Ghost (Meyer, first edition), 
or else interpret: “By the impulse of the Holy 
Ghost I go bound” (Oecumenius). But as to 
irvevpa rb aytov is expressly mentioned in ver. 28, 
the word irvevpa, standing alone, ver. 22, cannot 
be understood of the Spirit of God, but can refer 
only to the spirit of the apostle himself, in the 
following sense: “I go to Jerusalem, impelled in 
spirit, led by an internal necessity.” [This is 


the interpretation which Meyer gives in his third 
edition (1861), in which he expressly rejects the 
opinion which he had stated in the first , to which 
Lechler refers above.— Tr.] 

Ver. 28. Save that the Holy Ghost.— 
r O ti after irTJjv is still dependent on eldAg. The 
Holy Ghost witnessed , namely, through the mouth 
of Christian prophets; comp. ch. xiii. 2; xxi. 4; 
x. 11. Paul says that from city to city it is fore¬ 
told to him that bonds and afflictions await him 
in Jerusalem. It is true that Buch predictions 
have not yet been mentioned, and none of that 
nature are introduced until ch. xxi. 4, 11. But 
what evidence do we find that Luke, who, after 
verse 2, merely gives a summary of the events 
that occurred, did not omit predictions of this 
class ? It is only such evidence which would give 
force to the assertion that Luke here speaks pro- 
leptically (Sohnsckenbcrger: Zweck d. Apgsch. 
p. 186). The predictions of the prophets led the 
apostle to expect imprisonment and other tribu¬ 
lations in Jerusalem; still, he did not precisely 
know (ver. 22) what things would there befall 
him. 

Ver. 24. But none of these things, etc.— 
The reading oidevbc TAyov iroiovpai r. ifn)X% v ripiav 
ip., can scarcely be so construed (with Meyer) as 
to connect together the words ovdevbg 16y. Hpiav ; 
for even if riutog occurs on one occasion (Plato, 
Soph. 216. c.) with the genitive of value, it is 
nevertheless employed absolutely in far the great¬ 
est number of instances, particularly as iroiovpai 
itself already involves the conception of valuing. 
Hence the literal meaning would be: “I esteem 
not my life as worthy of mention, as a life pre¬ 
cious to myself.” The two other readings [see 
note 4 above, appended to the text,— Tr.], i. e., 
X6yov and X6y. iroiovpcu imply: “I have regard 
to nothing, and, further, do not count my life 
dear to myself.” Bengel takes TeXeujoai com¬ 
paratively, in the sense: “My life is not of so 
much importance or value to me as the finishing 
of my course.” This interpretation is marked 
by simplicity, in its grammatical aspects, but, 
logically, is less satisfactory than the former, as, 
if it were correct, we would necessarily expect: 
“finish my oourse with fidelity ,” instead of “with 
joy” [On the reading percL x a P*<> «ee above, 
note 4, ult.— Tr.]. Accordingly, the infinitive 
with here expresses the design: “In order 
that I might finish my course with joy.” [Winer: 
Gram. \ 44. 1.— Tr.] 

Ver. 25. And now, behold, I know.— 
The apostle did not know the things that would 
befall him in Jerusalem (ver. 22). But he de¬ 
clares that he positively knows that those who 
came from Ephesus, and, indeed, all the congre¬ 
gations in which he had preached the Gospel, 
would no more see his face. [Still, olda, as in 
ch. xxvi. 27, does not necessarily imply that 
Paul spoke from divine and unerring knowledge; 
it may simply express his own conviction of the 
certainty of that which he says. (Alf.).—T r.]. 
The words vpeig irdvreg assume, as it were, that 
the Ephesian elders are the representatives of 
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all the Christian congregations which Paul had 
founded in Europe and Asia Minor. The words 
KjjpixjtTuv ri)v fiaaiki'iav [omitting tov Reov, see note 
6, appended to the>texjt.— Tr.] with great force 
and brevity express Paul’s consciousness that he 
is the herald of a king and of His kingdom. He 
very decidedly utters a presentiment of his own 
death, but does not speak as if he had received a 
divine revelation on that point. It is true that 
at a later period he speaks in his Epistles written 
during his imprisonment in Rome, e. g., the 
Epistle to the Philippians [ii. 24; Philem. 22], 
as if he were not sure that ne would not be set 
at liberty and again see his congregations. But 
as his liberation in Rome is, historically, very 
doubtfal, his presentiment in this case did not 
deceive him. And the assertion [of some recent 
German writers,— Til] that Luke put these words 
in the mouth of Paul poet eventum , cannot be de¬ 
fended, until it is demonstrated that Paul could 
not possibly have really used such language on 
that occasion. 

Vkr. 26, 27. Wherefore I take you to re¬ 
cord [I testify to you] this day ; the sense is: 
“ I do so, because I now take leave of you, and 
shall never see nor address you again.” Bengel 
here takes paprbpofiai in the Bense in which it fre¬ 
quently occurs in classical writers, namely: tes- 
tern cito, m testimonium voco. This interpretation 
would be very satisfactory, if the dative vpiv were 
not here appended [as, e. g ., Gal. v. 8, “I testify 
to.”— Tr.], whereas the word, when used in the 
sense which Bengel gives to it, is followed by the 
accusative. Verse 27 is identical with verse 20 
in the matter, and, to a certain extent, also in the 
words. The oounael of God is his counsel of 
redemption and grace; tt doa, that is, all that be- 
lougs to this counsel. [Katfapor etc., that is: 
“I am not myself guilty, if any man perishes”; 
see xviii. 6. K adapt* dvr6 is not a Hebraism, 

dto™ ; Kadapbg is sometimes found also in 

Greek writers in combination with and ( Kypke , 
II. p. 108 f.), although it is generally followed by 
\he genitive p. 174). (Meyer).— Tr.] 

Vkr. 28. Take heed therefore unto your¬ 
selves. —The farewell exhortation, ver. 28 ff., is 
connected with the apostle’s testimony respecting 
his innocence. The sense is: “No guilt attaches 
to me; it could attach only to yourselves. There¬ 
fore (ovv), perform your part faithfully, by caring 
alike for yourselves ana for the whole flock.” 
The congregation is, as it were, a flock, which 
must be fed and protected against ravening wolves 
{noipviav, noipalvetv , Mkoi ). Such services the 
elders are expected to renaer, as they are the ap¬ 
pointed overseers. The word Manonoi is, pro¬ 
perly speaking, not here employed as an official 
title, but is intended to describe the task and duty 
of the elders, that is, to take the oversight [comp. 
1 Pet. v. 2] of the flock, and exhibit watchfulness 
and care. [The word “is here applied to the 
same persons who were before described as elders , 
proving clearly that the titles are convertible in 
this case, as they are in Tit. i. 5-7; a conclusion 
strengthened by the otherwise inexplicable fact 
that both are never named together as distinct 
Masses of church officers.” (Alex.). See Exeg. 
note on ch. xi. 29, 80. 6.—Alford says, on ver. 17: 
(“The English Version has hardly dealt fairly in 


this case with the sacred text, in rendering hu- 
ototmovg, ver. 28, * overseers,’ whereas it ought there 
as in all other places to have been ‘ bishops,’ that 
the fact of elders and bishops having been originally 
and apoetolically synonymous (terms) might be ap¬ 
parent to the ordinary Englisn reader, which now 
it is not.”—T r.]. The word noipahrttv itself com¬ 
prehends both the practical guidance and govern¬ 
ment of the flock, and the act of nourishing and 
furnishing it with the wholesome food of the 
word and all the means of grace. Heparouiadai 
means to acquire, to make any thing one's own pro¬ 
perty ; see Doctr. and Eth. no. 7. 

Ver. 29,80. 1 know - - - grievous wolves. 
—Thoughtful pastoral fidelity and attention are 
the more necessary, since (ydp) wolves and se¬ 
ducers will come; the wolves are fiapeig^ that is, 
ravening and ferocious; the term descm>es per¬ 
sons who will deal in a pitiless manner with the 
congregation. They will come perd r. pov; 
these words refer, as most of the interpreters al¬ 
lege, to the departure or the decease of the apostle; 
tytfig, however, never signifies departure , but al¬ 
ways and only csrrival, going to a place. [Still, the 
word occurs twice in Demosthenes, joined with 
oiicade, in the sense of departure for home, p. 1468, 

I td. Reisk(rckpi r. &pov. Vol. 8. p. 497. Lond. 
1828,) and p. 1484 {briar. y'.), that is, reditus 
domum . In 3 Macc. vii. 18, Hufu^iv—eug tig rqv iSi&v 
oudav, the usual meaning of departure seems to be 
intended.— Tr.]. Hence, the words simply im¬ 
ply: “After I have come, persons of an entirely 
different character will also come.” Bengel says: 
primum venit Paulus , deinde venieni lupi. But they 
come eig r. hoik., and nob carl r. ckk?~, that is, they 
come from without , and enter into the congrega¬ 
tion. According to this view, Paul cannot refer 
to persecutors (Grotius: persecutio tub Nerone), but 
only to false teachers, who, however, will come 
from without. In ver. 80, on the other hand, 
seducers are indicated, who will proceed from the 
bosom of the church. The word airooxfrv implies 
that all who would attach themselves to these per¬ 
sons, would be guilty of apostasy from the truth, 
and from the true church of Christ.—When we 
consider the contests which the apostle had al¬ 
ready at that time maintained with false teachers, 
as his Epistles show, and the accurate knowledge 
which he possessed of the state of affairs in Ephe¬ 
sus, and in Asia Minor in general, it cannot in the 
least surprise us, that, when he glances at the 
future, he should predict that tl\e congregation 
at Ephesus would encounter internal and external 
dangers; and these he has, moreover, sketched 
only in their general outlines. We have, there¬ 
fore, no reasonable ground for suspecting that we 
have here an anachronism, or a prediction made 
after the events had occurred, which the historian 
has put into the mouth of the apostle (as Baur 
and Zeller assume). 

Ver. 81. Therefore watch.— Aid ypny-> that 
is, on account of the impending danger, a watch¬ 
ful oversight becomes the duty of the elders. Ac¬ 
cording to Paul’s statement, as here recorded, he 
had resided three years at Ephesus. According 
to ch. xix. 8-10, he had taught during three 
months in the synagogue, and, afterwards, two 
years longer in the school of Tyrannus. These 
two statements will not be found to be contradic¬ 
tory, when we remember that the narrative does 
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not profess to furnish precise chronological dates, 
and that, besides, it would be out of place to ex¬ 
pect such in the present connection. [See £xeq. 
note on ch. xix. 9, 10. b. —Tr.] 

Ver. 82. And now,—I commend you.— 
If the elders are to exhibit inviolable fidelity, they 
must themselves be firmly established in the grace 
and fellowship of God; hence Paul commends 
them to the mighty and faithful protection of 
God. For T(f> dwcwhy, etc., cannot, with Erasmus 
and others, be referred to iuby<p [taken in the sense 
of word, doctrine, Tr.], and the interpretation 
according to which the personal [Johanneic 
(Meyer)fLogos is meant (Gomarus, Witsius),has 
no foundation whatever; the act of bestowing the 
eternal inheritance cannot possibly be ascribed 
to the word, but only to the personal God. Hence, 
Swap. must, with the Vulgate, Luther, Calvin, 
Grotius, Bengel, etc., be referred to Oefr so that the 
words /cal r. Xdy/p r. x&P CT °S airrov are parentheti¬ 
cally introduced [“a very natural hyperbaton oc¬ 
curs here” (Meyer).— Tb.]. —God can build up, 
that is, bestow sound and enduring spiritual life; 
and He, too, is able to give an inheritance, that 
is, to grant a rightful and abiding share in the 
blessed kingdom, among all, that is, in fellowship 
with all, those who are consecrated to Him. 

Ver. 88-85. a. I have coveted no man’s 
silver or gold. —Finally, the apostle refers to 
his own disinterested course of conduct [comp. 

1 Sam. xii. 8], and exhorts the elders to adopt 
the same course, in accordance with the saying 
of the Redeemer. U&vrct emphatically com¬ 
mences the sentence, and signifies: in all things 
[comp. 1, Cor. x. 88; Eph. iv. 16]; vrrkdet^a, 
namely, by his own example. The words avn- 
hap3. r. tur&evobvTuv can scarcely be understood 
in a literal sense, in which case they would re¬ 
fer to the care which should be taken of those 
who are sick and feeble in body. It is already 
a deviation from the original sense, when they 
are interpreted as referring to the support of the 
yoor (Chrysostom; de Wette); for, although 
cur&evfis unquestionably signifies “poor” in some 
passages of classio Greek writers, which Wet- 
stein has collected, the verb ao&evelv and its 
participle never have this meaning. No other 
interpretation, therefore, remains, except that 
according to which aadevoirvreg refers to those 
who are weak in faith and Christian sentiments 
or principles [comp. Rom. xiv. 1; xv. 1; 1 Cor. 
ix. 22; 1 Thess. v. 14]. *AvnXaji(3. is accord¬ 
ingly to be understood as descriptive of tender 
forbearance and of encouragement given to the 
weak, in so far as any demand [on the part of 
the elders, etc.] for money and pay, or even the 
mere acceptance of them might lead the minds 
of those who were not yet firmly established in 
the faith, to suspect that covetous feelings had 
prevailed, and might thus close every avenue to 
the truth; the absolute disinterestedness of a 
teacher, would, on the contrary, tend to encou¬ 
rage and strengthen them. [“It may be added, 
that Paul, although he waived his own right to 
a maintenance from those to whom he preached, 
was remarkable for the decision with which he 
asserted that right in behalf of others; comp. 
Rom. xv. 27; 1 Cor. ix. 18, 14; Gal. vi. 6; 1 
Tim. v. 17, 18. See also the Saviour’s rule on 
this subject in Luke x. 7.” (Hackett). —Tb.].— 


Among the many words of Jesus referring to 
this point (Myuv), Paul quotes only one saying, 
which is not found in the four Gospels, but which 
he doubtless derived from oral tradition. We 
should assuredly not so restrict the original 
meaning of this saying of Jesus, as if it merely 
taught that the act of giving rendered more 
happy than that of receiving. (Meyer). In its 
full and comprehensive sense it teaches that 
giving is a more blessed act than receiving, for it 
glances^ from God to man (of which an analogy 
may be found in Matth. v. 48, and other pas¬ 
sage?)) and both the giving and the receiving 
embrace, in the widest sense of the terms, spi¬ 
ritual and bodily, temporal and eternal blessings. 
The application which Paul makes of the saying 
in this sense, is then the more appropriate. 
[“The special application of this general remark 
of Christ, as the apostle, according to the con¬ 
text, intended, is the following: The act of giving 
spiritual blessings, when compared with that of 
receiving temporal gains as pay, confers greater 
blessedness than the latter. The pa/cap/d-nig it¬ 
self, is that of eternal life, in conformity to the 
conception of the Messianic mode of recom¬ 
pensing, Luke vi. 20 ff. and ver. 88; ch. xiv. 
14.” (Meyer, 8d ed.).—T r.] 
b. This address consists of three parts: I. A 
retrospective view of the past, ver. 18-21. Paul 
reminds the elders of the labors which he had 
performed in Ephesus. II. A glance at the 
future, and Paul’s announcement of his final 
separation, ver. 22-26. III. An exhortation to 
the elders respecting their duty to the congrega¬ 
tion, in view of Paul’s own faithful and disinter¬ 
ested labors in its behalf, ver. 26-85. It is not 
necessary to enlarge upon the general character 
of tliis address, or to show how well it is adapted 
to the circumstances, when viewed as a farewell 
address of an upper shepherd, how impressive 
and affecting it is, how full of love and holy ear¬ 
nestness. And yet it has recently been repre¬ 
sented as unhistorical, and as altogether the 
original production of the author of the Acts . 
(Baur and Zeller). Tholuck has, on the other 
hand, demonstrated (in the Studien und Kritiken, 
1889, p. 805 f.) that this address breathes the 
same spirit, and exhibits the same emotions of 
the heart, which we find in the Pauline Epistles. 
Moreover, as far as doctrinal points are con¬ 
cerned, the views which are peculiarly Pauline 
in their character, are here distinctly expressed; 
comp. Doctr. and Eth. no. 4 and no. 7. 

Ver. 86-38. And when he had thne 
spoken. —At the conclusion the apostle kneeled 
down, and, when all who were present had done 
the same, he closed his address to men by offer¬ 
ing a prayer to God. [“The mention of his 
kneeling seems to imply that it was not his cus¬ 
tomary posture in public prayer, but one occa¬ 
sioned by the strength of his emotions. Long 
after, as we learn from Justin Martyr and others, 
it was the practice of the church to stand in pub¬ 
lic prayer upon the Lord’s Day,, etc.” (Alexan¬ 
der).— Tr.]. Then each individual took leave 
of Paul by embracing and kissing him, amid 
many tears; the grief of his friends was tho 
deeper, as he announced that they would never 
see him again; &eu>pelv graphically describes tho 
scene. [“It suggests the idea of the interest 
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and affection with which they looked npon that 
countenance for the last time.” (Hackett).— 
Tr.]. Paul himself had simply said: 

(Meyer). Finally, they escorted him to the Tea¬ 
sel, and then reluctantly parted from him. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Paul declares more than once in this ad¬ 
dress that he had taught the whole truth in 
Ephesus, and kept back nothing, ver. 20, 27. 
He does not, therefore, lay a stress solely on the 
circumstance that he had taught the truth in its 
purity , that he had introduced no errors when he 
imparted a knowledge of the actual will and 
counsel of God (fov/Jj &?ov y yer. 27), and that he 
had communicated truths which were profitable 
to the souls of men (rd avfupepovra, ver. 20), 
without mingling with tnem matter that was un¬ 
profitable, or even pernicious, and adapted to 
lead men astray. He expressly adds, for the 
purpose of justifying himself and of demon¬ 
strating that he was pure from the blood of all 
men, that he had kept back nothing. He had 
proclaimed the truth alike in its purity and in its 
fulnees. The word of God is an organism , of 
which all the parts are closely connected, so that 
not a single member can be neglected or set 
aside, without inflicting an injury on the other 
members. God’s decree of redemption consti¬ 
tutes a whole, in which righteousness and grace, 
the realization and the appropriation of salva¬ 
tion, conversion and sanctification, the individual 
and the congregational, may certainly be distin¬ 
guished, but which cannot be separated without 
piilt and loss. In God Himself and in His wyrk 
of salvation, all is inseparably and eternally 
united. So, too, when the Gospel is proclaimed, 
and also when the science and doctrines of the¬ 
ology are taught, no part should be set aside and 
overlooked; the pure truth, and the full, entire 
truth, ought to be developed, and all the aspects 

• and articles of the truth be exhibited in their 
actual temperamentum —in their natural har¬ 
mony. 

2. The apostle describe® his labors as having 
been of a twofold character: public, and from 
house to house, ver. 20; he had directed his atten¬ 
tion not only to the congregation, but also to 
every individual, ver. 81. He neglected neither 
of these, and neither should at any time be peg- 
lected. Christianity undoubtedly seeks the salva¬ 
tion of the individual soul through conversion and 
sanctification; it forms anew the ties of a living 
and blessed communion of man with God, which 

. sin had severed, and continually adds to their 

. strength during the process of man’s renewal. 

'The Spirit of God is imparted to individuals, 

. and constitutes them the children of God. But 
the individualism of Christianity is not un¬ 
healthy and anohoretical; conversion to the 
Lord, on the contrary, creates a social feeling 
even in those who had lived in solitude; the 
family, like the congregation and Christendom, 
is, by degrees, thoroughly pervaded by the spirit 
of Christianity. And this is a regeneration not 
only of the individual, but also of the human 
race (the second Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 45, 47), ac¬ 
cording to its various communities. 


8. Paul testified both to the Jews and to the 
Gentiles, repentance and faith, ver. 21, that is, s 
change of mind or return to God, and faith in 
the Lord Jesus. He did not‘Separate the one 
from the other; and such a course the truth in 
its fulnees requires. Faith without repentance 
is superficial; the prominent feature of faith is 
a contrite heart; Christ came to call, not the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance. Repentance 
without faith is either destitute of comfort and 
hope, and ends in faintheartedness and despair, 
or is self-righteous, and ends in the effort to 
make redemption superfluous. 

4. Paul twice terms in this address the Gospel 
the word of the grace of Ood: rb ewiyy. r. 
X&ptroe r. deov, ver. 24; 6 hdyoc r. ottoc, 

ver. 82. The peculiar and essential feature 
which distinguishes the revelation of God in 
Christ from that of the old covenant, is the mani¬ 
festation of grace towards the sinner—redeem¬ 
ing, forgiving, sanctifying, and saving grace. 
But the apostle Paul was not enabled to exhibit 
this grace as -the central point of the whole 
counsel of God in Christ, and to give it such a 
concise name, until he had been personally con¬ 
ducted to Christ, and the great work of his life 
among the Gentiles had imparted to him this 
knowledge. The fact that Che Gospel is here de¬ 
signated by this name, is an evidence of the genu¬ 
ineness of the discourse.—The high value which 
the apostle assigns to the word of grace, also 
claims attention. The ministry which he had 
received from Christ, refers solely to the procla¬ 
mation of the Gospel of the grace of God, ver. 
24. Thus the word of grace acquires a lofty and 
noble character. This word of God’s grace is, 
accordingly, represented in ver. 82 as a power. 
It is true that the terms: r<p 6wapk np cixoS. «ol 
doiwai kkyp. refer to God Himself, and not to His 
word. Still, the language in which the brethren 
are commended not only to God Himself, but also 
to His “word,” would be unmeaning, if the 
word of God were not in itself also powerful and 
efficient. Hence, it is a power (comp. Rom. L 
16), which “strengthens, comforts, and aids us” 
(Catech. Maj. Prxf). [Luther’s preface to the 
Large Catechism, p. 894. ed. R.—Te.]— it is a 
genuine means of grace. 

6. Paul speaks with a sad presentiment of the 
things which shall befall him in Jerusalem; 
prophets, enlightened by the Holy Ghost, tell 
him that bonds and afflictions await him; he 
himself attaches no value to his life, and knows 
that the congregations which he had founded, 
shall see him no more, ver. 22-25. Such remarks 
are undoubtedly very significant. Still, they are 
not sufficient to produce in us the conviction that 
it had really been determined in the counsel of 
God that Paul should be allowed to die in Jeru¬ 
salem as a martyr, but that God had graciously 
looked at the tears and intercessions in behalf 
of the apostle on the part of all the Gentile con¬ 
gregations, had, accordingly caused him, when 
condemned to death, to be rescued by the Ro¬ 
mans («. gf, ch. xxi. 81), and had prolonged hit 
life and ministry (Baumgarten, II. 2, 89 ff.). 
As long as no passage can be adduced which 
unequivocally expresses such views, it is by no 
means advisable to resort to such suppositions. 

6. The office, and the Holy Ghost. The elders 
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are set as overseers by the Holy Ghost, for the 
purpose of feeding the church of the Lord, ver. 
28. We are not informed of the manner in which 
the elders at Ephesus obtained their office, but 
from analogy (ch. vi. 2 ff.; xiv. 23), we may as¬ 
sume that they were chosen under the direction 
of the apostle, and not without the cooperation 
of the congregation, and that they were conse¬ 
crated by the imposition of hands in connection 
with prayer. Such were the human and visible 
features of the case; the apostle, however, also di¬ 
rects attention to those which were invisible and 
divine. It was the Holy Ghost to whom the ac¬ 
tion is really to be ascribed; it was, in truth, He 
who had appointed and commissioned the indi¬ 
viduals, and to whom they were bound and ac¬ 
countable. The apostle does not deny that men 
performed a certain part, but he gives special 
prominence to the decisive action of the y Holy 
Ghost, which it would be at least as erroneous 
and unjust to overlook as the former. As the 
Divine and the Human are one in the Redeemer, 
so, too, they are one in the church, which is, 
indeed, “the church of the Lord” {f IkjcX. t . 
Kvpihv). There is in so far a difference, that, in 
the church, the Spirit of the Father and the Son 
acts, and that the union of the divine and human 
is not personal and inseparable. But in all the 
appropriate transactions of the church, which 
refer to the kingdom of God, and are performed 
in dependence on God and His Anointed One, in 
conformity to the divine word, and with prayer, 
it is the Holy Ghost who administers the whole. 
Now if the Holy Ghost acts and decides, it 
follows that he dwells in the members of the 
church, and, consequently, the appointment by 
the Holy Ghost of the elders to their office as 
shepherds, rests on the common-priesthood of 
believers as the antecedent, or presupposes the 
latter, and is not a hierarchical conception, as it 
might, at the first glance, seem to be. 

7. The church , and the death of Christ on the 
cross. —In order to exhibit distinctly to the elders 
their pastoral duty to the church, and to awaken 
a deep sense of their responsibility, Paul testifies 
that the church itself belongs to the Lord, having 
been purchased with his own blood. The blood 
of Jesus Christ which he shed when he suffered 
a violent death, is, accordingly, the means by 
which he made the church his lawful property. 
Am in the phrase dia r. I6i6v alparoq can scarcely 
be assumed to indicate the purchase-money, with 
a strict application of the figure found in the 
word Trepinoulaffai. But it is true that the death 
of Jesus on the cross is exhibited as the means of 
appropriation, by which souls which would not 
be his own without his sufferings and death, have 
now become his property—objectively, in so far 
as he acquired a claim to them by the death 
which he suffered in their behalf, and, subject¬ 
ively, in so far as the love of the Redeemer, 
which prompted him to expose himself to death, 
fills the soul with grateful love, and attracts it to 
him. And hence, not only is the most decisive 
influence in the work of redemption ascribed to 
die death of Jesus, but that death is also exhib¬ 
ited as the essential foundation on which the 


establishment of the church of Christ depends— 
a thought which, in itself, is of deep moment, 
and which is, at the same time, peculiarly Pau¬ 
line in its character. 

8. The false teachers. —The apostle distinguishes 
two classes of them, in these prophetic words, 
ver. 29: first, those who would come from with¬ 
out, and who would, like wild beasts, ravage the 
church without mercy, and, secondly, those who 
would arise in the bosom of the church itself, and 
attempt to gain adherents. They are described 
as TuiXovvreg dieorpapfikva. Paul purposely avoids 
the use of the word diddaneiv , which would do too 
much honor to the perverted and distorted things 
which they will advance. As a limb of the body 
may be dislocated, and, by a violent movement, 
be placed in an unnatural position, so truths 
may be perverted, be placed in false relations to 
each other, be distorted by exaggeration, and be 
converted into caricatures of that which they 
originally represented. Such is the nature of 
false doctrine. Error is simply a perversion of 
the truth; there is a truth lying at the bottom of 
every false doctrine, but it has been perverted 
and disfigured by the fault of men. 

9. An inheritance among all them which are sane - 
tified y ver. 82.—The blessed inheritance consists 
not only in a perfect communion with God, but 
also in a communion with all those who are sanc¬ 
tified. The rich inheritance of the invisible Ca¬ 
naan lies in the midst of all who have, by the 
grace of God in Christ, been redeemed from sin, # 
and sanctified by the Spirit. It is remarkable 
that precisely in the Epistle which, if not origi¬ 
nally intended for the Ephesian congregation 
exclusively, was at least specially addressed to 

it, the same thought occurs: i) Khjpavopta avrov ' 
& roi$ dyioic, Eph. i. 18. It is, indeed, the widely 
extended communion with all those who are sanc¬ 
tified, that exalts the glory of the inheritance, 
and the blessedness of the world to come. 

10. It is more blessed to give than to receive y ver. 

85.—The natural man, under the influence of 
egotism, reverses the terms of this saying; its 
truth is, however, recognized by every one whose 
moral state is more favorable, and who is gov¬ 
erned by sounder and purer principles. Plu¬ 
tarch relates that Artaxerxes said bn to npogdeivai 
tov a<pe?ielv fiaailudjrepbv kart. And Aristotle says: 
fiaXXdv tern tov khcvOepiov rd diddvai del # hapfidvetv 
bdev delj Eth. Nicom. IV. I. Both of these say¬ 
ings correspond in expression to the aristocratic 
views of antiquity. The former refers to the dis¬ 
tinction which existed between rulers and the peo¬ 
ple, the latter to the ancient distinction between 
free men and slaves. Seneca, on the other hand, 
speaks in reference to the gods, when he'says: 

Qui dat beneficial Decs imitatur; qui recipit, foene- 
ratores. There is, however, in all these classic 
sayings a certain aristocratic pride of sentiment, 
which cannot fail to be perceived. The saying 
of Christ, on the contrary, is founded on the fact 
that God is love; and the use which the apostle 
here makes of it, is sustained by his own experi¬ 
ence of the redeeming and compassionate love of 
God in his Son, as well as by his desire to see all 
men enjoy the blessedness of loving and giving. 
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THE ACTS OP THE APOSTLES. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 17. And from Miletus be sent 
and called the elders of ttie church. —When 
Paul was at Miletus, he was induced to send for 
the Ephesian elders not only by his remembrance 
of the divine blessing which he had experienced 
in their city, amid all his conflicts and trials, 
but also by his earnest desire to see the brethren 
personally, %nd impart to them, and, through 
them, to the whole congregation, an abiding 
blessing. (Leonh. and Sp. ^-^Superintendents 
and inspectors [whose office, duties, etc., are 
described in Hbrzoo: Encyk. XY. p. 256-262.— 
Tr.1 should imitate the example of Paul in their 
conduct towards those over whom they are placed, 
by conferring with them, exhorting, and encour¬ 
aging them; for benefits conferred on pastors 
are in reality conferred on entire congregations. 
The servants of the Lord, on the other hand, 
should gladly avail themselves of such opportu¬ 
nities for receiving the wholesome admonitions 
of their inspectors, and of eminent theologians, 
and actively sustain them in their good work. 
(Starke). 

Ver. 18. And when they were cogue to 
him, he said. —Paul’s address to the elders is 
an admirable compend of practical Pastoral The¬ 
ology, according to the principles which the 
• apostles observed; it is a mirror which causes 
us to blush, when we sur?ey our own dissimilar 
features. It usually furnishes texts for intro¬ 
ductory and farewell sermons, but the Lord 
knows how often it has been abused on such 
occasions! (Ap. Past.).— To know, from the 
first day - - - after what manner I have 
been with you at all seasons. —“ Ye know!” 
Happy is he who can begin his discourse in such 
terms, and to whom the conscience of the hearer 
bears a favorable testimony! (Bengel).—Paul 
appeals solely to the conscience of his hearers, 
and asks for no flattering reply. It is not his 
object to obtain letters of commendation from 
men; he desires to see the fruit of his labors, 
and to promote the cause of the truth. (Ap. 
Past.).—He had served the Lord in Ephesus 
“from the first day.” The unconverted man 
who assumes the sacred office, loses this blessing. 
He may be subsequently converted, it is true; 
still, he has grievously failed in many respects. 
This consideration should urge all candidates 
for the ministry to adopt such a course that Qod 
may grant them the necessary qualifications at 
the earliest period, (ib.). 

Ver. 19. Serving tne Lord with all hu¬ 
mility of mind, and with many tears, and 
temptations. —Pastors shed many tears—tears 
of love, tears of grief, and tears of joy. 0 Lord! 
Send us many Pauls! (Starke).—The ministry of 
the word does not farnish happy days alone, for 
Paul mentions not them, but his “tears.” Give 
heed to this circumstance, ye candidates for the 
ministry, and be prepared for it! (id.).—What 
noble qualifications of a faithful teacher! Humi¬ 
lity before God; patience in affliction; candor 
and fidelity; unwearied efforts to feed the flock: 
thorough knowledge of the matter and manner 
which are essential to edifying discourses; un¬ 


daunted courage when persecution begins; seal 
and diligence in walking in the way of the Lord, 
alike in public and in private life; sincere love to 
the church; a confident mind and holy boldness 
in speaking the truth to every one according to 
his necessities; a high estimate of the value of 
souls that are bought with a price; prudent mea¬ 
sures in view of coming trials; contentment in 
temporal things, and a hatred of covetousness (l 
Cor. xv. 9); perseverance and ardor in prayer, 
(id.).—The dignity of hiB office, in the view of the 
upright apostle, primarily consists in his own con¬ 
sistent and humble walk. But in our day there 
is usually a reference made to the konot ordnat, 
orthodoziae, etc. (Ap. Past.!.—An old pastor of 
our church prayed to God tnat the blessing which 
should attend his office might consist also in gratia 
lacrimarum .—A faithful servant of Jesus may ap¬ 
peal also to his post afflictions, for they are a seed 
of tears, and are honorable to him. (ib.).—When 
we are without temptations, we learn nothing, 
and make no progress; they are the warfare and 
the exercise of Christians; they are our theology 
—a theology not very easily nor quickly learned. 
(Luther).—Paul speaks of his “tears,” for he wis 
a Christian, not a Stoic. His whole office was a 
ministry of tears; his cup was fall of bitterness; 
but, nevertheless, he looked for that glorious re¬ 
ward of which the Psalmist speaks: “ They that 
sow in tears shall reap in joy.” [Ps. exxvi. 6.]. 
By the power of his faith he anticipates the joys 
of harvest; he triumphs even when he weeps; still, 
he does not weep the less because he triumphs. 
He weeps, when at midnight he sings praises ante 
God in the prison of Philippi. He weeps, when 
he writes to the Thessalonians: “Rejoice ever¬ 
more.” He weeps, when at Miletus he declares; 
“I finish my course with joy.” He weeps, when 
at Rome he writes his last, words; “ I have fought 
* a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith.”—We cannot wonder that Paul so 
often recurs to the sorrows which he had en¬ 
dured ;. his remarks were dictated not by egotism, 
but by his earnest desird to gain men for the 
truth ; he had been so taught in the school of his 
Lord. If the sufferings of Jesus appeal to the 
Father, and beseech Him to grant mercy to sin¬ 
ners, they also appeal to men and beseech them 
to accept the doctrine of their redeeming God. 
(A. Monod.). 

Ver. 20. How I kept back nothing that 
was profitable. —That is, only that which is 
profitable, but, also, all that is profitable; and 
hence, not that which is learned, or novel, or beau¬ 
tiful, or sublime, or unusual, etc., but that which 
is really good to the use of edifying [Eph. iv. 29]. 
Such were, briefly, the contents of the sermons 
of the apostle. Mark this well, ye “ pulpit ora¬ 
tors.” (Ap. Past.).—To proclaim that which is 
profitable, without being deterred by the fear of 
men, and to refrain from all that merely gratifies 
itching ears, or is only adapted to please men, 
have at all times been prominent characteristics 
of a faithful steward of God. (Rieger).— Pub¬ 
licly, and from house to house. —Accord¬ 
ingly, a faithful teacher serves the Lord, and His 
church, not only in the pulpit, but also in private 
houses, not only by preaching, but also by pas¬ 
toral labors, not only in public, but also at pri¬ 
vate interviews with individuals. Two tempta- 
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tions are to be overcome by a holy sense of offi¬ 
cial duty: the fear of men, and carnal sloth. 

Vbr. 21. Testifying — repentance toward 
God, and faith toward oar Lord Jesas 
Christ. —We have here a concise and faithful de¬ 
scription of that way of salvation, of which every 
sermon should treat. It is the general impost 
which the ihessengers of God are commissioned 
to demand of all men over the whole earth. They 
do not engage in other matters. (Gossner). 

Vbr. 22. I go bound in the spirit—not 
knowing the things that shall befall me.— 
Faith does not desire to know and see all things, 
but obeys God and the impulse of His Spirit, as 
with blindfolded eyes. Faithful teachers, spe¬ 
cially, are not their own masters, but are bound in 
heart and mind, on account of their office, to do 
and to forbear, not as they choose, but as God 
directs. Jer. x. 28. (Starke). 

Vbr. 23. Save that the Holy Ghost wit- 
nesseth. —The Holy Ghost is a prophet of afflic¬ 
tions, but also a comforter in afflictions. (Quesnel). 

Vbr. 24. Bat none of these things move 
me, etc.—“ Fear not them, etc.” Matth. x. 28. 
(Starke).—The children and servants of God look 
not so much to danger as to duty; but the chil¬ 
dren of the world adopt the opposite course. 
(Quesnel).— And the ministry which I have 
reoeived of the Lord Jesas. —Paul’s ministry 
was consecrated not only by his tears, but also by 
his blood. And by what additional tears, suffer¬ 
ings and blood, was it not subsequently conse- 
secrated, before we received it! Should not our 
reflections on the army of holy witnesses and 
martyrs of former times, cause us to blush on ac¬ 
count of the indifference with which we defend 
the truth to which our fathers bore witness with 
their blood? (Williger).—No one should force 
himself into the sacred office, nor acquire it by 
purchase, marriage, or private solicitations, and 
thus run and preach without a divine mission 
and call, but should wait until he receives it, and 
is sent. But an ordinary call is attended by the 
divine power and blessing, when it is received in 
the fear of God. He whom God sends, is endowed 
with the necessary qualifications, Jer. i. 9, 10. 
(Starke).— »To testify the gospel of the grace 
of God. —Paul proclaims grace—the Gospel, 
with his latest breath—not the law, not mere 
morality. For millions of moral discourses and 
folios written on morals cannot accomplish in a 
thousand years that which this despised word: 
“Grace—the Gospel” accomplishes, when it is 
received in faith, and takes possession of the 
heart (Gossner). 

Vbr. 25. I know that ye all - - shall see 
my iaoe no more. —Thoughts on death increase 
the zeal of preachers. He who at all times says 
to himself: “ This is perhaps my last sermon; my 
hearers will see my face no more,” will the more 
earnestly entreat them: “Be ye reconciled to 
God!”—The hearers may indeed pass away from 
the sight of a faithful preacher, but never from 
his thoughts. (Starke). 

Vbr. 26,27. Wherefore I take yon to reo- 
ord this day, that I am pore from the 
blood of all men. —Many would gladly imitate 
the apostle, and, like him, testify in their fare¬ 
well sermons, that they are pure from the blood 
of all men, but that joyfal consciousness is the 


fruit only of long-continued humility, of trials, 
and of tears. (Rieger).—A preacher’s declaration 
that he is pure from the blood of all men, assumes 
that many duties have been performed. He must 
have set forth all the counsel of God, and kept 
back nothing, ver. 27; he must have addressed , 
all, both from the pulpit and during his pastoral 
labors, ver. 20; he must have taught in every 
possible way, not only by his sermons, but also 
by his example, having lived and suffered as a 
Christian, ver 18-20. Alas! how many omissions 
of duty weigh on our conscience; instead of joy¬ 
fully declaring: “I am pure from your blood,” 
we are rather constrained, in grief and pain, to 
utter the petition: “Cleanse me, 0 Lord, with thy 
blood!” 

Vbr. 28. Take heed therefore unto your¬ 
selves, and to all the flock. —A preacher 
must guard against two errors: either that of 
bei'tg too much occupied with himself, and thus 
neglecting the flock, or that of being so devoted 
to the flock as to neglect the care of his own sal¬ 
vation. (Quesnel).—We must ourselves first be 
cleansed, and then cleanse others—be instructed, 
and then instruot others—be enlightened, and 
then enlighten others—be conducted to God, and 
then conduct others to him. (Gregory Nax.).— 
An evangelical preacher takes heed to himself, 
when hft own soul is fed by the gospel of the 
grace of God; his personal experience of the value 
and power of sound doctrine, will secure him 
from going astray and adopting false doctrines. 
Continue to be one of the sheep of the Good 
Shepherd, and then thou wilt not become a faith¬ 
less shepherd. (Besser).—Can the blind lead the 
blind ? It is a fearful tning when an unconverted 
man is a professor of religion, but it is a far more 
fearful thing when such an one attempts to preach 
the Gospel. Bo ye not tremble, when ye open 
the Bible, lest ye might there read the sentence 
of your own condemnation? Do ye not think of 
it, that when ye are penning your sermons, ye 
are drawing up indictments against your own 
souls? (Baxter’s Reformed Pastor).— Over the 
which [in which] the Holy Ghost hath made 
yoa overseers, to feed the charoh of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own 
blood. —What a powerful admonition to be faith¬ 
ful we have in the fact that we are appointed to 
feed a flock which God has purchased with His 
own blood! (Starke).—Paul does not here repeat 
his instructions respecting the manner in which 
they should feed the church; he does not intend 
to instruct, but to exhort. He wishes, in that 
sacred hour, to pronounce an imperishable word, 
which may make an indelible impression, and 
furnish a lasting impulse to his hearers. He pro¬ 
nounces a single word which expresses all, and 
relieves him from the task of addressing further 
admonitions; his hearers are so deeply impressed 
with the grandeur and holy character of their 
work, that no human eloquence could have pro¬ 
duced the result which followed the utterance of 
this one word of truth. He terms the church 
“ the church of God,”— Hie possession, in a still 
higher sense than that in which the people of the 
old covenant, whom He bare on eagles’ wings, 
were His peculiar treasure, Exod. xix. 3-6—His 
possession purchased with the blood of His own 
Son. (Menken).—The poorest village is a church 
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of God, purchased with the blood of Jesus. Its 
pastor is, therefore, not appointed to be a gatherer 
of gold, a luminary in the learned world, an anti¬ 
quarian, a gardener, a drone; he is called to be 
a shepherd of Jesus, who is the Chief Shepherd. 
. Past.). 

sb. 29. Alter my departing shall grie¬ 
vous wolves enter in. —False teachers say 
in their hearts: “ Let there only be peace whilst I 
live;” but an apostolical teacher endeavors also 
to prevent evils that might arise even after his 
death. (Ap. Past.). 

Vbr. 30. Also of your own selves shall 
men arise, speaking perverse things.— The 

enemies to whom the apostle’s warning refers, 
are described, on the one hand,‘as ravening 
wolves, that is, as men who are obviously sedu¬ 
cers and murderers of souls, and, on the other, as 
false brethren who arise in the church itself, and 
who, with specious words, teach false and dan- 
erous doctrines. The apostle earnestly warns 
is hearers against both of these classes of men. 
The former may be easily recognized; the latter 
are more insidious and more dangerous enemies. 
(Ap. Past.).—And here the elders, like the dis¬ 
ciples on an earlier occasion [Mt. xxvi. 22], might 
have each asked, in sorrow and dread: “Lord, is 
it I?” 

Ver. 81. Therefore watch, and remember 
that by the space of three years I oeased 
not to warn every one night and day with 
tears. —The language which evil-minded men 
represent as that of self-praise, is not always 
really of that description. It was love which 
constrained the humility of Paul to reveal to us 
his tears. (Starke). 

Vbr. 82, 88. And now, - - - I commend 
you to God, etc.—Here take a view of the 
heart of a faithful shepherd. He commends his 
flock to God and to the word of his grace, in ac¬ 
cordance with his Master’s example, John xvii. 
6, 9. When pastors have taught, refuted, ex¬ 
horted, rebuked, and comforted, they should still 
submit the whole matter to God, and humbly ask 
for his guidance and aid. (Starke).—Such apos¬ 
tolic sayings abundantly comfort our souls; it is 
a salutation addressed by the apostolic age to the 
distracted church of our times. Those fathers 
assure the church, even in her deepest affliction, 
that she is the true church of God, and that the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against her. (Wil- 
liger). 

Ver. 83. I have coveted no man’s silver, 
or gold, or apparel. —“I seek not yours, but 
you.” 2 Cor. xii. 14. Although the preachers 
of the Gospel do not, like Paul, work at a trade, 
but “live of the things of the temple” (1 Cor. ix. 
13), these words, nevertheless, furnish them 
with a valuable lesson. They ought to demon¬ 
strate by their self-denial and personal efforts, 
('which should comprehend far more than the or¬ 
dinary official duties,) and by their entire free¬ 
dom from avarice, that the world very unjustly 
accuses them of performing the least amount of 
work, and of receiving for it a disproportionately 
large amount of wages. (Williger). 

Ver. 35. It is more blessed to give than 
to receive. —This word of the Lord, which the 
Holy Spirit has preserved for us independently 
of the Gospels, should be the motto of every 


true disciple of Christ; for He came into the 
world not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many nit. xx. 28]; 
even when seated on the throne of glory. He im¬ 
parts Himself, in the fulness of His divine grace, 
to His church on earth, and His blessedness con¬ 
sists in thus freely imparting Himself to His 
people. (Leonh. and 8p.).—It is more blessed to 
give them to receive; for the nearer we ap¬ 
proach to God, the more blessed we are. God 
does not receive—He give*. He derives His 
name from His goodness, and it is the nature of 
that whioh is good to impart itself. The more 
we give, the more we possess. When we bless 
others, we bless ourselves. Let no heart depart 
without consolation from thy door, and God will 
not dismiss thee from his presence without con¬ 
solation. (Henry Muller).—It is true, that with 
respect to God, we may, and indeed should, re¬ 
ceive from His fulness, grace for grace. The 
more we receive of Him, the more blessed we are 
ourselves, and the more we can impart to 
others. An unwillingness to receive from Him, 
is, in truth, the height of misery. (Fr. Arndt.). 

Ver. 36. And when he had than spoken, 
he kneeled down, and prayed with them 
all. —Kneeling down at prayer is a privilege of 
the children of God. Others are ashamed of it 
The act should therefore be performed only in 
the closet, or in the presence of those who right¬ 
ly understand its nature, and should not unne¬ 
cessarily be exposed to the mockery of the world. 
(Williger).—We often accomplish more by pray¬ 
ing than by preaching. (Ap. Past.).— When 
Christian friends thus part from one another with 
prayer to God, they become the more intimately 
united in God. (Starke). 

Ver. 87. And they all wept sore, and fell 
on Paul’s neok, and kissed him. —Christians 
are not Stoics, who professed to be unoonsdons 
of strong emotions. Their love is a fountain 
from which tears often flow.—We too should fall 
on Paul’s neck, and endeavor to retain him with 
us; and this is done when we receive his doe- 
trine and believe the Gospel which he preached; 

1 These, ii. 13. (Starke). 

Ver. 88. Sorrowing most of all for the 
words whioh he spake, that they should 
see his lace no more.—If it pains us that we 
shall no more see here below the faces of those 
whom we love, how mnoh more painful would it 
be, if we should be eternally deprived of the sight 
of God, of the angels, and of the elect! When 
we therefore part on earth, may it be our earnest 
expectation and our hope that we shall meet 
again in the heavenly Jerusalem. (Leonh. and 
Sp.). 

On the whole section, vbr. 17-38.— The tnw 
relation between the shepherd* and the jfocis ef 
Christ: it really exists, and abides in time and 
in eternity, when it is sustained, L By union in 
the true doctrine; II. By union in sincere love; 
III. By union in believing prayer. (Harless).— 
PauTs farewell address to the elders of Ephesus: 
I. When he appeals to his apostolical labors, be 
describes the principal features of the evangelical 
ministry of the word, ver. 17-21. IL When he 
expresses his willingness to suffer, he exhibits to 
them the courage which faith imparts, and which 
is connected with a self-denying love to Christ, 


Digitized by LjOOQle 




CHAP. XX. 17-38. 


881 


ver. 22—25. III. When he refers to the glory of 
the church of God, he exhorts them to be faith¬ 
ful in discharging the duties of their sacred 
office. IV. When he prays, on parting from 
them, he conducts them to the source of all 
strength and joyfulness in seasons of affliction. 
Ter. 82. (Leonh. and 3p.).— By what meant may 
the pain of parting from our friends be alleviated t 
1. By the consciousness that we have faithfully 
fulfilled our duty; II. By submission to the 
clearly understood will of God; III. By the con¬ 
viction, strengthened by prayer, that God guides 
and protects us. (ib.).— The farewell address of 
Paul at Miletus: L His testimony respecting his 
labors in the congregations, ver. 18-21; (a) re¬ 
specting the discharge of the duties of his minis¬ 
try—his humility and fidelity, even amid tempta¬ 
tions ; (5) respecting the subjects of his preach¬ 
ing—he had declared all the counsel of God, 
specially, repentance and faith. II. His an¬ 
nouncement that he took leave of them forever, 
ver. 22-25; (a) referring to the trials that may 
await him, ana to Jerusalem, as the point to 
which he was proceeding—the afflictions which 
he expected to endure ; 15) referring to his will¬ 
ingness to sacrifice his life—his conviction that 
he would suffer a violent death. III. His final 
directions to the elders, ver. 26-88; (a) an ex¬ 
hortation that they should be faithful to their 
duty—the special reasons for which fidelity on 
their part was necessary ; (b\ the commendation 
of the elders to the grace of God—the conduct 
which they should observe. (Lisco).— Two things 
which all men need: I. Repentance, ver. 20, 21; 
we descend by three steps into the depths of our 
hearts; (a) the knowledge of sin; (5) sorrow 
for it; (c) the desire for salvation. II. Faith, 
ver. 21; we ascend by three steps to God and 
eternity: (a) the knowledge that the Redeemer 
has come; (6) holy joy that he has taken up his 
abode with us too; (c) unshaken confidence in 
his reconciling, sanctifying, and saving grace, 
ver. 19, 22-27. (id.).— The glory gpd comfort of a 
Christian preacher (a farewell discourse) : I. His 
glory: (a) nothing that is external, neither 
riches nor honor, ver. 19; (5) not even tempta¬ 
tions and misrepresentation, ver. 19; (c) but the 
glory of having endured with hiB congregation 
in joy and in sorrow, ver. 18, of having kept 
back no part of the wholesome doctrine of the 
Gospel, ver. 20, and, especially, of having preached 
its two chief points, repentance and faith, ver. 
21. II. His comfort: (a) the hour of parting has 
arrived, and now duty calls to new and greater 
conflicts, ver. 22, 23; (6) the preacher does not 
regard this fact, since the fulfilment of the duties 
of his office is his only care, ver. 24; (c) al¬ 
though the parting is painful, he knows that he 
is pure from the blood of all men, and he com¬ 
mends his flock to faithful successors and to the 
Chief Shepherd, ver. 26. (From Lisco).— Pauly m 
the discharge of his official duties at Ephesus t a 
model for the evangelical pastor: he teaches us, I. 
To serve the Lord with all humility, ver. 19; II. 
To feed the flock with undivided love, ver. 20, 
21, 26, 27 ; III. To resist the enemy with entire 
fidelity, ver. 19, 29, 80, 31; IV. To look for¬ 
ward to the separation from the flock with con¬ 
fidence and holy joy, ver. 22-26, 82-36.— The 
but discourse which we can address to our congrega¬ 


tion : I. It is good when we preach the word of 
the Gospel, ver. 20, 21, 27; II. It is still better 
when we preach by our evangelical walk, ver. 

18, 83-35; III. It is the beBt of all when we 
preach by our evangelical sufferings, ver. 19, 22- 
25.— How may a servant of God , m this vale of 
tears , finish his course with joy t (ver. 24). I. 
When he enjoys true peace of conscience, sin¬ 
cerely believes that he has fulfilled his duty, and 
has an assurance of the grace of God, ver. 18- 
20, 26, 27. II. When he leaves behind him the 
seed of the kingdom of God, which will grow up 
over his grave through the labors of his faithful 
successors, ver. 28, and the faithfulness of the 
eternal God, ver. 82. III. When he can hope 
that he will receive in heaven the reward of his 
labors, and be eternally blessed, ver. 24.— When 
are we pure from the blood of all those whose souls 
the Lord has intrusted to our caref (ver. 26). I. 
When we have preached all that the Lord has 
commanded, and have kept back no part of the 
counsel of God, ver. 20, 27. II. When we have 
taken an interest in the welfare of all who were 
accessible to us, both in public and in private, 
ver. 20—Jews and Greeks, ver. 21. III. When 
we have done all that lay in our power in order 
to open an avenue for our word, by our evangeli¬ 
cal walk and conduct—in obedience, humility, 
love, patience, self-denial. IV. When we have 
washed away everything of which our conscience 
accuses us before the Lord, in the blood of Jesus 
Christ, without which neither we nor our hearers 
can be cleansed and reconciled, ver. 24, 36.— I 
know that we shall soon finally party (ver. 26)—a 
thought which solemnly admonishes, I. The 
teacher; II. The hearers. —Take heed therefore 
unto yourselves ! —an impressive official admoni¬ 
tion addressed to all shepherds of souls, in the 
church and in the family, (ver. 28): I. Take 
heed to youselves—to your doctrine and your 
walk. II. Take heed to the flock—to its divine 
dignity, and to its human infirmity. III. Take 
heed to the wolves—to those who come from 
without in a threatening form, ver. 29, and to 
those in the bosom of the church, who are con¬ 
cealed in sheep’s clothing, ver. 80.—* And now , 
brethren , I commend you to God'—the most appro ~ 
priate farewell address of an evangelical pastor (ver. 

82): I. It expresses evangelical love, which ex¬ 
tends its care even beyond the speaker’s own 
period of labor. II. It expresses evangelical # 
humility, which, even after faithful labors, is 
conscious that man can accomplish nothing by 
his own strength. III. It expresses evangelical 
faith, which relies on the power and faithfulness 
of the Great Shepherd of souls and Guardian of 
men.— The apostle's farewell discourse at Miletus: 

I. A model sermon, exhibiting an apostle’s fidelity 
of love, and the power of his faith; II. A con¬ 
solatory sermon, intended to alleviate the pain of 
parting and the anxiety of love; III. An awaken¬ 
ing sermon, exposing our official sins and neglect 
of duty, as compared with out great Predecessor 
in office.— Why is it more blessed to give than to re¬ 
ceive f (ver. 86). I. Because the former delivers 
us from the dominion of self—from the bonds ot 
self-love, from the cares connected with super¬ 
fluous possessions, from the burden of depend¬ 
ence ; II. Because it unites us with the brethren 
—through their sincere attachment, their active 
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gratitude, their prayers in our behalf; III. Be¬ 
cause it brings us nearer to our God—we thus 
resemble Him who is merciful to all, partake of 
the happiness of Him who lores all, and may 
hope for the gracious reward which He who re¬ 
compenses men will bestow .—The farewell words 
of love: “ A little while, and ye shall see me no 
more ” (ver. 38, oompared with John xvi. 16): 
I. The grief which they occasion ; (a) the pain¬ 
ful feeling of loneliness; ( b ) reproaches of con¬ 
science, if we hare neglected the season of gra¬ 
cious visitation, II. The comfort which they 
impart; fa) we remain united in the Lord; (6) 
we hope for a ftiture reunion in the presence of 
the Lord .—[The pastor's farewell address (see 
Exxo. note, rer. 83-35. b.): L Glances at the 


past, (ver. 18-21, 26,27); (a) the external history 
of the congregation (additions, losses, etc.); (6) 
the doctrines and duties taught by the pastor; 
(c) the past and present spiritual condition of the 
congregation. II. Glances at the future, (rer. 
22-25, 29, 80); (a) the pastor’s fixture lot un¬ 
certain (divine Providence); (6) the dangers to 
which the congregation (young and old) may be 
exposed (external—internal); (e) the hopes 
which the congregation may entertain, in. The 
Pastor’s parting counsels, in view of the past 
and the ftiture (ver. 81-35); respecting ( a ) watch¬ 
fulness—on the part of church officers and pri¬ 
vate members; (6) the duties of Christian love; 
(e) the exercise of Christian faith and hope. 
—Tx.] 


D.—CONCLUSION or THX JOUUXBY, AMID ANXIOUS F0R1B0DINGS > 

Chaftib XXI. 1-16. 

1 And it came to pass, that after we were gotten [had torn ourselves away] from them, 
and had launched [set sail], we came witn a straight oourse [after a quick voyage] 
unto Coos 1 [Cos], and the day following unto Rhodes, and from thence unto Patara: 

2 *And finding [there] a ship sailing over unto Phenicia, we went aboard, and set forth 

3 [set sail]. ♦Now when we had discovered [come in sight of] Cyprus, we left it on the 
left hand, and sailed into [to] Syria, and landed * at Tyre: for there the ship was to 

4 unlade her burden [its cargo]. *And finding [And having found the*] disciples, we 
tarried there seven days: who [these, ofnvcc] said to Paul through the Spirit, that he 

5 should not go up to [go to 4 ] Jerusalem. *And when we had accomplished those [spent 
the (rd<;)] days, we departed and went our way; and they all brought us on our way, 
with [all accompanied us, with their] wives and children, till^toc were out of the city: 

6 and [then] we kneeled down on the shore, and prayed. ♦And when we had taken our 
leave [(ver. 5) prayed, (ver. 6) And took leave 1 ] one of another, [; ] we took ship; 

7 and they returned home again [hut they returned to their homes]. ♦And when we 
had finished our course from Tyre, we came [But we finished the sea-voyage, and came 
from Tyre] to Ptolemais, and [om. and] saluted the brethren, and abode with them 

8 one day. ♦And the next day we that were of Paul’s company [And the next day we*J 
departed, and came unto Cesarea; and we entered into the house of Philip the evan- 

9 gelist, which [who 1 ] was one of the seven; and abode with him. *And the same [This, 
rouTip <W] man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy [who prophesied]. 

10 *And [But] as we tarried there many [several] days, there came down from Judea a 

11 certain prophet, named Agabus. *And when he was come [He came] unto us. he [om. 
he] took Paul’s girdle, and bound his own* hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the 
Holy Ghost, So shall [Thus, oora, will] the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that 

12 owneth this girdle, and shall [will] deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles. ♦And 
[But] when we heard these things [this, raDra], both we, and they of that place, be- 

13 sought him not to go up to Jerusalem. ♦Then [But] Paul answered*, What mean ye 
to weep and to [What are ye doing (roecTre), that ye weep and] break mine heart? 
for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the 

14 Lord Jesus. ♦And [But] when he would not be persuaded, we ceased [we forbore], 
saying, The will of the Lord be done. 

15 ♦And after those [these, raorac] days we took up our carriages [we prepared our- 

16 selves 1 *], and went up to Jerusalem. ♦[But, <W] There went with us also certain of 
the disciples of Cesarea, and brought with them [in order to bring us to] one Mnasoti 
of Cyprus, an old disciple, with whom we should lodge. 
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1 Ter. L [The text ree. has Kwr, with O. H.; the reeding (bund in A. B. G. D. E. and Cod. Sin. ia Km; the latter is 
adopted by recent editors generally. Both forms of the eccnsetire occur, although the former is the more usual; see 
Wnrat: Oram . AT. T., $ 8. 2.—Te.J 

* Vex. 8. [Instead of jeanfaityxcv of text rec. before tic T., from G. D. G. H., Lech, reads KaripBopev with A. B. B., 
and also Cod. Sin.; Vulg. venimus. Alf. retains the reading of the text. ree. —Tx.l 

* Ver. 4. a. rotes [of text, ree.] before fiathjras, [although rejected by Bengel, Matthaei and Rinck], is very decidedly sus¬ 
tained by the authorities [by A. B. G. E. God. Sin. L and is omitted only in some of the later manuscripts. [G. H.] 

* Ver. 4. b. bnfkuvuv is sufficiently attested [by A. B. G. God. Sin.1 to sanction the adoption of it as the genuine read¬ 
ing, rather than the more usual, and therefore easier word Arapaiveur [which latter (inserted in text ree,) is found in E. G. 
H.; Vulg. ascenderet Lach. Tisch. and Alf. adopt im 0.—Til] 

* Ver. 6. The reading [at the end of ver. 5, and the beginning of ver. 6, namely] wpoesv^ap i«vot amtmraaap«6a A AAiJ- 
Xovt, *al *W/3. is decidedly attested [(excepting arc/3.), by A. B. C. E~, with minor orthographical rariatious, and it is 
adopted by Lach. and Tisch.! whereas the reading irposyv$ap.*Oa, sax AoiraoAp .croi aAAjjAour iwdfi. [of text, ree.) is sus¬ 
tained by comparatively feeble testimony [by G. H.; Alf. retains the reading of text. ree. —Vulg. oravimus. R.cum vaUfe- 
eisstmus .—For itrifiifpev, of text, ree., as in G. H., Tisch. and Alf. read Avifiripty with A. G.; Lach. irifirtpev with B. E.— 
Tisch. exhibits the following as the reading of Cod. Sin.: yovara ‘ wpos*v(afx«roi .’m r. ax y. wpos*v£apevoi amrprwacraptOa 
aAA^Aow koi arc fimier. He remarks on the first wpos*v(. which he prints with inverted commas: “notarunt ipse scrip- 
tor (ut ridetur) et C.” he adds that 0 substituted crc/3. for ay*ft. —Tr.] 

* Ver. 8. a. The words oi *«pi rfcr IlavAor after «£«\$6 vt*s, were inserted in the text, as an ecclesiastical reeding lea- 
son began at this place [with J£cA0rfrm]; they are undoubtedly spurious. [They occur in G. H., but are omitted in A. B. 
C. E. Cod. 8in. Vulg., etc., and are dropped by recent editors generally.—T r.1 

t Ver. 8. b. row before irros [of text. rec.\ is not found in a single uncial manuscript. [It occurs only in some minus¬ 
cules, but is omitted in A. B. C. K. G. H. God. Sin., and is dropped by recent editors; see Wncxx: Oram. N. T. $ 20.1. c.—T r.] 

8 Ver. 11. [The ambiguity in the text. ree. (avrov. t. Paul’s, or airrov, i. e., his own), is found in G. H.; the other un¬ 
cial manuscripts, A. B. C. D. E. and Cod. 8in. read cavrov; recent editors adopt the latter.—On the general subject, see 
Wnrat: Gram. >22. 6.—Tx.1 

* Ver. 18. [Instead of ’Avcxpcdif Si 4 Hat/Aot • Tt, as the text ree. reads with G (original)., and, instead of rc for Si, 
with G. H., Lach-, Tisch. and Alf. read: Tdrc aircKptftj 6 n. with A. B. C (corrected)., omitting Si. Lach maun also in¬ 
serts xml «Im HovAef, from A. E.—Cod. Sin. glrea here, as well as very often elsewhere, precisely the reading of Lach- 
mann, who died in 1861, before the publication of that text; the Vulg. also has: Tunc respondit Ptiulus et dixit. —Tr.1 

m Ver. 16. iwurKtvaaaprroi is undoubtedly the genuine reading [instead of avooKtv. of text ree. from some minua- 
cules]; for some of the many conflicting readings sustain e*-t— {ewuric*\^ap.*vxx in H.; wapaontv. in G.; amra(ap.«yoi in 
®. (adopted by Born.)], and others the simple form atcevaa., while a sufficient number of weighty authorities support the 
reading tirurxcv. [namely, A. B. E. G., and also Cod. Sin.—Mill, Bengel, Griesb., Matthsei, Knapp, Rinck, Lach. Tisch. and Alf. 
adopt ewtxncrv .—Alford says: “The remarkable variety of reading in this word shows that much difficulty has been found 
In it. The rer. Avook. (which may perhaps have arisen from the mixture of axora£dp.*voi (D) with iwtaterv.) would mean, 
not, * having deposited our (useless) baggage * but, ‘ having discharged our baggage that is, unpacked the matters neces¬ 
sary for our journey to Jerusalem, from our coffers.—But ewurerv. is the better supported reading, and suits the passage 
better : 1 having packed up* that is, made ourselves ready for the Journey.— Ourriages, in the Engl, version, is used as at 
Judg. xviil. 21, (where it answers to rb 0apoc LXX.) for baggage,—things carried. —But the reading of the LXX. in the 
verae here quoted by AIL, ia uncertain.—T r.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 1-8. And it came to pass, that after 
we were gotten [had torn ourselves away] 
from them. —■ Anoana^evreg indicates that the 
apostle's final separation from his Ephesian 
friends must have been excessively p&inftiL 
[“Pass. 1 aor. avellor , divellor.” (Wahl.).— Tr.1. 
Coe was the first island which the party reaohed, 
on proceeding to the south. [“The distance 
is about forty nautical miles.” (Conyb. and H. 
Yoi. II. 226. —Tr.]. After sailing somewhat 

more than fifty miles beyond it, they reached the 
well known island of Rhodes, opposite to the 
sotiith-western corner of Asia Minor (Caria). 
Patara, the next station, was an important 
sea-port on the extreme southern projection of 
the province of Lycia. The vessel which brought 
the company from Troas to this place, appears 
to have been hired by them. They left it at Pat¬ 
era, and embarked as passengers in a merchant- 
ship, which was going to Phenioia. [“It seems 
evident from the mode of expression, that they 
sailed the very day of their arrival; this is 
shown not only by the participle kmp&vres, but 
by the omission of any Buch phrase as ry knioboy, 
or ry ixoftkvy; comp. xx. 16.” (Conyb. etc. II. 
233, and note 1). —Tr.]. They then came in 
sight of Cyprus, but passed it on the left hand, 
that is, to the north, as they were proceeding in 
a south-eastern direction to Syria; (avwpah>eo6ai 
frequently occurs as a nautical term, referring 
to land which comes into view). [“ AvcupavAvreq 
rijv K (mpov, when it became visible to them, t. 
hvafyaveloav rr)v K.” [Winer : Or. { 89. 

1).—Tr.]. The geographical name Syria is 
here employed in the Roman sense, according to 


which Phenicia and Palestine were considered 
parts of the province of Syria. T 6poq (<poprlov) 
is the freight, the cargo of the vessel; ticeioe, that 
is, the vessel was to deposit the cargo at Tyre 
(Jjv bTrwpoprt^Sfjieujv). [See Winer: Or. J 46. 6.— 
“ The distance between these two points (Patara 
and Tyre) is three hundred and forty geographi¬ 
cal miles.” (Conyb. etc. I. 283.). —Tr.1 

Ver. 4-6. And finding disciples [And hav¬ 
ing found the disciples].—-The verb avevpelv pre¬ 
supposes that a search had been made; hence they 
knew, or at least conjectured, that they would 
find Christians there, without, however, being 
acquainted with their names and residences. 

“Observe the article in rot* hdeTmpoivq ” (Conyb. 

. 286. n. 8). —Tr.]. This delay of a whole week, 
although the apostle had exhibited such haste in 
Asia Minor, was doubtless occasioned by the cir¬ 
cumstance that the vessel occupied this time in 
discharging the cargo [“it may have brought 
grain from the Black Sea, or wine from the 
Archipelago” (Conyb. I. 286.— Tr.], and getting 
ready to sail again. ’E gaprl£etv rfy i . is explore, 
abeolvere; Bee Steph. Thee. 

Ver. 7-9. And when we had finished our 
course. —The words rdv nXovv diaviioavrey are 
not to be connected with &irb Tipov, since the for¬ 
mer refer to the actual termination of the entire 
sea-voyage from Macedonia. The'%$t part of 
the voyage extended only from Tyre to Ptole- 
mais, or Acco (Acre) the best harbor on the 
Syrian coast, at the mouth of the small stream 
oalled Belus, in sight of Carmel. [Ptolemais, the 
ancient Aocho (Judg. i. 81), Akre or Acre, is 
thirty miles below Tyre, and eight miles north of 
Mount CarmeL It is now called St. Jean d’Aore 
by Europeans.—T r.]. From this point the tra¬ 
vellers proceeded by land, as it seems, and at 
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length reached Cesarea which was only thirty- 
six Roman miles distant, that is, not more than 
a day's journey. [“This is the third time that 
Paul has been at Csesarea. He was there on 
his journey from Jerusalem to Tarsus (ix. 80), 
and again on his return to Antioch from his se¬ 
cond missionary progress (iTiii. 22); see on yiii. 
40." (Hackett).—T r.]. Here they met with 
Philip, who is already known from ch. Yi. 6, to 
which passage Luke refers in the words fivror U 
ruv £itt6. We were informed in ch. viii. 40 that 
he travelled from Philistaa northward as an 
evangelist, until he came to Cesarea, and here 
we now find him as a resident, and described as 
an ri>ayyeXtarfc. The latter title immediately fol¬ 
lows his name, since he continued to labor as a 
herald of the Gospel, without being confined to 
a particular congregation, and his office in Jeru¬ 
salem, as one of the Seven, had ceased in point 
of fact after the death of Stephen. The inter¬ 
pretation according to which evayye?Mrrov is 
connected with fivro**, in the sense: “He was the 
evangelist among the Seven," is foroed, and not 
well sustained. [For the omission of rov before 
fit nos, see note 7 above, appended to the text.— 
Tr.].—T he fact that he had four daughters who 
were virgins, and who had received from the 
Spirit the gift of pronouncing edifying dis¬ 
courses, is quite incidentally introduced, in con¬ 
nection with the name of their father; it stands in 
no immediate connection with the events which are 
here related, and no intimation whatever is given 
that they uttered in the presence of Paul any pre¬ 
diction respecting his future lot From this cir¬ 
cumstance, however, and from the fact that Euse¬ 
bius [erroneously] relates, on the authority of 
Papias (Hist. Ecel. III. 89 [and III. 81; V. 24]), that 
the apostle Philip had four daughters who prophe¬ 
sied, Gieseler concluded (Stttd. und Krit. 1829. p. 
140), that ver. 9 is an interpolation, which origina¬ 
ted with someone who confounded the evangelist 
Philip with the apostle of the same name. But 
he is entirely in error; for who can prove that 
it was not Papias himself who confounded the 
two persons? Indeed, it is not here that we find 
the first historical notice which is not essentially 
connected with the events related by the historian. 

Ver. 10, 11. A certain prophet, named 
Agabus. —It is, on the other hand, somewhat 
singular that Agabus is here introduced as if he 
had hitherto been entirely unknown to the reader, 
whereas he is already mentioned in ch. xi. 28, 
and there too described as a prophet. That pas¬ 
sage appears to have passed unnoticed, when 
the present words were written.—Agabus fully 
conforms to the manner of the prophets of the 
old covenant by setting forth the matter of his 
prediction not only in words, but also in a sym¬ 
bolical action, which he performs on his own 
person. [Comp. 1 Kings xxii. 11; Isai. xx. 2; 
Jerem. xiii. 1 ff.; Ezek. iv. Iff.; v. 1, etc. (Alf.). 
—Tr.]. He took the girdle which confined the 
upper garment of Paul, bound his own hands and 
feet with it in the presenoe of the apostle and of 
the other Christians, and then made the follow¬ 
ing statement, which he declared to be a pro¬ 
phecy of the Spirit (corresponding with the for¬ 
mula in the Old Testament [see 

Rob. Lex. p. 687.— Tr.]): that the Jews in Je¬ 


rusalem would bind the owner of the girdle in 
like manner as he (Agabus) was now bound, and 
would deliver him to the Gentiles. The words 
napadooovctv tiq x- bear a close analogy to 
those which Christ employs when he predicts his 
own sufferings. Matth. xviL 22; xx. 19. 

Ver. 12-16. And when we heard these 
things. —The prediction, partly, because it pro¬ 
ceeded from the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, 
and, partly, because it was set forth in such an 
impressive manner, so powerfully affected the 
attendants of the apostle and the Christians of 
Cesarea, that they united in entreating him not 
to attempt to proceed to Jerusalem. [Tot* 
avajiaivetv, the infinitive of exhortation; comp, 
xv. 20 (de Wette) and xxvii. 1; see Wixrr: Gr. 
J 44. 4.—Tr.]. Their weeping was heart-rend¬ 
ing ; mnr&plnrru means to soften, to render effem t- 
nate, to crush the strength of the soul. [ “ They 
wept, and implored him not to go to Jerusalem. 
But the apostle himself could not so interpret 
the supernatural intimation. He was placed in 
a position of peculiar triaL A voice of authen¬ 
tic prophecy had been so uttered, that, had he 
been timid and wavering, it might easily hare 

been construed into a warning to deter him.- 

But the mind of the Spirit had been so revealed 
to him in his own inward convictions, that he 
could see the Divine counsel through apparent 
hinderanees, etc." (Conyb. and ff. II. 240).—See 
below, Doctr, and Eth. — Tr.]. The question: 
ti noielre kAcu, etc., implies that the apostle de¬ 
clines to comply, and wishes them to refrain 
from urging him. “Forbear," he says, “/or I 
am willing and ready not only, etc." [Wiker, { 
65. 4. ult.— Tr.]. The reply: “The will of the 
Lord be done!", while it expresses submission, 
refers to the Redeemer in the word Kvpiov, for 
Paul had just mentioned the name of Christ [rod 
Kvpiov 'lrtoov]; hence icvpiov does not stand hers 
for dwri* (de Wette). ’Bniamaa. means: to male 
the necessary preparations [see note 10 above, ap¬ 
pended to the text; Vulg. prseparatu —Tr.]. Tn*r 
is of course to be supplied by the reader before 
ruv fM&T/T&v [Wiker: Gr. { 64. 4.— Tr.]. The 
attraction in the construction: iyovrrc wop’ £, may 
be thus resolved in the most simple manner: 
hyovreg napd M vdauva, nap' £ frv. [See on the 
passage Wiker: Gr. N. T. $ 24. 2, and | 81. 5. 
—Tr.]. The chief object of these disciples in 
accompanying Paul and his travelling compan¬ 
ions, accordingly, was to introduoe them to 
Mnason, with whom they, the Christians of Ces¬ 
area, were acquainted, and to conduct them te 
him as his guests. 'Ap;ro2bf pa&. is equivalent to 
aif apxfc pad* He was undoubtedly a Hellenist 
by birth. [“He was possibly converted during 
the life of our Lord Himself, and may have been 
one of those Cyprian Jews (“of Cyprus”) who 
first made the Gospel known to the Greeks at 
Antioch, ch. xi. 20." (Conyb. and ff. II. 241.— 
Tr.] 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The Christians at Tyre desired that the 
Apostle should not go to Jerusalem, ver. 4; they 
spoke <hd rov nvef'paroc, by the inspiration and 
the illumination of the Spirit. It is here, how¬ 
ever, necessary to make a distinction. That Pan! 
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would be exposed to severe sufferings in Jerusa- 
lem, they knew by the illumination of the Spirit. 
The prophecy of Agabus, yer. 11, and the lan¬ 
guage of the apostle himself in ch. xx. 23, show 
that it was simply the knowledge of such an issue, 
in case Paul went to the city, which was con¬ 
veyed to them by the illumination of the Spirit. 
The entreaty itself, that Paul should not visit 
Jerusalem, where such dangers awaited him, was 
not dictated by the Holy Ghost, but was prompted 
solely by human opinions and affections. That 
whioh was human here at once connected itself 
with that which was divine, error with the truth, 
the flesh with the Spirit. So, too, the well meant, 
but unholy, dissuasion of Peter, connected itself 
with the Redeemer's first prophecy of his suffer¬ 
ings, Matt. xvi. 21-28. Nothing is more apt to 
lead us astray, or is more dangerous, than that 
mxtela earms et Spiritus which may so easily and 
so insidiously occur in our thoughts, feelings, 
and actions. 

2. The prophecy of Agabus is also remarkable, 
in so far as we can by means of it, measure, as 
it were, the degree in whioh the revelations which 
Paul received respecting his impending suffer¬ 
ings, became clearer and more definite, the nearer 
he came to Jerusalem, and the more rapidly 
the time of the fulfilment of that prophecy ap¬ 
proached. Such, indeed, was the course of re¬ 
velation, both under the old and under the new 
covenant; for prophecy corresponded in the de¬ 
gree of its fullness and distinctness to those nor¬ 
mal forms or processes of development in time, 
to which the oounsel and the work of God always 
adapt themselves. 

3. The obscurity which attends the circum¬ 
stances that occurred at Tyre (ver 8, 4), is re¬ 
moved at Cesarea (ver. 8, 11 ff.). Agabus, as 
the organ of the Holy Ghost, predicts that the 
apostle will be arrested and delivered up at Je¬ 
rusalem. For this reason, the travelling com¬ 
panions of the latter, together with the Chris¬ 
tians who resided in Cesarea, urgently and with 
tears implore the apostle to make no attempt to 
proceed to Jerusalem. And yet the united re¬ 
quest of an entire assembly of Christians, com¬ 
prising enlightened men, who labored faithfully 
and successfully for the kingdom of God, such 
as Philip, Timotheus, and others, exercised no 
decisive influence on the apostle. The will of 
the people, and even the unanimous wish and 
will of genuine Christians, cannot always be re¬ 
garded as the will of God. The servant of the 
Lord does not exhibit a stoical indifference; the 
earnest entreaties and hot tears of his friends 
melt his heart. Still, he does not change his 
purpose; his resolution to suffer imprisonment 
and even death for the sake of Jesus, is unal¬ 
tered; he speaks and acts with a calm and reso¬ 
lute spirit. 


H0M1LETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vkb. 1. After we were gotten [had torn 
ourselVea away] from them, and had launch¬ 
ed [set sail]. True friends do not separate with¬ 
out sorrow; stilly he who cleaves to God nither 
than to men, is willing to depart, when he re¬ 
ceives a divine intimation.—1* is our duty to 


yield submissively to the guidance of God, and 
to believe that he will execute his will through 
us as his instruments, whether the path before 
us be easy, or be encumbered with difficulties.— 
Our whole life is like a voyage; fair winds at 
times attend us, but they may be succeeded by 
storms and tempests. (Starke).—The words 
which the Master spoke: “Behold, we go up to 
Jerusalem,” etc. (Lu. xviii. 81 ff.), might now 
be repeated by his disciple. 

Ver. 2. And finding a ship sailing over 
unto Phenicia, etc. — “Surely the isles shall 
wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to 
bring thy sons from far, their silver and their 
gold with them, unto the name of the Lord thy 
God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he 
hath glorified thee.” Isai. lx. 9. The allusion is 
doubtless to merchant ships. The traders in 
that ship little thought that the freight which 
their Jewish fellow-traveller brought on board, 
was more precious than the purple of Tyre, the 
spices of Arabia, and the amber of the Hyper¬ 
boreans—the precious pearl of the Gospel that 
saves men. 

Ver. 3, 4. And landed at Tyre.—And 
finding disciples, we tarried there seven 
days. —The discovery of disciples was one of 
the principal topics which the journals of the 
travelling apostles introduced. While learned 
men, naturalists, and lovers of the arts, inquire, 
when they travel, after rare objects in nature, 
or those which belong to art and science, the 
servant of Jesus, on the other hand, inquires . 
after rare objects belonging to the kingdom of 
Jesus, and he is never happier than when he 
meets with God’s children. (Ap. Past.).—Deten¬ 
tions which we experience on our journeys, are 
often specially ordered by divine Providence for 
our own salvation, or for that of others. (Starke)^ 
—As the duties of the orew of the vessel detained^ 
them for some time at that spot, Paul found a 
favorable opportunity for strengthening the dis¬ 
ciples at Tyre. Trade and commerce induced mem 
to search for America, and God thus conveyed- 
the Gospel-of His Son to that country. (Rieger).- 
—Why did he remain precisely seven days?: 
Without doubt, because it gave him pleasure to> 
observe a sabbath and partake of the Lord’s 
Supper in company with the disciples. A ser¬ 
vant of God is far better pleased when he oan 
spend his time among the disciples of Jesus, than* 
when he is with the people of the world. (,Ap. 
Past.). 

Vrr. 6. They all brought ns on oar way,, 
with wives and children.— Parents ought to 
conduct their children to those places where they 
may be encouraged to pray and to do good in# 
general, but not to those where they may be cor¬ 
rupted.—The meeting and the parting of Chris¬ 
tians should not take place without prayer and 
good wishes. (Starke). —It is worthy of notice 
that this is the first occasion on which children 
are expressly mentioned in the Acts. “Out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou or¬ 
dained strength.” Ps. viii. 2. These little wor¬ 
shippers on the Tyrian shore remind us of Lu¬ 
ther’s remark concerning the auxiliary army 
“ consisting entirely of heroes,” from whom he 
and his associates derived aid in their confliot 
with the enemy. (Besser). 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


Ver. 6. And whan we had taken our 
leave, etc.—Our intercourse in this world, even 
with those who are most dear to us, is but of short 
duration; the hour of parting soon oomes. But 
in that blessed world, in which the children of 
God will meet with joy, they will never be sepa¬ 
rated from one another. 1 These, iv. 17. (Starke). 

Yer. 7. We - - - sainted the brethren, 
etc.—The religious conversations of Christians 
strengthen their faith, increase their love, confirm 
their hopes, and cheer the hearts of those who 
have been bowed down by afflictions, 1 Thes. 
v. 11. It is an unusually great pleasure, when 
we meet on a journey with devout persons. 
(Starke). 

Yer. 8. Philip the evangelist, etc.—It is 
indeed an appropriate title which this faithful 
teacher here receives. When we examine the 
historical statements which are made respecting 
him in ch. vi. 6, and ch. viii. 6, 26, 40, namely, 
how impressively he preached the name of Jesus, 
and how admirably he explained the fifty-third 
chapter of Isaiah, we readily perceive that his 
fitness to be an evangelist was demonstrated by 
the gift which he had received of proving dis¬ 
tinctly to men, from the revelations of the old 
and new covenant, that Jesus was the central 
point of the Gospel. May Jesus qualify us more 
and more perfectly to be such evangelists. (Ap. 
Past).— Which waa one of the seven.— 
Here observe that Philip, an officer of the church 
at Jerusalem, who fled when Saul made havoc of 
it (viii. 8-6), is now the host of Paul and of the 
seven who accompanied him, and who were bring¬ 
ing to the poor saints at Jerusalem the gifts of 
love which their brethren of the Gentiles had 
contributed. What devout conversations were 
held in the house of Philip, in which Paul and 
the seven who accompanied him, abode! What 
praises they offered to the Lord, when they con¬ 
sidered his wonderful ways! (Besser). 

Yer. 9. And the same man had four 
daughters, virgins, which did prophesy.— 
The house of the evangelist Philip, whose office 
as a deacon expired after the persecution (ch. 
viii. 1 ff.), became, in consequence of the fulfil¬ 
ment of the prophecy of Joel, ch. ii. 28, the 
honored central point of the Christian congrega¬ 
tion of Cesarea. His four daughters, who had 
received the gift of prophecy and of interpreta¬ 
tion, and who, as pure virgins, represent the 
ohastity of the daughter of Zion, furnish new and 
clear evidence that all believers alike enjoy the 
privileges of children; and even the earlier in¬ 
stances of the prophetesses Miriam, Deborah, etc., 
prove that there is no difference in the kingdom 
of grace between male and female, Gal. iil 28. 
(From Leonh. and Sp.). 

Yer. 10,11. Agabus - - took Paul's girdle, 
and bound his own hands and feet, etc.— 
The knowledge of the facts whioh the Spirit had 
withheld from the daughters of Philip, is impart¬ 
ed by revelation to Agabus, who is probably the 
same person, who, on a former occasion, ch. xi. 
28, was appointed to bring tidings of evils that 
were approaching.— The man that owneth 
this girdle, that is, who has devoted himself en¬ 
tirely to the service of the Lord Jesus and of His 
Gospel. The prophet purposely selects this image 


in order to represent the duty which the servants 
of Jesus are bound [comp. Jerem. xiii. 1-11] to ful¬ 
fil, namely, to crown the beginning of their course 
by a glorious termination. May the Lord daily 
remind us, that, as we have now assumed the 
girdle of His service, we may always be found 
with our loins girt, and ready to fulfil all His 
good pleasure. (Ap. Past.).— And shall deliver 
him into the hands of the Gentiles.—The 
nearer the apostle approached the city of Jerusa¬ 
lem, the clearer were the prophecies which an¬ 
nounced the sufferings that awaited him, even as 
Jesus spoke most clearly of his death on the croa 
during his last journey to the city in which he 
suffered. Our Lord is very faithful, for he does 
not conduct us to the scenes of our sufferings with 
blindfolded, but with open, eyes, and with hearts 
strengthened by faith. We are thus fully assured 
that all that befalls us, is in accordance with the 
holy will of the Saviour, and is intended for our 
own good. (Ap. Past.). 

Yer. 12. Besonght him not to go up to 
Jerusalem. —Christians are required to contend 
not only with the infirmities, deceitfulness, and 
fears of their own hearts, but also with the tender 
feelings of their friends, Gen. xliiL 3, 4. The 
purpose may be kind and affectionate, but does 
not always accord with the thoughts of God, John 
xx. 17. (Starke).—When Luther was on his way 
to the city of Worms, he met with friends in every 
place, who warned him; and when he was near 
the city, his beloved friend Spalatin sent him a 
message, entreating him not to enter and expose 
himself to such dangers. His answer is well 
known: “Although there were as many devils in 
Worms, as there are tiles on the house-tops, I 
will still go thither.'* (Besser). 

Yer. 13. What mean ye to weep and to 
break my heart ?—The Lord, who wept at the 
grave of Lazarus, does not demand that his dis¬ 
ciples should extirpate all natural feeling; but it 
is his will that grief, however nat ural and just, 
should yield to the power of a childlike faith and 
of victorious hope; and He Himself is mighty in 
the weak. (Leonh. and Sp.).— I am ready not 
to be bound .only, etc.—The best means for 
dispelling all doubts and extricating ourselves 
from difficulties of any kind, is an honest and 
sincere purpose of the heart to submit with un¬ 
complaining willingness to Jesus, and to obey, 
whatever our lot may be. (Ap. Past.).—The guid¬ 
ing principle of the apostle Paul is expressed in the 
words: “ Being made conformable unto hiadeath,” 
PhiL iii. 10. He desires to know “the power of 
His resurrection," only through the means of 
“the fellowship of His sufferings." In his view, 
the only path which conducted to glory, was that 
of the cross. He lived only to suffer.—In this 
respect, the Christianity of our times should not 
only be improved, but be entirely changed. 
Where do men in our day seek after this con¬ 
formity to the death of Jesus? Where is it known 
or understood?—Not the cross for the sake of the 
cross, but the cross for the sake of the Lord! He 
who desires the Crucified One without the cross, 
grasps at His shadow. A Christianity without 
the cross is a Christianity without Christ. (A 
Monod). 

Yer. 14. The will of the Itord be done.— 
The love of believers to their shepherd must yield 
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* 

to the love of that shepherd to Jesus Christ, 1 a sanctified spirit. (Leonh. and Sp.).— What *m- 
Cor. xi. 1.—Whenever we can accomplish nothing parts true joy in seasons of affliction f I. Faith in 
by our own counsel and plans, we should submit the grace of God revealed in Christ Jesus; II. 
the whole matter to God and His will, since He Love to Him who Buffered on the cross for us; 
always knows better than we do, whether any III. The hope of a time of refreshing from the 
course which we may desire to pursue will be presence of the Lord. (id.).— Faith, Love , and 
profitable or injurious. (Starke).—The chief Hope, the three attending angels of the Christian 
virtue of the Christian, and the source of all other during his pilgrimage to the heavenly Jerusalem: I. 
virtues, is his readiness in all cases to do the will A childlike faith, which, even when its path is 
of God, even in opposition to his own will and dark, acts and suffers in submission to the will 
desires, whether he is called to act or to suffer, of God, ver. 18-15; II. Brotherly love, which im- 
(Rieger).—Blessed is he who submits to the will parts and receives consolation amid the toils of 
of God; he can never be unhappy. Men may the pilgrimage, ver. 4-6, 12, 18; III. Victorious 
deal with him as they will; they may expose him hope, which in joy and in sorrow unfalteringly 
to death by fire or by water, may confine him in surveys the heavenly goal, ver. 18-15.— The hour 
a dungeon or release him. He is without care; in which the children of God part on earth , (ver. 1, 
he knows that all things work together for good 5, 15): I. It is an hour of deep mourning, ad- 
to him, Rom. viii. 28, (Luther).—The time will monishing us that here we have no continuing 
come when we shall rejoice not so much because city; II. It is an hour of salutary trial, teaching 
we had been comforted in sorrow, and met with us to sacrifice all to the Lord, in the obedience 
great prosperity, as because the will of God had of faith; III. It is an hour of holy devotion, rais- 
been fulfilled alike in us and through us. Hence, ing the soul above the influence of time and the 
we daily say in the Lord’s Prayer: “Thy will be grave, and animating our hope of a heavenly 
done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 0 how pure home, in which love perpetually endures.— The 
and serene is our life, when that will alone directs only bonds which the faithful servant of God recog - 
us, and when not a trace of our own will remains nizes as indissoluble: I. Not the bonds of his own 
behind. With such a frame of mind we become flesh and blood—these he has already severed by 
like unto God. (St. Bernard). the power of the Spirit; II. Not the bonds of hu- 

Vsr. 15. Ana after those days, etc.—There man force and enmity (Paul bound at Jerusalem) 
is something emphatic in the word arcooKevaaafik - —these cannot harm him in opposition to the will 
rot*, which Luke applies to Paul and his travel- of God; III. Not the bonds of brotherly love and 
ling companions [but see note 10 above, appended fellowship (ver. 4, 18)—he that loveth brother 
to the text—T b.]. They are, namely, released or sister more than the Lord, is not worthy of 
from all enjoyments, from all that is earthly, from him; but, IV. Only the bonds of love to his Lord, 
all attachment to mere creatures. The term is to whom he is bound in gratitude and childlike 
specially suited to Paul. In this spirit he went fidelity, even unto death, ver. 18 .—“What mean 
to Jerusalem, and illustrated by his example all ye to weep and to break mine heart f” (ver. 13)— 
that he taught in 2 Tim. ii. 20, 21. May God the impressive address of a Christian sufferer 
impress those words on our hearts, so that we too to those who surround him : I. Do not murmur 
may fulfil the duties of our office as men who are against the Lord and his holy ways; II. Do not 
airocncevaodfievoi. (Ap. Past.). add to the severity of the conflict appointed unto 

Van. 16. Mnason - - - an old disciple. —We the children of God; III. Do not deprive your- 
have reason to rejoice when aged disciples still selves of the blessing which their example can 
survive, or men who have already, at a former convey.— “The will of the Lord be done!” —the say- 
period, found rioh treasures in the word of God. ing which most effectually silences all our otyec- 
(Rieger). tions to the ways of God: I. Our wisdom (the 

On ths wholb section, ver. 1-16.— The power predictions, ver. 4, 11) must be silent before the 
of love to Jesus Christ: I. It unites those who had thoughts of Him who alone is wise; II. Our pow- 
been strangers to one another, ver. 4: II. It fore- er must submit to Him who alone is omnipotent, 
warns of possible dangers, ver. 4; III. It main- ver. 14; III. Our love must yield to the claims 
tains Christian fellowship, ver. 5; IV. It humbles of Him, to whom we, with all that we are and 
men before God in united prayer, ver. 6. (Lisco). have, belong, ver. 18.—[Ver. 8. Lessons taught by 
— Paul's readiness to suffer for the cause of the Re - PavJCs visit to Philip at Cesarea (their earlier his- 
deemer , an instructive example , ver. 7-16. (id.).— tory—Saul the persecutor, Philip the fugitive, 
The Christian's pilgrimage to his home: I. Faith cb. viii* 4, 6.): I. The changes which time wit- 
reveals to him its happy end; II. Love enables nesses in our external condition (Paul, with his 
him to overcome the difficulties of the road. (id). Christian companions—Philip, with his family— 
— On fidelity to the Lord, (ver. 8-14): I. Its na- both in a different city). II. The power of di- 
ture; II. Its source; III. Its reward. (Langbein). vine grace in changing the character (Isai. xi. 6). 
— “The will of the Lord be done”—the Christianas III. The happy influence of religion on our do- 
watchword on ?Usjourney through life, (ver. 14): I. mestic relations (Philip’s devout family). IV. 
He is the Lord; II. His will is righteous ana be- The irresistible progress of the Gospel (which 
nevolent; III. It will be done, whether we obey Paul had once expected to extirpate). V. The 
or resist it. (id.).— The will of the Lord be done: intercourse of Christian friends (abroad—at home 
L The vow of an obedient spirit; II. The eonfes- —hospitality). VI. The course of events inde- 
eion of a believing spirit; in. The testimony of pendent of the will of man.—T b.] 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


PART FIFTH. 

The arrest of the apostle Paul, the result of which is, that he not only finds 
an opportunity, in the providence of God, to deliver his testimony concern¬ 
ing Jesus before his people, the Great Council, rulers, and princes, hut is also 
conducted to Rome, the capital of the world, and the residence of the emperor, 
in order to bear witness there concerning Jesus Christ, in the presence of Jewi 
and Gentiles. 

Chapter XXI. 17—XXVIII. 81 (Coeclusion). 


SECTION I. 

THE CAUSE AND MANNER OF THE ARREST OF PAUL. 

Chapter XXI. 17-40. 

A. —BY THB ADVICE 07 THE ELDERS AT JERUSALEM, PAUL TAKES A CERTAIN PART IN THE VOW OV 70TO 
NASARITE8, IN ORDER TO REMOVE THE SUSPICION 07 THE JUDM0-CHRI8TIANS THAT HE WAS AS 
ENEMY 07 THE LAW. 

Chapter XXL 17-26. 

17 And [Now, when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received 1 ns gladly. 

18 *And [But] the day following Paul went in [om. in] with us unto James; and all the 

19 elders were present *And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly what 
things [related in detail all that] God had wrought among the Gentiles by his miuis- 

20 try. *And [But] when they heard it, they glorified the Lord [glorified God 1 ], and 
said unto him, Tnou seest, brother, how many thousands of [among the*] Jews there 

21 are whioh [who] believe; and they are all lealous [zealots in behalf] of the law: *And 
[But] they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all 4 the Jews which [who] are 
among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying [and sayest] that they ought not to cir- 

22 oumeise their children, neither to walk after the customs. * What is it therefore 

( then] ? the [a] multitude must needs [will necessarily] come together: for they will 
tear that thou art come. *Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men 
24 which [who] have a vow on them; *Them take [Take these (toutoos) to thyself], 
and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them [and pay the expenses for 
them], that they may shave their heads: and all may know* that [there is nothing in] 
those things, whereof they were informed ooneerning thee, are nothing [om. are no¬ 
thing] ; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law [walkest in 
25 keeping the law]. *[But] As touching the Gentiles which [who] believe [have be¬ 
come believers], we have written* and concluded [given directions and resolved] that 
they [need] observe no such thing, 1 save only that they keep themselves from things 
offered to idols [from every idol-sacrifice], and from blood, and from [every thing] 
26 strangled, and from fornication. *Then Paul took the men [to himself], and the next 
day purifying himself with them, entered into the temple, to signify the accomplish¬ 
ment of [temple, and announced that he would fulfil] the days of purification, until that 
an [the, 1f\ offering should be offered for eveiy one of them. 
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1 Ver. 17. awtMtavro la fhr better atteeted [by A. B. C. E. and God. Sin.] than «8 J£ovto [of text, tec., and found In G. H.]. 
Lake it the only writer In the New Test, who employs the compound dnooe^o^uu, and he introduces it several times [onoe 
la bis Gospel, ch. Till. 40, and five times in f hs Acts. Lach. Tisch. and A If. read ax-cfelarro.—T r.] 

* Ter. 20. a. According to external testimony, the reading fed* is undoubtedly preferable to Kvptov. [The latter, 
adopted In text rec., is found in D. H., while A. B. C. E. 0. Cod. Sin. and Tulg. ( Drum) exbibit few, which reading is reo- 
ognixed by Lach. Tisch. Alf., and several other recent editors.—Ta.1 

* Ter. 20. b. The words iv rots lovicuott are found in the uncial manuscripts A. B. C. E., and in several versions [Vulg. 
is JwiaeU\ and this reading is supported by that of Cod. Cantab. [D. and also by the 8yr. vers.], namely, iv rjj 'Iovfeu^, 
while the genitive rmv ’lovSaUtv was inserted to suit ritv ntxurrevKorvv. The latter reading is sustained only by the two 
latest uncial manuscripts [G. H., but without ri»v before IovA], and by several versions. [Lach. and Tisch. read Jr roc* 
IovS.; Alf. reads, with text, fee., simply *Iov£ai*»r, and, with Meyor and de Wette, regards the other reading as an adapter 
tkm to Jr rots Jfewt in ver. 19.—Cod. Sin. omits both readings, without furnishing a substitute.—T r.] 

4 Ter. 21. wavras [ottext. rt c.] is so strongly attested [by B. C. D (corrected). G. H. and Cod. Bin.], that the omission 
of the word must be regarded as unauthorized. [A. and E. omit the word; D (original), has turiv for wavras. Lach. and 
Tfscb. drop the word, but Alf. retains it.—Tulg. eorum - - - Judaenrum. —Tn.] 

* Ter. 24. [Instead of yviuri, of text, rec., from G. H., the reading yrw<rorrcu is found in A. B. C. D. E. and Cod. Sin. 

Recent editors generally insert the latter. Alford, who adopts the view of Meyer and de Wette, says: “yvwat is a gram¬ 
matical correction after Ira.”—T r.] 1 

* Ter. 26. a. bctxrnikapxv is very decidedly sustained [by A. C. E. G. H. and Cod. SinJ, and should be preferred to Jvtvr., 
which Lachmann has adopted on the authority of two uncial manuscripts [namely, B. D. Alf. reads, with text rec. Jnrr.; 


Tula, scripsimus. —Tr.] 

v Ter. 25. b. Lachmann has cancelled the words: pi)£Jri 
minuscules, and of some versions [Tulg. etc.l; but they wei 
reason that they do not occur in the parallel passage, ch. 
uncial manuscripts, on the other hand [0. D. E. G. H.], and n 
should be retained as genuine. [Alf. retains them, but Cod. 
later hand.—T r.] 

# 

EXEGETI0AL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 17, 18. And when we were come 
to Jerusalem. —[“The apostle arrives now at 
Jerusalem for the fifth time since he left it on 
his persecute ng^rrand to Damascus. It is the 
last recorded visit that he ever made to the Jew¬ 
ish capital.” (HackettL—T rJ. 01 adehpol are 
not the apostles and elaers (Kuinoel), but those 
Christians with whom Paul and his companions 
came first in contact, that is, Mnason and others, 
who were well acquainted with Paul or with 
those who accompanied him from Cesarea. For 
the elders are not mentioned until ver. 18, and 
it can scarcely be supposed that any one of the 
apostles was at that time in Jerusalem, as he 
would otherwise have undoubtedly been express¬ 
ly mentioned. The elders alone of the mother- 
church now preside over it, with James, the 
brother of the Lord (ch. xii. 17; xv. 18), as 
their central point. In hit house all the elders 
assembled, and held a session of great importance 
and solemnity, which had, as it is apparent, 
been specially appointed on account of the apos¬ 
tle of the Gentiles. Paul was accompanied by 
his fellow-travellers from the Gontile congrega¬ 
tions, who, with him, brought the cbllections 
offered by the latter; these gifts were, without 
doubt, formally placed in the hands of the el¬ 
ders on this occasion. 

Ver. 19. And when he had sainted 
them. —Paul first saluted (aaTracapcvo^) the el¬ 
ders in an impressive and cordial manner, and, 
at the same time, presented the salutations of 
the Gentile-Ohristian congregations. He then 
gave a full and detailed account of his apostoli¬ 
cal labors in pagan lands, and of the success and 
the blessing whioh God had granted. The word 
dtaxovia (comp. xx. 24), exhibits the conception 
which Paul had formed of his important voca¬ 
tion as the apostle of the Gentiles. 

Ver. 20, 21. a. And when they heard it. 
—This address, which doubtless gave all the de¬ 
tails, made such a deep impression on the col¬ 
lege of the elders of the mother-church, that, 
full of joy and gratitude, they fervently pro¬ 
claimed the praises of God. Nevertheless, they 
did not conceal a certain difficulty which exist- 


‘otovror rrfpelv avrovs, «i pif, on the authority of A. B., of three 
e probably dropped in all these cases [by copyists], for the 
xv. 28, 29 [where other verbal variations occur.—T r.]. Five 
umeroua minuscules exhibit these intermediate words, which 
Sin. omits the whole, without any apparent correction by 4 

ed; they candidly informed the apostle of the 
prejudice which large numbers of the converted 
Jews entertained against him. The expression 
“ many thousands of converted persons in Judea,” 
cannot create surprise, unless we should suppose 
that the congregation in Jerusalem alone is 
meant; but the language before us does not sus¬ 
tain this supposition, and, indeed, Jude* is ex¬ 
pressly mentioned. [But Lechler adopts in his 
translation of the text above, the reading b role 
’lovdalotg, rather than that of h ry 'lovdalq. ; see 
note 8, appended to the text.— Tr.]. Now if we 
assume that the whole province is meant, what 
should prevent us from believing that the num¬ 
ber of the Christians in the many cities and vil¬ 
lages of Judea, including the capital itself (in 
which the congregation, twenty or twenty-five 
years previously, counted 6000 men as members, 
ch. iv. 4), now amounted to several tens of thou¬ 
sands? [/ivpidfog. “How many myriads (or tens 
of thousands ,) is not a mathematical, but an in¬ 
definite and popular expression - - - the definite 
idea of ten thousand is entirely posterior to 
Homer. It is also a favorite hyperbole of Paul 
himself—1 Cor. iv. 16; xiv. 19, in both whioh 
cases he can only mean what we mean when we 
say “innumerable,” “numberless,” or “end¬ 
less,” not to define or specify a number, but to 
convey the vague idea of a multitude. - - - It is 
not the statistics of the Jewish Church that we 
have now before us, but a strong, yet natural, 
expression of the fact that they were very nu¬ 
merous, etc.” (Alexander).— Tr.]. Baur has 
therefore no ground, in this respect, for doubt¬ 
ing the genuineness of ntrrtffTtvitdruv (Paulus , p. 
200), or, with Zeller, for aocusing the historian 
of an unhistorical exaggeration. 

b. And they are all zealous [zealots in be¬ 
half] of the law.—These Christians in Judea 
are described as far as their sentiments are con¬ 
cerned, as strict and zealous respecting the law 
t. vdfiov ), that is, so strict in their per¬ 
sonal observance of the law, that their zeal and 
passions were aroused whenever the Mosaio in¬ 
stitutions were undervalued or assailed. The 
same term is employed [CT^n/fl which became 
the name of a party during the Jewish War. 
[Josephus: Jewish War , IV. 8. 8, ult, 18; oh. 
viiL 1 .—Tr.]. It is indeed quite possible that 
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the uneasy feelings with which the Jewish peo¬ 
ple, as a whole, regarded the dominion of the 
Romans, and paganism generally, may hare 
exercised a certain influence also <m the Judseo- 
Chn<ians. James himself was a man whose 
views and feelings inclined him to a strict obser¬ 
vance of the law (whence he was called p r l>)» 

and the elders at Jerusalem doubtless entertained 
the same sentiments. Still, it is obvious that 
they were not prejudiced against the apostle 
Paul, like the great mass of the Judmo-Chris- 
tians. The letter had been induced by the ma¬ 
licious and incessant representations of Jadaistie 
teachers [ nanj x^voav) to believe, with respect 
to the labors of Paul, that be urged the Jews of 
the Diaspora (rorf *. r. t&nj r. 'lovSaiovc) [of the 
Dispersion, Jam. i. 1; 1 Pet. i. 1 .—Tr.], to apos¬ 
tatize from the institutions of Moses, and that 
he taught them, first, that they should no longer 
ci rcumc ise their children, in consequence of which 
the rite of circumcision would cease to be ob¬ 
served in the next generation, and, secondly, that 
they should no longer observe in their own con¬ 
duct the Mosaic customs {edeorrepevraretv). [Aiyuv 
fir rtotrtuvttv etc.—the infinitive after verbs ex¬ 
pressing : to mc ry, to believe etc., when the latter 
refer, not to that which actually exists, bat to 
that which ought to be, involving the conception 
of advinng, demanding, commanding. (Winn.: 
Gr. { 44. 3.).—“This opinion respecting Paul 
was undoubtedly erroneous, as the principles 
which he expressed in his Epistles (see Rom.; 
Gal.; 1 Cor.), and his wisdom as a teacher, suf¬ 
ficiently demonstrate. But it could be easily en¬ 
tertained by those anti-Pauline Judaista, who 
exaggerated the value of Mosaism, when they 
learned that he tanght that the acquisition of 
Messianic salvation depended, not on circum¬ 
cision and the works of the law, but solely on 
faith in Chr ist,” (Meyer).—T r.] 

Vie. 22. What is it therefore?—This ques¬ 
tion (n ovv lort) is often proposed when men de¬ 
liberate on the course of conduct which they 
should pursue [see 1 Cor. xiv. 15, 26 .—Tr.]. 
The ovve/.&tiv of a multitude [irk/dof >* not pro- 
ceded by the article.—T r.], is to be understood 
as referring neither to a regular meeting of the 
congregation (Calvin, Grotius, Bengel), nor, spe¬ 
cially, to a tumultuous assemblage (Kuinoel), 
but to a gathering together of inquisitive per¬ 
sons. 

Ver. 23-25. Wa have four man which 
hava a tow on tham. —[The vow mentioned 
in ch. xviii. 18, is of an entirely different nature. 
— Tr.]. These men are clearly described as 
Christians by eioiv j/rtv. The vow was the well- 
known vow of the NazariUs [see Numb. ch. vi.— 
Tr. 1. The elders [“we say”, not James alone, 
Tb- 1 advise the apostle to unite in some manner, 
in the vow with the men, or associate himself with 
them (?r apaXaffov), by defraying the expenses of 
the sacrifices which they were obliged to offer at 
the termination of the vow. (Such an act was re¬ 
garded as a particular mark or devout seal; Herod 
Agrippa, for instance, provided in this manner 
for a number of poor Naxarites; Jos. Antiq. XIX. 
6. 1.). The apostle was also requested to per¬ 
form certain Levitical rites of purification in 
conjunction with the men (dyv. ovv airroic). [They 


could not legally shave their heads, until they 
had complied with their obligations.—Tu.].— 
Interpreters are not agreed whether Paul him¬ 
self assumed the Naxariteship, or not; it has 
been usually supposed that he, too, took the vow, 
and Meyer, for instance, has recently adopted 
this view. It is, however, erroneous. It is un¬ 
doubtedly true that dyv%co$ai is employed in re¬ 
ference to the Naxariteship (LXX. [e. g. y Numb, 
vi. 3]), but it is also applied to every other Le¬ 
vitical purificatory rite [e. g.. Numb. xix_ 12]. 
And even if the phrase ayvMqri oirv airroif , ver. 
24, ought be easily so understood, as if Paul was 
only now to enter into an dyvtopdq, which those 
four men were already bound to perform, still 
the expression ovv airroic dyvur&elc, ver. 26, by no 
means admits of this interpretation; those words 
can only mean that Paul, in company with the 
Naxarites, and they in company with him, had 
purified themselves on the same day, and in one 
and the same act. The reference is simply to an 
appearance in the temple, and to the prayers and 
sacrifices which were to be offered there, and for 
which, in particular, the Jews prepared and 
sanctified themselves by ablations and bathing. 
[“Some understand the verb (dyv%ofiai) as sig¬ 
nifying, not the Naxaritio vow itself, but those 
preliminary rites of purification which preceded 
every solemn act of ceremonial worship, as re¬ 
quired by the law (see Exod. xix. 10, 14) and 
still practised in the time of Christ (see John xL 
55). The exhortation (of the elders), thus ex¬ 
plained, is not that he should make himself a 
Naaarite, but merely that he should perform 
such preparatory rites as would enable him to 
take part with these Naxarites in the conclusion 
of their solemn service.” (Alexander). The same 
view is advocated in Conyb. and Howson’s Life 
of St. Paul, etc. II. 251; others (Meyer, de 
Wette, Alford, H&ckett, etc. believe that Paul 
also took the Nazaritic vow.— Tr.]. And, in¬ 
deed, the opinion that those who paid the ex¬ 
penses when Naxarites completed their vow, also 
took the vow for some days upon themselves, de¬ 
rives support from no other known source, and 
has been advanced only with a view to account 
for the transaction described in the passage be¬ 
fore us. Pomp. Wiksrler: ChronoL d. aposL Zcil- 
alters , p. 105 ff. [In this work—•* Chronology 
of the Apostolic Age”—Wieseler also rejects the 
opinion that Paul assumed the vow. See also 
Kkil : Bill. Archmol. I. { 67. note 2. ult. — Tr.]. 

Ver. 26. Then Paul took, etc.—The apostle 
acceded to the proposal, and after having rna4 ft 
that Levitical preparation, appeared in the tem¬ 
ple for the purpose of informing the priests that 
those four men would complete the period of 
their Naxariteship; it terminated legally when 
the appointed offering (ij npotfopd, the offering 
required by the law [Numb. vi. 13-17]) had been 
made for each individual This conduct of Paul 
was intended to convince all Judas o-Christiana 
who entertained strictly legal principles, that the 
prejudices which they had been led to entertain, 
were totally unfounded (£v ov6h> kart, that not 
one of them had any real ground), and that, on 
the contrary, he was so far from inducing the 
Jews to apostatixe froth the law, that he himself^ 
in his own person (koI at rrdf), also observed the 
Mosaic law in his walk and conduct.— At the 
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same time, the elders, who wished to obviate any 
scruples which their proposal might produce in 
the mind of Paul, as if it were their ultimate pur¬ 
pose to restrict the liberty of the Gentile-Chris- 
tians, made the additional remark that that liber¬ 
ty had already been secured and recognized, and 
was permanently established. M rjdh> to/ovtov, L 
e., none of the observances that were peculiar to 
Mosaic law. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. It was doubtless either in consequence of a 
misunderstanding of the facts, or from a disposi¬ 
tion to circulate a calumny, that the apostle 
Paul was accused of teaching the Jews of the 
dispersion to apostatize from Moses. HiB doc¬ 
trine was the Gospel of grace in Christ Jesus; it 
is, at the same time, unquestionably true, that 
he preached the doctrine of salvation in Christ 
alone, and not the doctrine of righteousness by 
the law. But he did not in any case assail the 
law or the Mosaic institutions themselves; he 
only combated the doctrine that the observance 
of the law was absolutely necessary to salvation, 
and opposed no other tendency except that which 
refused to recognize any form of the Church of 
Christ, besides the Jewish. But that evangelical 
liberty which constituted the very centre of his 
life, qualified him alike for tolerating the ob¬ 
servance of th^ Mosaic law on the part of those 
who were Jews by birth, and for contending, in 
behalf of Gentile-Christians, for their freedom 
from the law. Comp. 1 Cor. vii. 18 ff. 

2. What opinion should we form of the conduct 
of Paul, from a moral point of view? It has 
been asserted that he is here represented as 
guilty of great hypocrisy, and hence the whole 
narrative has been rejected by some as unhistori- 
cal (Zeller: Apgsch., p. 277 ff.). But was his 
conduct really a practical denial of his own sa¬ 
cred convictions, when he resolved to perform a 
Levitical act, in order to furnish a visible demon¬ 
stration that neither was he unfaithful to the law 
himself, nor did he induce others to apostatize 
from it? Now such was solely the meaning and 
object of the whole transaction. If he had, by 
his course, declared that a Christian who had 
been born under the law, was obliged to observe 
the Levitical laws, in order to be assured of his 
salvation and to become just before God, then in¬ 
deed would he have denied his most holy convic¬ 
tions, and have been guilty of such hypocrisy as 
would have exposed him to severe censure. Such 
was, however, for from being the case; it was 
solely love that prompted him to subject himself 
to the law on this occasion, in order to remove 
an unfounded prejudice from the minds of the 
Judseo-Christians, which had led them to take 
offence at him. This view strictly corresponds 
to his own declaration respecting himself: “ Unto 
the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain 
the Jews; to them that are under the law, as un¬ 
der the law, that I might gain them that are under 
the law,” etc. 1 Cor. ix. 19-22. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vbr. 17. The brethren received ns glad¬ 
ly.—The causes which had formerly prevented 


the believers at Jerusalem from receiving Paul 
with confidence and friendship (ch. ix. 26), had 
long ago ceased to operate. (Rieger). 

Ye a. 18. And the day following Paul 
went in with us unto James. —This visit 
demonstrates alike the. honesty and candor, and 
the modesty and humility of Paul. For, with 
his views of evangelical liberty, he might have 
found himself repelled by the Judseo-Christian 
legal strictness of James, and, on comparing the 
many trials and difficulties which he had encoun¬ 
tered, with the comparatively easy and undis¬ 
turbed labors of the presiding officer of the con¬ 
gregation at Jerusalem, he might have claimed 
the precedence. But the first obstacle was re¬ 
moved by their common evangelical faith, and 
the second by his apostolical humility and bro¬ 
therly love. 

Ver. 19. What things God had wrought 
among the Gentiles by his ministry.— 

With what humility Paul speaks of his own la¬ 
bors! God—he says—has wrought all. He 
claims nothing for himself save the joy which he 
experiences on seeing the divine name glorified. 
(Ap. Past.).—When we hear of the works which 
God is even now performing among pagans, let 
us not survey them with indifference, but give 
that glory to God which belongs to him. (Starke). 

Yer. 20. And when they heard it, they 
glorified the Lord. —They praised the Lord, 
and not Paul, even as he did not praise himself. 
But while they praised the Lord for all that He 
had wrought through Paul, they recognized him, 
at the same time, as a blessed instrument of 
God.— Thou seest, brother, how many 
thousands, etc.—Although Paul and James 
fraternally salute each other, and although the 
brethren are greatly encouraged by the narrative 
of Paul, and give praise to God, they neverthe¬ 
less do not conceal the information which they 
had received concerning the fault which he was 
accused of having committed. The very sincere 
and ardent brotherly love which they entertain, 
makes them not blind and dumb, but rather 
honest and candid, in uttering their sentiments. 
(Ap. Past.). 

Yer. 21. And they are informed of thee, 
etc.—How can any thing be so well said or done, 
that the world will not censure or pervert it? 
(Starke).—Let him who hears this charge which 
was made against Paul, and who asks for the 
proof of his innocence, examine ch. xiv. and ch. 
xv. of the Epistle to the Romans, (Rieger).— 
And yet, language like that which occurs, for 
instance, in the second chapter of Romans, might 
doubtless awaken such suspicions in the minds 
of men who were “ zealous of the law.” (Willi- 
ger). 

Yer. 22. The £A] multitude must needs 
£will necessarily] come together. —The opin¬ 
ion has sometimes been expressed that, in the 
apostolical congregations, no distinction existed 
between the teachers or presiding officers, on the 
one hand, and other members of the church, on 
the other. But what a carefully arranged order 
we here find in the congregation at Jerusalem! 
To James, the first place is assigned; the elders 
come in a body to him. In this college of pre¬ 
siding officers the case of Paul was first discussed, 
and it was only afterwards that the congregation 
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was consulted. [But see Lechler's note on ver. 
22, above Exkg., etc.— Tr.]. From this circum¬ 
stance our own age may derive many lessons, in 
reference both to an ecclesiastical democracy, 
and to an over-estimate of the ministerial office. 
(Williger). 

Ver. 28, 24. Do therefore this, etc.—The 
best refutation which can be furnished, consists 
in actions rather than in words.—At times it is 
well to incur expense, for the sake of calming the 
excited minds of others.—In matters in which no 
principle is involved, a Christian may readily ac¬ 
commodate himself to others; but let him take 
heed that neither hypocrisy nor the fear of man 
furnishes the motive.—Let us so use our Chris- 
tion liberty as to gain, and not to offend those 
that are weak in faith.—To act the hypocrite, is 
one thing, but it is a different thing, when, in a 
spirit of love, we become all things to all men, 
for the encouragement of the weak, that is, in 
matters in which liberty of choice is allowed, and 
in which the means employed, while they are 
lawful in themselves, may even be sanctified by 
the end in view. (Starke).—If we desire to form 
an impartial judgment respecting this occurrence, 
we will arrive at the following results: first, that 
James and the elders acted in accordance with 
their knowledge of the circumstances of the times; 
secondly, that Paul was desirous of showing that 
he was controlled, not by self-will and sectarian 
animosity, but solely by the power of the Gospel, 
and that he consequently yielded, and conformed 
to the “beggarly elements” [Gal. iv. 91 of the 
Jews, in order to gain some of them; and, third¬ 
ly, that this course, which proceeded from honest 
motives, was permitted by the Lord, in order 
that Paul might appear in the eyeB even of his 
most imbittered foes, not as a disturber of their 
religion, but as a true friend of the Jewish 
church, and that they might thus learn that their 
persecution of him was the more unjust. Those 
interpreters are unjust, who accuse the apostle 
of hypocrisy, and represent the sufferings which 
soon followed, as a divine chastisement; for 
these sufferings had, at a much earlier period, 
been already revealed to him, and constituted, 
indeed, the goal which he was steadfastly ap¬ 
proaching. (Ap. Past.).—The counsel which the 
elders gave to Paul was not carnal, intended to 
secure him or them from suffering affliction, but 
was spiritual, intended to spare the weak, %nd 
thus to gain them.—The circumstances are often 
embarrassing, when love apparently requires us 
to submit to bondage, even though we are free 
in the faith. In such cases Christianity is in¬ 
volved in difficulties; some demand more exact¬ 
ness and rigor, others, more liberality and free¬ 
dom from restraint. Truth takes the middle 
• course. (Rieger).—The Gentile church, which 
the apostle had founded, had just been cordially 
saluted by the Judmo-Christian church with 
united praises which were offered to God. That 
hour foreshadowed the great consummation, 
when the fulness of the Gentiles shall come in 
[Rom. xi. 25], and when Israel shall acknow¬ 
ledge its God and King in His work among the 
Gentiles. To that hour and its holy and signifi¬ 
cant character, the conduct of the apostle now 
corresponds. For while he had always recog¬ 
nized the law, and steadily adhered to its funda¬ 


mental principles, (although he could usually 
obey it only in the domain of the spirit,) he now 
gives a visible form to that recognition; and thus 
he opens the prospect of the final disappearance 
of the exceptional position which he held, that is, 
the thirteenth apostolate. Could he have possibly 
chosen a more appropriate method of applying a 
part of the gifts which the Gentiles had sent, than 
that of contributing to the expenses incurred by 
the solemn sacrifices, which the four poor Na- 
xarites from the congregation of the saints were 
required to offer, on completing their vow? Had 
he not reason to regard the gifts of the Gentiles, 
which were offered through his instrumentality, 
as the beginning of those offerings with which 
the Gentiles would, at a future period, beautify 
the sanctuary of Israel, and render glorious the 
worship of the people of God? Isa. lx. 6-13; 
Zech. xiv. 16, and elsewhere. (Baumgarten). 

Ok the whole section, ver. 17-26.—0a 
Christian forbearance: I. It is necessary: (a) it 
was exercised by the Lord Himself; (6) it was 
observed by the apostles; (e) it is indispensable 
in our own case. II. It is salutary: (a) without 
the forbearance of God, the world would be lost; 
(6) by the .forbearance of the apostles, many 
who were weak in the faith, were gained; (f) 
we, too, may, by Christian forbearance, gain, not 
indeed all men, but at least peace, and thus pro¬ 
mote the general interests of the kingdom of 
God. (From Lisco).— How far may an experi¬ 
enced Christian yield to the prejudices of those who ert 
weak in the faith t I. He may participate in all 
things, which are matters of indifference, when 
the object is good—the service of God. IL He 
is not at liberty to do anything which would sanc¬ 
tion the opinion that such acts are necessary to 
salvation. (Lisco).— The conduct of the Christian 
towards hit honest but weak brethren , (id.).— Tht 
cordiality of Paul and James , on meeting in Jerusa¬ 
lem, ver. 18-20: it was, I. A victory of that love 
which seeketh not its own, over a carnal narrow¬ 
ness of heart, and self-will; IL A token of the 
future union of Israel and the Gentile world 
under the cross of Christ; III. A triumph of the 
wonderful ways of God in extruding His king¬ 
dom, and executing his plan of salvation, ver. 19, 
20.— Paul among the Nazar it cs: I. Not as the 
slave of human ordinances, but acting in the 
power of evangelical liberty, to which all things 
are lawful that promote the interests of the king¬ 
dom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 12; II. Not as a hypo¬ 
crite before men, but acting in the service of 
brotherly love, which bears tne infirmities of the 
weak, Rom. xv. 1; III. Not as a fugitive froa 
the cross, but acting in the power of apostolic 
obedience, which, supported by love to the Lord, 
is enabled to practise self-denial, Luke ix. 23.— 
In what sente may a servant of Christ be made e& 
things to all men ( 1 Cor. ix. 22) ? I. When, in the 
case of all men whom he hopes to benefit, he 
never flatters the flesh, but aids and encourages 
the spirit; II. When, in all things which he does 
in order to benefit others, he never surrenders 
the one thing needful, but preaches Christ, even 
as He is set forth in the Word of God, and re¬ 
ceived by faith in the heart.— Paul among the 
brethren at Jerusalem, or, What will enable us to 
bear the ir\firmities of the weak f I. Christian love, 
which is willing to bear them; ( 0 ) it has a ten- 
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der regard for the wants of the weak, and (6) 
nobly practises self-denial, in adapting itself to 
them in word and deed. II. Christian strength, 
which is able to bear them; it possesses (a) the 
liberty of the spirit, by which it distinguishes 


between the form and the essence, the shell and 
the kernel; and (6) firmness of character; for 
even in subordinate matters it never surrenders 
principle, or denies the Lord for the sake of pleas¬ 
ing men. 


B.—THE JEWS FROM ASIA MINOR MAKE AN ATTACK ON PAUL, IN CONSEQUENCE OV WHICH THE 
ROMAN TRIBUNE INTXRTBRES; HE SATES PAUL’S LITE. 

Chapter XXL 27-40. 

27 And [But] when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews which [who] were 
of Asia, when they saw [looked at] him in the temple, stirred up all the people, and 

28 laid hands on him, *Crying out, Men of Israel, help : This is the man that teacheth 
all men every where 1 against the people, and the law, and this place: and further 
brought Greeks [Gentiles (''ALtyvac)] also into the temple, and hath polluted [defiled] 

29 this holy place. *[Om. the parenth. marks]. (For they had seen before [previously 
seen] with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian, whom they supposed that Paul 

30 had brought into the temple.). ♦And all the [the whole] city was moved, and the 
people ran together [and there was a concourse of the people] : and they took [hold 
of] Paul, and drew [dragged] him out of the temple : and forthwith the doors [gates] 

81 were shut. ♦And as [while] they went about [sought] to kill him, tidings came unto 
the chief captain of the band [came up ( avi^rj ) to the tribune of the cohort], that all 
32 Jerusalem was in an uproar*: *Who immediately took soldiers and centurions*, and ran 
down unto them : and [but] when they saw the chief captain [tribune] and the soldiers, 

83 they left beating of Paul [they ceased to beat Paul]. ♦Then the chief captain [tribune] 
came near, and took [hold of] him, and commanded him to be bound with two chains; 

84 and demanded who he was 4 , and what he had done. ♦And some cried [called to him 6 ] 
one thing, some another, among the multitude: and [but] when he could not® know the 
certainty for [on account of] the tumult, he commanded him to be carried [led] into 

35 the castle [barracks]. ♦And when he came upon [to] the stairs, so it was, that he 
was borne, of the soldiers for [stairs, it became necessary ( awifiTj ) that the soldiers 

36 should carry him on account of] the violence of the people [populace]. *For the 

multitude of the people [o^Iotr ijx. ydp rd too ^aoD] followed after, crying 1 , 

37 Away with him. *And as Paul was [about] to be led into the castle [barracks], he 
said unto the chief captain [tribune], May I speak [say something (re) 8 ] unto tnee ¥ 

38 Who [But he] said, Canst thou speak Greek ¥ ♦Art not thou [Art thou then ( apa ) 
not] that [the, (<f)] Egyptian, which [who] before these days madest [made] an up¬ 
roar, and leddest [led] out into the wilderness four thousand men that were mur- 

89 derers [bandits] ? *But Paul said, I am a man t which, am a Jew [I am a Jewish 
man], of Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city [Tarsus, a citizen of no 
inconsiderable city in Cilicia]: and, I beseech thee, suffer [permit] me to speak unto 
40 the people. ♦And [But] when he had given him license [had permitted him], Paul 
stood [stepped] on the stairs, and beckoned with the hand unto the people. And 
when there was made a great silence [But when all had become entirely quiet], he 
spake unto [addressed] them in the Hebrew tongue [dialect], saying, [:] 

1 Ver. M. ("ir*PTOYov, of text rte.. occurs in G. H.; the less usual form. *avTax*)» to A. B. 0.1). E. Cod. Sin., is adopted 
by Lach^ Tisch., and Alf.—Tu.] 

* Ver. 81. [<rvy«4xvrat, of text ree. in E. (ovvkJx.) G. H.; <rvvxvvyerau in A. D. and Cod. Sin.; in the last, a later hand 
(C) corrected to ovrxeYvrat; evyxvrerai in B. The first is adopted by Alf.: the third by Lach., Tisch. and Born.—C. omits 
ver. 31—33:20. Vulg. corrfunditur.— Tu.] 

* Ver. 82. [exaroKrapxov?. of text, ree . in G. H.; •xaroprdpxaf (from the nom.— ijs), in A. B. D (orig.). B. Cod. Sin. The 
latter form is adopted by Lach., Tisch., and Alf.—Taj 

* Ver. 33. [dr before tin, of text, rec., with E. G. EL, is retained by AIL, but dropped by Lach. and Tisch., in accordance 
with A. B. D, and also Cod. Sin.—Tm.] 
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* Ter. 84. a. Four uncial manuscript* [A. B. D. and also Cod. Sin.l exhibit lv#»*rov>, while iflot** [of text rec.] in 
more feebly supported [by G. H. The former is adopted by Lach., Ttsch., Born., and Alf.—-T il] 

•Ver. 34. b. [m> i Syydfuyot 84 y. of text, ree^ is the reading of G. H.; that of A. B.D., adopted by Lach., TIech-, and A2£, 
is: pi| ivvaiLtyov ii axrrov y. The latter is (bund also in Cod. Sin. — Tn.1 

1 Ver. 86. the reading of text. rtc^ is found in D. G. H. “it is a grammatical correction.” (Alii). Kp4L£srr««, 

in A. B. K., is adopted by Lach., Tisch., and Alf., and is found also In Cod. Sin.—T juJ 

• Ter. 37. [rt after ci ntlv. of text, rtc., is found in A. B. B. Cod. Sin. and Yulg. (aiiquid); it is omitted in B. O. H. Syr.— 
Lach. retains it.-Tx.] 

represents a single occurrence as a common one; 

EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. th ® 4OCU0ers em P lo J H with » h ° 0ta e purpoee, in 

order the more effectually to excite the people, 
Vbr. 27. And when the sewen days, etc. although only one man, Trophimus, could be 
—The words at brra f/pipai are usually, and, no meant, and he, moreover, had not entered the 
doubt, very correctly, explained as indicating temple. They acted on a mere svppoeition, a 
those days which are called in Ter. 26 i )ykpat rov groundless suspicion, that Paul had brought the 
dyiuofwv. They are the days to which that Le- latter with him into the temple, which word 
yitical purification referred which was connected here designates the court of IsraeL—The words 
with the sacrifices offered at the completion of irpoeopatcdrec faav signify; “they had seen him 
the vow. [“In all probability the seven days previously,” although Meyer objects to this in- 
announced to the priests (ver. 26) as the limit to terpretation [“irpoopav never occurs in this sense; 
which the vow of the Nazarites would extend, the words mean; they had seen before them; comp, 
and as the period also of the apostle’s partner- ch. ii. 26, and see Sturx: Lex. Xen. III. p. 690 f.” 
ship in that consecration.” (Hackett).—T r. 1. (Meyer).—T r.]. The philological correction by 
Wieseler has attempted another interpretation m Otto (Gesch. Verhaeltnisse der PastoralhHefe, 1860, 
his “Apostolical Chronology,” p. 109 'ff.; vix., p. 286), satisfactorily establishes the correctness 
that the seven days were the week, or the days of our interpretation. 

of consecration that preceded the festival of Pen- Vrr. 80. And all the city waa moved.— 
tecost. But this festival is not mentioned in the The multitude, after having quickly and tumul- 
oontext, and, indeed, is never referred to, after tuously assembled, dragged Paul out of the court 
ch. xx. 16; moreover, the assumption that a of the temple, probably because they were coo- 
week of preparation preceded the great festivals scious that such acts of violence as they contem- 
of Israel, is by no means sustained by satisfac- plated, would in truth pollute the sanctuary, 
tory evidence.—These seven days were drawing The act of closing the gates of the temple, which 
to a close {lye71ov omeX.), but had not yet was performed by the Levites, was certainly not 
elapsed, when Paul was seen in the temple, and intended to prevent Paul from availing himself of 
seized. the right of claiming an asylum, and from finding 

Vkr. 28, 29. ThU is th© man. —Certain Jews a place of refuge in the temple (Bencel, B&umgar- 
from Asia Minor, particularly those from Ephe- ten), for the multitude had already effectually 
sus and its vicinity, who had there known Paul, prevented him from enjoying such an advantage, 
and who hated him, now perceived, and, on a It is more probable that the gates were closed in 
closer inspection (dedoda/), recognized him. The order to prevent the courts of the temple from be- 
very circumstance that this supposed despiser of ing defiled by the shedding of blood (de Wette, 
the temple should be seen in the temple [“the Meyer), and, possibly, too, because it was sup- 
inner court which was forbidden to Gentiles” posed that the court of the temple had already 
(Alf.).—T r.], so greatly provoked them, that been polluted by the entrance of a heathen, and 
they stirred up the multitude against him. They needed purificatory ritea before it could be re¬ 
seized him, with loud cries for help, as if As opened. 

were the assailant, and as if it were necessary to Ver. 81-88. And aa they went about to 
protect the sanctuary against him (fiorr&elTe). kill him. —The fact that a disturbance had 
This accusation of the apostle on the part of the arisen was soon known at the military posts that 
unconverted Jews, differs from that to which the were established at various points in the city 
Jud®o-Christians had listened, in one point, during the festivals; the intelligence was at once 
which is usually overlooked. The fanatics from conveyed to the commander of the Roman gar- 
Asia Minor here charge him with assailing not rison in the tower of Antonia, which was situated 
only the Iaw aud the temple, but also the people to the north of the temple, and rose above it 
of Israel (rov Xaov). Now this specific charge (hvifitj Qdats). [See Jossph. Jewish W. L 6 . 4, and 
had been brought neither by the Judmo-Chris- especially Y. 6 . 8. — Tr.]. The name of thecom- 
tians against Paul, nor, at an earlier period, by mender— a military tribune of the oohort (<nrtipct) 
the Jews against Stephen. It was doubtless —was Claudius Lysias, as we learn from ch. xxiii. 
connected with his active labors among the Gen- 26. When he received tidings of the tumult, he 
tiles (rcdvraq navraxov SidaoK.), which were mali- proceeded without delay to the temple, accom- 
ciously so represented, as if they were intended panied by officers and soldiers. As soon as he 
to excite the latter against Israel. They alleged, was seen at a distance, the maltreatment to which 
moreover (trt re xal), as a second charge, that the apostle was exposed, ceased. When the Ro- 
Paul had introduced pagans into the temple, and man reached the Bpot, he commanded his people 
thus defiled the sanctuary. [“Greeks, not in the to conduct the apostle away, as well as to bind 
national or local sense, but in the wider one of him with chains. [Two chains, “Seech. xiL 
Gentiles, so called from the general and almost 6 . He would thus be in the custody of two sol- 
universal use of the Greek language among all diers. (Alf.).— Tr.1. Claudius assumed that 
known nations. Hence the perpetual antithesis Paul was a criminal, and expected to ascertain 
of Jews and Greeks in the New Testament.” at once both his name, and the nature of the 
(Alexander).— Tr.]. The word 'BAAtvoc [plural] crime committed by him. T l hv eZ*, orotic 06 - 
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liqua; rl lari imroe., oratio recta. [For &v before statement, however, obviously refers to the whole 
chfy see note 4, above, appended to th^ text.— number of the adherents of the man; Luke, on 
“ That the accused had committed some crime, the other hand, speaks only of his armed fob- 
was certain , or was at least assumed to be certain lowers, and Josephus himself distinguishes ( loc. 
by the speaker. T< kart irtirocqicAg refers to the cit.) between these and the aggregate of the ad- 
fact, which is admitted—to the object of irenot.; herents of the Egyptian. Hence the two ao- 
but who the man might be, riq hv eltj , he could not counts [of Luke and Josephus] may be easily 
yet clearly perceive. ,, (Winbr, $ 41. 4. c.).—T b.] reconciled, and, in other points, the several 
Veb. 84-36. Commanded him to be car- statements of Josfephus strikingly agree with the 
ried [led] into the castle [barracks].—The passage before us. [Alford, who adopts the 
wapefifioTJi is not the tower [castle] of Antonia view of Meyer, de Wette, and especially of Tho- 
itself, but only a-certain part w it, namely, the luck ( Qlaubwuerdigkeit , p. 169), says: “It is ob- 
permanent quarters [“barracks” (Alf., Alex.).— vious that the numerical accounts in Josephus 
Tb.] of the Roman garrison stationed at the are inconsistent with our text, and with one an- 
tower of Antonia. The avafiadfiol, ver. 85, 40 other [Ant. XX. 8. 6, and Bell. Jud. II. 18. 5.). 
(Jos. Bell. Jud. V. 6. 3., avafiaouq), are stairs or .This latter being the case, we may well leave 
steps, [leading from the temple-area to the tower, them out of the question. At different times of 
—Tb.J. The fortress communicated with the his (the Egyptian’s) rebellion, his number of 
northern and western porticos of the temple- followers would be variously estimated, etc.”— 
area, and had flights of stairs [“descending into TrJ. 

both; by which the garrison could at any time Veb. 89, 40. I beseech thee, suffer me.— 
enter the tourt of the temple and prevent tu- The apostle describes himself to the tribune as a 
100118.”] Robinson: Bibl. Res.JI. 71 ff. [Germ, totally different person from the criminal with 
ed.; L 432. Amer. ed.—Away with him!— whom he had been confounded, and then asks for 
“The same shouts which, nearly thirty years be- permission to address the people. In view of 
fore, surrounded the prmtorium of Pilate. Comp, the explanation which he gave, and also of the 
Luke xxiii. 18; John xix. 15.” (Conyb. etc. II. fact that no person came forward who in the 
262.).— Tb.1 least degree confirmed the original suspicion of 

Ver. 37, 88. May I speak [say something] the Roman, it is by no means strange that the latter, 
unto thee?—The apostle is desirous of address- who possessed full authority to decide, should 
ing the people before he enters through the gate grant the request; (the opposite opinion of Baur, 
into the tower, and is withdrawn from their sight, Paulus, p. 208 f., is untenable). It is, further, 
and hence, in courteous terms, asks a question of by no means incredible, that when Paul indicated 
the commander (ei itjiori etc.). The latter, sur- to the multitude by a gesture that he desired to 
prised at being addressed in Greek, asks in his address them, they should become silent, and 
turn: ytvAoms ;—he inquires whether listen to him. [“The silence was probably oc- 

his prisoner is not then [dpal the Egyptian in- casioned by the presence of Roman officers and 
surgent, as he had obviously Jbitherto supposed; soldiers; by the sight, if not the hearing, of 
he formed a different opinion on hearing Paul what passed between the Tribune and his pris- 
speak Greek. [“It was notorious (it would oner; by Paul’s unexpected presentation of him- 
seem) that the Egyptian was unable to speak self upon the stairs and offer to address them; 
that language.” (Hackett).—T b.]. The Roman but above all by the circumstance recorded in 
commander could the more easily confound the last clause, that he spake in Hebrew, etc.” 
Paul with that Egyptian, as those Sicarii (so (Alex.).—T b.]. The Hebrew dialect M *E flpdtdi 
called from sica, a dagger [or short sword, oialkKry] of course means here the living lan- 
worn beneath their clothing.—T b.], and known guage, the Aramaean dialect [Syro-Chaldaic] 
as professional murderers and insurgents) were spoken at that time in Judea, 
accustomed to mingle with the multitude at the 

festival, as now at Pentecost [Acts xx. 16], and DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL, 

then commit the crimes with which they were 

familiar (fidXiora b rale iopraig puerydfievoi rq> 1. The counsel of God is executed in a wonder- 
etc. Job. Jewish War. II. 13.8). That ful manner. In order to correct a mistake which 
Egyptian was, according to the account given by the Judseo-Christians had made, Paul resolves tp 
Joseph us [Jew. War. II. 13.5) a sorcerer, who pre- perform a certain Levitical act in the temple, 
tended that he was a prophet. He gained many Now it is precisely his appearance in the sano- 
adherents during the reign of Nero, whom he led tuary, that exposes him to a new danger, pro- 
from the wilderness to the Mount of Olives; he oeeding from an entirely different quarter—from 
proiqised his followers that, at his word, the walls the unconverted Israelites. And thus it is pro¬ 
of Jerusalem should fall, and that they should cisely the devout reverence with which he re¬ 
enter the city over the ruins (comp. Jos. Antiq. gards the law and the sanctuary, and his love to 
XX. 8. 6). The procurator Felix, however, at- his people, whom it is his great object to win for 
tacked tnem with great sucoess; he defeated Christ, that seem to add weight to the false 
the insurgents, of whom 400 were slain, and 200 oharges made against him. 
made prisoners; but the Egyptian himself es- 2. It is an evidence that Paul possessed a holy 
caped [diadpaaac U nfc fidxjl c a<pavfc hybero , loc . disposition, and was filled with the Spirit of 
dt .).—The Roman commander here speaks of Christ, if, at a time when he had been most un- 
4000 Sicarii, whom that insurgent led into the mercifully treated by the Jews, and had barely 
wilderness. Josephus, on the other hand, relates escaped with his life, he still possessed such com- 
that about 80,000 men, who put faith in his false posure, such moral strength, and such love to his 
pretensions, gathered around him. This latter people, that he could address the latter without 
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the least bitterness of feeling. His heart is 
humbled under a sense of his own guilt, for he 
had once dealt with others as the Jews now dealt 
with him, and it was solely the grace of Him, 
who on the cross prayed for the' forgiveness of 
his murderers, that had changed him (Lu. xxiii. 
84). 

HOMILETXCAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vee. 27. And when the seven days were 
almost ended, etc.—God often punishes fool¬ 
ish counsels by an unhappy issue, but it does not 
necessarily follow that when the issue is un- 
happy, the beginning had been unrighteous. 
When good advice produces unfavorable results, 
we should not on that account look with anger 
on him who gave it, for “man proposes, but God 
disposes.” (Starke).—No doubt Paul now remem¬ 
bered all that the Spirit of God had so often in¬ 
timated to him concerning the things which 
awaited him in Jerusalem. (Rieger). 

Vke. 28. This is the man. —An upright ser¬ 
vant of Christ is made so well known by the 
blessing which attends his official labors, that the 
enemies of Jesus can easily distinguish him 
among a thousand false and unfaithful xealots, 
and say: “This is he! Seize him!”— And hath 
polluted thia holy place. —Here the apostle 
had the honor of being assailed, in the same 
tumultuous manner, by the same false accusation, 
and with Jbeing treated with the same animosity 
and severity, with which Jesus Christ had for¬ 
merly been treated. When the servant finds that 
he thus resembles his Lord, and is walking in 
His footsteps, how easy and welcome the yoke 
becomes! (Ap. Past.).—And Paul, no doubt, 
thought of Stephen, too, who was once exposed 
to a similar storm. 

Vek. 29. For they had aeon, etc.—When 
God has appointed a season of suffering for us, 
the slightest circumstance may introduce it.— 
How closely the servants of Christ are watched, 
and what reason they have to be circumspect in 
their walk! The world notices also the company 
which we keep, and even decides respecting the 
personal merit of the pastor in accordance with 
the character of his intimate friends. The Lord 
grant that we may be without blame in all points! 
(Ap. Past.). 

Vee. 30. And all the city was moved.— 
Men who can scarcely creep forward, when a 
good cause claims their aid, eagerly hasten for¬ 
ward to defend one that is bad, Jerem. iv. 22. 
(Starke).— Drew him out of the temple, etc. 
—They wished to murder him, and yet not pol¬ 
lute the temple; they strained at gnats, and 
8wallowed camels, as they had indeed done in the 
the case of the Lord Himself, John xviii. 28. 
(Williger). 

Vee. 81. Tidings came unto the chief 
captain. —When a servant of Jesus is in great 
distress, he need not seek for patrons, nor need 
he implore men to be his advocates; God sends 
him aid at the proper time, without waiting for 
his prayers. (Ap. Past.). 

Vee. 32. And when they saw the ohief 
captain, etc.—It is one of the wonderful ways 
of God in governing the world, that those who 
do not belong to His kingdom, ore often con¬ 


trolled by opposite interests, views and purposes, 
and thus either one sword forbids the other to 
leave its^cabbard, or the children of His king¬ 
dom obtain aid from one of the parties, which 
did not design to furnish it. (Rieger). 

Vee. 83. Commanded him to be bound 
with two chains. —Let not the servant of 
Christ depend with too muoh confidence on the 
aid which the world affords. Here the tribune 
rescues the apostle from the hands of murderous 
Jews, but nevertheless commands him, without 
hearing his pleqfto be bound with two chains. 
(Ap. Past.).—But the prophecy of Agabus must 
needs be fulfilled. 

Vee. 34. And when he could not know 
the certainty. —The man will always be dis¬ 
appointed, who expects to receive any trust¬ 
worthy and valuable information from false 
teachers, and, indeed, in general, from the world. 
(Ap. Past.). 

Vee. 85. And when he came upon the 

stairs-borne of the soldiers^-We have 

here an illustration of the manner in which God 
employs even enemies as the means for exalting 
his servants; the world, by its scorn and con¬ 
tempt, promotes us to honor. Many teachers 
would have remained in obscurity, if the envy 
and hatred of the world had not brought them 
forward, and given them celebrity. (Ap. Past). 

Vee. 86. Away with him !—Christ bad heard 
the same cry, Lu. xxiii. 18; John xix. 15. 

Vee. 88. Art not thou that Egyptian — ? 
—A striking instance of the false and absurd 
views which the deluded world entertains re¬ 
specting the children and servants of God. We 
are regarded as idiots, madmen, deceivers, ene¬ 
mies of mankind, and, as if we were such, we 
are exposed to contempt and hatred. So, too, 
Christ was numbered with the transgressors 
[Isai. liii. 12]. “Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do.” [Lu. xxiii 84]. (Ap. 
Past.).—Paul sustains the same relation to that 
Egyptian, which Luther does to Thomas Munxer 
[one of the “prophets of Zwickau.”—T b.]. 
(Besser). 

Vee. 40. And when he had given him li¬ 
cense, Paul stood on the stairs, etc.—How 
little it was once thought that t,he steps which 
led to the Roman quarters would be the pulpit 
from which God would cause the Gospel of His 
Son to be proclaimed! (Rieger).— Beckoned 
with the hand unto the people. And 
when there was made a great silence, he 
spake, etc.—What a man he was! Able to 
beckon with calmness to this excited multitude! 
And, behold, there was a great calm, as when 
Jesus rebuked the stormy sea (Mt. viii. 26). We 
are never better prepared to proclaim the word 
of God, than when we bear in our bodies the 
marks of the cross and sufferings of the Lord 
Jesus [Gal. vi. 17], for then only does the Spirit 
of Goa supply us both with boldness to spWk, 
and with words suited to the occasion. (Gossnerl. 

Oh the whole section, vee. 27-40.— The 
Lord delivers his servants from death: I. Paul is 
uqjustly accused (a) as an enemy of the law, ver. 
27, 28; (6) as a man who polluted the temple, 
ver. 28, 29. II. His own people reject him; (a) 
they cast him out of the temple, ver. 30; ( b ) in¬ 
tend to slay him, ver. 81. III. Heathens arc 
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obliged to protect him; (a) the tribune quells the 
tumult, ver. 31, 82; (6) saves the apostle's life, 
ver. 83. IV. The innocence of the persecuted 
man becomes apparent; (a) the charges against 
hill are shown to be unfounded, ver. 84-89; ( b) 
he is allowed to defend himself, ver. 40. (Lisco.) 
—The advantage of a well organized government , il¬ 
lustrated in the narrative of the arrest of the apostle 
Paul at Jerusalem.—The arrest of Paul at Jerusa¬ 
lem: I. A dark picture of human passions; (a) of 
folly and self-delasion; ( b ) of malice and hatred 
—on the part of the Jews, ver. 28, 30, 81, 86. II. 
A bright picture of Christian heroism; (a) of 
calmness and self-command; (6) of gentleness 
and patience—on the part of the apostle, ver. 37, 
89, 40. III. An impressive illustration of the 
guidance of God; (a) of that omnipotence which 
protects His servants; (6) of the wisdom which 
employs even enemies as means of executing His 
counsels, ver. 82-85, 87-40.— Paul in the temple 
of Jerusalem or, Man proposes , but Ood disposes: \ 
L God often conducts the well-meant counsels of 
his servants to an issue which differs from that 
which they had proposed, ver. 27 ff., and comp, 
ver. 22 ff. II. He also often conducts the mali¬ 
cious counsels of His enemies to an issue which 
differs from that which they had proposed, ver. 
80-40.— Paul, in the storm which raged at Jerusa¬ 
lem. It was so ordered that the apostle should 
subsequently encounter a fierce storm at sea, ch. 
xxvii, but it wasscaroely more dangerous than the 
one which he here experiences on land, with¬ 
in the strong walls of Jerusalem, in the midst of 
his own people. But in each case the mighty 
hand of God protects and rescues him. Let us 
consider, I. The outbreak of the storm. Like 
many a storm in nature, this storm suddenly 
arises in the minds of men. Paul had appre¬ 
hended such a tempest, when he was at Miletus 
(xx. 22 ff); on his way, its approach was an¬ 


nounced to him with increasing solemnity (xxi. 
4-11); it burst forth at a time when it might 
have been least expected, and in a spot where 
none would have looked for it—in the sacred en¬ 
closure of the temple, while Paul was seeking to 
eatisfy the sealots of the law (ver. 27). II. The 
raging of the storm. The maaness of this storm 
of human passions increases every moment; the 
popular fury rages like the stormy ocean, and 
threatens to ingulf the servant of God (ver. 28- 
31, 36). III. The calming of the storm. He who 
on the lake of Gennesaret rebuked the winds and 
the sea, so that there was a great calm, now says 
to this raging sea: “ Hitherto shalt thou come, 
but no further” [Job xxxviii. 11]. The Roman 
tribune is the agent who guides the apostle to a 
harbour, in which he is saved, and he himself, 
with great calmness beckons to the people, and 
they listen in silence (ver. 81—40).— Poufs memor¬ 
able sermon at Jerusalem: I. The preacher—in 
chains, ver. 33. II. The pulpit—the stairs con¬ 
ducting to the Roman quarters, ver. 40. III. The 
deacons who attend him—soldiers, ver. 35. IV. 
The psalms which precede his sermon—malig¬ 
nant crieB for his death, ver. 86. V. The con¬ 
gregation which he addresses — an infuriated 
multitude, ver. 30-34. VI. The unction with 
which he nevertheless speaks—the Spirit of the 
Lord, as a Spirit of faith, of love, of wisdom, and 
of power, ver. 18, 37, 39, 40.— The weapons of the 
man of Ood in perilous times: I. Justice and the 
law, which should protect him, as long as they 
have power themselves, ver. 82, 33. II. The peace 
of a good conscience, which remains undisturbed 
amid the storm of passions, ver. 87-39. III. The 
power of a sanctified character, which never fails 
to make an impression even on a rude multitude, 
ver. 40. IV. The presence of God, to whom he 
belongs, whether he labors or suffers, whether 
he lives or dies, ver. 18. 


SECTION II. 

EVENTS WHICH OCCURRED DURING THE IMPRISONMENT OP THE APOSTLE PAUL IN 
JERUSALEM. HIS DEFENCE BEFORE THE PEOPLE, AND THE GREAT COUNCIL. 

Chapter XXII. 1—xxm. 11. 

A. —THIS APOSTLE'S DEFENCE BEFOSB THE JEWISH PEOPLE. 

Chapter xSlI. 1-21. 

1 Men, brethren, and fathers [Ye brethren and fathers], hear ye my defence which 1 

2 make [om. which I make] now unto [before] you [you-] *([0m. parenth. marks] 

And [But] when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue [dialect] to them, 
they kept the more silence [they became the more silent] : and he aaith,) 

3 I am verily 1 a man which am a Jew [I am a Jewish man], born in Tarsus, a city 
[Tarsus] in Cilicia, yet [and] brought up in this city at tne feet of Gamaliel, and 
taught [city, taught at the feet of Gamaliel,] according to the perfect manner [the 
strictness] of the law of the fathers [of the paternal law], and was zealous toward [was 

* Digitized by Google 



898 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


4 a zealot for] God, as ye all are [yet] this day. ♦And I persecuted this way unto the 

5 [unto, &%pt #av.] death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women. ♦As 
also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders [and all the 
eldership] : from whom also I received [from whom I received also] letters unto the 
brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto Jeru- 

6 salem, fbr to [that they might] be punished. ♦And [But] it came to pass, that, as I 
made my journey [was on my journey], and was come [drew] nigh unto Damascus 
about noon [mid-day], suddenly there shone [flashed] from heaven a great light round 

7 about [around] me. *And I fell* unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, 

8 Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? *And [But] I answered, Who art thou, Lord? 

9 And he said unto me, I am Jesus.of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. *And [But] 
they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid [affrighted] ;• but they 

10 heard not the voice of him that spake to me. *And [But] I said, What shall I do, 
Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into [to] Damascus; and there it 
shall [will] be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do [which it is 

11 appointed that thou shalt do]. *And [But] when I could not see for the glory [bright* 
ness] of that light, being led [I was led] by the hand of them that were with me, [and 

12 thus] I came into [to] Damascus. *And one [But a certain] Ananias, a devout 4 man 
according to the law, naving a good report of [among] all the Jews which [who] dwelt 

13 there [in the city], ♦Came unto me, and [om. and] stood [approached], and said unto 
me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight [look up!]. And the same hoar I looked up upon 

14 him. *And [But] he said, The God of our fathers hath [before] chosen thee, that 
thou shouldest know his will, and see that [the, r<3v] Just One, and shouldest hear the 

15 voice of [his voice from (£*)] his mouth. ♦For thou shalt be his witness [be a witness 
for him] unto all men of what [concerning that which] thou hast seen and heard. 

16 ♦And now [,] why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, call- 

17 ing on the name of the Lord [on his name 1 ]. *And it came to pass, that, when I was 
come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in [fell into, 

18 fix] a trance; *And saw him saying [as he said] unto me, Make haste, and get thee 
quickly out of Jerusalem : for [because, itdri] they will not receive thy testimony oon- 

19 cerning me. ♦And I said, Lord, they know [themselves, a&rol] that I imprisoned and 
beat [scourged] in every synagogue Tin the synagogues, xard rdq <ruv.] them that be- 

20 lievea on thee: *And when the blood of thy martyr [witness] Stephen* was shed T , I 
also was standing by, and consenting unto [and had pleasure therein] his death [om. 

21 his death *], and kept [guarded] the raiment [garments] of them that slew him. *And 
he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee nur hence unto the Gentiles [among the 
nations]. 


dropped 


i Vor. 8. UUr, of text rec., before tip* Is omitted In A. B. D. B. end Ood. Sin. (which rends: tym arqp #tp*X and Is 
by Lech., Botm, end Tisch.; it c * * ” ' ' “* 


Bee'frunm: Oram, i 61.'6. on the passage.—T*.] 
* Ver. 7. [iwaotv, of text rec. in D. G.; 


occurs in O. H., end is, in eooordance with the opinion of Meyer, retained by AIL 


_ ; tirftrd In A. B. B. H. end Ood. Sin.; iweoAr In II. The second form Is adopted 

by Lach., Tisch., Alf.’, and sereral other editors; the third, by Bcholz. See Wixxx, } 13.1.—Here B. alone adds: rcAqp it 
- - - Aojtnffti'. See Kxse. note on ch. xxri. 13-14 .—Tr.] 

• Ver. 9. The words ca* iu+oSo* jWrorro, art wanting in three uncial manuscripts [A. B. H., also God. Sin^ and Vmig. 
and 8yr. Ver.j; three others [D. E. G.J exhibit it. They seem to )iave been regarded [by copyistsi as superfluous, and as 
interfering with the narrative, and. on that account, to have been dropped; for this very reason they should be regarded 
as genuine, and the more so, as Iptpoji. yew. la a favorite expression of Lake. [Lach. and Tiach. reject the worda, but Alt, 
who adopts Meyer’s view, retains them; de Wette also is disposed to receive them as genuine.—Tn.] 

* Ver. 12. The word tvA. or evu. is entirely wanting in Cod. Alex. [A. and in ValgJ; in B. (Land’s Cod.), [Codex Las- 

dianus] [of text, rec.] occurs. The strongest testimony, namely, that of B. Q. H. [and Ood. Sin.1 is in favor at 

*v\a0to, a predicate which Lake is very apt to employ, ch. U. 6; viiL 2 [see Bxw. note on viiL 2], and oh. if. 26 of his Gos¬ 
pel. The latter word is accordingly preferred by Lach. and Tisch. [and Alford. Tlschsadorf omitted it in the edition of 
1849.—Tn.1 

* Ver. 10. svroC Is better supported [by A. B. B n Cod. Sin. Vnlg. ((print)] than rvplov, which is sustained by only tbs 
two latest uncial manuscripts. 

• Ver. 20. a. Srs+dvov is wanting In one manuscript of the first rank [A.], and in one of the second, but Is sofildeatiy 
attested [by B. B. G. H. Cod. Sin. Vulg.] in order to be* received as genuine. [It is retained by recent editors generally. 
_-Te.] 

t Ver. 20. b. [Tor J£fx«ft», of text rec. with G. H. (“ a correction to the more usual form.** Alt), Lech-, Tiach. and Alt 
read i^xyrrro (•|«x VKVrro )» with A. B. B. and Ood. Sin.—Tn.] 

8 Ver. 20. c. The words rjj ivaxp4<r*i avrov, after xvvrvS. [of text rec.], are supported by only two uncial manuscripts 
[G. H.j, and were Introduced [by copyieta] into the text from ch. viU. 1. [They are omitted In A. B. D. B. Ood. r 
Vulg.; and are cancelled by most of the reoent editors.—Tx.] 


EXEQETTOAL and critical. 

Ver. 1, 2. Men, brethren, and fathers.-— 
The word adeAfol expresses the love which the 


speaker bears to his own people, and vxrtpcc his 
respect for their eminent rulere, of whom some 
may have been present [Sec Exeo. note on vii. 
2, 8. a, —T&.]. The circumstance, moreover. 
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that he addressed his hearers in their mother- 
tongue, disposed them to listen with the more 
favor, as many of the number had not supposed 
that the man before them, whom they did not 
personally know, understood the Aramaean lan- 
gua ge. 

Ver. 3-5. a. I am verily a man which am 
a Jew.—[Even if ph> is not cancelled (see note 
1, appended to the text), it is here equivalent 
simply to the word indeed , as the translators 
often render it.—T b.]. The fall account which 
Paul gives of himself, ver. 8-5, is intended to 
remove the suspicion with which he was regarded 
(xxi. 28); he states that he is an Israelite by 
birth, that he had from early youth been con¬ 
nected with the city of Jerusalem, that he had, 
at a former period, been governed by a stHctly 
Pharisaical seal for the law, and had even been 
an enemy of Christianity. Tryew. kv T.— avare-dp. 
6i, t. bora, it was true, in a foreign country, 
but brought up in Jerusalem; avarpi<po> is used 
in reference to the rearing or education of chil¬ 
dren.—The words rrapd r. 7r<5dac Tap. are far 
more appropriately connected with iceiraid. than 
with avare&p., as they cannot refer to children 
who are brought up, but to scholars or disciples 
who receive instruction, while they sit on the 
floor or on benches before the feet of the teacher 
[who occupies an elevated seat.—T r.]. Such 
was the Jewish custom; both Philo and the Tal¬ 
mud testify that the Rabbi occupied a cathedra 
or teacher’s chair, and that his pupils found 
seats partly on the floor, and partly on benches 
placed before him. [Lechler here adopts the 
punctuation preferred by Kuinoel, Grotius, 
Knapp, Lach., Tisch v de Wette, Hackett, etc., 
and places the oomma after ravry, cancelling the 
one which is placed after Tapd>ui)‘k in the usual 
editions of the text, rec ., and which, as in the 
Engl version, is recognized by Calvin, Grotius, 
Bornemann, Meyer, Alford, etc.—For Gama¬ 
liel, see Exso. note on v. 84. —Tr.]. — Kara 
dxpifi. r. warp. vbpov, L e., the instructions corres¬ 
ponded to very strict views of the law; the term 
hapipeta is not intended to describe the character 
of the law per se, but refers to the character of 
the instructions, which are, accordingly, repre¬ 
sented as being marked by pharisaic rigor. And, 
indeed, hcp/lfc and its derivatives are specially 
employed to describe the peculiarities of the 
Pharisaical tendency, e. g. % &Kptf}eoT&Trj alpeaig, 
eh. xxvi. 5; certain Jews It* &Kpip6oei piya 
fpotxmv tov narp<fiov vbpov , Joe. Antiq . XVII. 2. 
4; Qapioalot ol dotcovvreg perd anpipeiaq k£tjyel<r&ai 
rd vdpipa , Bell . J. II. 8. 14. 

h. And was zealous.— In consequence of 
such an education and suoh instructions, Paul 
became a zealot for the honor of God; he ex¬ 
presses this thought in terms which are not open 
to censure. [T irapxov, on account of its combina¬ 
tion with participles in the perfect tense, acquires 
the meaning of the imperfect tense, (de Wette). 
— Tr.]. The apostle, at the same time, re¬ 
marks: ll I was once what ye are; ye are still to¬ 
day, indeed, at this very moment, what I too was, 
at a former period.’* As an evidence of the 
troth of his declaration that he had onoe been a 
zealot , he mentions his persecution of Christiani¬ 
ty, to which latter, at this stage, he gives, with 
great judgment, only a general name. [Tairr^v 


Hjv Mdv, see Exko. note on ix. 2 .—Tb.]. The 
statement that he had once entertained a deadly 
hatfed against the Christians, he establishes by 
appealing to the testimony of the high priest [ch. 
ix. 2] and all the elders, which they could easily 
furnish. The adefyoi, in ver. 5, as in ver. 1, are 
his brethren —Jews by birth—Jews who held the 
views which then prevailed in the Sanhedrin, 
and with whom he fully concurred in sentiment 
at that early period. 

Ver. 6-11. And it came to pass.—The 
apostle proceeds to give a narrative of his con¬ 
version ; he first describes (ver. 6-11) the appear¬ 
ance of Jesus on the road to Damascus. His 
statements are identical in essential points with 
those which are found in ch. ix. 8-8. See the 
Exbgetical notes on that passage. The minor 
details that are peculiar to the present narrative, 
are introduced with a reference to the circum¬ 
stances under which, at that moment, Paul and 
his hearers meet together. He appends, for in¬ 
stance, 6 Na^Krio? to the name of Jesus, ver. 8; 
that appellation does not occur either in ch. ix. 
6, or ch. xxvi. 15, but isyery appropriately em¬ 
ployed when Paul addresses an assemblage of un¬ 
converted Jews, to whom he mentions Jesus for 
the first time. Other details are chiefly intended 
to demonstrate the truth and reality of the ap¬ 
pearance of Jesus Christ, e. g., irepl peoripfipiav, 
ver. 6 (ftpkpas pkorft, ch. xxvi. 18), which is not 
found in ch. ix. 8. The fact that the appearance 
occurred in the bright light of day, affords a 
pledge that the whole statement did not proceed 
simply from the self-d4Iusion of a dreamer. The 
circumstance that Paul’s attendants saw the light, 
ver. 9, which is not expressly mentioned either 
in ch. ix. 7, or ch. xxvi. 14, also tends to prove 
the truth and reality of the appearance, which 
was thus observed by several persons; he adds 
that they did not understand the words of Jesus, 
in order, possibly, to explain the inability of 
those attendants to oonfirm his statements re¬ 
specting the great object of the Lord’s appear¬ 
ance. He also adduces (ver. 11) the circumstance 
that he had been blinded by that extraordinary 
light, no doubt, with the intention of furnishing 
additional evidence of the reality and over¬ 
whelming power of that appearance. The words 
uv t hateraL ooi, ver. 10, imply that from that mo¬ 
ment Paul was no longer the master of his own 
determinations, but was guided by the divine 
will. [Lechler says above: “he adds that they 
did not understand the words of Jesus.” The 
Engl, version says: “they heard not,” while 
Luke asserts, ch. ix. 7, that they heard a voice. 
To this apparent contradiction Lechler does not 
specially refer, as he had already explained it in 
Exeg. note on oh. ix. 7. Dr. J. A. Alexander 
adopts the same view. He says, for instance, 
(Acts xxii. 8, 9): “There is “a distinction be¬ 
tween hearing a voice speak and hearing what it 
says, as nothing is more common in our publio 
bodies than the complaint that a speaker is not 
heard, i. «., his words are not distinguished, 
though his voice may be audible and even loud. 
t - - It might be said, with equal truth, that Paul’s 
companions heard the voice, t. knew that it 
was speaking, and that they did not hear it, t. «., 
did not know what it said.”—T r.]. 

Ver. 12-16. And one Ananias.—Paul shows 
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here that the work of his conversion was per- because the Jews would not receive his testimony 
fee ted through the agency of Ananias in such a concerning Jesus, he had objected to such a 
manner, that his conversion and his call to be a course, and could not abandon the hope that the 
witness of Christ, evidently proceeded from God, word of Christ would yet find an entrance among 
and fully harmonised with the old covenant. He his people. He now repeats to his hearers, with 
describes Ananias, in ver. 12, by specially re- great judgment, the answer which he returned 
flerring to the well-known legal features of his to Jesus who appeared to him, ver. 19, 20. Its 
character—a point which is not prominent in ch. general purport was the following:—That pre- 
ix. 10. His restoration to sight through the cisely his well known former hostility to the 
word of Ananias is very distinctly represented as Christians, and the change which had now taken 
a miracle, by which the divine mission of Ana- place in him, would make an impression, and 
nias to him was attested. PA vdj3?>n(>ov — dvipXnpa, open an avenue for his word to thfe Jews. And 
ver. 13. “Receive thy tight, and, looked up, are nothing but the repeated and peremptory corn- 
imperative and indicative forms of the same mand of Jesus, who had (Paul implies) deter- 
Greek word, and ought to have been so trans- mined to send him to the Gentiles, could premil 
lated. - - Ananias says: ‘Look up,' which he over the tenacity of his own purpose^ which pro- 
(Paul) could not do unless his sight had been re- cceded from a warm love to his people. [Mm 
storeo, and therefore when it is added that he inroarpbfmm , in ver. 17, belongs, as in ver. 6, to 
did immediately look up, it is the strongest way eybero; another construction, vis., that of tho 
of saying, though by implication, that his eyes Gen. absolute, is then introduced in sal rcpo&vx* 
were opened." (Alexander).—There is an ana- pbov pov; (Winer, { 31. 10. obs. 2, and ( 44 3, 
logy presented in the case of the man with the last note).—“ Martyr (ver. 20, Engl, version) is 
withered hand, to whom the Lord said: “Stretch itself a Greek word meaning witness, and repeatr 
forth thine hand.” Ml xii. 10, 18. — Tr.]. In edly occurring in the book before us («. g., ver. 
the address of Ananias, names which are directly 15 of the present chapter), but in English having 
taken from the Old Testament, are given to God the specifio sense of one who dies for his religion, 
and to Christ, ver. 14, namely, 6 0to< r. iraripav - - The transition from the general sense of an*- 
i )p£xv, and, 6 dUaioc; the latter, the Just One, is ness to the specifio sense of martyr is traced by 
employed in a peculiar, or the most perfect sense some in this verse and in Rev. iL 18; xi. 8; xvil 
of the term. The appearance of Christ, more- 6. Our translators would, however, have dons 
over, resembles an enlarged revelation granted better to retain the usual term witness, which is 
by God to a prophet; the ministry in the wide found in all the older English versions." (Alex- 
world (irdvraf avOp.), to which Paul is appointed, ander).—T il] 
is the testimony which he is to bear as one who 
had alike seen with his eyes, and heard with 

his ears—a testimony which he can, under no DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL, 

circumstances, refuse to bear, ver. 14, 16. Fi¬ 
nally, the exhortation that he should rqpeive 1. This defence of the apostle of the Gentiles 
baptism and call on Jesus, demonstrates that he beams with the light of Christ. While he vindi- 
dia not act with precipitation, but, on the con- oates his own course, and, apparently, speaks 
trary, needed an urgent call, addressed to him only of himself, he bears witness, in the most 
in the name of God, before he took the decisive unequivocal manner, to the Redeemer—to His 
step. [Bairrtgm sal hirdXovoai, both 1 aor. imper. grace towards sinners, and His heavenly glory 
mid .—“Be baptised, is not a passive, as in ii. 88, and power—to Christ’s fellowship with His lowly 
but the middle voice, strictly meaning, baptise and persecuted disciples (ver. 7, 8)—and to His 
thyself, or rather, cause thyself to be baptized, or, plan of salvation, which embraoes all mankind 
suffer (some one) to baptise thee." (Alexander), (ver. 15, 21). The whole exhibits a wisdom 
The force of the middle voice would be express*! which the Spirit of Christ alone can impart; the 
in Latin by curare, and in German by tick lateen; apostle combines a thoughtful, tender, and win- 
see Winer: Oram . N. T., } 88. 8.— Tr.] ning love for his hearers, with the utmost candor 

Ver. 17-21. When I was oome again to and boldness in confessing his faith. 

Jerusalem.—Paul speaks in these verses of a 2. Paul, who repeats the words of .Ananias, 
revelation of Jesus, whioh is not mentioned in styles Jesus “the Just One." In this name the 
ch. ix. 26 ff.; he states the substance of that re- old and the new oovenant, the law and the Gos- 
velation—that he was to proceed to Gentiles pel, are united. The aim of the law is rights 
dwelling at a great distance from Jerusalem— eousness. While Saul was a “zealot," besought 
in order to explain and justify his labors in righteousness by the law, but could not find it 
heathen lands. For the purpose of removing Israel seeks righteousness by works, but cannot 
the suspicion from the minds of his hearers, that attain to it. Legal righteousness was the ideal 
he is an enemy of Israel, of the law, and of the of Pharisaism. But Christ is preeminently, and, 
temple (ch. xxi. 28), he specially mentions the indeed, exclusively, the Just [or Righteous'] One 
circumstance that this second appearance of [Ahauof is rendered fust between thirty ana forty 
Christ to him occurred in Jerusalem, in the temple, times in the Engl. N. Test., and as often righteous. 
while he was engaged in prayer. Thus it ap- — Tr.]. In Him righteousness is personally, 
peared that his conversion to Christ, had neither peculiarly, and perfectly, exhibited. He is tie 
caused him to forget Jerusalem (Ps. cxxxvii. 5), Just One, and He justifies all who believe in His 
nor estranged him from the temple, the place of name. 

prayer. So little, indeed, was he prejudiced 8. Baptism, a means of graoe. It confers pu- 
against his people, that when the Redeemer di- rification from sins, the forgiveness of sins. The 
rested him to depart with haste from Jerusalem, invocation of the name of Jesus essentially be- 
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longs to It, m a confession of the Redeemer and 
a prayer for His atoning and justifying grace. 
[“’AwrfAow rat rdf dfiapr. aov. Let thyself be bap¬ 
tized, and (thereby) wash off thy sins. Here, too, 
Baptism is the medium through which the for¬ 
giveness of sins committed during the pre-Chris¬ 
tian life is obtained. Comp. ch. ii. 38, and 1 Cor. 
▼i. 11.” (Meyer, ad ver. 16 ).—Tb. 1 
4. The objection which the apostle made, when 
he received the command of the Redeemer (ver. 
19, 20) may, perhaps, have also [see Exso. note, 
▼er. 17-21 .—Tr.] proceeded from his sincere 
desire to atone, at least in some degree, for his 
previous opposition to Christ, by confessing his 
transgression precisely in Jerusalem, in the very 
place in which he had once persecuted the disci¬ 
ples of Jesus—by demonstrating in his conduct 
his entire change of mind—and by serving Christ 
through the boldness of his words and of the tes¬ 
timony which he would bear for Him. But al¬ 
though his wish might be well meant and sincere, 
it was not granted. He was required to depart 
from Jerusalem at once, and was sent to the pa¬ 
gans.—This fact not only shows how much higher 
the thoughts and ways of God are, than the 
thoughts and ways—even the purest and most 
noble—of men, but it also, specially, demon¬ 
strates that our sins are forgiven solely through 
God’s free grace, which we are to accept in all 
humility, without even remotely expecting to 
make an atonement or satisfaction ourselves— 
and that all that is expected of the sinner who 
has received grace, is unconditional obedience. 

i See the admirable exhibition of this subject in 
>a Costa, Apgseh ., etc., II. 172 ff.). 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vkb. 1. Men, brethren, and fathers.—It 
is the spirit of Christian gentleness that speaks. 
Although Paul saw none but persecutors and 
murderers before him, he nevertheless regarded 
them as brethren and fathers, on account of the 
covenant and the promises of God, and hence 
addressed them in these terms. 8uch a dispo¬ 
sition cannot be acquired by man's own power, 
but is wrought in him solely by the grace of Je¬ 
sus, who prayed to the Father for his murderers, 
even in the hour of death. It is dne of the char¬ 
acteristic features of the servants of Jesus. (Ap. 
Past.).—It is a striking proof of the strength 
and support which the peace of God imparted to 
Paul, that, amid the storm, he could address the 
Jews with such composure and kindness. (Rie¬ 
ger.). 

Yam. 2. And when they heard that he 
spake In the Hebrew tongue to them, 
they kept the more silence. —It is often the 
fault of preachers themselves, when men do not 
listen with attention to their words. They do 
not express themselves intelligibly, but adopt a 
style which betrays affectation, or is above the 
comprehension of the hearers. A teacher who 
is sincerely desirous of edifying, will always en¬ 
deavor to set forth the truth in the plainest and 
most intelligible language, and to apply it to the 
hearts of his hearers. The Saviour’s mode of 
teaching affords a blessed and most perfect ex¬ 
ample. (Ap. Past.).—None could take it amiss 
26 


[ of the Jews that they should so highly value 
I their language, in which God himself had spoken 
j to the fathers. And yet, they no longer under* 

I stood their own language; when God addressed 
them in it, their hardened hearts could no longer 
comprehend it.—God be praised for having, 
since the day of Pentecost, sanctified all the lan¬ 
guages of men, and for making himself more and 
more widely known through them, wherever men 
are willing to hear his voice. (Williger). 

Ver. 3. I am-a Jew, etc.—Paul seems, in 

the whole address, to speak only of himself; but 
in reality he shows forth the praises of Him who 
had called him out of darkness into his marvel¬ 
lous light [1 Pet. ii. 91. (Rieger).— Taught ac¬ 
cording to the perfect manner of the law, 
- - - and zealous toward God. —It is not 
enough to be well instructed in our religion; it 
is, besides, our duty to be zealous in its service; 
for Christ will spew the lukewarm out of His 
mouth [Rev. iii. 16]. (Starke).—We see in the 
case of Paul, that a man may be learned, ac¬ 
quainted with the Scriptures, and zealous toward 
God, and, at the same time, be an enemy and 
persecutor of Christ. Human science enlightens 
no man; titles and offices, even in the church, of 
themselves afford no evidence of true fellowship 
with Jesus. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 4. And I persecuted this way unto 
the death. —It was, doubtless, not without godly 
Borrow that Paul spoke of his former enmity 
against the Gospel. (Rieger).—A faithful witness 
of Jesus will not be ashamed to confess his for¬ 
mer sins, if he can, by that course, contribute to 
the honor of his Saviour, or gain the confidence 
and strengthen the religious hopes of humble 
believers. Such a confession is of special value, 
when it is made in the presence of men who are 
comnfftting the same sins, and who may the more 
easily be induced by such an example to change 
their course. (Ap. Past.).—So when Luther com¬ 
bated the Romish doctrine of merit acquired by 
works, he could appeal to his own practices of & 
former day; for if monkish austerity could have- 
ever saved the soul, he would have by such 
means obtained salvation.— Binding - - - men 
and women. —The chains which bound the 
apostle at that moment, no doubt reminded him 
of the time when he bound the disciples with 
chains. When we are afflicted, let us penitently 
ask ourselves, whether we did not perhaps our¬ 
selves bind the rods together, with which; the 
Lord chastises us. (Ap. Past). 

Veb. 5, 6. From whom also I received 
letters, etc.—With what accuracy Paul relates, 
after the lapse of *so many years, all the circum¬ 
stances connected with his extraordinary con¬ 
version! It shows not only that, at the time, be 
was fully conscious of all that occurred, but also 
that the grace which was then manifested, had 
made an indelible impression on his soul. Surely 
he who has passed from death unto life, can never 
forget what the Lord has done for him. The 
recollection and narration of these gracious ways 
of salvation, will afford pleasure to the redeemed 
in the mansions of heaven. (Ap. Past.).—Impor¬ 
tant changes of opinion and of convictions, in 
matters of religion, should be founded on an 
honest zeal for God. But many of those who in 
our day change their religion, could not abide 
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Bach a test; they sport with religion, as boys 
play with dice, and thus betray themselves—in 
their hearts they believe nothing! 1 Tim. iii. 7. 
(Starke).— About noon. —A light which could 
attract attention at such an hour, must indeed 
be regarded as one out of the common course of 
nature. (Williger). 

Vbr. 7. And I fell unto the ground.— 

Let him who desires to hear the voice of God, 
fall down, and humble himself in the presence of 
His majesty! (Starke.)— Saul, Saul, etc.—God 
begins the work of conversion by administering 
a rebuke to the inner man, Rom. ii. 15; 2 Tim. 
ii. 25. (id.).—The Lord now says to Jerusalem, 
by the mouth of his servant: “Why persecutest 
thou me ? 0 my people, what have I done unto 

thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify 
against me.” Micah vi. 8. (Besser). 

Vie. 8. Who art thou, Lord? etc.— Be¬ 
fore. our conversion, we do not know Jesus, but 
m conversion we begin to know him. 1 John 
ii. 4. (Starke). 

Vie. 9. And they that were with me, 
saw indeed the light, and were afraid.— 
When the natural man sees a ray of the divine 
glory, he is alarmed, and has indeed reason to 
tremble, for God is a consuming fire to all them 
that do evil. (Starke).— But they heard not 
the voice of him that spake to me. —We 
learn from ch. ix. 7, that Paul’s attendants heard a 
sound, but here we are informed that they did not 
understand it. There is a difference between 
hearing and understanding. Our hearers may 
listen to the sound of the words, but those alone 
who hear [and understand, Matt. xiii. 19, 28], 
the voice of the Son of God, shall live. (Ap. 
Past.). 

Vke. 10. And I said, What shall I do, 
Lord ?—Paul distinctly remembers that al¬ 
though he was miraculously converted, Jesus 
had directed him to obey the word which one of 
His servants would proclaim to him. The Lord 
awakens him in a direct and immediate manner, 
but nevertheless subjects him to the guidance 
and pastoral care of one of the least of the 
brethren, and conducts him simply in the ordi¬ 
nary way of salvation, in whioh others are com¬ 
manded to walk. (Ap. Past.). 

Vie. 11. Being led by the hand. —Here 
a certain mystery is also indicated, Isai. xl. 11. 
We are supported, on the road to heaven, by 
leading-strings, like children. (Starke). 

Ver. 12. Ananias, a devout man ac¬ 
cording to the law.—As Ananias was not only 
a devout man, but also, specially, held in great 
esteem by the Jews, he was, accordingly, well 
adapted to be employed as an agent by the Lord, 
in winning Paul, who had labored so xealously 
for Judaism, and in conferring a blessing on 
him. The Lord knows all his servants, and 
judges wisely respecting the work in which 
he can, with most advantage, employ any one 
among them. (Ap. Past.).—When these words 
were uttered, tie silence of the hearers became 
the more profound. (Besser). 

Vbr. 13. Brother Saut etc. — Paul cannot 
forget the gentleness, candor, and brotherly kind¬ 
ness with which Ananias came to his aid, at a 
time when his soul was greatly alarmed and dis¬ 
tressed. This case animates us to pray for graoe. 


that we may know how to speak a word in season 
to feeble and dispirited souls, and, with fraternal 
pity, to lead the sorrowing and distressed to 
Jesus for comfort; such is the great object and 
the most glorious work of the evangelical minis¬ 
try. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 14. The God of our fathers hath 
chosen thee. —Those who are to render special 
services to the Church, must receive their com¬ 
mission from heaven. (Starke). 

Ver. 14, 15. Know his will - - see that 
Just One - - be his witness unto all men. 
—Hence it appears that before we are properly 
qualified to be teachers and witnesses of the 
truth, a twofold preparation is necessary—first, 
to acquire a thorough knowledge of the will of 
God, derived from His word and from personal 
j experience; secondly, to have seen Jesus Him- 
| self by faith, and to have felt the power of flis 
word in our own souls. (Ap. Past.). 

Vbr. 16. Arise, and be baptised, and 
wash away thy sins. —We have here a noble 
testimony to the value whioh was assigned to 
holy Baptism by the pure apostolical church, it 
was not a mere external ceremony, but a mean* 
of grace for washing away sins, and was the first 
actual entrance into the church of Jesus. (Ap. 
Past.). 

Ver. 17. I prayed in the temple.— The 
illumination and the grace imparted in a direct 
and immediate manner to the apostle, had not 
the effect of estranging him from the temple. 
Precisely those prayers which he offered in the 
temple, were crowned by the Lord with a special 
revelation. And thus the example of the apostle 
rebukes all separatists, even when appearances 
seem to be in their favor. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 18. Make haste, and get thee 
quickly out of Jerusalem. —A mournful 
state of things exists, and a heavy judgment is 
indicated, when the divine voice says: “Hasten! 
Depart quickly!” Hoses ix. 12. (Starke). 

Ver. 19. And I said, Lord, they know, 
etc.—It often occurs that faithful servants of 
God imagine that a special blessing would attend 
their labors in a particular place, rather thin 
elsewhere. But God says: “Nay, thou errest!”, 
and sends them away from the spot where they 
wished to remain. (Ap. Past). 

Ver. 20. And when the blood of thy 
martyr Stephen was shed —As the apostle 
had sinned most grievously among the Jews, he 
now ardently desired to engage in labors that 
would be useful to them, and remove the offence 
which he had given, by serving as the instru¬ 
ment of the conversion of large numbers. Truly 
converted persons will always manifest such a 
zeal. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 21. And he said onto me. Depart 
—The counsel of God will always prevail, although 
men may honestly, bat ignorantly, object to it 
(Starke). 

Oh the whole section, veb, 1-21; comp, also 
ch. ix. 1 ff.— The sketch which Paul gives of his 
own life % or, The view which a servant of God takes 
of the course of his life: he looks back, I. With a 
grateftil remembrance of human benefactors, 
ver. 8; II. With a penitent confession of his own 
errors, ver. 4 ff.; III. With humble praise of tbo 
guidance of divine grace, ver. 6 ft; IV. With a 
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distinct consciousness of the work to which his 
life is to be consecrated, ver. 18 ff.— Paul's con¬ 
fession: “By the grace of God I am what lam” 

i l Cor. xt. 10), illustrated in the history of his life: 
. The advantages of birth and education which 
divine grace granted to him at the beginning, 
ver. 8. II. The ways of folly and sin, from 
which he was subsequently rescued by divine 
grace, ver. 4 ff. in. The ministry of peace and 
salvation, for which he was, ultimately, chosen 
and qualified by divine grace, ver. 14 ff.— The 
self-examination of a servant of God, a tribute of 
praise to divine grace; for, I. He possesses no 
merit of his own, ver. 1-6; II. He owes all to 
the grace of the Lord, ver. 6-21.— The heavenly 
light near Damascus , illustrating our own path 
through life: it sheds light, I. On the dark path 
of sin in which we have walked; II. On the 
blessed path in which the grace of the Lord met 
ns; III. On the Christian path of duty, in which 
the hand of the Lord guides us.— Paul's ordina¬ 
tion by Ananias , a mirror for preachers , ver. 12- 
16; it exhibits, I. The necessary qualifications 
of the preacher on assuming his office—know¬ 
ledge of the divine will, and personal experience 
of divine grace, ver. 14. II. The official duties 
of the preacher—to be a witness unto all men— 
by words and acts—of that which he has seen 
and heard, ver. 15. III. The divine aid on 
which the preacher can confidently depend—that 
grace which chose him, and which sustains him 
as an evangelical witness, ver. 14-16.— Paul , the 
apostle of the Gentiles , an impressive illustration of 
that divine wisdom which says:. “My thoughts are 


| not your thoughts” [Is&i. lv. 8]: L The thoughts 
of men would be adverse to his appointment; (a) 

[ his position in life—a Jew by birth, a Pharisee 
by education, ver. 4; (6) his views and feelings— 
before his conversion, a zealot for the law, ver. 
8, 4; after it, devoted to his people, ver. 17 ff.; 
(c) the will of men—the rage of the Jews, ver. 
22; the anxiety of the brethren, ch. xxi. 20. 
II. These hinderances were triumphantly over¬ 
come by the wisdom*of God; (a) it chose Paul 
from all eternity as the apostle of the Gentiles, 
ver. 10, 14; (6) it fitted him for his office by in¬ 
ternal and external experiences, ver. 6 ff., ver. 
17 ff.; (c) it attested his call by the noble results 
of his labors, ch. ix-ch. xxi.— The Lord's mode of 
replying to the objections of His servants , ver. 17- 
21: I. Even upright servants at times object to the 
commands of their Lord—from fear, (Jonah), or 
from modesty (Moses, Jeremiah), or from consci¬ 
entiousness (Peter, ch. x. 14), or from sympathy 
(Abraham—Sodom; Paul—Israel). II. Notwith¬ 
standing all these objections, the Lord repeats 
his command: “Depart”, and at length men 
praise Him, and confess: “The Lord hath done 
all things well!”— [Paul's address at Jerusalem, 
ver. 1-21, (illustrating the prominent features of 
the Christian’s mode of replying to undeserved 
reproaches): I. Calmness, ver. 1; II. Kindness 
of feeling, ver. 1, 8; III. Consciousnesss of his 
own human infirmities, ver. 4: IV. Candid state¬ 
ment of his opinions and motives; V. Appeal to 
facts, ver. 3 ff.; VI. Arguments derived from the 
word of God, ver. 6 ff.; VII. Firmness in obey¬ 
ing the call of duty; VIII. Faith.—T r.] 


B. —THE APOSTLE IS INTERRUPTED BY THE PASSIONATE CRIBS OP THE PEOPLE, AND IS IN DANGER Of 
BEING SCOURGED BY ORDER OF THE MILITARY AUTHORITY, BUT IS PROTECTED BY HIS ROMAN CITI¬ 
ZENSHIP. 

Chapter XXII. 22-29. 

22 And [But] they gave him audience [listened to him] unto this word, and then lifted 
np their voices [voice, r. <pa>si)v a& rd»v], and said, Away with sueha fdlow [such a one, 

23 rhv rotourov] from the earth: for it is [was 1 ] not fit that he should live. *And [But] 
as they cried out, and cast off [tossed up] their clothes [garments], and threw dust into 

24 the air, *The chief captain [tribune] commanded him to be brought into 1 the castle 
[barracks], and bade [said, efrrdn/] that he should be examined [tortured] by scourging; 
that he might know wherefore [ascertain for what reason] they cried so [thus, 8urw$] 

25 against him. *An<^as they bound him with thongs [But when they* stretched him 
out before the thongs], Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you 

26 to scourge a roan that is a Homan [a Roman citizen], and uncondemned ? *When the 
centurion heard that , he went and told the chief captain [tribune], saying, Take heed 
what thou doest; [saying, What art thou about to do?] 4 for this man is a Roman £a 

27 Roman citizen]. *Then the chief captain came [the tribune went to him], and said 

28 unto him, Tell me, art thou* a Roman [citizen] ? He said; Yea. *And the chief cap¬ 
tain [tribune] answered, With a great [For a considerable] sum obtained I this free¬ 
dom [this right of citizenship]. And [But] Paul said, But I was free born [But I 

29 was such already by birth]. *Then [Therefore, oftv] straightway they departed [with¬ 
drew] from him which should have examined [who were about (of yiXXovTsq) to tor- 
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THE ‘ACTS OP THE APOSTLES. 


tore 1 ] him: and the chief captain [tribune] also [om. also] was afraid, after he knew 

t had ascertained] that he was a Roman [citizen], and [om. and] because he had bound 
im. 

1 Ver. 22. All th* uncial manuscripts without exception [A. B. C. D. K. G. H., also Cod. »n.] exhibit the impute*, 
rix.: Ka&ijKtr. The participle, koJ^kov [of text, rec.] is found only in minuscules, sod is a later correction, as the meaaiaf 
of the imperfect wee not apprehended. 

* Ver. 24. [For iyeotou, of text. rec n with G. H., many recent editors read ct say*<r$eu, with A. B. C- D. B. Cod. Sin. Vuk. 
(induct.). —Ta.]_ 

• Ver. 26. The plural wpotreivar, or wpoHotror [for which forms see Wnrre, $ 13.1], is doubtless genuine; [found in A 
B. 0. D. E. G. Cod. Bin. Vulg.l The singular, rpo+rtivtv [of text, rec.], occurs only in some minuscules. [H. exhibits cporf» 
ruiw. The singular was substituted, as better suited to i x ( ^ a PX°* of ver - 24- (Meyer). The plural is adopted by recent 
editors generally.—Ta.) 

4 Ver. 26. 'Opa, [of text, rec.] before rt, is not so well attested, that it could be regarded as any thing else than a gkst 
[It Is found in D. G. but not In A. B. 0. B. Cod. Sin. Vulg. (Quid acturus esf)\ It is dropped by recent editors.—Tn.T 
4 Ver. 27. «t before av [of text, rec.] is supported by only one uncial manuscript [G.], whereas in nil the others [IB.C. 
D. X. II. Cod. Sin.], the question begins with ini. [Vulg. si fu. etc.—T e.] 

4 Ver. 29. [In ver. 24, fidortfir myrrdfeefi Is rendered by the English translators: that he should he examined by mer¬ 
ging { in the present verse, the 29th, er«rd£«u’ (net.), without pArr., u rendered: which should have examined. Hers thsj 
propose in the margin the word tortured for examined. See the Kxxo. note on the verse, below.—T e.] 


EXEGETIOAL AMD CRITICAL. 

Ykr. 22,23. And they gave him audience 
unto this word. —Paul's word that Christ had 
sent him to the Gentiles, aroused anew the fana¬ 
tical seal of his hearers. [“This word, not the 
word OentiUs - - for it is not the last word in £he- 
Greek sentence - - but the last part of Paul's dis¬ 
course, in which he undertook to justify his mis¬ 
sion to the Gentiles on the ground of an express 
divine command, etc." (Alexander).— Te.]. They 
interrupted him at this point by loud cries, whicl\ 
were intended to drown the sound of his voiee 
(fir^pcv r. <pvv.)- T dv rotoirrov, ». a man of such 
a character. Meyer understands the imperfect 
xa&yicev [see note 1, appended to the text, above. 
—Te.] as referring to the circumstances men¬ 
tioned in oh. xxL 81, when Paul was in danger 
of being killed; the sense would then be: “He 
should not have been rescued,—his life should 
not have then been saved." [“He should have 
long since been killed; non aebebat, or, debuerat 
w«m.” (Winer, Oram. | 41. a. 2.).—“Claudius 
Lysias should not have rescued him." ( Conyb. and 
H. II. 266, and n. 6.).—“The sense will then be, 

4 We were right at first, it was not fit that he should 
live, as we declared before.'" (Alex.).— Te.]. But 
the meaning rather seems to be: “He forfeited 
his lift long ago." Kpavydfriv indicates inarticu¬ 
late cries which the multitude uttered. ['P«rr. 
r. Iftar., “not throwing off their garments , as a pre¬ 
paration for stoning Paul (Grot., Mey.), for he 
was now in the custody of the Roman captain; 
but throwing them up, tossing them about, as a ma¬ 
nifestation and an effect of their inoontrollable 
rage." (Hackett).— Te.]. They tossed up their 
clothes, and threw dust into the air; by these 
wild gestures, which indicated their ftiry, they 
implied that they would themselves gladly accom¬ 
plish all that they meant, when they cried: “Away 
with him from the earth!" 

Vie. 24, 25. a. The chief captain com¬ 
manded. —The Roman commander was now 
satisfied that he could accomplish nothing under 
present circumstances, and, accordingly, gave 
directions that the prisoner should be conducted 
from the stairs (xxi. 89) on which he had stood 
while he was speaking, into the barracks, that 
is, into the interior of the tower of Antonia. 
[The tribune, who was unacquainted with the 
language of the country, did not understand the 
apostle, and could not comprehend the oause of 


the exasperation of the people, (de Wette).— 
Te.]. He concluded that the fury of Paul's 
hearers must have been aroused by some crime 
which he had committed, but not yet confessed; 
hence he commanded that the apostle should be 
beaten with a scourge, as an instrument of tor¬ 
ture, in order to compel him to confess ins crime 
(averd&tv, to put to the question). [Judicial torture, 
ror the purpose of eliciting a confession, has ac¬ 
quired a euphemistic name, the application of the 
rack, etc., being known in history as patting men 
to the question. (Alexander).—Flagra in habendis 
quaestionibus apud Romanos usitata eraut, e. f., 
Tag. Hist. IY. 27. 'A verd^eev, ut erd£en>, proprie 
significat inquirers, percontari, quocunque modo 
hoc fiat - - deinde notat per lormenta habere qum- 
tionem de aliquo, ut hoc loo.; hinc torquere, ut Sap. 
(2o^. EoA. Apocr.) ii. 19, ^aodvip erdoufiev avrbv. 
(Kuinoel).— Te.]. In consequence of this com¬ 
mand, the apostle was at once tied to a post, in 
order to be exposed to the blows of the scourge. 
Tlpoir. Toig Ifiaot cannot mean: 44 they bound him 
with thongs" (Luther, and others [Calvin, Vulg., 
Engl, version, etc.—T e.], as there would have, 
in that case, been no reason for prefixing the de¬ 
finite article to ipiot; these IpAvreq must neees- 
sarily be assumed to be identical with the ftdonytt 
mentioned in ver. 24, the scourge being, in fact, 
made of thongs. According to this interpretation, 
the definite article is very appropriately employed. 
They stretched him before the thongs (already 
mentioned), as the object towards which these 
were to he directed. [The repo in the verb, al¬ 
ludes to the position of the prisoner—bent for¬ 
ward, and tied with a sort of gear made of 
leather to an inclined post. (Alford). — 
stretched him out for the whips, i. e., in a suitable 
position for receiving them." (Alex.).—Tm.]. 
The plural, irpotreivav, refers to the soldiers who 
were ordered to inflict the punishment 
b. Is it lawful for yon, etc.—Before the or¬ 
der was executed, the apostle offered a protest 
in the form of a question, addressed to the centu¬ 
rion who superintended the proceedings. The 
question implies, as Chrysostom has already re¬ 
marked, that the law would be violated in two 
respects, if the scourging which had been or¬ 
dered, should actually take place. They would, 
in the first place, punish the prisoner before he 
had been tried and sentenced (oKardspcreo— 
pactrl^etv), for the scourging was actually a pun¬ 
ishment, and not simply a feature belonging to 
the trial; hence the beginning of the tfial would 
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litre been the infliction of the punishment. In 
the second place, Paul asserts his pririlege as a 
dvit Romanus; the Roman citizen was exempted, 
according to the lex Porda and the lege* Sem- 
pronut, from the punishment of scourging, even 
if he was convicted of a crime; scourging was 
the punishment of a slave. [On Paul’s Roman 
citizenship, see Exao. note on xvi. 85-40 a.— 
TrJ. 

Via. 26-29. When the centurion heard 
that. —The commander, after receiving the re¬ 
port of the centurion, came forward himself in 
order to inquire personally respecting the fhct 
that his prisoner was a Roman citizen. [“LyBias 
. was both astonished and alarmed. He knew full 
well that no man would dare to assume the right 
of citizenship if it did not really belong to him.— 
8uch pretensions were liable to capital punish¬ 
ment. Suet. Claud. 25.” ( Conyb . and H. II. 267, 
268).—“Thechiliarch was probably surprised that 
one of Paul’s appearance should possess the right 
at all,” etc. (Alexander).— Tr.]. 'Pu/x. el; 

fall of wonder, he asks in an emphatic manner: 
“PAoaart a Roman citizen ?” K cQaXawv literally 
means a capital. [“We learn from Dio Cassius, 
that the eitnta* of Rome was, in the early part of 
the reign of Claudius, sold at a high rate, and 
afterwards for a mere trifle.” (Conyb. loc. cit.). 
— 1 Tr.]. The alarm of the tribune arose from 
the circumstance that the act of fettering a Ro¬ 
man citizen was punishable by law, when it was 
done with violence, and before the proof was fur¬ 
nished that a penal* act had been committed. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. It was not so much Paul’s open and fearless 
confession of Jesus, viewed in itself, as his call 
to be the apostle of the Gentiles, that led to the 
interruption of his discourse, and to this out¬ 
break of deadly fury on the part of the people. 
It is precisely the prominent and peculiar feature 
of his mission, that subjects him to suffering. 

2. A Roman privilege protects the apostle of 
Christ; it had autonomically grown up in the 
way in which God suffered the Romans to walk 
(ch. xiv. 16). Such a privilege, enjoyed by a 
particular class, was altogether pagan and aris¬ 
tocratic in its character; still, it is now employed 
as the means for rendering a service to a messen¬ 
ger of God. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vice. 22. And they gave him audienoe 
unto this word. —The envy of the Jews now 
vents itself; they were unwilling themselves to 
enter the kingdom of God, and violently opposed 
the entrance of others—of the Gentiles [Mt. xxiii. 
18]. (Rieger).—Paul had delivered a very in¬ 
structive and powerful discourse; nevertheless, 
he accomplished nothing. Its results were mad¬ 
ness and fury, revenge and malioe, on the part 
of his hearers. This case teaches us to form our 
opinion of a sermon with great caution, and not 
to measure its value by its visible fruits. (Ap. 
Past.).— Away with auoh a fellow from the 
earth. —These were words of madness, which 


JC8us Himself heard from His people. We plainly 
see that the apostle did not exaggerate, when he 
said of himself and his brethren that they were 
regarded as the filth of the world, and as the off- 
scouring of all things [1 Cor. iv. 18]. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 23. Cast off tneir olothes, and threw 
dust into the air. —These were alarming pre¬ 
parations for the process of stoning [but see the 
Exeg. note on this passage.—T r.]. They still 
present, even in our day, an image^of man, when 
the madness of passion controls him. He rends 
his clothes, casts off the last remnant of shame 
and modesty, and exhibits himself, without dis¬ 
guise, in his brutal nakedness; he throws up dust, 
in order to sully all that is bright and beautiful, 
to pollute all that is noble, and to delude himself. 
—“It is dangerous to awaken the lion; the tiger's 
tooth is destructive; but the most terrible of all 
terrors, is—man in his delusion.” (Schiller). 

Ver. 24. Bade that he should be exa¬ 
mined by scourging; that he might know, 
eto.—During a tumult, the infliction of the punish¬ 
ment is usually the beginning of the trial. At 
such times, even wise men may commit serious 
errors. To scourge, and only afterwards inves¬ 
tigate the case—such is the practice of the world. 
It condemns that which it does not understand, 
and passes sentence on him whom it has not con¬ 
victed. But be of good cheer, 0 Christian, when 
this is thine own experience Another day of 
judgment awaits thee, when God Himself will 
judge, and when He will review and annul all 
those unrighteous sentences and decrees, which 
had here been passed. A very different decision 
will then be proclaimed. (Wisd. of Sol. vi. 4,6). 
—But thou, 0 earthly judge, consider the oase 
well, and adopt every precaution, if thou wouldst 
not have the burden of innocent blood on thy 
conscience. (Starke). 

Ver. 26. Ib it lawful, etc. ?—A Christian it 
at liberty to appeal to the law and to his rights, 
in order to escape unjust and violent treatment. 
When Christians are obliged to reside in the 
Roman empire—or in Turkey—they may, with a 
good conscience, appeal for protection to the 
laws of such countries, as far as these are sanc¬ 
tioned by God, and by nature, 1 These, v. 21. 
(Starke).—If such a privilege as citizenship, in 
any earthly kingdom, possesses this great value, 
how precious the privilege of the children of God 
must be, who have, in consequence of their new 
birth, become the citizens of heaven! [IIo/L'revxxa, 
Phil. iii. 20.— Tr.] 

Ver. 28. And Paul said. But I was free 

born.—Nor should the Christian despise the 
privileges and advantages of birth, but conscien¬ 
tiously avail himself of them, in promoting the 
honor of God, and the welfare of his neighbors, 
1 Cor. x. 83. (Starke). 

Ver. 29. And the ohief oaptain also was 
afraid, etc.—The whole multitude had cried: 
“Away with such a fellow, etc.” (ver. 22), and 
yet the apostle now inspires the chief captain 
himself with fear. Thus the Lord exalts his ser¬ 
vants, even when they seem to have been crushed. 
While they bear the image of the cross in humi¬ 
lity and ignominy, the image of the Saviour, 
which decorates them, invests them with such 
honor and authority, that even ungodly men are 
alarmed, and withdraw from them. (Ap. Past.). 
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On th* wholi section, ter. 22-29. — The 
apostle's danger , and hit deliverance: I. The 4&n- 
ger (a) originated in his testimony to the truth, 
Ter. 22, and comp. Ter. 18 and 21; (b) was caused 
bj the intolerant pride of the Jews; and fc) 
threatened a fatal issue, Ter. 22, 28. II. Tne 
deliTerance, was effected because (a) the Roman 
oommander was gorerned by a sense of justice, 
(b) the apostle possessed the privileges of a citi¬ 
zen, and (c) a new opportunity for Tindicating 
himself was afforded, ver. 80. (Lisoo.)— Righteous¬ 
ness exalteth a nation: but tin it a reproach to any 
people [ProT. xiv. 84]. (id.).— Paul t a model at a 
noble tufferer: I. By the manner in which he en¬ 
dures unaroidable sufferings; (a) he obserres 
silence, Ter. 22 ff.; ( b ) he forgives, Ter. 28; (c) 
he oalmly suffers, Ter. 24. II. By the manner 
in which he averts an unnecessary humiliation; 
(a) he does not seek martyrdom; \b) he cautions 
the magistrate not to abuse his power; (c) he re- 
tains, in its integrity, the consciousness of ^is 
dignity as a man. (id.).— The infuriated people of 
Jerusalem, an imprettive illustration of fanaticism: 
showing that fanaticism, I. Dishonors God, in 
whose serTice it claims to be zealous; II. Mal¬ 
treats the innocent, whom it has seleoted as its vio- 
thus; III. Degrades itself, by converting men into 
wild beasts, ver. 22, 28.— It it lawful for you to 
scourge a man that it a Roman, and uncondemnedf 
—a word proceeding from the mouth of God, as 
a warning addressed to tyrants; it reminds them, 
I. Of the inalienable rights of man; II. Of the 
sacred honor of the citizen; III. Of the inviolable 
dignity of the Christian.— The sacred character of 
a servant of Qod: I. When he is violently as¬ 
sailed, he may protest, with gentleness and hu¬ 
mility, ver. 26; comp. John xviii. 28. II. When 
he' is exposed to external ill treatment, the inner 


man remains inviolate, ch. vi. 15. IIL When he 
is trodden in the dust, he shall be crowned with 
eternal honor, Matth. v. 11, 12.— The inalienable 
nobility of the children of God: it is, L Acquired 
through regeneration, ver. 28; II. Attested by 
the Spirit of God, who bears witness with oar 
spirit, that we are the children of God [Rom. 
viii. 16]; III. Proved in trials and temptations, 
ver. 28 ff.; IV. Renewed in heaven, where they 
shall appear with Christ in glory. Col. iii. 4.— 
The exalted privileges of a citizen in the kingdom of 
God: I. He has no reason to fear the powers of 
the world; (Paul entertains no fear in the pre¬ 
sence of the Roman officer; the latter, on the 
contrary, fears him, ver. 29). II. The blows 
which the world attempts to inflict, e%nnot reach 
him; (a citizen of Rome could not be legally 
scourged; a citizen of Christ is not exempt, it is 
true, From the strokes of affliction and the scourge 
of persecution, but these neither pain nor dis¬ 
honor him). III. He is not bound by the judg¬ 
ment of the world; (Paul appeals from the com¬ 
mander, when governed by false impressions, to 
the same man, when he possesses a knowledge of 
the facts, and, ultimately, appeals to the emperor 
himself. The Christian appeals from the judg¬ 
ment of the world to the tribunal of his heavenly 
King.)— The Christian values , but dots not overvalue 
his civil rights: I. He does not scorn to avail him¬ 
self of the advantages connected with his birth, 
ver. 28, but he knows that they are of no value 
without nobility of soul. II. He does not sacrifice 
the rights which the law recognizes, ver. 25, but 
he claims them in a gentle and an humble spirit. 
III. He demands the protection of the govern¬ 
ment, ver. 26, but his confidence is primarily 
fixed on the Lord of lords, and King of kings, 
ver. 21. 


I 


C.—PAUL IS BROUGHT BBTORE THE GRBAT COUNCIL; HE MAKES HIS DBTENOB ; THE COMFORTING 
' PROMISE WHICH THE LORD GIVES HIM. 

Chapter XXII. 80. —Chapter XXIIL 11. 

[Ch. xxii. 30]. On the morrow, because he would have known [But on the fol¬ 
lowing day, wishing to know] the certainty wherefore [of that of which] he was ac¬ 
cused of [by] the Jews, he loosed him from his bands [he released him 1 ], and com¬ 
manded the cnief priests and all their [the] council to appear [assemble], and brought 
Paul down, and set him before them. 

[Ch. xxiii. 1.] And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, 
I have lived in all good conscience before God until [I have walked before Qod with 

2 all good consoience unto] this day. * And [Bat] the high priest Ananias commanded 

3 them that stood by him to smite him on the mouth. *Then said Paul unto him, 
God shall [will, /ilLlec] smite thee, thou whited wall: for sittest thou [wall: thou 
sittest] to judge me after the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the 

4 law [me, in violation of the law, to be smitten] ? *And [But] they that stood by 
6 said, Revilest thou God’s high priest? *Then said Paul [And (re) Paul said], I 

wist [knew] not, brethren, that he was [is, £<mv] the high priest: for it is written, 
6 Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people. *But when Paul peroeived 
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[[But as Paul knew] that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he 
cried out in the council, Men and brethren, 1 am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee 
[a son of Pharisees 3 ]: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in ques- 

7 tion [for the sake of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am judged!]. *And 
[But] when he had so said [said this, roDro], there arose a dissension between the 

8 Pharisees and Sadducees: and the multitude was divided. *Fgj: the Sadducees say 
that there is no resurrection, [and] neither 3 angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees con- 

9 fess both. *And [But] there arose a great cry: and the scribes 4 that were of the 
Pharisees’ part [cry: and scribes 4 of the party of the Pharisees] arose, and strove 
[contended], saying, We find no evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel hath 
spoken to him, let us not fight against God [man: but if a spirit hath spoken to him, 

10 or an angel? 5 ]. *And when [But as] there arose a great dissension, the chief captain 
[the tribune], fearing lest Paul should have been [might be] pulled in pieces of [by] 
them, commanded the soldiers to go [that the soldiers should come] down, and to take 
him by force [and snatch him] from among them, and to [om. to] bring him into the 

11 castle [barracks]. *And [But in] the night following the Lora stood by [came to] 
him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul Tom, Paul]: 6 for as thou hast testified of me in 
Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Borne. 


l Ver. 30. (ch. xxii.). [D. ia deficient from o* piX Aokw, ch. xxii. 29, to the end of the book.—Tx.] 'A *6 SeafiStv, 

after «A wrtv airby [of text, rec., with G. H.] is obviously & later addition; for the four oldest uncial manuscripts [A. B. G. 
B., also Cod. Sin., Vulg.] do not exhibit it.—Further, the same four manuscripts [A. B. C. E., with Cod. Sin., Vulg. (con- 
wotire)] exhibit the reading <rvr*X6*ty, whereas the others [O. H.] have the reading tAfaty [of text. rec.]. The latter is also 
a later correction, as it was supposed that the Jewish authorities had been directed to proceed to the quarters of the Ro¬ 
man commander. [See the Exeo. note.—In the same verse, oAok before t6 ovviS.. of text, rec., with G. H., is changed into 
war by recent editors, on the authority of A. B. C. E., Cod. Sin., Vulg. ( omne ).—Avrwr, after *vv*6 n of text. rec. with G. IL, 
is dropped by the same, on the same authority.— Tr. j 

* Ch. xxiii., ver. 6 . The reading, vibe ieopurauuy, is found in the uncial manuscripts A. B. C. [also, Cod. Sin.], in seven 
minuscules, the Syr. and Vulg.; also in Tert.; the reading [of text, rec., lound in E. G. H.], ♦apwrcuov, is, without doubt, a 
correction, as it was assumed that Paul referred solely to his father. Griesbach preferred the plural form; it has been 
▼ery properly adopted by Lach. and Tisch. [also Born, and Alb, while Scholz retains the singular.— Tr.] 

* Ver. 8 . [The text. rec. reads: fiifto dyycAo v, fv/fr* wrcvfta. with G. H., some minuscules and fathers; Lach., Tisch., and 

Alf.. change before £ 77 . into fiqre, on the authority of A. B. C. E (also Cod. Sin.)., some minuscules, etc. 8 e* the 

Exrg. note on the passage.— Tr.] 

* Ver. 9. a. The reading of the two latest uncial manuscripts, G. H., and of five minuscules, namely, ypafiftaTtic, with¬ 

out the article, seems to be genuine. Two uncial manuscripts [B. C (also Cod. Sin.).] read : ru*<t rwr ypafifiarimr ; in two 
others [A. E., and Vulg. (quidam Pharistenrum)] the reading is: rive* rmv ♦aptocuW. All such alterations were probably 
intended to explain or improve the original words [which, according to Lechler’s translation, he assumes to have been 
those found in text. rec~, excepting oi, which occurs in none of the uncials. This is the reading preferred by Tisch.; Lach. 
reads simply : nvit rmv ♦op. Alf. makes no change in the text rec. Moyer concludes with Born, that the genuine read¬ 
ing is probably the following: t. ypop/xarcW too flip, r hk ♦ap.—T r.] 

* Ver. 9. b. The concluding words: firf 6iofiax*n*v, alter ayy«Aoc, [of text, rec., with C (second correction!.G. H.] are 
wanting in the four most important manuscripts, of the first class [A. B. C (original). E., also Cod. Sin.], in three minus¬ 
cules, and five of the oldest versions; they should, in accordance with the opinion of Erasmus, Griesb., and most of the 
recent critics, be cancelled, as being simply a gloss derived from ch. v. 89. 

* Ver. 11. IlavAs after 0ap<m, is, according to external evidence, undoubtedly spurious. [It is found in C (second 
correction). G. H., but not in A. B. C (original). E., Cod. Sin., Vulg., etc.— Tr.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ch. XXII. 80. On the morrow.— Td ho<pates, 
i. e. f that which is certain or sure; Lysias wished 
to obtain information on which he could rely; 

the words: rd ri -’I ovdaiuv, are in apposition 

with the former [‘‘referring epexegetically to rd 
(Meyer).— Tr.]. Lysias did not in¬ 
vestigate the facts themselves, but wished to as¬ 
certain the precise charge which the Jews brought 
against Paul. He had hitherto learned nothing 
that was definite; he had only perceived that the 
Jews were excessively excited, and spoke of, Paul 
with tne utmost exasperation. The hierarchical 
authority of the Jews could, as he hoped, enable 
him to accomplish his design. His command 
that a meeting of the Sanhedrin should be held, 
demonstrates that the independence of the Jews, 
even in matters referring to the internal concerns 
of their religion, had been seriously impaired. 
The word oweX&elv implies that the members 
assembled in the ordinary council-room, whereas 
the reading kh&eiv, which is not well attested 
[note 1, appended to the text—T b.], assumes 


that they were required to meet at the abode of 
the Roman. Besides, Karayay&v (with which 
compare Karap6v y xxiii. 10), indicates a locality 
in the city itself, and not one in the interior of 
the tower of Antonia, which commanded the city. 
From the word Mvoev it appears that, although 
Lysias had at first felt some alarm, becauso he 
had illegally fettered a Roman citizen, he had, 
nevertheless, not freed Paul from his bonds, 
until he presented him to the Sanhedrin. [“Al¬ 
though he had been alarmed, he determined, in 
a spirit of defiance, to exhibit no signs of weak¬ 
ness to the Jews, by the immediate release of the 
prisoner.—K arayay&v, i. e brought him down 
from the tower to the council-room of the San¬ 
hedrin.” (Meyer).—T r.]. 

Ch. XXIII. 1. And Paul, earnestly be¬ 
holding the oounoil. —The apostle was now 
placed before the Sanhedrin, like the Redeemer 
himself, in the night which preceded his cruci¬ 
fixion, and like the first apostles, ch. iv. 7 ff.; v 
27 ff. *Arev/oaf, i. he steadfastly surveyed the 
assembly before him, with a calm and undaunted 
spirit. The address, hvdp. adt7.$oi, without irartpeq 
(as in xxii. 1), demonstrates that he fell himself 
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to be the equal of the persons before him. He 
commences the proceedings himself, for he had 
not been cited by the assembly, but had been 
placed before them by the Roman commandant. 
Hence they waited until the latter made his own 
statement; the apostle, on his part, speaks with 
great composure. He testifies that he had a 
good conscience, inasmuch as he had always 
fulfilled his duty to God in every respect; irdey 
oweiifjou aya&ij, in every respect, in every case, 
with a good conscience. HoXirebopat (which is 
equivalent to rempublicam gero, fungor magistrate 
in repub.) here implies: “I have performed my 
office with a good conscience r£ #ey;” the latter 
is dativus commodi, namely, “for God.*’ [“/ have 
r lived unto God, i. e., for his service and glory; 
see Rom. xiv. 8; Gil. ii. 19.” (Hackett).—T r.]. 
The usus loquendi furnishes no authority whatever 
for taking Tro?urevopai in an entirely abstract 
sense, as if it were equivalent to vitam mstituere , 
or, st gerert. 

Veb. 2, 8. a. The high priest Ananias. — 

He is also mentioned by Josephus ( Antiq . xx. 
6. 2; 6. 2 f.). He was the son of Nebedmus, 
and was appointed high priest by Herod, the 
king of Chalcis, in thO year A. D. 48: he proba¬ 
bly retained bis high office till towards the year 
CO, when Ismael, the son of Phabi, was made the 
high priest, shortly before the departure of the 
procurator Felix (Jos. Ant. xx. 8. 8).—Ananias 
was sent to Rome, in the year A. D. 62, by Quad- 
ratus, the governor of Syria, in order to defend 
himself before the emperor Claudius, in reference 
to certain acts of violence of which the Samari¬ 
tans accused the Jews (Jos. Ant. xx. 6. 2). 
This oircumstance led interpreters, at an earlier 
period, to believe that Ananias had, on that 
occasion, been deposed, and that, when Paul 
appeared before him, he was only temporarily 
administering the office, or, possibly, merely 
retained the honorary title of an ex-high priest 
(Eichhorn; Kuinoel). But Ananias pleaded his 
oause with entire success when he was in Rcyne, 
and then returned to Jerusalem, where he was, 
no doubt, allowed to retain his office without 
interruption. This is the opinion, among other 
recent writers, of Winer ( Realwort .), Wieseler 
( Chronol. d. apost. Zeitalters , 1848, p. 76 f. note), 
Meyer (Com.V and Ewald ( Ap. Zeitalter , p. 600). 

* Thus, other Historical records establish the faot 
that Ananias was at that time unquestionably 
the ruling high priest—a fact indicated by the 
designation 6 apxcepevq, ver. 2, 4. 

b. Commanded them that stood by him, 
etc.—(To*f rvapetrr. avr<p , those who stood at his 
(the high priest’s) side—servants, or officers of 
the court; comp. Lu. xix. 24. (Meyer).—Ta.]. 
Scarcely had Paul uttered the first words, when ] 
the high priest, to whom they seemed to betray 
audacity or hypocrisy, commanded those who 
stood by (probably officers of justice), to smite 
him on the mouth. But Paul replied to him 
with righteous indignation, and announced a di¬ 
vine retribution for that blow. [“Observe the 
position, (at the beginning of the reply) of the 
word rfavrecv, which, in a higher sense, returns 
to the high priest the blow that had just been re¬ 
ceived. It is an arbitrary assumption (Baumg.), 
that the command of the high priest was not exe- 
outed.” (Meyer).— Tr.]. The words riurreiv ai 


ptXksu, do not constitute an imprecation, as Kui- 
noel supposes. smite, literally, is (or it 

about) to emit*, the first verb denoting simple fu¬ 
turity - - - the idea of a (human) curse or im¬ 
precation is at variance with the very .form of 
the original.” (Alex.).—Tn.]. The expression 
toIx* KEKWLOfikve exposes the hypocrisy of Ana¬ 
nias; it contrasts the external splendor of the 
paint or lime on the surface of the wall with the 
interior parts, which consist of filthy clay. [“A 
whited wall is a familiar figure for a fair outside, 
behind which, or within which, all is foul and 
filthy. Our Saviour uses the still stronger 
image of a whited sepulchre , Matth. JtxiiL 27.” 
(Alex.).—T r.]. Great prominence is given to 
the inconsistency of the high priest, who pro¬ 
fesses to judge according to the rule of the Mo¬ 
saic law, and yet personally violates it, by ille¬ 
gally Eubjocting Paul to ill treatment. Red ov, 
i. e.. Thou too , as well as the rest, whereas, 
thou, as a judge, art specially bound to observe 
the law with strictness and conscientiousness. 
[“Kddp, for (Winer J 14. 4 ).—Tr.]. 

—That prophetical announcement was fulfills 
ten years afterwards, when Ananias, as one of 
the leaders of the loyal imperial party, was mur¬ 
dered, at the beginning of the Jewish war, by 
the insurgents [the sicarii]; Jos. Jewish War , IL 
17. 9. 

Vrr. 4, 6. Revilest thou, etc.?—To the 
charge that when Paul addressed such abusive 
language to the high priest of God, be offered an 
insult to the holy God himself, he replied, (for 
the purpose of justifying his course,) that he 
knew not that the person so addressed was the 
high priest. This answer has received various 
artificial interpretations, and its meaning has 
often been distorted. In some of these cases, 
the words “that he is the high priest” [bn 
harlv dp*.), in others “I knew not” (ovk gfav), 
have served as the basis of the explanation. 
The former have, by a forced interpretation, 
been represented as meaning that the apostle 
denied that Ananias was really the high priest, 
either because he had procured the office by 
money (Grotius), or because he really was not 
at that time the true high priest (Lightfoot). 
The meaning of the other words, in which Paul 
speaks of his want qf knowledge of the fact, has 
also been perverted by commentators, as if Paul 
intended to say: * I did not reflect that he is the 
high priest’ (Weistein, Olahausen, Ewald). Ac¬ 
cording to tnis view, Paul really retracts his 
words, as having been too hastily uttered, or, he 
means by owe ydetv: *1 do not admit that it is so’ 
(Augustine), or “I could not know—could not 
think that he is the high priest, since he has 
acted in a manner so unpriestly, and so entirely 
unworthy of a high priest” (Calvin, Meyer, 
Baumgarten). [Calvin says: Ego Augustino 
subscribens non dubito quin h®c ironica sit ex- 
cusatio, etc.— Tr.]. The cause which has led to 
these far-fetched explanations, was the apparent 
impossibility of believing that the words, if 
taken in their plain and direct sense, conveyed 
the truth, namely, that the apostle actually did 
not know that he who had given that unbecoming 
command, was in truth the high priest in office. 
There have, however, been interpreters, who 
adhere to the literal sense of the words—for in- 
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stance, Chrysostom; Beza. They appeal to the 
fact that the apostle had long been absent from 
Jerusalem, and hence could not personally know 
the high priest. If Ananias had been invested 
with the office at the time when Paul proceeded 
with the letters of the “high priest” (ix. 1, 2) 
to Damascus, in order to persecute the Chris¬ 
tians, it would be inconceivable that Paul should 
not now know the same man. But it has al¬ 
ready been fully demonstrated that Ananias did 
not obtain the office until the year 48, whereas 
the latest date that can possibly be fixed as that 
of Paul’s conversion, is the year 40 or 41. [See 
Exbg. note on ch. ix. 2.— Ta.]. Besides, the 
high priest could not be recognized by his ap¬ 
parel, when he was not engaged in performing 
his official duties in the temple. It is also quite 
possible that Ananias was not, at that moment, 
the presiding officer of the meeting, for the whole 
occurred, not at a regular session of the Sanhe¬ 
drin, but at one which had been unexpectedly 
appointed by the Roman tribune. Or, if Ananias 
even did act as the presiding officer, Paul could 
not know from that circumstance that he was 
also the high priest, for the latter was not al¬ 
ways or necessarily the nasi (president of the 
Sanhedrin). [“It should be remembered that 
the intricacy and confusion on these points—the 
many High Priests who had been successively 
put up and down by Roman intervention, etc.— 
is not necessarily the fault of the historian, but 
arises from the actual irregularities existing at 
this crisis of the Jewish history, etc.” (Alex.).— 
Tr.]. —Paul refers, in this connection, to a com¬ 
mandment of God (Exod. xxii. 28 [quoted ver¬ 
batim from the LXa. Exod. xxii. 27.—Tr.]), as 
one which he well knew and also revered—but 
without retracting his words. [“The quotation 
—is simply tantamount to saying, <1 know'the 
law that you refer to, but I am not guilty of its 
violation.’” (Alex.).— Tr.] 

Ver. & I am a Pharisee.—At this point the 
apostle quickly changes the course which he had 
hitherto pursued; a calm defence, such as he 
had begun in ver. 1, found no favorable hearing. 
[“ He had seen enough to be convinced that there 
was no prospect before this tribunal of a fair in¬ 
quiry and a just decision.” ( Conyb. and //. II. 
270).— Tr.]. The method which he now adopted 
in defending himself, and by which at least one 
party in the assembly before him might be won 
for his cause—the cause of Christian truth—was 
that of openly declaring that he was himself a 
Pharisee, and that his faith was allied to the 
Pharisaic doctrine. [“ Paul’s declaration that he 
was still a Pharisee, is as little untrue, as it was 
when he made it in Phil. iii. 5. He describes 
himself as a Jew, who, a* such, belonged to no 
other'religious society than that of the Phari¬ 
sees, and who, especially with regard to the doc¬ 
trine of the resurrection, adhered to the creed 
of the Pharisees (in opposition to the whole sys¬ 
tem of Sadduceeism), after its truth had been so 
fully established in the Person of Christ Him¬ 
self. His opposition to the doctrine of right¬ 
eousness by the law, to the hypocrisy, etc., of the 
Pharisees, and his anti-Pharisaic labors, did not 
refer to the sect per se, but to its moral and 
other errors. As a Jew, he continued to be a 
Pharisee, and, as such, was an orthodox Jew, in 


opposition to the Naturalism of the Sadduoees.” 
(Meyer).— Tr.1. —When he calls himself “a son 
of Pharisees,” he refers to his father and ances¬ 
tors, and implies that he was .not the first of 
his family who adopted Pharisaic views and sen¬ 
timents, but had already received them by in¬ 
heritance. [ A son of Pharisees, see note 2, ap¬ 
pended to the text.— Tr.]. He adds, that he 
was in reality placed before the tribunal for the 
sake of the hope and resurrection. The 
words reepl tkretdog k ai avaardoeo^ ve/epfiv, are 
commonly explained as an heudiadys, equivalent 
to “hope of the resurrection;” this is the opinion 
of Bengel, Meyer, Baumgarten. But a better 
and more complete sense may be obtained by 
taking each of the terms separately, thus: 4 for 
the sake of the hope,’ that is, the hope of re¬ 
demption—of the Messianic promise given to 
Israel, 4 and for the sake of a resurrection of the 
dead.’ The latter words may then be directly 
referred to the resurrection of Jesus, whereas, 
if they are inseparably connected with eknlc, the 
future resurrection only can have been meant; 
and yet the resurection of Jesus was, no doubt, 
the subject which primarily presented itself to 
the mind of the apostle. 

Ver. 7-9. And when he had ao said. — 
The multitude [“ the whole mass or body of 
the Sanhedrin itself, as distinguished from the 
parties into which it was divided ” (Alex.).— Tr.] 
had previously united in.assailing Paul; but it 
was now divided (koxto&rj), so that the Pharisees 
and the Sadduoees contended with each other. 
The contention grew louder and more violent 
[Kpavyr) peydkjj, ver. 9; reokMj ordoic, ver. 10), in¬ 
somuch that the Roman tribune, who was alarmed 
by the danger which threatened his prisoner, or¬ 
dered the soldiers to conduct the latter away. 
Here Luke explains the difference between the 
doctrinal views of the Pharisees and those of the 
Sadduoees, for the purpose of enabling his read¬ 
ers to comprehend the cause of the difficulty which 
had arisen between men, who had previously acted 
in concert. The latter denied, on the one hand, 
the resurrection, and, on the other, the existence 
of an angel or spirit. (The reading prjdl—pyre 
should be retained, for critical reasons. [But 
see note 3, appended to the text, above.— Tr.]. 
The former, prjdk, introduces a second class of 
conceptions, generically different from the pre¬ 
ceding (avdoraoiv); the latter, pyre, connects with 
it objects that are similar, in so far as rerevpa, 
an incorporeal spirit, and dyyekog are, essentially, 
homogeneous). The Pharisees, on the contrary, 
oonfess both. CAptpdrega, i. e., in so far as 
the resurrection of the body, on the one hand, 
and the existence of a pure spirit, e. g., angels or 
departed souls, on the other, constitute two dis¬ 
tinct categories). [On pride—pfire in this pas¬ 
sage, see Winer : Gram. N. T. $ 55. 6. —Alford, 
who differs from Lechler, says: “The former 
pf/re has been altered to pydl to suit ra apfdrepa, 
because with dvaar. pfjfre dyy. pdjre rev. three things 
are mentioned;—whereas, if prjdt is read, the two 
last are coupled, and form only one. But rd doc* 
is used of both things , the one being the resurrec¬ 
tion, the other, the doctrine of spiritual existences; 
the two specified classes of the latter being com¬ 
bined generically.”—On the doctrines of the two 
sects, see Jos. Ant. XVIIL 1. 4. Pel. Jud. 11. 8w 
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14.— Te.1. Indeed, several scribes [see note 4, 
appended to the text, above.— Tr.] of the Phari¬ 
saic party, espoused the cause of Paul. This 
party consisted both of learned, and of unlearned 
men; the former were the speakers. They spoke 
of Paul, personally, in favorable terms, as a man 
who could not be charged with any offence, and, 
moreover, expressed the opinion that it was quite 
possible that he had received a revelation. The 
sentence: ei - - byyeXoc, terminates abruptly, [//# 
deofiax&fiEv being cancelled by recent editors; see 
note 6 appended to the text, above.— Tr.]; it 
either states, affirmatively, the condition, with¬ 
out adding the apodosis, or it is a question, the 
reply to which the opponents are expected to fur¬ 
nish. f “ The question is an aposiopesis (comp. 
John vi. 62; Rom. ix. 22,) implying, but not ex¬ 
pressly saying, that if such are the facts, they 
are very serious.” (Meyer).—“Undoubtedly, a 
designed aposiopesis. A significant gesture or 
look towards the Sadducees expressed what was 
left unsaid.” (Hackett). Winer (Oram. J 64 II.) 
does not decide whether the words were pro¬ 
nounced affirmatively or interrogatively, and adds 
that it is doubtful whether an aposiopesis is here 
to be assumed, or whether the sentence waB sim¬ 
ply left unfinished on account of a sudden inter¬ 
ruption, comp. ver. 10.—“The sentence was left 
incomplete or unheard in the uproar.” (Conyb. 
and II. II. 271). In all these cases the words py 
tieofi. are assumed to be a later addition. —Tr.]. 
There can be no doubt that the words: but if a 
spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, re¬ 
fer to Paul’s statement in ch. xxii. 6 ff. respect¬ 
ing the appearance of Jesus, except that the Pha¬ 
risees conceived of the appearance of an angel, 
or the manifestation of a spirit, in their own way. 

Ver. 10. And when there arose a great 
dissension. —The excitement continued to in¬ 
crease, until at length the tribune became appre¬ 
hensive that Paul would be pulled in pieces 
by the parties (diaanaodi) implies that while some 
took hold of him in order to protect him, others 
seised him in wrath, and thus he was dragged to 
and fro.). Hence he ordered that the military 
force which he commanded (arodrevpa) should 
descend from the tower, secure the person of the 
prisoner, employing even violent measures, if 
the assembly resisted, and re-conduct him to the 
barracks. The commander, who did not desire 
to wound the feelings of the hierarchs, had, doubt- 
less, directed the soldiery to remain in the tower, 
and had come to the meeting attended only by 
an orderly officer. 

Ver. 11. And the night following. —The 
revelation of Jesus Christ was probably made 
through the medium of a vision in a dream. Paul 
saw the Lord standing by him, and heard his 
cheering words of promise.—Eif 'I epowraAfyi —elf 
•P 6urjv, i. «., he was directed to go to both cities, 
ana address his testimony to (elf) both—the one 
being the religious, the other, the political capi¬ 
tal of the world, at that time. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. When the apostle declares that he has a good 
conscience, he does not so much refer personally 
to himself as an individual, as rather to Ate call¬ 
ing m an apostle of the Gentiles. He was bound 


more solemnly than ever, when he stood in the 
presence of the highest court of the hierarchy 
of Israel, not to be ashamed of his office; and he 
did, openly and gladly, acknowledge it. He ap¬ 
pealed to God (r<f> de£)—to that divine grace and 
that divine approbation, which were decisive, 
even though men Bhould sternly condemn his 
conduct. He had, no doubt, chiefly those years 
of his life in view, which followed his conversion; 
still, his testimony does not refer exclusively to 
that period; he says in substance that, as a Chris¬ 
tian, he served God as sincerely and zealously, as 
at any previous period. 

2. The distinction between the office and the 
person who is invested with it, was placed by 
Paul in a very clear light, both when he so quick¬ 
ly addressed Ananias, on being subjected to such 
ill treatment, ver. 8, and when he justified the 
words which he had uttered, ver. 5. The office 
required the president and every member of the 
court to observe the law with the strictest con¬ 
scientiousness; but here the person, the office¬ 
bearer, most grossly violated the law, ver. 8. His 
personal act unquestionably justified any one 
who refused to recognize him as the holder of 
such a sacred office. This is the decision of the 
Holy Ghost, who applies the standard of right* 
and truth to the person, however exalted his po¬ 
sition may be, and recognizes no man as infalli¬ 
ble, whether found in cathedra, or in the midst 
of a general church council. 

8. The declaration of the apostle, ver. 6, that 
' he was a Pharisee, is frequently represented as 
having been dictated by worldly wisdom, as it 
enabled him to divide the assembly, and to de¬ 
rive personal advantage from party interests. 
Divide ei impera. But it was assuredly not his 
object to secure himself and his personal inter¬ 
ests; he was influenced solely bv a regard for 
the sacred cause of the truth, and for the honor 
of Christ. He availed himself of the party dis¬ 
tinctions existing between the Pharisees and Sad¬ 
ducees, simply as the means of obtaining a hear¬ 
ing for the truth, to which the minds of all had 
hitherto been entirely closed. And he gained 
this object by declaring that he was himself a 
Pharisee, and was brought before the tribunal 
on account of a doctrine which constituted the 
centre of gravity in the Pharisaic system. He 
pursues here the same course which he adopted 
when he combated paganism [see the author’s 
Exeg. notes, and Doct. views, ch. xvii. 16-34. 
—Tr.] ; he selects those principles which are al¬ 
lied to Christianity—Israel’s hope of a Messiah, 
and faith in the resurrection of the dead. The 
result, indeed, shows that the Pharisees ap¬ 
proached more nearly to the truth, than their 
opponents. 

4. How far was Paul justified in saying that kt 
had not merely been , but that he still teas, a Phari¬ 
see? It has been supposed by some that his lan¬ 
guage involved an untruth. But when we reflect 
on the relation in which he stood to the whole 
system of the Sadducees (and it is precisely in 
view of their adverse positions that he speaks), 
it is evident that he could, with entire truth, as¬ 
sert that he had not changed, that he still was a 
Pharisee, that he held strict views of that holi¬ 
ness and righteousness which availed before God, 
and that, as to the hope of Israel and the resur- 
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ration, he was a firm believer; indeed, the rich¬ 
est blessing which existence could afford him, 
was the fulfilment of that earnest hope which the 
devout Pharisee entertained. And with respect 
to the points in which he differed from the Pha¬ 
risees, he says to them, as he had once said to 
the pagan Athenians: “That which ye seek, but 
do not understand, I have; I know it; 1 declare 
it unto you.’* In this sense the remark may be 
appropriately repeated, which Bengel makes in 
another connection, on ver. 1: [In pristino statu, 
quanquam in errore versabatur, conscicntise 
fuerat obsecutus, neque quicquam commiserat, 
cur in foro externo reus fieret.l Nunc, quum 
bona vetera non abjecit, sed meliora accepit, ex 
pr&senti statu lux in pristinum sese refundebat. 

6. The revelation of Christ, ver. 11, alike com¬ 
forted and strengthened Paul. Even while he is 
involved in very great danger, a most brilliant 
prospect is opened before him. It had long ago 
appeared to him to be the highest object of life, 
to be permitted to preach the Gospel in Rome, 
ch. xix. 21; and that permission was now granted. 
—All the purposes of the Redeemer in reference 
to him, as revealed at the period of his conversion, 
through Ananias, were rapidly approaching their 
fulfilment, although under the sign of the cross, 
seeing that he would be required to suffer much 
for the sake of the name of Jesus (ch. ix. 15, 16). 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Tee. 1. And Paul, earnestly beholding 
the council. —Such a glance Solomon had al¬ 
ready cast on places of judgment, where ungodly 
men and wickedness prevail, Eccl. iii. 16; and 
such expressive glances are mentioned in the 
history of the life of our blessed Saviour, Luke 
xx. 17; Mark iii. 5; xi. 11. Paul's heart was, 
no doubt, deeply affected as he surveyed the 
scene before him; he thought of the fall of his 
brethren according to the flesh, whose Great 
Council was governed by such principles: he 
thought-, too, on his own election and calling, by 
which he had been delivered from the bonds of 
darkness, and in consequence of which he would 
never again be obliged to apply for letters and a 
commission (ix. 3) to such a council. (Rieger).— 
I have lived [walked] in all good con¬ 
science before God until this day. —Those 
who are rebuked by their own conscience, do not 
usually lift up their eyes, as Paul here does, but 
cast them down. (Starke ).—A good conscience be¬ 
fore God, proceeds, I. From true faith in Christ, 
by which the remission of sins is obtained; II. 
From the assurance of divine grace and eternal 
life; III. From the renewal of the Holy Ghost, 
unto a new life and walk; IV. From the faithful 
performance of the duties of our calling, (id.).— 
It is true that many appeal to their good con¬ 
science, because no man can actually look into 
it; many, too, mistake a sleeping for a good con¬ 
science. (id.). 

Ver. 2. To smite him on the month. —In 
this mode of suffering, too, Paul was an image 
of the suffering Jesus, who, in the days of his 
Borrow, was smitten on the cheek because he 
witnessed a good confession (1 Tim. vi. 18) be¬ 
fore the high priest (John xviii. 22). (Ap. Past.). 
—How many shameful blows on tne face devout 


believers still receive, partly, by being reviled, 
partly, by not being allowed to speak, the truth, 
and to rebuke the wicked ways of the world! Job 
xvi. 10; 1 Kings xxii. 24; Acts v. 28. (Starke). 

Ver. 8. God shall smite thee, thou whited 
wall. —Here was one of those whited sepulchres 
mentioned by the Lord Himself, Mt. xxiii. 27.— 
We have here a striking instance of an uncon¬ 
verted teacher. Ananias held the sacred office 
of high priest, and, perhaps, when viewed ex¬ 
ternally, his gray hair and white priestly gar¬ 
ments, gave him even a venerable appearance; 
but internally, his heart was full of rage and 
deadly hatred, of injustice and tyranny. Our 
sacred offices, ecclesiastical titles, and priestly 
dignities, are nothing else than a white lime 
which conceals the internal uncleanness of the 
carnal heart. But no attempt at concealment is 
of avail before God, and even in the presence of 
men the loose lime sometimes fails to adhere. 
(Ap. Past.).—No doubt when Paul’s conduct is 
compared with the calmness, gentleness, and 
self-denial of Jesus (John xviii. 23), his warmth 
of temper becomes evident. Still, we ought not 
to be too rigid in forming a judgment respecting 
the apostle. It is true that in our excessively 
refined age, the servants of Christ cannot commit 
a greater sin than when they exhibit impetuosity; 
the remark is at once made that they should have 
been more circumspect. This may be true; but 
then, let it be considered that they have exposed 
themselves to every danger, and, weak as they 
are, chose their position at the front of the army. 
It is surely better to be unskilful advocates of 
the Lord, than, through excessive caution, to re¬ 
sign the whole work to others. It may be also 
remarked, that if Luther, for instance, had beeh 
in Paul’s place, he would have spoken with far 
more severity. (Williger). 

Ver. 5. I wist not that he was the high 
priest. —It ought to be observed that it was quite 
possible that, amid the tumult, Paul should not 
have known or recognized the person of the high 
priest; for, at that time, the office had been ex¬ 
posed to such vicissitudes, that it could not al¬ 
ways be known who was really invested with it. 
Hence Paul might have regarded Ananias as a 
Jewish elder and judge, without actually know¬ 
ing that he was at that time the presiding high 
priest. However, even if it should be assumed 
that Paul did know him, his words could not 
have been intended to imply more than that, 
while he revered the office, he rebuked the person 
who so unworthily administered it. (Ap. Past.). 
—It would, however, be an abuse to quote the 
conduct of Paul for the purpose of justifying .vio¬ 
lent human passions, or the maxims of a false 
political wisdom, Titus i. 7. (Starke).—If 8t. 
Paul in this manner assails the priest, who was 
appointed by the law of Moses, why should I 
hesitate to assail these painted bishops and masks 
that come from the pope, without any authority 
derived from God or from men? (Luther). 

Ver 9 6. I am a Pharisee, etc.—Here Paul 
stands as a sheep in the midst of wolves; he is, 
therefore, wise as a serpent, Matt. x. 16. (Starke). 
—And yet, he did not renounce the harmlessness 
of the dove. He still belonged to the Pharisees, 
not only on account of his education and earlier 
life, but also on account of his present position 
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as a believer, in so far as, in contradistinction 
from the frivolity of the Sadducees, he main¬ 
tained, with the Pharisees, the authority of the 
divine law, and believed in the resurrection. 
This was the common ground occupied by them 
and by him, and he desired to guide them still 
farther, until he had conducted them to the Gos¬ 
pel.— The hope of the fathers, fulfilled by the ap- 

earance of Christ; and, the resurrection of the 

ead, sealed by the resurrection of Christ—the 
two fundamental themes of the preaching of 
Paul. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 7. And the multitude was divided. 
—Here again we see the wisdom of God, in pa¬ 
tiently permitting so many forms of religion to 
exist. If the whole world were of one mind, the 
truth would soon be crushed. But now, while 
one sect contends with another, divine truth finds 
an opportunity to speak. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 9. We find no evil in this man.— 
Human passions were violently inflamed; never¬ 
theless the wisdom of God accomplished its great 
design. He rules in the midst of his enemies 
[Ps. cx. 2.1. Some—says Paul (Phil. i. 16, 18), 
—preach Christ, who are influenced by hostile 
feelings; still, if Christ is preached, whatever 
the motive may be, I will rejoice. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 10. And when there arose a great 
dissension, the ohief oaptain, fearing, etc. 
—When the people of God are in great distress, 
He can always send them guardian angels, even 
though these should be heathen soldiers. 
(Starke).—It may easily be conceived how great 
a stumbling-block this division was to the hea¬ 
then officer. (Rieger).—And still, in our day, 
when Christians, in their religious disputes, pull 
one another in pieces, thejr conduct must give 
offence to heathens. 

Ver. 11. And the night following, the 
Lord stood by him.— The danger was great, 
but the comfort, too, was great. (Starke).—The 
consolatory words of the Lord, must, on this oc¬ 
casion, have been of special value to the apostle. 
He may, himself, have felt but little satisfied with 
the witness which he had borne in Jerusalem, 
partly, on account of the result, and partly, on 
account of the manner of his defence. Such 
thoughts and doubts, to which, more than to any 
other cause, the sleepless nights of a servant of 
God are due, were dispelled by the words of the 
Lord: ‘Be of good cheer; 1 am satisfied with thy 
testimony; thou hast done what thou couldst do; 
the result did not depend on thee; thou hast not 
interfered with my ways and purposes; thy wit¬ 
ness in Jerusalem is at an end; now go to Rome.' 

(Wllliger).—The rest of the book, after ch. xxiii., 
is occupied with the apostolical testimony which 
Paul bore in Rome. Now if the defenders of the 
primacy of Peter could have found all these state¬ 
ments, or even only the half of them, made in 
reference to Peter, what a great stress they would 
lay on the circumstance! (Bengel). 

On the whole section, ver. 1—11.— The ene¬ 
mies of the Gospel , condemning themselves: I. By 
the injustice of which they are guilty, ver. 2 ff.; 
II. By their internal disputes, ver. 6 ff. (Lisco). 
— The hope of the resurrection, the crown of Christi¬ 
anity : I. The force of Paul’s defence depends on 
the truth of the doptrine of the resurrection; II. 
That doctrine is sustained by the sure foundation 


of divine truth, (id.).— The excited feeling which 
Paul displayed before the council: L The cause, 
ver. 1, 2; II. The manner in which he controlled 
I it, ver. 8-6. (id.).— The true mode of combining the 
simplicity of the children of God with the wisdom of 
the children of this world: I. The simplicity of the 
ohildren of God, by a*candid confession of our 
infirmities, ver. 8-6; II. The wisdom of the chil¬ 
dren of this world, by availing ourselves of those 
circumstances by which our object may be gained, 
ver. 6-10. (id.).— The comfort of a good conscience, 
ver. 1; I. The source from which it proceeds; 

(а) justification by faith; (6) earnestness in fol¬ 
lowing holiness [Heb. xii. 141; II. The support 
which it affords: (a) it enables us to labor with 
diligence; (6) it enables us to suffer with hope 
and joy.— Paul's defence before the council , or. The 
true spirit of a witness: a spirit, I. Of manly cour¬ 
age, ver. 1-8; II. Of childlike humility, ver. 4, 
6; III. Of calmness and prudence, ver. 6; and, 
at the same time, IV. Of candor and simplicity, 
ver. 6, (for Paul speaks nothing but the truth). 
—Even when a servant of God exhibits nothing but 
carnal zeal , he shows what manner of spirit he is of 

Luke ix. 65]: I. By the cause which provokes 

is teal (it is iniquity that arouses him, and jus¬ 
tice and truth for which he is zealous). II. By 
the manner in which that seal manifests itself 
(even in anger, he forgets neither his own dignity, 
nor his reverence for God). III. By the victory 
which he gains over it (he confesses it, when his 
composure is restored, and firmly controls it— 
Parallel cases in Luther’s life and writings).— 
Jesus and Paul before the Great Council, or, Tht 
Master and the disciple before unjust judge*: I. The 
points of resemblance between them; (a) both 
are undeservedly exposed to shame, (ver. 2, sad 
comp. John xviii. 22); (6) both maintain the dig¬ 
nity which heaven had bestowed (ver. 8, and 
John xviii. 23). II. The points in whieh the 
Master is above the disciple; (a) the holy self- 
consciousness of Jesus (John xviii. 20, 21), is 
more than Paul’s good conscience (ver. 1); (5) 
the gentle reply of Jesus (John xviii. 28), is more 
heavenly than Paul’s human vehemence (ver. 81! 
—The best advocates of a servant of God before the 
tribunal of an unjust world: L The comfort of a 
good conscience in hiB own breast, ver. 1; II. The 
curse of a bad cause in the ranks of his enemies, 
ver. 8, 6-9; III. The sympathy of unprejudiced 
and hoqest men of the world, ver. 10; IV. The 
gracious testimony of a righteous Judge, in heav¬ 
en, ver. 11.— The call from heaven: *Be of good 
cheer , Paul! 7 , a source of comfort for all the fastis- 
ful servants of Christ: I. It consoles them when 
the world uiyustly condemns. IL It indemnifies 
them, when their office exposes them to reproach; 
III. It soothes them when their own conscience 
is troubled; IV. It endows them with strength 
for future contests (‘Thou must bear witness also 
at Rome.’).—[Ver. 8. Faith in the invisible world: 
I. The invisible world; (a) the future judgment; 

(б) the eternal happiness of the redeemed; (e) 
the eternal misery of the impenitent. IL The 
grounds of our faith in it; (a) reason sustains it; 
(6) the word of God establishes it; (c) the resur¬ 
rection of Christ confirms and iDusiraiee it, 
III. The influence of that faith; (a) on the mind 
and heart; (b) on the conscience; (c) on the out¬ 
ward walk.—T b.]. 
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SECTION III. 

PAUL IS CONVEYED FROM JERUSALEM TO CESAREA, AND THERE SPEAKS IN DE¬ 
FENCE OF HIMSELF BEFORE THE ROMAN PROCURATOR FELIX, AND, SUBSE¬ 
QUENTLY, BEFORE HIS SUCCESSOR FESTUS, AS WELL AS BEFORE KING AGRIPPA II. 

Chapter XXIII. 12— XXVI. 82. 

A.— A CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE LITE OP PAUL HAYING BEEN DISCOVERED, HE IS SENT, POR THE 
SAFETY OP HI8 PERSON, TO CE8AREA, WHERE HE IS PLACED IN THE CHARGE OP FELIX, THE ROMAN 
PROCURATOR. 

Chapter XXIII. 12-85. 

12 And [But] when it was day, certain of the Jews [day, the Jews 1 ] banded to¬ 
gether [combined], and bound themselves under a curse [themselves oy an oath 1 ], 
saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had [should have] killed Paul. 

13 *And they [But there] were Inore than forty which had [forty men who] made this 

14 conspiracy. *And they [These] came to the chief priests and elders, and said, We 
have bound ourselves under a gi*eat [solemn] curse, that we will eat [taste] nothing 

15 until we have slain Paul. *Now therefore ye with the council signify [give notice] 
to the chief captain [the tribune] that he [should] bring him down unto you to mor¬ 
row [ om. to morrow*}, as though ye would inquire something more perfectly [as if ye 
were about to inquire more thoroughly] concerning him [into his case] : and we, or 
ever he come near, are ready to kill him [but we are ready to kill him, before he 
comes near.] 

16 *And when [However (<*£),] Paul’s sister's son heard of their lying in wait, he 

17 [of the plot, and] went and entered into the castle [barracks], and told Paul. *Then 
[But] Paul called one of the centurions unto Aim, and said, Bring this young man 
unto the chief captain [tribune] : for he hath a certain thing [something] to tell him. 

18 *So he took him, and brought him to the chief captain [tribune], and said, Paul the 
prisoner called me unto him , and prayed [asked] me to bring this young man unto 

* 19 thee, who hath something to say unto thee. *Then [But] the chief captain [tribune] 

took him by the hand, and went with him aside privately [withdrew to a private place], 

20 and asked Atm, What is [it] thht thou hast to tell me? *And [But] he said, The 
[That the] Jews have agreed [together] to desire thee that thou wouldest bring down 
Paul to morrow into [before] the council [chief council, r 6 auvidptov'], as though they 
would inquire somewhat of him more perfectly [as if the council would 4 institute a 

21 more thorough investigation concerning him]. *But do not thou yield unto [thou be 
persuaded thereto by] them: for there lie in wait for him of them more than forty men, 
which [who] have bound themselves with an oath [as in ver. 12], that they will neither 
eat nor drinlc till they have killed him: and now are they ready, looking for a promise 

22 from thee [waiting for thy promise]. *So the chief captain then let the young man 
depart [Then (6 piv ofiv £.) the tribune dismissed the young man], and charged Atm, 
See thou tell no man that thou hast shewed these things to me [charged him to tell no 
one, that he had disclosed this to him, itp6q juc]. 

23 And he called unto him two [of the, dOo rivas rwv £x.1 centurions, saying, Make 
ready two hundred soldiers to go to Cesarea, and horsemen three score and ten [seventy 
horsemen], and spearmen [and of light-armed men] two hundred, at the third hour of 

24 the night; *And provide them [And they were also to provide] beasts, that they may 

‘25 [might] set Paul on, and [to] bring Aim safe [in safety] unto Felix the governor. *And 

26 he wrote a letter after this manner: ^Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent [the 

27 noble] governor Felix sendelh greeting. ♦This man was taken of [seized by] the Jews, 
and should have been killed of [and was on the point of being killed by] them : then 
came I with an army [with the soldiery (rip (npareupart, as in ver . 10)], and rescued 

28 him, having understood [learned] that ne was a Roman [citizen]. *And when I 
would have known the cause wherefore [And as I wished to ascertain the grounds on 
which] they accused him, I brought him forth [down, xanjyaYov] into their council: 
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29 *Whom I perceived to be accused [only on account] of questions of,their law, but to 

30 have nothing laid to his charge worthy of death or of bonds [imprisonment]. *And 

[But] when it was told me how [om. how] that the Jews laid [that they* would lay] 
wait for the man, I sent [him] straightway to thee, and gave commandment to his 
[gave notice to the] accusers also to say before thee what they had against him. Fare¬ 
well [that they should speak before thee (om. what they.Farewell)*]. 

31 *Then the soldiers, as it was commanded them, took Paul, and brought him by 

32 [during the, did r ijs v.] night to Antipatris. ♦[But] On the morrow [next day] they 

33 left the horsemen to go with him, and returned to the castle [barracks]: * Who [But 
these], when they came to Cesarea, and delivered the epistle to tbe governor, presented 

34 Paul also before him. *And when the governor [But when he 7 ] had read the letter , 
he asked of what province he was. And when he understood [learned] that he i cat 

35 of Cilicia; *1 will hear thee, said he, when thine accusers are also come [also here]. 
And he commanded 8 him to be kept in Herod’s judgment hall [in Herod’s palace]. 

1 T>r. 12. a. In the majority of the uncial manuscripts [A. B. C. also God. Sin., Syr.], we find the reading ot lovfcu- 
ot; only the two latest, O. and H., read nm ru* *IowS, [as in text. rec.]. which is a correction, as It was assumed [by tha 
copyists, in view of rer. 1SJ that Only some were engaged in the plot. [Vulg. tpddam ex Judxix; recent editors generally 
read noirp. <rv<rr. ot 'IovAauu.—Tx.] 

* Ver. 12. b. [In place of: under a curt* (or: with an oath, as the same Greek words are rendered in rer. 21). the trans¬ 
istors of tbe Engl. Bible here propose in the margin: with an oathqf execration; literally, cmatkcmaMeed thennelra; m§ 
tbe Ext a. note.—Ta.l 

* Ver. 16. avpiov [of text rrc.l after mr«*c is attested only by the two latest manuscripts [G. H.]; it must be regarded as 
a gloss from ver. 20, as it Is wanting alike in the greater number, and in the best, of the manuscripts [A. B. C. B. Cod. 
Sin., Vulg.—Ta.] 

4 Ver. 20. <i* pdhhmv is undoubtedly the original reading, and is also sustained by external testimony [A. B. E.^ 
whereas pi AAorrst [of text, rec., with some minuscules, but derived from Ter. 16 (Meyer)], fUAAovT*. [in G. HA and juAAirvr, 
[in some minuscules], are merely attempts to correct the original. [lt«AA*»r is adopted by Lach., TLoch^ Born, sad 
Alf.—Cod. Sin., (original) exhibits pihhov which was afterwards corrected by C to pihh ovtwp .— Tx.] 

4 Ver. 30. a. The words inrb res 'lovdofwe, after cowfat, are wanting in the Vatican manuscript [B.], and in several 
minuscules; they are, without doubt, a later addition. [They are found in G. U M Syr. but not in Vulg., nor Cod. Six.— 
For <£ai/Ti)f A. and E. substitute avrur, which reading is adopted by Lacb., and has since been found in Cod. Sin.— 
Tisrh. and Alf. cancel vvo r. 'b—’Efcatrnjt, of text. rec., found in B. G. H., is omitted in A. E. Cod. 8in. Vulg., and is dropped 
by Lnch., bnt retained by Tisch. and Alf.—Ta.] 

4 Ver. 30. b. r« np6* avrbv, and ijtptmeo [of text, rec.], are also to be suspected, on critical grounds, and must be regarded 
as glosses. [The words rd * pi>t airr'ov are found, with some variations (B. omitting rd; E O. adding avrovc) in B. E. G.H.; 
they are retained by Alf. — Lach. and Tisch., with A., read simply airrovc after Arystr, which is also the reading of Cod. 
Sin.—* Rf>jmeo is found in B.G. and Cod. Sin.; ippveO ein U.; the word is omitted in A. B., and is dropped by Loch., TIocIl, 
and Alt. Tho Vulg. has VaU in the common printed editions, but Cod. Amiatinus omits the word.—Ta.] 

l Ver. 34. d rfytpwv after myravt to is a spurious addition. [It is found in G. H , but omitted in A. B. B- Cod. Sa. 
Vnlg., and is dropped by recent editors generally.—Ta.] 

4 Ver. 35. ttehewra* [without rc, found in A. B. E. 8yr., and adopted by Lach., Tisch., Born., and AML] is better attested 
than tKihevai r« (of text, rec., with G. H.—Cod. 8in. originally read eehevoavTot, which was afterwards corrected by C to 
ceAcvaaf.—Vulg. juuitque. —Ta.] 

edat. Si edat, peccafc in votnm uum: si non 
edat, peccat in vitam suam. Quid ei hie facien¬ 
dum? ■ Adeat sapientes, et illi solvent ei votnm 
euum. Sicut scribitur: Lingua sapientum eat 
sanitas, Prov. xii. 18. —Te.1. 'But ov with the 
subjunctive [Winer, { 41. 8] indicates their be¬ 
lief that the result which they desired, would 
inevitably follow. 

Ver. 14, 15. And they came to the chief 
priests. — The conspirators, in order to gain 
their object, applied to the authorities—doubt¬ 
less, primarily, to the chief priests and mem¬ 
bers of the Great Council who entertained 8*d~ 
ducean views. It was their wish that the whole 
Sanhedrin (vfiets avv ry eweAplv) would request 
the Roman commander to bring the prisoner 
before them, so that they themselves might way¬ 
lay him, and thus find an opportunity to assas¬ 
sinate him before he could reach the assembly 
(7r pd Ttw k^yiaat). [*E rotfto! —rot’ dvcXeh*—forihe 
genitive of the design and the result (roe with 
the infln.) see Winer, $ 44. 4. — Tr.1 
Ver. 16. And when Paul’s sister's son 
heard. —We have no other information respect¬ 
ing this young man; Bengel explains his disco¬ 
very of the murderous design, by assuming that 
strict secrecy bad not been observed, as none 
suspected that tidings of it could possibly reach 
Paul or the Roman tribune. [Alford supposes 
that the young man was, like Paul himself at an 
earlier period, receiving instruction in the 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 12, 18. And when it was day.—01 

lovdaloi, i. e., the Jewish party; the details are 
given in ver. 18. Zwr rpopt] is, here, an unauthor¬ 
ized and lawless combination, a conspiracy. 
*AvadcfiaTl£ttv law., they pronounced a curse, 

an imprecation on themselves (D*)n) if they 

should taste any thing before they had slain 
Paul. [See avdvefia, etc., in Schlkusner: Thes. 
five Lex. tn LXX. I. 221.— “ Bound themselves 
under a curse, in Greek, anathematized themselves 
- — Anathema —among the Jews seems to have 
been used to represent a Hebrew word denoting 
an irrevocable vow, or something consecrated 
either to God’s special service or to irremissible 
destruction - - - . These Jews invoked the 
curse upon themselves if they should prove false 
to the pledge which they had given.” (Alex).— 
Tr.]. It may, at the same time, be remarked that 
the Talmud provided a loop-hole, that is, fur¬ 
nished the means for releasing an individual 
from the vow and the curse, if the performance 
of the former became impossible; the wise Jew¬ 
ish teachers could free him from his vow. 
Lightfoot has quoted the passage from Abodah 
Zarah [in Horse Hebr. et. Talm. ad loc ., where 
he gives the following version; Homini qui vovit 
se abstenturum a cibo, v® si edat, vro si non 
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schools in Jerusalem, and may there have heard 
the scheme mentioned.—T r.]. The circum¬ 
stance shows that the apostle was not so rigor¬ 
ously confined, as to prevent the approach of a 
third person. Still, he was a dioptog, ver. 18, 
and was .probably held, as at Rome, ch. xxviii. 
16, in custodia mUitaris y chained to a soldier who 
guarded him. 

Ver. 17-22. Paul called one of the cen¬ 
turions. —In order to keep the matter as secret 
as possible, Paul simply requests the centurion, 
without explaining his purpose, to conduct the 
young man to the tribune, to whom the informa¬ 
tion was to be given. The latter courteously 
received the young man, took him by the hand 
in a manner which inspired confidence, and led 
him to a spot where they could converse without 
witnesses ( tear * idiav, confidentially). [“The 
English version changes the construction for the 
sake of uniformity, the Greek abruptly passing 
from the third to the first and second persons, 
(literally translated): charging him to teU no one y 
that thou hast disclosed these things unto me. The 
same end might have been secured by inserting 
saith he , as in ch. i. 4.” (Alex.).—On this and 
other instances of a transition from the oratioob - 
Uqua to the recta , see Winer: Oram, j 63. II. 2.— 
Tr.] 

Vbr. 23, 24. Make ready two hundred 
soldiers. —A military force, consisting of 470 
men, was directed to escort the prisoner, in order 
to protect him not only against the plots of as¬ 
sassins, but also against any open attempt on his 
life. The force consisted of heavy-armed foot- 
soldiers (which signification the context assigns 
to orpaTiarai), a small squadron of cavalry, and 
a body of light-armed foot-soldiers. A ct-ioX&fioi 
is a word not found in any classic Greek writer 
[“perhaps frequently occurring at that period in 
the popular language, but not adopted by writers.’* 
(Meyer).— Tr.]> and occurs only in two pas¬ 
sages of later writers [mentioned in Rob. Lex. ad 
verb .—Tr.1, in one of which [quoted by Grotius, 
Meyer and Alford], the word is introduced in 
connection with bowmen and men armed with a 
light shield. The explanation that the de^ioXdjioi 
were halberdiers, or life-guardsmen (protecting 
the right side of the commander), cannot be ac¬ 
cepted ; they were, on the contrary, soldiers 
who seized the weapon with the right hand , 
whether it was a javelin or slmg, and who 
were, accordingly, either javeiinmen or slingers. 
Ewald’s conjecture that the slingers were Ara¬ 
bian auxiliary troops, is, very probably, in ac¬ 
cordance with the fact, as those regions had, 
from early times, been celebrated for their 
slingers. The reading in Cod. Alexand. [A.], 
which Lachmann preferred, viz., 6c£iop6?uwg y ac¬ 
cords with this view, although that reading it¬ 
self is doubtless a later correction. [Meyer also 
regards the latter (<tef«5c and /? dXhu), as a correct 
interpretation of the original word, de^idXdp. 
(6eSt&S and Xapfldvu). The reading of the text, 
rec. is sustained by B (e sil). E. G. H., also Cod. 
8in. —Tr.]. 'An-d rpir cop., at the third hour 
of the night, L «., the men were to be ready 
to march at nine o’elock in the evening, or as 
soon afterwards as the order that they should 
proceed, arrived; it was intended that their 
movements should be concealed by the darkness 


of the night. It was also ordered that several 
beasts of burden, t. <?., horses or mules, should 
be in readiness, so that they might relieve one 
another. [They were not intended, as Kuinoel 
says, in usum Pauli el milttis ipsius custodis, but 
solely in usum Pauli, as the words Iva bup. r. 
TlavX. plainly show (Meyer).—Ta.]. A taaC^eiv 
is equivalent to: to conduct to a place of safety . 
Bengel makes an exceedingly ingenious and 
happy remark on the transition from the direct 
[oratio rectal to the indirect [or. obliqua — comp. 
Exeo. note on ver. 17-22, ult.—T r.] form of 
speech, ver. 24: irapaorijaai, Iva - - - diaroMTuot: 
namely, this change of construction corresponds 
to the facts themselves, for the tribune did not 
at first announce that the object of the maroh 
was to furnish Paul with a military escort. 
Hence the design of the whole expedition, which 
was at first kept secret, is stated in iva - - - 
dtaoixruot, and, in order to express this plainly, 
the transition already begins with irapaorijoai. 

Ver. 25-30. a. Felix.—[“Since the death of 
Herod Agrippa, recorded in ch. xii. 23, Judea 
had again become a part of the great Roman 
province of Syria, and was governed by deputies 
or procurators) of the Syrian proconsul.” 
Alex.).— Tr.]. He was at that time the procu¬ 
rator of Judea, and is mentioned by Josephus, 
Tacitus, and Suetonius. His full name was An- 
tonius Felix. He was a freedman of the emperor 
Claudius (Tac. Hist. V. 9), and a brother of Pal¬ 
las, one of the favorites of Nero, and was appoint¬ 
ed procurator by Claudius in the year A. D. 63, 
after the deposition of Cumanus. But, as Tacitus 
says ( loc. cit .), he exercised the power of a king 
in the spirit of a slave [jus regium servili tngenio 
ezcrcuit], and was, hence, subsequently recalled, 
about A. D. 60 or 61; the imperial favor, how¬ 
ever, which his brother Pallas enjoyed, protected 
him against the accusations of the Jews.—Gram¬ 
matically, ypdifjacy in ver. 25, belongs to ehrev in 
ver. 23; but, as a matter of fact, the letter, which 
was intended to state the case to the procurator, 
may possibly have been written at a somewhat 
later period. T into?, exemplum , indicates that 
the contents of the letter are given in their orig¬ 
inal form and extent. [“Luke with his inquisi¬ 
tive habits (see his Gospel i. 1) would find an 
opportunity to oopy the letter during his abode 
of two years at Cesarea.” (Hackett).— Tr,] 
b. Having understood that he was a 
Roman.—’A vrdv after i^ei^Auyv, is pleonastic. 
M aft&v implies, in the connection in which it 
stands, that Claudius Lysias had ascertained, 
before Paul’s life was in danger, that he was a 
Roman citizen, and that it was precisely this 
circumstance which had induced him to interfere, 
in order to rescue him. But this statement is 
entirely inconsistent with the facts themselves, 
ch. xxi. 81 ff., and comp. xxii. 25 fF. The at¬ 
tempt has, therefore, been made to reconcile the 
two by assuming that pa&6v is used without any 
reference to a particular time (Grotius), or else, 
that the writer of the letter alludes to the second 
rescue, ch. xxiii. 10 (Du Bois). But all such 
explanations are instances of art perversely 
applied. The tribune undoubtedly intended, for 
the sake of exhibiting his zeal in the public ser¬ 
vice in a favorable light, to say that he had res¬ 
cued the man from death, because he knew that 
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he was a Roman citizen. Personal considera¬ 
tions induced him to give a distorted view of the 
facts that had occurred. And this comparatively 
trivial circumstance affords evidence, as Meyer 
correctly observes, of the genuineness of the let¬ 
ter. The words firjw&eim^ - fUXXetv koicr&ai 

exhibit negligence in the arrangement of the 
terms of the sentence, as two different construc¬ 
tions are combined. [“He writes hastily, and 
mixes two constructions together: 1 . 

6k fioi hrtfiovhjfc 77 f fuXhofooijQ iacedcu, and, 2 . 
urjw&kvToc 6k /tot kntftovfyv fUXXeiv ioecr&ai .— 
See Winer, J 68 . I. 1.” (Meyer).—T r.] 

Vbb. 81-33. Took Pml, and brought him. 
—’A vaXaftdvrez is descriptive of the act of placing 
Paul on a beast of burden. After a rapid night 
march, he and the escort reached Antipatris, a 
city which Herod the Great had built, and named 
after his father Antipater. It was situated in a 
plain, at a distance of 42 Roman, that is, 7 or 8 
[German] geographical' miles from Jerusalem. 
Hence the escort, which had qpmmenced the 
march at 9 o’clock on the previous evening, must 
have reached this station in the course of the 
forenoon. The foot-soldiers proceeded no fur¬ 
ther than Antipatris, but returned to Jerusalem 
[where thefr aid might possibly be needed, if 
any tumult should occur, while the safety of 
Paul no longer required so strong a force (Mey¬ 
er).—Tn.]. The horsemen continued to escort 
the prisoner until they reached Cesarea. which 
was 26 Roman miles distant from Antipatris. 
[See the full account of the road, etc., in Conyb. 
and Howsorii Life , etc., of St. Paul, ch. 21, where 
Mr. Howson says, in the text, and a note: “It is 
to the quick journey and energetic researches of 
an American traveller, that we owe the power 
of following the exact course of this night march 
from Jerusalem to Cesarea.—See ‘A visit to An¬ 
tipatris,’ by the Rev. Eli Smith, missionary in 
Palestine, in the Bibliotheca Sacra, Vol. 1. p. 
478-496.” (Conyb., etc., II. 276).—Tn.] 

Via. 84, 36. And when the governor 

S when he] had read the letter. —Felix ad- 
ressed only one question to Paul, whioh referred 
to the latter personally, as the epistle stated that 
he was a Roman citizen, without mentioning his 
residence. AtoKobetv means ad finem usque audire, 
to give a full hearing. Td npaiT&pwv 'JLph6ov was 
the name which the palace, built by Herod the 
Great, received only after it was occupied by the 
Roman governors. The apostle was, as it here 
appears, not confined in a publio prison [proba¬ 
bly in consequence of the favorable statement 
made in the letter,—Tn.], but was placed in an 
apartment of the same palaoe in whioh the pro- 
curator resided. 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The promise of divine protection whioh was 
conveyed by the word ver. 11 , was very 

speedily fulfilled. The enemies of the apostle 
pursued him with a deadly hatred; the number 
of the conspirators was large, their plot was 
carefully arranged; and yet the almighty pro¬ 
tection of the Redeemer secured His servant from 
harm. That which was concerted in secret. He 
made manifest; the designs of wicked men were 
frustrated by a superior military force. Thus 


the exalted Redeemer rules in the midst of His 
enemies [Ps; cx. 2.]. 

2. A body-guard, consisting of nearly 600 men, 
accompanies the apostle; he had never before 
been attended by such a force, or appeared with 
suoh a large retinue. For the consideration 
which was thus paid to him, he was, no doubt, 
primarily indebted to his Roman citizenship. 
Still, it is equally true that his personal safety 
required such a strong force. Christ not only 
protects, but also honors His people. And the 
unsought honor which a child of God in this 
manner often obtains, reflects its rays of glory 
on Him, by whose grace a converted sinner is 
what he is [1 Cor. xv. 10]. 

3. The personal innocence of Paul is attested 
by the Roman tribune; the latter, however, at 
the same time employs language which shows 
that he regarded the whole case, and the faith, 
with very *littie respect, ver. 29. He was a man 
of the world, and looked on religion and its con¬ 
cerns as matters of secondary importance. And 
yet he is influenced to employ a considerable part 
of the military force whioh he commanded, in the 
service of Paul. Thus the world, even when en¬ 
tertaining designs of air opposite nature, is so 
controlled as to serve the kingdom of God, and 
exalt the honor of Christ. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 12. Bound themselves - that they 

would neither eat nor drink. —What bur¬ 
dens men are willing to assume, for the purpose 
of opposing the kingdom of God! What happy 
results would have already followed, if its friends 
were equally willing to make sacrifices in pro¬ 
moting its interests, and were as firmly united 
together! 

Ver. 18. And they were more than forty. 
—What a bundle [Mtt. xiii. 30] these tares will 
hereafter make, when they shall be bound to¬ 
gether! (Rieger). 

Ver. 14. And they came to the chief 
priests. —The high priest, who, when he per¬ 
formed the duties of his office, exhibited on his 
mitre the words: * Holiness to the Lord,’ and on 
his breastplate ‘ Lights and Perfections’ [Eiod. 
xxviiL 80-36], allows himself to be made the 
leader of a band of sworn assassins. Such is the 
result of a falfe religious zeal, and such the fruit 
of an unrenewed heart. O that it had been the 
only example of this kind! (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 16. As though ye would inquire - - 
and we are ready. —These are Cain’s saints, 
who conceal the murderer’s club behind the veil 
of the law. (Starke). 

Vbb. 16. And when Paul’s sister's son 
heard. —We know not whether this youth was 
already a Christian, or still a Jew, nor do ve 
know the means by which he discovered the plot; 
it is enough for us that God was pleased to em¬ 
ploy him as the guardian angel of the apostle.— 
The Lord, who rules over the angels, and can 
oommand the earthquake, employs a lad on this 
occasion, in executing His purpose, so that the 
words in Ps. vii 14-16 might be fulfilled. (Bes- 

er. 17. Then Paul called one of the 
centurions. —He had received Christ’s own 
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promise of protection, ver. 11, but he did not on 
that account neglect to avail himself of ordinary 
means of protecting himself; these means were, 
on the contrary* in his eyes the stretched-out sav¬ 
ing hand of the Lord.—-Observe that, while Paul 
trusts in God, he does not neglect the use of ordi¬ 
nary means.—Here, too, Luther resembles him. 
He submitted to the circumstances after his in¬ 
terview with Cajetan, escaped from the city of 
Augsburg by night, and rode eight [German, 
nearly forty English] miles, until he reached a 
place of safety. (Besser)* 

Vkr. 19. Then the ohief captain took 
him by the hand, etc.*—Thus heaven gave ad¬ 
ditional signs; for these men had the time and 
the inclination to listen to the young man kindly, 
which was not their usual manner. (Williger).— 
Even pagans exhibit a certain natural upright¬ 
ness and fidelity; but, alas! how rare have such 
qualities become among Christians I Hos. iv. 1. 
(Starke). 

Vkr. 23. Make ready two hundred sol* 
diers, etc.—Here Paul travels in state, like a 
great lord; he is now great in the eyes of God, 
for he that feareth the Lord, is greater than he 
that t&keth a city [Prov. xvi. 82]. At other 
times he travelled wearily on foot, but now he 
rides. He doubtless reflected on the truth that 
all things, even the beasts of the field, are the 
Lord’s, and are bound to serve Him. (Bogatzky). 
—This escort of pagan soldiers is a striking em¬ 
blem of the soldiers of the Lord, who “ encamp 
round about them that fear him ” [Ps. xxxiv. 7]. 
God is the God of hosts in the kingdom of spirits 
and of men, and he employs them, according to 
His own good pleasure, in protecting His people. 
By his providential care, five hundred men pro¬ 
tect His apostle against forty bandits. (Ap. 
Past.). 

Vibr. 24. And bring him safe unto Felix. 
—Who that reads of Paul, attended by his mili¬ 
tary guard, does not at once think of Luther, his 
brother in spirit, his successor in'office, the part¬ 
ner of his fortunes—how he was taken by armed 
men, and safely conducted to the castle of Wart- 
burg? 

Vkr. 25. Claudius Lysias unto the most 
exoellent, etc.—Lysias does not, in the faintest 
manner, conceive of the value of the present 
which he bestows on Felix, when he sends Paul 
to him. It is true that Felix did not appreciate 
the gift, ch. xxiv. Still, Paul’s countenance pre¬ 
sented another letter of commendation, for it was 
there written: ‘Governor Felix! God saluteth 
thee with salvation and peace!’ 0 that he had 
understood this letter! (Williger). 

Ve&. 27. This man was taken of the 
Jews, etc.—When we examine this letter, we 
perceive that the pagan writes with more honesty 
and equity than the orthodox Jews speak. And 
even in our day, Paul fares better with Lysias 
and Felix, than he does with those who profess 
to adhere to the letter, but who deny the spirit 
(Gossner). 

Vkr. 29. Accused of questions of the law. 

—This is the language of a heathen, who thinks 
that the religious disputes of the Jews .are en¬ 
tiled to no consideration. But this opinion was 
the means, in the providence of God, of rescuing 
Paul from the hands of murderers. (Starke). 


Vkr. 35. And he commanded him to be 
kept in Herod’s judgment hall. —We have 
here another instance of God’s tender care for 
his servant in granting him repose, and a favor¬ 
able season for prayer, so that he might be 
strengthened in the Lord, and prepare himself 
for the witness which he was to bear in Jerusa¬ 
lem. He was protected not only by the guard of 
the governor, but also by the good hand of his 
faithful Lord and Saviour. He was thus enabled, 
after escaping the perils of the road, to perceive 
the evidence of the divine protection which he 
j enjoyed, and he saw that he was conducted more 
and more nearly to Borne, his point of destina¬ 
tion, and, indeed, to his own happy end. He 
was strong in faith, and glorified God. He be¬ 
came more and more firm in his resolution to de¬ 
liver his apostolical testimony, and he was well 
prepared for any future event. The pauses which 
the Lord sometimes allows us in our labors and 
sufferings, are intended to render us similar ser¬ 
vices. (Ap. Past.). 

On the whole section, vkr. 12-85— The Lord 
protects his people: I. They need His protection 
against the insidious designs of enemies; (a) 
these enemies form combinations against right¬ 
eous men, ver. 12, 13; (6) and, at the same time, 
often assume the mask of religion, ver. 14, 15. 

II. The protection of the Lord is extended to 
them; (a) He exposes the malice of their ene¬ 
mies, ver. 16; (5) and influences the hearts of 
men with a view to the welfare of His people, 
ver. 17-22. (Lisco).— The murderous plot of Paul's 
enemies , and the gracious covenant of his Lord: I. 
Those enemies were powerful, in consequence of 
(a) their number—forty against one; (6) their ul¬ 
timate design—they were bound by an oath to kill 
him; (c) the means which they employed—cun¬ 
ning and deceit. But, II. The Lord, who made 
a covenant with His servant, was far more power¬ 
ful (“Be of good cheer, etc.,” ver. 11); (a) He 
exposed the plot formed by those enemies; ( b) 
He raised up for the apostle protectors, who wer© 
more powerful than his enemies — against the 
high priest, the Roman commander; against the 
40 conspirators, more than 400 soldiers ;*(c) He 
led him forth, unharmed, out of the toils of his 
enemies.— Rqoice, ye righteous , for the Lord is 
with His peoplel I. He gives them inward 
strength by the assurance of His grace, ver. 14; 

II. He exposes the devices of his enemies, ver. 16; 

III. He raises up for them active friends (Paul’s 
sister’s son), and powerful protectors (Lysias); 

IV. He conducts them safely through the midst 
of their enemies (Paul’s military escort on leav¬ 
ing the city); V. He furnishes them with honor¬ 
able credentials (the letter of Lysias to Felix). 

—‘ The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them,' Ps. xxxiv. 

7. The protecting angel approaches the apostle 
in a threefold form: I. As a comforting vision, 
in the prison, ver. 11; II. As a tender friend, in 
the person of his sister’s son, ver. 16 ff.; III. As , 
a powerful body-guard, in the form of Roman 
soldiers, ver. 23 ff. (Comp. 2 Kings vi. 17: “ Be¬ 
hold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots 
of fire round about Elisha.”).— Many are the 
afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord deliver eth 
him out of*them all .’ Ps. xxxiv. 19: I. The afflic¬ 
tions of the righteous; II. The divine deliver- 
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anoe .—* Fear not: for they that be with us are more 
than they that be with them. ’ 2 Kings vi. 16: I. 
With them are (a) wicked designs to commit 
murder, Ter. 12: (6) numerous confederates, ver. 
18; (c) powerful assistants, Ter. 14, 15. But, II. 
With us are (a) divine promises of peace. Ter. 
11; (b) the hearts of praying friends, Ter. 16; (c) 
the protecting hosts of the Lord, ver. 22 ff.— the 
hearts of men are in the hand of the Lord , as the 
rivers of water , and are turned unto the welfare of His 
people [ProT. xxi. 1]: I. He smites artfhl foes 
with blindness, so that their murderous plot is 
dirulged, ver. 16: IL He arms the timid youth— 
Paul’s sister’s son—with resolution and firmness, 


so that he reaches the presence of the command¬ 
ing officer; 111. He touches the conscience of the 
Roman commander, so that he provides for the 
safety of the apostle, as if a crowned head were 
in danger.— PauVs final departure from Jerusalem: 
viewed, I. As the mournful departure of a wiL- 
ness of the truth, whose message of salvation was 
rejected by his deluded people; II. As the bril¬ 
liant triumphal march of an anointed servant of 
God, whom the Lord conducts as a victor through 
the midst of his enemies; IIL As the solemn 
homeward journey of a soldier of Christ, who is 
drawing near to his last battle, his last victory, 
and his last reward. 
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-JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS BEFORE FELIX ; PAUL DEPENDS HIMSXLP AGAINST THE CHABS18 THAT ABB 
BROUGHT FORWARD; THE DECISION IS, HOWEVER, POSTPONED. 

Chapter XXIT. 1-28. 

And [But] after five days Ananias the high priest descended with the elders *, and 
with a certain orator named Tertalias, who [Tertullus, and] informed the governor 
against Paul. *And when he was called forth [summoned], Tertullus began to accuse 
him , saying, Seeing that by thee we enjoy great quietness [peace], and that very wor¬ 
thy deeds are done unto [that excellent arrangements are made for] this nation by thy 
providence [foresight), *We accept it always, and in all places, most noble Felix, with 
all thankfulness. *Notwithstanding, that I be not further tedious unto [But in order 
that 1 may not longer detain] thee, 1 pray thee that thou wouldest hear us of thy cle¬ 
mency a few words [wouldest in thy clemency for a brief season listen to us]. *For 
we have [Wo have, namely,] found this man a pestilent fellow [man to be a pest], and 
a mover of sedition s among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of 
the sect of the Naiarenes: *Who also hath gone about [attempted] to profane the 
temple: whom we took [we also (xat) seized; - - Om. here the remainder of ver. 6, the 
whole of ver. 7, and the first clause of ver. 8, ending with “ unto thee ” *], and would 
have judged according to our law. *But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and 
with great violence took him away out of our hands, ^Commanding his accusers to 
come unto thee [here the version continues , after “ seized,” ver. 6] : by examining of 
whom, thyself mayest take knowledge of [and thou canst thyself, if thou examined 
him, learn from him] all these things, whereof we accuse him. *And [But] the Jews 
also assented [Jews immediately joined in 4 ], saying that these things were so. 

*Thqn Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, answered. 
Forasmuch as [As] I know that thou hast been of [for] many years a judge unto [over] 
this nation, I do [can] the more [om. the more 5 ] cheerfully answer for myself: *Be- 
caose that thou mayest understand [For thou canst ascertain], that there are yet but 
[that it is not more than] twelve days since I went [came] up to Jerusalem for Hu 
order] to worship. *Ana they neither fouud me in the temple [And neither in the 
temple did they find me] disputing with any man, neither [or] raising up [a tumult of] 
the people, neither [nor] in the synagogues, nor in the city: ^Neither [Nor] can they 
prove the things whereof [of which] they now accuse me. *But this I confess onto 
thee, that after the way which they call heresy [a sect (as in ver. 5)], so worship I the 
God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the 
prophets: *And have hope toward God, [for] which they themselves also allow 
[wait, namely], that there shall be a resurrection of the dead [om. of the dead^J, both 
of the just and [of the] unjust. *And herein £at the same time] do I exercise my¬ 
self, 1 to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men. *Now 
[But] after many [several] years I came [in order] to bring alms to my nation, and 
offerings. * Whereupon certain Jews from Asia [Wherein 8 they] found me [after I 
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had] purified [myself] in the temple, n* ither with multitude [noise, ^ov], nor with 

19 tumult. *Whq [But they were certain Jews from Asia, who] ought 9 to have been 
here [have appeared] before thee, and object [accused me], if they had aught against 

20 me. *Or else let these same here say, if they have found any evil doing [wrong act] 

21 in me, while [when] I stood before the [chief] council, ^Except it be for this one 
voice [word, fa>v£s], that I cried standing among them, Touching the resurrection of 

22 the dead I am called in question [I am tried] by you this day. *And when Felik 
heard these things [But Felix deferred their case 10 ], having [because he had a] more 
perfect knowledge of that [the rrjq] way, he deferred them \om. he deferred them], 
and said, When Lysias the chief captain [tribune] shall come down, I will know the 

23 uttermost of your matter [I shall inquire fully into your case]. *And he [He also, 
«] commanded a [the, ry>] centurion to keep Paul [guard him u ], and to let him have 
liberty [relief], and that he should forbid none of his acquaintance [friends, twv tfeaw] 
to minister or come 11 [om. or come] unto him. 

1 Ver. 1. The reading rwv wpetrpvripeav [of text, ree .] is attested only by G. H., and most of the mlntucales, but is sus¬ 
tained by internal evidence, rather than the reading wpetrfi. rtvwv, as the latter very distinctly appears to be an attempt 
to correct the original text. [The latter reading is adopted by Lach., Tisch and Born., on the authority of A. B. X. se¬ 
veral minuscules, and Vulg.; it is also found in Cod. Sin.—Alf. adheres to the text. rec.—T r.] 

* Ver. 5. <rrd<rtv [text. rec., with G. H.], should be preferred to the plural <rr<ur«i* [of A. B. E. Vulg.], as the latter 
•eemed [to copyists] to be the better suited to, and. Indeed, required by, oucovpivijv. [Alf. retains*the sing., but Lach., 
Tisch. and Born, adopt the plural. Cod. Sin. exhibits areunt —a defective form of the plural.—T r.J 

* Ver. 6-8. The textus rtceptus here exhibits an interpolation of considerable length, which is found only in one of the 

uncial manuscripts [E.l; all the others [A. B. G. H.] together with that classic witness, the Cod. Sin., omit the passage. 
[The Vulg. introduces it in the printed editions, but some of the MSS. omit it.—T r. 1. Besides, the uncommonly numerous 
variations in the readings [in the minuscules], betray that the whole is spurious. The words are : koL jcarA rdv vpiirspou 
ydfjLOV lleAiprafiev Kpivtiv wap*K8uv to Awna* & viAi'ap^o* iroAA^* 0ta* tic rS»v X €l P" v bwriydy* ral wp6* #« 

AvArrciAc, c«Acv<ra* rove xarijydpov* avrov ip\tava t iwi a«. If these words had been genuine, the omission of them 
would be inexplicable, while the insertion may be readily explained from ch. xxi. 32; ch. xxiii. 27, 30. Mill, Bengel and 
Griesbach had, already at an earlier period, regarded the whole as an Interpolation, and, more recently, Lach. and Tisch. 
erased it from the text. [Alford introduces the passage into the text, but incloses it in brackets.—Cod. Sin. exhibits no 
traces of the insertion of any part of the words by a later hand.—T r.] 

4 Ver. 9. [Instead of <rwwim, of texL rec. with some minuscules, recent editors read <rwcW0«vro with A. B. E. G. H. 
Cod. Sin.—T r.1 

4 Ver. 10. The weight of authority is in favor of ev0vp»* [found in A. B. E., and Cod. 8in. Vulg. (bono ammo)]. The 
comparative, tv&ufjMrtpov [text, rec.], which is found only in two uncial manuscripts [G. H.], seems to be a well-meant at¬ 
tempt to Improve the text, in so far, namely, as It was supposed that, while the circumstances stated in the verse, might 
in truth enable the apostle to speak more cheerfhlly, he was, independently of them, already cheered in spirit. [Lach., 
Tisch. and Born, adopt the positive; Alf. retains the comparative,and Meyer also regards it as probably the original read¬ 
ing.—Ta.] 

4 Ver. 15. wepwv [of text. ree. with E. G. H.l, is wanting in several of the oldest manuscripts [in A. B. C. Cod. Sin. 
Vulg.]; as the external authorities In favor of the word, and those against it, seem to be evenly balanced, we had decided 
against*the insertion of the word, on internal evidence, as it would assuredly not have been dropped, if it had been origi¬ 
nally employed. Recently, howpver, the testimony of Cod. Sin., which also omits the word, has been received, so that the 
weight of external testimony is against nicpiiv. [Omitted by Lach., Tisch.. Born, and Alf—T r.] 

I Ver. 16. The authorities are decidedly in favor of k<u avrdv, rather than to avrfc [of text.rec. with H.; recent editors 
adopt the former in accordance with A. B. C. E. G n Cod. Sin., Vulg. (et ipse ).—Tr.1 

• Ver. 18. The reading iv ol* [of text. rec. with G. H.]. is preferable to iv at*, which Is unquestionably a correction [to 
suit the gender of vpov^opo*; Lach. and Tisch. read iv ol* with A. B. 0. E. Cod. Sin. but Alf. retalus ol*, and, with Meyer, 
regards the other ,al*, as a correction.—T rJ 

• Ver. 19. ito t [found in A. C. E. Cod. Sin., Vulg. (oportebat), and generally adopted by critics, except Alf.] should be 
regarded as the genuine reading rather than tot [of text. rec. with B. G. H.], although the testimony in favor of the re¬ 
spective readings is evenly balanced. 

10 Ver. 22. rive uncial manuscripts [A.B. C. B. H., also Cod. Sin. and Vulg.] exhibit the following reading: ’Av«j3aAero 
to avrov* b whereas the more extended reading which has been introduced Into the textus rtceptus, namely : 'Akovo-o* 
ii ravra 6 ♦. ave/ 3. avr., is supported by only one uncial manuscript [G.], and Is unquestionably an Interpolation; it is, be¬ 
sides, not found in Cod. Sin. [Recent editors generally adopt the former reading.—T r.] 

II Ver. 23. a. avrov [found in A. B. C. E. (fod. 8In., Vulg. (cum)] is undoubtedly the original reading, and r&v IlavAov 
[of text ree. with G. 1L], is spurious. [This is the view of recent editors generally.—T r.1 

i* Ver. 23. b. n jrpo*«px«<r0ai [of text. ree. with G. H.], Is a later addition, and is wanting in four uncial manuscripts [A. 
B. C. E., and also Coo. Sin., Vulg.— M perhaps derived from ch. x. 28.” (Meyer).—T r.]. 


EXEQETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 1-4. a. And after five days. —The 
other party very speedily obeyed the instructions 
of the tribune, ch. xxiii. 80. It was not more 
than five days after the arrival of Paul at Cesa- 
rea [or, rather, after his departure from Jerusa¬ 
lem (Meyer, de Wette).— Tr.], when the high 
priest, with a deputation of the elders (ol irptoft. 
who were the representatives of the whole body 
of elders), also proceeded to that city. They 
took with them the rhetorician Tertullus, who* 
was appointed to act as their counsel, and, in 
their name, to lodge a complaint against Paul. 
His name is a diminutive of Tertius Hike Lu- 
eullus from Lucius], and, in its turn, furnishes 


the derivative Tertullianus;- the name, which 
was often adopted by the Roman* indicates his 
Italian origin. *P ijrup was at thft time fre¬ 
quently applied as a title to professional advo¬ 
cates, who pleaded for clients before a court of 
justice. 'E/^av<£6> is here, as well as in ch. xxiii. 
16, to be taken transitively, in accordance with 
the established tutu loqumdi , in the sense of: to 
make known , to inform , [•* in the forensic or ju¬ 
dicial sense ” (Alex.).—-T r.], and not in that of: 
to appear before (Vulg., Luther, Bengel), as, in 
the lwter case, the middle voice would have ne¬ 
cessarily been employed. 

b . That by thee we eqjoy great quiet¬ 
ness [peace].—The rhetorician commences his 
address with gross flatteries, designed to secure 
the favor of the judge for the party which he 
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represent*. 1. He extols the profound peace, 
for which they are indebted to Felix. It was, 
in truth, the primary duty of a procurator to se- 
oure peace for his country, and his chief dis¬ 
tinction, when he succeeded. Congruit bono et 
gravi prrntuH, ut paeata sit provincia. (Ulpiaitus, 
De officio prsesidie). Now Felix had, to a certain 
extent, put an end to thetiislurbancea which had 
been caused in part by political discontent, and 
in part by a depraved thirst for plunder. But 
he did not hesitate, on the other hand, to employ 
steartt in assassinating the high priest Jonathan; 
and bis general oonduct was characterised by 
such violent passions and such selfishness, that he 
rather aroused than calmed the spirit of rebellion. 
Hence the first sentence of Tertullus contained 
a falsehood. 2. The orator next mentions the 
excellent arrangements, the happy results (icarop- 
d6para), which the provident administration of 
Felix bad secured for the people of Israel. 
[“ The Vulgate version (multa corrigantwr) which 
makes it mean reformatory measures, rests upon 
another reading (biop&upAruv for Karop^ufidrun) 
found in several of the oldest manuscripts, but 
not regarded by the critics as the true text.” 
(Alex.).—Alf. retains Karop. of text. ree. with G. 
H., but Lach., Tisch., and Born., read Stop, with 
A. B. E. and also Cod. Sin.—Tn.]. This state¬ 
ment, too, was, in view of the arbitrary rule of 
the man, and his base character (servile ingenium, 
libido , Tag. Hist. V. 9.) an impudent falsehood. 
8. The falsity of the assertion that the Jewish 
nation was, at all times and in all places, grate¬ 
ful to Felix for bis services, was subsequently 
demonstrated, when the Jews themselves accused 
him at Rome, after he had been recalled (Jos. 
Antiq. XX. 8. 9.). ’Eywfrrrw, ver. 4, means to 
hinder , interrupt, detain. [“ The promise (of Ter- 
tullus) to be brief (avvrbpuc) might almost seem 
to have been caused by some appearanoe of im- 
patience in the Procurator, at the prospect of a 
formal and elaborate harangue.” (Alex.).—Ta.]. 
And the brulneta to which the speaker appeals, 
as a well-known feature of the character of the 
procurator (ry <xy kmetxeig) was by no means one 
for whioh he was distinguished. 

Van. 6-9. For we have found this man. 
—E bpdvres is not employed, as Bengel and others 
have supposed, for evpopev , but is anacoluthio.— 
[The regular construction would be: kKparf/oaptv 
avrdv, in ver. 6; see Winbr: Oram . on the pas¬ 
sage, { 46. 6. b., and * 68. I. 1.—Tn.]. The 
heayy charge here brought against the apostle, 
contains three specifications: I. That he created 
disturbances in the Roman empire, among the 
Jews; comfit xvii. 6; 2. That he was a leader 
of the sect of the Christians: 8. That he had at¬ 
tempted to profane the temple. This is the first 
occasion on which the name Nasarenes is in¬ 
troduced, as that of a sect, t. «., of the adherents 
of Jesus of Nazareth; it originated in Jewish 
views. [“ His supposed birth in Nazareth was 
regarded as evidence that he was a false Messiah, 
John vii.42.” (Meyer).—Ta.].—n puroarbrj/c was 
originally a military term, applied to a soldier at 
the front of the army, a file-leader. [For sect, 
aipteeoc, ver. 6, see below, Exbg. note on ver. 
14-16 .—Tr.]. The expression hreipaoe, ver. 6 
—he attempted —is, in a juridical point of view, very 
skilfully chosen; it charges the prisoner only 


with the attempt, and not with the [overt] act it- 
elf, as was done in ch. xxi. 28; if the prisoner 
should deny even the attempt, the expression 
would at least indicate his animus. I lap’ si 
dwfay - - hwtrptijvau, i. «., Paul himself would not 
be able to deny the facts as stated by Tertullus. 
[But “if the disputed words (see note 8 above, 

! appended to the text) be inserted. Trap ov refers 
naturally enoygh to Lysias.” (Alf.).—Tn.]. 
Iwtrr tr'tdetr&at means : to join in the attack ; the 
Jews united, at the close of the speech of their 
advocate, in making the same complaints. [“The 
drift of this representation (of Tertullus) was 
evidently to persuade Felix to give up St. Paul 
to the Jewish courts, in which case his assassi¬ 
nation would have been easily accomplished.— 
Compare the two attempts, xxiiL 16, and xxv. 
8.” (Congb. and H. II. 291.)—Tn.] 

Van. 10. Forasmuch as I know, etc.— 
Paul does not, like his opponent, commence with 
flatteries, but, by way of introduction, mentions 
a single well-known fact, namely, that Felix had 
already for a considerable time possessed the 
highest judicial authority in the country; he had 
thus acquired a personal knowledge of its public 
affairs, and this circumstance enables Paul, as he 
now remarks, to defend his cause with confidence 
before Felix. As the latter had obtained the 
office at the close of A. D. 62, or the beginning 
of A. D. 68 [Jos. Ant. XX. 7. 1; War ; II. 12. 8, 
during the twelfth year of the reign of Claudius 
(de Wette).—Tn.], and as the occurrence here 
related took place in A. D. 68, the noted tn/ are, 
to speak more definitely, about six years—a com¬ 
paratively long period, when it is considered that 
frequent changes of governors constituted at that 
time the rule. Felix had undoubtedly found 
many favorable opportunities for becoming ac¬ 
quainted with the character of the leaders bf the 
Jews, and of the people generally; and Luke 
himself remarks, ver. 22, that he had also a cer¬ 
tain amount of knowledge respecting Christi¬ 
anity. 

Van. 11. Beoaune that thou may eat un¬ 
derstand [For thou canst ascertain] that, etc.— 
Paul refers to an additional circumstance which 
aids him in making his defence, namely, that he 
had very recently reached Jerusalem, and that it 
would therefore be very easy to investigate his 
whole course of procedure during the short pe¬ 
riod which had succeeded his arrival at Jerusa¬ 
lem. The twelve days which the apostle men¬ 
tions as having since elapsed, are to be reckoned 
in the following manner:— 

I. The day after the arrival; visit to James, 
ch. xxi. 18. 

II. Levitical purification, and first visit to the 
temple, xxi. 26. 

III. IV. V. VI. VIL The days of the Naxarite- 
offerings; assault on Paul, and seizure of his 
person, xxi. 27 ff. 

VIII. The apostle before the Great Council 
xxii. 80; xxiii I ff. 

IX. The conspiracy, and the discovery of it; 
in the evening Paul is removed from Jerusalem, 
xxiii. 12 ff., 28, 81. 

X. Arrival at Antipatris, xxiii. 81. 

XI. Arrival at Cesarea, xxiii 82 ff. 

XII. 

XIII. Proceedings before Felix, xxiv. 1 ff. 
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Hence, the last was the fifth day (peril nbre 
xxiv. 1) since Paul had been removed 
from Jerusalem, if the day of Mb departure be 
included; but the fifth had not yet elapsed, and, 
therefore, is not one of the whole number of 
twelve day8; the day of his arrival at Jerusa¬ 
lem is also excluded. Anger: De temp. rat. p. 
109 f. [The computations of various writers are 
noticed by Meyer, de Wette, etc.; on 1 of \hese 
Alexander remarks: “ A vast amount of calcula¬ 
tion and discussion has been lavished on the 
question, how these twelve days are to be reckoned, 
all agreeing in the only point of any moment, 
namely, that Paul’s statement may be justified in 
several ways, the variation having reference 
chiefly to the seven days spoken of in xxi. 27, and 
to the admission or exclusion of the days which 
had elapsed since his return to Cesarea.”—T b.] 

Veb. 12, 13.—And they neither found me 
in the temple, etc. — [In ver. 18, the reading of 
text. ree. is obre rapaarf/oai, with A. E. G. H., 
while Lach. and Born, read ovdi with B. which 
is also the reading of Cod. Sin. Winer remarks, 
(Gram. N. T. { 65. 6) on the passage: “Ovdi is 
not here used like obre, but begins a new propo¬ 
sition thus: ‘neither in the temple did they find 
me — nor in the synagogues - - and they can 
also not prove, etc.’ But most of the manuscripts 
read obre in ver. 13. If that be the correct read¬ 
ing, obre — evp6v fie , in ver. 12, and obre irapaorrjocu 
— dbvavrai, in ver. 18, regularly correspond, and 
the words obre b ralg owayuyal; obre Kara rfjv 
irbXiv constitute subordinate members of the for¬ 
mer proposition.”— Tb.]. With respect to the 
occurrence itself, and to the accusation .founded 
upon it, to which latter Paul now replies, he 
emphatically declares that he had come to Je-' 
rusalem in order to worship (nporKvvfjouv ); he 
had, therefore, not opposed the worship of God 
in the sanctuary, as appointed by the law, but 
had, on the contrary, engaged in it himself; his 
journey had been, according to its design, a pil¬ 
grimage to the place of worship. He also denies 
in direct terms that he had in any manner pol¬ 
luted the temple, or had been the author of any 
disturbance, II apaorijoai [“after which supply 
rabra ” (de Wette)— Tb.J, is occasionally em¬ 
ployed by classic writers in the sense of ostendere y 
persuaders , probare. 

Vbr. 14-16. But this I confess unto thee. 
—These verses contain Paul’s reply to the invidi¬ 
ous charge of Tertullus, that he was a ringleader 
of the sect of the Nazarenes. He boldly and joy- 
fnlly confesses (bpohryct) that he is a Christian, 
but at the same time declines, in mild terms, to 
acknowledge the term alpeatg , which had been 
used by Tertullus in an unfavorable sense, as 
descriptive of a sect of separatists, (Xiyovm; op¬ 
ponents—Paul means—give that name to Chris¬ 
tianity, but it is not, in reality, a sect). [“It is 
a vox media , indicating a school y party , but had 
been used by Tertullus, ver. 5, in a bad sense, 
i. e ., a schismatic sect.” (Meyer).—T b.]. While 
he confesses his faith, and describes his Christi¬ 
anity, he intentionally and unequivocally avows 
the unity of the new covenant with the old. 
A arpevu> r<p irarp. de<p, L «., his religion is not an 
apostasy from the God of his fathers, but is, on 
the contrary, fidelity to Him. n tarbuv ttool, i. e., 
his religion does not teach him to regard the 


sacred writings of Israel with doubt and unbe¬ 
lief, but requires him to receive the Scriptures 
with entire faith. When he proceeds to state 
the subject-matter of his faith, he describes it as 
a devout hope of the resurrection, and here again 
he lays stress on his agreement with Israel—*o2 
avrol ovroi, L e.> my opponents also entertain this 
expectation. Here, however, irpo^dixeodai and 
eXirida ix ecv differ subjectively; the former de¬ 
notes rather an external attitude with respect to 
the truth in question, without indicating warmth 
of feeling, but the latter, eXir. describes that 
hope as a personal and very precious treasure. 
The confession, finally, ver. 16, refers to the 
practical, the moral, features of his Christianity. 
The words b roimp are not to be restricted in 
their application, to the hope already mentioned 
(Bengel), but refer to the whole foundation of 
the apostle’s faith, as far as he had hitherto in¬ 
dicated it. Ka2 avrdc, i. «., I, too, like all my 
brethren in the faith. 

Vbb. 17-21. Now after many [several] 
years, [“n Xetfouv, not so strong as ‘many’/’ 
(Conyb. etc. II. 292. note).—“Paul refers to the 
four years whioh had elapsed since his last visit 
to Jerusalem, ch. xviii. 22.” (Meyer).— Tb.J. 
The apos* le here recurs to the complaint of hrn 
enemies t .at he had defiled the temple, and, with 
his answer to it, combines a refutation of the 
charge that he had created a tumult. He states 
that he had recently returned to Jerusalem, 
partly for the purpose of bringing relief to his 
people, (that is, the collections which had been 
appointed in Gentile congregations for the Ju- 
dmo-Christians [1 Cor. xvi. 1 ff.; 2 Cor. viii. 1- 
8; Rom. xv. 26 (Meyer).— Tb.]), and of thus de¬ 
monstrating his love to his people, and, partly, 
for the purpose of offering sacrifices at the 
temple [the sacrifices usual at festivals, (Meyer). 
— Tb.]; comp. rrpo^Kwitauv in ver. 11. The lat¬ 
ter, the act of worship, corresponds, at the same 
time, to anpb^Konov crvveiS. kx- vpdf rdv $rdv, in 
ver. 16) while the former, the alms, correspond 
to npdf—rove dvdp&Kcn^. * While I was thus en¬ 
gaged (evolf, ver. 18)’—he says—‘and*after the 
requisite purificatory rites (rfyv«jfibov), but not 
in a.profane manner, I entered the temple, which, 
moreover, I did not pollute with tumult and 
noise.’ This statement also refutes the charge 
that he had disturbed the publio peace. T ivig S, 
ver. 19, belongs to evpov, ver. 18. [A dmma 
should be placed after &opb/iov, as Lachmann, 
Tischendorf and Bornemann (and Alford) have 
done, and not a full stop or period, which is the 
punctuation adopted by Griesbach, Scholz, and 
de Wette (and also the text, rec .), (Meyer.).— 
Tb.]. The sense is: “Certain Jews found me, 
not those who are here present (as they seem to 
say, ver. 5), but others who came from Asia, and 
these are precisely the persons who have not 
presented themselves here.”—Paul refers, in 
conclusion, to his opponents who are present, for 
the proof that the assembled Sanhedrin could not 
convict him of any offence, $ nepl, i. e., unless it 
was the exclamation which he had uttered in the 
midst of the assembly, xxiii. 6. 

Vbb. 22, 28. Felix - - having more perfeet 
knowledge - - deferred them.—’Am/WA- 
faotku was the current technical term for “to 
adjourn;” this verb is usually followed, it is true. 
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by sentence, decision , as its object, but occasion¬ 
ally also, as in this instance, by atrroOf, referring 
to an assembly which is adjourned. The words 
&cpt(3t<rrepov eid6$, etc., can be only intended (as 
the construction of the sentence shows), to assign 
the reason of the act implied by dve/3dtero, that 
is, Felix adjourned the meeting, because he had 
a fuller knowledge of Christianity [than that 
with which the present proceedings could furnish 
him. (Meyer).—Ta.l. This is the interpretation 
of Chrysostom, Luther, Wetstein, Meyer, a r A 
others. It is an error to suppose, with Beza, 
Grotius and Ewald, that these words themselves 
belonged to the concluding sentence of Felix, as 
if he should hare said: “After I shall have more 
perfectly acquainted myself with this way, and 
after the arrival of Lysias,’* etc. For if that 
were the sense, ein6n> could not possibly have 
been introduced at such a distance from the be¬ 
ginning of the sentence. The procurator must 
nave acquired a more than mere general know¬ 
ledge of Christianity during his administration, 
which had already lasted at least six years. 
[“The Christian religion had been known for 
many years in Cesarea (Acts viii. 40), where 
Felix resided, and bad penetrated even among 
the troops (Acts, ch. x.).” (Conyb. et . II. 298). 
—Tr.1. Hence he did not condemn P oil. Still, 
be did not acquit him, on account of considera¬ 
tions connected with the Jews. He accordingly 
postponed the matter, on the pretext that he was 
desirous of hearing the tribune Lysias, before he 
decided. Thus Paul remained in military custody 
(iKarovrdpxv rrjpeioBai), but with a certain allevia¬ 
tion (dveatg) of his confinement, since he was per¬ 
mitted to receive the visits of his own people (of 
Idiot), i.e., no doubt, of intimate Christian friends, 
and of relatives, like the nephew mentioned in 
xxiii. 16; their personal services in unimportant 
matters were also allowed (vnyperelv). Perhaps, 
too, there was a certain relaxation manifested 
in the manner in which he was guarded and 
shackled. See Wusklxb: Apost. Chron ., p. 
880 ff. 

a 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The speech of Tertullus—the only man who 
receives in the Scriptures the professional title 
Of an orator (rhetorician),—is an example of that 
eloquence which should not be regarded as ge¬ 
nuine; it is insincere and untrue in its matter, 
and artful and tinselled in its form. The address 
of the apostle resembles the discourses of Jesus, 
and all the discourses and writings of the other 
apostles; its matter is characterized by truth and 
sincerity, and its form by plainness and simplicity. 

2. The apostle demonstrates that godly senti¬ 
ments control him, by not being satisfied with 
merely refuting the false charges brought against 
him, and defending himself personally, but by 
also availing himself of the earliest opportunity 
for confessing and defending the Christian faith. 
It is not so much his own honor, as the honor of 
God and of His appointed way of salvation, for 
which he is concerned. 

8 . The confession of faith made by the apostle 
furnishes a sketch of the reply which Christianity 
makes to Judaism, and, specially, it shows that 
the former is not an apostasy from the old cove¬ 


nant, but rather the fulfilment of it. The fun¬ 
damental principle of the apostle is, in reality, 
precisely that which is expressed in the words 
of Jesus: “Think not that I am come to destroy 
the law, or the prophets: I am not come to de¬ 
stroy, but to fulfil,” Mt. v. 17. In perfect ac¬ 
cordance with these words of the Master, his 
disciple confesses that he believes all that is 
written in the law and in the prophets, that he 
holds faBt to the hope, which Israel also enter- 
tertains, as to a precious treasure, and that he 
serves none other than Jehovah, the God of his 
fathers. This is precisely the position which the 
Reformers assumed in the Augsburg Confession, 
in opposition to the Catholic church; it was the 
main object of that Confession of faith, on the 
one hand, to refute the charge of sectarianism 
and of apostasy on the part of the evangelical 
Christians, and, on the other hand, to demon¬ 
strate the unity of the latter with the aneient, 
true, apostolical, and catholic Church. 

4. There is a deep meaning in the apostle’s 
declaration that, with regard to his faith and his 
hope, he endeavored to maintain a good conscience 
in his relations both to God and to men. Such 
a statement was not only of great importance 
with respect to his defence of himself against the 
several charges of profaning the temple, and of 
creating tumults; it was also of the highest value 
as honorable testimony in favor of Christian!ty. 
Indeed, Christianity is “the conscience of the 
conscience.” When the Gospel of Christ reaches 
man, it does not fully control him, until it pene¬ 
trates his conscience. And man does not fully 
take hold of Christianity, and appropriate it to 
himself, until he avails himself of it as a power 
of God in his moral exercises—in preserving a 
conscience void of offence. In every other case, 
Christianity is only a color, a form, mere chaff, 
and not the substance, the power, the essence, 
and the life. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

VkR. 1. The high priest - - with a certain 
orator named Tertallns. —This is the only 
passage in the Scriptures in which an orator and 
the name of an orator are introduced. (Bengel). 
—The preachers of God are not speakers who 
utter words which they have merely learned, but 
who are witnesses of things revealed. (Besser). 
—No cause is so bad that it cannot find an advo¬ 
cate. (Starke).—Eloquence is a gift of God 
(Exod. iv. 11), but the eloquence of a bad man 
is poison in a golden cup. (Augustine).—Malice 
continually adorns itself with new colors, and 
adopts new weapons. When cunning, assassina¬ 
tion, and conspiracy are of no avail, it employs 
the tinsel of oratory, and attempts to gain its ob¬ 
ject by means of the weapons of flattery. But 
faith and truth retain their simplicity and integ¬ 
rity. The high priest appears with his orator 
Tertullus,' but Paul meets them with his good 
conscience and his believing heart. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 2,8 . Tertullus began to accuse him. 
—How artfiil and cunning are the children of 
darkness! “As a cage is full of (decoy) birds, 
so are their houses full of deceit.” Jer. v. 27. 
They hope to oppress the innocent and the poor. 
But are not the palaces of princes and great 


Digitized by tjOOQle 




CHAP. XXIV. 1-23. 


428 


lords, and the offices of judges and counsellors 
full of such decoy-birds? (Starke).— Seeing 
that by thee we enjoy great quietness 
[peace].—Tertullus overwhelms Felix with com¬ 
pliments, in order to gain his favor. (Starke). 
Wicked men never utter the word peace more 
loudly, than when they intend to disturb the 
peace, and to create confusion, Ps. lv. 21. (id.). 
—Tertullus prepares the way for his accusation 
by base flattery. Felix was enslaved by vice, 
and was hated by the people; they subsequently 
complained of him to the emperor. And yet this 
flatterer deifies him, in order to gain his favor, 
and declares that he is the author of blessings 
for which the Jews were indebted to God alone. 
This desire to flatter men still governs false and 
unfaithful teachers. (Ap. Past.).—How great an 
influence flattery exercises in the world! It is 
a wonderful instrument in the hands of men. 
Great men employ it, when they wish to gain 
their ends, and avail themselyes of the infirmities 
of inferior men; and, on the other hand, inferior 
men discover a weak side in a great man, and 
thus acquire power over him. [Rieger). 

Vbh, 4. That I be not further tedious 
unto thee. —This course was very welcome to 
Felix—an introduction, full of flattering expres¬ 
sions, and then a statement of the case as brief 
as possible; he disliked business (ch. xxiii. 35), 
and now received the promise that he should not 
be long detained. (Williger). 

Ver. 5. For we have found this man a 
pestilent fellow [to be a pest].—The beauti- 
ihl image of a witness of Jesus seems to the world 
to exhibit distorted features. His gracious mes¬ 
sage is called “a pest”; his seal in addressing 
those who are spiritually dead, results 'in giving 
him the character of “a mover of sedition.’ 1 To 
preach Jesus is “sectarianism”; to build up the 
kingdom of God is “to profane the temple.”— 
If such was the experience of Christ and his 
apostles, why should it not be our own? But 
we are consoled when the Spirit of truth gives 
us the testimony: “as deceivers, and yet true.” 
[2 Cor. vi. 8]. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 6. whom we took. —Tertullus does 
not even remotely refer to the intended assas¬ 
sination; over all these iniquities he artfully 
spreads a veiL (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 9. And the Jews also assented.— 
They said ‘‘Amen!” to the edifying sermon of 
Tertullus! [Williger).—Falsehood finds support¬ 
ers sooner tnan the truth. But if even thousands 
assent to a lie, it still remains a lie. (Starke). 

Ver. 10. Then Paul - answered, For¬ 

asmuch as I know - - - a judge unto this 
nation. —Be sparing in giving titles, as Paul 
here was. When an enemy of God, an unright¬ 
eous judge, an arrogant Hainan, or an Ahab, a 
slave of sin, is before thee, shouldst thou tell 
him that he is an excellent, highly esteemed, and 
incomparable man? Shouldst thou talk of his 
great merits? /4 He shalk never be moved, in 
whose eyes a vile person is contemned.* Ps. xv. 
4, 5. (Starke).—Paul undoubtedly shows respect 
to Felix, in so far as he holds a public office, the 
dignity of which is not derived from the personal 
merits of the person who is invested with it, but 
from the ordinance of God; nevertheless, when 
he addresses Felix as a “judge,” he reminds him 


of law and justice. Thus he practises himself 
all that he teaches us in Rom. ch. xiii. (Leonh. 
and Sp.). 

Ver. 11. I went up to Jerusalem for to 
worship.—Paul does not here employ a oommon 
mode of expression; he really intended, if it 
were possible, to be at Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost; ch. xx. 16. 

Ver. 12, 13. And they neither found me 
in the temple, etc.—Observe the course which 
Paul adopts. He modestly expresses his respect 
for the office of the judge; he honestly and briefly 
states the.case; he calmly denies the truth of the 
charge, and as calmly asserts that the opposite 
is the truth; he boldly demands an investigation 
and the proof; he distinctly exposes the true 
reason of the complaint Take the same course 
before a court of justice. (Starke). 

Ver 14. But this I confess unto thee, etc. 
—When Paul was allowed by Felix to speak, he 
replied to the accusations of his enemies, but, 
above all, availed himself of the opportunity to 
“witness a good confession” [1 Tim. vi. 18]. 
(Rieger).— That after the way which they 
call heresy [a sect], so worship I the God 
of my fathers. —Paul is not ashamed of being 
a “Nazarene,” but he denies that Christianity is 
a false doctrine recently introduced, and that the 
church of God is a sect that has apostatized from, 
the faith of the fathers, inasmuch as the Gospel 
of Christ is the heart and soul—the great object 
and end—of the entire old covenant. (Leonh. and 
Sp.).—The true church of God has always pro¬ 
duced the same evidence, whenever it was called 
a sect. Thus the Evangelical Church could al¬ 
ways with confidence reply to the Catholic, when 
the latter termed it a new party, that it was pre¬ 
cisely the old, apostolical church. (Williger).— 
Thus Christians of our day, who possess spirit¬ 
ual life, may demonstrate, when they are termed 
“sectarists,” “pietists,” etc., that, according to 
the Scriptures, their sectarian, or their pietism, is 
simply the imitation of Christ, an earnest walk 
in that way of salvation which Jesus has marked 
out in His word, in His own walk, and in His 
blood. 

Ver. 15. And have hope toward God, 
whioh they themselves also allow. —The 

hope of the resurrection is established on a doc¬ 
trine, the glory of which did not arise for the 
first time in the New Testament; this golden 
thread of eternal life passes, on the contrary, 
through the whole of the Old Testament. The 
Creator, who animated the dust of the ground 
with *His breath—the covenantal God, who made 
“an everlasting covenant*’ [Gen. xvii. 7] with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, is not a God of the 
dead, but of the living. That hope was a source 
of comfort to Job [ch. xix. 25-27); Isaiah (ch* 
xxvi. 19) foretold it; Daniel (ch. xii. 2) bore' 
witness to it. It is, however, true, that, in the 
case of Paul, this hope first of all acquired a firm 
foundation, and was endowed with life and pro¬ 
ductive pQwer through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead [2 Tim. i. 10]. (Leonh. 
and Sp.).—The resurrection is the foundation on 
which our Christianity rests; if the former yields, 
the latter would pass away with it [1 Cor. xv. 
14]. (Starke).—I have hope toward God, 
etc.—Hast thou this hope? If the Spirit has not 
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yet imparted it to thee, pause not until thou art 
assured of thy blessed resurrection; pause not, 
for there can be nothing more awful than to die 
without the hope of the resurrection. (Kapff.). 

Ver. 16 . And herein do I exercise my¬ 
self, to have always a conscience void of 
offence toward God, and toward men.— 
The apostle shows us the use which he makes of 
his religion. Here is the true object or aim of 
all religion. As long as our confession of faith 
is merely a matter of the judgment, or an inher¬ 
ited custom, or an apple of discord and source of 
contention, it is chaff without grain, a shadow 
without life. It then only deserves the name of 
a true faith, when it urges and assists us in so 
exercising ourselves that we may become right¬ 
eous, devout, and holy before God. (Ap. Past.). 
—Why should that man not love God with all his 
heart, who believes in God and has an assurance 
of His gracious purposes, since He has given us 
His Son, and with him the hope of eternal life? 
Why should he not fear and honor Him? Why 
should he not make every effort, in order to show 
his gratitude for such great gifts and mercies? 
Why should he not exhibit patience and obedi¬ 
ence in seasons of affliction? Thus faith is al¬ 
ways accompanied by many very brilliant and 
exalted virtues, and is never alone. (Luther).— 
Although Paul deals very strictly with his con¬ 
science, insomuch that he desires it to be void of 
offence at all times both toward God and toward 
men, he nevertheless Bpeaks with great humility. 
He does not say that he has or possesses such a 
conscience, but, with great consideration, says 
that he exercises himself to have it. It is very pro¬ 
fitable to deal strictly with the conscience and 
never allow it to relax its watchfulness. (Ap. 
Past.). 

Ver. 17, 18. I came to bring alms to my 
nation - - - found me purified in the tem¬ 
ple. —If he, who thus confers benefits on his 
neighbor, is called “a pest” [ver. 6] of the com¬ 
munity, what must that man be, who does injury 
to his neighbor? And if he who thus keeps his 
tow in the temple, is described as a man who 
“profanes the temple,” what name shall be given 
to the man, who, in the temple, violates his bap¬ 
tismal vow? (Starke). 

Ver. 20. Or else let these same here say, 
If they have found any evil doing in me. 

—The apostle, in his defence, demands of. all 
those who had seen and known him, or had asso¬ 
ciated with him, and been witnesses of his con¬ 
duct, whether they can lay any thing to his charge. 
He was impelled to adopt this course by a good 
conscience, which was void of offence toward God 
. and men. Many a teacher would be put to Bhame 
if his acquaintances, or those confidential friends 
who are aware of his secret acts, should arise and 
bear witness against him. But it is precisely 
from sources like these that the dread or fear 
proceeds, in consequence of which the duties of 
the sacred office are fulfilled in such a lukewarm 
manner. (Ap. Past.).—The whole discourse of 
the apostle shows the calmness of a heart which 
the Lord had strengthened. Here notice, I. The 
composure with which he listens to the accusa- 
sation of Tertullus; he does not open his mouth, 
until Felix beckons to him to speak; II. The up¬ 
rightness, which leads him to avoid all flattering 


terms in addressing Felix, while he shows re¬ 
spect to his office; III. The fearlessness with 
which he repels every unjust charge; IV. The 
simplicity of the manner in which be states the 
facts, without resorting to any artifice; V. His 
courage as a witness; the defence which he makes, 
affords him an opportunity also to make a con¬ 
fession, with a joyful spirit, of his faith, of liis 
hope, and of his love to God and man, and, in¬ 
deed, of his whole true and life-giving religion. 
(From Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 22. Felix - - deferred them. —Various 
forms of the natural heart, which a teacher, to 
whom the care of souls is intrusted, should thor¬ 
oughly understand, are developed in Felix. He 
presents an image of a man of the world, and il¬ 
lustrates by his conduct the manner in which 
such men deal with the Gospel. They have a 
“knowledge of that way,” but their knowledge 
exercises no influence on their hearts- Even 
when they occupy themselves with the things 
which belong to the kingdom of God, they are 
actuated solely by curiosity. They wish to be 
regarded as impartial, but their only object is to 
derive advantage fyom the one party or the other. 
Such is the character of the men of the world; 
and here a teacher needs great wisdom and godly 
sincerity, when he is in their presence, so that 
he may be neither too credulous, nor too timid. 
(From Ap. Past).—Felix here exhibits himself, 
to a certain extent, as a second Pilate. (Besser) 

Ver. 28. And to let him have liberty 
[relief]; ( repose , in Luther’s version). A ser¬ 
vant of Jesus at length grows weary, when h) 
has been long occupied in the world, and hat 
struggled amid the tumult and confusion of its 
carnal passionB. Happy is he when his Saviour 
grants him repose, so that, in communion witi 
other members of Jesus, his soul may be refredhec 
and strengthened in faith and grace. (Ap. Past). 

On the whole section, ver. 1-23.— * The sect 
that is every where spoken against [ch. xxviii. 22], 
ver. 6; L It believes all that is written in the 
word of God, ver. 14: II. It confesses all that for 
which the grace of God permits it to hope, ver. 
16; III. It exercises itself in all those duties which 
the commandments of God have established, ver. 
16. (Florey).— By what means does the Christian 
refute the groundless accusations of his enemies f L 
By unfeigned faith, ver. 14; II. By a joyful hope, 
ver. 15; III, By a godly life, ver. 16 (Leonh. and 
Sp.).— The power of the hope of a resurrection of 
the dead: it endows us, I. With courage and 
wisdom in our labors; II. With patience and 
strength in our afflictions; HL With steadfast¬ 
ness and joy in the hour of death, (id.).— How 
does the Christian defend himself against the charges 
which the world so often makes against him? 1. He 
avoids all well-deserved reproach, so that the 
Gospel may not be blasphemed on his account; 
II. He puts the causeless enmity of the world*to 
shame by a joyful confession of his faith; 111. He 
directs attention to his life, which furnishes the 
evidence of the truth of his faith. (Lisco).— The 
Christian's answer to the accusations of the world: 
L When should he answer them? (a) When the 
Lord, and not he himself, is reviled; ( b ) when he 
can hope to pacify his accusers, and not increase 
their animosity. II. How should he answer them ? 
(a) Without the fear of man; (6) convincing them 
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by witnessing a good confession. (Langbein).— 
The orator TertuUus , and the preacher Paul, or, 
False, and true, eloquence: I. False eloquence re¬ 
sorts to flattery, and addresses the self-lore of 
the hearer, ver. 3; true eloquence does not flat¬ 
ter, but addresses the heart and the conscience, 
▼er.* 10; II. False eloquence is hypocritical; it 
dwells only on the lips; it carries honey in the 
mouth, but gall in the heart, ver. 5, 6 ; true elo¬ 
quence never flatters; it proceeds from the heart, 
and its words are those of truth and uprightness, 
▼er. 10, 14-16; III. False eloquence is deceitful; 
it misrepresents the facts, and distorts the truth, 
▼er. 6 , 6 ; true eloquenoe never resorts to false¬ 
hood 9 it only repels false accusations, (ver. 13), 
while it confesses the truth (ver. 14,15), and pre¬ 
sents facts rather than mere words, ver. 16-20.— 
Are upright Christians the sectarians which the world 
represents them to be f No! For, I. The Leader 
whom they follow, is not the founder of a sect, 
but Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church; II. 
The communion from which they withdraw, is 
not the church of the Lord, but only the ungodly 
world, within and without the church; III. The 
way in which they walk, is pot a worship de¬ 
vised by men, but the original way of salvation 


appointed by the word of God; IV. The glory 
which they seek, is not empty worldly honor, but 
that of having a conscience void of offence to¬ 
ward God, and toward men, ver. 16.— The Chris¬ 
tian's true glory consists in the possession of a con¬ 
science void of offence , ver. 16. I. When has he 
such a conscience? (a) When it is void of offence 
not only toward men, who look on the outward 
appearance, but also toward God, who looketh on 
the heart [1 Sam. xvi. 7]; ( 6 ) when it is also 
voidftf offence, not only toward God, whose judg¬ 
ment will be hereafter revealed in the eternal 
world, but also toward men, who judge him at 
present according to his fruits, ver. 13, 17-20. 
II. How may such a conscience be acquired? (a) 
By first gaining a knowledge of the way of sal¬ 
vation from the word of God, and by receiving 
that knowledge with faith, ver. 14, 15; (t) by 
diligently walking in that way, and by exercise 
in godliness, ver. 16.— The Christian's best defence 
against the poisoned darts of calumny: I. A joyful 
confession made with the mouth, ver. 14; II. A 
conscience void of offence, and a peaceful heart, 
ver. 16; III. A blameless life, in the past, ver. 
17-20; IV. A righteous judgment of God in the 
future, ver. 15. 


C.— A SECOND HEARING BEFORE THE PROCURATOR IS ALSO WITHOUT RE8ULT J AND TBLIX LEAVES PAUL 

AS A PRI80NER TO HIS SUCCESSOR. 

Chapter XXIV. 24-27. 

24 And [But] after certain [some] days, when Felix came with his 1 wife Dmsilla, 
which [who] was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in 

25 Christ*. *And as [Butwhen] he reasoned o^ [discoursed concerning] righteousness [jus¬ 
tice], temperance [continence], and judgment to come [the.future judgment] 8 , Felix 
trembled [became afraid], and answered, Co thy way for this time; when I have a 

26 convenient season [when I find a convenient time], I will call for thee. *He hoped 
also [He also hoped, at the same time, Spa Si xal, 4 ] that money should have been given* 
him of [money would be given to him by] Paul, that he might loose him [om. that he 
might loose him 5 ]: wherefore he [also, xaf] sent for him the oftener, and communed 

27 [conversed] with him. *But after two years [had elapsed, 7tAr)pwde(<rr)q] Porcius Fes- 
tus came into Felix* room [Felix received a successor m Porcius Festus]: and Felix, 
willing to show the Jews a pleasure [wishing to place the Jews under obligations 8 ], 
left Paul bound [Paul in confinement]. 

I Ver. 24. a. [ovtou after y vrauci, of text, rec ., with A. E., is omitted in B. C. G. H., and is dropped by recent editors 
generally. Lach. inserts L6i<f before yw., from A. B., but this word is not fonnd in C. E. G. H., and is not adopted by 
others. Vulg. uxore sua .—Cod. Sin. read originally riy yvw. avrov ; a later hand. A, prefixed i6ta to yvr/but Tisch. re¬ 
marks here that this word was subsequently erased, apparently by C.—Tr.] 

* Ver. 24. b. hprovv after Xpurrir is fonnd in three uncial manuscripts, it is true, [in B. E. G. and also Vulg.], but as 
it Is wanting in three others fin A. C. H.j, it ought to be regarded as spurious. [It is inserted by Loch., Scholz., Ti«ch., 
and Born., but not by Alf., who, with Meyer, regards it as a later addition, I^<r. is found in Cod. Sin. (original), but Tisch. 
•ays of it: “ bis (ab A et O?) punctis notatum.”—T r.] 

•Ver. 25. eovaSai after fUWovrot, has been adopted, it is true, by Tlschendorf [in the edition of 1849], as genuine; 
nevertheless it is fonnd only in the two latest manuscripts [G. H.], while it is wanting iu the four oldest [A. B. C. E. and 
also Cod. Bln.]; the word should therefore be rejected as a later addition. [Omitted by Lach., Scholz, Born., and Alf.; the 
latter say that it is “ apparently a correction after ver. 16.”—Vulg. simply; futuro. —De Wette says; 44 «<r«o4«i is, according 
to ch. xb 28, and ch. xxlii. 80, probably genuine.”—T r.] 

• Ver. 26. a. [W after aft*, of text, rec., with some minuscules,is omitted in A. B. C. E. G. H. and Cod. Sim; Vulg.tfaud 
*L It is dropped by recent editors generally.—T r.] 
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* Ter. 28. b. The words ovwf A worn mirror are undoubtedly an explanatory interpolation; they are wanting In the m*> 
Jorlty of the uncial mauuscripts. [They occur in G. H., bnt not in A. B. C. B.,. nor in Cod. Sin, nor in the Vulg 4 they 
are either dropped by recent editors, or are inserted in brackets. Alt, adopting Meyer’s views. Bays: ** a gloss from the 
margin.”—Tm.l 

• Ver. 27. The plural \*P iTa * [text. rec. 1 is found only in one uncial manuscript it is true [In and M in some fetbers, 
but in no versions 1 ’ (Meyer).—T r], but it occurs in by far the hugest number of the minuscules. Of the other uncial 
manuscripts, three [A. B. Cj exhibit x*piTa, and two [E. G.J \dp<r. The singular is, however, obviously a correction, as 
the plural did not seem [to copyists] to be appropriate [“one favor only here being spoken of; see ch. xxv. (Alti— 
Tr.}. The more difficult reading here claims the preference. [De Wette regards the plural as referring to other attempts 
to gain favor, and Alf. retains it, while Larh., Tisch., and Born, read xd^xTa.—Cod. Sin. originally read re gapcim, which 
was altered by a later hand, C, to 64 x*f MI '<—Vulg. gratiam prmstare. ” The reading x*piT«, which is the best attested, 
should be the more readily received, as this form of the accusative was regarded with suspicion, since it does not usually 
occur iu the New Test., although it is found in Jude, ver. 4.” (Meyer). In this passage of Jade, the text rtc. exhibits x*#*** 
with C. G. J., for which Lach. and Tisch. substitute x4p*r« from A. B.—Tr.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 24 a. Felix came with hia wife, «. 
to the apartment in which he intended to hear 
Paul [“probably the aKpoarfjptav mentioned below 
ch. xxv. 23.” ( Conyb. and II. II. 294. n. 6.— Tr.]; 
or the sense may be: he came back to Ces'area, 
after having been engaged elsewhere, in the pro¬ 
vince, during the interval. 

b. Dmsilla.—She was a daughter of Herod 
Agrippa I., who had commanded that James 
should be executed, and who afterwards died in 
Cesarea, ch. xii. 1 ff.; ver. 21 ff. She was dis¬ 
tinguished for her beauty, and had been married 
to Azizus, the king of Emesa. Felix became ac¬ 
quainted with her, and, with the assistance of a 
Jewish sorcerer, named Simon of Cyprus, in¬ 
duced her to forsake her husband and marry 
him (Jos. Antiq. XX. 7. 1, 2.). The summons 
which Paul received, was no doubt suggested by 
her; as a Jewess and a member of the llerodian 
family, she had unquestionably heard the Chris¬ 
tian religion mentioned on many occasions, and 
may have been desirous of seeing and hearing 
for herself one of the principal representatives 
of the Church. It is obvious that the questions 
addressed to Paul, did not specially refer to the 
accusations which had been brought against him. 

Ver. 25,26. a. And as he reasoned of, etc. — 
When Paul received liberty to speak, he did not 
confine himself to those points on which Felix or 
his wife wished to hear him; he a]po introduced 
oertain subjects of which Felix did not wish to 
hear, hut on which the apostle’s conscience, pre¬ 
cisely for that reason, constrained him to dis¬ 
course. He spoke of justice to a judge, of con¬ 
tinence t<y a prefect, whose recklessness and licen¬ 
tiousness had made him notorious [per omnem 
ssevitiam et libidinem , Tac. Hist. V. 9. — Tr.1, and 
of the future judgment to a man who needed that 
he should be reminded of his future account. 
The word Atafayo/ihov is here employed, as the 
proceedings were not, strictly speaking, official 
and public, but rather assumed the character of 
a private interview between Paul and the procu¬ 
rator, together with the wife of the latter. 

b . Felix trembled [became afraid].— 
[“ Trembled is merely Tyndale’s loose transla¬ 
tion of a phrase denoting inward feeling, not its 
outward indications.” (Alex.)— Tr.]. He was 
alarmed, as he had not for a long time heard 
such language from any one, and least of all from 
the mouth of a prisoner of whom he was the ac¬ 
knowledged judge. But he abruptly terminated 
the interview, and sent Paul back to his prison. 


Td vvv l%ov, L e*, for the present; this expression 
occurs very frequently in the later Greek writers, 
as Lucian, Diodorus, Chrysostom, etc. The par¬ 
ticiple tAirl^uv is connected with airtKpiify, al¬ 
though other words intervene. There can be 
no doubt that Felix was aware of the deep inter¬ 
est which the Christians took in the fate of Paul, 
and knew that they would make the most costly 
sacrifice in order to aid him. [Bat his hopes 
of receiving money from Paul, furnished by the 
Christians, were unfulfilled; for while the apos¬ 
tle was ever ready to claim the protection of the 
law, be never resorted to dishonorable means. 
(Conyb. and H. IL 295).—Tr.]. Felix would, 
indeed, have gladly received a bribe from Paul, 
although it was expressly forbidden by the Lex 
Julia , De repetundis , that any person should re¬ 
ceive pay in any form for the arrest, the con¬ 
demnation, or the acquittal of any individual 
[“ It is remarkable that Tacitus uses of Felix 
( Ann. XII. 54) the expression: ‘cuncta male- 
fact a sibi impune ratus.’ (Alf.).— Tr.] 

Ver. 27. But after two yearn [had elapsed]. 
—These two years are naturally to be reck¬ 
oned from the beginning of Paul’s imprisonment, 
and not from the time of the appointment of 
Felix to office, the latter being here of no im¬ 
portance whatever. [“The events of these two 
years of the life of the apostle are so entirely 
unknown, that the assertion cannot be made 
with confidence (Ewald), that none of his epis¬ 
tles, written during this period, can be extant.” 
(Meyer).—“Many messages, and even letters— 
may have been sent from Cesarea to brethren at 
a distance. And a plausible conjecture fixes 
this period and place for the writing of 8t. 
Luke’s Gospel, under the superintendence of the 
Apostle of the Gentiles.” (Conyb. and B. IL 
296).—Tr.]. Felix was reoalled by Nero, with¬ 
out any agency of his own, probably in the sum¬ 
mer of the year 60. He left Paul behind him, a 
prisoner, and in chains; he adopted this course 
in order to confer a favor on the Jews, and thus 
induce them, in view of the obligation, to treat 
him with forbearance, and withhold complaints. 
Xdpira [xdptv] KaraTi&eerfrai is a classical expres¬ 
sion, equivalent to benefictum conferee, literally, to 
deposit thanks (lay up favor) with any one. But 
this object was not attained, for Felix had 
scarcely departed, before the Jews sent a depu¬ 
tation commissioned to accuse him before the 
emperor. [See Exeo. note on xxiii. 25-80. a .— 
Tr.1. Porcius Festus, who was now invested 
with the procuratorship, fulfilled his duties with 
integrity, but retained the office at 'foost only 
two years, when he died. Albinus succeeded 
him in the autumn of the year 62. 
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DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. It contributes to the honor of Christ, that 
the apostle cannot speak of Him, without alarm¬ 
ing the conscience of Felix. Persons may some¬ 
times be found, who are very willing to hear the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, although we might not pre- 

M viously have supposed that they entertained such 
a wish; thus Herod Antipas desired to see Jesus 
Lu. ix. 9; xxiii. 8]. But they are governed 
y a carnal feeling, and expect to find in Chris¬ 
tianity a religion suited to their own particular 
views. The word of Christ, howevef, is essen¬ 
tially of such a nature, that it takes hold of the 
conscience. 

2. Felix is alarmed. He accordingly felt one 
edge of the word of God, but not the other edge, 
which, in its turn, heals through the power of 
God, through reconciliation, forgiveness, and 
renewing grace; for he withdrew himself from 
the powerful and penetrating influences of the 
word, and sought to evade the whole subject, 
rather than to acquire a knowledge of his sins, 
and to repent. A single sin, of which an indi¬ 
vidual is the willing servant, places him under a 
secret ban, which renders his conversion and 
deliverance impossible. 


HOMILETIOAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Veb. 24. After certain days Felix - - - 
sent for Paul. —As men are fond of change, 
they are occasionally willing to hear the Gospel 
in its turn; sometimes they simply wish to grat¬ 
ify their curiosity, even as Herod had for a long 
time desired to see Jesus; but sometimes, too, 
they hope that the Gospel will furnish them 
with a cooling application for an uneasy con¬ 
science. Thu& many in our day listen to one 
witness of the truth after the other, while they 
fully obey none; their only object is to obtain 
from every one of these witnesses some principle 
or point of doctrine, which, when all are com¬ 
bined, will render religion endurable to the 
flesh. (Rieger).—Paul again appears before Fe¬ 
lix, not, however, at a public trial, bnt at a con¬ 
fidential and private interview. Hence the 
apostle does not on this occasion speak in his 
own defence, but seeks to win the heart of his 
judge for Christ through repentance and faith. 
He stands before Felix at this moment, not as a 
man accused of offences, but as a herald of the 
Gospel. (Leonh. and Sp.). 

Veb. 25. And as he reasoned of right¬ 
eousness [justice], temperanoe [conti¬ 
nence], and [the] judgment to oome.— 
Paul gave such a turn to his discourse on faith 
in Christ, that it ultimately referred to those 
truths respecting justice, chastity and the future 
judgment, which are so deeply seated in the 
conscience. A conversation on these topics 
would, no doubt, exercise a direct influence on 
such a judge, and such a couple as Paul saw be¬ 
fore him. [“ His audience consisted of a Roman 
libertine and a profligate Jewish princess.” 
(Conyb. and H. II. 295).—Tb.]. Such was a 
natural and necessary result; for when divine 
truth is properly set forth, it discerns and 
judges the inmost thoughts and intents of the 


heart. [Hebr. iv. 12]. (Rieger).—Paul here 
preaches before his judge, a man of high rank, 
on whose favor much depended. Nevertheless, 
he proclaims to him the whole counsel of God, 
and holds nothing back. He does not represent 
to him the way to heaven as broader than it really 
is; he neither attempts to charm his ears, nor 
connives at his lusts. He preaches the Gospel, 
but does not observe silence respecting the law. 
He even attacks the favorite sins of Felix, and 
does not fear that he will give offence by his 
preaching. What a noble example of a faithful 
witness of the truth! (Ap. Past.).—The textand 
the theme are admirably suited to these hearers. 
He preaches on justice to a venal officer, on 
chastity to an adulterous pair, and on the future 
judgment to an unrighteous judge, who was af¬ 
terwards cited in a meuacing manner before 
the imperial tribunal at Rome.—However, Paul 
did not speak with a special reference to the 
sins of the governor, but discoursed in general 
terms on those solemn subjects. It was not ne¬ 
cessary that he should make a direct and perso¬ 
nal application; the Holy Spirit himself applied 
the words to the heart of Felix. Sermons that 
are intended to rebuke, shoflld not seem to be 
personally offensive; if they are of the right de¬ 
scription, they will consist of such expositions 
of the command: “Repent,” as may penetrate 
the heart; those to whom the words apply, will 
then become fully conscious that it is not the 
preacher, but the Lord, who has reached them. 
(Williger). — Felix trembled. — Behold the 
power and majesty of the word of God! Here 
the judge is alarmed in the presence of the ac¬ 
cused; the ruler of the country, in the presence 
of a tent-maker; the master, whom many ser¬ 
vants surround, in the presence of a prisoner. 
Such an effect was not produced by the bold 
speech of Paul, but by the word of God, Ps. 
cxix. 120; Hebr. iv. 12, 13. (Starke).—Felix 
was alarmed—a proof that he was not a thor¬ 
oughly bad, a wholly depraved man; there must 
have been still something good in him, which 
was conscious of an affinity with that which was 
good; he still retained a sense of shame, and 
could be moved by the truth. How happy it 
would have been for him, if he had made a 
proper use of this salutary alarm—if he had al¬ 
lowed himBelf to be penetrated by the piercing 
word of the truth, to be illuminated by its light, 
and to be purified in its fire! (Menken).—Go 
thy way for this time; when I have a 
convenient season, I will call for thee.— 
Great lords, great sinners! It is not Bafe to 
preach to them; for when their conscience is 
touohed, they either dismiss the preacher in dis¬ 
grace, or even proceed so far as to deprive him 
of life, Matth. xiv. 10. (Starkel.—He wished to 
wait for “a convenient season,*’ and yet it was 
precisely now that the time accepted and the 
day of salvation [2 Cor. vi. 2] dawned upon him. 
How often the word meets with a similar recep¬ 
tion among us! We are willing to use it as the 
means for amusing an idle imagination, or for 
drawing forth carnal tears. Men are willing to 
hear discourses on God’s paternal love, and 
listen with delighted ears to fanciful descriptions 
of a joyful recognition in the world to come. 
But when we hear the loud call: “Repent,” 
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when the sermon refers to the strait gate of self- I with treasures of divinfe grace, and produced 


denial, to the narrow way of sanctification, and 
to the terrors of the judgment—when the sword 
of the word smites our favorite sins, and de¬ 
mands an entire change, a new birth of the 
whole {pan, the exclamation is at once uttered: 
4 This is a hard saying: who can hear it? [John 
vi. 60]. Such severe preaching does not at pre¬ 
sent suit me; when I am old, when I have en¬ 
joyed the pleasures of life, when death is near, 
I will crucify the flesh, be converted, and pre¬ 
pare for eternity.* But woe unto us, if it then 
be too late, and if God’s response to our foolish 
words: ‘Go thy way for this time,’ is: ‘Depart 
from me!’ (Matth. xxv. 41). “When I have a 
convenient season!” But when do we suppose 
that this convenient season will come? Our se¬ 
cret thoughts reply: ‘Never,* and yet that season 
is always now here. 0 that we had but eyes to 
recognize it, and the courage to avail ourselves 
of it! But it is precisely here that we fail, and 
that thou, to6, Felix, failest! The hour of thy 
salvation had arrived, but thou didst allow it t-o 
pass by, and didst wait for a more convenient 
season. But did it ever oome? After two 
years, thou wast commanded to appear in Rome 
and give an account to the emperor; thou wast 
aooused by the people. It occurred, according 
to the wonderful counsel of God, that thou wast 
once more in the same city in which Paul was. 
Didst thou then avail thyself of that ‘convenient 
season?’ Or didst thou again neglect it? And 
did death at length carry thee off at an incon¬ 
venient season ? Let the case of Felix be a warn¬ 
ing to us. Let us never, like him, say: ‘Go thy 
way for this time,’ that the lot of Capernaum, of 
Chorazin, and of Bethsaida [Mt. xi. 21, 23], may 
not be our own! Let us not wait for a conve¬ 
nient season, lest our end be like that of Pha¬ 
raoh and Saul! Let us never be governed by 
impure motives, when we listen to the word of 
God, lest we share the fate of Simon the sorcerer 
(ch. viii.)! When it comes to us, let us answer 
with Abraham: ‘Here I am,* [Gen. xxii. 1], or 
with Samuel: ‘Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
heareth’ [1 8am. iii. 9], or with Cornelius: 
‘Now are we all here present before God, to 
hear all things that are commanded thee of God 
[ch. x. 88].’ (Fr. Strauss.). 

Vsr. 26. He hoped also that money 
should have been given him of Paul.— 
When avarice has taken deep root in the heartB 
of men invested with authority, justioe is sold by 
them for money, and the inuocent receive no aid 
unless they pay for it, while the guilty, who have 
bribed the jud ge, e scape punishment, Deut. xvi. 
19. (Starke).— Wherefore he sent for him 
the oftener. —It wa$ really Paul who was flat¬ 
tered by Felix. His liberty was placed within his 
reach, provided that he was disposed to purchase 
it with money. But he chose rather to abide by 
the will of God, than effect his release by em¬ 
ploying carnal means. (Ap. Past.). 

Ybe. 27. But after two years. —Not only is 
the oross laid, in many cases, on the children of 
God, but many weary days also pass by. before 
it is removed, Gen. xxxix. 20; xli. 1-14; Ps. xiii. 
1. (Starke).—The years of leisure passed by the 
man who labored more abundantly than all 
others [1 Cor. xv. 10], enriched his own soul 


their appropriate fruit for the benefit of the 
church. But the condition of that man is awful 
indeed, to whom the grace of God has drawn near 
for two years, and who, at their close, resembles 
a barren landmark on which the rain has fallen. 
Unhappy Felix! (Besser). 

On thb wholb section, veb. 24-27. — The 
carnet which lead many to listen willingly to the 
Gospel, but not to the law : the cause may be, L 
An error of the judgment; they suppose that the 
Gospel has rendered the preaching of the law 
superfluous. II. An error of 4he conscience— 
that our spiritual state no longer needs the law. 
IIL A mistake of the feelings—they were wound¬ 
ed by every solemn admonition. IY. The domi¬ 
nion of the flesh, which holds the will in bond¬ 
age. (Langbein).— Why is it that so many per¬ 
sons are found, who take no deep interest in religion f 

I. Because they cannot entirely break the ties 
which bind them to the past; II. Because they 
will not seize the present moment, but wait for 
a more convenient season; III. Because they re¬ 
fuse to entertain the thought of the future judg¬ 
ment. (id.).—“ When I have a convenient season 
this is the language, I. Of all those who know 
indeed the vanity of the world, but are too sloth¬ 
ful to break loose from the lust of the world; 
IL Of those who are conscious indeed of the 
shame and the bondage of sin, but are too feeble 
earnestly to repent; III. Of those who have in¬ 
deed experienced in some degree, the power of 
the divine word, but whose thoughtlessness pre¬ 
vents them from entirely yielding to it. (Leonh. 
and Sp.). — Felix , a mournful image of many 
hearers of the word: I. He was alarmed, ver. 24, 
25; II. No change in him occurred, ver. 25-27 
(Lisco).— The power of the divine word: L It calls 
forth bold preachers (the fearless apostle); II. 
It awakens the sleeping conscience (the trembling 
Felix); III. It decides, and divides asunder 
[Hebr.] iv. 12], (Paul isdismissed with the words: 
“Go thy wayFelix remains unconverted), (id.). 
— Two common excuses by which men attempt to 
evade the serious duty of repentance : I. 4 Every thing 
—save one!*—Felix desired to hear Paul on 
every subject except the one that specially con¬ 
cerned him, justice, chastity, and the judgment. 
He was willing to do every thing except the one 
thing needful — to renounce his favorite sins. 

II. ‘To-morrow—not to-day!’ Felix tells Paul 
to go his way for the present; he will call again 
for the apostle, when he shall find it convenient 
to himself. He delays his repentance—he never 
repented l— When is it a convenient season for re¬ 
pentance f I. At all times, for him who is wil 
ling to repent; for (a) God is calling us to re 
pentance at all times and in divers ways—by in¬ 
ternal emotions and external experiences, by the 
law and the Gospel, by joys and sorrows; (b) 
man can find time to listen to the word of God, at 
all times, in every occupation and situation of 
life. II. Never, for him who is unwilling to re 
pent; for (a) whenever God calls, he finds it in 
convenient to obey; (6) when he shall call on 
God with a fainting soul, in his extremity, or 
when, in eternity, he appears before the judg¬ 
ment-seat, God’s season will have already passed 
away; it will then be too late. The words tfill 
then be fulfilled: “Ye shall [will] seek me, and 
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shall [will] die in yonr sins.” John wiii. 21.— 
PauTs text , intended to call Felix to repentance , a 
text euited to our times: it refers to the fruits of a 
genuine repentance, namely, I. Righteousness 
in dealing with our neighbor. Is not this text 
suited to an age in which unrighteousness pre¬ 
vails far and wide, in every condition of life— 
an age in whioh the fidelity and honesty of an 
earlier period, are more and more rarely found, 
both among the high and low? II. Chastity— 
the dut£ of controlling our own flesh. Ib not 
this text suited to an age in which the lust of 
the flesh, and corruption of morals, prevail far 
and wide—an age in which the modesty and de¬ 
corum of an earlier period are less and less 
valued, both in the village and in the city—an 
age, too, in which many a pair enters the church, 
and appears before the altar of marriage, united 
by sinful bonds, like Felix and Drusilla? IIL 
The future judgment, before the eternal God. 
Is not this text suited to an age of shameless in¬ 
fidelity, which mocks at God and eternity, at a 
future judgment and retribution, at heaven and 
hell—an age which belies and deceives itself with 
theSadducean motto: ‘‘Let us eat and drink; for 
to-morrow we die I”? [1 Cor. xv. 32; Isai. xxii. 
13].— Paul before Felix , or, The judicial power of 
the divine word: I. Paul stands before Felix, (a) 
as the inferior before his superior; (6) as the pri¬ 
soner before the free man; ( c) as the accused be¬ 
fore his judge; nevertheless, all is reversed by the 


| power of the divine word, of which the apostle is 
a minister. II. It is now Felix who stands be¬ 
fore Paul, (a) as one accused by God’s word and 
his own conscience before an incorrupt ible judge; 
(6) m one bound by the cords of unrighteousness 
and the lust of the flesh, before the Lord’s free¬ 
man [1 Cor. vii. 22]; (c) as the inferior, alarmed, 
and irresolute man before the mighty hero of 
God, who, even in bonds, says, both in word 
and indeed: “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengthened) me.” [Phil. iv. 18]. —PauVe 
imprisonment tn Cesarea during two years , or, The 
painful and yet blessed seasons of repose and expec¬ 
tation, of the servants of Ood . [Compare the 
cases of Joseph in the prison, Moses in the 
wilderness, David in the mountains, Elijah at the 
brook Cherith, John the Baptist in the prison, 
John the Evangelist in Patmos, Luther in the 
Wartburg, faithful pastors on sick-beds, etc.). I. 
Painful (a) for the servant of God. when his hands* 
are thus bound; (6) painful for the church of the 
Lord, when its pastors are thus withdrawn; and 
yet, II. Blessed, (o) for the servant of God, when 
he thus finds a season suited for quiet meditation 
and more thorough purification; ( b ) blessed for 
the church of the Lord, when it thus increases 
in its own strength, and learns alike to acknow¬ 
ledge with gratitude the value of the grace con¬ 
ferred by God through faithful teachers, and also 
to pray without oeasing both for the shepherd 
and the flock. 


\ 


D. —THB NEW PROCURATOR, PORCIUS PB8TU8, RESUMES, AT THR INSTANCE OP THE JEWS, THE INVES¬ 
TIGATION OP THE CA8E OP PAUL; BUT WHEN THB LATTER APPEALS TO THE EMPEROR, THB PRO¬ 
CURATOR ADMITS THE APPEAL. ' 


Chapter XXV. 1-12. 

1 Now when [o3v] Festus was come into [had taken charge of] the province, after 

2 three days he ascended from Cesarea to Jerusalem. *Then the high priest [the chief 
priests 1 ] and the chief of the Jews informed him against Paul [accused Paul before 

3 him], and besought him, *And desired [Asking it as a] favour against him, that he 
would send for him to Jerusalem, laying [intending to lay] wait in the way to kill him 

4 [wait, in order to kilt him by the way]. ♦But [However, 6 /±h o3v] Festus answered, 
that Paul should be kept [was guarded] at* Cesarea, and [but, <Je] that he himself 

6 would depart shortly thither . *Let them, therefore, said he, which among you are 
able [those among you who exercise authority], go down with me, and accuse this 

6 man, if there be any wickedness in him [if he be liable to any charge*]. *And when 
he had tarried among them more than ten days [not more than eight or ten days 4 ], he 
went down unto Cesarea; and thp next day sitting on the judgment seat commanded 

7 Paul to be brought. *And when he was come, the Jews which [who] came down 
from Jerusalem stood round about [stood around], and laid 5 many and grievous com- 

8 plaints against Paul, which, they could not [were not able to] prove. * While he 
answered for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, 
nor yet against Cesar [against the emperor], have I offended any thing at all [in any 

9 respect]. ♦But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure [to confer an obligation on 
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the Jews], answered Paul, and said, Wilt thon go up to Jerusalem, and there be 

10 judged of these things [with respect to this accusation] before me? *Then said Paul 
[But (d£) Paul said], I stand at Cesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: 
to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest [as thou also (zai <n>) 

11 knowest better (xcttliov)]. *For if I [If, therefore• I] be an offender, or [and, xal] 
have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none 
of [nothing in] these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto 

12 them [can surrender me as a favor to them]. I appeal unto Cesar. *Then Festus, 

when he had conferred with the [his] council, answered, Hast thou appealed unto 
Cesar? [Thou hast appealed unto Cesar;] unto Cesar shalt thou go. * 


l Ver. 2. o Apxtcpeife [of text, rec.l is unquestionably less strongly attested by external evidence than the plural oi 
mpxiapaif. [The singular is fonnd in IL, but the plural in ▲. B. C. K. 0. Cod. Kn, Syr. Vulg. (principal aacerdntmm). All. 
who retains the singular, says: 44 It has been imagined that b ap*. has been a correction to suit the former part of Use 
narrative. But it is much more probable that oi d p\. has been substituted for it, to suit the assertion of Festua, ver. 

This was the opinion expressed by de Wette in his last-edition. Meyer says (3d edition, 1861): “The singular is a correc¬ 
tion from ch. xxiv. 1.'* Lach., Tisch^ and Bom., adopt the plural.—T r.] 

* Ver. 4. The reading fit Kaioipeia* is sustained by the four oldest manuscripts [A. B. C. E. and also Cod. Sia.1; it 
should be preferred to tv Kaurofm?. [The latter, adopted by the text, rtc ., and retained by Scholx, is found in Q. H.— 
Lach., Tisch., Bom, and Alf. read etc K.—Tr.] 

* Ver. 6. irowor, instead of rovry is indeed attested by four important manuscripts [A. B. C. E. also Cod. 8im, a um¬ 
ber of minuscules, and Vulg. (erfinen)]; it should, nevertheless, be cancelled with Tischendorf [in the edition of 1B4SI aa 
spurious; but it may have easilv been interpolated as an explanation [**as a gloss on rt; see Lu. xxiii. 41 ” (Alford, fan 
Mever)], while the omission of the word [If it originally belonged to the text], would be improbable. [The word is omitted 
in Q. H. and in a number of minuscules; it is dropped bv the text ree., and by AIL, but is substituted for tovt^ by Lach. 
and Born.— 44 The word wickedness, although not printed in Italics, is supplied by the translators, being found neither fn 
the common text nor in the critical editions; but several of the oldest copies have a Greek word (orovor) elsewhere ren¬ 
dered harm (ch. xxviii. 6), amiss (Lu. xxlli. 41), unreasonable (2 Thees. iti. 2). The idea of fault or crime is of course sug¬ 
gested even by the shorter reading, 44 if there be any thing in this for the) man.” (Alexander).—T r.1 

» 4 Ver. & The majority of the manuscripts [A. B. C. E., and Vulg.] exhibit: ov whsiovs Arri» if Sima, and this reading 
should be regarded as genuine. Two manuscripts [G. H.l road: irActow h Mica land this is the reading adopted by text vec.]; 
In one minuscule [no. 137], and several vendons [Syr. etc.], the words ov xAtiovt were dropped. [E. omits ov; B. reads 
x At toy at. — The margin of the Engl. Bible has the following note : 44 More than ten days; or, as some copies read, no man 
than eight or ten days.”—Recent editors generally read: ov wk. o*. q 64k*. Alford, quoting from Meyer, says: 44 The num¬ 
ber of days is variously read : which has probably arisen from the later MSS., which have q for the &jtth of the men 
ancient ones: thus rj (the letter of thf Greek alphabet representing eight) has been omitted on account of the ^ (the par¬ 
ticle distinctive, meaning or) which follows.”—Ood. Sin. reads: ov wAetow um*P*C o*t** ij Sana. —Tr.] 

4 Ver. 7. KaT*<f>4povTtf [found in A. B. C., Cod. Sin. and Vulg. ( objicientes )], is far more strongly attested than cn+ip. 

5 E.], and the simple form $4pomt [G. and 11.], each of which Is found only in one uncial manuscript. [Bat the latter is 
ouud in two —Lach., Tisch., and Alf., read Kara A.—For strtdjtaTa, of text, rec., with many minuscules, recent editors read 
airuftfLora, with A. B. C. E. G. H. Cod. Sin.—T r.J 

• Ver. 11. obr is decidedly attested [by A. B. 0. E. and Cod. Sin.]; yap [of G. H. Vulg. (*< oum), and text recA is evi¬ 
dently a correction. f“ «i pi* obr seemed to the copyists to contradict ovifr rjbucifo* in the preceding verse.*’ (Meyer). 
Recent editors generally substitute obr for yap. —Tr.] 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 1-8. a. Now when Foetus was come 
into [had taken charge of] the province.— 
’Eirtfiaivo is regarded by some os here meaning 
to come into the province; but several passages ad¬ 
duced by Wetstein sustain the interpretation: 
to assume office, to undertake the adnUnietration . 
’E irapxla is, strictly speaking, s term applied only 
to proconsular provinoes, but may also be used 
of those governed by procurators; the offioial 
term in the latter case was hrtrpoTrij. Festus 
arrived either in the summer or the autumn of 
the year 60 after Christ (Wieseler: Ap. ChronoL 
p. 91 ff.; Anger: Temp. Rat . p. 106 ff.). He had 
scarcely reached Cesarea (where he was to re¬ 
side), when he prepared to visit Jerusalem, which 
was, properly speaking, the capital of the nation. 

b. The aoting high priest at that time was 
Ismael, the son of Phabi, whom Felix had al¬ 
ready appointed in place of Ananias (Jos. Antig. 
xx., 8. 8 and 11). But on the present occasion 
all the chief priests [see note 1, appended to the 
text above.— Tr.] and the chief men of the peo¬ 
ple in general, presented themselves, and had an 
audience with the new procurator. The phrase 
ohepurot is not identical in meaning with “ el¬ 
ders” (Grotius, de Wette), but, irrespectively of 
any official rank, denotes the most eminent, the 
most influential men, of the nation. They doubt¬ 


less availed themselves of the occasion on which 
they paid their first visit to Festus, to direct his 
attention to the present matter, as one in which 
the whole nation was interested. The proposal 
which they made to the new governor, and to 
whioh they begged him to accede, as the first 
favor which he would grant, virtually expressed 
their wish that he would order the prisoner to be 
brought up to Jerusalem and placed before his 
judgment-seat, inasmuch as he himself was now 
present in the capital. The participle kvtfpax 
iroiovvres, belonging to wapeted/uow, ver. 2, implies 
that at the time when they made the request, 
they were already forming secret and hostile 
plans, and making preparations to destroy the 
apostle. [“Hotowrcg not for m i/ joo vreq ; they 
were making, contriving, the ambush already.** 
(Alf.)—T r.] 

Ver. 4-6. That Paul should be kept at 
Ceaarea. —The meaning of Festus is. that Paul 
was then at Cesarea and would remain there, and 
that his own stay in Jerusalem would be so 
brief, that it was not wo^h while to bring up the 
prisoner from Cesarea. [“TypetaQai. The English 
version * should be kept * is rather too peremptory? 
Festus doubtless expresses this decision, but in 
the most conciliating form.” (Congb. and H. II. 
298, n. 7).—Tr.]. 01 dworol & fytlv, “those 
among you who exercise authority,” i. those 
who had authority to act, on account of their 
office and*rank; for some of the Jews then pre- 
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sent may here been prominent only by birth, 
wealth, etc., whereas, in any case of judicial pro¬ 
ceedings, the Roman governor regarded those 
alone as competent to act, who were invested 
with office. It is an arbitrary mode of interpre¬ 
tation, to represent Sward as referring to those 
who were able to perform the journey (Bengel), 
or who were able to produce any charge against 
Paul. 

Ver. 7,8. The Jews - - stood round about; 
they surrounded the apostle in a menacing man¬ 
ner, and attempted to intimidate him. [Avrdv, 
after rrepdor., is adopted by Lach. and Tisch., in 
accordance with A. B. C. £. G., also Cod. Sin., 
many minuscules, Syr. Vulg. (turn), etc.; it is 
omitted by text. rec. and Aif., in accordance with 
H.—E. reads avrip. Meyer says: “They sur¬ 
rounded Pauly as tlapay. Si airrov , (the words im¬ 
mediately preceding irepiior.), plainly show; it 
is an error to refer nepikor. (as Grotius and Kui- 
noel do), to rb fly pa .”— Tr.]. The first two 
oharges—the violation of the law, and the pro¬ 
fanation of the temple—were those which had 
been previously made; but it iB evident from ver. 
8 \obre e\$ Katoapa'] that a third charge, referring 
to a political offence, was now added. Paul was 
slanderously described as a traitor, as if he were 
guilty of an offence against the Roman sovereignty 
or the emperor himself; the accusation is, pos¬ 
sibly, analogous to that which is mentioned in 
oh. xvii. 6, 7. 

Ver. 9. There be judged - - before me.— 
The expression in* kpov is ambiguous, and was, 
perhaps, designedly chosen. It might mean: me 
judice (as it evidently does in ch. xxiii. 30; xxvi. 
2); but it might also mean: coram me; in this 
latter sense, the Jewish Sanhedrin would have 
constituted the court, and the procurator would 
have been present simply for the purpose of 
watching the trial. Indeed, the [apostle’s] jour¬ 
ney to Jerusalem [ver. 8], and the transfer of 
the trial to that city [as requested by the Jews], 
would have had no object, if a change of the tri¬ 
bunal had not been intended; and it was only in 
the latter case that an actual and special favor 
[xdptv, ver. 8], would have been granted to the 
Jews. 

Ver. 10, 11. I stand at Cesar’s judgment 

seat —It is evident that, as Paul understood the 
question, he was asked whether he was willing 
to be tried before the Sanhedrin, as the court. 
He withholds his consent, for these reasons: 1. 
Because he already stood before the imperial tri¬ 
bunal, and, consequently, his sentence would there 
be properly pronounced. (He says: pfjp. Kaiaapog, 
inasmuch as the procurator was the represen¬ 
tative of Cesar, and pronounced sentence in the 
name of the emperor). —2. Because he was guilty 
of no offence against the Jews, as Festus indeed 
well knew, and knew better than he was willing 
to admit — k6.a?uov } u «., than the expressions of 
the procurator seemed to imply. [“KdAAiov— 
not tor the superlative; the comparative is ellip¬ 
tical, requiring * than - - 1 to be supplied by the 
bearer - - ; it means: * better than thou choosest 
to confess*” (Alf.). This is the interpretation 
of de Wette, Hackett, etc. See Winer, § 35. 4. 
“ Hence, Festus, as Paul implies, should not have 
asked such a question (ti&etf, etc., ver. 9), as it i 


' was in opposition to his own better knowledge 
and conviction.” (Meyer).— Tr.]. This decla¬ 
ration of the apostle was made with deliberation, 
and was sufficiently definite. He proceeds, in 
ver. 11, to draw an inference from it. “ Hence 
(obv, not y&p [note 6, appended to the text.— 
Tr.])” —says he—I subject myself to the punish¬ 
ment whioh the law decrees, in case I have de¬ 
served it; but, if the accusation is unfouoded, I 
claim the protection of the law (Meyer). When 
Paul uses the word ^apfoaotiai, ne says, without 
reserve, that as the whole question turned on a 
point of law, no act would be legal, by which he 
would be surrendered to the Jews, as a favor 
to the latter.—He avails himself, finally, of the 
legal right of an appeal to the emperor himself, 
and, in doing so, employs the most concise terms. 
It is obvious that he was induced to adopt this 
course by the circumstance that Festus did not 
seem disposed to maintain with firmness the po¬ 
sition which he had previously taken in reference 
to the wishes of the Jews; hence Paul had reason 
to apprehend that, ultimately, he might not be 
protected against the machinations of his deadly 
enemies. He was, besides, encouraged to take 
this step, by the promise which he had received 
(ch. xxiii. 11), that he should bear witness of 
Jesus in Rome, before he died. All these cir¬ 
cumstances, in their combination, convinced him 
that it was now his duty to resort to the right of 
appeal; and in pursuing this course, he was in¬ 
fluenced not so much by any considerations con¬ 
nected with himself, as by a sense of his duty as 
a witness. As a Roman citizen, he possessed the 
right of appealing to the emperor; it was strictly 
forbidden by the Lex Julia that any impediment 
should be placed in the way of a Roman citizen 
who had appealed. That appeal itself might be 
made in writing, but also orally, when, as in the 
present case, it was made during the course of 
judicial proceedings. (See the appropriate pas¬ 
sages of the Roman Law in Wetstein). 

Ver. 12. Then Festus, when he had 
conferred with the council [with his own 
avpfloblMV, not with the owtSpiav of the Jews.— 
Tr.]. This council consisted of certain offi¬ 
cers, whom Suetonius calls consiliarii (Tiber, e. 
88), and also assessores ( Oalba , c. 19). The con¬ 
sultation referred to the question whether Paul’s 
appeal ought to be admitted and confirmed, [in¬ 
asmuch as there were a few cases, such as those 
of bandits, pirates, eto., in which the right of 
appeal was disallowed; but no doubt could be 
entertained on this head, in the present instance, 
and the appeal was at once sustained. ( Conyb . 
and H. II. 801.).—The text. rec. introduces the 
Greek note of interrogation after K abapa irnnk- 
nkyaai (Hast thou, etc.?). “Griesbach had al¬ 
ready rejected the usual note of interrogation in 
this place, as it only tends to destroy the solem¬ 
nity and weight of the decision.” (Meyer). 
“The sentence is not interrogative, as in the 
authorized (English^ version, but the words ex¬ 
press a solemn decision of the Procurator and 
his Assessors.” Conyb. etc. II. 801. n. 8). This 
is the opinion now generally entertained (Alex¬ 
ander; Hackett, etc.) and recent editors substi¬ 
tute a comma for the note of interrogation.— 
Tr.]. 
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THE ACTS OP THE APOSTLES. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. When the apostle ia placed before the tri¬ 
bunal of the new judge, he does not fail to ad¬ 
dress his conscience also, with respect to his duty 
and to justice. He speaks of the matter before 
them, with the utmost freedom, while he treats 
the person of the magistrate with due considera¬ 
tion. Here again the Roman laws and the ordi¬ 
nances of the government subserve the interests 
of the kingdom of God. 

2. The path of the apostle conducts him, ac¬ 
cording to the counsel of God, from Jerusalem to 
Rome, and, indeed, at that period, the path of 
the Church of Christ led from Jerusalem to 
Rome. But the manner in which this counsel of 
God was fulfilled, is very remarkable, when 
Tiewed as an index of the ways of providence. 
The falsehood and deceit of the one party, and 
the weakness of the other, ultimately leave the 
imprisoned apostle no other choice than that of 
maxing an appeal to the emperor himself. It 
was not in a calculating spirit, nor from coward¬ 
ice or caprice, that he adopted this resolution; 
he found himself, on the contrary, compelled to 
take such a step; his act in availing himself of 
tfaris right, which the law conceded, assumed a 
moral character.—Now, at that moment, when the 
Roman procurator formally declared that the 
appeal was admitted, and that Paul should pro¬ 
ceed on his journey to the emperor, a decisive 
turning point in the life of the apostle was 
reached. His watchword henceforth was: “On, 
to Rome t ” The point which he had for years 
longed to reach (xix. 211, and to which a divine 
revelation assured him that he was appointed to 
proceed (xxiii. 11), was how already brought 
much nearer to bis eye. But many sins were 
committed by men before the promise was actu¬ 
ally fulfilled. The evil which men intended, 
God meant unto good, Gen. 1. 20. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

1. Now when Foetus was come into 
the province. —It is true that Paul now stood 
in the presence of another judge, when the suc¬ 
cessor of Felix, the former governor, assumed 
the office; but Festus had the same worldly mind, 
and was actuated by the same desire to gain the 
favor of men. Who, then, can expect that any 
advantages will result from such changes in the 
civil government, if, while the persons are 
changed, the same carnal sentiments continue to 
rule? Faith, which has overcome the world in 
all its forms, is a richer source of consolation. 
And yet God employed such changes as the 
means for impressing the great truth on the con¬ 
science of the people of the world, that all hu¬ 
man authority is transitory and vain. It is, be¬ 
sides, a very serious thought, that in a country 
in which God himself had, at a former period, 
been acknowledged as the Supreme Ruler, one 
pagan governor is seen rapidly following the 
other. This circumstance should have taught 
the people how sadly their affairs had decayed. 
(Rieger).—Kings may die, and rulers b.e changed; 
‘Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and forever’ [Hebr. xiii. 8.]. (Ap. Past.). 


Vbr. 8 . And desired favor against him. 
—The lives and bodies of Christians are so little 
valued, that they are given away, when others 
ask for such favors, Matt. xiv. 6-11; Mark xv. 
15. (Starke). 

Vbr. 4, 6 . But Festus answered, etc.— 
God here protected Paul in a wonderful manner. 
The reply of Festus, and the statement in Ter. 9, 
show that it cost him an effort, when he refused, 
in a direct manner, to grant the request of the 
Jews; he might, by complying with it, have be¬ 
come popular among them, at the very com¬ 
mencement of his administration. But he was 
not controlled by passion, and submitted to be 
guided by God in the path of justice.— And 
Paul himself was not aware of the extent of the 
danger from which his life was again rescued, 
ver. 8. How numerous ire the cases, in which 
we have been protected and rescued, and of 
which we shall remain in ignorance, until we 
hereafter stand before the throne of God! (Wil- 
liger). 

Vbr. 6. Commanded Paul to be brought. 
—In the whole history of these judicial proceed¬ 
ings, we do not in a single instance observe the 
apostle thrusting himself forward before the tri¬ 
bunal. He invariably waits until he is com¬ 
manded to appear; and whenever he is allowed 
to speak, he confines himself within the limits of 
his defence, without in the least degree medita¬ 
ting revenge on his blood-thirsty accusers. He 
furnishes a noble example to every servant of 
God, teaching that it is our duty to forget per¬ 
sonal insults, to leave vengeance to God, to deny 
ourselves when we suffer for Christ’s sake, and 
to overcome our enemies by patience and gentle¬ 
ness. (Ap. Past.). 

Vbr. 7. Many and grievous complaints, 
—which they conld not prove. —Here, too, 
the lot of the servant is like that of the Master. 
Even as false witnesses appeared in the presenoe 
of the pagan, Pilate, against Christ, but could 
furnish no adequate support for their calumnies, 
so the attempt of the Jews against Paul in the 
presence of Festus, was* a complete failure. In 
both cases the false accusations were the same: 
violation of the law, profanation of the temple, 
rebellion against the emperor. (Leonh. and Sp.). 

Vbr. 8 . Neither against the law, etc.— 
The more simple and direct the defence is, the 
more closely it resembles the mind and conduct, 
of Christ, John xviii. 20, 21. (Starke). 

Vbr. 9. But Festns, willing to do the 
Jews a pleasure. —Although men, who are not 
influenced by the fear of God, may, for a season, 
pursue the right path, they can at any time, when 
earthly motives are presented, deviate from it, 
and act deceitfully. Hence we should put confi¬ 
dence, not in men, but in God. Ps. cxviii. 8, 9. 
(Starkel. 

Vbr. 10, It. Then said Paul, I stand at 
Cesar’s judgment seat - - I appeal onto 
Cesar. —Imperial and legal privileges, letters of 
safe-conduct, civil rights, etc., have been estab¬ 
lished, in order that the devout might be com¬ 
forted, and the plans of evil men might be de¬ 
feated. (Mark this, ye scorners!). Hence God 
has ordained the powers that be, and supplied 
laws and documents, legal rights and penalties, 
for the purpose of curbing a wanton spirit, and 
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protecting defenceless and devout men. Rom. 
xiii. 1-4. (Starke).—Besides the three national 
afflictions of war, pestilence and famine, there is 
a fourth—protracted law-suits, in which advo¬ 
cates are often the representatives of a bound¬ 
less eternity. Paul’s suit did not yet come to an 
end. 1 Cor. vi. 7. (id.).—The apostle would 
not have appealed to the emperor, if he had not 
known that it was the divine will that he should 
bear witness also at Rome [xxiii. 11]. By means 
of this appeal the Lord opened an avenue for his 
servant, so that the latter could make known his 
testimony of Jesus even in the capital of the world. 
(Ap. Past.).—He appealed to the emperor, not 
that he might obtain aid from a man like Nero, 
but that he might, by Buch an avenue, reach the 
oity of Rome. His appeal is, at the same time, 
a striking rebuke of that false spirituality, which 
regards it as an unchristian course to appeal to 
the civil law and to the civil magistrates for aid 
in maintaining our rights. (Leonh. and Sp.). 

Ver. 12.— Hast thou appealed unto Ce¬ 
sar? unto Cesar shalt thou go. —“Yes, 
Festus, thou art right—Paul must go to Rome, 
not, however, because thou and thy council have 
so decided, but because it was so appointed by 
the counsel of God. Thus even the highest au¬ 
thorities of the Roman Empire, (which was, in 
its very nature, hostile to the kingdom of hea¬ 
ven), were compelled to subserve the purposes 
and ways of the kingdom of Jesus.”—“The 
wheels of divine providence carry all things for¬ 
ward, and men are obliged to cooperate, although 
they do not know it. They imagine, however, 
that they do the work.” (Gossner). 

On the whole section, ver. 1-12. — The noble 
fimnees of the Christian inrhaintaining his rights: it 
differs,!. From the effrontery of the hypoorite; for 
it relies on a defence which is sustained by facts, 
ver. 7, 8: II. From the defiant spirit of the crimi¬ 
nal; for it does not attempt to evade a legal in¬ 
vestigation, ver. 0, 10: III. From the obstinacy 
of contentious men; for it submits to a just de¬ 
cision. (Bobe).— I appeal unto Cesar.—This 
language furnishes the evidence, I. Of a con¬ 
science void of offence toward God, and toward 
men [xxiv. 16]; II. Of an humble submission to 
the powers that are ordained of God; III. Of an 
evangelical and sober avoidance of an unneces¬ 
sary martyrdom; IV. Of an unwearied zeal for 
the extension of the kingdom of God. (Leonh. 
and 8p.).— Impartiality and justice, the noblest or¬ 
naments of a magistrate: I. Festus does not de¬ 
cline to listen to the complaints against Paul, 
ver. 1-4; II. .He receives the statements both of 
the accusers and of the accused, ver. 6-8; III. 
He allows the accused to appeal to the emperor, 
ver. 9-12. (Lisco).— How does a Christian main¬ 
tain his rights T I. Without arrogance, ver. 6-8; 
II. Without fear, ver. 9-12. (id.).— The conduct 
of the Christian when a change of rulers occur: I. 
Towards those who depart; (a) he does not judge 
harshly, for he knows that they now stand before 
the Supreme Judge; (6) nor does he praise im¬ 
moderately, for he now sees that the glory of the I 
world is vanity. II. Towards those who assume ! 
office; (a) he neither entertains unreasonable 
28 


hopes, for he knows that there is no new thing 
under the sun (Eccles. i. 9); ( b) nor does he yield 
to anxious fears, for he believes the words; 

“ Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and forever.” [Hebr. xiii. 8].— Pend before Festus 
—an instructive illustration of the truth that both 
the children of the world , and the children of the 
light , respectively , remain the same: I. The children 
of the world; (a) Paul’s accusers, ver. 2, 8, 7. 
They have “learned nothing, and forgotten no¬ 
thing.” They repeat the old falsehoods, and re¬ 
sort to their former base arts—the same, indeed, 
which they had employed against Christ, in the 
presence of Pilate; (6) Paul’s judgeB. The frivo¬ 
lous and unprincipled Felix is succeeded by the 
proud Festus. The latter at first pursues a noble 
course, ver. 4, 5, but soon afterwards abandons 
the cause of justice, like his predecessor, in or¬ 
der to gain the favor of men, ver. 9; in short, 
the name is changed, but the same worldly- 
minded character re-appears. II. The children 
of God; (a) Paul is still the same, after an im- • 
prisonment of two years—his undaunted courage, 
his lofty spirit, his composure and presence of 
mind are unchanged; the statements which he 
makes, are as lucid and as firm as those of any 
earlier day, ver. 8-10; but (6) he is also still 
the same in meekness and patienoe. He exhibits 
no revengeful feeling towards his malignant foes, 
no disposition to resist his unrighteous judges, 
no impatience during the long period of his trial; 
on the contrary, he calmly submits to the autho¬ 
rity of human law, and trusts with implicit Con¬ 
fidence in the divine protection, ver. 12.—Paul’s 
appeal to the emperor, leads us to ask: Whither 
shall the Christian turn , when his rights are with¬ 
heldf He may appeal, I. From the sentence of 
unrighteous men, to the judgment of the right¬ 
eous; II. From the passions of the moment, to 
the justice of a future period; Ill. From the 
opinions of the external world, to the testimony of 
his own conscience; IV. From the tribunal of men 
to the judgment-seat of God.— Hast thou appealed 
to Cesar f unto Cesar shalt thou go. Whence did 
this decision, on which the life or death of Paul' 
depended, proceed? I. From an external source; 
it was pronounced by Festus, as the magistrate 
invested with authority; II. From an internal 
source; Paul willea it, as the apostle of the Gen¬ 
tiles; III. From a heavenly source; it was sanc¬ 
tioned by the Lord, as the King of kings. (Ap¬ 
plication to important epochs in the life of the 
Christian.).—[Ver. 8. The judgment which we form 
of our own moral conduct: I. The necessity of 
forming an accurate judgment of, etc.; (a) else 
we cannot know whether we are growing in 
grace; (b) we unconsciously yield to many temp¬ 
tations; (c) we can entertain no well-founded 
hope of heaven. IL The difficulties which we 
here encounter; (a) the natural ignorance and 
perverseness of the human heart; (b) the sug¬ 
gestions of vanity; (c) our spiritual sloth. III. 
The means which may secure success; (a) con- . 
tinued meditation on the day of judgment; (6) 
diligent study of the Scriptures; (c) watchful¬ 
ness, self-examination, and prayer. —Tr.]. 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


B.—AT THI REQUEST OF HEROD AGRIPPA, THE YOUNGER, TEiTUS COMMANDS THAT THE APOSTU 
SHOULD BE BROUGHT BEFORE HIM; THUS PAUL FINDS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR DEFENDING HIM8ELF I* 
THE PRESENCE OF THE KINO, IN A PUBLIC AND SOLEMN MANNER, AND OF BEARINO A TESTI¬ 
MONY WHICH IS NOT WITHOUT EFFECT. 

Chapter XXV. 18—XXVL 82. 

( L Festus make* a communication to king Agrippa concerning Paul , and, at the king '# request, c om 
mande him to appear, for the purpose of being examined, in the presence of an assembly of distu s- 
guished persons . 

Chapter XXV. 18-27. 

13 And after certain days [Bat after some days had passed, bta^tvofiivoni] king Agrippa 

14 and Bernice came unto Cesarea to salute Festus. *And when they had been [had tar¬ 
ried] there many days, Festus declared [set forth] Paul’s cause unto [before] the king; 
saying, There is a certain man left in bonds by Felix [left behind by Felix in confine- 

15 ment]: * About whom, when I was at [came to] Jerusalem, the chief priests and the 
elders of the Jews informed me, desiring to have [ om . to have] judgment 1 against 

16 him. *To whom I answered, It [that it] is not the manner [custom] of the Romans 
to deliver any man to die [to deliver up any man*], before that he which [who] is ac¬ 
cused have the accusers face to face, and have license [have obtained an opportunity, 
r&xov — Idflot] to answer for himself concerning the crime laid against him [concerning 

17 the accusation]. ♦Therefore, when they were come hither [After they had then («5v) 
assembled here], without any delay on the morrow I [I did not defer the case, but on 
the next day] sat on the judgment seat, and commanded the man to be brought forth 

18 [forward]. "Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought none [no] ac- 

19 ousation of such things as I supposed [of such a nature as I conjectured]: ♦But had 
[only] certain questions against him of their own superstition [relating to their own 
religion], and of [to] one Jesus, which [who] was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be 

20 alive [of whom Paul said that he was alive]. *And because I doubted of such man¬ 
ner of questions [But as I was at a loss as to this investigation’], I asked Aim whether 
he would go [would wish to journey] to Jerusalem, and there be judged of [concerning] 

21 these matters. ♦But when Paul had appealed to be reserved unto [But Paul now ap¬ 
pealed to the circumstance that he wished to be kept for] the hearing* of Augustas, 
[of the emperor, and] I commanded him to be kept till I might [should] send him to 

22 Cesar. ♦Then Agrippa said unto Festus, I would also [I would also wish to] hear 
the man myself. To-morrow, said he, [But he said, To-morrow] thou shalt hear him. 

23 ♦And on the morrow [Accordingly (o8v), on the next day], when Agrippa was [had] 
come, and Bernice, with great pomp, and was [had] entered into the place of hearing 
[the audience-chamber], with the chief captains [the commanders], and principal men 

24 of the city, at Festus’ commandment Paul was brought forth [forward]. ♦And Fes¬ 
tus said, King Agrippa, and all men which [ye men who] are here [om. here, supplied 
by the translators ] present with us, ye see this man, about whom all the multitude of 
the Jews have dealt with [applied to] me, both at Jerusalem, and also here, crying 

25 that he ought not to live any longer. *But when I found [But I perceived*] that he 
had committed nothing worthy of death, and that [; and, as] he himself hath ap- 

26 pealed to Augustus [to the emperor] I have determined [I resolved] to send him. 6 ♦Of * 
whom [however] I have no certain thing [nothing definite] to write unto my lord 
[to the sovereign, t£ xupiip 1. Wherefore I have brought him forth [forward] before 
you, and especially before thee, 0 king Agrippa, that, after [an] examination had [has 
taken place], I might have somewhat to write T [I may know what I should write]. 

27 For it seemeth to me unreasonable to send a prisoner, and not withal to signify the 
crimes laid against him [prisoner, without stating the charges against him]. 

i V«r. 15. [nM UmL rtc. reads limp, with B. O. H., whereas A. B. 0., Ood. Bln. (Vulg. t faw w sW t mi ) exhibit mtwITrpr. 

Lech-Tiach., Boro, and Alt. adopt the latter.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 16. In some manuscripts [0. H.], and versions [Syr. etc.], irSpmw or Is followed by tit iwmXtuu' [as in tat, rre.): 

the two words are obviously an explanatory addition. [They are not found in A. B. C. X. Cod. Sin n and are omitted by 

many recent editor**— 1 TR.J. 
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* Yer. 20. [Instead of doubted qf such, He, (WIcl., Tynd., Cranmer), the margin of the Engl. Bible offers the following 
version: 1 t oat doubtful how to inquire hereof. M The marginal version - - is probably nearer to the sense of the original! 
than that given in the text, though both are paraphrase* rather than translations.” (Alex.).—Tovrov, before Cq npro'/of 
text ree., with H., is'ohanged to rovrmv by Lach., Tisch., and Alt, in accordanoe with A. B. C. X. G., Cod. Sin., Syr.—Loch- 
ler*s translation indicates that he retains the singular.— Til] 

* Ver. 21. [For hearing, the margin proposes judgment. The Greek word is - - “ applied in the classics to any discrim¬ 
inating judgment and decision.” (Alex.).—For vi^iw, of text, ree., with G. H M Lach., Tisch., Born., and Alf. read Ava- 
wdfibm with A. B. C. B. Cod. 8in.—Tk.] 

* Yer. 25. a. oToAo^gcvof is indeed sustained by less decisive external evidence than K*reh*p6ii.y\v, but the internal 
evidence in the same degree sustains the former, rather than the latter; if the finite verb had been originally employed, 
it would, unquestionably, not have been changed into the participle. [The participle, as adopted by the text. rec.,ls found 
in G. H, and is retained by Alf.; but Lach., Tisch., and Born., with A. B. C. E. read xanAajSojuiw. Vulg^epo vero comperi. 
—Cod. Sin. (original) read *ar«A*0o/mt*oc, which a later hand, C, altered to Ka.reXaBofiLqv.-~! Tn.J 

* Yer. 26. b. [aindv after v^vstv, of text, ree^ with X. G. H., is dropped by Lach., Tisch., and Alf- in accordance with 
A~ B. C. Cod. Sin., Yulg.—Tn.] 

* Yer. 26. [The last word of the verse in the text. ree. is yptyai, as found in X. G. H., and this reading is retained by 
several editors (Knapp, Scholr., etc.). Lech., Tisch., and Alt. read ypdifm with A. B. C., Cod. 8in.—Tn.] 


EXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Veb. 18. King Agrippa and Bemioe 
©ame.— This first visit of Herod, who came to 
offer his congratulations to the new governor, 
was, no doubt, made soon after the events oc¬ 
curred, which have just been related; hence, 
the expression ijpepov — nvuv, is to be taken in 
its literal sense. Herod Agrippa II. [some¬ 
times called Agrippa the Second or Younger, to 
distinguish him from his father, Agrippa the 
First (Alex.) who is mentioned in ch. xiii.—T r.] 
was the last of the Heroda; he was the son of 
Agrippa I., [and a great grandson of Herod, 
styled the Great, Matth. ii. 1.]. In the year A. 
D. 48, he was placed [by the emperor Claudius] 
in possession of the principality of Chalcis, ana 
four years afterwards, received, in place of it, 
the former .tetrarchy of Philip, in the north-east, 
beyond Jordan,together with the title of “king.” 
He was also intrusted with the guardianship of 
the temple, and obtained the privilege of appoint¬ 
ing the high priest. Bemioe was his own sis¬ 
ter. [Her name, Bepvittrj (B epevbcq, Bcpovt/cq) is, 
probably, the Macedonian form of Qcpcvbaj (Pas- 
sow).—T r.]. She had previously been married 
to her uncle Herod, the prince of Chalcis; after 
the death of the latter (A. D. 48), she lived with 
her brother, and, as it was believed, in incestuous 
intercourse with him [Jos. Ant. XX. 7. 8.J. 

Ver. 14-17. a. Ana when they had been 
there many days. —The case of Paul did not 
appear to the procurator to be so urgent, as to 
require that it should be at once made known to 
Agrippa; it was only after the latter had already 
spent some time in Cesarea, that Festus took an 
opportunity to state the subject to him. He pro¬ 
bably expected that, as he was still a stranger in 
the country, he would he enabled to form a 
clearer judgment respecting Paul and his cause, 
by consulting Agrippa, whose experience and 
knowledge of Jewish affairs would enable him to 
give advice, particularly as his religion and that 
of the Jews was the same. 

b. There is a oertain man left in bonds by 
Felix. —It will at once be seen that Festus is 
desirous of demonstrating to the king, on the one 
hand, his own integrity of character and his con¬ 
scientiousness and zeal in discharging the duties 
of his office, and of exhibiting, on the other, the 
great excellence of the Roman system of laws to 
Agrippa, who, although, his superior in rank, 
was virtually his vassal. All this appears, fpr 
instance, in his report, ver. 16, of the answer, 
which, as he alleges, he had given to the Jews, 
although that answer differs widely in its form 


from the one which he really gave them, ver. 4, 
6.—The context here assigns to £ap/fe<rda< the 
meaning: to condemn one man in order to oblige 
another . Tdirov biroX. 7Afi., is a Latinized phrase, 
viz., locum respondendj accipere. 

Ver. 18, 19. They brought none accusa¬ 
tion of snoh things as I supposed. —The 
bitterness of feeling with which the Jews had 
assailed Paul, led Festus to imagine that they 
would accuse him of some very serious crime; but 
he soon ascertained that the whole case turned on 
certain religious questions. The Roman here 
designedly employs the word deundaipovia, which 
Agrippa might take in a good or a bad sense; 
see ch. xvii. 22 [Exeg. note, b.]. He says, 
moreover, r. found., as if he regarded the 
prince himself as a pagan, or, at least, as a 
man who was too enlightened to be seriously 
influenced by the superstition of the Jews. 
[“A eunfo religion, not euperetition. Agrippa was 
known to be a zealous Jew, and Festus would 
not have been so uncourteous as to describe his 
faith by an offensive term.” (Hackett). —Tr.]. 
The remark which Festus made concerning Je¬ 
sus, clearly shows, that, in the course of the 
former proceedings, much had been said, which 
Luke has not recorded. The general tone, more¬ 
over, of the remarks of the Roman is that which 
characterizes the conversation of one who is a 
mere man of the world; he glides over the most 
important and holy subjects, without manifesting 
any interest in, or any respect for, them, espe¬ 
cially when he refers to the Person of Jesus, and 
to the testimony of Paul; the latter, (namely, 
that Jesus was alive,) he disparages by represent¬ 
ing it be a mere assertion (dboKetv). 

Ver. 20-22. And beoause I doubted, etc. 
—The procurator represents the proposal which 
he had made to Paul, namely, that the latter 
i should proceed to Jerusalem and there be judged, 
as one that was well meant; he explains it as 
having proceeded from a wish to submit an 
investigation, whioh he did not himself feel com¬ 
petent to conduct, to a more appropriate tri¬ 
bunal [“T qptrfyvai, ver. 21, does not stand el- 
liptically for etc to ryprrfr. (Grotius, Wolf, Heinr. 
and others); this infinitive, on the contrary, 
contains the object of heucaXeaapivov, or the mat¬ 
ter of the appeal that was made.” (Meyer).— 
For kpovX6pqv, without bv, see Winer : Oram. | 
41. a. 2. —Tr.]. 'O lepaaroc, Augustus. [“This 
title was first conferred by the senate on Octa- 
vianus—and borne by all succeeding emperors.” 
(Alf.).—T r.] 

Ver. 28-25. And on the morrow, etc._ 

The word favracta acquired among the later 
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Greek writers, as Plutarch, Diodorus, etc., the 
signification of pomp, display, exhibition, proces¬ 
sion. Fantasia signifies even jet, in all the wes¬ 
tern maritime regions of Turkey, lustre or splen¬ 
dor ( Zeitschr . der dcutech-morgenland, Ges. XI. 8. 
p. 484). [XOu&pxoit, the tribunes of fire cohorts 
stationed at Cesarea, Jos. Jewish War . III. 4. 2. 
(Meyer).—Ta.].—It was a numerous and splen¬ 
did assembly before which Paul appeared. Fes¬ 
tus, who presented him in a solemn manner, in¬ 
tentionally rave additional importance to the 
occasion, and, no doubt, also to himself, by al¬ 
leging* in terms of exaggeration, that the whole 
Jewish community had applied to him in refer¬ 
ence to this man. 

Ver. 26, 27. Unto my Lord, KvpUp.— 
The Commander, Dominus, was a title which not 
only Augustus, but even Tiberius, had positively 
declined to accept, as it belonged to the gods 
alone, e. g., Tac. Annal. II. 87; Suet. Aug. 53; 
Tiber. 27. But the emperors who succeeded 
them, willingly received this honorable appella¬ 
tion, and, at the time when the present events 
occurred, it was frequently employed: [“Cali¬ 
gula accepted the title—Herod Agrippa had ap¬ 
plied it to Claudius—but it was not a recognized 
title of any emperor before Domitian. Suet. 
Dom. 18.” (Alf.).—T r.]. 'Ao+atef n, e. t a 
charge made in precise and definite terms. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Although the frame of mind of this pagan 
officer did not qualify him for understanding re¬ 
ligious truth, he nevertheless rightly perceived 
that the main difficulty between Paul and his 
Jewish opponents, referred to the Person of Jesus, 
and, specially, to the question whether He was, 
or was not, risen. That Jesus had died on the 
cross, was a fact which both parties admitted. 
But Paul maintained that He now lived, inas¬ 
much as he had risen from the grave; the truth 
of this statement the Jews in the most positive 
terms denied. The conversion, indeed, of Paul, 
by which he became another man, was originally 
established on his firm conviction of the truth: 
the Crucified One lives! It had been demon¬ 
strated to him bv the appearance of Jesus. Hence 
his statement of that great fact, was the state¬ 
ment of an eye-witness—it was, strictlv speak¬ 
ing, testimony, whereas Festus supposed that it 
was a mere assertion founded on a delusion. The 
resurrection of Jesus is, and must oontinue to 
be, the central fact of redemption through Christ 
—(a) in a historical point of view, since, without 
it, the churoh of Christ would not have obtained 
an historical existence and been perpetuated; 
(6) in a doctrinal point of view, in reference 
both to the Person and to the Work of Christ; 
(e) as the source of life and power, since He who 
believes in the Risen One, lives and receives divine 
strength through Him; (</) in view of the future, 
since all the Christian hopes of the individual 
and of mankind, depend on the resurrection-life 
of the Redeemer, and are sustained and con¬ 
firmed by it. 

2. It is true that Festus did not state his real 
motive, when he alleged that his own incompe¬ 
tence to investigate the case of Paul, had led him 


to propose that it should be transferred to Jeru¬ 
salem. Still, his language, as given in ver. 20, 
shows that he formed a correct opinion of the 
case. Instead of claiming that, in view of his 
lofty secular position, he was qualified to under¬ 
stand and decide all manner of controversies, he 
does not regard it as incompatible with the dig¬ 
nity of his station to confess with all candor, thst 
in this particular case, he was completely si a 
loss (anopla), when a decision was asked of him. 
And, far from dictatorially and peremptorily de¬ 
ciding in a case involving a point of faith, he 
would prefer to submit the decision to suitable 
persons. This is an instance in which the magis¬ 
trate most honorably confines himself within cer¬ 
tain limits, rendering to Ceaar the things that are 
Cesar’s, and to God the "things that are God’s. 
He is a model for every Christian government, 
with regard to the course which should be ob¬ 
served in matters that concern the faith and 
the Church. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ter. 14. And when they had been there 
many days. —The first days were doubtless de¬ 
voted to amusements, such as are usually pre¬ 
pared to do honor to distinguished strangers. 
But when, alter many days, these were exhausted, 
they turned their attention to the case of Paul. 
(Rieger). 

Ver. 16. To whom I answered. It la not 
the manner of the Romans, etc.—It were to 
be wished that this equitable rule or principle of 
the Roman law were engraved on stone and 
brass, and placed in a conspicuous place in the 
palaces of great lords, and in all court-houses, 
but still more, that it were inscribed on the hearts 
of all judges and 1 magistrates, Job xix. 23, 24. 
They are merely hangmen, and not judges, who 
begin with the execution, and condemn an ac¬ 
cused person, whether he be innocent or guilty, 
without giving him a hearing or a fair trial. The 
Gentiles were more rational and just, and they 
will be the judges of such men; Matth. xxvi. 66. 
(Starke).—Festus describes, in his address to 
Agrippa, his own sense of justice and his impar¬ 
tial procedure, with much ostentation. But when 
we closely examine the whole transaction, it 
plainly appears that he did not express bis real 
sentiments. We are told in ver. 9, that he wished 
to confer a favor on the Jews. He was disposed 
to employ indirect means for delivering up Paul 
to them in Jerusalem, and was prevented from 
executing his purpose solely by the appeal made 
to the emperor. He was a mere man of the 
world, who was anxious to be popular among all 
classes, and he trimmed the sails according to 
the direction of the wind. This is by nature the 
evil tendency of us all. We are very ready to set 
forth our own merits, and to justify all our ac¬ 
tions, although our conscience may convict us of 
many human infirmities. (Ap. Past). 

Ver. 19. Bat had oertain questions 
against him of their own superstition (ac¬ 
cording to Luther’s version), [and the Engl, ver¬ 
sion.—T r.].—F estus does not here speak of the 
Jewish religion with that respect which we would 
expect, since Agrippa, whom he addressed, was 
himself a Jew. But as great lords are often sup- 


Digitized by L^ooQle 




CHAP. XXV. 18-27. 


487 


i 


posed to entertain in their hearts very little re¬ 
gard for the religion which they externally pro¬ 
fess, an insolent tongue does not hesitate to speak 
contemptuously of it in their presence. (Rieger). 
—And of one Jeans, which was dead, 
whom Paul affirmed to be alive. This re¬ 
port of Festus demonstrates* that when Paul 
spoke in defence of himself before the chief 
council at Jerusalem, and, subsequent 1y 4 before 
Festus, he did not confine himself to the general 
subject of the resurrection, but also taught and 
maintained this doctrine in its connection with 
the resurrection of Jesus. For it was a main 
point in his controversy with the Jews that, ac¬ 
cording to his testimony, that Jesus whom they 
had slain, had risen again, and was alive. Festus 
regarded the subject of the dispute itself as a 
mere matter of superstition, that was too trivial 
to claim attention. And yet it was (and still is) 
the central truth of the whole Christian faith— 
the prominent landmark which separated the 
Jewish (and modern) infidelity from the faith of 
the whole church of Christ. (Ap. Past.). 

Veb. 20. And because I doubted [was at 
a loss] etc.—We cannot listen without a feeling 
of abhorrence to the disparaging language which 
Festus, a pagan, and a man of the world, in his 
great ignorance, employs respecting the contro¬ 
verted point of the truth of the resurrection of 
Jesus; and yet we cannot but commend the 
moderation and equity which he, at the same 
time, shows; for he not only does not dictatorially 
pronounce judgment when such questions of faith 
or religion are presented; but is not even willing 
to admit the controversy before his judgment- 
seat. This pagan is governed in the present in¬ 
stance by better principles than many Christian 
rulers are, who do not scruple to treat religious 
controversies as if they were civil matters, to 
forbid the promulgation of doctrines and truths, 
under the penalty of excommunication, fire, and 
the sword, and to constitute themselves judges 
of the consciences of men. (Ap. Past.). 

Veb. 22. Then Agrippa said unto Festns, 
etc.—It was doubtless not simply by curiosity 
that Agrippa was influenced; such a feeling 
Festus had not made special efforts to awaken in 
him. A flash of lightning, or, at least, a gleam 
of light, had entered his soul; he had a presenti¬ 
ment that, in the present case, heavenly things 
were involv ed. (Williger). 

Veb. 28. When Agrippa was come, and 
Bemioe, with great pomp, etc.—How soon 
that glory faded away before the simple words 
of the man of God! (Williger).—Here again God 
provided for His servant a numerous audience, 
consisting of eminent and influential men, to 
whom it now became Paul’s duty to preach the 
Gospel. (All this was in accordance with the 
words: “He is a ohosen vessel unto me, to bear 
my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the 
children of Israel,” ch. ix. 15). Paul had re¬ 
cently found a season of repose, and had been 
allowed to have intercourse with his friends 
(xxiv. 23). Soon afterwards he was brought be¬ 
fore Festus, when the hostile Jews were present, 
and on that occasion testified that Jesus, the 
Crucified One, was'alive. He now bears witness 
in the presence of kings, princes, and a large as¬ 
sembly.—Here we adore the faithfulness of our 


God, who continually leads His servants forward 
and employs them, even when they are most de¬ 
spised by the world; He opens a door for them, 
when the world proposes to fetter and incarcerate 
them. But we also revere such a servant of 
Jesus, whom God could employ in every capacity 
—as a witness of his Lord’s sufferings—as an 
exhorter of the people—as a preacher of His 
resurrection—as the herald of His grace before 
emperors and kings. The Lord grant us, too, His 
grace, so that we may serve Him in all things, 
and, that, when He employs us, we may appear 
as faithful servants! (Ap. Past.). 

Veb. 24. Ye see this man.—" Behold the 
man!” John xix. 6. (Williger). 

Veb. 26. Wherefore I have brought him 
forth - - before thee, O king Agrippa. —So, 
too, Pilate sent Jesus to Herod, Luke xxiiL 7. 


Veb, 27. For it seemeth to me unreason¬ 
able, etc.—Statesmen readily comprehend that 
it is an unreasonable course to imprison men, or 
inflict any other punishment upon them, on ac¬ 
count of their religion; but their conduct is not 
always in accordance with their opinion. The 
supposed interests of the Btate may prevail even 
over reason, Matth. xxiii. 8. (Starke).—When 
the highest civil authorities and tribunals, after 
receiving an appeal, at times respond by issuing 
unjust rescripts or decrees, one of the causes may 
be possibly found in the dishonesty of the official 
reports that had been transmitted; for the deci¬ 
sion conforms to the report. 0 that princes, and 
men in authority, would see with their own eyes, 
listen to the complaints of the miserable and op¬ 
pressed, and not invariably depend on the state¬ 
ments of their counsellors and officers! (id.). 

On the whole section, veb. 13-27.— The judg¬ 
ment of the people of the world concerning matters of 
faith: I. The highest standard by which they are 
governed, is the civil law, as in the case of 
Festus, ver. 18-18; II. Their judgment respect¬ 
ing the objects of faith is depreciatory; they as¬ 
sign these to the domain of superstition, and even 
pride themselves on their inability to understand 
such questions, ver. 19-21 ; III. Their interest in 
such subjects proceeds, as in the case of Agrippa, 
from curiosity, or is awakened by external cir¬ 
cumstances, ver. 22. (Lisco).— Why should those 
be accounted blessed, who are persecuted for the truth 1 s 
sakef I. Because it is precisely by such perse¬ 
cution that their innocence is most plainly proved, 
ver. 18 ff.; II. Because persecution affords them 
an opportunity to bear witness to the truth, vef. 
22 ff. (id.).— The principles of an impartial admin¬ 
istration of justice, as stated by Festus . ver. 14-27: 

I. All should be done that properly belongs to 
such an administration of justice; (a) with re¬ 
spect to the accusers—to receive and hear them 
patiently, ver. 15, 17,18; ( b) with respect to the 
accused—to listen with impartiality to their de¬ 
fence, and protect their persons against the oraft 
and violence of their enemies, ver. 16, 18, 21. 

II. All should be avoided that does not belong to 
it; (a) not to claim the right of judgment in mat¬ 
ters of faith, ver. 19, 20, 26; (b) not arbitrarily 
to anticipate the decision of a nigher judge, ver. 
25, but rather conscientiously to prepare the way 
for it, ver. 26, 27. — Mere intellectual culture, an 
incompetent guide in matters of Christian truth ; I, 
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It regards the most precious articles of the Chris¬ 
tian faith as the offspring of superstition, and 
consequently as not being worthy of attention, 
▼er. 19, 20; IL It regards the living Head of the 
Church as “one Jesus which was dead,” and it 
is not conscious of His vital power and gracious 
presence, ver. 19; III. It regards the chosen ser¬ 
vants of God as eccentric and incomprehensible 
men, with whom it knows not how to deal, ver. 
24-27.— Festus and Paul, or, The plain man of Ood, 
elevated far above the distinguished man of the world. 
He is elevated far above him, I. By that internal 
nobility which his adoption as a child of God, 
confers, and before whioh all the pride of rank 
fades away, ver. 28; II. By the wide field of 
view which faith opens, with respect to which 
all mere secular culture is compelled to confess 
its ignoranoe, ver. 19, 20, 26; III. By the firm 
bearing which his unblamable walk before God 
enables him to maintain, while the loose morality 
of the world fluctuates between right and wrong, 
truth and error, ver. 9, 20, 26.— The word* of 
Agrippa Concerning Paul: “/ would aleo hear the 
man myself” (ver. 22), according to the various 
meanings which have been assigned to them: I. As 
the wish inspired by mere curiosity, which 
simply seeks entertainment for the passing hour; 


II. As the wish prompted by a secular desire for 
knowledge, expecting interesting matters of infor¬ 
mation; III. As the wish which a devout desire for 
salvation inspired, animated by the consciousness 
that spiritual instructions were needed (applied 
to our practice of attending public worship, hear¬ 
ing sermons, reading books of devotion, etc.).— 
Paul, the servant of Ood, m the presence of prince* 
and rulers at Cesarea; we observe in the scene 
before us, I. The glory of the Lord, who (a) opens 
a door for his servants even when they are fet¬ 
tered or imprisoned; (6) and whose word knocks 
alike at the lofty palaoe and the lowly hat; IL 
The fidelity of His servant, who every where de¬ 
livers his testimony for the Lord, (a) not dazzled 
by the splendor of human greatness; (b) nor en¬ 
feebled by the chains of his personal afflictions.— 
The audience-chamber of the governor at Cevetrea: 
I. A magnificent apartment, exhibiting earthly 
glory—the display made by the assembled no¬ 
bility, etc., ver. 28; soon afterwards, II. An 
apartment in which holy doctrines were pro¬ 
claimed, when the apostle offered his testimony, 
ch. xxvi. 1-28; and, ultimately, III. A judgment- 
hall of the divine majesty—when the apostolical 
discourse exposed the secrets of the heart, ok. 
xxvi. 24-82. 


) II. Paul publicly defends himself before Festus and Agrippa, and, indeed, so successfully , that his ad¬ 
dress makes a deep impression, and produces a-general conviction of his innocence. 


Chapter XXVL 1-82. 


1 Then [But] Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for [concerning 1 ] 

2 thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself: *1 think 
[esteem] myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall [that I can, idlXiof] answer for 
myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the [by] 

3 Jews: *Especially because I know thee to be expert in [Especially as thou art ac¬ 
quainted with] all customs and questions which are among [questions of] the Jews: 

4 wherefore I beseech thee* to hear me patiently. *My manner of life [, then, (jx&v 
©3v)] from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, 

5 know all the Jews; * Which [Who] knew me from the beginning, if they would [were 
willing to] testify, that after the most straitest [the strictest] sect [alpeatv] of our reli- 

6 gion I lived [as] a Pharisee. *And now I stand and am judged for [concerning] the 

7 hope of the promise made of [by] God unto* our fathers: *Unto which promise [unto 
which] our twelve tribes [the twelve tribes of our nation], instantly [intently] serving 
God day and night, 4 hope to come. For which [this] hope’s sake, king Agrippa, I 

8 am accused of the* [by] Jews. *Why should it be thought a thing [Why is it judged 
among you to be] incredible with you [here om. with you], that God should raise the 

9 [whether (el) God raises (tyetpst) them that arte] dead? *1 verily thought [I thought 
indeed (pdy o3v)] with myself, that I ought to do m any t hings contrary [in opposition] 

10 to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. *Which thing [Which] I also did in Jerusalem: 
and many of the saints did I shat np in* prison, [prisons (<puXaxais)y after] having re¬ 
ceived [such, n)y] authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, 

11 I gave my voice against them [I assented to it]. *And I punished them oft in every 
synagogue [all the synagogues, ndaaq r. <r.], and compelled them to blaspheme; and 
being exceedingly mad [furious] against them, 1 persecuted them even unto strange 
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12 [foreign] cities. *Whereupon as [Amid which (£v ofc xaV ) also] I went [journeyed] 

13 to Damascus with authority and commission from 8 the chief priests,’*At midday, 0 
king, I saw in the way [. And on the way, I saw, 0 king, at midday] a light from 
heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about [around] me and them 

14 which [those who] journeyed with me. *And when we were [had] all fallen to the 
earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying 9 in the Hebrew tongue [dialect], 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks 

15 [against goads]. *And [But] I said, Who art thou, Lord ? And he [But the Lord I0 ] 

16 said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. *But rise [arise], and stand upon thy feet: 
for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make [employ] thee [as] a minister 
[servant, 6t\ nj^rjjv], and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of 

17 those things in the which fand of those in which] I will [yet] appear unto thee; *De- 
livering [And I rescue] thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto [among] 

18 whom now I send thee, 11 *[In order] To open their eyes, and -to turn them [eyes, so 
that they may turn] from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and [an] inheritance among them which [who] 

19 are sanctified by faith that is in me [faith in me]. *Whereupon [Wherefore], 0 king 

20 Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: *But shewed [proclaimed] 
first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout [in] all the coasts [re¬ 
gion, zdipav] of Judea, and then [and also] to the Gentiles, that they should repent and 

21 turn [back] to God, and do works meet for [worthy of] repentance. *For these causes 
[On this account] the Jews caught [seized] me in the temple, and went about [at- 

22 tempted] to kill me . *Having therefore [However (o£v), having] obtained help of 
[from] God, I continue unto this day, [unto this day I stand] witnessing M both to small 
and great, saying none [no] other things than those [of] which the prophets and Moses 

23 did say should come [said that they would come to pass, usXXovtm yheaOat]: *That 
Christ should [Whether (e?) the Messiah (6 XpHrcdc) was to] suffer, and that he should 
be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew [suffer, whether he, as 
the first of the resurrection of the dead, was to proclaim a] light unto the people, 18 and 
to the Gentiles. 

24 *And [But] as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with & loud voice, Paul, thou art 
beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad [is leading thee to madness, efc 

25 n <zwav]. *But he 14 said, I am not mad [I am not beside myself], most noble Festus; 

26 but speak [utter] forth the [om. the] words of truth and soberness [saneness]. *For 
the king knowetn of these things, before [to, irpds] whom also I speak freely [gladly 
address myself] : for I am persuaded [convinced] that none of these things are hidden 

27 from him; for this thing was not done in a corner. *King Agrippa, believest thou 

28 the prophets? I know that thou believest. *Thcn [But] Agrippa said 16 unto Paul, 
Almost [With little (effort)] thou persuadest me to be 18 [become (yevitrftat)'] a Chris- 

29 tian. [!] *And [But] Paul said 17 , I would to God, that not only thou, but also all 
that [who] hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether [day, would, through 

30 little or great 18 (means), become] such as I am, except these bonds. *And when he 
had thus spoken, the [om. And when he had thus spoken 19 ] king [Then the king] rose 

31 up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with them: *And when they 
were gone aside [had withdrawn], they talked between themselves [conversed among 
themselves], saying, This man doeth nothing [that is] worthy of death or of bonds. 

32 *Then said Agrippa [But Agrippa said] unto Festus, This man might [could, toward] 
have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Cesar [to the emperor]. 


i Ver. 1. vtpi it far better supported [fix., by A. 0. E. H. and Cod. Sin.] than vWp. [The UmL rtc. adopts vvdp with B 
(a til), and O.—Lech., Tisch., Born., and Alf. read w«pL —Ta.l 

* Ver. 3. [wov is inserted in text. ree. after Mop ai with 0.0. H. Syr., bat if omitted by A. B. SL, Cod. Sin^ Valg n and 
cancelled by Lach., Tisch., Born., and Alf.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 6. The reading «t? tout naripas [found in A. B. E. Cod. Sin., and adopted by Lach., Tisch., Born., and Alf.] should 
be preferred to wpov r. w. \pttext. rtc . with C. G. H.].—'Hp£v, which immediately follows [not in text, rtc., which, with G. 
H. omits it], is sustained, it is true, by the majority of the uncial manuscripts [by A. B. C. E. Cod. Sin., Vulg. (nosfra»)] t 
but would scarcely hare been dropped, if it had been originally employed, whilst it might easily hare been inserted by 
a later band. [*Hp»r is inserted as genuine by Lach. and Alf. ; Meyer regards it as an interpolation. — Ta.l 

* Ver. 7. a. [The margin of the English Bible remarks that the Greek exhibits the following order of the words: night 
and day,— Comp. Luke ii. 37; Acts ix. 24; etc.—As the entire day of 24 hours, with the Jews, began at sunset, the night 
was usually mentioned before the day. TyncL, Cranm., and Geneva Bible, exhibit u day and night;” Wicl. and Rheiriis: 
“ night and day.”—Ta.] 

* Ver. 7. b. virb lovA, without the article [as in ver. 21 which Is wanting in all the uncial manuscripts [including Cod. 
On.], is the original reading. [Tie is omitted by recent editors generally.—The proper name in the same verse, ‘Aypiwxa, 
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fa Inierteil In text ret. with O. H., but fa omitted in A. B. C. E. Vnlg., and fa general!/ cancelled by recent editors, except 
Bcholz.—Cod. 8in. readc: eyeaXov^ai owo lev&uwr 0wiAev* n - - - .—Tx.] 

• Ver. 10. it> $vKax+it fa the reading anstained bj all the nncial mannscripta [A. B. C. E. G. and Cod. Sn.] except one 
[11.1 which omita the prepoaition. [’Ek. omitted in text rec. fa inserted by recent editors generally.—Tx.] 

• Ver. 12. a. ««* [of text. r«\] after iv ©t«, is decidedly anstained. [It fa retained by Alf. with G. H- bat omitted by 
Lach. and Born, with A. B. C. E. and Cod. 8in.—Tx.] 

• Ver. 12. b. [The reading rr^ wopa (lexl. rte.) before riv «pv*» w hich is fonnd in C. G. H. is retained by Alt, but fa 


omitted bjsLach. and Born, with A 


. and Cod. Bin. omit only irapd, bat retain rj*.—Tx.] 


* Ver. 14. The words AaAovoaa upot fie cat Aryowa*', seem to be the original reading; whereas the abbreviated 

reading, which omita AaA. - * - *«* [fonnd in A. B. C. £., and Valg.] was made to salt the parallel passages, ch. ix. 4; rtii 


raaaing, wnicn omita AaA. - - - *«* [fonnd in A. B. C. and Vulg.J was made to salt the parallel pasaages, ch. rx. 4; rtk 
T. [The full reading of text ret-, fonnd in G. 11. and moat of the tuinutcnles, is retained by Alf. The reading adopted by 
Lacbmann precisely agrees with that now fonnd in Cod. Sin., namely: +e*yijr Aryevoar irpof fie t§ - - - . In this place 
Ood. Sin. exbihits no traces of any correction by a later band.—Ta.] 

10 Ver. 16. Kvptot after 6 he [not adopted by text rec.], fa sustained by all the nncial manuscripts [A. B. C. B. Cod- Sul, 
and Vnig. {Do mi nut)], with the exception of one [11., and several church fathers.—Alf. omits kvjkoc but Lach., Tfach^ and 
Born, adopt it.—Ta.j 

11 Ver. 17. [The text. rec. reads: rvv 9 * awcxrr4Wm with some minnscnles; Vnlg. nunc ego m itto te ,—*Eyw fa substituted 
tor rvv in A. B. C. K. G. H. In A. B. C. <re follows An**., but precedes in G. H. —Alt adopts the latter order, but lach. 
and Tfach. read ryw ssos. r*, and this fa the reading exhibited by Cod. Sin.—Ta.] 

u Ver. 22. fi*prvp6fiev or [adopted by Lach., Tfach., Born., and Alt] fa found in four nncial manuscripts [A. B. G. H, 
and also Cod. Sin. j. Tho reading of text rec.: fiaprvpovfte rror, passive, fa sustained by only one manuscript of the first rank 

C y B.J. Hence Uriesbach had already adopted fioprvpOfi. Lachmann and Tischendorf concurred with him ; Meyer aloas 
is recently defended the passive, without, however, famishing satisfactory reasons. The newly discovered Sinai tie 
Codex also bear witness In favor of papTv/xSpcrot. [In the same verse, for ito/mL r. of text. rec. with G. H., Lach^TfadL, 

Born., and Alt, with A. B. E. and Cod. Sin. read Awe. r. 8. —Ta.] 

u Ver. 23. [The text. rec. omits r* before Aaw with G.; but it fa found in A. B. E. H. and Cod. Sin., and fa inserted by 
L*ch~, Tisch., and Alt—Ta.] 

14 Ver. 26. UavAo« after 6 he fa wanting in several manuscripts [G. H. etc.l and fa a later addition. [It fa fonnd in A. 
B. 1. Cod. Sim, and Vnlg. (Jft l\iulus ); it fa omitted in text rec. and by AIL, but adopted by Lach., Tisch., and Bora. 
—Ta.1 

** Ver. 28. a. tyij after wpbv r. IlawA., is wanting in several manuscripts (in A. B. Ood. Sin. minnscnles, Ynlg.^sad 
was erroneously inserted in the text. rec. [It fa found in E. G. II ., but is dropped by Lach., Tfach., and Alf.—Ta.] 

w Ver. 28 . b. [For yev4<r$ai, after Xpis. of text. rec. with E. G. H., Lach. and Born, read with A. B. and CofL 

Bln.—Meyer says that yev4x$oi fa decidedly attested, and that the reading irst^wai fa to be thus explained: wooprf was 
added as a gloss to weiiea - • • y*v4<r8<u. He adds in a note: “The reading woi^irai which was adopted, occasioned in A. 
a change or weideit into 1IE10III, which Lachm. p. X.) regards as correct: * Parra opera sperms fore nt me Chrfe- 

tixnnm facias.' Alford, who retains ytv. says that uo^xai “apparently proceeded from a confusion of two readings, oat 
Of which was fie Xstw. wotqavit.”—Tisch. retained yev. in the edition of 1849. —Ta.] 

17 Ver. 29. a. ilw [of text rec.] after & 64 II. fa also [like ty*, in ver. 28] aa interpolation. [It fa found in G. H-, bnt 
ooiitted in A. B. Cod. Sin. Vnlg., and fa cancelled by Lach., Tisch., and Alf.—Ta.] 

la Ver. 29. b. The authorities in favor, respectively, of pryaAy [before op fioror] and of woAA^ [of text rrc.] had hither¬ 
to been of equal weight [fiey. being found in A. B. Vnlg. {magno), and woA. in G. H. father*, etc.]. Internal evidence 
alone had led critics like Lachmann and Tischendorf [also Borneman and Alford] to prefer the former. Their opinion 
has been established as correct, by the Sinaitic Codex, so that at present the weight of the external evidence fa also de¬ 
cidedly in favor of fie yAAy. 

*• Ver. 30. The words «cu ravra eiwhrrot avrov, before are not fonnd either In Cod. Alex. [A.], or in Cod. YaL 

fBA and were undoubtedly interpolated. [They are found in G. H. bnt are not reproduced in the Vulgate, gnd are re¬ 
jected by recent critic* generally, re being inserted from A. B. after Areonf. The words are omitted in Cod. Sim, which 
proceeds, after ver. 29 thus: aye<mf re o /SawtA. - - - .—Ta.] 

himself happy in being permitted to speak in his 

EXEQETICAL AND CRITICAL. own defence precisely before ^yr^Ns. It was 

an additional pleasure to the apostle that he had 
Ver. 1. Thou art permitted.—It is Agrippa, found an opportunity to deliver his testimony im 
not Festus, who grants Paul permission to speak the presence of a king (comp. ch. ix. 16); hence 
in defence of himself; as a king, be held the he gives the latter his proper title, and repeats 
highest rank in the assembly, and, moreover, as it (ver. 7, 19, 26, 27), in order to show that he 
the guest of the Procurator, enjoyed the honor ascribes special importance to the circumstance, 
of acting as the presiding officer. Hence he —The participial clause in the accusative, yvuc- 
opens the proceedings, precisely as, according to npe Avra, is occasioned by looseness in the con- 
ver. 80, if he does not formally close, he at least struction, as after aov in ver. 2, the genitive should, 
Abruptly arrests them. At the same time, he strictly speaking, have reappeared. [“Theao- 
says, with great consideration, not: imrpiiru cot, cusative, yv. bvra is undoubtedly to be regard- 
but: imTpbrerat, in order not to derogftte from ed as anacoluthio - - a case which often occurs 
the honor dne to the governor. Paul immediately when participles are also introduced." (Wiheb : 
begins his address, stretching forth his arm (to { 82. 7, and j 68. 2. d.).—For instances in classic 
which a chain was attached, ver. 29); it was a authors, see Vigeb. (ed. Herm.). cap. 6. sect 1. 
gesture frequently made by those who delivered { 12 .—Te.] 

formal addresses before courts of justice. b. My manner of life [, then,].—Ow ex- 

Veb. 2-6. a. I think myself happy.—Paul Mbits inferentially the reasons for wMoh the 
was influenced to employ such courteous terms speaker at once commences his defenoe, namely, 
-chiefly by the fact that Agrippa was well ao- the confidence which he derives from Agrippa’s 
quainted with Jewish customs and questions; the acquaintance with the general subject, and the 
Talmud, indeed, mentions several events in his hope which he entertains that he will be heard 
life, which furnished him with opportunities to with favor and patience.—At the first, aw* 
exhibit his knowledge of the Mosaic law; (see hpxfci this expression is even more emphatic 
. Sghobttgbh: Horm Utbr. on ch. xxv.). UdXtara ; than: “from my youth." Paul states, first, how 
can scarcely, with Meyer, be connected with long the Jews had known him: secondly, where 
yv&mjv, in the sense of: “ best of all (better than they learned to know him; and, thirdly, what 
all others) acquainted with;" it properly belongs they knew of him, namely, as a Pharisee, ver. 5. 
to the main proposition: rjyrjpat ip. pax., as as- The words ait* apxfc yev- - - iv *1 ep., (which agree 
signing the ohief reason for which Paul esteems with bvare&p, iv r. r. in ch. xxiL 8), imply 


EXEQETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vbr. 1. Thou art permitted —It is Agrippa, 
not Festus, who grants Paul permission to speak 
in defence of himself; as a king, be held the 
highest rank in the assembly, and, moreover, as 
the guest of the Procurator, enjoyed the honor 
of acting as the presiding officer. Hence he 
opens the proceedings, precisely as, according to 
ver. 80, if he does not formally close, he at least 
Abruptly arrests them. At the same time, he 
says, with great consideration, not: inirpiiru ool, 
but: imTpbrerat , in order not to derogftte from 
the honor dne to the governor. Paul immediately 
begins his address, stretching forth his arm (to 
which a chain was attached, ver. 29); it was a 
gesture frequently made by those who delivered 
formal addresses before courts of justice. 

Ver. 2-6. a. I think myself happy. —Paul 
was influenced to employ such courteous terms 
-chiefly by the fact that Agrippa was well ac¬ 
quainted with Jewish customs and questions; the 
Talmud, indeed, mentions several events in his 
life, which furnished him with opportunities to 
exhibit his knowledge of the Mosaic law; (see 
. Sghoettoeh : Hortt Htbr. on ch. xxv.). MAAiora 
can scarcely, with Meyer, be connected with 
yv&rrnv , in the sense of: “ best of all (better than 
all others) acquainted with;" it properly belongs 
to the main proposition: rjyrjpat ip. pate., as as¬ 
signing the ohief reason for which Paul esteems 
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that Saul had been brought at a very tender age 
to Jerusalem, and had been reared in that city. 
Hence—says Paul—they already know me, even 
before I describe myself, namely, that I had lived 
as a Pharisee, according to the rules of the 
strictest sect Comp. ch. xxii. 8. [“Mott 
straitest is an anomalous p\eonasm, not found in 
the original, but handed down from Tyndale 
through the later English versions. Straitest , 
L strictest, etc. (Alexander).— Tr.]. —If they 
would [were willing', eav ^kluai, to] testify, 
that is: they would, perhaps, not be sufficiently 
candid and honorable to do so. They might ap¬ 
prehend that such an admission on their part 
would confer additional honor on Paul. 

Veil. 6-6. And now I stand and am 
judged. —Here the apostle rapidly passes from 
the earliest period of his life to which he had 
referred, to the present moment; he testifies that, 
however widely his present position and senti¬ 
ments might seem to differ from those of that 
earlier period, he was, nevertheless, accused and 
subjected to a trial, not on account of apostasy 
from the Israelitic religion, but, * on the con¬ 
trary, on account of his adherence to the com¬ 
mon and genuine faith and hope of Israel. 
And this hope—he continues—rests on the 
express promise and the revelation which God 
had granted to the fathers; it is a hope which 
the whole nation sincerely and earnestly en¬ 
tertains. Paul mentions the twelve tribes 
—a theocratic honorable designa¬ 
tion of the totality of the people; comp. Jam. i. 
1.—The word is analogous in form to tfocd^uAof, 
Herodot. V. 06. (Meyer).—T r.], without refer¬ 
ring to any localities in which at that time indi¬ 
viduals belonging to the nation might dwell; 
hence the descendants of the ten tribes, possibly 
still in the regions of their exile, are included. 
Now this hope can be no other than the Messi¬ 
anic hope; hence. Paul here intends to say that 
all devout Israelites hoped for the Messiah whom 
God had promised, and that he himself, more¬ 
over, believed that the divine promise had been 
fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, who had appeared, 
and had risen from the dead. This latter thought 
leads him to ask the question, ver. 8, which di¬ 
rectly assails doubt and unbelief. He addresses 
it to all who are present (vfilv), including Agrippa 
and Festus, and assumes that, with respect to 
this point, they are unbelievers. [“Tf hnurrov 
Kpivtrai —a question introduced with much ani¬ 
mation. Quid f incredibile fudicatur apud vosf 
8o Bexa, Griesb., Kuin., and others. But the 
Greek note of interrogation (;) after n is omit¬ 
ted, on the contrary, by Grotius, Calovius, 
Knapp, Matthaei, Lachrn., Meyer, who point and 
interpret; Cur incredibile, etc.” (de Wette). 
Alexander seems to prefer t he former punctuation, 
t. “ What! Is it judged incredible, etc.” and 
Howson (Conyb. and H. II. 808) adopts the same 
view. Hackett, like Lechler in his translation, 
prefers the latter, and agrees with Meyer, who 
says that n standing alone , is never so employed 
(as a question), and that if Paul had introduced 
the pronoun as an exclamation or interrogation, 
he would have said , rl yap , or rl ofv, or ri 6k. — 
Tr.]. The expression ei - - - kyetpei refers in¬ 
terrogatively to the object, in so far as he who 
deems it incredible, denies its reality. Hence el 


is here equivalent to “whether,” precisely as in 
ver. 28. It cannot mean “ that,” which would 
be ungrammatical. This objection does not ap¬ 
ply to the translation “if” (Meyer, in accordance 
with the Vulgate and Erasmus), which, however, 
does not seem to correspond to the frame of mind 
either of Paul, *>r of those who doubted.—The 
tense of kyeipei is significant—not preterite , refer¬ 
ring to the resurrection of Jesus, nor future , as 
referring to the general resurrection—but present , 
in order to indicate that the question does not re¬ 
fer to a special historical event, but to a concep¬ 
tion of a general character, or, in other words, to 
an abiding attribute or potfer of God. 

Ver. 9-11. I verily thought. —Here Paul 
resumes the subject which he had for a moment 
dropped (in ver. 6-8), and again refers to his 
personal history; ovv does not connect the state¬ 
ment that follows, os an inference, with the un¬ 
belief to which Paul had adverted in ver. 8 
(Meyer) [who interprets thus: ‘In consequence 
of this unbelief (ph> oi>v), I myself was once an 
avowed enemy of the name of Jesus.’ Alexan¬ 
der thus interprets oiv: ‘Well, then, as I was 
saying, being such a Pharisee, I thought, etc.’ 
—Tr.].— That I ought to do. *. e. t ‘I consid¬ 
ered it to be clearly my duty to oppose the name 
of Jesus, and prevent the confession of it.’ Here 
Paul gives to the Christians the name of saints, 
which he had avoided in his address to the peo¬ 
ple at Jerusalem, ch. xxii. 4; but on the present 
occasion he designedly employs the term in the 
presence of hearers who were unbiassed, and it 
is his object at the same time, both to bear wit¬ 
ness for Christ and His church by using it, and 
to confess his own guilt. [De Wette, on the 
contrary, says: “He unconsciously employs an 
expression which could be intelligible to none 
but Christians.” It is of very frequent occur¬ 
rence in the Pauline epistles.— Tr.]. — When 
they were put to death, I gave my voice 
against them [I assented to it].—Hence it may 
be inferred that Stephen was, m truth, not the 
only one who suffered martyrdom during the 
persecution to which reference is here made. 
The phrase fi/<pov Karaipkpeiv , strictly speaking, 
means: to deposit the calculus or pebble used as 
a ballot; here, however, it can as little designate 
literally the act of a judge and lawful assessor 
in a court, as our own [German] word “bei- 
stimmen,” which originally had the same meaning 
[but is now used in the sense: to agree or concur 
with, to assent or consent.— Tr.]. Paul indicates 
by the word only a moral assent and approval. 

Ver. 12-14. With authority and com¬ 
mission ; that is, he went as the authorized 
agent and representative of the chief priests. 
Four peculiarities may be observed in the nar¬ 
rative which follows, and which refers to the 
appearance of Jesus in the vicinity of Damas¬ 
cus:—1. Some traits which give prominence to 
the overpowering effect of that appearance; for 
instance, the light which shone around, exceeded 
the brightness of the sun, ver. 13, whereas the 
language in ch. ix. 8 is simply, ^6? and rov 
ovpavov, and in ch. xxii. 6, <fcjc ucavdv ; more¬ 
over, all the attendants of Paul fell to the earth, 
ver. 14, whereas this circumstance is not men¬ 
tioned in ch. xxii. 7, aud the statement is, appa¬ 
rently, even contradicted in ch. ix. 7, (on which 
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verse, see the Exeg. note, above).—2. The re- to exhibit the warmth of feeling which appears 
mark that the voice spoke in the Hebrew, that in his protest against our interpretation of the 
is, the Aramaean dialect, which is not made in passage before us (in his Reden d. Ap. II. 801 
the two parallel passages; in oh. xxii. 7, it was ff.—[Discourses of the Apostles, 2d ed.—Stier 
the less needed, as Paul himself spoke on that introduces these words in a note, p. 802, as here 
occasion in the Aram&an [ch. xxi. 40].—8. The quoted by Lechler, whom he mentions by name, 
addition in ver. 14, namely, aOtrjpbv - - - Aoxri- He dissents from Lechler, and regards thestato- 
£«v, which, in ch. ix. 5, is to be rejected for ments as having been actually made by the 8a- 
critical reasons, and, in ch. xxii. 7 is exhibited viour when he appeared to Paul.—Stier’s merits 


only in a single uncial manuscript [E], and in 
a few rersions [but not in the Vulg.—T b.]. The 
image itself is derived from the peculiar mode 
in which the ox was employed. The oriental 
farmer followed the plough [furnished with onlv 
one handle], and guided it with his left hand. 
In his right he held a rod which was six or eight 
feet long, to the end of which a goad was at¬ 
tached. When the animal was refractory and 
sicked, the driver applied the goad, which, in 
conseqnence of the violent movement of the ani¬ 
mal, inflicted on it additional pain. The figu¬ 
rative expression implied that Paul's own will, 
which offered resistance, would necessarily be 
subdued by the express command of the Re¬ 
deemer, who appeared to him in overwhelming 
glory. [The proverb npbf stvrpa Xokti&iv was 
familiarly employed by the Hebrews, the Greeks 
and the Romans. For numerous passages in the 
Latin and Greek classics, see Kuinoel on ch. ix. 
6, 6, and Grotius on ch. xxvi. 14.—Tn.].—4. 
The circumstance that the revelation concerning 
both the calling of Paul as the apostle of the 
Gentiles, and also concerning the protection 
which he would enjoy amid dangers that threat¬ 
ened him (a revelation received by Paul in Da¬ 
mascus through Ananias, according to ch. ix. 10 
if., and ch. xxii. ff.), is here represented as an 
immediate and direct revelation received from 
Jesus on the way—as an integral part of the 
Redeemer's personal revelation. There were 
two reasons, a negative and a positive, which 
influenced Paul in making this statement. It 
was, on the one hand, important, when he ad¬ 
dressed Jewish hearers, to give prominence to 
the fact (ch. xxii. 12 ff.) that a Jew, who was 
“a devout man, according to the law," had been 
the medium of communication; whereas this 
circumstance could have had no weight in the 
judgment of Agrippa and the other hearers 
whom Paul now addresses. (Baumgarten very 
judiciously directs attention to this faot). On 
the other hand, Paul was led to make his state¬ 
ment in this form, because it was important to 
him that this revelation, which, it is true, he 
received through the medium of Ananias, should 
also be distinctly understood to be one which he 
had reoeived from Christ himself. Hence he 
here takes the liberty to make a statement in a 
form which does not, in a servile manner, ob¬ 
serve the mere letter and the special circum¬ 
stances. And it is by no means neoessary, for 
the purpose of removing any apparent discre¬ 
pancy, to assume that Jesus had actually, at his 
first appearance, given Paul a general view of 
his subsequent labors, which Baumgarten (II. 2. 
p. 295) represents as having been possibly the 
oase, although he does not positively and ex¬ 
plicitly adopt this hypothesis.—It was just as 
little necessary for Stier “to despair, in view of 
the misconduct of the learned theologians," and 


as a learned, orthodox, devout, and skilftil ex¬ 
positor of the divine word, are conceded by all; 
but his manner of speaking of his contempora¬ 
ries, seems at times to be arrogant and con¬ 
temptuous, and has given offence to many of 
them.—T b.].—F or we have by no means as¬ 
sumed that, in ver. 18-18, he represents “his 
own thoughts as having been expressed in words 
by the Lord;" we maintain, on the contrary, 
that Paul here quotes words actually spoken to 
him by the Lord through Ananias. For the 
words in ch. ix. 15, 16, demonstrate that the ex¬ 
alted Lord did really reveal precisely these 
thoughts to Ananias. And the only question 
that can here arise, is this: Did Ananias at 
once repeat to Paul all that the Lord had said to 
him? However probable it is per sc that aa 
affirmative answer would accord with the troth, 
the language in ch. ix. 17, nevertheless, awakens 
a doubt: but the testimony of the apostle him¬ 
self, in ch xxii. 15, decides the point in the 
affirmative, although he here very summarily 
repeats the words of Ananias. Hence we do not 
consider our opinion [stated in Lechler’s first 
edition, to which Stier referred.—T b.] as success¬ 
fully refuted, that, in ch. xxvi. 16-18, the apos¬ 
tle combines words of Christ which He spoke 
through the mouth of Ananias, with those which 
the Redeemer personally and directly addressed 
to him in the vicinity of Damascus. And here 
we think that we are as little guilty of “ learned 
misconduct" as Stier himself is, when, in com¬ 
menting on the words in Matth. xix. 5, he open¬ 
ly avows that the words which (not an apostle 
of the Lord, but) the Redeemer Himself quotes 
as words of God, were not spoken directly by 
God, but were spoken by God “through Adam." 
(Reden, etc., [Discourses of the Lord Jesus, 
according to Matthew]. IL 266. 2d ed.). [Al¬ 
ford fully sustains Lechler, without, however, 
naming him, and adds: “It would be not only 
irreverent, but false, to imagine that he (Paul) 
put hit own thoughts into the mouth of our Lord; 
but I do not see, with Stier, the necessity of 
maintaining that all these words were actually 
spoken to him at some time by the Lord. The mes¬ 
sage delivered by Ananias certainly furnished 
some of them - - - the commission which he 
received is not followed into its details, but 
summed up as committed to him by the Lord hiss- 
self ; etc."—T b.] 

Ver. 15-17. I am Jeans whom thou per- 
aeouteat.—Jesus informs Paul of the purpose 
for which He appeared, namely, that he should 
become a minister and witness of Jesus, espe¬ 
cially with a view to the conversion of Gentiles; 
the apostle receives an assurance of the Redeem¬ 
er's protection, whenever his mission exposes 
him to danger. II poxctplaaaffat primarily means: 
to appoint , to elect; such, however, cannot here be 
the sense of the word; the only meaning which 
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Is appropriate, and in -which, moreover, the word 
occurs in Polybius, is: to take in hand , to employ 
for a certain purpose. Paul was to be a witness 
of that which he already had seen , and of that 
which he would yet see. The latter is so expressed 
(or (xpdfjGOfxat ), as to imply that Jesus himself 
would personally be the sole or main object of 
these future visions, as he was (according to 
ufdrrv) of all that Paul so far saw (Zv elSec). 
[For the construction, etc., see Winer: Gram. 
N. T.j { 39. 8, obs. 1 .—Tr.]. The participle 
i£cupovpevos grammatically belongs to cxpStfoofiai, 
but in point of fact to trpoxeipioaaffai. ’E l-atpelodai 
cannot here mean: to choose or elect (Kuinoel 
[whose word is digert. —Tr.]), because Saul was 
not chosen from the Gentiles, but from Israel, 
and because the participle refers, as the con¬ 
struction shows, to a circumstance which fol¬ 
lowed, not to one which preceded, the mission 
to the Gentiles; hence the word can have no other 
meaning here, except that of forcibly extricating , 
rescuing from dangers. The mission of Paul re¬ 
fers, primarily, to Israel (6 %a6c, ver. 17); the 
Gentiles are mentioned only in the second place: 
it is precisely in this manner that Paul likewise 
expresses himself in his Epistles. 

Ver. 18. But the purpose of his mission is stated 
in such a manner, that it can be understood only 
as referring to Gentiles. Paul was required to 
open their eyes, that is, to open the mind and 
awaken it for the reception of the truth; and the 
object of this was, in order that they might turn, 
etc., (rov emorpirffai is here used intransitively 
[for which use of the active, see Robinson: Lex. 
AT. T. t p. 285, and, therefore, not ut convertas. — 
Tr.], and indicates the object or purpose of 
hvoi£ai. The change is described by means of 
two antithetical propositions, the first referring 
to light and darkness, and the second to the 
controlling pbwer of Satan and the (liberating) 
communion with God. [“Darkness and light are 
common figures in the New Testament, not only 
for ignorance and knowledge, especially of spirit¬ 
ual things, but for the several states or characters, ! 
of which these are necessary incidents, a state of 
sin and one of holiness.” (Alex.).— Tr.]. Finally, 
the last gracious purpose of God in their conver¬ 
sion (rov Xafieiv), is represented as referring to 
the forgiveness of their sins and the gift of an 
inheritance, *. e., of a share in the glory of the 
sanctified. But both of these,—forgiveness, and 
salvation—can be obtained solely by faith in 

Jesus (rov Txipeiv - ir'urret rig elf epk). [“The 

words niaret - - kpi belong to Xa(3elv.” (Meyer). 
—“Our English translators and some others join 
relorcL - - kfti with fryiaopevoig; but the words spe¬ 
cify evidently the condition by which believers 
obtain the pardon of sin and an interest in the 
heavenly inheritance; Ipyiaop. is added merely to 
indicate the spiritual nature of the idtfpov” 
(Hackett).—T r.] 

Ver. 19-28. a. Whereupon—I was not 
disobedient. —Paul now speaks of his resolu¬ 
tion to obey the divine call, and of the labors in 
which he subsequently engaged, ver. 19, 20. As 
that call—he says—was accompanied by a hea¬ 
venly appearance which with great power con- 
vinced him, he did not refuse to obev (as the Jews 
no doubt thought that he should nave done). 
The words obs eyevbpijv aneidTfc indicate that, in J 


truth, the point in question was, whether he 
would obey or resist the will of God. But bdev 
is not to be understood as referring exclusively 
to the promise of such a field of labor, as is de¬ 
scribed in the words whioh immediately precede 
(Meyer) [as being the ground of Paul’s prompt 
obedience], but refers to the whole character of 
the appearance, as described in ver. 18 ff. All 
the work which Paul performed, from the tijme 
of his conversion to the present day, he oompre- 
hehsively describes in ver. 20 as a proclamation, 
in which he had insisted on a change of mind 
(also on the part of the Jews) and a return to 
God (on the part of the Gentiles), and bad re* 
quired as an evidence of sincerity such acts as 
proceed from a change of heart. And he specifies 
as his fourfold field of labor, first, the two cities 
of Damascus and Jerusalem, then the whole re¬ 
gion of Judea, and, lastly, the heathen world. 

b. At length Paul reaches, by a rapid transi¬ 
tion, the present moment. I continue unto 
this day, t. I stand {iorqKa) unharmed, and 
continue to discharge the duties of my office, as 
I was rescued by divine aid from the hands of 
murderers. M aprvpdpevoc [from the depon. verb 
paprbpopatl (not paprvpovpevo f) [from paprvpku; 
see note 12, appended to the text, above.— Tr.], 
refers to p&prvg in ver. 16. The sense is: “I 
bear witness before small and great,” t. e.> before 
men of high and of low rank. The interpretation 
according to which the passive participle paprv- 
poi’pevog means: “well-reported of by small and 
great” (Meyer), does not suit the connection [it 
would represent Paul as misstating well-known 
faots, as claiming that all testified in his favor]; 
for the very circumstance that he is at the mo¬ 
ment delivering an address in defence of himself, 
shows that opponents and accusers are near him; 
moreover, the context indicates that paprvpbpevoc, 
like teyuv in the same verse, is descriptive of 
Paul’s personal acts. The participial proposition 
then explains that the testimony which he de¬ 
livered in the presence of all persons, was nothing 
else than a proclamation of the actual fulfilment 
of the promises made by the prophets and Moses 
respecting things that should come to pass. The 
object of the scriptural promise and of the fulfil¬ 
ment, of which Paul bore witness, is introduced 
by him interrogatively in ver. 28, as it was con¬ 
troverted by the Jews [so that el should be trans¬ 
lated, not, affirmatively, “that,” as in the English 
version, but “whether” or “if” (Meyer, de 
Wette, Alford, Alexander, Hackett, etc.— Tr.]. 
The questions are virtually three in number: 1. 
Whether the Messiah was nafhjrdf, t. «., not only 
capable of suffering [so the Vulgate translates, 
passibilis , Tr.], but also subject or liable to suf¬ 
fering, necessttati patiendi obnoxhts; this is the 
constant use of the word in the classics [Winer: 
{ 16. 8, c. a.— Tr.]. 2. Whether the Messiah 

would rise, and be the first in the domain of 
the resurrection [comp, “the firstborn from the 
dead,” Col. i. 18, and also 1 Cor. xv. 28 (Meyer). 
—Tr.]. 8. Whether the Messiah would proclaim 
light (salvation) not only to the people of Israel, 
but also to the Gentiles. The last two thoughts 
are grammatically blended together, and appear 
as a single question, but the two points in it are 
to be carefully distinguished. 

Ver. 24. Paul, thou art beside thyself.— 
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This exclamation of Festus interrupted the ad¬ 
dress of PauL [Videbat Festus, naturam non 
agere in Paulo: gratiam non vidit; quare furorem 
putat esse Judaicum, etc. (Beugel).—T b.]. He 
does not, however, refer exclusively to the con¬ 
cluding words of the apostle, but rather to the 
whole address, especially to that part which de¬ 
scribed the appearance of Jesus. Such a state¬ 
ment seemed to the Roman to be perfect folly. 
He unquestionably spoke seriously* and did not 
mean to say jestingly: “Thou art an enthusiast!’* 
For, in that case, he would not have spoken with 
that “ loud voice,” which indicated emotion. He 
imagined that the man before him had injured 
his mind by severe study. (The word ypSppara, 
in accordance with the usual interpretation, 
means Uaming , not “books,” as Kuinoel and 
others understand it [for, in that case, be would 
have said pt,32ua or fupXoi. (Meyer).—T e.] 

Vbe. 25-27. I am npt mad [not beside my¬ 
self ].—[“Most noble , excellent, or honorable— 
an official title, not a personal description; ch. 
xxiv. 8.” (Alex.).—T b.]. The apostle denies, 
with perfect calmness and due respect, but in the 
most positive terms, that such a reproach is de¬ 
served, and declares that his language was (objec¬ 
tively) the language of truth, and (subjectively), 
that of soberness [self-consciousness, sanity]. 
'Lu^poobrj here means, presence of mind, a sound 
mind, which is self-possessed, as contradistin¬ 
guished from a disordered mind.—As an evidence 
that his statements are objectively true (ydp), 
Paul appeals in ver. 26 to Agrippa, who was ne¬ 
cessarily acquainted with the facts. The words: 
none of these things [n robruv oi>] refer 
principally to those facts connected with the life 
of Jesus and the history of the Christian church, 
which Paul had mentioned in his discourse. 
With these—he says—the king is necessarily ac¬ 
quainted, as they were attended with the utmost 
publicity. [’Ev yuvig, m angulo, «. e., clam, oc- 
culte , id. quod b Kpixrip, Joh. xviii. 20; Mt x. 
27; Lu. xii. 8. (Kuinoel).— Te.]. However, he 
endeavors to win Agrippa for the cause of the 
truth, not only by appealing to his knowledge, 
which was derived from public report, but also 
by appealing to his conscience and heart, ver. 
27; he takes hold, of Agrippa’s faith in the pro¬ 
phets with such tenacity, that the latter can 
scarcely escape. 

Vie. 28, 29. It is indeed possible that for a 
moment a serious impression was made on the 
king; still, he immediately replies in derisive 
terms: With little effort (with feeble means) thou 
persuadest me to become [yevierdat] a Christian I 
[“The king’s reply was: 4 Thou wilt soon per¬ 
suade me to be a Christian.* The words were 
doubtless spoken ironically and in contempt.** 
(Contb. etc. II. 806.) — Tb.]. *Ev o7dy*p does not 
mean: “in a short time** (Calvin; Wetstein; 
de Wette [Kuin.; Ols.; Neander; Lange; with, or 
without, (Meyer).— Te.]. Nor does it 

mean; “almost” (Chrysostom; Luther; Gro- 
tius: [Engl, vers.; Beza; i. e. y propemodum, pa- 
rum abest , quin.]. It cannot mean the former, on 
account of iv peydkp, since b peydhp should, for 
critical reasons, be preferred [to b xo\2<p of 
text, rec .; see note 18, appended to the text above. 
— Te.]. The latter sense [“almost’*] would ne¬ 
cessarily have been expressed with the genitive 


bTuyov, or with wap’ oXiyov [or oTJyov deL]. The oar- 
reel meaning is given by Oecumenios: [ev oiqy* 
rovriori'] Si ’ o/uyuv pijpdruv [, b fipaxioi Aoyotf, b 
okiytj StSaffKoXlg] xo/Jjov x6vov [tuu g weyp e y 

(fcaAlfeuf.]. See Meyer: [Com. ad. loc .].—[“It 
is held at present to be unphilological to trans¬ 
late bbXiyip, almost.” (Hackett).—“ I understand 
the words of Agrippa thus:—‘I am not so easily 
to be made a Christian o£ as thou supposes!,’ 
Most of the ancient commentators take the words 
as implying some effect on Agrippa’s mind, and 
as spoken in earnest; but this I think is hardly 
possible,philologically orexegetically.” (Alford). 
If a note of interrogation is placed after yevi- 
adai, the sense, in accordance with Lechler’s and 
Alford’s interpretation of ev oAiyu, will be: 
‘Canst thou furnish no stronger argument than 
this appeal to my faith, to induce me to be- 
oome a Christian?*—T e ]. This is the second 
passage in the Acts (see ch. xi. 26), in which the 
name Christian occurs; it is here contemptu¬ 
ously pronounced by one who is not a Christian. 
But Paul replies with great earnestness and holy 
ardor: et ^atprjv av rip Seip «. t. A., literally: “I 
could indeed pray to God (namely, if I should 
follow the impulse of my heart.). [So Wixra: 
Oram. AT. T. $ 42. 1. b.—T b.].—K ai ev ok. tau b 
ficy&jp, that is: “through little or great means.” 
[Meyer adds the following note, on p. 485 of his 
Com. “ Those interpreters who take b b/aytp in 
the sense of breoi tempore, here translate, in ac¬ 
cordance with the reading xok>Jp: * whether it be 
in a shorter or a longer time’ (de Wette). Those 
who take bok in the sense of propemodum, trans¬ 
late: non propemodum tantum, std plane (Grot.). 
According to our interpretation (t. ‘ Thou per¬ 

suadest me with little effort (rv instrum ) to be¬ 
come a Christian!’), the sense is not affected, 
whether we read b xo?kip or b psySktp” —Te.]. 
—Except these bonds, says Paul, pointing to 
the chain by which he had been attached to the 
soldier who guarded him, but which now hung 
from his arm. 

Vbe. 80-82. a. The king rose up.—Agrippa 
closed the proceedings by arising from his seat; 
the procurator and the others, in~regular order, 
followed his example. After they had withdrawn 
to another apartment, (for ava^wp. does not mean 
that they simply went aside in the same “ place of 
hearing,” oh. xxv. 28), they discussed the ease of 
Paul, and came to the conclusion that the man 

! & &v$purroq oirrof, whioh again is contemptuous 
Con. and Hoxson, etc. IL 807, n. 2 .)—Te.] was 
certainly not engaged in any criminal designs, 
(n pdaoet is not to be taken in the sense of the 
aorist or perfect, as Kuinoel supposed, but ex¬ 
presses a judgment respecting his general char¬ 
acter and whole life, inoluding the present pe¬ 
riod.). Agrippa declared, in substance, that 
Paul could with propriety have been acquitted 
and discharged (arofeA.), namely at an earlier 
stage of the proceedings, if he had not appealed 
to the emperor; as such an appeal at once ar¬ 
rested all judicial proceedings, and removed a 
case from the jurisdiction of an inferior court. 

b. The address of Paul in the presence of 
Agrippa is one of the longest which Luke has re¬ 
ported; it is, like that which he made on the 
stairs of the tower of Antonia in Jerusalem, a 
defence of himself against unjust accusations. 
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On this occasion, however, he does not address a 
highly excited Jewish audience, but the most 
eminent persons of the country—king Agrippa, 
and the imperial procurator, together with vari¬ 
ous officers. Hence, the oircumstances do not, 
in Paul’s view, require him to demonstrate his 
personal innocence; he accordingly prooeeds to 
vindicate his mission and labors as an apostle , 
and, at the same time, to defend Christianity it¬ 
self.—The present discourse is distinguished, 
from beginning to end, by a peculiarly joyful 
spirit, a lofty tone, and a boldness which was 
certain of ultimately obtaining the victory. Al¬ 
though it assumes the form of a defence, it is, 
nevertheless, essentially aggressive in the noblest 
sense of that term; whereas the address in ch. 
xxii. was, strictly speaking, defensive in its char¬ 
acter. Da Costa, with great felicity, describes 
the present discourse as a truly royal word of 
the apostle, pronounced in the presence of hear¬ 
ers to whom the world assigned a royal rank, 
whereas the defence made at Jerusalem was the 
word of an humble sinner, whose love urged him 
to exhort his fellow-sinners to practise the duty 
of love—the word of one who had formerly been 
a xealot, addressed to those who still remained 
blind xealots (Acts, II. p. 231.).—But on both oc¬ 
casions he exhibits Christianity in its unity with 
the old covenant; and on both, too, his own con¬ 
version to Christ and the appearance of Jesus on 
the way to Damascus, which led to that conver¬ 
sion, are the prominent topics of his discourse. 
The only difference is found in the circumstance 
that in ch. xxii. he assigns a special value to the 
communications which he received at Damascus 
from Ananias, a devout man according to the 
law, ver. 12, while, in the present case, he does 
not mention this man, but speaks of the message 
received from the Lord through him, as simply a 
revelation of Christ.—We have here the last public 
testimony whioh the apostle delivered on the soil 
of Palestine; it was, moreover, delivered before 
the most distinguished assembly, in a secular 
point of view, in the presence of which he had 
ever appeared—the king, who then ruled over a 
part of Canaan, the procurator of the Roman 
emperor, and many military officers and civil 
magistrates, who«occupied the highest positions 
in social life. 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The apostle assumes the offensive, in ver. 
8, against doubt and unbelief. Instead of re¬ 
stricting himself to a defence of his personal acts, 
or (in accordance with his usual custom, which, 
for wise reasons, he observed), of testifying 
positively to the truth, and addressing his con¬ 
fession to the conscience of his hearers, he sud¬ 
denly changes his mode, and assails their under¬ 
standing and all their doubts. He transfers the 
war to the enemy’s country, and demands that 
doubt or unbelief should justify itself on rational 
grounds, if it claims regard. It is true that he 
does not minutely investigate the subject, but 
contents himself with a question to which no an¬ 
swer is returned. But he, nevertheless, shows 
the proper mode in which, when the circum¬ 
stances are favorable, Christianity may vindicate 


itself. For doubt and the denial of the truth 
often proceed merely from prejudices and pre¬ 
tentious axioms, which, when closely examined, 
are found to be altogether worthless. 

2. Paul gives us, in ver. 18, an admirable de¬ 
scription of the operations of divine grace. His 
mission had a twofold object: 1. Illumination, or 
the imparting of knowledge respecting both sin 
and salvation; 2. Conversion, «. «., a turning of 
the will from misery to divine aid, from darkness 
to light, from the dominion of Satan to God. 
The result of conversion, then, is: 1. Forgiveness 
of sins, or Justification; 2. The imparting, by 
grace, of a title to salvation. The personal means 
by which forgiveness and the inheritance are re¬ 
ceived, the bpyavov faprruchv (roi) “kafielv avrovg) is, 
faith in Christ—nothing more, but also, nothing 
less. [There is here an allusion to the doctrine 
thus stated in the Formula of Concord, p. C87 
ult.: “Ad justificationem enim tantum haec re- 
quiruntur atque neoessaria sunt: gratia Dei, 
meritum Christi, et tides, etc.” The first is called 
causa (justifications) efficiens (impellens interna); 
the second: causa mcritoria (impellens externa), 
t. plenaria Christi satisfactio; the third: causa 
apprehendens [Xjjtttikt), organica), i. tides sal- 
vifica.—T r.]. And when we view the forgive¬ 
ness of sins in the light in which it is here ex¬ 
hibited, we perceive that Paul distinctly sets 
forth the doctrine of justification by faith. It 
should, besides, be noticed that it is only the act 
'of enlightening which is here ascribed to the 
apostle (aTrooriZfaj, avolfai o<f>. arr.), whereas tho 
conversion itself is the act of the hearers (ciu- 
arpifai , intransitive). But even in this aspect a 
great work is assigned to the human action of a 
teacher; he is the organ of the redeeming grace 
of God. 

8. The apostle, in this discourse, delivers his 
testimony in an indirect manner, it is true, but, 
nevertheless, clearly and emphatically, respecting 
the freedom of the human will , or, in other words, 
respecting the resistibility of the operations of 
divine grace. This thought may already be 
found in the passage to which allusion has just 
been made, ver. 18 (and comp. ver. 20), in so far 
as conversion in general is represented as a per¬ 
sonal act—as the unconstrained act of the will 
of the individual. This truth is, however, still 
more distinctly set forth in Paul’s remarks (ver. 
19, comp, with ver. 13 ff.) on his own conversion. 
While he declares that he was not disobedient 
(owe inzctdrjg) to the Redeemer who appeared from 
heaven, he indirectly indicates that it would have 
been possible to refrain from obeying the divine 
will, and to resist it. This possibility is even in¬ 
cluded in the words addressed to him by the Re¬ 
deemer, ver.' 14, although they have in appear¬ 
ance an opposite meaning: “It is hard for thee 
to kick against goads!” For this proverbial lan¬ 
guage is by no means intended to convey the 
meaning that it had been made absolutely im¬ 
possible for Saul to offer resistance to the Lord, 
but only that very painful experiences would in¬ 
evitably result from any act of resistance which 
he would commit. That heavenly light was 
ineffably brilliant; that divine glory humbled 
human pride; the fulness of power in which the 
exalted Saviour appeared to Saul, was deeply 
felt; all these circumstances naturally added to 
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the glory of the graoe of God which sought to 
win a human soul without restricting its personal 
liberty, without a single trace of constraint and 
violence; for that divine grace asked for nothing 
but a voluntary love, an unconstrained obedience, 
and a willing surrender of the soul. 

4. A threefold question occurs in ver. 28, which 
is of deep interest in its relation to the Christology 
of the Old Testament. The question is first pro¬ 
posed: Whether the Messianic prophecy recog¬ 
nizes a tuffertng fas well as a triumphant! Mes¬ 
siah; i. e. t whether, in accordance with the pro¬ 
mises of the Old Testament, the Messiah was not 
only capable of suffering, but also was actually 
subjected to suffering in his walk and labors—or 
whether the contrary was the case. The latter— 
the negative—accorded with the traditional opin¬ 
ions of the Jews. But the former—the affirma¬ 
tive—was asserted from the beginning in the 
predictions of Jesus concerning his sufferings 
(Matth. xvi. 21, and elsewhere, bn Sel —jt adeiv), 
and in his discourses after the resurrection (e.y., 
idet natfclv rbv Xptorbv, Luke xxiv. 26, and comp, 
yer. 46).—Secondly: Whether the Messiah would 
be the first of the resurrection of the dead; comp. 
Luke xxiv. 46. The word npurroc here claims 
special attention; it cannot be understood in its 
full meaning unless we connect with it the view 
which Paul himself more fully develops in 1 Cor. 
xv. 20 ff.; ver. 46 ff.; Rom. v. 17, 18, namely, 
that Christ, the second Adam, begins a series of 
developments of life and resurrection for the be¬ 
nefit of mankind. This circumstance is another 
indication of the Pauline genuineness of the dis¬ 
courses ascribed in thb Acts to the apostle, al¬ 
though it has hitherto been scarcely noticed.— 
Thirdly: Whether the Messiah, as the suffering 
and risen One, would proclaim salvation both to 
Israel and to the Gentiles. This thought very for¬ 
cibly reminds us of those which the risen Saviour 
expressed in Luke xxiv. 47, compared with the 
preceding verse. There can be no doubt that the 
universality of Christianity is here primarily set 
forth, and that, as far as the Messianio prophecies 
are concerned, it is supported by a number of 
passages in the prophets. 

6. To the reproach that he manifests extrava¬ 
gance and madness, Paul replies with the assu¬ 
rance that he is speaking words marked by truth 
and self-consciousness. The truth of divine re¬ 
velation is demonstrated, in addition to other 
evidences, by the just proportions and the sound 
judgment which the form in which it is conveyed, 
assumes—truth, not without soberness [of judg¬ 
ment], but also, soberness, not without truth. 
If we should regard sobriety of judgment and 
due or rational proportions as the tole and un¬ 
conditional criteria of truth, we would soon, in 
an arbitrary manner, curtail and dilute the truth 
itself. 

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 1. Thou art permitted to speak for 
[concerning] thyself.—Although the apostle 
was permitted to speak in his own defence, he 
availed himself of the opportunity to defend the 
honor of Jesus Christ alone. He here furnishes 
an important criterion by which the servants of 
Christ may be distinguished from false teachers. 


It is the sole object of the latter, in all their pub¬ 
lic discourses, to speak for themselves, to display 
their skill, to gain popular favor. But the senti¬ 
ments of an upright man, such as John was, are 
thus expressed: “Christ must increase, but I 
must decrease.’ 1 [John iiL 80]. (Ap. Past.).— 
Then Paul stretched forth hie hand, and 
answered for himself. —May Paul, who. with 
the chain hanging from his arm, stretches forth 
his hand, and bears witness of the grace which 
he had received, open the mouthbf every preacher, 
and the ear of every hearer! fWilliger).—While 
Paul stretched forth his hand, ne approached the 
king, and sought to reach his heart. (Besser). 

Ver. 2. I think myself happy, king 
Agrippa, etc.—Paul gladly availed himself of 
this opportunity, and confidently hoped that a 
favorable result would be produced. The Chris¬ 
tian does not solely look to the actual and future 
result, but gratefully avails himself of every op¬ 
portunity which God affords, for performing a 
present duty. (Rieger).—The apostle was very 
happy when he received permission to speak in 
the presence of king Agrippa; but the reason is 
also distinctly stated. He rejoiced, not on ac¬ 
count of the honor of addressing a king, nor be¬ 
cause an opportunity was afforded for assailing 
his enemies and taking revenge, but because he 
was thus enabled to proclaim the truth of Jesus 
in a public manner, and solemnly bear witness 
to it in the presence of Agrippa, to whom the 
circumstances of the Jewish nation, the promises 
made to the fathers, and the history of Christ 
were not unknown. Hence it appears not only 
that Paul's happiness consisted in preaching 
Christ on every occasion, and that this privilege 
made even bondage or imprisonment welcome, 
but also that he very diligently and jpdicioualy 
availed himself of every opportunity which was 
offered for proclaiming and glorifying the name 
of Jesus. ( Ap. P ast.). 

Ver. 8. Wherefore I beseech thee to 
hear me patiently. —The introduction, like 
the whole discourse, is characterized by a spirit 
of humility which exhibits no trace of servility, 
by a fearlessness which is without arrogance, by 
vigor without passion and resentment, by gentle¬ 
ness without weakness, by prudence without cun¬ 
ning, and by simplicity without awkwardness. 

Ver. 4, 5. My manner of life - - - I lived 
a Pharisee.—It was observed above, on ch. 
xxii. 8 [Homilet.], that a man aught do the 
works of the law, and suppose that he was zeal¬ 
ous toward God, and, nevertheless, might con¬ 
tinue to be an enemy of Christ. But we may 
now remark, on the other hand, in answer to 
those who imagine that the best ministers are 
sometimes those who once were dissolute students, 
that Paul’s case by no means sanctions this view. 
Even if he was an enemy of Christ during the 
period of his unbelief, he was, nevertheless, a 
friend of virtue, as far as his knowledge extended, 
a member of the strictest Jewish sect, and, ac¬ 
cording to the law, blameless [Phil. iii. 6]. He 
did not sacrifice his youthful years and strength, 
in carnal lusts, to Satan. We have no authority 
for assuming that persons of this description are 
very readily converted. The rite of ordination 
does not change, nor does a black coat convert, 
the heart (Ap. Past). 
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Vbb. 6, 7. The hope of the promise, etc.— 
When the apo9tle speaks of bis former mode of 
serving God, as a Pharisee, he does not indeed 
conceal the unholy seal by which he had then 
been controlled; still, he also distinctly mentions 
a pure element which he was able to retain, 
namely, the faith and hope of the resurrection. 
The Jews, on the other hand, by the rage with 
which they now assailed the Gospel of Christ, de¬ 
stroyed their own religion received from the 
fathers, and, in reality, rejected all the additional 
gifts which the God of their fathers was willing 
to bestow. (Rieger). 

Vbb. 8. Why - - incredible - - that Qod 
should raise the dead ?—This is a question 
addressed to the conscience of all who deny the 
resurrection, and is intended to urge them to 
examine the foundation, or, rather, the want of 
a foundation, of their unbelief. 

Vbb. 9-12. I verily thought - - that I 
ought to do many things contrary to, etc. 
—Paul must have perceived that a special bless¬ 
ing attended his practice of referring to his own 
oase, as that of a grievous sinner, on whom, ne¬ 
vertheless, God had'conferred abundant grace— 
and as that of a bloodthirsty persecutor, who had 
now become a joyful confessor of his Saviour. He 
bad already referred to it in ch. xxii. 4 ff.; again 
be mentions it here, in the presence of Agrippa, 
and a third time speaks of it in 1 Tim. i. 12-14. 
Little as he was accustomed to speak of and for 
himself, he becomes copious when he recurs to 
tbis subject. The blessed change which Jesus 
had effected in his soul, was, to him, a perpetual 
miracle; he could not forget the grace which had 
been granted to him. He tells to Jews and Gen¬ 
tiles, to kings and princes, all that God had 
wrought in him. He assigns in 1 Tim. i. 16 his 
reason for speaking of it to all men: “For a pat¬ 
tern to them which should hereafter believe on 
him to life everlasting.” Blessed is that ttfacher, 
who not only by his words, but also by his ex¬ 
ample, teaches and preaches, guides and edifies his 
bearers. (Ap. Past.). 

Vbb. 13. At midday - - I saw a light from 
heaven, above the brightness of the sun. 

—The first ray of light, with which our conver¬ 
sion began, is worthy of eternal remembrance 
and gratitude, 2 Cor. iv. 6. (Starke).—If the face 
of Christ ‘did shine as the sun', even while he 
abode on earth in the state of humiliation, Matth. 
xvii. 2, how muoh more brightly it would shine, 
when he assumed all power and authority in hea¬ 
ven. Rev. i. 16. (id.). 

Vbb. 14, 16. [I am Jesus, etc.— It is hard 
for thee, etc.—On these words see the Hom. and 
Pbact. remarks by Gerok, above, on ch. ix. 6.— 
Tm.1. 

vbb. 16, 17. — But rise, etc.—‘The Lord kill- 
eih and maketh alive—he bringeth low, and 
lifteth up.— He raiseth them that are bowed 
down.' 1 Sam. ii. 6, 7; Ps. cxlvi. 8. (Starke). 
—The same evangelical word was addressed to 
the three disciples on the holy mount, when they 
heard the voice out of the cloud, and fell on their 
face, Mt. xvii. 7. And Saul, too, arose, in order 
to stand, by the power of Jesus Christ, unto this 
day, ver. 22. (Beider).— To make thee a min¬ 
ister fluid witness, etc.—This is a glorious re¬ 
presentation of a truly divine ordination to the 


ministry. Here observe: I. A genuine ordina¬ 
tion is a divine work. Prayer, and the imposi¬ 
tion of hands are not of themselves sufficient to 
change an unconverted and worldly-minded man 
into a faithful witness of Jesus. It is, first, ne¬ 
cessary that the Lord should heal him internally, 
anoint, and ordain him; Jesus alone can impart 
the needed ability to stand, to witness, and to 
minister. II. Jesus does not appoint Paul to be 
an eminent bishop and an ecclesiastic of high 
rank, but, when He assigns to him the highest 
spiritual dignity Of the apostolic office, makes 
him a witness and a servant [“minister,” tnrypi- 
rvv.]. The Lord promises him no comforts, no 
titles of honor, no riches; but, to bear witness 
of Him, to be His servant, amid toils and 
labors, persecutions and tortures—such is the 
apostolic office, the highest dignity of the dis¬ 
ciples of Jesus. How unlike ecclesiastics of 
rank in our day are, in many cases, to this 
ordained witness of Jesus! III. Christ makes 
Paul a witness, not only of those things which he 
had now already seen, but also of those in which 
He would yet appear to him. Thus a faithful 
servant of Jesus should always make progress. 
Our earlier experience of the grace of Jesus 
must be daily renewed and re-animated by new 
experiences of His saving grace, so that our wit¬ 
ness may ever be active and vigorous. IV. The 
Lord Jesus, at the same time, bestows a safe- 
conduct or passport at the ordination, by promis¬ 
ing that while Paul labors as a witness and ser¬ 
vant, He will be a protector and “deliverer,” 
ver. 17. A faithful witness of Jesus may always 
entertain the assurance that when the Lord em¬ 
ploys him, He always has the ability and the will 
to be a Protector. tAp. Past).—The Lord faith¬ 
fully remembered the promise which he gave to 
his apostle. The work to which He originally 
called Paul, and the words which He addressed 
to him at the beginning, have now, after twenty- 
four years of apostolical labors, been abundant¬ 
ly established, before many thousands of per¬ 
sons who were saved, and before still more 
numerous enemies who were subdued. (Besser). 

Vbb. 18. To open their eyes, etc.—Behold 
here a complete plan or sketch of the New Tes¬ 
tament offioe of the ministry. Its objects are: 

I. The instruction of men—“to open their eyes”; 

II. Their conversion—“ to turn them,” etc.; III. 
Their forgiveness—“ that they may receive for¬ 
giveness of sins;” IV. Their salvation—“ inheri¬ 
tance among, etc.”; and, V. Faith is the means 
by which such results are produoed—“by faith, 
etc.” 

Vbb. 19. Whereupon - I was not dis¬ 

obedient. —Not even Paul’s conversion was ir¬ 
resistible. (Bengel).—Paul ascribes his obedi- 
enoe to the divine character of the appearanoe 
which he had seen, bnt especially, (if we also 
refer to the words which immediately precede), 
to the nature of the precious office which was in¬ 
trusted to him. He could not resist this heaven¬ 
ly oall—he says—because this precious office was 
conferred on him by divine authority—an offioe 
by which many thousands of benighted souls 
were to be enlightened and made partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in light [Col. i. 12]. 
Surely, if all teachers would diligently consider 
what eternal glory they could give to God, and 
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how greAt a salvation they could secure for them¬ 
selves and for others, they would become more 
diligent, more faithful, and more obedient. (Ap. 
Past.). 

Vbr. 20. Bat shewed first unto them of 
Damascus, etc.—Precisely where we may have 
given the greatest offence, we should begin to 
remove it {Starke).—The apostle brought forth 
such abundant fruits, because he began to labor 
as soon as he received the calL Our strength is 
impaired by delay. (Ap. Past.).— That they 
should repent and turn to God. —Without 
repentance, Christ avails us nothing; but, on the 
other hand, there can be no genuine repentance, 
without Christ. It is only the evangelical preach¬ 
ing of repentance, that produoes fruit. (From Ap. 
Past.). % 

Vbr. 21. For these oauses the Jews 
oaught me in the temple.— A teacher who 
desires to have the testimony of his own con¬ 
science that he is faithful to God, must at all 
times be ready even to die as a martyr for all the 
truths of the Christian religion, especially for 
the doctrine of repentance and conversion, and of 
works meet for repentance; let him never con¬ 
sent to suppress such truths for the sake of pleas¬ 
ing men. (Starke). 

Vbr. 22. Having therefore obtained help 
of God. —Here was the triumph of the faith of 
a witness of Jesus, who dreaded no labors and 
no sufferings, in his teal to obey the call of his 
Lord. Herein he gloried, amid the shave of his 
bonds. Who can, with truth, employ the Bame 
language? (Ap. Past.).— Continue unto this 
day, witnessing, etc.—Paul rejoices that he 
continues unto this day ; but he also assigns the 
reason—that he might bear witness. It is right 
and just that we should thank the Lord for pro¬ 
longing our lives, and sustaining us amid so 
many dangers and evils. But the continuance 
of our life could be no real benefit and joy, if it 
were devoted to any other purpose than that of 
diligently serving our Saviour, (id.).— Saying 
none other things than those whioh the 
prophets, etc.—He exhibited the same order of 
salvation to small and to great, to the lofty and 
the low, and taught nothing but that which was 
revealed in the word of God. He preached 
Christ, and set him forth alike in his humiliation 
and in his exaltation, ver. 28; he sought to gain 
both Jews and Gentiles, ver. 28. He exhibits, 
in every aspect, an image of a faithful teacher, 
which is worthy of imitation, (id.). 

Vxr. 28. That Christ should suffer - - 
should rise from the dead, and should 
shew light unto - - the Gentiles.— These 
are the three chief points io the writings of the 
prophets: The sufferings of Christ—His resurrec¬ 
tion,—and, The publication of these truths among 
all nations; and precisely these three were, most 
of all, unwelcome to the Jews. The first gave 
them offence; the second was denied by them; 
and the third awakened their envy. (Starke). 

Vbr. 24. Paul, khou art beside thyself. — 
The world deems men to be prudent while they 
are mad, and to be mad when they cease to 
rave, and become prudent. As long as Saul 
raved and raged, he was regarded as a prudent 
and able man; but when he was made ac¬ 
quainted with his madness, and had become a 


| Christian, men believed that he was a madman. 
A change will, however, yet take place, and 
worldly men will say of the righteous: “We 
fools accounted his life madness; how is he num¬ 
bered among the children of God, and his lot is 
among the saints i” Wisdom of SoL v. 4, 6. 
(Lindhammer).—Was this, then, all that Paul 
gained—to be regarded as a madman! Observe 
how a worldly-minded man, such as Festus was, 
cbuld not conceive that any one of sound mind 
would entertain such a faith, and venture his life 
in defence of it. When he cannot accuse a dis¬ 
ciple of Christ of hypocrisy, because he too 
plainly perceives the evidences of sincerity, the 
only expedient that remains is, to ascribe the 
whole to a disordered mind. Festus professes to 
know even the causes of the latter: “ Much learn¬ 
ing doth make thee mad.” Charges of the same 
kind are still made in our day. When a preacher 
receives the gift of wielding the sword of the word 
with ability, the world is not unwilling to concede, 
that, to a certain extent, he does possess talent, but 
alleges that he preaches the Gospel only for Ike 
purpose of displaying his skill. And yet, we are 
surely not actors; and, as little is it madness, 
when, in the name of the living God, we speak 
of eternity, of a Saviour, or of the resurrection. 
Such words are rational and true, and are sup¬ 
ported by the eternal truth of God; and nothing 
more unequivocally demonstrates their truth 
than precisely the opposition of the human heart 
(Palmer).—How often we hear, in the present 
day, the language of this wisdom of Festus, to 
whioh the preaching of the cross is foolishness. 
A childlike and simple faith in the whole revealed 
truth of the Scriptures, is represented as be¬ 
longing to the narrow-mindedness of old times; 
the doctrine of justification by faith in the merits 
of Christ, is called a pagan, sanguinary, theol¬ 
ogy, etc. When any one begins to occupy himself 
earnestly and seriously with the duties of reli¬ 
gion, and breaks the ties which had bound him 
to the world, he is pitied as a man whom religious 
melancholy has betrayed into extravagances, and 
whose mind has become affected by the excessive 
study of the Bible. Did they not blaspheme the 
gracious influences of the penteoostal Spirit, and 
aoouse the disciples of being intoxicated (Acts 
it 18)? Did they not say even of Christr ‘He 
hath a devil, and is mad'? (John x. 2D). (Leonh. 
and 8p.). 

Vbr. 26, 26. I am not mad, most noble 
Festus. —Paul did not reply to Festus in harsh 
and mocking terms,. but modestly represented 
that the reproach was undeserved; he referred 
to the fact that the whole history of Jesus was 
generally known, as the events of His life hsd 
not ooourred in a corner, but had been exhibited 
to the eyes of the world. He also appealed to 
the testimony and the conscience of Agrippa; 
he boldly spoke in the presence of Festus as a 
man in full possession of his Senses and filled 
with the joy which his faith imparted. He 
taught, from the fulness of a heart which divine 
grace had convinced and blessed, that Christian¬ 
ity is no fable, and that faith is not madness. 
Faithful teachers should study this example, and 
imitate it, both when they encounter scoffers of 
religion in society, and when duty requires them 
to bear witness in their writings against scoffers 
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and free-thinkers. (Ap. Past.).— I speak forth 
the words of truth and soberness (Luther’s 
version: “I speak true and rational words”). 
The words which he pronounced were true; the 
manner in which he pronounced them, was ra¬ 
tional. (Besser). 

Vbr. 27. King Agrippa, believeat thou 
the prophets? —Paul, who had studied psychol¬ 
ogy in the school of the Holy Ghost, at once 
perceived the secret spark of a tendency to be¬ 
lieve the word, which glimmered in the heart of 
Agrippa. Impelled by hope, and by his love for 
the king of the Jews, he boldly addresses a 
question to the heart and conscience of the lat¬ 
ter, not yet despairing of success in his attempt 
to conduct him, through the means of the pre¬ 
dictions of the prophets to Christ, the true King 
of Israel. Those are the true court preachers 
who are not deterred by the star on the breast of 
the prince, from inquiring whether the heavenly 
morning star is also shining m his breast. (Leonh. 
and Sp.). 

Vbr. 28. Almost thou persuadest me. 
[With little effort (Luther: “Not much is 
wanting, etc.”).]—“With little effort thou per- 
suadeSt me to become a Christian!” Agrippa 
means: ‘It seems that you expect to make a 
Christian of me by a short process; I should, 
however, think that something more is needed 
in order to persuade a king of the Jews to be- 
oome a Christian.’ (Besser).—These words seem 
indeed to be uttered in a mocking tone; and yet, 
while the king jested, he was not easy at heart. 
He was inwardly moved, but, as a statesmen, 
wished to conceal his emotion. Such “Almost- 
Cbristians ” are still numerous, even in our day. 
The world would willingly be saved, if it were 
not for the words: *8trive to enter in at the 
strait gate, etc.’ Lu. xiii. 24. (Starke).—How 
often we, too, have been near the kingdom of 
heaven! We had almost passed from darkness 
to light, from unbelief to faith, from sin to re¬ 
pentance, from inward trouble to peace, from 
the world to God. The heart was touched, the 
mind enlightened, the will aroused; the hour was 
favorable—the hour of grace, which might have 
decided on our blessed eternity; not much was 
wanting. But the little that was wanting, we 
would not yield; we could not part from some 
object which we prised; there was some favorite 
sin, which we could not abandon. Our thoughts 
were again diverted from the subject, a tempta¬ 
tion presented itself—and the hour of graoe 
passed by; the treasure which we had almost 
grasped, was again lost, and again were we far 
from the Lord. 

Ver. 29. And Paul said, I would to God, 
that not only thou, etc.—When Agrippa had 
ottered the light jest, Paul replied with deep 
and holy earnestness.—What sorrow and pain, 
what holy zeal for the honor of the Lord, those 
bold words express! That love, which so ar¬ 
dently desired the salvation of all, sought to fan 
into a bright flame the feeble spark of faith 
which glimmered in the answer of Agrippa. 
Paul gives an assurance even to those who stood 
at a greater distance—to Festus and the other 
persons of rank—-of his intercessory love, and 
kindly and urgently invites them not to allow 
the hour of grace to pass away unimproved. 
29 


(Leonh. and Sp.).—What various sentiments with 
respect to the Gospel of Christ were entertained 
by those who were now assembled in this * place 
of hearing’ (ch. xxv. 23)1 Paul, living solely 
by the faith of the Son of God [Gal. ii. 20]— 
Agrippa, touched—Bernice, more indifferent— 
Festus, still lees moved. How gladly Paul would 
have conducted them all to that blessedness, 
which he derived from his holy faith! (Rieger).— 
Much was wanting in the case of Festus—little, in 
that of Agrippa. But Paul teaches that the grace 
of God can remove every hinderance to faith, 
whether small or great; and he expresses his 
earnest desire that Festus, as well as Agrippa, 
and all who heard him, might surmount every 
obstacle, accept the offered grace, and enter into 
fellowship with Christ. Thus a witness of Jesus 
does not allow himself to be discouraged, but 
even in the case of the worst scoffers and the 
most hardened men, still hopes that they will be 
converted, and become partakers of the grace of 
God. (Ap. Past.). 

Ver. 30. And when he had than spoken 

[see note 19, appended to the text, above.— Tr.], 
the king rose up. —The king could listen no 
longer to the man before him, who spoke with 
increasing boldness; the smile died away on his 
lips, and he abruptly put an end to the proceed¬ 
ings. (Besser).—Faithful servants of Jesus are 
grieved when they perceive that their discourses 
produoe no other fruit than that the hearers say: 
‘The preacher is a good man—or—He is a de¬ 
vout man—or—He has spoken well.’ And yet, 
such is here the experience of the holy apostle. 
After he had testified of Jesus with the utmost 
sincerity, joy and power, and had with so much 
confidence opened his heart to all the hearers, 
whose salvation he earnestly desired, they all 
arose, conversed together, and at last said: ‘That 
is a good man.’ Should they not have learned 
much more, on far more important subjects, 
from his discourse? Such is the world. (Ap. 
Past.). 

On the whole chapter. — The apostle Paul's 
remarkable experience of life , ver. 1-18: I. His 
conduct as a Jew, ver. 4, 6; and, II. Now, the 
enmity of the Jews, ver. 6-8; III. His opposi¬ 
tion to Jesus, ver. 9-12; and, IV. Now, his won¬ 
derful conversion, ver. 18-18. (Lisco). — The 
calling of Paul: I. The Lord overpowers the ob¬ 
durate spirit of his enemy, ver. 6-15; II. He 
converts the subdued enemy into a blessed ser¬ 
vant, ver. 15-18. (id.)— That the faith of those 
who are converted is even yet to bear fruit similar to 
that which appears m the conduct of the apostle 
Paul: I. By earnestly calling on the unconverted 
to repent, ver. 19, 20; II. By boldly bearing 
witness of Christ, ver. 21-23. (id.).— The impres¬ 
sions which a Christian receives , when he surveys 
his life in the light of revelation: I. He looks back 
to the time spent in the service of sin; II. He 
looks upward to that grace which took away bis 
sins; III. He looks forward to that glorious 
home, to which his renewed life aspires, (id.).— 
How does the power of the divine word manifest it¬ 
self in the case of those who perish f I. By attract¬ 
ing them to itself. The word acts on them, (a) 
It reveals to the worldly-minded man a higher 
world, hitherto unknown to him, on which he 
gazes with astonishment. Festus exclaims: 
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‘Paul, thou art beside thyself!* Ter. 24. (6) 

Where the word of God discovers traces of an 
earlier divine life, it attaches itself to these, and 
calls up remembrances of a time when faith ex¬ 
isted in the soul. ‘King Agrippa, believest 
thou—? I know that thou believest,* ver. 27. 
It revives the earlier love, for the purpose of 
establishing anew, by its aid, the faith that had 
yielded, ver. 26-28. It inspires respect for all 
who are sincere believers, ver. 29, 81, 82.—II. 
By repelling them. They resist the influence of 
the word, (a) The worldly-minded man soon 
persuades himself that a fervid seal in the cause 
of that which is exalted and divine, is only re¬ 
ligious enthusiasm, or fanaticism. (Festus, ver. 
24). (b) Better impulses and emotions are sup¬ 

pressed, and succeeded by levity and indiffer¬ 
ence. (Agrippa, ver. 28-32). (id.).— Paul and 
Agrippa: I. Paul’s holy seal—Agrippa’s levity 
and mockery; II. Paul's joyful assurance of 
faith—Agrippa’s lamentable want of decision; 
III. Paul's apostolic and overflowing love— 
Agrippa’s affected indifference. (Leonh. and 
Sp.).—‘ Why thou Id it be thought a thing incredible 
ectlh you , that God should raise the dead?'—a ques¬ 
tion addressed to the conscience of all who deny the 
resurrectton: I. Is it the pride of a mind of limited 
owers, which rejects all that it cannot compre- 
end ? II. Is it the despondency of a faint heart, 
which will not believe in the infinite power of 
the Creator ? III. Is it the agony of an evil con¬ 
science, which dreads eternity 1 and the judg¬ 
ment?— The three narratives of Paul's conversion , 

' or, The visitations of divine grace are never for¬ 
gotten by the children of God: the narrative is 
ftimished thrice (ver. 12-18; ix. 1-22; xxii. 8- 

21) , so that it may, I. Give eternal praise to the 
Lord—to his wonderful power, and his wonder¬ 
ful love; II. Furnish a salutary admonition to 
the children of God—reminding them of the sins 
which they committed, and of the grace which 
was granted to them; 111. Be an abiding moni¬ 
tor for the world—rebuking sin, and inviting 
men to enter the way of salvation. (Compare the 
Hon. and Pract. remarks on ch. ix. and ch. 

22) .— The blessed work which the office of the min¬ 
istry of the word performs for sinners , ver. 18: 1 . 
To open their eyes to the light of truth; II. To 
turn their hearts from the works of darkness; 
III. To give peace to their conscience, by the 
forgiveness of sins; IV. To sanctify their walk, 
and prepare them to become partakers of the in¬ 
heritance of the saints in light— Paul, a model , 
as a noble witness of God, ver. 22, 28: I. By 
whose aid he bears witness; by that of the Lord, 
whose strength is made perfect in his weakness ! 
[2 Cor. xii. 9] : 4 Having therefore obtained help 
of God, etc.,* ver. 22. II. In whose pretence he 
bears witness; in that of all who have ears to 
hear: 4 witnessing both to small and great—a 
light unto the people (of the Jews), ana to the 
Gentiles,’ ver. 22, 23. III. To whom he bears 
witness; to Christ, who was promised and had 
come, who was cruoified and is risen: ‘Saying 
none other things than, etc.,' ver. 22.— ‘Pmd, 
thou art beside thyself: much learning doth make 
thee mad!' — language, which admonishes all preach¬ 
ers of the Gospel to examine themselves: I. Whether 
their doctrine does not betray any unscriptural 
extravagance; II. Whether carnal passion does 


not mingle with their seal; III. Whether their 
eloquence is not, in part, sustain^ by unspir¬ 
itual arts.— 'Paul, thou art beside thyself V—the 
judgment which the worldly-minded man usually 
forms of the people of God: L He thinks that be 
can overwhelm them by representing their child¬ 
like Christian faith as narrowness of mind, their 
devout Christian life as religious melancholy, 
and their joyful Christian hope as fanaticism. 
But, in reality, II. The worldly-minded man 
condemns himself; for he exposes his own pov¬ 
erty of spirit, which cannot understand divine 
things—his hardness of heart, which pays no 
attention to the admonition of the Holy Ghoet— 
and the miserable state of his soul, which cannot 
conceive the blessedness of the children of God. 
— Who is beside himself t Paul or Festus ? The 
Christian, or he who is not a Christian ? L Is the 
Christian beside himself, whose faith is estab¬ 
lished on the infallible revelations of God in the 
Scriptures and in the experience of the heart, or 
rather he who, without examination, blindly 
denies all that he cannot comprehend, or touch 
with his hands? II. Is the Christian beside 
himself, who regulates his life according to the 
commands of God, and walks securely in the 
narrow way of sanctification, or rather he who 
is the sport of his passions, and who staggers 
along the broad road that leads to destruction ? 
III. Is the Christian beside himself, whose hope 
is fixed on an eternity, which, amid all the 
changes of time, appears steadily before his 
view, or rather he who seeks for happiness in 
the transitory things of this life—a life which 
passes away like a dream, and leaves nothing 
behind but a terrible awakening?— That Paul 
was fully justified in saying: ‘I *pcak forth the 
words of truth and soberness ’ (ver. 26): I. Proved 
from the jfast history of the church of Christ; 
for these words of Paul abide unto the present 
day, whereas the wit of Festus has long since 
become silent; II. Confirmed by the prompt as¬ 
sent of every honest heart, which still derives 
its most cheerful light, its greatest strength, and 
its richest consolations from these words; IIL 
Demonstrated hereafter, on the great day of 
eternity; for heaven and earth will pass away, 
but the word of God endureth for ever.— ‘King 
Agrippa, believest thou V—a solemn question, suited 
to the courts of kings: I. Exhorting princes and 
nobles to seek the salvation of their souls; IL 
Exhorting court preachers to fulfil their doty 
with fidelity.— Paul and his princely hearers , or. 
The various positions which men assume with respect 
to Christian truth: I. Festus, who altogether re¬ 
jects it, saying: * Paul, thou art beside thyself;’ 
II. Agrippa, who partially inclines to it, saying: 
‘Almost thou persaadest me;* III. Paul, whose 
life is bound up in it [Gen. xliv. 80], saying: 
*1 would to God, etc.,' ver. 29.— When does a ser¬ 
mon really benefit us? L When it convinces, and 
does not merely 44 persuade" ns; II. When it 
wins us altogether, and not “ almostIIL When 
it influences not only an individual, but “all 
that hear.”— The dangerous expression: ‘Almost 
[With little effort]:' dangerous, for it, I. En¬ 
courages the delusion that it is easy to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; II. Increases our 
responsibility, if we had been * not far from the 
kingdom of God,' and, nevertheless, did not enter 
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in .—The curse of lukewarmness in matters of re¬ 
ligion: the lukewarm are, 1. An abomination 
unto the Lord, who demands the whole heart. 
* Because thou art lukewarm - - - I will spew 
thee out of my mouth ’ [Her. iii. 16]; II. The 
derision of the world, which wantonly sports 
with them; IIL A torment to themselves, with¬ 
out strength or comfort —The men of rank who 
had listened to the discourse of Paul , ver. 80-82: 
I. Apparently, a gracious dismissal of the up¬ 
right servant of the Lord; II. In reality, a dec¬ 
orous flight before the word of divine truth.— 


[Ver. 27. The faith of king Agrippa: I. Histori¬ 
cal notices; (a) his life; (b) his character. II. 
The nature of his faith; fa) he was indebted for 
it merely to his birth ana education; (b) it did 
not possess that power which is derived from 
personal religious experience; III. Its real 
value; (a) it withheld him from no sins; (b) it 
did not attach him to Christ; IV. The lessons 
which it affords; (a) faith in the divine origin 
of our holy religion may be professed even by 
the unconverted; (b) the vast difference between 
a living and a dead faith.—Ta.] 


SECTION IV. 


THE APOSTLE’S JOURNEY BY SEA FROM CESAREA TO ROME. 

Chapter XXVII. 1—XXVIII. 16. 

▲.—THE YOTAOS TO ITALY, AND IT8 DANGERS, BUT AL80 THB DIVINE PROTECTION GRANTED TO THE 
APOSTLE AND TH08E WHO WERE WITH HIM. THB SHIPWRECK, AND THE ESCAPE FROM DEATH AT 
THB I8LAND OP MALTA. 

Chapter XXVII. 1-44. 

• 

1 And [But] when it was determined [resolved] that we should sail into [to] Italy, 
they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of 

2 Augustus’ band [to a centurion named Julius, of the Augustan band]. *And entering 
into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; one 
[We embarked, then (&), in a ship of Adramyttium, which was about to sail 1 to the 
places [r<$7rou<r] in Asia; and we put to sea,] Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thcssa- 

3 fonica, being with us. *And the next day we touched [landed] at Sidon. And Ju¬ 
lius courteously entreated Paul [treated Paul with kindness], arid gave him liberty 

4 [permitted him] to go* unto his friends to [friends and] refresh himself. *And when 
we had launched [put to sea] from thence, we sailed under Cyprus, because the winds 

t were contrary [to us]. *And when we had sailed over [through] the sea of [sea, 
along (the coast of)] Cilicia and Pamphylia, we* came to Myra*, a city of Lycia [to 
Myra in Lycia]. 

6 *And there [There] the centurion found a ship of Alexandria [which was] sail- 

7 ing into [to] Italy; and he put us therein [us on board of it]. * And when we had 
[But we] sailed slowly many days, and scarce were oome over against Cnidus, the 
wind not suffering us, [and with difficulty reached the region of Cnidus; but as the 

8 wind did not allow us to land,] we sailed under Crete 4 , over against Salmons; ♦ And, 
hardly [with difficulty] passing it, came unto a place which is called the [om. the] 
Fair Havens; nigh whereunto was the city of Lasea 6 . 

9 ♦Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now [was already] danger¬ 
ous, because [also, xal] the fast was now already [was now] past, Paul admonished them, 

10 *And said unto them, Sirs [Ye men, * Avtyes], I perceive that this [the, rJv] voyage 
will be [will terminate, ftiXXstv t<re<r&zt] with hurt 6 [injury] and much damage, not 

11 only of tne lading [cargo 7 ] and ship, but also of our lives. ♦Nevertheless [However, 
dl] the centurion believed the master [steersman] and the owner of the ship [ship- 

12 owner], more than those [the, role] things which were spoken by Paul. *And [But] 
because the haven [harbor] was not commodious [suited] to winter in, the more [greater] 
part advised [resolved] to depart thence also 8 , if by any means [if perhaps, cfiroc] they 
might attain to Phenice [might be able to reach Phoenix], and there to winter [ana 
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winter there]; which is a haven of Crete, and lieth toward the southwest and north- 

13 west. *And when [as] the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained 
their purpose, loosing [setting sail] thence, they sailed close* by [close along the coast 

14 of] Crete. *But not long after [this,] there arose 10 against it [against the ship] a 

15 tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon [which is called Northeasterly 11 ]. *And when 
[Now as] the ship was caught [carried along], and could not bear up into [against] 

16 the wind, we let her drive Twind, we gave her up, and were driven onward]. *And 
running under a certain [But when we came near to a small] island which is called 
Clauda 11 , we had much work to come by [much difficulty in obtaining control of] the 

IT boat: * Which when they had taken [raised] up, they used helps [aids], undergird- 
ing the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands [should be driven 

18 upon the sand-banks], strake sail [lowered the tackling], and so were driven. *And 
we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest [And as we Buffered exceedingly from 
the storm], the next day they lightened the ship [they threw merchandise overboard]; 

19 *And [on] the third day we" cast out with our own hands the tackling [the furniture] 

20 of the ship. *And [Now (d£)] when neither sun nor stars in [for] many days ap¬ 
peared, ana no small [slight] tempest lay [pressed] on us , all hope that we should be 
saved was then [all hope that our lives would be saved was at last (lo»r£>)] taken 

21 away. *But after [a] long abstinence [from food], Paul stood forth in the midst of 
them, and said, Sirs, [Ye men], ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed 
[sailed] from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss [Crete; ye would thus have 

22 avoided this injury and this damage]. *And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: 
for there shall [will] be no loss of any man's life among you, but [only that] of the 

23 ship. *For there stood by me this night the [an] angel of God, whose I am, and 

24 whom*I serve, *Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Cesar [must 
stand before the emperor]: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. 

25 * Wherefore, sirs [ye men], be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall [will] be 

26 even as it was tola me. *Howbeit [Yet (di)] we must be cast upon [be wrecked at] 
a certain island. 

27 *But when the fourteenth night was come 14 [came], as we were driven up and down 
in Adria [in the Adriatic sea], about midnight the snipmen [mariners] deemed [con¬ 
jectured] that they drew near to some country [that some land was approaching them]; 

28 *And sounded, and [heaving the lead, they] found it twenty fathoms [deep]: and 
when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found it [deep; after a 

29 short interval they again cast the lead, and found] fifteen fathoms. *Then fearing 

lest we [lest they, should have fallen [should be wrecked] upon rocks, 

they oast four anchors out of [at] the stem, and wished for the day [wished that day 

80 would come]. *And as the shipmen were about [But when the mariners sought, 
ZyTouvTtov] to flee out of the ship, when they had [ship, and] let down the boat into 
the sea, under colour as though they would have cast anchors out of [on the pretext 

31 that they were about (fielXSwatv) to let go anchors at] the foreship, *Paul said to the 
centurion and to the soldiers, Except these [If these do not] abide in the shin, ye can- 

82 not be saved. *Then the soldiers cut off [cut away] the ropes of [from] the boat, and 

33 let her fall off. *And while the day was coming on [But until it began to be day], 
Panl besought [exhorted] them all to take meat [nourishment], saying, This day is the 
fourteenth day thatye have tarried [waited] and continued fasting, having [and have] 

34 taken nothing. ^Wherefore I pray [exhort] you to take 1 * some meat [nourishment]; 
for this is for your ,T health [preservation, ewrripiaq ]: for there shall not a hair fall from 
the head of any of you [for not a hair of the head of any one of you will perish"]. 

35 *And when [When] he had thus spoken 1 *, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in 
presence of them all; and when he had broken it, he [all, broke it, and] began to 

86 eat. *Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took some meat [took nourish- 

37 ment. *And [But] we were" in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen 

88 [two hundred and seventy-six] souls. *And [But] when they had eaten enough, they 

89 lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat [grain] into the sea. *And [But] when it 
was day, they knew not the land: but they discovered a certain creek [inlet] with a 
shore [beach], into the [om. the] which they were minded [they resolved* 1 ], if it were 

40 possible, to thirost in [drive] the ship. *And when they had taken up tne anchors 
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[Therefore, cutting away the anchors], they committed themselves unto the sea [they 
let them fall into the sea 22 ], and loosed the rudder bands [and, at the same time (<S/ia) 
loosened the fastenings of the rudders], and hoised [hoisted] up the mainsail [fore- 

41 sail 2 ®] to the wind, and made toward the shore [beach]. *And [But] falling into a 
place where two seas met [which had the sea on both sides], they ran the ship 
aground; and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder part 
was broken with the violence of the waves [broken by the violence {om. of the 

42 waves)**]. *And the soldiers' counsel was [But the soldiers formed the resolution] to 
kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out and escape 26 [that no one might 

43 escape by swimming]. *But the centurion, willing [The centurion, however 
wished] to save Paul, [and] kept them from their purpose; and commanded that they 
which [who] could swim should cast themselves first into the sea [water], and get to 

44 land: *Ana the rest, some [partly] on boards, and some [partly] on broken pieces [on 
pieces] of the ship. And so [thus] it came to pass, that they escaped all [they all 
came] safe to land. 


i Ver. 2. The dative singular pi4k Aovri, which Is found in the Alex. [A.l and Vat [B.] manuscripts, [and also In Ood. 
Bln.], as well as in twenty minuscules and several versions, should be preferred to the nominative plural pikkovre* [of 
text. rec.], which is found in the two latest uncial manuscripts [O. H.]; the latter was introduced [by copyists] to suit 
iirtfl&vTt*. [This is also Meyer’s opinton. The Vulgate, as usually printed, has incipientes, but some manuscripts read 
incipientem, agreeing with narem, thus sustaining pikkovrt. —Knapp, Loch., Tisch., Born., and Alf. (Wiwbr: Or. N. T. t 
£ 32. 1 ult.) adopt the sing. De Wette prefers the nom. plur., as It is apparently the more difficult reading.— Tr.] 

* Ver. 3. [wopevBirra, of text. rec~ with G. H., and retained by Alf., is changed into wopevOevn by Lach. and Tisch., in 
accordance with A. B., and also Cod. Sin.—De Wette here, too, regards the dative as a later correction; Meyer, who agrees 
with him, thinks that it was made to suit ivHpt^e. —Tr.] 

* Ver 5. [The text. rtc. exhibits the form Mvpa (acc. pi.), with G. and Cod. Sin., most minuscules, and some church 
fathers.—A. reads Avorpa; B. Mvppav, which Lach. and Tisch. adopt; H. Motpcav; Vulg. Lyetram. Alford, who retains 
the form Mvpo, remarks: “The various readings merely show that the copyists were unacquainted with the place.” See 
the Exeq. note below.—T r.] 

* Ver. 7. [The margin of the Engl. Bible offers the form Candy , i. e^ Candia , the modern name. (Wicl., Rheims: Crete ; 
Tynd„ Cranm. and Geneva: Candy ).—Tr.] 

* Ver. 8. [The form in text. rtc. is A«uroua, found in G. H., which Alf. retains; A. reads *AA«r<ra, Vhich Lach. adopts; 
B. Aao^o, which Tisch. prefers; Cod. Sin. read originally: ejryvr voXit r\v Aotrtreia, which C altered to Aourwa; Vulg. 
Thalatsa. There are other variations.—T r.] 

* Ver. 10. a. [For “hurt ” (Tynd., Cranm., Geneva, Rheims), the margin of the Engl. Bible proposes the word “injury.* 
—“*Yj8pi*—2. Me ton. injury , harm, danger , in person or property, as arising from the insolence or violence of any one, and 
trop. from the violence of the sea, tempests, Acts xxvii. 10, 21.” RobinsoN: Lex., p. 736; for authorities, see Wahl and 
Bos.—Ta.] 

1 T Ver. 10. b. [The text. rec. reads ^dprov with some minuscules; ^oprfov, found in A. B. G. H. and Cod. Sin. is adopted 
by editors generally. The two forms convey the same senso, although the second Is a diminutive.—T r.1 

* Ver. 12. It is true that KtfKti8*v [of text. rtc. and retained by Alt] is attested by only one uncial manuscript [II.], 
whereas three [A. B. G. with Syr. Vulg., and, os it now appears, also Cod. Sin.] exhibit ixtiOtv; it is probable, however, 
that ical of the compound was dropped [by copyists], as its purpose was not understood [i. «., “ thence aUo x as from their 
former stopping places ” (Alford, who adopts Meyer’s view). But Lach., Tisch. and Scholz read simply ineiOtv. —Ta.] 

* Ver. 13. [In the text. rec. 'A aaov appears as a proper name, and so too in the Vulgate (Auon\ as in ch. xx. 13. But 
the English translators render the word as an adverb, screw, “ close.” See the Exbq. note, below. Reoent editors, (with 
Robinson, Wahl, de Wette, etc.) generally, adopt the latter view,—Ta.] 

w Ver. 14. a. J^or “arose” (Cranmer, Geneva), the margin offers “beat.” See the Exbq. note,—Ta.] 

M Ver. 14. b. [The text. rec. roads EvpoxAv3wv, with G. H.’; Alf. retains this form. A. B (original) and Cod. Sin. exhibit 
EvpajcvAcsr, whicn Lach. and Tisch. adopt. B (corrected): EvpvcAviW. Vulgate: Euroaquilo. There are other varia¬ 
tions. See the Exbq. note.— Tr.1 

)* Ver. 16. [The text. rec. exhibits the form KAavfops with G. H., which Alf. retains. B. exhibits Kavia, which Lach. 
and Tisch. adopt. Cod. Sin. exhibits in the text: KAavfta; Tischendorf remarks here: “A erosum,” so that, after the cor¬ 
rection. it conforms to B.—Vulg. Cauda , “which form most commonly occurred.” (Alf.)— Tr.] 

Ver. lfl. The text. rec. reads ippiif/afiev, on the authority of two manuscripts [G. H.}, and Tischendorf has very pro¬ 
perly adopted this reading rather than the one preferred by Lach. [Born, and Alf.], namely tfipufrav, which Is fonna in 
three uncial manuscripts [A. B (corrected); B (original) ipetyav. 0. is the third; the Vnlg. concurs: prqjecerunt]; the 
former, the first person plural, is sustained by avr<$x«tp«f. [Cod. Sin. reads: ipi^av, that is, the third person. Meyer 
concludes that, as the verb could have been made by copyists to snit either afoexciptc (first person), or cirotouvro, ver. 18 
(third person), the authorities alone can determine the point, namely, the manuscripts, versions, etc., and that these de¬ 
cidedly attest the reading ippi+av. He was not acquainted with the fact that Cod. Sin. confirms his view.—T r.] 

Ver. 27. [For eytfecro of text. rec. with B (e sil) C. G. H. and Cod. 8in. and retained by Alf., irtyivtro is substituted 
by Lach. and Tisch., in accordance with A. Vnlg. ( supervenit ), “and very correctly, as the compound verb Is very unusual, 
being found besides only in ch. xxviii. IS.” (Meyer).— Tr.] 

ft Ver. 29. [The text. rec. reads iicwiavaiv with some minuscules; Itcwiompev is adopted generally by recent editors, 
in accordance with A. B. C. G. H. most minuscules, Vulg. (inridtremw), etc.—-Cod. 8in., which reads epwiaotp-tv, sustains 
the first person plural.—T r.]. 

w Ver. 34. a. perakafielv [found in A. B. C. Cod. Sin., and adopted by Lach., Tisch. and Alf.], is better attested than 
wpofXafielr [of text. rec. with G. H.; “ the latter (wp.) was taken from ver. 33.” (Meyer).—T r.1 

n Ver. 34. b. vprripas [of text. rec .1 Is better sustained by external authorities [by B (e sil). C. H. Cod. Sin., Vulg. (rarfra)l 
than npuripac (found In A. G.]; the latter was substituted by those [copyists] who supposed that, as the preservation of 
all was meant. Paul must have expressed himself communicative. [Lach.. Tiscn. and Alf. adopt the second person.—TR*] 
Ver. 34. e. owoAetrtu is sustaiued by the three oldest manuscripts [A. B. C., and also by Cod. 8in.l, whereas xeaelra i 
[of text, rec.l occurs only in the two latest [G. H. Most editors adopt tue former. De Wette says: “Transcribers were 
more familiar with the latter, 1 8am. xiv. 46; 2 Sam. xlv. 11; 1 Kings L 62. 8ept.”—Meyer, on the other hand, while he 
admits that diroA. is attested by important authorities, says that this word is liable to suspicion, as it may have been taken 


from Luke xxi. 18 .—Tr.] 

» Ver. 35. [The text. rtc. exhibits siirwv, with G. H., while A. B. C. and Cod. Sin. read ciwo*, which Lach., Tisch. and 
Alf. adopt.— Tr.1 

*> Ver. 37. [The text. rec. reads with C. G. H., while the less usnml form occurs in A. B. and also in Cod. 

Bin.; the letter is adopted by Lach., Tisch. and Alf. On this form see Wixrr: Oram. AT. 1% { 14. 2.—Tr.] 

n Ver. 39. [The text. rec. exhibits «/3ovAcv<ravTo, which is found in G. H n and is retained by Alf.—Lach., Tisch. and 
Born, read «/5 ovAcvovto, with B. C. and also Cod. 8ln.— A. exhibits <0ovAorro.—Tn.] 

a Ver. 40. a [For “ taken up the anchors” (WIcl M Tynd., Cranm., Geneva, Rheims), the English version proposes In 
the margin: “ cut the anchors, they left them in the sea.” Bee the Exbq. note, below.— Tr.] 
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■ Ter. 40. b. [The text rtc. exhibits the form oprtpora, with G., bat A. B. C. H n end also Cod. Sin. read &prtpm*a 9 
which Lach., Tisch. and Alf. adopt.— Wnra: Or^ ? 0. 1. d.—See the Exso. note, below. — Te.] 

w Ver. 41. The words rmv Kvfidruv are wanting in the Alex. [A.] and Tat. [B.1 manuscripts, and seem to hare been 
added (by a later band] as an explanation of rr# /Stas. [“They seem to be a gloss." (de Wette).—Cod. Sin. originally 
omitted them, but C inserted them. They are dropped by Lack and Tfsch. The Vulg. exhibits: a vt marie. Alf. retains 
them, in accordance with C. G. H., minuscules, etc., and, with Meyer, says: “ The transcriber's eye passed from tmt (be&rs 
eatfiATmv) to rwv (before 44 or par. t»t. 42). The sentence could hardly hare been written without some genitfre after 
riff guw.”—Ta.1 

* Ver. 42. [Instead of but+vyoi, of text. ree n recent editors generally read Suufrvyjj, with A. B. C. G. Cod. gin.—H. ex* 
hibits Suuftvyti. De Wette remarks : “ The subjunctive is probably a correction, as the optative with jir, which was con* 
monly employed by the Greeks after a preterite, is unusual in the New Testament." See Wiser: Gr. N. TL, on the pa- 
sage, $ 60. % —Ta.J 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Veb. 1. And when it was determined 

[resolvedl.— The resolution which was now 
adopted, did not refer to the voyage itself, which 
had already been determined, but to the mode 
and the time of the journey to Italy; it was, 
namely, decided that the party should set forth 
immediately , and go by tea. [“When Vespasian 
went tp Rome, leaving Titus to prosecute the 
siege of Jerusalem, he went on board a merchant- 
ship, and sailed from Alexandria to Rhodes, and 
thence pursued bis way through Greece to the 
Adriatic, and finally went to Rome through Italy 
by land. Jos. B. J. wii. 2. 1.” ( Conyb. and How- 
ton , etc., II. 818 ).—Te.]. It was now late in the 
autumn of the year A.D. 60 [ver. 0]. By the 
word i the narrator indicates, in addition to 
Paul, both himself and also the Macedonian 
Christian Aristarchus of Thessalonica, ver. 2; 
see ch. xix. 29; xx. 4 [and Col. iv. 10; Philem. 
ver. 24.—“Our English translators speak of him, 
very strangely, as ‘one Aristarchus/ as if he 
were otherwise unknown.” (Hackett).—T e.]; 
both voluntarily accompanied the apostle. Hence 
Luke here speaks communicatively for the first 
time since the mention of the arrival at Jerusa¬ 
lem (ch. xxi. 15-18), and retains the same form 
of speech until the party reaches Rome.—The 
expression rov airorrAeiv excites attention in a 
grammatical point of view, sinoe it presents the 
object to which the resolution referred as the 
purpose or design of that resolution. [On the 
later usage with regard to this construction (the 
article in the genitive, with the infinitive, see 
Winer’s remark on the passage, Oram. N. T., { 
44. 4, under the second a). —Te. 1. In accord¬ 
ance with the resolution already mentioned, 
Paul, with his voluntary attendants, on the one 
hand, and, on the other, the rest of the prisoners 
who were to be sent forward, and who belonged 
to a different class (erepot, •*. e., of another sort), 
were officially given in charge to a centurion 
named Julius, who was thus made responsible 
for the safe delivery of all the prisoners. [De 
Wette denies that kkpov$ is here intentionally 
employed instead of iXXove, (as Meyer and Lech- 
ler assume), in order to imply that the other 
prisoners were of another kind, i. not Chris¬ 
tians; and, to show that dAAo? and erepoe are 
used promiscuously, appeals to ch. xv. 85; xvii. 
84.— They delivered. — “Who? Perhaps the 
assessors with whom Festus took counsel on the 
appeal, ch. xxv. 12; but, more likely, the plural 
is used indefinitely, the subject being * they/ 
like the French *on/ or the German ‘min.’” 
(Alf.).—See Winbb, Gr. N. T., ( 64. 8.—Te.].— 
Different views have been entertained by inter¬ 
preters respecting the cohort Augusta, to which 


the centurion Julius belonged. Kuinoel, who 
adopted the opinion of Schwarz (Dus. de cohorts 
Italic a et Augusta , 1720, p. 48), assumed that a 
cohort of soldiers from Sebaste (Samaria’) was 
meant. [After Herod had rebuilt the city of 
Samaria, ne gave it the name of Zefiaarj, in honor 
of Augustus; Jos. Ant. xv. 7. 7 and 8. 5 .—Te.]. 
But this supposition is, for various reasons, en¬ 
titled to very little consideration. [If, for in¬ 
stance, the fact had been as Schwarz supposes, 
the cohort would have been described as or. 
KaXovyivij Xepaorgpuv. (De Wette).—T e.]. Wijc- 
seler: (Ap. Chron ., p. 889 if.) eonjecturee that 
Julius belonged to the special imperial body¬ 
guard of Nero ( cohort Augustanorum ), that he 
had been sent to the East for the purpose of ful¬ 
filling some official duty, and that, when he was 
returning to Rome, Festus availed himself of the 
opportunity, in order to send the prisoners, un¬ 
der his o&re, to that city. But the terms of the 
text before us, convey the impression that both 
the centurion and the cohort in question, were 
stationed at Ceearea, and were under the com¬ 
mand of Festus. Hence the name is still in¬ 
volved in a certain obscurity, whioh we cannot 
remove by any arbitrary coigectures. 

Veb. 2. And Entering into a ship.—The 
prisoners, with a body of Roman soldiers, who 
served as a guard, accordingly embarked at 
Ceearea on a trading vessel which came from 
Adramyttium, a seaport of Asia Minor, in the 
province of Mysia, not far from Troas and Assos, 
and opposite to the island of Lesbos. The ship 
was homeward bound, but previously to the con¬ 
clusion of the voyage, was yet to touch at several 
seaports along the coast of Asia proconsuiaris. 
[flWriv rove - - rkrove is the reading of the text, 
rec. with G. H.—Lachm. inserts rif after r^lrlv, 
on the authority of A. B., to which Cod. Sin. is 
now also to be added. Alford, with de Wette 
and Meyer, rejects the preposition as a later 
attempt to correct an apparently harsh construc¬ 
tion; for the latter, see Winer: Or. } 82. 1 ulL 
on the passage.—T r.]. It was intended that this 
ship should be exchanged for another which was 
on its way to Italy, and which could be readily 
found in some one of the seaports of Asia Minor. 
—The nautical and topographical points which 
occur in the narrative of Luke, have been ex¬ 
plained in a manner which claims all our grati¬ 
tude, in the work of a learned Englishman, en¬ 
titled: “The Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul: 
with Dissertations on the Life and Writings of 
St. Luke, and the Ships and Navigation of the 
Ancients. By James Smith, Esq., of JordanhiU, 
F.R.S. 1848. Second edition, London, 1856." 
This writer employed a winter’s residence in 
Malta, in oareftilly examining all the localities 
of the island; he consulted educated and expe¬ 
rienced seamen on the subject of the navigation 
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of the Levant, and oollected all the Information, 
which modern log-books and descriptions of sea- 
voyages could tarnish. He deyoted special at¬ 
tention to the ship-building and the navigation 
of the ancients, and availed himself of all acces¬ 
sible documents and aids, in order to shed all 
possible light on the narrative in thb Acts. The 
result was, that he clearly explained many points 
which had hitherto been involved in obscurity, 
and, at the same time, essentially contributed to 
the evidences of the historical truth and of the 
credibility of the Book of thb Acts. He has, in 
particular, demonstrated in the clearest manner, 
in many passages of the work, that the writer of 
the narrrative before us, 1, could not have him¬ 
self been a seaman, inasmuch as his language, 
when he speaks of nautical matters, is not that 
which any one who was professionally and prac¬ 
tically acquainted with the subject, would have 
employed. He has demonstrated that, for this 
very reason, the writer must, 2, have been an 
eye-witness of all that he records; this point is 
proved both by the statements respecting all that 
oocurred on board, and by the geographical de¬ 
tails which are interwoven with the narrative; 
for no man who was not professionally acquainted 
with marine affairs, could have tarnished a de¬ 
scription of a sea-voyage so consistent in all its 
parts, unless he related that which he had per¬ 
sonally observed and experienced. [Similar 
testimony is borne to the value of the services of 
J. Smith, by Meyer, Alford, Alexander, Hackett, 
Howson, etc., in their respective works; all 
gladly express their sense of the obligations 
which he has conferred on those who interpret 
thb Acts or thb Apostlbs. —Ta.] 

Via. 3. And the next day we touched 
[landed] at Sidon. —If they reached Sidon the 
day after they left Cesarea, the wind must have 
been favorable, as the distance between the two 
places is about 67 miles. [Sidon is mentioned 
in ch. xii. 20.—Ta.]. At the season of the year 
which had now arrived, ver. 9, westerly winds 
prevail in that part of the Mediterranean, 
and such a wind would be desirable for the 
ship, in view of the course in which it was pro¬ 
ceeding. The courteous treatment of Paul by 
the centurion may possibly have been originally 
due to certain instructions received from the 
procurator, although there can be no doubt that, 
at the same time, the personal character and con¬ 
duct of the apostle must have made a most favor¬ 
able impression on every unprejudiced and in¬ 
telligent mind. The vessel doubtless touched at 
8idon for the purposes of trade; during the de¬ 
lay, Paul was permitted to spend his time among 
the Christians of that city, accompanied, of course, 
by a guard. 

* Ver. 4, 5. When they sailed from Sidon, con¬ 
trary winds compelled them to sail under Cy¬ 
prus, that is, instead of sailing in the open sea, 
they tacked, and sailed on the lee side of the 
island. Interpreters had hitherto l$pen divided 
in their opinions respecting the side of the island 
along which the vessel proceeded. Some («. y., 
Falconer; J. F. v. Meyer [not the commentator, 
H. A. W. Meyer], etc.), understand the text as 
if the vessel had left Cyprus oh the right, and 
sailed along its southern coast; but Erasmus, 
Wetstein, Bengel, etc., suppose that they passed 


by Cyprus on the left, that is, north of it. The 
latter is, without doubt, the correct view [and 
accords with that of J. Smith.— Tr.] ; for we are 
informed in ver. 5, that they sailed through [the 
whole length of (Alf.)] the sea of Cilicia and 
Pamphylia (diairXeUravrei ); hence, they must 
have, at first, sailed between Syria and the east¬ 
ern coast of Cyprus, and then between the coast 
of Cilicia and Pamphylia, on the one hand, and 
the northern coast of Cyprus, on the other. (J. 
Smith). [“ Modern nautical investigation has 
brougnt to light that from Syria to the Archi¬ 
pelago, along the coast of Asia Minor, there is a 
constant current to the westward - - . By get¬ 
ting into this strong current they would be able 
to make some way westward, even in the face of 
an unfavorable wind.” (Alex.).— Tr.]. —Myra, 
where they landed, was, at that time, a flourish¬ 
ing seaport of Lycia, about twenty stadia [be¬ 
tween two and three miles] distant from the sea, 
according to Strabo, but was situated on a stream 
which was navigable to the city. 

Ver. 6-8. a. And there the centurion 
found a ship. —At Myra the centurion Julius 
transferred the soldiers who accompanied him, 
together with the prisoners, to a merchant- 
vessel which had arrived from Alexandria, and 
was on its way to Italy. The cargo consisted of 
wheat, according to ver. 38, Egypt at that time 
being one of the granaries of Italy. Grain was 
usually transported from that country to Italy 
in very large vessels; according to a statement 
of Lucian, they could not have been inferior in 
size to the largest merchant-vessels of modern 
times. [“Josephus states (Life, J 3) that the 
ship in which he was wrecked in his voyage to 
Italy, contained six hundred persons.” (Hack¬ 
ett).— Tr.]. —This ciroumstance explains the 
fact that not less than 276 persons (ver. 37) 
found room on board of this vessel. 

b. The travellers had at first proceeded from 
Cesarea to Myra, ver. 1-5; the second part of 
the voyage, from Myra to Crete, is next de¬ 
scribed, ver. 6-8. They now made unusually 
slow progress, as they encountered contrary 
winds; that it was not merely a calm which oc¬ 
casioned the delay, J. Smith infers from the 
word which implies an effort, a struggle 

with the wind; besides, the words fti) npocEuvroc 
tffiac row hvkfwv seem intended to explain fidfa c 
yev. /card ri/v Kvttiov. Cnidus, a peninsula be¬ 
tween Cos and Rhodes, was not too distant from 
Myra [180 miles], to have been reached in a 
single day, with favorable winds. The voyage 
from the vicinity of Cnidus to Italy, should, pro¬ 
perly, have been in a south-western direction, 
so that the travellers would pass along the north¬ 
ern coast of Crete. But as the wind continued to 
be contrary, they chose another course, namely, 
to the south-south-west, towards the eastern 
shore of Crete, the extreme point of which, to 
the east, is formed by the promonotory of Sal- 
mone The voyage was thence continued along 
the southern shore of the island, and the ship 
was constantly struggling with the wind and the 
waves (/^c) [occurring in ver. 7, and repeated 
in ver. 8.— Tr.], until it reached a place called 
Fair Havens, not far from the city of the name 
of Lasea. [Avr^v, ver. 8, refers to r. Kpfryp. 
(Meyer).— Tr.]. There is a bay on the south- 
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«rn shorn of Crete, which, as J. Smith has 
proved, still bears the name of Aipkvcq K aXoi, 
and in which a ship is sheltered from north-west 
winds. 

Vsr. 9-12. Paul admonished them. — 

[nAooc, in later Greek, occurred also as a geni¬ 
tive, instead of n?oi>, Winer, Or. j 8. 2. — Tb]. 
A crisis had now arrived in the affaiVs of the 
voyagers. The favorable season for sailing had 
passed by, for the time of the faat (vt/oreia) — 
that is, the fast of expiation—was already over, 
and they had accordingly reached a period 
which was subsequent to the autumnal equinox. 
[This fast of the day of atonement was observed 
on the tench day of the seventh month (Lev. xvi. 
29 ff.; xxiii. 26 if.), that is, of Tisri; this was 
the seventh month of the Jewish ecclesiastical 
or sacred year, but the first of the civil year. 
The fast occurred about the close of September, 
or the beginning of October, soon after which 
navigation was suspended in those waters. It 
is here mentioned simply to specify the season 
of the year, and is designated as the faat (rift 
r^y.), as it was the only annual, public and rigid 
fast, which Moses instituted. See Horne’s Introd. 
Part III. Ch. V. Sect. II. p. 182; Keil’s Bibl. 
Arch. § 69; Winer’s Rcalw. art. Fasten; Her- 
aog’s Real-Encyk. IV. 832.— Tr.]. Hence Paul 
warned the centurion and the owner of the ves¬ 
sel not to continue the voyage, and advised that 
they should winter in the harbor which they had 
succeeded in reaching, as any other course of ac¬ 
tion would expose the vessel to great danger.— 
The construction, in ver. 10, is loose: bn — 
piXhtiv toco. [The sentence begins with bn but 
closes with the infinitive and accusative (/.dhAetv 
hr. rbv it?mvv ), as if bn had not been used. 
Analogous cases occur in the best classic writers. 
(Winer: Or. g 44. 8. Anm. 2, and { 68. 2. c.)— 
Tw.].—Meyer and Ewald understand £ fiptf, in 
ver. 10, in a moral sense, viz., presumption; but 
then it would be necessary to take the word in the 

• same sense in ver. 21, where it is again combined 
with {ripta, but where, according to the context, 
H would be inappropriate in that sense (see the 
Exeq. note below on ver. 21-20). It must, ac¬ 
cordingly, be understood in the natural sense, 
according to the usual interpretation, as refer¬ 
ring to the evils occasioned by the violence of the 
storm. The language of Paul on this occasion 
expresses the results of bis own intelligent ob¬ 
servation ($cup€)) and reflection; afterwards, he 
speaks in consequence of a divine revelation 
which he had received, ver. 21 AT. The event 

• demonstrated that his fears had been well- 
founded, although all escaped with their lives. 
At the consultation which was held, the centu¬ 
rion attached more weight to the opinion of the 
steersman and the ship-owner than to the advice 
of Paul—and naturally, as the former were pro¬ 
fessionally and practically acquainted with such 
subjects. Besides, the reason which they as¬ 
signed for objecting to the plan of wintering in 
that spot, claimed consideration: the bay was 
not suited for that purpose; for the words 
hvet>&. — Trapaxcifi. in ver. 12, obviously state the 
grounds of their opposition to Paul’s advice. 
They agreed with him that the voyage to Italy 
could not at present be continued; but the ma¬ 
jority of those who had a voice in the matter (ol 


irXeiovs) decided in favor of selecting a more fa¬ 
vorable place for passing the winter, namely, a 
harbor on the south-western coast of Crete, 
named Phoenix, provided that they could reach 
it. Luke describes this harbor as lying toward 
A ty, Africus [the south-west wind], and 
[Coras, or Caucus, the north-west wind]. This 
language has usually been understood to mean 
that of the two sides of the harbor, the one ex¬ 
tended in the direction of the south-west, the 
other, in that of the north-west, [the irregular 
coast itself, in the interior of the hprbor, looking 
due west.—T r.]. J. Smith adopts the opposite 
view, p. 47 ff. [second ed. pp. 84-89], in order 
to sustain his opinion that, a harbor which is now 
known as Lutro [Loutro] is identically the same 
spot. In that case Kara. Alfia koI card Xwow 
would denote the direction m which these winds 
blew, that is, the north-east and the south-east. 
But such an interpretation does violence to the 
usus loquendi , and is adopted merely to sustain a 
certain hypothesis. See the Commentary of 
Hackett, of North America, 1858, p. 420 ff. 
Prof. Hackett, in his second edition (1863, p. 
21 f.), adheres to his original opinion, which 
agrees with that of Lechler, as given here; he 
is not willing to identify Phoenix with the mod¬ 
em Lutro, which, as J. Smith states: “ looks or 
is open to the cast." Alford agrees with J. 
Smith; Howson (Conyb. and H. II. 382) also 
adopts the conclusion at which Smith arrives, 
but admits that at least the philological argu¬ 
ments of the latter, are not conclusive.—T b.]. 

V sr. 18. And when the south wind 
blew softly. —The voyage from Crete to Malta, 
terminating with the shipwreck, is next de¬ 
scribed, ver. 18-44. A moderate south wind 
began to blow (£nwrv. is applied to a gentle 
breeze). It was supposed to be favorable for 
their purpose, inasmuch as at Cape Matala, not 
far from Fair Havens [four or five miles], the 
coast of Crete turns to the north-west, and for 
a voyage in that direction a south wind was pre¬ 
cisely the one which sailors would desire. 
Hence they weighed anchor ( alpecv was a com¬ 
mon term in nautical language, used in this 
sense, even without the addition of rdf dyxfpcf). 
—The word haoov was formerly believed to be 
the name of a city of Crete [see note 9 above, 
appended to the text.—T r.], and was connected 
with dpavref, as the place from which they sailed, 
or else as indicating the direction in which they 
proceeded. [Assos, in Mysia, Asia Minor, is 
mentioned in ch. xx. 14 .—Tr.J. It should, 
however be written with a small initial letter, as 
it is here the comparative of kyyb$ [of Ay** 
(Pftssow).—T r.], and signifies “nearer,” that 
is, nearer than was usual, or, quite near to the 
coast. 

Ver. 14, 16. But not long after.—TI£aAe, 
». e. y struck against [intransitively, fell upon, beat 
against , as frequently in classic writers, after the 
age of Homer. (Meyer).— Tr.].—K ar> at 
Luther supposed that these words referred tc 
icpo&koet* f, ver. 18 [“their purpose”], which, 
however, would be a forced construction; Meyer 
refers them to K pfynjv. But it is more natural, 
in accordance with the context, to assume that 
vav f is the subject, [Wir. Or. { 47. 6. k. note.— 
Tr.], although this word does not here actually 
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occur. [“Luke employs avryr, because the men- 
t&l antecedent is vavf, which actually occurs in 
Ter. 41, though his ordinary word is nTjoiov.” 
(Hackettj.—T r.].—T v$cjvik6c is derived from 
nxfiojv, a whirlwind, a hurricane.—E vpaMwv is 
compounded of Eurus and Aquilo , that is, north¬ 
east; this reading [see note 11 above, appended 
to the text.—T b.j is preferable to EvpoK?.v<5<jv. 
[The latter form, adopted by the Engl, version 
is, according to de Wette, derived from ebpoc, the 
south-east wind, and idvSwv, billow, wave. 
Other explanations have been furnished, but no 
one has met with general approbation. Howson 
remarks (Conyb. and H. II. 825 n. 7): “The 
addition of the words & KaMpevoc seems to us to 
show that it was a name popularly given by the 
sailors to the wind: and nothing is more natural 
than that St. Luke should use the word which he 
heard the seamen employ on the occasion.”— 
Tb..]. The term rwpavucds describes the violence 
of the wind, evpajcbXuv states its direction; for 
it was only a north-east wind which could have 
produced the effects that are subsequently de¬ 
scribed. The wind had veered around in an 
opposite direction.—’Avro^do Xpelv, i. e. t to look 
[the wind] in the face, to bear up against, to 
strive against. — ’Ett iddvrec, t. e. t rb ttAoZov. 
[“They were compelled to scud before the 
gale.” (Howson, l. e.).—T r.] 

Ver. 16, 17. a. And running underacer- 
tain island [But when we came near to a small 
island].—TTrorpe^wv is, as J. Smith remarks (p. 
61, Note [2d ed. p. 100, Note], the most appro¬ 
priate nautical term which could have here been 
employed. It states, first, that the ship had the 
wind behind it, and, secondly, that the wind was 
between the ship and the island, so that the for¬ 
mer went to the south-east of the island. Glauda 
(also called Claudus by Ptolemy), [“a small 
island about twenty miles from the south coast 
of Crete ” (Sir C. Penrose)— Tr.], now bears the 
name of Gozzo. Here they endeavored to hoist 
on board the boat with which the ship had been 
provided, so that, if the circumstances should 
render it necessary, they might make use of it; 
otherwise, the violence of the winds and the 
waves might tear it loose from the ship by which 
it had been towed, and it would then have been 
irretrievably lost. This work was performed 
with some difficulty [//<&*£, a third time, see ver. 
7 and 8]; Luke does not, however, explain 
wherein the difficulty consisted. [“After tow¬ 
ing so long, it must have been nearly filled with 
water.” (Conyb. and H. II. 837.)— Tr.]. It was, 
next, considered to be indispensably necessary, 
that the ship should be undergirded, in order 
to prevent it from foundering at sea. This work 
was accomplished by means of certain (Soffteiai ; 
such aids or helps consisted of cables, chains, 
etc., which were passed under the keel of the 
vessel, in order to bind the planks together as 
tightly as possible. In mechanics, the ancients 
understood by pofy&eiai, props or supports. [Un- 
dergirding, technically termed / rapping , consists 
in “passing cables or other large ropes under 
the keel and over the gunwales, and then draw¬ 
ing them tight by means of pullies and levers.” 
(Sir C. Penrose, quoted in Conyb. and H. II. 
836, note 6).— Tb.] 

b. And fearing lest, etc.—They were appre¬ 


hensive of being driven on the Syrtis, *. «., Syrtis 
Major , between Tripoli and Barca on the African 
coast, which, on account of the rocks found in 
it, is still regarded by navigators as a dangerous 
shallow (ktartoijoi, i. «., driven from the open sea 
against the land or rocks). The men had reason 
to entertain such fears, as the north-east wind 
was blowing at the time directly toward that quar¬ 
ter. T’ * other, Syrtis Minor t cannot be here 
meant, it lay too far to the west [near Car¬ 
thage]; they were, accordingly, in imminent 
danger of being driven upon the greater Syrtis. 
(There is, therefore, no reason to assume that 
2i )prtv is here an appsllative, in the general sense 
of sand-bank , particularly as the definite article 
is prefixed). [Nevertheless Lechler translates 
the word in the text above, ver. 17, “sand¬ 
banks.”— Tr.]. In order to avoid this danger, 
they lowered the tackling. [“ They lowered the 
gear. This is the most literal translation of the 
Greek expression.” (Conyb. and H. II. 887.)— 
il Strakesail (Engl, version) is regarded by the la¬ 
test nautical interpreters as not only incorrect 
but contradictory, denoting not a wise precaution 
against danger, but a reckless rushing into it.” 
(Alex.). — Tr.]. The expression rd anevos no 
doubt here means, in accordance with the con¬ 
text, the sails, which were furled, in order that 
the storm might not have too much power over 
the vessel ; in that case, the words oirroc tfcpovro 
mean that the latter was allowed to be driven 
without sails. But it is precisely this expres¬ 
sion which shows that, if the narrator had been 
practically acquainted with nautical affairs, he 
would, unquestionably, if he at all mentioned the 
subject, have been more definite and full in his 
statements. [“What precise change was made 
we are not able to determine, in our ignorance 
of the exact state of the ship’s gear at the mo¬ 
ment. It might mean that the mainsail was 
reefed and set. (Such is Mr. Smith’s view). Or 
it might mean that the great yard was lowered 
upon deck, and a small storm sail hoisted, etc.” 
(Conyb. etc. II. 887, 838).— Tb.]. J. Smith, who 
it is true, interprets here a priori , that is, ac¬ 
cording to the course which under the circum¬ 
stances, ought to have been adopted, rather than 
according to the direct sense of the words thenr* 
selves, speaks of the lowering of the gear, of the 
hoisting of the storm sail, and of tacking, p. 68 
ff. [Second ed. p. 108, 109].-^-These (ver. 18- 
17) were the events of the first day, after the 
vessel had left Fair Havens. 

Ver. 18, 19. And we being exceedingly 
tossed with a tempest. —In consequence of 
the violence of the storm, many things were, on 
the following day, thrown overboard; the arti¬ 
cles thus sacrificed for the purpose of lightening 
the ship, were probably the heavier and less va¬ 
luable parts of the cargo. But on the third day, 
they were compelled to proceed even further [as 
the leaks no doubt admitted an increasing quan¬ 
tity of water.— Tb.], and cast out even a part of 
the furniture of the ship, such as tables, chests, 
etc. And the passengers themselves were now 
required to lend their assistance (avrdxe^ptq). 
[Lechler, namely, prefers the reading whioh ex¬ 
hibits the verb kpfarty. in the first person. Bee 
note 18, above, appended to the text— Tb.] 

Vbb. 20. And when neither son nor 
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•tan in many days appeared. —[“The sun 
and stars were the only guides of the ancients 
when out of sight of land.” (Alf.).—Ta.]. The 
Toyagers were now exposed to the most severe 
trial; during eleven days they were in imminent 
danger of perishing; comp. ver. 27. As the 
violence of the storm did not abate, and heavy 
clouds obscured the sky both by day and by 
night, they abandoned all hope of escaping 
with their lives, especially as the vessel appears 
to have suffered serious damage. [The leaky 
state of the ship increased upon them. (J. Smith). 
—Tn.] 

Van. 21-26. Bnt after tpng abstinence.— 

This ir otej dairia, that is, the long-continued and 
rigid abstinence from regular meals, cannot have 
been occasioned by an actual want of provisions, 
as the ship’s cargo cpnsisted of wheat, which had 
not yet been oast overboard, ver. 88. It was, 
partly, the impossibility of properly cooking food, 
and, partly, the incessant labors which were 
performed, together with the mental distress oc¬ 
casioned by fear and despair, which had prevent¬ 
ed the voyagers from eating.— Paul stood forth 
. . and said. —During this period of danger and 
painful anxiety, Paul came forward (the precise 
time previously to the catastrophe mentioned be¬ 
low, is not stated), and spoke to the company in 
encouraging terms; he promised all, on the au¬ 
thority of a divine revelation which he had re¬ 
ceived, that they should escape with their lives. 
If he, nevertheless, begins by saying that the 
advice which he had previously given (ver. 10), 
should have been adopted, he is not influenced 
by an undue tenaciousness in adhering to his own 
opinion, but simply desires to demonstrate that 
he is justified in claiming the faith and confidence 
of his hearers, by reminding them that the re¬ 
sult had so far fully established the soundness 
of his advice. [M£v after Idei is not con¬ 
nected with tug. at the beginning of ver. 22; the 
clause expressing the contrast («. g., “ but such 
was not the case ”) is omitted. See Kurhnkr. 
Oram. $ 822. 6. c. Rem. 4. (Meyer).—Tn.1. He 
uses the word Kepdaiveiv in a sense in which it 
often occurs in later Greek, after the time of 
Aristotle; it indicates, in that case, a certain 
gain which consists, not, positively, in securing 
an advantage, but, negatively, in avoiding an in¬ 
jury or a loss against which precautions had 
been successfully ^adopted; and it. is precisely 
for this reason that b$ptg cannot here with any 
propriety be understood in a moral sense, which 
is the interpretation of Meyer and Ewald. [See 
the Exbq. note above on ver. 9-12 .—Tb.]. The 
construction of the clause in ver. 22, beginning 
with airoftoXq. is the following; ‘for there will 
be no loss of life in the case of any of you, un¬ 
less it be of the ship,’ that is, there will be a loss; 
the less precise is used instead of ntyv pdvov. 
[Win kb. Gr. j 67. 1. e.—T b.].— This night, 
ver. 28. that is, the preceding night, as Paul un¬ 
doubtedly made this address to the company in 
the day-time. Ov elpi, that is, ‘ whose property 
I am’; a different thought is conveyed by y Aa- 
Tpevcj [comp. Rom. i. 9], 4 to whom I offer wor¬ 
ship.’ The latter refers to acts of prayer on the 
part of Paul, which the people on board may, at 
times, have noticed. We can hardly suppose 
that the vision occurred in a dream (Ewald); it 


was doubtless granted at a time when Paul was 
awake. If the promise made in ch. xxiit 11, 
and which is here more fully explained in refer¬ 
ence to the per$on of the emperor, was to be ful¬ 
filled, it also included an assurance of the safety 
of the.life of Paul in the present danger. The 
words Ke^dpurrat etc. do not merely furnish a 
general promise that the follow-travellers of the 
apostle shall escape with their lives, but also 
state in particular that they will be saved from 
death for the sake of Paul, inasmuch as God as¬ 
sures Paul of their safety, as an act of grace to 
him. Paul had, without doubt, offered prayers 
(harpevu) not only in behalf of himself^ but also 
in behalf of all who were around him, and God 
had now accepted his intercessory petitions. 
Al, in ver. 26, implies that their lives would in¬ 
deed be spared, but that they would, nevertheless, 
experience much eviL The knowledge that they 
would be cast upon a certain island, appears to 
have been derived from the vision, but ‘Where?* 
and ‘When,’—were questions which Paul could 
not yet answer. 

Ver. 27, 28. But when the fourteenth 
night was come.—The days and nights con¬ 
tinue to be counted from the time when the ves¬ 
sel left the bay in Crete. The name of Adria 
was occasionally employed, it is true, in a re¬ 
stricted sense, even by the ancients, and desig¬ 
nated that which is now known as the Adriatic 
Sea, namely, the gulf on the north of the straits 
of Otranto (N. lat. 40°—45°). But the name 
also frequently embraced, as in the present case, 
in addition to the Adriatic, also the Ionian Sea, 
so that it was applied to the sea on the east of 
Lower Italy and Sicily, in which Malta is also 
found. [For the anecdote of Crnsar, see below, 
Hom. and Pr. ver. 27 .—Tb.]. The conjecture 
of the sailors that they were in the vicinity of 
land, is expressed by the word xnrtvdow, suspide- 
banl , as this circumstance would necessarily ex¬ 
pose them to a new danger. [“ The roar of 
breakers is a peculiar sound, which can be de¬ 
tected by a practised ear.” (Conyb. and H. IT. 
844 ).—Tr.]. The language ttpoqdyetv - - pap 
is adapted to an optical illusion (“according to 
which the vessel seems to stand still and the land 
to move,” (Alex).—T r.] ; the converse is found 
in the following: “terraqueurbesque recedunt.” 
[JEn. III. 72]- Luke does not state the grounds 
of the conjecture, but it was, no doubt, suggested 
by the increasing sound which proceeded fVom 
the surf. J. Smith refers, on p. 81 ff. [118,119], 
to a case whioh is, in a striking manner, similar 
to the one before us; it is that of the British 
frigate Lively, which was wrecked, Aug. 10. 1810, 
in the same region in which Paul is now found, 
not far from the point of Koura. He refers to 
the records of the Admiralty, and exhibits the 
remarkably analogous circumstances in the case 
of the English frigate, as given in evidence at 
the court-martial held on its officers. [“The 
mean rate of a drift of a ship circumstanced like 
that of Paul,” says J. Smith, “would be thirty- 
six and a half miles in twenty-four hours. - - 
Hence, according to the calculations, a ship 
starting late in the evening from Claude (476 
miles distant from the point of Koura), would, 
by midnight on the fourteenth, be less than three 
miles from the entranoe of St. Paul’s Bay.” See 
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the Ezso. note on ver. 89, below.—T r.].—I n or¬ 
der to learn whether there was reason £o enter¬ 
tain fear, the sailors sounded and found at first 
a depth of 20 fathoms (120 feet), and after pro¬ 
ceeding a little further, ascertained that the depth 
was only 16 fathoms (90 feet). [“ The ancient 
fathom and the modern coincide so nearly, that 
the nautical interpreters, in their calculations, 
treat them as identical.” (Alex.l.—T b.]. Such 
A rapid decrease of. the .deptn afforded just 
grounds for apprehending that they would be 
chrried on the rocks or reef (Tpax&s t6ttovc). 

Ver. 29. They cast four anohors out of 
the stern. —They had a twofold purpose in an¬ 
choring: first, to keep the ship from foundering 
on a reef, and, secondly, to wait for day-light, so 
that the vessel might strand at a point which 
would, with the greatest probability, afford means 
of escaping to land. Not less than four anchors 
were let down; for vessels in ancient times did 
not possess those colossal anchors which modern 
Tessels carry, and therefore took a larger num¬ 
ber of them on board. They acted with prudence 
in letting go the anchors at the stern, for if 
they had anchored by the bow [the head of the 
ship], the north-east wind, which still continued 
to blow, would have the more easily obtained 
control of the ship, and the wreck would have 
occurred under still more unfavorable circum¬ 
stances [“the vessel would have swung round 
and gone upon the rocks.” (Conyb. and H. II., 
346 ).—Tb.]. J. Smith has shown that these sea¬ 
men acted with much prudence, and exhibited 
great skill. Howson, an English writer, men¬ 
tions, that when Nelson appeared before Copen¬ 
hagen, April, 1801, he ordered that each ship [as 
she arrived nearly opposite her appointed sta¬ 
tion], should let go her anchors astern—that this 
procedure was of advantage to the fleet—and that 
Nelson stated, after the battle, that he had that 
morning been reading the twenty-seventh chapter 
of the Acts, which had suggested this measure 
to him. [Lechler refers to Conybeare and How- 
son’s Life , etc., of St. Paul , II., 846.—Tr.] 

Ver. 80. To flee out of the ship. —The 
sailors doubtless believed that the ship was in 
such a shattered state, that it would entirely go 
to pieces before the night was over; they may 
have, at the same time, apprehended that the 
character of the coast was so unfavorable, that 
when the ship would be finally wrecked, no hope 
of escape would remain. Hence they designed 
to flee out of the ship, by resorting to the 
boat, which had previously been secured on 
board, ver. 16,17. The ship itself, and the com¬ 
pany, they had cruelly intended to leave to their 
fate. They accordingly let down the boat into 
the sea, under the pretext that they proposed to 
cast anchors out of the foreship or prow. [“ Me^.- 
tovruv must be regarded as the genitive absolute, 
like the foregoing (rfiv 6k vavruv £ rjr.) y and irpo~ 
f&oet (comp. Thuc. V. 68. 1, and VI. 76. 1) is 
used adverbially (Bernhardy, p. 180), while, in 
the classic writers the accusative, irpdfaoiv is 
more usual, etc.” (Meyer).— Tr.] 

Ver. 81, 82. Except these abide in the 
ship. —[ “For the third time in this memorable 
voyage and tempest (see ver. 10, and 21), Paul 
the prisoner comes forward as the counsellor of 
those who seemed to have his life and liberty at 


their disposal.” (Alex.).—It may seem singular 
that Paul, even after the divine promise (ver. 
22-24), should regard the safety of the whole 
company as depending on the presence of the 
sailors. It must, however, be remembered that 
the efficacy of any divine interposition is not here 
represented as depending on human means and 
ends. But when God has prescribed a certain 
course of action, which men are to pursue, he 
requires that they should adopt that course, and 
employ the means appointed by Him, if they de¬ 
sire the aid of His omnipotence. (Calvin).— Tr»]. 
Paul defeated the plan of the faithless and treach¬ 
erous sailors by communicating it to the Roman 
military force. [“He penetrated the design of 
the former, and either from some divine intima¬ 
tion of the instruments which were to be provi¬ 
dentially employed for the safety of all on board, 
—or from an intuitive judgment, which showed 
him that those who would be thus left behind, 
the passengers and soldiers, would not be able to 
work the ship in any emergency that might arise, 
—he saw that, if the sailors accomplished their 
purpose, all hope of being saved would be gone. 
With his usual tact, he addressed not a word to 
the sailors, but spoke to the soldiers and his 
friend the centurion; and they, with military 
promptitude, held no discussion on the subject, 
but decided the question by immediate action.” 
(Conyb. and Howson, etc., II. 847 f.).— Tb.]. 
The soldiers were, as a matter of course, not ac¬ 
quainted with the art of navigation, and would 
have been left without any resource, if all the 
sailors had withdrawn. They therefore cut the 
ropes by which the boat was still attached to the 
ship, and abandoned it to the waves. 

Ver. 88-87. And while the day wa» 
coming on. —[But until it began to be day], 
'A xpi> *• e-t before it was day, and, accordingly, 
before they could begin to work and resort to the 
final measures which were to be adopted for 
saving their lives. As the strength of each in¬ 
dividual would be taxed to the utmost by the ef¬ 
fort to reach the shore, and as each one should 
be as fully as possible prepared to meet the emer¬ 
gency, Paul encouraged all, both by his words 
and his acts, to take a full meal. [“For the 
fourth time Paul the prisoner assumes, as it-were, 
the command of the vessel, or at least the direc¬ 
tion of the company, etc. - - The words ‘having 
taken nothing’ are not to be strictly understood, 
but as a natural and popular hyperbole, denoting 
the omission of all stated meals, etc.” (Alex.).— 
Tb.1. The apostle himself showed a good ex¬ 
ample, after having given thanks to God aloud 
in the presence of all. [“Paul does not here 
observe a love-feast (Olsh.), nor does he act as 
the head of a family (Meyer), but simply pro¬ 
ceeds as a devout Jew, who offers the prayer of 
thanks before he eats.” (De Wette).— Tr.] 

Ver. 88. And when they had eaten 
enough. —It was now time to adopt active mea¬ 
sures for their rescue. The first step which they 
took was that of lightening the ship by casting 
the wheat [rbv olrov] overboard. Meyer main¬ 
tains that this word designates the ship’s provi¬ 
sions; these could not, however, under any cir¬ 
cumstances, have been merely grain, but must 
have consisted of biscuit and other articles of food, 
and had, no doubt, been already so far reduoed iff 
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quantity that their weight could not attraot atten¬ 
tion in the present emergency. It was, namely, the 
main object of the voyagers to bring the vessel 
as near to the shore as possible, before it actually 
struck. [“The cargo of wheat was now pro¬ 
bably spoilt by the salt water. - - Besides this, 
it is probable that, the ship having been so long 
in one position, the wheat had shifted over to 
the port side, and prevented the vessel from keep¬ 
ing that upright position, which would be most 
advantageous when they came to steer her to¬ 
wards the shore.” - - “Sir C. Penrose says: ‘I 
doubt not that it was found, that, from the ship 
having been so long pressed down on one side, 
the cargo had shifted—towards the larboard side, 
etc.’” (Conyb. and Howson, II. 349, and note 
81.—Tb.]. The cargo, accordingly, consisted 
cniefly of grain, and this opinion is the more 
probable, as the ship had come from Alexandria, 
and was proceeding to Italy, while it is well 
known that grain was the principal article which 
was exported from Egypt. This view, vix., that 
6 airoc was the cargo of the ship, had already 
been entertained by Erasmus, Luther, Beza, etc., 
and has recently been sustained by James Smith, 
Hackett, and also Baumgarten. Haokett, the 
American commentator, has, in particular, here 
adduced a very ingenious remark of Blunt, 
namely, that various incidental notices in differ¬ 
ent parts of the chapter, when properly combined, 
throw light on this subject. Thus, we are told 
in ver. 6, that the ship belonged to Alexandria, 
and was on its way to Italy; we learn next, from 
ver. 10, where the “lading” is mentioned, that 
it was a merchant-vessel (although we do not 
yet receive any information respecting the nature 
of the freight, rd fopriov) ; at length we ascertain 
from ver. 88, that the lading consisted of wheat 
[“the very article which such vessels were ac¬ 
customed to carry from Egypt to Italy.” (Blunt, 
quoted by Prof. Hackett, 2d ed., p. 440).— Tr.]. 
The freight had very naturally been kept as long 
as it was possible to preserve it from injury. 

Vbr. 89. And when it wee day.—The sea¬ 
men did not recognise the land which had now 
become visible, although Malta was necessarily 
well known to Egyptian sailors. [For the identity 
of the island, see the Exao. note on oh. xxviii. 
1 .—Tr.]. It is, however, to be considered that 
they were at a part of the island whioh was re¬ 
mote from the harbor best known to them [“and 
which possesses no marked features by which it 
might be recognized.” (J. Smith).—T r.]. It 
has been proved, beyond all doubt, by J. Smith, 
that this shipwreck must have occurred on that 
■pot which the Maltese tradition has always de¬ 
signated as “ St. Paul’s Bay.” It is found on the 
north-east extremity of the island, and forms a 
tolerably deep incisure Into the land, between two 
beaches, of which the one to the south-east ter¬ 
minates with Koura point, while the one to the 
north-east ends at the small island of Salmonetta. 
The men observed that this bay [“creek,” Engl, 
version] had an htyia?^ [“shore,” Engl, ver¬ 
sion], that is, a flat beach, whereas the word 
iucHf [which does not occur in the N. T.] denotes 
a ooast which is considerably elevated above the 
margin of the sea. Hence Luke here uses the 
correct hydrographical term (J. Smith, p. 186, 
Viote [Engl. ed.]). The coasts of that bay con¬ 


sist of an unbroken chain of rocks, with the ex¬ 
ception of two points, each of which presents a 
flat beach. It was one of these which the seamen 
ohose, as suited for running the ship aground, 
if it were possible to do so (c£u&iv, tjiccrt nanem 
[t. e., ashore, out of (U) the sea (Rob. Lax.).— 
TrJ. 

Ver. 40. And when they had taken up 
the anchors. —[Therefore, cutting away the 
anchors.—“The verb is here more correctly ren¬ 
dered in the margin of the English Bible ‘cut 
the anchors.’ The same remark applies to the 
words following: ‘committed themselves unto 
the sea,’ which the margin properly explains as 
still referring to the anchors, etc.*” (Alex.). So, 
too, Meyer: “zlor refers to ajKvpac; the inter¬ 
pretation of the Vulg.: committebant se is arbi¬ 
trary;” also Alford (“they cut away all four an¬ 
chors”), and others.— Tr.]. In order to set the 
ship in motion, they let the anchors fall into the 
sea, as they had not time to draw them up, [and, 
besides, the anchors would have encumbered the 
water-logged ship with their additional weight. 
(Alford).— Tr.]. At the same time [a/ia] they 
unloosed the lashings with which the rudders 
had been secured. The vessels of the ancients 
were usually supplied with two rudders, one 
being plaoed on each side of the stern; they 
were, respectively, named the right and the left 
rudder. These had been hoisted up out of the 
water, and lashed to the ship [“no doubt—lest 
they should foul the anchore” (Conyb. and H. 
II. 880, n. 2) —Tr.1, but were now untied, in 
order that they might assist in propelling the 
ship in the desired direction. They, moreover, 
hoisted a sail ry irveoboy, iciL afyp, to the wind. 
The word apripuv does not occur in any other 
Greek writer; it is found only in Latin, in the 
form artemo [artemon], and has been very differ¬ 
ently explained. [The various sails to which 
different writers have supposed this name to be 
applicable, are specified by Meyer, and, espe¬ 
cially, de Weite, ad. loc. —Tr.]. According to 
J. Smith, the foreeaU is meant, that is, the one 
nearest to the forepart of the ship. After all 
these arrangements had been made, the sailors 
steered the ship towards the flat beach (nartixQ* 
cif r. aly .). 

Ver. 41. And fulling into a place, etc.— 
The plaoe where two mai met, r6woq 6idd- 
kaoooc, was a spot, on both sides of which the sea 
was found to flow. J. Smith supposes that the 
place was in the vicinity of the island of Salmo¬ 
netta, whioh is separated from Malta by a narrow 
channel, not more than 100 yards in breadth, so 
that there was here a current between the sea in 
the interior of St. Paul’s Bay, and the sea out¬ 
side. [The channel would thus appear to be “a 
place between two seas,” like the Bosphorus, to 
which Strabo applies the very word MdAaem of. 
The island of Salmonetta is so situated, that the 
sailors, looking from the deck when the vessel 
was at anchor, could not poesibly be aware that 
it was not a continuous part of the main land; 
whereas, while they were running her agrouBd, 
they oould not help observing the channel. 
(Conyb. and Howson, etc. IL 852 and n. 2).— 
Tr.]. Here the vessel suddenly struck, so that 
the forepart cut deeply into a bank of sand or 
day, while the hinder part was broken by the 
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surging of the sea. [J. Smith says: “ The rocks 
of Malta disintegrate into extremely minute par¬ 
ticles of sand and clay, which form a deposit 
of tenacious clay—and mud. - - A ship, there- 
fore, impelled by the force of the gale into a 
creek with a bottom such as has been described, 
would strike a bottom of mud into which the 
fore part would fix itself and be held fast, whilst 
the stern was exposed to the force of the waves.” 
—Tr.J 

Vsb. 42-44. And the soldiers' counsel 
was to kill the prisoners. —This design was 
formed in consequence of existing laws which 
imposed the most severe penalties on guards, 
who suffered prisoners for whom they were an¬ 
swerable, to escape; comp. ch. xii. 19 [and Exeg. 
note on ch. xvi. 25-28.1 The centurion, how¬ 
ever, frustrated the cruel design; he commanded, 
on the contrary, that, first of all, those persons 
on board who were able to swim, should at once 
seek the shore, in order to render any aid which 
might be necessary in the case of the others. 
[’A7ro/>/WVre£v is used intransitively, in the sense 
of *c projicere ; Winer: Or. { 88. 1. (Meyer).— 
Tr.]. The latter availed themselves, partly, of 
aavlSe f, «. e., planks and boards, which were in 
the ship, and, partly, of timbers which had en¬ 
tered into the construction of it, but had now 
been loosened or could be torn away. To these 
they attached themselves, and were thus carried 
ashore by the waves. [This is at least the fourth 
shipwreck which Paul experienced; the second 
Epistle to the Corinthians, in which three are 
mentioned (ch. xi. 25), had been previously writ¬ 
ten. (Meyer).— Tr.] 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. Paul exhibits such true dignity in every 
respect, during this voyage, that we can see re¬ 
vealed in him the glory of Christ, by whose 
grace he was what he was [1 Cor. xv. 10]. The 
divine-human Person of the Redeemer manifests 
itself in the apostle. Even as the eternal Son of 
Owl appropriated to himself, through his incar¬ 
nation, all that is human, with the single excep¬ 
tion of sin, insomuch that he nihil humani a se 
alienum putaret , and descended into the lowest 
depths of human sorrow, so, too, his apostle 
here faithfully follows in his footsteps. He not 
only shares in all the hardships, privations, and 
dangers of the voyage, which were, indeed, un¬ 
avoidable, but he does so with all his soul. He 
is as much concerned for the welfare of his fel¬ 
low-travellers, for the safety of the ship, and 
even for that of the freight, as if no higher ob¬ 
ject occupied his mind. He so carefblly observes 
all that occurs, (like his friend Luke, who was 
thus enabled to furnish us with this precise and 
faithful account), and revolves all in his mind 
with so muoh soberness and intelligence, that he 
is competent to give the soundest and most ap¬ 
propriate advice (ver. 10 and 21); and, shortly 
before the catastrophe occurred, his prudent 
warnings (ver. 81) and seasonable exhortations, 
combined with his own example, materially con¬ 
tributed to the rescue of all on board. And thus 
his sympathy, his presence of mind* his calm re¬ 
flection, and resolute spirit, not only olaim our 
regard on their own account, bat precisely in 


the case of a ohild of God, constitute the evi¬ 
dence of genuine human virtue and excellence. 
—But Paul is, on the other hand, in this peculiar 
situation, obviously far more than a mere model 
of human prudence and ability—he is, besides, 
one of the servants and the redeemed of the God- 
Man. Indeed, be unreservedly confesses that he 
belongs to God, when the angelic appearance 
(ver. 23) enables him to foretell the escape of 
all, precisely at the time when their circumstances 
seemed to be most desperate. And this promise 
whioh, in truth, was fulfilled, he repeats on 
every appropriate occasion. The most striking 
fact, however, in the whole narrative, is found 
in the statement that God promises to save the 
lives of all on board for the apostle’s sake (*£?d- 
piaral ooi , ver. 24), and then fulfils His promise. 
They all owed their lives to Paul, or, rather, to 
the grace of God in Christ, which he enjoyed in 
so large a measure. 

2. The concluding remark of the narrator 
(‘And it came to pass - - - safe to land*, ver. 44), 
although expressed in simple and unpretending 
terms, possesses a deep significance. It not only 
constitutes a graphic conclusion of the narrative 
of the voyage from Cesarea to Malta, viewed as 
a whole, but it also directs attention to ver. 21 ff. 
particularly ver. 22, 24, 25. Luke connects the 
happy issue with the assured hope previously 
expressed by Paul, on the authority of a divine 
revelation, at the very time when the lives of all 
were in the most imminent danger. Hence this 
concluding remark is, as it were, that link in the 
chain, which connects the fulfilment with the 
promise itself, demonstrating that this promise 
had been actually and completely fulfilled. This 
simple concluding remark thus enables us to re¬ 
cognize the invisible in the visible—the eternal 
counsel of God in the ultimate result—the secret 
in that whioh is revealed—grace, in nature. 


HOMILETrCAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vbr. 1.- And when it wai determined 
that we should sail into Italy, etc.—The 
path in which believers walk, often seems indeed 
to be determined by accident, or by the caprioe 
or will of men; nevertheless, it will always be 
found to be, in reality, in strict accordance with 
the promises of God. (Rieger).—Why has God 
caused this detailed account of the external cir¬ 
cumstances connected with the voyage, to be in¬ 
troduced into the volume of his revelations? I. 
To teach us that even the strangest and most pain- 
fill paths of believers are ordered and closely 
watched by God, and to show that times, places, 
associates, the weather and the elements, are 
controlled by the Lord, and work together for 
good to them that believe. II. To warn us, 
showing that even when the oircumstances in 
whioh we are placed, are at first painful and em¬ 
barrassing, we should not rashly conclude that 
they are not ordered by God; when we are 
tempted to yield to a natural feeling of anxiety, 
we should not despond, but overcome our diffi¬ 
culties by faith. III. The Holy Ghost depicts in 
this section the character of a servant of Christ, 
who, even when he is involved in the greatest 
dangers, or is among the wildest and rudest peo- 
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pie, or is placed in the most trying circumstances, 
nevertheless remains faithftil to himself and to 
his Lord, “as chastened, and not killed; as sor¬ 
rowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making 
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possess¬ 
ing all things.” 2 Cor. vi. 9, 10. (Ap. Past.).— 
The land and the sea are fall of the Spirit of the 
Lord; why should He not, therefore, have moved 
upon the face of these waters, too, and upon this 
shipwreck? The miracles wrought in nature, 
and those displayed in the kingdom of grace, 
constitute one system. The compass continual¬ 
ly points in this voyage to the work of God. 
(Starke). 

Vek. 2. Aristarchus - - - being with ns. 
—God can always alleviate our trials, as m the 
case of Paul’s captivity, when another true friend 
and companion was associated with the faithful 
Luke. (8tarke).—Aristarchus voluntarily offered 
himself as a companion of the suffering apostle. 
This fraternal act of taking up the cross, was so 
recious in the sight of the Spirit of God, that 
e caused it to be recorded for our benefit as an 
example. (Ap. Past.). 

Via. 8. Julius courteously entreated 
Paul, and gave him Uberty to go unto his 
friends.— God, who comforts the lowly, not only 
provides his servant with a companion who is a 
believer (Aristarchus), but also inclines the heart 
of a man of the world (Julius) to treat him 
kindly. (Rieger). 

Veil 4. We sailed under Cyprus.—How 

deeply Paul must now, at the close of his mis¬ 
sionary course, have been affected by the sight 
of this island, on which he had gathered the 
first-fruits of his harvest! Chap. xiii. 4. (Willi- 
gcr). 

Vim. 5. Sailed over the sea, etc.—Even 
when the route is circuitous, and the winds are 
unfavorable, God conducts his servants to the 
desired port. 

Via. 7. And when we had sailed slowly 
many days.— As a vessel does not always meet 
with a favorable wind, and continue its voyage 
with celerity, so the Christian, in his journey 
through life, is often required to wait . 

Vkr. 8. Nigh whereunto was the city 
of Lasea.— Unimportant towns that are men¬ 
tioned in this narrative, and that would other¬ 
wise have been forgotten, acquire an interest in 
our eyes, because Paul, the elect of the Lord, 
was in the ship. He passed by many spots, some 
of which were known, others unknown, to him; 
he may have, in spirit, visited every one of them, 
however insignificant any might be, and have 
saluted and blessed it “in the name of the Lord.” 
(Williger). 

Via. 9, 10. Now when much time was 
spent - - - Paul admonished them, and 
said, etc. — God often imparts enlightened eyes 
and prudent counsels to his people, even in tem¬ 
poral matters, and it is well with them when 
they adopt the appointed course. (8tarke).—Let 
it not be said that the servants of God can render 
no services in temporal affairs. Such is not, it 
is true, their principal aim, and yet “godliness 
is profitable unto all things.” [1 Tim. iv. 8]. 
The devout Joseph was employed by God as his 
instrument in preserving all Egypt and Canaan, 
during the famine, by his wise oounseL But 


when the advice of a servant of the Lord is re¬ 
jected, he does not obstinately insist on it, but 
submits the result to God. (Ap. Past.).—Paul, 
who entertained such holy sentiments, was at 
first watchful, and then anxious to guard against 
bodily danger and temporal losses; and he 
teaches us, precisely by such a course, that the 
Christian will not rashly venture his life, and 
does not subject temporal goods to waste, but 
remembers that his body and soul, with all that 
he possesses in this life, are gifts of God. 
(Rieger). 

Van. 11. Nevertheless, the centurion 
believed the master, etc. — It is very possible 
that the sailors may have, after their mann er, 
indulged in boasting language, and have ridi¬ 
culed the fears of the “gloomy” PauL (Willi¬ 
ger).—In the matter of giving or receiving advice, 
the first point which claims consideration is, not 
the character or position of the counsellor, but 
the soundness or unsoundness of the advice which 
he gives. Persons of very ordinary intelligence 
have sometimes, in such oases, been wiser tl»*» 
the most learned and prudent. 2 Kings v. 8. 
(Starke). 

Vkr. 12. And because the haven was 
not oommodious, etc.—It is a bad rule, that 
votes must be counted and not weighed. For 
sometimes the worst men are those who consti¬ 
tute the majority. 1 Kings xxii. 12,18. (Starke). 
—It often occurs that when men are not satisfied 
with their condition, and attempt to improve it, 
they expose themselves by their course to still 
greater evils and misfortunes, (id.). 

Van. 18. And when the sonth wind 
blew softly, supposing that they had ob¬ 
tained their purpose.— The sailors no doubt 
triumphantly exclaimed: ‘Seest thou how well 
it goes with us? What knowledge of naviga¬ 
tion do these teachers of religion possess ? They 
ought not to interfere in such matters.’ (Starke). 

Ves. 14. But not long after there aroee 
a tempestuous wind.—“ Boast not thyself of 
to-morrow;” think not that, because the wind is 
now favorable, it will continue to prevail; “for 
thou knowest not what a day may bring forth;” 
the gentle south wind may be followed by a tem¬ 
pest. Prov. xxvii. 1. (8tarke). 

Via. 16. And when the ship was oanght 
[carried along], and could not bear up 
into [against] the wind. —Alas! How often 
the believing soul, like this ship, is unable to 
bear up against the winds and storms of tempta¬ 
tion. It wonld sink, if Jesus were not a covert 
from the tempest. Isai. xxxii. 2. (Starke).— 
During this memorable voyage, Paul became a 
seaman to the seamen [1 Cor. ix. 20], in accord¬ 
ance with that love whioh, at all times, and in 
all things, accommodates itself to the circum¬ 
stances. The centurion Julius was now able to 
report to Festus that Paul’s “much learning” 
[ch. xxvi. 24] had not made him mad. (Besser). 

Via. 18, 19. We - - - lightened the ship 
- - - oast out - - - the tackling of the 
ship.— When our lives are in danger, we ap 
often compelled to sacrifice objects which we 
highly value, and would gladly retain. Bat who 
would listen to us, if we should propose such a 
course for the sake of securing everlasting life! 
(Rieger). s 
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Ver. 20. And when neither sun nor 
stars in many days appeared. —As here iu 
the natural world, so in men’s spiritual affairs, 
temptations sometimes prevent them for many 
days from seeing the light of grace; then they 
experience all that Luther describes in one of 
his hymns: “When reason seeks our faith to 
shake, etc.” (Starke).—And yet one star con¬ 
tinued to shine for Paul, the light of which no 
storm could obscure—it was the promise of the 
LfOrd: “Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast 
testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear 
witness also at Rome.” Ch. xxiii. 11. (Besser). 

Vbr. 21. Sirs, ye should have hearkened, 
etc.—When the advice of wise and devout men 
has been rejected, and evil results have thence 
followed, they do not lose time by exhibiting 
undue sensitiveness and by uttering reproaches, 
hut proceed to five advice, if advice does not 
come too late, and offer their assistance, if it is 
still of avail. 

Vbr. 22. And now I exhort you - - - 

ship.—The servants of God do not enjoy the 
privilege of being exempted from the evils with 
which the world is, in the providence of God, 
often visited; they are compelled to suffer in 
company with others. But they do enjoy the 
privilege of being effectually protected amid all 
the evils of the world, and they are never put to 
shame. Even when the waves are madly raging, 
and when they threaten to ingulf lofty moun¬ 
tains—when all others begin to despair, and be¬ 
lieve that they are lost, the servants of God are 
able to lift up their heads with joy: for they 
know that there is an almighty and faithful Lord 
on high, who will never forsake them. (Ap. 
Past.).—Although Paul was an apostle, and was 
endowed with miraculous powers, we do not find 
that he availed himself of the gift of prophecy, 
until he had received a direct command of God 
to do so. He had perceived the dangers which 
threatened the vessel, and had, in company with 
the seamen, resorted to all the ordinary means 
of safety; he was, at the same time, unobtru¬ 
sive, and may, like others, have entertained se¬ 
rious fears, ver. 24. He made no unusual pre¬ 
tensions, but waited for the help of the Lord. 
But after the Lord had appeared to him and 
promised that he and all who were on board, 
should escape with their lives, he spoke pro¬ 
phetically, on the authority of God, and the re¬ 
sult confirmed the truth of his words. The ser¬ 
vant of Jesus will follow this example, and re¬ 
frain from uttering any predictions which pro¬ 
ceed from his own will or an excited imagination. 
Our guide is the Gospel, and our duty requires 
us to exhort and beseech in Christ’s stead. If. 
God should at any time direct us to make a cora- 
mtinication to others, he will know how to ac¬ 
credit us. (Ap. Past.). 

Vbr. 28. The angel of God, whose I am, 
and whom I serve. —Happy is he who can, 
with sincerity and joy of heart, repeat Paul’s 
confession of faith: “God, whose I am, and whom 
I serve,” and who, amid all the scenes which 
may be presented on the troubled ocean of this 
world, can continue to pray: “0 God, I am 
thine; I serve thee; be thou my Preserver.” 
(Rieger). 

Vbr. 24. Fear not,—thou must be brought 


before Cesar. —It hence appears that Paul en¬ 
tertained anxiety not for his life itself, but for 
the great object of his life. It is indeed the 
chief concern of faithful servants of God, that 
His holy purposes should not be frustrated in 
their case.— God hath given thee all them 
that sail, with thee. —Thus it appears that 
Paul had prayed that the lives of all who were 
on board, might be spared. For the sake of 
righteous men, benefits are conferred even on the 
ungodly. For Lot’s sake, Sodom was spared as 
long as he remained in it. Understand this great 
truth, ye ungodly and arrogant children of the 
world! Ye owe it to such obscure lights—to 
simple Christians whom ye behold with scorn— 
to the despised prisoner Paul—that ye can sup¬ 
ply your tables with food, breathe the air, and 
see the light of the sun. (Starke).—We are, as it 
were, also in a ship on the stormy and dangerous 
ocean of this world, in company with the souls 
intrusted to our care. Let us, then, earnestly 
strive, with continued prayer and personal ef¬ 
forts, to carry them with us, as a precious gift 
of God, so that neither we nor they may make 
shipwreck concerning faith [1 Tim. i. 19], and 
finally perish; then, even if the ship of life is 
broken in pieces, we can, with them, enter the 
secure haven of eternal life. (Ap. Past.) 

Ver. 26. Howbeit we must be cast upon 
a certain island. —Lord, reveal thou to us those 
islands of safety in the troubled ocean of this 
world, where we may temporarily repose, until 
we complete our last voyage, and, while we 
gaze at eternity, which is rapidly approaching, 
are able to exclaim: Land! Land! “Wherever 
we lie at thy feet, we are in a safe haven; the 
route by which we reach it, we submit to thy 
wisdom; if we can at last enter thy eternal king¬ 
dom, we have no other care.” (Williger). 

Vbr. 27. But when the fourteenth night 
was come. —0 how many nights of anxiety like 
this, have been passed, not only by those who 
are at sea, but also by others who cry unto the 
Lord from the depths of affliction, and wait for 
his help, from one morning watch to another! 
(Rieger).— As we were driven up and 
down in Adria. —It was on the same stormy 
Adriatic Sea that the great Caesar cried to the 
trembling pilot: “Steer boldly; thou earnest 
Caesar and his fortune.” [“Mr. Humphry com¬ 
pares and contrasts the speech of Caesar to the 
pilot under similar circumstances: r6Xfia koI 
6i6i0i firflb, dXXd imStdov ry rv%y rd Inrla koI 
di%ov rd m>evpa y ttvcovti mareUjv, bn K aioapa 
ftpeit kgu rijv Kaioapoc Ti’XVV- Plut. de For tun, 
Rom., p. 618.” (Alford).—T r.]. Paul could have, 
in loftier terms, said to the pilot: “Fear not; 
thou carriest Christ and his salvation!” 

Vbr. 29. They cast four anchors out - - 
and wished for the day. —The spiritual an¬ 
chor of Christians—faith, combined with a living 
hope—is sent upwards, not downwards, Heb. vi. 
19. (Starke).—At night we wish for the day, 
whereas we may have already undervalued many 
of our past days; Eccl. xi. 7. (id.). 

Vbr. 30. And as the shipmen were about 
to flee out of the ship. —Behold the fidelity 
of the world in the time of need! Those preach¬ 
ers, moreover, may be compared to the timid 
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jmd fugitive shipmen before us, who fall away in 
the time of need, and desert the ship of the 
Church that had been committed to them, John 
ix. 13. (Starke). 

Ver. 81. Paul said—Except these abide, 

etc.—Paul had a heart that was full of faith and 
of love to man, and by these main-springs all his 
actions were regulated. He had imbibed the 
power of the divine promises; he was, conse¬ 
quently, undaunted and full of courage, and could 
comfort and sustain his companions. God had 
given him all them that were sailing with him; 
hence his zeal was watchful, so that not one 
should perish; he impressively warned them not 
to leave the ship; afterwards, he encouraged 
them to partake of food, and then urged them to 
save themselves by swimming. In short, he pro¬ 
vided in every respect for the preservation of 
their lives. Thence we learn in what manner a 
teacher may, by his faith, experience and gen¬ 
uine love, become a blessing to others, particu¬ 
larly in seasons of distress and danger. (Ap. 
Past.) 

Ver. 82. Then the soldiers oat off the 
ropes, etc.—It was a strong faith which per¬ 
formed that act; for thus the last bridge was 
broken down that connected the land with the 
ship, which none now hoped to save. When the 
centurion directed that the boat should be cut 
loose and abandoned to the waves, he entered in 
the life-boat of Paul’s word, which was firmly 
held by the faithfulness of the almighty God. 
Let it be also thy .work to cut off the ropes of 
every boat in which thou puttest thy trust be¬ 
sides God; then will thy dark night pass away 
before the morning light, and thou shalt behold 
the glorious help of God. (Besser). 

Vir. 34. There shall not a hair fall from 
the head, etc.—Such are the wonders which 
God performs! A prisoner in chains may be a 
prophet, and a saviour of those who had bound 
him, Gen. xli. 12-14. (Starke).—When we are 
exposed to great danger, let us remember the 
omnipresence and gracious Providence of God, 
and consider that all the hairs of our head are 
numbered, Luke xii. 7; xxi. 18. (id.). 

Ver. 3d. He took bread, and gave thanks 
to Gtod. —When Paul thus prayed before the 
meal, he was the salt of good savour [Mt. v. 13] 
for the whole company. (Rieger).—-This early 
meal in the tempest-tost ship, after Paul had 
given thanks, is the true counterpart to the peace¬ 
ful slumber of the Lord Jesus on a pillow in the 
hinder part of the ship into which the waves 
were beating, Mark iv. 37, 88. (Besser).—The 
whole of Ps. xlvi. may be applied to the present 
case; it was truly a meal of which heroes par¬ 
took. (Lindhammer). 

Ver. 36 v Then were they all of good I 
cheer. —The word of God inspires men with 
true courage, and “ a word fitly spoken is like 
apples of gold in pictures [Germ. vers. Schalm , 
t. f., dishes] of silver.” Prov. xxv. 11. There¬ 
fore, “let your light so shine, etc.” Matth. v. 16. 
(Starke). 

Ver. 88. Cast out the wheat into the sea. 

—Behold, 0 Christian, how these men cast away 
this food for the body, in order to preserve the 
remnant of their bodily life. Wilt thou not sac¬ 


rifice temporal things, in order to obtain eternal 
life?—‘What shall it profit a man, etc.?* Mark 
viii. 86. (Starke). 

Ver. 39. And when it was day.— After 
the darkness, light re-appears; the night passes 
away, and the sun rises; our troubles will at 
length come to an end. God is nearest to us in 
our greatest distress. (Starke). They knew 
not the land. —A striking counterpart to the 
present situation may be found in the church 
hymn for mariners, written by Chytrmus [one of 
Melanchthon’s students, and subsequently an em¬ 
inent divine; died in 1600 .—Tr.]:—“T he land 
is near, Well known to all. Towards which we 
steer the ship, etc.” (Besser). 

Ver. 42. And the soldiers' counsel was 
to kill the prisoners. —The soldiers were ac¬ 
countable, in case any prisoner should escape, 
and hence their apprehensions suggested this 
cruel thought. Thus men may^e led by an un¬ 
due zeal to entertain false views of their official 
duty, and may entirely forget that they are, be¬ 
sides, bound by duties which they owe to others. 
(Rieger). 

Ver. 43. Bat the oentaiion, willing to 
save Paul. —At this late period, when Paul had 
escaped so many dangers, he would have lost his 
life, if God had not touched the heart of this pa¬ 
gan centurion, and inclined him to show kindness 
and gratitude to the man whom he had learned 
to revere and love. (Besser). 

On the whole chapter. — The good counsel of 
a man of God should not be despised, even m tempo¬ 
ral affairs: I. Paul’s counsel, ver. 10; II. The 
objections to it, ver. 11; III. The consequences 
of rejecting it, ver. 18 ff. (from Lisoo.).— Tke 
dangerous voyage of Paul to Rome , an image of 
many a voyage of the bark of Christ: I. The con¬ 
flict of the vessel with the winds and the waves, 
ver. 14, 16; II. The exertions of the shipmen; 
they undergird the ship and lighten it, ver. 16- 
19; III. Their apparently hopeless condition, 
ver. 20; IV. The wonderful rescue—the exhor¬ 
tation of Paol, and the help of God, ver. 33 ff. 
(From Lisco.).— PauTs example of Christian self- 
possession in the midst of danger: I. He frustrates 
the dangerous projects of the timid, ver. 27-32; 
II. He encourages those who despond, ver. 33-38. 
(Lisco.).— The voyage of life, (id.).— Paul in tke 
storm , a noble example: I. Of manly calmness; 
his wise counsel, ver. 10; his presence of mind, 
ver. 81. II. Of Christian peace of mind; his 
kind admonition, ver. 21; his unshaken trust in 
God, ver. 26; III. Of the apostolic unction of the 
Spirit; his prophetic statement, ver. 24; his 
priestly love-feast, ver. 86. —Paul in Adria (ver. 
27), and Christ on the lake of. Qennesartt (Mark 
iv. 86 ffA or, The eminent servant of the Lord of 
all: I. The suspicious calm which preceded the 
storm; Christ asleep; Paul a prisoner; II. The 
majesty revealed during the storm; Christ re¬ 
proves the disciples, who bad little faith; Paul 
cheers the desponding people on board; III. The 
wonderful escape from the danger of death; 
Christ rebukes the winds and the waves; Paul 
brings his shipwrecked companions safely to 
land.— Paul , the apostle , on the stormy sea, or, A 
greater than Jonas is here [Mt. xii. 41]: I. Jonas 
flees from the Lord—Paul journeys, in the ser¬ 
vice of his Master, to the great city of the pa- 
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gans; II. Jonas brings the wrath of God upon 
his fellow-voyagers—Paul comforts and saves his 
travelling companions: IIL Jonas is rescued 
from the jaws of death—Paul brings 276 persons 
safely to land; IV. Jonas proceeds to Nineveh, 
and preaches repentanoe—Paul proceeds to 
Rome, and proclaims the Gospel with the sacri¬ 
fice of his life .—Paul on his journey to Rome, a 
glorious illustration of the truth that the strength of 
the Lord is made perfect in the weakness of his ser¬ 
vants [2 Cor. xii. 9]: I. He departs as a prisoner, 
and, nevertheless, is a free man in Christ, free 
from fear, and alive in the Spirit, while those 
who sail with him, paralysed by fear, look for¬ 
ward with terror to the danger whioh is at hand; 

II. As one ignorant of the sea, among experi¬ 
enced seamen, and yet he, gives them die wisest 
counsel in external matters; HI. As a man wor¬ 
thy of no regard, he is over-looked by the world¬ 
ly-minded, but in the hour of trial he cheers and 
sustains all who surround him; IV. As a ship¬ 
wrecked man, he is cast ashore; nevertheless he 
carries with him the Gospel, to which Rome and 
the whole world were to be made subject .—Paul 
m the storm, or, “If God be for us , who can be 
against ust” [Rom. viii. 31}: I. Not the winds 
and the waves, with all their violence, for they 
are controlled by the Almighty; II. Not men, 
with all their plans and devices, for the Lord 
says: 4 Take counsel together, and it shall come 
to nought’ [Isai. viii. 10]; III. Not our own 
heart, with all its doubts and fears, for the com¬ 
forting words are heard from above: “Fear 
not”, ver. 24 .—The Christian's comfort and means 
of safety during the stormy voyage of life: I. Pru¬ 
dence and foresight, as all temporal things are 
uncertain, ver. 9, 10; II. Fraternal union and 
fidelity in the hour of danger, ver. 21, 24, 80; 

III. Firmness and resolution in sacrificing tem¬ 
poral things, ver. 18,19, 88; IV. Confidence and 
trust in God, amid the storms of temptation, ver. 
22-25; V. Grateful use of the means of graoe, 
ver. 84-36; VI. Hopeful contemplation of the 
heavenly land of rest, ver. 44 .—The ship of the 
Chureh of Christ , on the stormy ocean of the world: 

I. Its dangers; (a) contrary winds, ver. 4, 14; 
(6) unwise pilots, ver. 11, 12; (c) superfluous 
goods, ver. 18, 19; (d) contending parties, ver. 


80, 42; (e) hidden rocks, ver. 29, 41. H. Its 
means of safety; (a) the testimony of devout 
teachers, ver. 9, 21; (6) the instructions of the 
divine word, ver. 23 ff.; (c) the consolations of 
the holy Sacraments, ver. 85; (d) the blessing of 
believing prayers, ver. 86: (e) the saving hand 
of the almighty God, ver. 24, 34, 44.— 44 Though 
the floods compass us about [Jonah ii. 8; Ps. 
42: 7], thou, O Lord, abidest with thy people”, 
ver. 89-44: I. Amid the billows of outward life; 

II. In the storms of inward temptations; III. In 
the conflicts of the Christian Church. —The con¬ 
soling words addressed by the Lord to his servant, 
when his life is in danger , ver. 28-25: 1. He at¬ 
tests the faithful obedience of his servants: 
“there stood by me, etc.” ver. 23; IL He re¬ 
news the promise of divine guidance: 44 Fear 
not, Paul: thou must stand, etc.” ver. 24; III. 
He bestows on Paul all those on whom that apos¬ 
tle looks with love: 44 God hath given thee, eto.” 
ver. 24.— The thoughts and intents of the heart , dis¬ 
closed amid storms , or when death is near: then 
may be perceived, I. The utter helplessness of 
the man of the world—his want of counsel, cou¬ 
rage, love, ver. 22, 30, 83, 42. II. The true 
greatness of the Christian—his trust in God, his 
presence of mind, his love, ver. 21-25; 81-85. 

III. The glory of the Lord—his awful majesty, 
his righteous judgments, his compassionate grace, 
ver. 20, 24, 25, 86, 44. —The sea , always an exalted 
scene of the holy acts of God: I. Of his creative 
power, since the days of creation; 44 the Spirit 
of God moved upon the face of the waters.” [Gen. 
i. 2.]; II. Of his impartial justice, since the days 
of the deluge; III. Of his saving grace, since the 
time of Noah’s deliverance, and of Israel’s pas¬ 
sage through the Red Sea. —[The shipwreck of 8U 
Paul , described Acts , ch. xxvii. I. The facts con¬ 
nected with it; (a) the purposes of the voyage; 
(6) the unfavorable circumstances under which 
the ship sailed; (c) the catastrophe. II. The 
conduct of Paul, after the commencement of the 
voyage; (a) his prudence; (6) love; (c) faith. 
(See the foregoing sketches). III. The lessons 
which it teaches; (a) as to the mysterious wavs 
of Divine Providence; (6) as to the trials of the 
servants of God; (c) as to the sovereignty of 
God.—T*.] 


B.—BXPBBIBHCBS ABO ACTS OT THB APOSTLB AT MALTA. 


CHAPTBB XXVIII. 1-10. 


1 And when they [we] were escaped [ashore], then they [we 1 ] knew [ascertained] 

2 that the island was [is, xaXeTrai] called Melita [Malta]. *And the barbarous people 
[the strangers, fiapfiapot] shewed ns no little kindness: for they kindled* a fire, and 
received ns every one [ns all, rofyra?], because of the present rain [of the rain which 

3 had set in], and because of the cold. *And [But] when Paul had gathered a* bundle 
of sticks, and laid them on the fire [on the pile of wood], there came a viper out of 

4 [there came forth a viper because of, d*d, 4 ] the heat, and fastened on his hand. *And 
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[But] when the barbarians [the strangers] saw the venomous beast [the beast, {h}pfoi\ 
hung [hanging] on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a 
murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance [retribution] suffered* 

5 not to live. ♦And he [But he, 6 jjl&v o£v] shook off the beast [threw the beast off 

6 from himself, dxortv. 6 ] into the fire, and felt [suffered, exafev] no harm. ♦Howbeit 
[But, <te] they looked when he should have [they expected that he would become] 
swollen, or fallen [or would fall] down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a 
great while [as they, however, waited long], and saw no harm come to [saw that 
nothing amiss befell] him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god. 

7 In the same quarters [But in the neighborhood of that place] were possessions of 
the chief man of the island, whose name was Publius [the first man of the island, 
named Publius, possessed an estate]; who received us, and lodged us three days conr- 

8 teously. ♦And [But] it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever 
and of a bloody flux [a dysentery 4 ]; to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid 

9 his hands on him, and healed him. ♦So [Now, o£y] when this was done, others also, 
which had diseases in the island, [done, the others (of Xotx.) also, on the island, who 

10 had diseases,] came, and were healed: ♦Who also honored us with many [showed us 
manifold] honours; and when we departed [we again put out to sea], they laded 
[supplied] us with such things as were necessary 7 . 


1 Ver. 1. iwtyvmmr [of text, rec.l is better attested Ms. by A. B. 0. God. Sin4 Vnlg. (cognoxrimue)] than trty rwr o 
[which is found in C (second correction-margin). G. H.—The first person is adopted by Loch., Tisch., Born., and Alf., the 
third, by GHesb., Knapp, Hahn, Theile, eto. The third person was perhaps substituted, as*Meyer and Alford conjecture, 
in order to suit ch. xxvii. 3®.—T».] 

* Ver. 2. aeaf arret [of text, rec.] is found, it is true, only In two manuscripts [G. H. most minnscnles, etc.], while in 
the majority [of the uncials, A. B. C. Ood. Sin., and some minnscnles] the simple form, a^rarrry, is exhibited; however, the 
proportion ava was probably only dropped jby transcribers.—Lach. Born, and Alf. omit the preposition. Meyer Is in¬ 
clined to regard it as original, and supposes that the final letter of the preceding wur, was the cause of the omission of 
It.—T r.) 

* Ver. 3. a. [n is inserted before wXrf&oe by Lach., Tisch., and Alf., In accordance with A. B. Ca Vnlg. (aUqvaniam); it 
is omitted In text rec. and by Griesb. and Knapp, etc. on the authority of G. H.—Tisch. introduces it in the printed edition 
of Cod. Sin. in smaller type, and remarks: “« neaclo an prima man a suppletam dicam.”—To.] 

4 Ver. 3. b. (« [after «'x^ea, of text, rec.] is found only in minnscnles [and church lathers,«. g., Chrys^ TheotL, Oecum.]: 
all the uncial manuscripts [A. B. C. G. H.. with many minuscules] exhibit £«-<£. [This is now found also in Cod. Sim, and 

Is the reading which Lach., Tisch., Born., and Alf. adopt.-In the same Terse, lor «£«A0ov<ra, of text, rec^ with B (e sfl). 

C. and Cod. Sin., the form 6if£cA0oi/<ra is substituted by Lacb., Tisch., Born., and Alf., on the authority of A. G. H-; tbs 
latter compound is not elsewhere found In the New Test., and as an unusual and more expressive form (&to, 44 the serpent 
glided out through the sticks.” Alford), is regarded also by de Wettc and Meyer as the original reading.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 6. [Instead of iwarivatf, of text, rec., with B (e nil), and also Cod. Sin. which Lach. and Alf. adopt, Srbolx and 
Tisch. read awortraldjto’of, on the authority of A. G. 1L, minnscnles, and fathers. u The middle Is a correction to suit eh. 
xiii. 61; ch. xviil. 10.” (de Wstte).—Tm.] 

* Ver. 8. [Instead of the form Svterrepix, as in text, rec., and many minnscnles, Lach., Tisch., and Alf. adopt ferev* 
repltf, which is exhibited by A. B. G. H., ana also Ood. 8in.—The neuter form belongs to the later Greek. (Meyer).—Ta.] 

» Ver. 10. [Instead of the singular, of text, rec., with G. H., the plural form, t«t xpetot is adopted by Lach.,' Tlsch- 
and Alf., on the authority of A. B.: it is also found in Cod. Sin.—“Ths plural is a correction, as the wants were supposed 
to be many, and also in order to suit ch. xx. 34.” (de Wette, with whom Meyer concurs: “ the plural is a gloss.)—T jl] 


EXEGETIOAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 1. And when.they [we] were es¬ 
caped [ashore].—’E ntyvuficv [see note 1 above, 
appended to the text. We ascertained]. They 
probably learned the name by inquiring of the 
inhabitants, many of whom were doubtless 
drawn to the spot by the wreck of the ship. 
The name of the island was Mclitc. At a former 
period, Malta was not believed by every inter¬ 
preter, without exception, to be the island in 
question; there were some who supposed that 
an island, now called Meleda, in the northern 
part of the Adriatic Sea, off the coast of Dal¬ 
matia, and not far from Ragusa, was meant. 
This opinion was advocated, after the example 
of a Byzantine writer, Constantine Porphyro- 
genitus, at first by a Venetian, named Giorgi, 
and subsequently by de Rhoer of Holland, 
several Englishmen, especially Bryant, and also 
Paulus. The first argument which was advanced 
in favor of this opinion, proceeded from an er¬ 
roneous interpretation of the name Adria, in 
ch. xxvii. 27. But it can no longer be doubted that 
Malta, on the south of Sicily, must be meant, 


especially when the following circumstances are 
duly considered:—first, that Malta lies in the 
track of a vessel driven by a north-east wind 
from Crete; secondly, that the Alexandrian ship 
on which Paul was afterwards placed [ch. xxviii. 
11], would naturally winter at Malta, and not at 
Meleda; thirdly, that the voyage to [Rhegium, 
ch. xxviii. 18, and] Puteoli, does not suit a ship 
sailing from Meleda, but is far more intelligible, 
if the ship proceeded from Malta; see Hackett 
[Comm, on th* Acts, new ed. 1868, p. 446.— 
For a full discussion of the whole subject, and a 
detailed examination and refutation of the ar¬ 
guments of the emperor Const. Porphyr.; Gior¬ 
gi, the Benedictine, of Ragusa; Bryant, Cole¬ 
ridge, etc., see Conyb. and H., IL p. 851-357.— 
Tr.]. The island of Malta lies in the Mediter¬ 
ranean, about 60 miles south from Cape Passaro, 
the southern point of Sieily, and about 200 miles 
from the ooast of Africa. [“It is 17 miles in 
length, 9 miles in its greatest breadth, and 60 
miles in circumference.” (Hackett).—Tn.]. 

Ver. 2. And the bar barons people [the 
strangers]. Luke terms the islanders fteppapoi, 
in reference to their language, as they spoke 
neither Greek nor Latin. [“Bdpfiapoc ,—« Aar- 
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barian, ». *., pr. simply a foreigner, one who does 
not understand or speak the language of a par¬ 
ticular people, etc.” Rob. Lex . N. T. —Comp. 
Rom. i. 14; 1 Cor. xiv. 11; Col. iii. 11.— Tb.]. 
That the term is not intended to indicate moral 
rudeness [*. as to character and disposition], 
or a want of culture, may be distinctly seen in 
ver. 2, especially in the words: ov ryv rv*. 
$i?xiv&(XJ7riav .—In reference to the language, 
these islanders were of Phoenician descent, and 
their mother-tongue was, without doubt, a Punic 
dialect. 

Ybr. 3-6. {There came a viper out of the 
heat.— The serpent designating the fe¬ 

male, ixic the male [but see Passow on the latter 
word.— Tb.]) was, without doubt, a species of 
adder or viper. When the temperature falls 
considerably below the mean temperature of the 
region which they inhabit, these reptiles become 
torpid. This serpent was probably in such a 
state, but was roused and irritated by the heat, 
and hence darted at the hand of Paul. Luke 
does not, it is true, say in express terms that it 
had bitten the apostle, and hence some interpret¬ 
ers assume that such was, accordingly, not the 
case, and that it had merely twined itself around 
his hand. The narrative, however, seems to 
assume or imply that he had actually been bitten, 
for it introduces the following facts: KaVifte 
Xeipbc, ver. 3 (it attached itself to, fastened on, 
his hand) —KpepApevov kic r. ver. 4 (it was 
seen hanging on bis hand [holding fast to' the 
wound by its mouth (Meyer)])—and, the island¬ 
ers expected that he would swell, or fall down 
dead, ver. 6; besides, their opinion was sus¬ 
tained by their knowledge, derived from expe¬ 
rience, that the bite of this viper caused death. 
If, nevertheless, the apostle did not suffer the 
least ipjury, we must believe that the result was 
due to the divine protection granted to him, in 
accordance with the promise of Jesus, Mark xvi. 
18.—No venomous adders are at present found in 
any part of the island of Malta, and the modern 
Maltese believe that since the time when Paul 
threw into the fire the one which had bitten him, 
the whole race has lost its poison. The general 
fact is, indeed, well known, that in other regions 
also, in the same proportion in which the woods 
are cleared, and the cultivation of the soil ex¬ 
tends, poisonous reptiles disappear. For exam¬ 
ple, the viper was gradually expelled from the 
Isle of Arran, on the west coast of Scotland, in 
proportion to the increase of the population 
(James Smith). But it would be difficult to find 
elsewhere a surface or soil of equal extent, which 
is so skilfully prepared by the hand of man, and 
is in suoh a high state of cultivation, as the 

modern Malta. [No doubt - murderer. 

“ It was a rash judgment formed when they saw 
his chains.” (Bengel).—“He was perhaps still 
fastened to a soldier.” (Alex.). Comp. ch. xii. 
6; xxiv. 23; xxvii. 8; xxviii. 16.—'H due?; 
“ Vengeance, literally, juetice, either as an act or 
an attribute of God (compare 2 These, i. 9; ! 
Jude 7). There is no need of supposing a 
personification, or a reference to the Nemesis, 
or goddess of retributive justice, represented by 
the Greek mythology as the daughter and I 
avenger of the supreme Deity.” (Alex.).~TiL} | 


Vkr. 7-10. Publius, the Roman, is introduced 
as 6 irpQTos nfr vfoov, ver. 7. This description 
cannot be intended to indicate any precedence in 
rank, on account of birth and wealth; for if the 
writer had intended to state such a fact, it would 
not have been Publius, but his father (who was 
still living, ver. 8), who would have been repre¬ 
sented as the first or chief man of the island. 
Hence the expression, must necessarily be in¬ 
tended to specify the rank and authority of a 
ruler or magistrate. Publius was, without doubt, 
the.Roman commander, that is, the legate of the 
prator of Sicily, to whose province Malta be¬ 
longed. There is not a single passage known in 
any ancient writer, in which this designation is 
found, and from which Luke might possibly have 
borrowed it. But, on the other hand, two in¬ 
scriptions have since been discovered in Malta, 
the one in Greek, the other in Latin (the latter, in 
the year 1747, at the foot of a pillar in Citta Vec- 
chia), which contain the same honorary title, and 
from which it may be inferred that the latter was 
an established and official title, vii., irpvros Mr/U- 
raiuv — prineeps; thus the propriety of the title 
which Luke gives to this man, and which is other¬ 
wise unusual, is confirmed.—It is not distinctly 
stated whom this man of rank received so hospi¬ 
tably. The word j )pei$ y which occurs in ver. 7, 
is no doubt the term by which the narrative 
usually designates the entire company of tra¬ 
vellers, and it is chiefly for this reason, as well 
as on account of the shortness of the time (only 
three days, ver. 7, whereas the abode on the 
island extended to three months, ver. 11) that 
Baumgarten concludes that Publius entertained 
all the 276 persons, (ch. xxvii. 87). But the word 
tipclg in ver. 10, must obviously be restricted to 
Paul and his personal friends, inasmuch as the 
remark that they were “honored with many 
honors” by the islanders, becomes intelligible 
only when it is referred to them, and not to the 
whole number of 276persons; thus, too, %pelc, in 
ver. 7, will not be properly understood unless it 
is interpreted as also referring only to the former 
(Meyer). Besides, when Luke does mean the 
whole number, as in ver. 2, he expressly saysr 
ir&vref J/fiei?, and it may reasonably be supposed 
that the same word (ir&vres) would have occurred 
in ver. 7, if all were meant; indeed, the reception 
and entertainment of 276 persons at a farm in the 
country, would be for more astonishing than the 
gathering of the same number of persons around 
a fire in the open air. It is, therefore, more pro¬ 
bable that Publius hospitably entertained for 
several days none but Paul, Aristarchus and 
Luke, and, perhaps, also the centurion Julius.— 
With regaitl to the sickness of the father of 
Publius, the remark which others have made, 
may be here adduced, viz., that no writer of the 
New Testament employs technical terms in re¬ 
ference to diseases, with such precision as Luke, 
who is, indeed, represented as having been a 
physician [“Luke, the belqved physician.” CoL 
iv. 14.— E. y., Trvperolc ; “Hippocrates also usee 
the plural. It probably indicates the recurrence 
of fever fits.” (Alford).— Tb.]. It was formerly 
asserted that a dry climate like that of Malta, 
would not generate dysentery and Inflammation 
of the bowels; but physicians resident in that 
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island have recently furnished the testimony that 
these diseases are by no means uncommon there 
at the present day. (Hackett [New edition, 1868, 
p. 450— Til]) 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. God offered a twofold testimony in favor of 
his servant Paul—first, by preventing the veno¬ 
mous serpent from injuring him personally—and, 
secondly, by enabling him to aid and heal others. 
The honors which were, in return, paid to him 
and his associates, were virtually paid to his 
Lord. 

2. There is a certain amount of moral and re¬ 
ligious truth, which resides in the soul of every 
human being. That there is a Aiktj or Nemesis, 
s. a moral government of the world, from 
which the criminal cannot esoape, is ineffaceably 
engraved on the conscience.—But, on the other 
hand, the truth is also most sadly distorted in the 
natural man. The islanders at first regard Paul 
as a murderer, because one misfortune after the 
other befalls him; afterwards, they deify him, 
because the bite of a serpent does not harm him. 
[“The change in this case was the opposite of 
that undergone by the idolaters at Lystra, who 
first tried to worship Paul, and then to kill him, 
or at least consented to his being stoned, ch. xiv. 
11,18, 19. (Alex.).—T r.]. The further man de¬ 
parts from the truth, the more easily he falls 
into extremes. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Yer. 1. And when they [we] were 
escaped, etc.—The ship is lost, but Paul and 
his companions are saved; empires and kingdoms 
may perish, but the Christian Church continues 
to float, and is wonderfully preserved. (Starke). 

Ver. 2. And the barbarous people [the 
strangers] shewed tur no little kindness.— 
We often receive the greatest favors from those, 
from whom we had least of all expected them. 
(Starke).—Sympathy, compassion, and kindness, 
are such precious virtues, that when they are 
practised even by pagans and barbarians, they 
are noticed and commended by the Spirit of God; 
especially when, in addition, as,in the present 
case, the Lord had, in his gracious providence, 
provided an alleviation of the distress of his ex¬ 
hausted children and servants. If God does not 
fail to reward him who famishes them with a 
cup of cold water only (Mt x. 42], how greatly 
should we, who are Christians, and to whom the 
kindness and love of God [Tit. iii. 4] have ap¬ 
peared, excel all heathens in the practice of 
these virtues! (Ap. Past.).—These strangers can 
teach Christians who live on the coast, how they 
should imitate the Good Samaritan. (Besser). 

Yer. 8. A viper — fastened on his hand. 
—When the Lord designed to introduce his 
apostle to these strangers, He previously per¬ 
mitted an evil to befall him, which Paul overcame 
by faith; thereby he made an impression on the 
hearts of all who surrounded him. Our afflic¬ 
tions are thus intended, like a bell, to attraot to 
ps the eyes and attention of men; the faith which 


we exhibit under such circumstances, or the vic¬ 
tory which we gain by the grace of Christ, is de¬ 
signed to induce others to imitate us. (Ap. Past.). 
—The serpent hanging on the hand of Paul, was 
a beautiful bracelet—a badge of honor. (Lind- 
hammer).—0 how many benevolent Christian 
hands are wounded by the bites of serpents I 
Nevertheless, God designs in this manner to 
manifest his glory in them; for Christians can¬ 
not be poisoned. (Besser). 

Yer. 4. This man is a murderer, whom, 
etc.—Even heathens are taught by the light of 
nature that God is unchangeable in his justice. 
(Starke).—Although the truth respecting retri¬ 
bution remains inscribed on the conscience of 
men, they repeatedly fail to apply it judiciously. 
(Rieger). 

Yer. 5. And he shook off the beast into 
the fire. —God often exemplifies in his servants 
that Christ has recovered for ns also the domin¬ 
ion over the beasts, which had been lost; Gen. i. 
26, 28; ix. 2; 1 Sam. xvii. 84, 85. (8tarke).—0 
that we could deal with sin, that old serpent 
[Rev. xii. 9], whieh, with God’s permission, so 
often fastens even on believers, as Paul here deals 
with the viper! (id.).—Then was fulfilled the 
promise of the Lord: “ I give you power to tread 
on serpents, etc.” Luke x. 19; Mark xvi. 18. 
No poisonous serpents are at present found in the 
island of Malta; and, according to the tradition 
of the knights of Malta, vipers and adders which 
are brought to the island, lose their poison. We, 
too, hope to reach an island at the end of our 
voyage, where no viper will inflict a wound (Isai. 
xi. 8); until that period arrives, let us exercise 
our power as Christians, and hurl the venomous 
beast, sin, into the fire, to which it belongs.— 
Paul knew that he would be conducted to Rome 
as a witness of Him who bruised the head of the 
serpent [Gen. iii. 16], and, by faith, he deprived 
the serpent of its venom; Hebr. xi. 88. (Besser). 

Yer. 6. They changed their minds, and 
■aid that he was a god. —The multitude ob¬ 
serves no reasonable bounds; it either exalts an 
individual to heaven, or thrusts him down to 
hell; oh. xiv. 12,18. (Starke).—Truly, the apos¬ 
tle received honor, and was subjected to dishonor 
[2 Cor. vi. 8]; at one moment, he is regarded as 
a murderer; at another, he is called a god. But 
it is remarkable that the passage before us does 
not indicate that in either case the slightest emo¬ 
tion was produced in Paul. Such a frame of 
mind it is our duty to strive to acquire, so that 
neither the honors which the world may offer, 
nor the dishonor to which it may subject us, can 
disturb our internal repose. (Ap. Past.). 

Yer. 8. The father of Fubllufi lay eick 

- - - whom Paul - - healed. —The kindness 
which men show to the beloved children and 
faithful servants of God, is always rewarded, 
temporarily and spiritually; Matth. x. 42. — 
(Starke). 

Yer. 9. When this was done, others also 

- - came, and were healed. —It is a serious 
matter that no mention is here made of any com¬ 
munication of the special blessings of the Gos¬ 
pel, during Paul’s abode on the island, or of any 
offer of salvation in Christ We merely read 
that many came in order to regain their bodily 
health, although favorable opportunities were 
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Afforded, when they might, and, indeed, should, 
hare inquired after the way of salvation. (Rie¬ 
ger).—Men are willing to employ means for re¬ 
covering their^ bodily health, but are often too 
slothful to seek a remedy for the disease of their 
souls. (Starke).—A willing servant of the Lord 
is not only ready to speak, but he also observes 
silence, when the occasion requires it. As to 
every thing else, so there is also a season or 
time to the Gospel [Eccl. iii. 1]. (Williger). 

On the whole section, ver. 1-10.— The fool¬ 
ish judgment of the world: I. Foolish, when it 
judges uncharitably, ver. 4; II. Foolish, when 
it judges favorably, ver. 6; therefore, III. Let 
it be thy object to fulfil thy duty and to do good, 
without being disturbed by the judgment of the 
world, ver. 7-10. (Lisco).— The virtue of hospi¬ 
tality; I. It is esteemed and practised even by 
pagans; II. It is still more becoming and blessed, 
when it is practised by Christians, (id.).— The 
baseness of superstition: I. It is combined with 
all manner of uncharitableness, ver. 1-4; LI. It 
promotes all manner of idolatrous practices, ver. 
6, 6. (id.).— Thai the Christian every where finds a 
home: I. He experiences the love of God every 
where; II. He finds loving hearts every where; 
III. He has an opportunity for manifesting love 
every where, (id.).— The people of Melita , a strik¬ 
ing image of the heathen world: I. In their need 
of redemption; (a) gloomy superstition, ver. 4, 


6; (6) manifold misery, ver. 8, 9; II. In their 
capability of redemption; (a) kind hospitality, 
ver. 2; (b) indistinct consciousness of God, ver. 
4. (c) lively susceptibleness for impressions made 
by divine things, ver. 6; (d) earnest desire for 
help, ver. 9. (e) childlike gratitude for benefits 
received, ver. 10.— Paul , and the viper, or, The 
servant of Ood, viewed as a conqueror of serpents: 
in the power of his Lord (Mark xvi. 18), he casts 
from him, I. The poisonous viper of slander, 
ver. 8, 4; II. The deceitful adder of flattery, 
ver. 6; III. The dangerous serpents of worldly 
anxieties and cares, ver. 8, 9; IV. The old ser¬ 
pent of sin (here applying ver. 4, (< a murder¬ 
er.”).— Paul's arrival at Melita , a fulfilment of 
the aivine promise: * Re shall give his angels charge 
over thee , to keep thee in all thy ways ,’ Ps. xci. 11? 
I. The angel of the Lord draws him out of the 
waves of Die sea; II. Protects him from the poi¬ 
son of serpents; III. Wins for him the hearts 
of barbarous people; IV. Blesses the healing 
acts of his hands.— Paul the traveller , at Melita: 
his travels exhibit, I. The lights and shadows of 
the heathen world; II. The sorrows and joys of 
the apostolic office; III. The wonderful and gra¬ 
cious ways of the Lord.— “By evil report and 
good report ,” 2 Cor. vi. 8: such is the result, in 
consequence of, I. The way of the world; IL 
The avocation of the Christian; III. The will of 
the Lord. 


C.— CONCLUSION or THE JOUBNKY PROM MALTA TO &OXS. 

Chapter XXVIII. 11-16. 

11 And [But] after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had 
wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux [isle, having the naval 

12 sign of the Dioscuri]. *And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there three days 1 . 

13 *And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to [we came around, and arrived 
at] Rhegium; and after one day the south wind blew, and [as a south wind sprang 

14 up,] we came the next [on the second, tieorepaXoi] day to Puteoli: ♦Where [There] 
we found brethren, and were desired to tarry with them* seven days: and so we went 

15 toward [and thus (ourwq) we came to] Rome. *And from thence, when the brethren 
heard of us, they came 8 to meet us as far as Appii Forum, and the Three Taverns 
[and Tres Tabernae]; whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage 
[gained confidence]. 

1 Ver. 12. [Instead of the accusative plnr. of text, ree., Loch, reads ijfiipatf rpuriv, on the authority of B. Other edi¬ 
tors generally adhere to the reading of the text ree., which also God. Sin. sustains.—Ta.] 

* Ver. 14. [Instead or iw’ avrots of text, ree., with G. II., Lech., Tiscb. and Born, read wafr evr., with A. B., and also 
Cod. Sin. AIL, who retains the former reading, regards the latter as a M correction to the more usual expression.”—Tx.J 

* Ver. 15. [Instead of «£>}A0or of text rtc^ with Q. H., Lach. and Tisch. read $A0or. Alf. retains the compound. A 
exhibits {ASor; B. and also Cod. Sin. read ^ASor; for the latter form see Winer, $ 13.1.a.—Ta.] 

comber and January at Malta, they oould not 
have continued the voyage until the month of 
February, A.D. 62. The ship in which they now 
embarked, also # belonged to Alexandria [comp, 
ch. xxvii. 6], and exhibited the sign of the Dios¬ 
curi, that is, a painted or carved representation 
of Castor and Pollux, at the prow; these hero- 


BXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 11. And after three months. —If the 
travellers commenced the voyage after the au¬ 
tumnal equinox (ch. xxvii. 9), and if, accord¬ 
ingly, they spent the months of November, De- 
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twins were regarded by Greek and Roman sail¬ 
ors as their tutelar deities. The ship’s sign is 
designated by the term nap&oiipov. The word, 
however, appears to be an adjective, equivalent 
to: Dioscurorum ejfigiebus insignita. Meyer’s ob¬ 
jection to this view, namely, that the adjective 
napdarf/io^ is always used in an unfavorable sense 
\e. g. y notorious, exhibiting a spurious mark or 
impress, etc.—Tn.], is unfounded; for in the 
later Greek writers, e. g., Plutarch, irapdoi?po$ 
often occurs in a good sense, equivalent to in- 
tigntSy conspicuus. 

Ver. 12-14. The voyage was continued until 
Syracuse was reached; this city was situated on 
the south-east coast of Sicily, about eighty miles 
distant from Malta in a north-easterly direction. 
The next point was Rhegium, in southern Italy, 
opposite to the north-eastern angle of Sicily; the 
vessel at length reached Puteoli, the modern 
Pozzuoli, about seven miles west of Naples. It 
had, without doubt, been detained three days 
at Syracuse for commercial purposes.—The mean¬ 
ing of irepu?jftrtv is doubtful. The word can in 
no case be understood as stating that the vessel 
had sailed entirely around Sicily (de Wette); it 
may, with greater probability mean that, on ac¬ 
count of unfavorable winds, the vessel had re¬ 
peatedly been compelled for short distances to 
take a circuitous route. [Mr. Howson remarks 
in a note (Conyb. and H. Vol. II., p. 858): “Mr. 
Smith’s view that nepu/Movre^ means simply 
* beating’ is more likely to be correct than that' 
of Mr. Lewin, who supposes that ‘as the wind 
was westerly, and they were under shelter of the 
high mountainous range of Etna on their left, 
they were obliged to stand out to sea in order to 
fill their sails, and so come to Rhegium by a cir¬ 
cuitous sweep.’ ”—Tb.]. The rapid passage from 
Reggio [the modern name of Rhegium] to Poz- 
zuoli—a distance of 182 miles—in less than two 
days may be explained by the circumstance that 
a favorable wind (the south wind, ver. 18) at¬ 
tended the vessel. The port of Puteoli was, 
during the centuries which immediately preceded 
and followed the birth of Christ, the most im¬ 
portant of all those found on the coast of Lower 
Italy, and was especially frequented by vessels 
from the East. Those that brought grain from 
Egypt, generally discharged their cargoes at that 
port. Travellers from Syria also usually disem¬ 
barked at the same point, and thence proceeded 
to Rome by land; see Josephus, Antiq . xvii. 12. 
1, xviii. 7. 2, where, however, Josephus employs 
the Greek name Dikmarchia [Anca/apjaa]. 

Ver. 15. And so we went toward [thus 
we came to] Rome, that is, without delaying in 
any spot, after leaving Putebli. This remark is 
made proleptically; the supplementary verse (ver. 
15) adds that, on the road, Paul had been met 
and saluted by Christians who came from Rome. 
This occurred both at Appii Forum, and at 
Tree Tabernse. The former was a small town, 
about forty-three Roman miles from the city, on 
the Via Appta, which led from Rome to Capua, 
ana which was named after Appius Claudius 
Caecus, who had constructed it; the town was 
situated on the northern border of the Pontine 
Marshes. [“Cicero mentions both in the letters 
to Attious, II. 11: ‘Ab Appii Foro hora quarts: 
dederam aliam paullo ante Tribus Tabernis.’ 


(All).—T b..]. Tree Tabernse was a place of en¬ 
tertainment for travellers, about ten miles nearer 
to Rome than Appii Forum. As Paul had tarried 
seven days in Puteoli, the Christians of this place 
no doubt at an early period communicated the in¬ 
telligence of his arrival to those at Rome, so that 
it was possible for some of the latter to go for¬ 
ward and meet him at a distance of thirty Roman 
miles from the city, and for others to proceed 
even forty miles, in order to welcome him. 
[Took courage ; d&paog. “ Both encouragement 
as to his own arrivaly as a prisoner, in the vast 
metropolis,—in seeing such affection, to which 
he was of all men most sensible; and encourage¬ 
ment as to his great work so long contemplated, 
and now about to commence in Rome,—in seeing 
so promising a beginning for him to build on.” 
(All)— Tb.] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

It was a result of the unity and relationship 
of men in Jesus Christ, who, although personally 
unacquainted, are nevertheless well known and 
closely allied to each other, that this meeting 
(ver. 14) filled the heart of Paul with joy, and 
bo greatly increased his courage, ver. 15; comp. 
Rom. i. 12. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Ver. 11. A ship - - whose sign was Cas¬ 
tor and Pollux fthe Dioscuri].—The Dioscuri 
[i. e.y Castor and Pollux, in heathen mythology, 
the sons of Jupiter and Leda.— Tr.] were re¬ 
garded as the protectors of seafaring men; but 
the banner under which Paul really sailed, was 
the banner of the cross of Jesus Christ, on which 
the words are written: “By this sign thou shalt 
conquer” [an allusion to the vision which, as 
Eusebius relates (Vita Constant. I. 27 f.), the em¬ 
peror Constantine saw at mid-day, viz., a cross 
in the sky, exhibiting in brilliant letters the in¬ 
scription: roOrtf) vUa. —Tb.].— Castor and Pollux 
are nothing, 1 Cor. viii. 4, but all the ships that 
sail are the Lord’s, and those who sail in them 
with thanksgiving, suffer no harm from any 
idolatrous banner. Herein those who succeed 
the apostle of the Gentiles find consolation, when 
they set forth with the banner of the cross, but 
sail in vessels that bear as their banner the 
golden calf of “Money-making.” (Besser). 

Ver. 18. And from thence - - - to Rhe¬ 
gium. —The narrative before ns states that the 
apostle visited many places, but does not add 
that a special blessing attended these visits. He 
was & prisoner, could not choose his own course, 
humbly submitted to the Lord, and waited for 
his instructions. Nevertheless, the divine pro¬ 
mise was fulfilled: “When this cometh to pass, 
(lo, it will come,) then shall they know that a 
prophet hath been among them.” Ezek. xxxiii. 
88. This was the case with Melita; and the 
other places also, which are here mentioned, 
afterwards received the Gospel. We have, there¬ 
fore, no reason to despond, if the divine blessing 
does not immediately become visible in every 
spot in which the Lor4 employs us. Let us sub- 
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mit the result of our labors to Him; for although 
the seed may be buried for a season, the fruit 
will in due time appear. Many a servant of 
Jesus descends into the grave, and the seed 
which he had sown by his preaching, his tears, 
and his sufferings, begins.to come forth and 
flourish only afte r his departure. (Ap. Past.). 

Vbb. 14. Where we found brethren.— 
The people of God are every where, although 
they may be concealed from public view. Let 
no one say: “I only am left.” 1 Kings xix. 14- 
18. (Starke).—Christians are spiritual brethren, 
whom the same Father begat with the word of 
truth [Jam. i. 18] ; they have the same brother— 
Christ [Heb. ii. 11], and they look for the same 
inheritance, Rom. viii. 16. Hence we should all 
regard each other with brotherly love.—(id.).— 
The hearts of Luke and Paul were filled with 
joy, when they found brethren at Puteoli. The 
honors which were paid to them at Melita were 
of little account, but when they met with chil¬ 
dren of God, they deemed that they had found a 
rich treasure. It is a sure sign that our hearts 
possess the true power of faith, when we love 
the brethren, desire communion with them, and 
are strengthened by their faith. Paul gained new 
courage, when, after having been long surround¬ 
ed by rude [heathen] seamen, he again met with 
brethren; he remained seven days with them, no 
doubt in order that he might pass a Sunday with 
them, proolaim the word of God, and commemo¬ 
rate the Lord’s death in the Holy Supper, in 
company with them. May God, by His Holy 
Spirit, maintain in us such genuine brotherly 
love. (Ap. Past.).— And so w© went toward 
Home. —No doubt the ^apostle and his com¬ 
panions surveyed that pagan imperial city with 
deep enyjtion and anxious expectations, when its 
lofty buildings met their view. But the heart of 
the Roman emperor in his palace would have 
also been deeply moved, if he could have had a 
presentiment that at this moment a power, in the 
servile form of a Jewish prisoner, was entering 
by the gates, before which the Roman Empire, 
and, indeed, the whole heathen world, would 
sink into the dust. That was a far more decisive 
moment than when, on a former occasion, the 
cry was heard; Hannibal ante portae l 

Vbb. 16. From thence - - - the brethren 

- came to meet ns. —The brethren of Rome, 

who thus cheered the heart of Paul by coming 
to meet him, displayed by that act a considerate 
love, which was itself one of the fruits of the 
Epistle that had previously been directed to 
them. We can thus perform many an act, which, 
without occasioning expense, will comfort and 
soothe the hearts of others during the wearisome 
journey of life. (Rieger).— Whom when Panl 
saw, he thanked God, and took conrage. 
—The Spirit of God here indicates, that although 
Paul had hitherto furnished so many proofs of 
the power of his faith, he nevertheless continued 
to be a feeble human being. Now, when he was 
so near the city, his feelings may have some¬ 
what resembled those of a delinquent who is ap¬ 
proaching the place of execution. What thoughts 


and fears he may have entertained! What traces 
of a weak faith may have then appeared! 
Hence God strengthened and encouraged him 
anew through the believers at Rome. (Ap. Past.). 
This entrance of Paul into the city, in order to 
appear as an accused person before the imperial 
tribunal, after having been welcomed and con¬ 
ducted by his friends, naturally reminds us of 
Luther’s entrance into the city of Worms, where 
he, too, was to appear before the emperor [in 
the year 1621]. (Williger). 

On thb wholb section. —The blessing* of Chris¬ 
tian fellowship , ver. 14, 16. (Lisco).— Christianity 
forms mankind into one family of God: I. It was 
the original purpose, at the creation, that man¬ 
kind should constitute one family; II. Through 
sin, enmity entered into the world; III. Through 
Christ, peace is to be restored to the earth.— 
(id.).—‘Here have we no continuing city, but 
we seek one to come’ [Hebr. xiii. 14].—(id.).— 
Paul before the gates of Rome: I. As a homeless 
stranger—and vet welcomed by loving brethren; 
II. As an evil-doer in bonds—and yet bearing in 
his heart the gracious testimony of God; III. As 
a man appointed unto death (for, at an earlier or 
later period, he was to surrender his life within 
those walls),—and yet, aB a conqueror, triunv- 
phantly planting the banner of the cross of 
Christ in the very citadel of heathenism.— The 
arrival of Paul at Rome—the deep import of the 
event: I. With respect to the apostle; (a) the 
mission of his life is accomplished; (&) the mark 
toward which he pressed, is fixed [Phil. iii. 14]. 
II. With respect to the heathen world; (a) the 
day of its gracious visitation arrives; (6) but also 
the day of the departure of its glory. III. With 
respect to Judaism; (a) the apostle of the Gen¬ 
tiles turns to his own people in Rome, for the last 
time; ( b) the kingdom now passes over to the 
Gentiles [ver. 28], and Rome takes the place of 
Jerusalem. IV. With respect to Christianity; 

(а) bloody contests await it in Rome; ( b) but 
also most glorious victories.— Paul's entrance 
into Rome , and Christ's entrance into Jerusalem: I. 
Eaoh enters in the form of a servant; II. Each 
is received with joyful acclamations [Matt. xxi. 
9]; III. Each subsequently suffers a violent 
death.— The fraternal reception of the apostle Paul 
at Rome, a beautiful illustration of the communion 
of saints: I. It unites the children of God; II. It 
subdues the kingdoms of the world; III. It pro¬ 
claims the l)onor of the Lord.—[Ver. 14, 16. 
Friends and enemies: I. We meet with both in 
the world; (a) such was the experience of the 
servants of God mentioned in the Scriptures; (6) 
such is still the experience of His servants. II. 
The causes which attract the friendship or enmity 
of others; (a) sometimes our own personal acts; 

(б) sometimes the peculiar circumstances in 
which we are placed. III. The conduct which 
the Christian observes; (a) towards friends; (6) 
towards enemies. IV. The lessons which the 
subject teaches; (a) the disordered state of the 
world which sin has produced; (6) the perfect 
peace which true faith in Christ would produce 
in the world.—T b.}. 
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SECTION V. 

THE ABODE AND LABORS OF THE APOSTLE PAUL IN ROME. 
Chapter XXVIII. 16-31. 


A.—THE DISCUSSIONS 07 THK APOSTLE WITH THE JBW8 AT HOME TERMINATE WITH THE REJECTION 

OF THE GOSPEL BT THEM. 


/ 


Chapter XXVIII. 16-29. 


16 And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain 
of the guard: but [Ver. 16. But when we arrived at Rome, 1 ] Paul was suffered 
[permitted] to dwell by himself with a [the, rw] soldier that kept [who guarded] him. 

17 *And [But] it came to pass, that [ om . that] after three days Paul [days, that he*] call¬ 
ed the chief of [among] the Jews together: and when they were come together, he 
said unto them, Men and brethren [Ye men, brethren], though I have committed no¬ 
thing against the people, or [the] customs of our [the] fathers, yet was I delivered [as 

18 a] prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans: *Who, when they had 
examined me, would have [were minded [iftouXovro) to] let me go, because there was 

19 no cause [was no guilt worthy] of death in me. *But when the Jews Bpake against 
it, I was constrained to appeal unto Cesar [unto the emperor]; not that I had aught 

20 to accuse* my nation of. *For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, 
and to speak with [to address] you: because that for the hope of Israel I am bound 
with [I bear on me] this chain. 

21 ♦And [But] they said unto him, We neither received letters out of Judea concern¬ 
ing thee, neither any of the brethren that came shewed or spake any harm of thee 
[nor did any one of the brethren come, who shewed or spake any evil thing (t*—* o- 

22 vrjpdv) concerning thee.]. But [Nevertheless, d£] we desire to hear of thee what thou 
thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we know that every where it is spoken against 

23 [that it every where meets with contradiction]. ♦And when they had [But they] 
appointed him a day, [and then] there came 4 many to him into his lodging; to whom 
he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them [and whom he sought 
to convince] concerning Jesus 4 , both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, 

24 from [early in the] morning till evening. ♦And some believed the things which were 
spoken [And some were convinced ( Ineiftovro ) by that which he spake], and some 

25 [but others] believed not [of dk rjidarouv]. ♦And when they agreed not [But as they 
aid not agree] among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one [onk 
fr] word, Well [Very appropriately, xalwc] spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias [Isaiah] 

26 the prophet unto our* fathers, *Saying, Go unto this people, and say 7 , Hearing ye 
shall [will] hear, and shall [will] not understand; and seeing [with the eyes] ye shall 

27 [will] see, and not perceive: ♦For the heart of this people is waxed gross [has become 
fat], and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they 
should [so that they should not] see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and un¬ 
derstand with their heart, and should [not] be converted 8 , and I should [not] heal 

28 them. ♦Be it known therefore unto you, that the [that this*] salvation of God is 
:29 sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will [Gentiles; they will also], hear it. ♦And 

when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among 
themselves [omit the whole of ver. 29. 10 ]. 

I Ver. 16. The following words [In text, rtc .] are probably spurious : b fcardrrapxof w m pMmge rovt Seeyatevt orpar* 
wtbapxp. They are wanting in the oldest manuscripts [A. B. and also Vulg.l, and were, for this reason, regarded as spa- 
rious already by Mill, Bengel and Griesbarh; they hare, since, been cancelled by Lachinann and Tlschendorf. No reason caa 
be assigned for the omission of them, if they were genuine, whereas they may hare easily been interpolated. Merer 
maintains that they are genuine, without, however, adducing convincing arguments. Here, too, the .testimony of the re¬ 
cently discovered Sinaitic Codex sustains the results of criticism [by also omitting the whole.—The text ree. continues 
after the above thus: be IlavAtp ewerpdmj, while Lach., as in Cod. Sin., reads : 'P tZ/iijr, tvrrodmf r. IL—The words are 

found in G. H., and most of the minuscules, and also in Theophyl., Oecum.—Alf., who adopts the opinion of de Wette and 
Meyer, retains the words as genuine.— Tr.J 

* ver. 17. airrbv is far better attested [by A. B. Cod. Sin., Vulg.] than rb* Havkow [which reading is found in G. H Be* 
cent editors generally adopt avr6v .— Til] 
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* Ver. 19. [Instead of jtarrjyopJjcrat, of text, rec., with G. H. (and retained by Alf.}, Lach., Tisch., and Born., with A. 
and also God. Bin., read aanjyopete, “ The aorist is a mechanical correction to suit ivutaXtaaaQax." (Meyer).—T r.] 

* Yer. 23. a. $*or [of text. ree .] Is not better sustained by external testimony [by G. H. j than ^\Bor [which is fonnd in 

A. B. and God. Sin., and is adopted by Lach. and Alf.]; but on account of the Internal evidence, (precisely because i)«tM is 
leas usual in the New Test.), it should be preferred to the latter. [It does not elsqgthereoccur in the Acts.—“ Besides,”— 
adds de Wette, quoting from Passow, ad verb .—“as the present tense of qxw already has the sense of the imperfect (Luke 
xv. 27), careful (Attic) writers do not employ the imperfect tense.” He regards accordingly, as a later correction. 
—Tr.] ' 

* Yer. 23. b. [to, before wepl r. ’Itjcr., of text, rtc ., with G., Is dropped by Lach., Tisch., Born., and Alf., in accordance 
with A. B. H., and also Cod. 8in.—“ Compare ch. viii. 12; xix. 8.” (Meyer).—Ta.] 

* Yer. 25. The external authorities in favor, respectively, of rifiiav (text, rec.), and of vfJav, are of equal weight. Lach. 
and Tisch. prefer v/tue, [with whom Alf. concurs]; it is found in the Alex. [A.], Yat. [B.] and Sinai tic manuscripts. Still, 
it may have easily occurred, that, as the address unequivocally assumes a tone of rebuke, oopyists may have supposed 
that they ought to substitute the second for the original first person. ['Hjiwi' is found in G. H., and Yulg. ( nottrot ), and 
some church lathers, while others of the latter, an^the Syr. version exhibit v/awv. According to de Wette, neither ex¬ 
ternal nor internal evidence entitles viimv to the preference. Lechler’s observation, above, that copyists may have sub¬ 
stituted the second person, is in accordance with the view of Born, and Meyer; the latter refers, for an illustration, to 
ch. vii. 51, 52 .—Tr.] 

t Yer. 26. [Instead of eiW, (text . rec.), which is the more usual form of the 2 aor. imperative, the less usual form «tm$K 
(for which see Whtxr; Oram. iY. T. 2 6.1. k., and $ 16, under circir) has been substituted by later critics generally, in ac¬ 
cordance with A. B. E. G. H. and God. Sin., most minuscules, etc. Comp, the critical editions on Mark xiil. 4; Luke x. 
40—Tr.] 

* Ver. 27. [Instead of the readings of text, rec ., viz. tirurrptyf/oxrt, and Uow^uu, A. and £. exhibit sir larpAbovat; A. B. 
G. H. Utrofiai. God. Sin. reads iviarpiif/taaiv (subj.), but iaaofiai (indie.), and this accords with the usual printed text of 
the Sept. (Isai. vi. 10), although the Gomplut. Polyg., and several manuscripts of the Alex, version, exhbit uurwfuu. 
Comp, the critical editions on John xii. 40 .—Tr.] 

* Yer. 28. rovro ro aw. is the reading of the three oldest manuscripts, including the Slnaitic Codex, and should, in ac¬ 
cordance with the opinion of Lach. and Tisch., be regarded as genuine; for the omhwion of touto can be more easily ex¬ 
plained than the insertion of it in the text by a later hand. [Tovro is omitted in text. rec. y with E.G. H., but is inserted 
as stated above, by Lach.and Tisch., and also by Born, and Alf., on the authority of A. B. Yulg. (hoc), and Meyer concurs 
with them. The pronoun is found in the original text of God. Siu., but Tischendorf remarks on it: U C improbavit.” 


to Yer. 29. The whole of ver. 29 is spurious, namely: K«u ravra avrov «in-6vrov, ourifAi Bor oi ’Iov&uoi, woAAij* *X ovr ** ^ 
cavroi? av^ijntaiy. This reading is wanting in A. B. E., as well as in the Sinaitic Codex, and is also omitted by some 
minuscules and versions. It Is round in the same manuscripts, namely G. II., which exhibit the interpolation in ver. 16, 
above. The whole was added by copyists with the intention of appending a fitting conclusion to the scene. [The whole 
verse is omitted by Lach. and Tisch.; Alford inserts it in brackets. It is not found in A. B. E., as Lechler remarks above, 
and, although inserted in the common editions of the Yulgate. is not found in God. Amiatinus.—De Wette Is disposed to 
receive the verse as genuine; Meyer remarks that the strongest argument for its genuineness, is the occurrence of only 
very unimportant various readings in those manuscripts which contain it.— Tr.] 


RXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Ver. 16. a. And when we came to Rome. 

—Paul entered the city by the Via Appia 
through the Porta Capena, not far distant from 
the Castrum Prwtorium, which was built by 
Sejanus, the favorite of Tiberius, and was situ¬ 
ated to the east. It is true that the words 6 

iKar6vrapx<K - arpaToneddpxo are spurious [see 

note 1 above, appended to the text]; still, they 
are undoubtedly correct in point of fact. For 
the Prsefectiprsetorio, besides having the supreme 
command of the imperial guard, held in custody 
all those prisoners from the provinces who were 
to be tried before the emperor. [Trajan says 
(Pluv. Ep. X. 66) of such a prisoner: “vinciu* 
mitti ad prtefectos prsetorii mei debet.” Quoted in 
Conyb. and 11. II. 873. n. 11. —Tr.]. —The point 
is of very little importance that Luke speaks only 
of one [rip or par.] commander, (whereas there 
were usually two who held command, and it was 
only during the reign of Claudius that Burrus 
Afranius, held the appointment as sole prefect 
Tag. Ann . XII. 62; XIV. 61.}) ; for we assume 
ere that the passage in question, ver. 16, as 
just stated above, is an interpolation. For the 
same reason that reckoning of the apostolic chro¬ 
nology (especially in the respective works of 
Anger [Temp. rat. p. 101] and Wieseler) loses a 
part of its force, which assumes as a guide the 
fact that Burrus died in the beginning of the 
year 62, or in the month of March of that year, 
after which the command was again shared by 
two generals; for the statement of Luke, which 
is combined with that date, when viewed as an 
interpolation, ceases to be evidence. [“Some 
have inferred that as only one (commander) is 
here mentioned, it must have been this person 


(Burrus). - - - It is evident, however, that no 
such conclusion can be drawn from the use of 
the singular number, which may just as well de¬ 
note the one on duty, or be taken as equivalent 
to one of the prefects or commanders.” (Alex.). 
This is also the interpretation of Meyer, who 
adds: “The language does not imply that the 
commander in question personally took charge of 
the prisoners.”— Tr.] 

b. For the favor which was granted to Paul, 
namely, that he could dwell tca$' kavrbv , i. e., not 
only apart from the other prisoners, but also, as 
it appears from ver. 17 and ver. 80, in a private 
house, which was very probably in the imme¬ 
diate vicinity of the preetorium, he was no doubt 
indebted to the accompanying report of the pro¬ 
curator Festus, and also to the personal interces¬ 
sion of the centurion Julius. But a praetorian 
soldier unquestionably always attended him as a 
guard, who was, according to the Roman cus¬ 
tom, attached to his arm by a chain, ver. 20. 
[“Different soldiers relieved each other in the 
performance of this office. Hence, as Paul states 
in Phil. L 18, he became, in the course of time, 
personally known to a great number of the pr»- 
torian soldiers, and through them to their com¬ 
rades, etc.” (Hackett).— Tr.1. Eadem catena et 
custodiam et miUlem copulat. (Seheca, Ep. 6.). 

Yer. 17-20. a. Three days after Paul’s ar¬ 
rival, he invited those who presided over the 
Jewish community at Rome, to visit him. Dur¬ 
ing the first three days he, partly, sought repose, 
after the severe journey which he had accom¬ 
plished, and he may have, partly, devoted the 
time to the Christians in the city, some of whom 
had gone forward to meet him, and with all of 
whom he had for some years longed to have per¬ 
sonal intercourse, Rom. i. 11 ff. But his first 
steps on passing beyond the comparatively nar* 
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row circle of those who were already converts, 
were directed, in accordance with his established 
principle and his common practice, towards Is¬ 
rael. And as the circumstance^ in which he was 
placed, did not allow him to seek the Jews, and 
to enter their synagogue, as he had done in other 
places in Asia and Europe, no other course re¬ 
mained than that he should request the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Jewish congregation to come to 
his lodging. These chief men of the Jews were, 
without doubt, partly, the rulers of the syna¬ 
gogue, and, partly, others whose position in so¬ 
cial life was conspicuous. They accordingly 
complied with his request, and came to him. 
In reply to an objection made by Zeller to the 
istorical character of the narrative, Meyer says: 
“It cannot surprise us that Luke furnishes no 
details respecting the Roman congregation, for 
it is the object of the book to relate the acts of the 
apoetlee .”—“With regard to cif r^v gcvlav, ver. 
23, we are convinced, with Wieseler, that it is to 
be distinguished from to idiov piodupa mentioned 
below, ver. 30. The latter was a hired lodging , 
which he took for his permanent residence; and 
the mention of the money he received from the 
Philippians (Phil. ch. iv.) serves to show that he 
would not need the means of hiring a lodging. 
The £evia (ho*pitium) implies the temporary resi¬ 
dence of a guest with friends, as in Philemon 22. 
Nothing is more likely than that Aquila and 
Priscilla were his hosts at Rome, as formerly at 
Corinth.” (Conyb. and H. II. 382. n. 1 .)—Tr.] 

b. Men and brethren, etc.—This address 
to the assembled Jews is essentially of a personal 
nature, and is intended to counteract certain 
prejudices which the Roman Jews might enter¬ 
tain, in consequence, partly, of Paul’s imprison¬ 
ment in general, partly, of the fact that he had 
appealed to the emperor, and, partly, of any 
slanders w^ich were possibly brought from Ju¬ 
dea. In order to justify himself, he assures 
them, in the first place, that bis imprisonment 
and the delivery of his person to the Romans, 
did not proceed from any offence which he had 
committed against the people of Israel or the 
Mosaic institutions, ver. 17. He makes this de¬ 
claration with perfect propriety, for no one could 
believe that he had been guilty of any offence 
against his nation. But the assertion that Paul, 
by proclaiming his doctrine concerning Christ as 
the end of the law [Rom. x. 4], had assailed the 
fundamental principles of the law, can be made 
by those alone, who form an erroneous opinion 
respecting his real position in reference to the 
law; for he entertains the utmost reverence for 
it, as an actual revelation of God, and he does 
not assail the Mosaic institutions themselves, but 
only maintains that they are not competent to 
justify and save men. Hence these statements 
of Paul are in perfect accordance with the truth. 

c. Paul declares, in the second place, ver. 18, 
19, that his appeal to the emperor had become 
indispensably neoessary, only because the Jews 
protested against his acquittal, to which the Ro¬ 
man authorities judged him to be entitled. 
[“This may have been at ch. xxv. 8. The pos¬ 
sibility of such a release is asserted by Agrippa, 
ch. xxvi. 82.” (Alf.)— Tr]. He adds that, in 
making this appeal, it had not been his intention 
to bring forward any accusation against his own 


people before the emperor. Here Paul terms 
Israel, not 6 Xa6f, as in ver. 17, but rd t&voc pov, 
because, in this respect, he viewed Israel, not as 
the people of God, but as the nation to which he 
himself belonged, and to which, in view of the 
Roman head of the government, he owed certain 
duties of patriotism.—Paul declares, in the last 
place, that these causes, namely, the honest and 
upright sentiments with which he regarded his 
people, combined with the fact that he had been 
bound with a chain solely for the Messianic hope 
of Israel, had induced him to invite them, in or¬ 
der that he might see and speak with them. 
[The hope of Israel; see ch. xxvi. 6-8.—Tr.]. 
tlepuceipai alludes to the circumstance that his 
arm was encircled by the chain. [“ For wepuxtpat 
with the accusative, comp. Hebr. v. 2; Kypke: 
Obe. II. p. 147; Jacobs ad AnthoL IX. p. 75.” 
(Meyer)—T r.] 

Ver. 21, 22. And they said, etc.—The his¬ 
torical character of the reply of the Jews, via., 
that they had received neither any written nor 
verbal communications which were unfavorable 
to Paul personally, has been frequently and 
harshly impugned. It has been asserted that 
such a reply could not possibly have been made 
by them, and that, hence, the whole statement is 
incredible. Those who adopt this view, think it 
just and proper to assume that the Roman Jews 
must necessarily have received information re¬ 
specting Paul from the Sanhedrin at Jerusalem. 
Others have, however, in opposition to this view, 
insisted with great justice on the following con¬ 
siderations:— Before the appeal of Paul was 
made, the leaders of the Sanhedrin could have 
had no reason for writing to the Jewish commu¬ 
nity at Rome in reference to him, for they had 
not even remotely expected such an issue (Meyer). 
But after the appeal was made, they no longer 
had time to cohvey intelligence to the Roman 
Jews previously to the personal arrival of Paul 
(Bengel, Meyer), as he probably commenced his 
journey soon after the appeal was made [ch. 
xxv. 12; xxvii. 1. “Had any (messengers of 
the Sanhedrin) left within a few days, the same 
storm would have in all probability detained them 
over the winter, and they could not certainly 
have made a much quicker voyage than Paul’s 
ship to Puteoli.” (Alf.)— Tr.]. —There is, how¬ 
ever, another circumstance, which may seem 
surprising, namely, that these Roman Jews do 
not appear to have received even privately and 
incidentally, any information respecting Paul 
from Jews of Palestine, who were passing through 
Rome. Now it must be admitted, that they do 
not distinctly say that they had not hitherto 
heard any thing whatever concerning Paul: in¬ 
deed, they themselves acknowledged, ver. 22, 
that Christianity every where met with contra¬ 
diction. Hence they had heard of Christianity, 
and of the disputes which, in consequence of it, 
had arisen in various places; and they had as¬ 
suredly also heard of the individuals who pro¬ 
claimed the Gospel, especially of Paul himself. 
All that they deny is, simply, that they had 
heard “any thing evil” frt - - wowypdv], that is, 
any thing that was morally bad, concerning him. 
They may have expressed themselves in this 
manner, partly, from prudential considerations, 
in view of the imperial court and authority, from 
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vrhich the Roman Jews had already greatly suf¬ 
fered, and, partly, from a desire to encourage 
Paul to speak to them without reserve. If they 
observe silence with respect to the Christian 
congregation itself which existed in the capital, 
this circumstance, when we consider the peculiar 
state of affairs in a great city like Rome, can the 
less surprise us, as it is apparent that they are 
intentionally reserved in their remarks. [Meyer 
here adds: “However cautious and officially re¬ 
served they are, the Jewish contempt of Christi¬ 
anity may be plainly seen.”—T b.]. If there ac¬ 
tually were a contradiction between the fact of 
the existence of a Christian congregation at 
Borne*, on the one hand, and this act of ignoring 
it, on the other, the narrator must have been ex¬ 
tremely short-sighted, if in this place, ver. 22, he 
forgot that he had, a few verses above [ver. 
15], spoken of the Christian congregation of the 
city. 

Ver. 23. There came many, etc.—At the 
second meeting, not only the ohief among the 
Jews, but also a much largeMumber [irteioveg'] 
came to Paul. And on this orcasion he delivered 
a comprehensive discourse, which oocupied the 
whole day. He furnished a twofold exposition 
(fyjeTideTo ): he, first, testified the kingdom 
of God (tiiaftaprbpEffdai), t. e ., he announced the 
facts of redemption and of the establishment of 
the kingdom of God through Jesus Christ; he 
furnished, in the second place, certain explana¬ 
tions concerning Jesus, which were derived from 
the Old Testament, and were intended to con¬ 
vince the minds of his hearers (7reitf«v). Thus 
he first delivered his testimony in favor of the 
historical Jesus of Nhzareth, and then demon¬ 
strated that He was the Messiah promised under 
the Old Covenant: the latter constituted his main 
argument. 

Ver. 24-27. And some believed, etc.— 
Paul succeeded in convincing some of his hearers 
(eizeiBovro), but otherB resisted, and refused to 
believe. Their conflicting opinions were doubt¬ 
less audibly expressed (aab/Lupuvot). It was the 
language of unbelief, uttered by some of those 
who were present, to which the concluding re¬ 
mark of the apostle referred; it was on© word, 
fcrjfia ev, pronounced after many others had been 
spoken, but it was a word of the very deepest 
import. It consisted simply in the quotation of 
a prophetic declaration respecting Israel’s hard¬ 
ness of heart, which the apostle obviously ap¬ 
plies to his own times, and to the unbelievers 
who were then present. That this is the correct 
interpretation, appears from the context, espe¬ 
cially ver. 28, and from the word /catof, which, 
precisely as in Matth. xv. 7, describes a declaration 
or prophecy that may, with the utmost propriety, 
be applied to the present case. It was, indeed, 
the purpose of God that the word which He ad¬ 
dressed to the prophet, should be proclaimed to 
the people (Isai. ?i. 9, 10), and in so far the 
words: - - - 7rpdc r. Tzaripaq are fitly 

chosen. The passage, from cucoy to the end, is 
taken verbatim from the Septuagint. The di¬ 
vine command: izopeb-djiri, etc., Paul applied to 
himself and his mission; comp. ch. xxvi. 17. 
[Well spake the Holy Ghost, etc.—Quod 
Spiritum sanctum loquentem inducit potius quam 
prophetam, ad fidem oraculi valet: nam quum 


Deus se unum audiri postulet, non aliter potest 
constare dectrinse auctoritas, quam si ab eo 
sciamus profectam esse, non in hominum capite 
natam. (Calvin).—Celebris est hie locus, quia 
sexies citatur in Novo Testamento (id.), namely, 
besides the present chapter, in Matth. xiii. 14 

comp. Vol. I. p. 240); Mark iv. 12; Luke viii. 

0; John xii. 40; Rom. xi. 8.— Tr.] 

Ver. 28. Be it known therefore nnto 
yon. —The consequence of this hardness of 
heart of Israel, which was manifested also in 
Rome, is, that this salvation of God (rovro 
[eomp. note 9, appended to the text, above] rd 
cur. u e. t which is this day proclaimed), is sent 
unto the Gentiles for their benefit. ’A Treardfaj, 
like nopeb'driTt in ver. 26, refers to the apostolic 
mission of Paul. The word “also” [«ol], con¬ 
nected with “they will hear,” contrasts (in ad¬ 
dition to the offer of salvation by God) the ac¬ 
ceptance of this salvation by the Gentiles, with 
the ov awitvai, ftapiug aKoi'eiv, etc., of Israel; *. «., 
the Gospel will not only be sent to them, but they 
will also hear it. 

[Ver. 29. See note 10, above, appended to the 
text. “It (the verse) contains a natural though 
not necessary close of this transaction with the 
Jews at Rome, etc.”—“This is in one sense the 
conclusion of Paul’s ministry, t. e., so far as it 
extended both to Jews and Gentiles, etc.”— 
(Alexander).— Tr. ] 

I 

DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

1. The apostle of the Gentiles, who has now 

reached the end of his course at Rome, directs 
his attention, first of all, to the Israelites, before 
he proclaims the kingdom of God to all without 
exception, that is, also to the Gentiles. Instead 
of taking offence at this course of the apostle, as 
some have done, and representing it as incon¬ 
ceivable, in an historical point of view, in the 
case of Paul, who was “so little bound by the 
law, so truly evangelical, and so ready to com- 
munioate the Gospel to all without exception,” 
we have rather reason to honor him for his con¬ 
sistency f’l ow5al(f) re irpurov icai Rom. i. 

16), and nis pitying love and fidelity to his own * 
people (comp. Rom. ix. 4 ff. with which he was 
inspired by the Spirit of Christ. It is not merely 

a natural and patriotic feeling, but in reality 
true love for Christ’s sake—a genuine love of 
enemies,—which here controls Paul; although he 
had suffered so much from his own people, he 
entertains no wish to appear as their accuser, 
ver. 19, but, on the contrary, desires first of all 
to offer to them the salvation of Christ. 

2. Paul first explains and justifies his personal 
acts, and it is only afterwards that he proclaims 
the Gospel to the Jews. This course was very 
judicious, as he could not expect that they would 
listen to his words with favor, in case they en¬ 
tertained prejudices against his personal cha¬ 
racter. He not only exhibited wisdom by ob¬ 
viating any reproach which they might suppose 
that his character deserved, but he also thus 
fully conformed to the moral character of Christ 
and Christianity; for “a corrupt tree cannot 
bring forth good fruit.” Matth. vii. 18. 

3. Paul experiences once more, in Rome, that 
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THB ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


the Jews are decidedly opposed to the GospeL 
An d once more he turns from the unbelieving 
Jews to the Gentiles, by whom the word is more 
favorably received. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Veb. 16. Paul was suffered to dwell by 
himself. —We can be happy in any spot, if the 
grace of God abides with us. (Starke).—When a 
man's ways please God, He inclines the hearts 
even of enemies to show him favor.—(id.).—Tfye 
arm of that God who had guided the apostle to 
Jerusalem, and during all his difficult journeys, 
according to His own counsel, sustains that 
faithful servant also at Rome. (Ap. Past.). 

Ykr. 17. After three days Paul called the 
chief of the Jews together. —It requires no 
little effort to retain our attachment to our 
people and our mother-church, when men of 
authority in the latter treat us with gross in¬ 
justice. (Rieger).—He who composed the incom¬ 
parable hymn in praise of that charity which 
“beareth all things, and hopeth all things,” did 
not merely extol such charity, but also exempli¬ 
fied it in his life and conduct; as often as he en¬ 
countered the deadly enmity of his brethren, and 
suffered agony of body and spirit amid their 
cruel persecutions, so often, too, did he exhibit 
patience and hope. (Baumgarten).—It may be 
doubted whether any teacher who ever came to 
a strange place, appeared under circumstances 
more humiliating than were those of Paul at the 
time when he entered Rome. Nevertheless, no 
one ever accomplished as much as this witness of 
Jesus, who was bound with a chain. For a fire 
glowed within him—an ardent desire to testify 
of Jesus, and to win the souls even of imbittered 
foes; and the divine call which he bad received, 
guided all his steps, made his paths straight, 
opened, at his approach, the hearts of men, and 
caused “his paths to drop fatness.” [Ps. lxv. 
11]. It is, therefore, by no means necessary 
that a teacher should present himself in an im¬ 
posing manner, or be received at a new place 
with great parade. But it is of vital conse¬ 
quence that he should be a servant of Jesus, that 
he should take up his cross and follow the 
Saviour, that God should have called him to that 
place, and that his heart should burn with the 
love of Jesus and with a desire for the salvation 
of men. (Ap. Past.). 

Veb. 19. Not that I had aught to accuse 
my nation of. —All the malice of his enemies 
failed to create in him a thirst for revenge, or 
even to awaken unfriendly sentiments. It was 
not his wish to accuse them; he desired, on the 
contrary, to be the instrument of their conver¬ 
sion. Thus his conduct furnished the evidence 
that his whole nature was controlled by divine 
grace,,and that the love of Jesus had suppressed 
all sensitiveness, all self-will, and all desire to 
exalt himself. (Ap. Past.). 

Veb. 20. Because that for the hope of 
Israel I am bound with this chain. —When 
this hope is established in the heart, we can the 
more easily and joyfully bear our chains. And 
the thorn, too, in the flesh, the messenger of 
Satan, with all his buffeting [2 Cor. xii. 7], may 


thus be vanquished. (Ap. Past.).—The iron 
chains which a true Israelite bears for the hope 
of Israel, are a more honorable badge in the eyes 
of the God of Israel, than all the chains of gold 
which the world admires. (Lindhammer). 

Veb. 21, 22. We neither received letters 
. . concerning thee, etc. But - - as con¬ 
cerning this sect, we know that every 
where it is spoken against.— This, then, was 
the result among the Jews, after a gracious visi¬ 
tation of thirty years! They spoke against the 
Gospel every where; the “sign” of Christ, con¬ 
cerning which Simeon had prophesied (Luke ii 
34), was seen wherever Jews dwelt, from Jeru¬ 
salem even to the ends of the earth. (Besser).— 
The poor Jews at Rome knew nothing more of 
the matter which Paul presented to their atten¬ 
tion, than that the doctrine of Christ, which they 
called a “sect,” met with contradiction in every 
place. This is the evil which results, when we 
repose too much confidence in the judgment of 
men—either implicitly believing that which 
others believe, ai^ entertaining the “oollier’i 
blind faith,” or raHly and impetuously rejecting 
that which the multitude reject*. (Ap. Past.).— 
The aged Simeon had already understood that 
Christ was set for a sign which should be spoken 
against. Such is the characteristic feature by 
which genuine Christians may be recognised— 
they are every where spoken against. (G owner). 
—And yet, the doctrine of this feeble “sect” has 
become the religion of the world, and has over¬ 
come the enmity of Israel and of Rome, without 
sword or bow, solely by the Davidio sling of the 
divine word. (Leonh. and 8p.). 

Veb. 28. Persuading* them concerning 
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and 
out of the prophets. —No better method for 
convincing the Jews that Jesus is the true Mes¬ 
siah, can be adopted, than that of conducting 
them to the law and the prophets. (Starke).— 
From morning till evening. —Should not 
this faithful and unwearied effort of the apostle 
put to shame the lake warmness of those teachers, 
who restrict their official labors to the pulpit, and 
regard it as a sin to open their houses to awakened 
persons who seek instruction? (Ap. Past.).— If 
we desire to know Jesus according to the truth, 
and to enter through him into the kingdom of 
God, we must diligently search the Scriptures, 
and not speedily discontinue that work; we should 
rather exhibit the utmost diligence, even as Paul 
here preaches concerning the word till evening 
comes. (Bogatzky). 

Veb. 24. And some believed, etc.— The 
seed of the word here fell, in some cases, by the 
wayside, in others, upon stony places or among 
thorns; nevertheless, some fell into good ground 
[Matth. xiii. 4 ff.].—To some the Gospel is the 
savour of life unto life; to others, the savour of 
death unto death. [2 Cor. ii. 16]. (Starke). 

Veb. 25. And when they agreed not 
among themselves. —If Christ, who is our 
peace and the sole bond of holy union, occasions 
contention even among those who had previously 
been intimate friends, the true cause must be 
traced to the malice and corrupt nature of unbe¬ 
lievers. When these Jews assemble for the pur¬ 
pose of hearing Paul, they are of one mind; hat 
after listening to the preaching of the Atonement, 
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they begin to differ, and form two hostile parties. 
Still, we ought not to suppose that this dissension 
did not arise until the Gospel was preached; such 
discord, on the contrary, already existed in se- 
oret in the hearts of men, but was not made 
manifest until the present moment had arrived. 
So, too, the light of the sun does not create new 
eolors, but only exhibits the difference between 
them, which did not appear while darkness 
reigned. (Calvin). 

Ver. 26. Hearing ye shall hear, and shall 
not understand, etc.—In a similar manner 
John draws a general inference in his Gospel, 
ch. xii. 87 ff., from the discourses of Jesus. (Wil- 
liger). 

Veb. 27. For the heart of this people is 
waxed gross, etc.—When the apostles speak 
of the divine judgment of the hardening of the 
heart, they always intend to teach that the de¬ 
struction of those who thus harden themselves is 
by no means to be asoribed to God as the primary 
cause. This hardening is not only the natural 
result of a contemptuous neglect of divine grace, 
but is, at the same time, a divine judgment which 
befalls those who held the truth in unrighteous¬ 
ness. Like every other doctrine, that of the 
hardening of the heart should be publicly pro¬ 
claimed, but we should be on our guard lest we 
speak irreverently of God and discourage be¬ 
nighted minds. (Ap. Past.). 

Vkr 28. That the [this] salvation of God 
is sent unto the Gentiles, etc.—Thus, while 
we are gasing at the dark scene of the rejection 
of Israel, the light of the heaven of grace again 
appears, as a sign that the Lord is not always 
wroth [Isai. lvii. 16]; but remembers his cove¬ 
nant, and the sure mercies of David [Acts xiii. 
84]. (Leonh. and Sp.l.—Although our hearers 
may become displeasea, we are not permitted to 
41 sew pillows to all armholes’* (Eaek. xiii. 18). 
If the Jews will not come to the great supper of 
God, the Gentiles will fill his house, Luke xiv. 
16,18,23. (Starke).— They will [also] hear it 
—We, too, are here included. God be praised 1 
(Besser). 

On the whole sbotion.— PauFs farewell ter - 
motif addressed to the Jews at Rome: I. His last 
testimony to his innocence, ver. 17-20; II. His 
last confession of Jesus Christ as the Messiah, 


ver. 28; III. The last effusion of his love to his 
people, ver. 17, 19, 20; IV. The last blow of his 
hammer on hardened hearts, ver. 25-28.— The 
chains of Paul t ver. 20: I. A badge of infamy for 
his deluded people; II. A badge of honor for this 
faithful servant of the Lord; III. A precious con¬ 
solation for all those who suffer for the sake of 
the truth.— The sect which it every where spoken 
against (ver. 22), demonstrated precisely by the op- 
position of the world , to be the chosen people of Ood: 
for, I. The charges which are every where made 
against Christianity, refute each other—a proof 
of its undeniable truth; II. In the midst of so 
many enemies on the right hand and on the left, the 
little flock of confessors increased, until it became 
a churoh that rules the world—a proof of its in¬ 
destructible vital power.— The twofold lot of the 
divine word , wherever it may be preached, even to 
the end of time , ver. 24: I. To some it proves to be 
the savour of life unto life; II. To others, the 
savour of death unto death. [2 Cor. ii. 16]. — The 
awful judgment of hardness of heart: I. Inflicted, 
not by an unmerciful Creator, but by a righteous 
Judge; II. Merited, not by particular and heinous 
sins, but by an obstinate resistance to saving 
grace; III. Proclaimed, not for the purpose of 
driving men to despair, but for that of awaken¬ 
ing a salutary fear.—“ Be it known unto you that 
the [this] salvation of Ood is sent unto the OentUes t 
and that they will hear it,” (ver. 28)— a warning 
addressed to Christians of modem times; it is in¬ 
tended, I. To rebuke them for being cold and un¬ 
grateful; II. To put them to shame, by exhibiting 
the eagerness with which pagans seek salvation; 
III. To remind them of the impending judgments 
of God, Rev. ii. 6.—[Ver. 29. The private discus¬ 
sions of PauVs Jewish hearers at Rome, or, The 
conversion of the Jews: I. The circumstances 
which occasioned these discussions (the address 
of Paul, etc.); II. The subjects (the Messiahship 
of Jesus—the character, conduct, etc., of Paul); 
III. The probable course of argument of each 
party; IV. The influences by which some were 
conducted to faith in Christ; V. The causes of 
the continued blindness of others; VI. The means 
which the Christian should employ in laboring 
(or, The spirit in which the Christian should la¬ 
bor) for the conversion of the Jews.—T e.] 


B. —PAUL PROCLAIMS THE KINGDOM OP GOD DURING TWO TEARS AT ROME, WITHOUT H2NDBRAN0E, 

ALTHOUGH HE IS A PRISONER. 

Chapter XXVIII. 80, 81. 

30 And [But] Paul 1 dwelt [remained, S/ietve] two whole years in bis own hired house, 

31 and received all that came in unto him, * Preaching the kingdom of God, and teach¬ 
ing those things which concern [teaching concerning] the Lord Jesus Christ, with all 
confidence, no man forbidding him [confidence, without hinderance, dxwXvrwq], 

i Ter. 80. [The words & IlavAof, of text, rcc., with G. H., Syr., etc. are omitted Id A. B. E. Vulg., and are dropped by 
Lach., Tisch., and Alf„ as a “ supplementary insertion.”—Ood. 8in., which omits & DavA^ originally read *vifj*yav; the 
letter «, smaller in else, appears above—«—in ray. Tisch. says: “ « prime mania snprasoriptnm ridetur.”—0 corrected the 
word to *surt¥. —Te.] 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

Vse. 80, 81. a. As Paul was a prisoner, he 
could earn no money by manual labor; the rent 
of his own hired house was, doubtless, paid 
by the Christians of Rome, although other con¬ 
gregations also, like that at Philippi [Phil. ch. 
4], assisted in supporting him. 

b. This book was, unquestionably, not left un¬ 
finished, as Schleiermacher supposed, in conse¬ 
quence of some hinderance which Luke acciden¬ 
tally encountered; it is equally improbable that 
the concluding part of the book should have been 
lost, as Schott conjectured. The remark, on the 
other hand, which Meyer here makes, corre¬ 
sponds to all the circumstances, and is in accord¬ 
ance with the truth, vis. that the last two verses, 
as far as the style is concerned, are rounded and 
sonorous, and constitute a fitting conclusion of the 
whole narratire. For precisely as at the close 
of Luke's Gospel, ch. xxiv. 62, 58, the occupa¬ 
tions of the apostles during a certain period, are 
described in a sentence exhibiting a participial 
construction, so here, too, the account of the la¬ 
bors of Paul during a ptill longer period, termi¬ 
nates with two clauses, in which a similar par¬ 
ticipial construction is introduced. [See Intro¬ 
duction, \ 2.—On the subsequent history of Paul, 
his supposed journey to Spain, etc., the time of 
the composition of the three Pastoral Epistles 
(Tit.; I. and II. Tim.) etc. etc., see, in addition 
to J. J. van Oosterxee’s Commentary on these 
Epistles, in a subsequent volume, also Conyb. 
and H.: Life , etc. of St Paul , Vol. II. p. 460, 
ch. 27 (written by Conyb.), and p. 661, Appen¬ 
dix. —See, especially, among the most recent 
authorities, Wiksinobr’s General Introduction to 
the Pastoral Epistles, and the special Introduc¬ 
tions to each one of the three—in his Commen¬ 
tary, constituting Vol. V. 1 Abth. of the continu¬ 
ation of Olshauscn’s Commentary on the New 
Testament. —T e. ] 


DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL. 

It is true that, as far as the facts are con¬ 
cerned, we painfully feel the want of all positive 
and direct information with regard to the man¬ 
ner in which the case of Paul was ultimately de¬ 
cided. However, while he exhibited a noble 
spirit and great fidelity as an apostle, still, he 
• was merely the herald, and not the Lord and 
King Himself. Jesus Christ reigns as the King 
—such is the conclusion of this book. While we 
contemplate the great fact that the kingdom of 
God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ are pro¬ 
claimed by the apostle of the Gentiles during so 
long a period, and with no hinderance whatever, 
in Rome, the central city of the world, the per¬ 
son of Paul himself imperceptibly recedes from 
our view. 


HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL. 

Vie. 80. And Paul dwelt two whole 
years - - - and received all that oame in 
unto him. —If Paul was permitted to hire a 
house for himself, and enjoyed the privilege of 


remaining in it, we may regard the whole cir¬ 
cumstance as one of the favorable results of the 
full reports which Festus had made of his case, 
and as a blessing which followed his faithful tes¬ 
timony to the truth, at Cesarea. At the 
time, he was subjected to expense, which, how¬ 
ever, the voluntary contributions of the Philip- 
pians assisted him in bearing, Phil. iv. 10-14. 
(Rieger).—There are no hardships which can 
justify us in neglecting the duties of our calling; 
Matth. xi. 2; 1 Cor. vii. 20. (Starke).— Re¬ 
ceived all that came in unto him. —What 
a noble character that servant of Christ possess¬ 
es, who is made all things to all men [1 Cor. 
ix. 22], who kindly receives all that seek coun¬ 
sel and comfort for their souls, and who opens 
his house and his heart to all who desire to be 
saved 1 It is not well, when it is reported of a 
pastor, that he is difficult of access. Our Lord 
Jesus often encountered hypocrites and deceivers; 
nevertheless, he always sought their spiritual 
welfare, and his language was: “Him that 
oometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” [John 
vi. 87]. (Ap. Past.). 

Vbr. 81. Preaching the kingdom of God, 
etc.—God opens a door for his word in a won¬ 
derful and unexpected manner, ch. xiv. 27; CoL 
iv. 8. When the church enjoys peace, we should 
the more diligently proclaim the truth, and pre¬ 
pare for future trials, ch. ix. 81. After Christ 
had Bent the Holy Spirit, be caused his Gospel 
to be made known to the whole world, not, how¬ 
ever, with the aid of carnal weapons, but by the 
preaching of the word, and He has, even to the 
present time, been its almighty Protector. May 
He continue to cause His word to be every where 
proclaimed, “no man forbidding,” unto the sal¬ 
vation of many souls, and onto the glory of His 
great name! (Starke).— Teaching - - - with 
aU confidence. —Of this confidence of the 
apostle at Rome, we have additional evidenoe 
in the Epistles to the Colosaians, Ephesians, Phi- 
lippians, and to Philemon, whiph were written 
in that city; they are all fragrant with the oil of 
joy, wherewith Jesus had anointed him. (Rei¬ 
ser).— No man forbidding him. —It was, in 
those tidies, considered a very great mercy, when 
the Gospel oould be preached without hinder¬ 
ance ; it was a source of comfort to teachers, and 
they diligently employed the time during which 
they could enjoy it. But we, on the contrary, 
whose liberty has so long been established, hare 
well nigh forgotten how great this mercy is. As 
we have therefore opportunity, let us labor, and 
do good! [Gal. vi. 10]. (Ap. Past).—What a no¬ 
ble theme—the progress of the Gospel from Je¬ 
rusalem to Rome—the writer of the book of m 
Acts has chosen ! When will it be carried back 
to Jerusalem? God employed even his most 
richly endowed servants in doing His will only 
in their own sphere. It was given to no one to 
survey the whole field of labor; that knowledge 
the Lord reserved unto Himself. O God! Thy 
kingdom oome! (Rieger).—Notwithstanding all 
these persecutions, the Gospel advanced with 
such success, that Luke is enabled to conclude 
his narrative of the Acts of the Apostles in 
these terms, which resemble an “Amen!” ap¬ 
pended to all the promises of God. Thus this 
I reference at the close of the book to the “king- 
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dom of God”, most happily corresponds to the 
beginning, oh. i. 8. (Williger).—In the vast and 
'wealthy capital of that great empire, Paul pro¬ 
claims the might and glory of the kingdom of 
God, as a kingdom of the Spirit, whose “fruit 
is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” [Gal. y. 
22, 23]. The tidings concerning Christ, the 
Prinoe of peace, around whom all things in the 
kingdom of God, both small and great, revolve, 
penetrate even into the palace of the emperor 
Phil. L 18). Thus Paul employed the time 
uring which he was a prisoner, in establishing 
that important congregation at Rome, which was 
destined to be the mother-church and, indeed, 
the missionary ohuroh of all the congregations 
which, after this period, were gathered among 
the Gentiles. (Leonh and Sp.).—Luke does not 
speak of subsequent events, as it was not hi&*in- 
tention to write a biography of St. Paul. He 
had now exhibited the riches of diyine grace, 
and the power of the Lord Jesus, as revealed in 
the progress of the Church, from the Mount of 
Olives to the city of the seven hills; greater 
things he could not relate, and Theophilus had 
now read enough in order to dose with “ Hal- 
lelujah.” (Besser).—Let us, then, imitate Paul, 
and take his noble, adamantine, soul as our pat¬ 
tern, so that, following in his wake, we mfty 
safely sail over the stormy ocean of life, and en¬ 
ter the wav el ess haven of peace, and thus obtain 
that salvation which God has prepared for those 
who love him, through the grace and love of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, in like majesty and 
glory, blessed forever. (Chrysostom, quoted by 
Leonh. and Sp.). 

On the whole section.— Paul, preaching the 
kingdom of Ood in Rome: I. A glorious fulfilment 
of the promise which the Lord had, at the be¬ 
ginning, given to his servant, ch. ix. 15; II. A 
solemn and impressive prediction of the future 
victories* of the kingdom of God on earth.— Paul , 
at Rome: I. A living monument of divine mercy; 
II. A shining example of apostolic fidelity; III. 
A joyful herald of Christ’B reign over the whole 
world; IV. A messenger, addressing the effete 
heathenism of the times, and uttering solemn 
warnings respecting the judgments of God.— 
Paul'» ministry of two years at Rome , the crown of 
his apostolic labors: I. In the centre of the heath¬ 
en world he erects the cross of Christ, before 
which all heathen temples are to sink into the 
dust; II. Although subjected to bodily restraint, 
he provides with true pastoral fidelity and love 
even for his distant congregations (the Epistles 
written during this imprisonment); III. While 
waiting for the call of his Lord, he prepares to 
seal the work of his life with his blood. —From 
Jerusalem to Romel Such was the course of the 
Gospel, as described in thb Acts or the Apos¬ 
tles. Its path was marked, I. By the sufferings 
and ignominy of its heralds; II. By their heroic 
faith and ardent love; III. By the victories 
gained through mighty deeds, and divine mira¬ 
cles; IV. By the diffusion of the blessings of 
grace and salvation, designed for the present 
and future generations.— Paul , the preacher bound 
with a chain, or, The word of God is not bound [2 
Tim. ii. 9]: I. Bound to no one spot on earth; 


when it was cast out of Jerusalem, the ancient 
city of God, Paul erected his pulpit in the capi¬ 
tal of the Gentile world; II. Restrained by no 
earthly power; the power of Rome was as little 
able as the hatred of the Jews, to close the mouth 
of the apostle; III. Confined to no particular 
individual; even after Paul had finished his 
course, and sealed his testimony with his blood, 
the preaching of the cross continued its victorious 
| course over the world.— Paul , still a prisoner at 
Rome — to-day , as well as 1800 years ago: although 
his imprisonment may now, as well as formerly, 
under the Roman emperor, be mild and not ig¬ 
nominious, still, he continues to be a prisoner 
under the spiritual ruler in Rome; for, I. Paul, 
the herald of evangelical liberty, is bound with 
the chain of human traditions; II. Paul, the 
preacher of that righteousness which is by faith, 
is bound by the law of righteousness by outward 
works; III. Paul, the man of apostolic poverty 
and humility, is bound by the pomp and display 
of papal claims to the government of the world. 
— “No man forbidding him [without hinderance] ” 
—the significant concluding words of the book of the 
Acts of the Apostles: I. They are words proclaim¬ 
ing the victory gained over ancient Rome—a 
victory alike over hostile Jews and hostile Gen¬ 
tiles; II. They are words of warning, addressed 
to modern Rome, warning it against any im¬ 
pious and vain attempt to quench the word of 
God; III. They are words of admonition, ad¬ 
dressed t<* the Evangelical Church, exhorting it 
to apply with a grateful spirit the free and un¬ 
hindered word of God; IV. They are words of 
promise, intended for the church of the future, 
directing attention to the time of consummation, 
■when the Gospel will have subdued the world.— 
■The Book of the Acts of the Apostles , not a mere 
fragment! It is true that we reach the end 
sooner than we would have desired, for there are 
many interesting subjects of which it does not 
speak in detail; at the same time it furnishes 
us with all that we really need. I. It exhibits 
the founding of a Church against which the gates 
of hell cannot prevail; II. It describes the won¬ 
derful works of an exalted Saviour, who is with 
his people alway, even unto the end of the world; 
III. It i8*a rich mine, furnishing wholesome^oc- 
trine, efficient consolations, and encouraging 
examples for the church in all ages.— The tran¬ 
sition from the history of the Apostles , to the history 
of the Church: I. It is, undoubtedly, a retrogres¬ 
sion from the pentecostal season of the first 
miracles of the Spirit—from the period when * 
faith began to flourish—from the early period of 
the first love [Rev. ii. 4]; II. It is, nevertheless, 
according to the divinely appointed order, an 
advance from a patriarchal, narrow, Bphere, to the 
length and breadth of the world—from the joy and 
animation of a festival, to the labor and toil of 
common life—and, through the struggle of thou¬ 
sands of years, to a final victory, when, in the 
church triumphant, the primitive pentecostal 
congregation will re-appear, glorified, enlarged, 
and perfected.— The silent disappearance of the 
apostle Paul at the conclusion of the Acts or the 
Apostles: it direots our attention, I. To the ex¬ 
alted Lord of the Church, who abides, even when 
His servants disappear; “Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.” [Hebr. 
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xiii. 8]; II. To that happy rest, into which the 
faithful servants of Goa may enter, when they 
hare completed the work assigned to them; III. 
To that labor of faith and of love [1 Thess. i. 8], 
which those witnesses who were first chosen, 
hare left behind for us; IV. To that great day 
of eternity, which will bring to light all that still 
remains dark in the divine guidance of the chil¬ 
dren of God, and in the history of His kingdom.— 
[Paul now ceases to preach the Gospel; neverthe¬ 
less, that Gospel abides; “the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever.” (1 Pet. L 25; Isai. xL 8). 


The permanence of the Ootpel: I. Illustrations of 
this permanence; (a) the ravages of time; (b) 
the assaults of its enemies; (e) the corruption 
of its friends—are alike unable to affect it. IL 
The causes of this permanence of the Gospel; (a) 
its truth; (b) its correspondence to the wants of 
men; (e) the divine protection. Ill. The effect 
which it should produce on the minds of men; 
(a) to awaken a salutary alarm in those who re¬ 
ject it; ( b) to convince the minds of those who 
doubt; ( c ) to strengthen the faith of the humble 
believer.—T e.] 
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